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 From 1st. to 12th. of November the Office of the APM was located at Lille Gate, Ypres.  

10 M.M.P. and their horses were left at Reninghelst on detached duty, the remainder carrying 

out traffic and patrol duties on the roads in the Forward Area (Ypres). 

 

 The Traffic Control Personnel attached to the A.P.M. carried out traffic control duties 

at :- Westhoek,  Menin Road – Hooge, Birr Cross Road, Warrington, and Shrapnel Corner. 

 

 Casualties.  Trooper J.K. Molony was killed by a shell burst whilst on duty at 

Westhoek Ridge.  This man had won a Military Medal the last time the Unit was in the 

Forward Area.  Pte H M Massingham, Traffic Control, was wounded and evacuated to 

Hospital.  At Reninghelst Trooper A. Bradley, whilst remonstrating with some apparently 

drunken soldiers, was set upon, and received severe injuries, necessitating his removal to 

Hospital. 

 

 Location of Office.   On 12th. Nov. the Office moved from Ypres, and opened at Eecke 

the same day.  Remanning at Eecke until the 18th. 

 

 M.M.P. & Traffic Control.   The usual patrol and traffic control duties were carried 

out in the area. 

 

 Movement.   On the 18th. Nov. a move was made to Ravelsberg Camp, opening up 

there the same day.  The M.M.P. were quartered at Bow St. Camp, about 2 miles from 

Ravelsberg.   

 

 M.M.P. & Traffic Control.   The M.M.P.  actively patrolled Nieppe, Dranoutre, Neuve 

Eglise, Locre and Bailleul, while the Traffic Control Personnel carried out the usual traffic 

control duties in the Area 

 

 

 



6a TROOPER Alexander BRADLEY  
 

Alexander Bradley was born at Bateman’s Bay, where he spent most of childhood years; he had 

also spent 12 months in the 11th Light Horse militia.  The Bradley’s had moved to Sydney by the 

time Alexander chose to enlist into the AIF on 24 February 1915.  On his documents Alexander 

stated the he was still single, 25 years of age and listed his mother, Mary as his next-of-kin. 

 

Private Bradley became part of A Company, 19th Battalion, his original regimental number of 176 

shows he was one of the first allotted to the newly forming 19th Battalion.  It was not until 16 

August 1915 that Alexander landed with his battalion on the Gallipoli peninsula.  Alexander served 

with his battalion until early December. 

 

On 6 December 1915 Bradley was transferred from 5th Brigade 

Headquarters to the MMP of the 2nd Australian Division (he 

may well have been carrying out the role of a regimental 

policeman with the 5th Brigade).  With the transfer came 

promotion to the rank of acting corporal and his new regimental 

number (6).  Bradley remained on Gallipoli as a MMP and 

would have helped supervise the evacuation in mid December 

1915.  

 

Bradley arrived back at Alexandria in Egypt aboard the Simla 

on 4 January 1916.  On 12 January 1916 he was admitted to a 

hospital at Tel-el-Kebir and three days later transferred to No 2 

AGH at Cairo, Alexander reverted to his substantive rank of 

trooper while away from an active unit. 

 

It was not until March 1916 that Bradley returned to duty at Heliopolis.  Bradley appears to have 

opted to have returned to an infantry battalion at this time.  On 18 March he boarded a troopship 

bound for France.  While onboard he was admitted to the hospital ward of the ship, upon his arrival 

at Marseilles he was admitted directly to the No 9 Stationary Hospital. 

 

On 1 June 1916 Private Bradley (no longer a trooper) rejoined the 19th Battalion, his original unit, 

as the battalion entered the trenches on the Western Front.  Alexander was evacuated from the 

frontline on 27 July suffering from shell shock and also suffering a skin ailment (psoriasis). 

Receiving treatment in France it was not until 16 August 1916 that Alexander returned to duty with 

the 19th Battalion. 

 

On 4 December 1916 Alexander once again transferred to the military police, once again becoming 

part of the 2nd Division’s MMP, the same unit he briefly served with on Gallipoli.   In January 1917 

Alexander was again suffering from psoriasis and was again evacuated to various hospitals and 

depots in France for treatment. 

 

Alexander was one of the troopers left at Reninghelst in November 1917, as the war diary describes 

he apparently approached a group of drunken soldiers (presumably Australian) and ‘whilst 

remonstrating with them’ was set upon, receiving quite serious injuries.  His injuries were described 

as being a fractured jaw and cut chin, as well as bruising to the skull; Alexander was quickly 

evacuated to the 7th Canadian Hospital at Etaples for treatment.  A later entry also suggests he may 

have also sustained an injury to one of his knees.   



On 13 November Trooper Bradley was evacuated back to England for further treatment.  

Interestingly Alexander’s injuries were classified as ‘Accidentally injured’.  Admitted to the West 

Suffolk Hospital at Colchester he received a further month’s treatment. 

 

Alexander was then transferred to the 1st 

Australian Auxilary Hospital at Harefield.  

Harefield (shown left) was a large hospital 

with over 1,000 beds, most of the men were 

surgical cases and for many, when 

stabilised, they would then be returned to 

Australia.  It was not until 8 January 1918 

that he was granted furlo, at the completion 

of that leave Alexander was ordered to 

report to No 2 Command Depot at 

Weymouth (?)          Photo Author’s collection.  

 

 

 

 

328 TROOPER  Kevin  MOLONY   MM 
 
Born at Yeulbe (?) in Queensland, Kevin Molony lived most of his life in the Charleville region.  

Kevin’s parents were already deceased when he joined up on 23 January 1915. Kevin had a brother 

and several sisters who lived in Brisbane. Aged 27, Kevin described himself as a grazier on 

enlistment. 

 

With obvious equine skills, Kevin found himself a trooper with the 13th Light Horse Regiment. The 

Regiment sailed from Melbourne on 28 May 1915 aboard the troopship Persic (shown below). 

 

The 13th Light Horse didn’t 

head to Anzac Cove until 

September 1915. On 11 

September the regiment landed 

on the peninsula. The regiment 

became integrated with the 6th 

Australian Infantry Brigade and 

took over trenches at Lone 

Pine. 

 

After less than a month on the peninsula, Trooper Molony attended the 5th Field Ambulance feeling 

unwell. Kevin was diagnosed as suffering from rheumatism and was evacuated to the hospital ship 

Assayo, which was standing off Anzac Cove. The hospital ship then sailed for Malta. 

 

Admitted to St Patrick’s Hospital at Malta on 10 October, Kevin only remained in hospital for a 

week before being deemed fit to return to duty. Kevin was sent back to the Anzac Advanced Base at 

Mudros; here he was once again assessed and medically downgraded to BX and sent to No 3 AGH 

at Mudros (?). 

 

On 10 November Kevin was discharged to duty, but remained attached to the hospital (possibly as a 

guard?). Kevin remained at the hospital until 16 January, when he appears to have returned to a 

mounted depot at Sidi Beshr (still on Mudros?). Finally on 21 January, Kevin returned to Egypt 

where he returned to the 13th Light Horse. 



The 5th Australian Infantry Division at Tel-el-Kebir took the 13th Light Horse on strength on 13 

March 1916, becoming a Divisional Cavalry Unit. The regiment sailed from Alexandria bound for 

the Western Front on 17 June, disembarking at Marseilles on 25 June. 

 

On 7 July the Regiment was re-designated as being part of the 1st Anzac Army Corps Light Horse 

Regiment. Trooper Molony transferred to the MMP (Mounted Military Police) of the 2nd Division 

on 3 September 1916. As the MMP were also mounted troops, Kevin retained the rank of trooper. 

On 23 September 1916 all the Divisional MMP of the AIF were formally transferred to the strength 

of the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

By 1917 Kevin was holding the rank of acting corporal. For his actions on 20 September 1917, he 

and Trooper (Acting Corporal) Samuel O’Donnell were recommended for, and subsequently 

awarded Military Medals. Kevin and Samuel’s citations indicate they were at the same post, their 

citation read: 

 

20 September 1917.  This N.C.O. was controlling the traffic from the CULVERT to HOOGE. On 

the day in question the Menin Road between these points was heavily shelled. Through his energy, 

coolness and utter disregard of personal danger he controlled on the road (traffic at all times being 

exceptionally heavy) and materially assisted in expediting the evacuation of the wounded. 

 

It is unlikely that Kevin Molony would have even added his MM ribbon to his uniform, when 

eleven days after being recommended for his bravery award, on 11 November, he was struck by 

shrapnel. As the 2nd Division’s War Diary shows Kevin received severe shrapnel wounds to his 

abdomen and his right arm while on duty at Westhoek Ridge (shown below). He was quickly 

admitted to the 3rd Field Ambulance and then evacuated back to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station.   

 

 
 

 
Kevin Molony died at the Casualty Clearing Station the day after being wounded. Reverend Kilduff 

from the clearing station supervised Kevin’s burial in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery on the 

day that he died. 

 

 

 

 



The following men all served with the 2nd Divisional MMP during the war, several (like the 1st 

Div MMP) appear in the Gallipoli Chapter, this was where the unit was formed, several men 

would opt to serve their entire time with the unit. The 2nd Divisional had three main APM’s 

during the war, with Lieutenant Gerald Freer also filling in for several months at the end of 

1917.  Major John Williams had become the 2nd Division’s APM in July 1915 and had 

commanded the 2nd Division’s MMP on Gallipoli, with his promotion Major A.B.D. Brown 

took on the APM role for the Division, he would maintain that role for most of the unit’s time 

on the Western Front. Major J.L. Fisher took over the role in July 1919.  

 

 

 

96 LANCE SERGEANT Edward ABELSCALN, MM 
 

Edward Abelscaln (also seen spelt Abelskaln) was born in Riga, Latvia, in 1889; Edward was the 

son of Jacob Abelscaln.  Edward made his way to Australia as a sailor, jumping ship rather than 

continuing his voyage.  Probably detained by the authorities, Edward would have been given the 

choice to serve in the AIF; Edward took that opportunity enlisting on 4 January 1915.  Edward 

served as a Russian subject. 

 

Initially Edward Abelscaln served with the 13th Light Horse Regiment.  Abelscaln was with the 13th 

Regiment when they were sent to fight on Gallipoli (dismounted) on 4 September 1915 [see Lin 

Harston’s write-up].  Edward remained on the Cove until the final evacuation. 

 

After Gallipoli Trooper Abelscaln was transferred to the 2nd Division Headquarters ready for 

service on the Western Front.  Edwards’s documents don’t indicate it, but he was most likely 

serving with the Divisional MMP (Military Mounted Police) at this time.  On 17 October 1916 

Abelscaln was promoted to Corporal.   

 

Shortly afterwards (possibly also on the 17th October) Edward was promoted to Lance Sergeant.  

On 24 October he was formally transferred to the newly designated Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

Abelscaln served with the 2nd Divisional Provosts during his time on the Western Front.  For his 

actions in October 1917 he was recommended for and subsequently awarded the Military Medal.  

Abelscaln’s full citation read: 

 

‘4 Oct 1917 – This NCO was controlling the traffic on the BELLEWARD Plank Road.  On the day 

in question the road was blocked by a shell crater – in consequence a great deal of traffic for 

WESTHOEK was held up.  This NCO at once with the assistance of the Engineering party and 

through his energy, coolness and example materially assisted in clearing the road.  Throughout the 

time the road was being heavily shelled. 

 

On 4 April 1918 Edward was admitted to hospital at Havre suffering neuritis to his right shoulder. 

He remained away from unit for about a month.  Towards the end of the war on 24 August, Edward 

reverted in rank back to Corporal. Three months later he was again promoted to Temporary 

Sergeant as troops started their return to Australia. 

 

In February 1919 Abelscaln was posted from France back to England, marching in to the APM at 

Tidworth on 19 February.  In early May, Edward was afflicted by venereal disease, receiving 

treatment for the next two months. 

 

September shows that Edward was still at Tidworth.  On 15 September he was granted fifteen days 

leave. On 23 December 1919 Edward Abelscaln was discharged. 



1044 ____ Patrick BAHEN 

 

568 ____ Denis BATEMAN 

 

2100  ____ John Erson BATESON  

 

5455 ______ Leighton BENSON    (see 4th Div Chapter) 

 

1337 ____ Richard Henry BINNS 

 

6065 ____ Horace Alfred BRINDLE 

 

________Joe BOWN (appears in the 3rd Division Chapter) 

 

479  ____ Frederick Oscar Bertram COLLINS   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1044 SERGEANT Thomas James CONNELLY 

 
 
Thomas Connelly was 37 years of age when he enlisted into the AIF on 25 February 1915.  Thomas 

was single, he hailed from the Dungog district. Thomas had already seen some active service; he 

had enlisted in March 1900 and served with B Company in the NSW Imperial Bushmen 

Contingent.  Thomas took part in operation in Rhodesia, returning to Australia in July 1901. 

 

When Thomas enlisted in February 1915 he became part of C Company in the 17th Battalion.  

Private Connelly was promoted to lance corporal on 17 July 1915, his battalion landed on the 

Gallipoli peninsula on ______. 

 

On 20 November 1915 Thomas was transferred to the 5th Brigade Headquarters as a MMP.  On 5 

December Thomas was transferred to the MMP of the 2nd Australian Division, he would remain a 

military policeman for the remainder of the war. 

 

Thomas didn’t get back to Egypt until 10 January 1916; he continued to serve as a MMP with 2nd 

Division Headquarters.  Thomas’s unit headed to France in mid-March 1916. 

 

On 1 June 1916 Thomas was promoted to corporal.  On 24 September 1916 all the MMP of the 

various Australian Divisions’ were formally absorbed into the Anzac Provost Corps.  Thomas still 

formally remained attached to the 2nd Division. Around this time Thomas was promoted to lance 

sergeant. 

 

Sergeant Connelly continued to serve with the 2nd Division’s MMP throughout the remainder of 

1916, all of 1917 and much of 1918.  For nearly all of that time his APM was Major A.B.D. Brown.   

 

On 11 July Thomas was transferred to the 3rd Division MMP, he only remained with that division 

for a little over a month.  On 21 August Thomas marched into the Australian F.P. (Field 

Punishment) Compound for duty, three days later Thomas reverted back to his substantive rank of 

corporal.  Shortly after this Thomas was detached for duty at the Safe Custody Compound.  

 

In mid-November 1918 Thomas became eligible for two weeks leave to the U.K.  Upon his return 

to France Thomas was once again promoted to sergeant (temporary).  Thomas continued to serve on 

the Western Front until early February 1919. 

 

On 4 February Thomas was earmarked 

for a return to Australia, once again he 

reverted to his substantive rank 

(corporal).  It was not until 22 February 

that Thomas arrived back in England, 

rather than being allotted to a draft to 

await a passage Thomas was posted to 

Tidworth for duty.   

 

Thomas remained at Tidworth for about 

two months, once again promoted, on 

this occasion becoming acting sergeant.  

Thomas Connelly returned to Australia 

aboard the Ypringa in early July 1919, he 

was discharged from the AIF on 5 

September 1919.  



 

735 SERGEANT Bertram Thomas DROWLEY (see Salisbury Photo) 

 

1537 ___ Ernest James EWING (see 5th Division Chapter) 
 

2874 ____ Aubrey Henry HIGGINS 

 

347  _____ Claude JONES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7 SERGEANT George Louis KENNY 

 
George Louis Kenny was 29 years of age when he enlisted at Herberton in Queensland on 11 

January 1915. Lou (as he was known) described himself as a selector when he joined up , he was 

still single. Lou hailed originally from Warregal in Victoria, he and his two brother’s, Peter and 

Jack had moved to the Atherton tablelands in 1911, Lou would list his father John Louis (Lewis?) 

Kenny of Leongatha in Victoria as his next-of-kin. The photo below shows the three brothers 

preparing to head to Queensland, the second photo shows Lou (LK) and Peter (PK) with a friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lou did not immediately get allocated to a unit for overseas service, instead he was given a role as a 

Military Policeman at Victoria Barracks (Brisbane). Lou would remain in that job for a little over 

four months, the photo shown below is from The Queenslander (circa January 1916) and is well 

after Lou’s time, it shows that the men were in fact mounted (military mounted police). 

 

 

On 16 May 1915 Lou and several other men that had been serving as 

military policemen at Victoria Barracks were allotted to the 7th Infantry 

Brigade Headquarters, joining his new unit at the Greenhill Camp at 

Alderley (Brisbane), presumably still in his role as a MMP. The 

Headquarters had a small element of MMP, under a sergeant’s command 

(Sergeant Jack Collins). The 7th Brigade had been formed in early 1915, it consisted of four 

battalions raised in Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia. Its’ battalions were the 25th, 

26th, 27th and 28th, with its main support units being the 2nd Signals Company, a Brigade Train 

(supply) and the 7th Field Ambulance. Trooper George Louis Kenny is shown below, presumably 

this photo was taken in Australia (not verified). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lou Kenny was with his unit when it sailed from Brisbane aboard the Aeneas on 29 June 1915. The 

Brigade seems to have established itself around Abbassia upon its arrival in Egypt. In early 

September the 7th Australian Infantry Brigade moved from Abbassia by train to Alexandria. On 5 

September the bulk of the brigade boarded the Minnewaska bound for Mudros (Lemnos Island). 

Mudros was reached after two days. 

 

On 12 September the 7th Infantry Brigade began landing on Anzac Cove. On 6 December 1915 the 

various MMP within the Brigades were place under the command of Major John Williams, the 

APM for the 2nd Division. 

 

 

Back in Egypt in February 

1916 Trooper Kenny was 

formally transferred to the 

MMP of the 2nd Division 

Headquarters at Ismailia. 

Lou was promoted to lance corporal shortly before his 

detachments move to the Western Front in mid-March 

1916. 

 

On 11 April 1916 Lou was promoted to the rank of 

corporal (his substantive rank) but was promoted to 

lance sergeant (wearing three stripes). In September 

1916 all of the Divisional MMP were formally 

absorbed into the Anzac Provost Corps, their roles 

changed little, more formal training was regularly 

carried out and the men were now more regularly 

rotated between units (and between the U.K. and the 

Western Front).  

 

Kenny was formally promoted to sergeant on 1 

January 1917, he remained attached to the 2nd 

Division’s MMP detachment. Sergeant Kenny 

continued to serve on the Western Front throughout 

1917.  

 

In March 1918 Lou was sent to the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction for two weeks training. 

The training generally included topics such as: 

 



 Charge Reports and Evidence, 

 Notebook and Traffic Notes,  

 Revolver handling,  

 Equitation and Stables, and  

 General smartness and efficiency. 
 

The men received training and were marked on each area, but it should be noted that some of the 

shooting scores (revolvers) seen by the author were pretty low. Sergeant Kenny returned to duty 

with the 2nd Division following the course.  

 

On 4 August 1918 Kenny was detached for duty to the Australian Corps School. Upon his 

completion of this attachment in mid-November he was sent on duty with the MMP Detachment of 

the 3rd Divisional Headquarters.  

 

On 11 January 1919 Lou was granted two weeks leave which he took in the U.K. Upon completion 

of his leave he rejoined the 3rd Division MMP back in France. In mid-May Sergeant Kenny was 

detached for duty with the APM at Le Havre. Six days later Lou was formally attached for duty at 

the Australian Base Depot Headquarters (Le Havre).  

 

With the reduction in troop numbers in France in late July 1919 Lou was sent back to England. 

Continuing to serve in England Lou became eligible for a further fifteen days leave. At the 

completion of his leave Lou was posted to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Lou Kenny was granted his own passage back to Australia aboard the Mahana in October 

1919. Lou’s married sister, Mrs Mary Grant (she lived in Victoria), made enquiries as to whether 

Lou could disembark at either Adelaide or Melbourne in order to catch up with family members. It 

appears that the correspondence was probably too late to allow this to occur and in appears Lou 

disembarked at Brisbane, from where he had enlisted, on 26 January 1920. 

 

 

 

The two portraits to the left are from The 

Queenslander and I believe show Jack and Peter 

shortly after enlisting, Jack joined up in early 

February 1916 (his photo is circa mid-June 1916), 

Peter enlisted in late October 1916 (his portrait is 

circa 28 July 1917). 

 



 

Lou’s marriage to Victoria Duneen in March 1921 at Atherton in Queensland. 

 



219 CORPORAL Philip James LUSCOMBE 

 

Queensland born and bred, Philip Luscombe was 21 years old 

when he fronted to join the AIF at Eton on 6 January 1916. Philip 

was still single, he described himself as a labourer, he recorded his 

mother Mrs Helen Luscombe, from Mount Vince, Eton via 

Mackay, as his next-of-kin.  

 

Private Luscombe (shown left) began his training at the 11th Depot 

Battalion, where he remained up until 3 February. Philip was 

originally allotted to the 34th Battalion, but three weeks later he 

was re-allotted to the 41st Battalion, the battalion trained at the 

bell’s Paddock Camp in Brisbane. The photo shown is from The 

Queenslander, most probably shortly before sailing.  

 

The photo below shows the 41st Battalion 

marching through the streets of Brisbane 

shortly before their embarkation. Philip 

sailed as part of A Company. 

 

 

Private Luscombe was aboard the Demosthenes when it sailed with his battalion from Brisbane on 

18 May 1916. The troopship took the men directly to England where the Demosthenes offloaded the 

battalion at Plymouth on 20 July. 

 



The battalion continued its training at the Larkhill Camp in 

England. The 3rd Australian Infantry Division (to which the 

41st Battalion belonged) began arriving at the Larkhill Camp in 

July 1916. By now the camps on the Salisbury Plains were 

quite well established, the men were generally accommodated 

in wooden huts with tin roofs. 

 

 

The Larkhill Camp was close to the Bulford Camp, both 

camps were not far from Amesbury. A military light railway 

connected the Larkhill Camp with Amesbury. By the time the entire Division was on the Salisbury 

Plains it numbered some 18,000 men. As part of the division the 41st Battalion remained at Larkhill 

for just over four months.  

 

 
 

The 41st Battalion, as part of the 3rd Division ‘proceeded Overseas, France’ on 24 November 1916. 

A month later Philip was evacuated, suffering from mumps, he received treatment in France.  

 

Private Luscombe re-joined his battalion on 16 January 1917. The battalion was rotating in and out 

of the trenches at Armentieres, Armentieres was a relatively quiet sector and was often a starting 

point for Australian Battalions commencing service on the Western Front. 



In late March 1917 the 41st Battalion moved to the Touquet sector, initially the battalion provided 

numerous working parties. It was possibly while on one of these working parties that Private 

Luscombe was wounded on 4 April 1917, the unit’s war diary shows one man having to be 

evacuated on that date.  

 

Philip suffered shrapnel wounds 

to his left arm, his right buttock 

and to both legs. Stabilised at a 

dressing station he was sent back 

to the 2nd Casualty Clearing 

Station. On 15 April Luscombe 

was sent back to Calais to the 38th 

General Hospital, he remained 

there for four days. Philip crossed 

the English Channel aboard the 

hospital ship, Cambria (right) on 

19 April, in England he was 

admitted to the Central Military 

Hospital at Fort Pitt.  

 

On 8 May Philip was transferred to the 3rd Australian General Hospital at Dartford. Luscombe 

remained at Dartford up until 22 June, on that date he was released on furlough and ordered to 

report to No 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 6 July 1917. 

 

At the Hurdcott Depot Philip was medically downgraded to B1a2, only days later that was changed 

to B1a3. That medical classification prevented a return to active service in France, but did make 

him suitable for employment in the U.K. as a result on 11 August 1917 Private Luscombe was 

detached for temporary duty with the Anzac Provost Corps, he was formally taken on strength by 

the provost corps at Tidworth [Bhurtpore Barracks] on 9 September. 

 

After several months as a 

military policeman in 

England Philip was 

earmarked for service 

back on the Western 

Front. On 1 January 1918 

Trooper Luscombe 

crossed the English 

Channel to the Rouelles 

[cavalry] Depot, as he 

prepared to join a unit. On 

7 January Philip was 

detached for duty with the 

APM, Bailleul (right). 

That detachment ended on 

28 January, Philip was 

then attached for duty 

with the 2nd Division’s 

MMP Detachment.   

 

June 1918 saw Luscombe admitted to hospital, initially noted as PUO (not a specific diagnosis), he 

briefly returned to duty, only to be evacuated in early August 1918.  



Diagnosed with impetigo (an annoying skin condition) on 30 August Philip was evacuated back to 

England, once again aboard the hospital ship Cambria. In England he was admitted to the 

Middlesex War Hospital. 

 

Philip was granted furlough from 17 

September up until 1 October, prior to 

returning to duty at No 4 Command Depot at 

Hurdcott. Apparently Luscombe didn’t report 

on the correct day and was reported as being 

AWL. It appears that he had in fact reported 

directly to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. 

 

Luscombe remained at Tidworth and then 

London for the remainder of the war. The 

photo to the right comes from ancestry.com.au, 

it shows Luscombe as a provo, the lower 

stripes on his right sleeve are for years of 

service, those on his left sleeve are good 

conduct chevrons. On 10 February 1919 Philip 

was promoted to corporal. It appears that 

Corporal Luscombe was happy to remain in 

the U.K. for most of 1919. A large part of that 

decision probably related to the fact that he 

married Elizabeth Millard on 30 June 1919 in 

Somerset. By now Philip was 25 years of age, 

Elizabeth was a year younger.  

 

It appears that Philip briefly returned to France 

briefly in September 1919 (possibly on escort 

duty). He marched out – back to London ready 

for a ‘return to Australia’ on 2 October 1919. 

In mid-November 1919 Philip was granted 

‘indefinite leave subject to recall’.  

 

 

Philip and Elizabeth were both given a berth aboard the Port Napier, departing England in late 

December. The ship arrived at Brisbane on 13 February 1920. Corporal Philip James Luscombe was 

discharged from the AIF at Brisbane on 13 March 1920, his discharge acknowledged his 1917 

wounds, but stated he had no disabilities.  

 



1395 SERGEANT Alfred MULREADY        
 

Alfred Alexander Mulready was born and bred at 

Northcote in Victoria, by August 1915 he was 22 

years of age and described himself as a farmer, he 

also intimated to the recruiting clerk that he was a 

‘motor driver’, giving a potential trade within the 

AIF.  

 

Alfred was still single when he enlisted on 10 

August 1915.  Trooper Mulready became part of the 

7th re-enforcements for the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment.  These men sailed for Egypt aboard the 

Ceramic, leaving Melbourne of 23 November 1915.  

Arriving in Egypt after the evacuation of Gallipoli, 

the camps were now filling with fresh re-

enforcements and the various units returning from 

Anzac Cove.  On 31 March 1916 Mulready was 

taken on with the ‘5th Div Cavalry’. 

 

On 3 September Alfred transferred to the MMP of 

the 2nd Division, he retained his rank of trooper 

(MMP were mounted troops).  On 24 September all 

the Military Mounted Police from the various 

Australian Divisions, including those serving in the 

Middle East were formally transferred to the Anzac 

Provost [Police] Corps. 

 

Alfred continued to serve with the 2nd Division’s MMP for the remainder of the war.  On 10 

September 1918 he was ordered to report to Admin Headquarters at London, but no further details 

are recorded (possibly on escort, possibly on leave?) upon completion of this task he returned to 

duty in France. 

 

The declaration of peace did little to change the role of the MMP; they still had duties in controlling 

their own troops in camp and while on leave.  Alfred remained with the 2nd Division MMP and in 

1919 started to be promoted as some of the original members of the MMP returned to the U.K. and 

prepared for their return to Australia, on 29 March 1919 Alfred was promoted to sergeant 

(sergeant). 

 

It was until 10 June that Alfred was posted from the France (or Belgium?) back to Tidworth in the 

U.K., in so doing he reverted back to the rank of corporal.  However only two days later he was 

once again promoted back to sergeant. 

 

On 9 July Alfred was sent back to France to give evidence for a court martial, it was not until ten 

days later that he returned to Tidworth.  Alfred was granted two weeks leave towards the end of 

July, upon his return to duty he was posted to the Detention Barracks at Lewes. 

 

Towards the end of September Alfred was once again granted two weeks leave prior to his own 

return to Australia.  On 9 October (?)  Alfred was given a passage aboard the Borda.  The Borda 

arrived back in Victoria on 27 January that Alfred Mulready was discharged from the AIF. 

 



5/45 SERGEANT George Washington NOTT 

 
George Nott was born at Charters Towers in North Queensland in 

March 1888, he described himself as a stockman when he 

enlisted on 2 March 1915 at Burketown. George had been 

working for a Mr R.H. Shadworth at Burketown, what doesn’t 

appear on his army file is that had joined the Queensland Police 

Force in October 1910 and after a stint in Brisbane had been 

stationed at Camooweal, from where he resigned from the force 

in October 1912. George would had made an imposing 

policeman, he was 6ft, 3in, tall and weighed 12 stone at that time. 

 

George listed his sister, Miss Charlotte Amy Nott, born 1891 at 

Charters Towers, as his next-of-kin, for whatever reason she 

lived in Putney (London). Charlotte appears to have been 

George’s only sibling, the pair writing regularly to each other.  

 

Trooper Nott was allotted to the 4th Light Horse Brigade 

Headquarters as a MMP. Carrying out his initial training in 

Queensland his brigade headquarters sailed from Sydney on 13 

June 1915 aboard the Suevic.  

 

The Suevic arrived at Eden on 10 

July, not departing that port until 18 

July. The troopship reached the Suez 

Canal on 22 July and two days later 

the brigade were heading by rail to 

Cairo. The 4th Light Horse Brigade 

established itself in and around No 2 

Oasis Camp at Heliopolis. The 

brigade was warned out that it would 

be sent to Gallipoli in late August.  

 

 

A portion of a Routine Order for the 4th Light Horse Brigade shows its establishment strength for its 

Brigade Headquarter MMP. 

 

Shortly before that departure George was formally transferred to the 2nd 

Australian Divisional Headquarters (still as a MMP). On 30 August 1915 

George’s new unit also headed for Anzac Cove.  



George remained on the Gallipoli peninsula up until mid-October, when he was evacuated due to 

ill-health. After two weeks in hospital back in Egypt George was released to duty. Trooper Nott 

remained in Egypt, his next entry in his file shows him at Ismailia in February 1916, with 

promotion to corporal on 12 February.  

 

George remained posted to the 2nd 

Divisional Headquarters MMP, 

on 1 March he was promoted to 

the rank of lance sergeant, his 

promotion was to fill a vacancy 

when Sergeant Collins was 

reduced in rank. In mid-March 

George and his fellow MMP of 

the 2nd Division sailed from 

Alexandria aboard the troopship, 

Themistocles (shown left). 

 

It was George’s turn to be in trouble on 20 April 1916, shortly after his arrival in France, when he 

was fronted for court-martial at Rolanderie in France. An incident appears to have occurred on 13 

April, George remained under arrest until the court-martial, no specific details of the offence appear 

on George’s file.  

 

What we can see is that Sergeant Nott was charged with (1) Neglecting to obey Divisional orders. 

and (2) Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline.  

 

George pleaded ‘Not Guilty’ to both offences, but following the hearing was found guilty of both. 

Sergeant Nott was initially sentenced to 2 years Hard Labour (prison), but this was commuted by 

the GOC (General Officer Commanding) 2nd Division, Brigadier General W Holmes, to a lesser 

sentence of being reduced to the ranks (busted back to private) and 90 days FP No 2 (Field 

Punishment).  

 

Not surprisingly following his court-martial George left the MMP and was transferred to the 19th 

Battalion in mid-September 1916. The next entry on his file indicates he was in fact sent back to a 

depot at Etaples on the French Coast and it was from there that he was re-allotted.  

 

Private Nott is shown as proceeding to join the 53rd Battalion on 9 October 1916. 

When George joined the 53rd Battalion it was still in the Fleurbaix Sector (near 

Fromelles). The battalion had been badly mauled during the battle of Fromelles on 

19/20 July 1916, it was only just getting back to full strength and becoming a cohesive 

battalion with trench experience.  

A few weeks later George attended a Lewis Gun School of Instruction, shortly after the 

course and upon re-joining the 53rd Battalion (on 

27 November) he was promoted to lance 

corporal. 

 

December 1917 saw the battalion at Adelaide 

Camp, Montabaun, with work details from the 

battalion at the Deville Wood Camp and the 

Bernafay Wood Camp. The battalion moved into 

the frontline on 16 December, remaining in the 

line for 4 days, during that time 2 men were 

killed, 2 wounded. 



On 20 December the 

battalion was relieved and 

retired to C Camp at Trones 

Wood. The following day the 

battalion moved back to the 

Adelaide Camp at 

Montabaun, the battalion 

then moved to Buire by rail, 

the battalion remained at 

Buire for the remainder of 

the month.  

 

On 2 January 1917 the 

battalion moved out of Buire 

to head to Flesselles, not 

arriving at Flesselles until 

the morning of 5 January. On 

14 January the battalion moved from Flesselles to Buire. On 17 January the battalion moved to a 

Fricourt Camp. The battalion (less D company) moved into the Intermediate Line on 27 January. 

On 28 January D Company also entered the Intermediate Line and later that day the entire battalion 

took over the frontline.  

 

The battalion moved back to C Camp at Trones Wood on 1 February. The following day it retired to 

the Adelaide Camp, Montabaun. On 5 February the battalion once again moved to C Camp, Trones 

Wood. The remainder of the month was spent in short rotations in and out of the Intermediate and 

Frontlines. 

 

March 1918 followed the same rotation, back at Trones Wood and then the reserve line and then 

holding the frontline. The unit War Diary showing a steady flow of casualties during the month. 

Towards the end of March the battalion took up positions in what was known as the Outpost Line. It 

was while manning the Outpost line that Lance Corporal Nott was wounded by shrapnel on 3 April 

1917. George suffered wounds to his right hand, he was evacuated back to Rouen by Ambulance 

Train.   

 

On 16 April George 

was transferred to the 

England, here he was 

admitted to the 2nd 

Birmingham War 

Hospital at Northfield 

(right). Towards the 

end of May George 

was transferred to the 

3rd Auxiliary Hospital 

at Dartford. On 22 

June 1917 George was 

discharged from 

hospital and given two 

weeks furlough before 

returning to duty at a 

base depot. 

 



George marched into No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 7 July. A little over a week later he 

was transferred to No 4 Command Depot at Codford. George is shown as being sent to the AIF’s 

Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs in August 1917, as he prepared to return to France.  

 

 

In October the Overseas Training Brigade was moved to Longbridge Deverill near Sutton Veny 

(shown above). On 7 November 1917 George is shown as being attached as permanent cadre (staff) 

at the Overseas Brigade. It was not until mid-February 1918 that George rejoined the 53rd Battalion 

in France. 

 

When George re-joined the 53rd Battalion on the Western Front it was holding a portion of the 

Wytschaete Sector, rotating between the Reserve Line and the Frontline and then a period of rest 

further back. Towards the end of February the battalion was active in sending out night patrols to 

try to glean information about the German troops facing the battalion. 

 

In early March the 53rd Battalion was tasked to carry out a ‘Chinese Attack’, this involved dummy 

figures being placed out in No Man’s Land and at the agreed time manipulated by wires to look like 

it was an advancing party. The figures were put into position by a party of the 53rd Battalion just 

before midnight on 3 March. Various raids by the other battalions of the 14th Brigade were carried 

out in the early morning of 4 March with limited success, it’s unclear as to whether the ‘Chinese 

Attack’ took any pressure off the other raiding parties. Most of March was spent in rotation on the 

Wytschaete Sector.  

 

On 24 March the 53rd Battalion was relieved by the 56th Battalion, it then retired to the Ridge Wood 

Camp at Renninghelst. On 26 March the battalion moved to camps near the Hopoutre Railway 

Station, the following two days saw the companies of the battalion entrain to Mondicourt.  

 

The battalion moved to near Louvencourt where it began digging in, with reports that the Germans 

were advancing and were about 7 miles from Louvencourt. Rain added to the men’s misery. On 30 

March the battalion was ordered to march to Harponville, with rain continuing to fall the men were 

glad to be billeted in reasonable comfort within the village. 

 



Early April saw one company from the battalion on outpost duty (shown below), with the other 

companies regularly rotating through that duty. The remainder of the battalion underwent training 

near Harponville, the training included such skills as extended order drill, signalling and 

communications work. The ‘specialists’ within the battalion (including the Lewis Gun teams?) also 

carried out training relevant to their roles within the battalion.  

 

With the threat of a major German breakthrough imminent, the battalion left Harponville on the 

morning of 5 April, marching to Achenx, from here the battalion embussed to Daours. The battalion 

then marched to Aubigny, the unit’s War Diary proudly recorded that ‘no claims’ (financial) were 

made against the battalion while it had been billeted at Harponville. 

 

On 6 April the 53rd Battalion took over a section of the frontline near Villers Bretonneux. On the 

right of the battalion was the 17th Battalion and to its’ left was the 55th Battalion. Artillery fire was 

active from both sides, the presence of about 50 allied planes overhead gave the men a degree of 

optimism. Movement during the day was kept to a minimum, sniping from both sides causing 

casualties to any sole silly enough not to heed the warnings. Hot meals were brought forward 

helping to keep the men’s spirits up. 

 

On 8 April two Armoured Cars joined the battalion, helping to strengthen the battalion’s defence 

positions. The following day the 54th Battalion took over from the 53rd, the 53rd Battalion moved 

into reserve on the northern outskirts of Villers Bretonneux. The effects of recent harsh weather was 

starting to affect the men, luckily while in reserve the men were able to shelter in substantial 

strongposts and small dugouts dug into embankments.   

 

 



 

 

On 13 April the 53rd relieved the 54th Battalion, A and B Companies initially took over the frontline 

and C and D Companies were in reserve. The battalion remained on edge, as a ‘probable attack’ 

was predicted for the following morning. Both sides sent out scouting parties of men, probing for 

information, no attack was forthcoming.  

 

Likewise 14 and 15 April saw the battalion still in the frontline awaiting the imminent attack. The 

16th of April saw an increase in enemy shelling in the back areas and the adjoining billets at 

Aubigny. On 17 April there was heavy artillery fire in and around Villers, Bretonneux, many of 

those shells being gas, on that evening the battalion was relieved by the 56 th Battalion. The enemy 

artillery was unusually quiet the following day, the battalion once again moved into reserve 

positions to the north of Villers Bretonneux.  

 

On 18 and 19 April the battalion remained in reserve, large parties of men were sent to work with 

the 14th Field Company Engineers. On 20 April the battalion was relieved by the 56 th Battalion and 

moved to billets at Fouilloy. At Fouilloy the men were all allowed a decent bath (and presumably 

fresh clothing).  

 

However the respite was only brief, on the afternoon of 21 April the 53rd Battalion relieved the 32nd 

Battalion. On this occasion B and D Companies took the frontline, C Company went into support 

and A Company in reserve, it was not until nearly midnight before the relief was complete. 

 

22 April was a relatively quiet day, during that night the battalion re-adjusted its front. Working 

parties were active. 23 and 24 April saw heavy enemy shelling with some of that gas. On 25 April 

there was a heavy fog all day. 26 April was a dull day and the men continued to improve their 

positions. On 28 April 4 officers and 62 men arrived to join the battalion, they were quickly allotted 

to their various companies, helping to bolster dwindling numbers. Rain made things wet and very 

slippery.  



 

The 53rd Battalion remained in the frontline until 30 April when the 54th Battalion relieved it. The 

battalion again took up positions in reserve. During the month the 53rd Battalion lost 16 men killed 

and 14 officers and 305 men evacuated due to wounds, gas or ill-health. 

 

 

The 53rd Battalion took up reserve positions in the Bois-de-Vaire in early May. The men were sent 

to nearby Corbie for a hot bath. On 4 May the 53rd moved into the frontline and relieved the 54th 

Battalion, the following night it rained heavily making the ground wet and slippery. 

 

The unit War Diary shows that throughout May the battalion was very active in patrolling in its 

sector. It rained heavily on the morning of 8 May, ‘Bugle Alarm Posts’ were established, but proved 

ineffective due to the din of the artillery. The battalion was relieved by the 54 th Battalion, moving 

back to the reserve area.  

 

The battalion remained in reserve until 16 May, that night the 53rd relieved the 30th Battalion, in a 

now well practised routine that went without incident. The battalion now held the frontline in the 

Hamel sector. On 18 May two men were badly wounded when one of their own 18 pounder ‘dud’ 

shell fell short and landed in a post.  

 

The Hamel sector remained relatively quiet. The 55th Battalion took over the frontline on 28 May, 

the 53rd Battalion once again moving back to the Reserve Lines. On 31 May the battalion moved 

back to Querrieu, the 13th Battalion taking over the Reserve Lines from the 53rd Battalion 

 



At the start of June 1918 the 53rd Battalion were in the still in the vicinity of Querrieu, near the road 

between Amiens and Albert. The 53rd, not long out of the line – stayed at Querrieu resting until 

mid-June. 

 

On 16 June the Battalion re-entered the Franvillers system, taking over the reserve trenches from 

the 24th Battalion. On 26 June the 53rd again moved forward, relieving the 30th Battalion in the 

frontline. The 53rd Battalion remained in the frontline until 10 July, when they retired to the Support 

Line, here the men were able to move about more freely. While in support the battalion would send 

small parties of men to the hot baths at Vaux-Sur-Somme. 

 

On 12 July the 53rd Battalion re-entered the frontline. On the 15th, Colonel Cheeseman resumed 

command of the battalion. The weather remained unsettled, and rain made the trenches wet and 

muddy. Where possible, hot rations were brought forward to the men to supplement their 24 hours 

of dry rations. The 53rd Battalion retired to the Reserve Line on 19 July, and then returned to the 

frontline on 27 July. 

 

On 29 July the 53rd Battalion attacked near Morlancourt, launching its attack at 1.45am. The next 

day the Battalion was relieved and embussed to Vaux-en-Amonios for a well-deserved break. 

Having rested, the battalion was ordered forward on 4 August, leaving their kit bags behind and 

going forward in ‘battle order’ with minimum kit. This allowed the battalion to move quickly at 

short notice. Word had spread amongst the battalions that shortly all five AIF Divisions would 

attack at the one time. 

 

That attack took place on 8 August. For the Australian Divisions it was a great success and formed 

part of a major allied advance led by them and the Canadians. The Germans referred to it as ‘Der 

Schwarz Tag’ – the Black Day. The 53rd advanced near Sailly-le-Sec as part of the 14th Brigade 

advance. The Brigade advanced unopposed and by the end of the day had advanced over 12 miles. 

The battalion only suffered two casualties from shrapnel during the advance. 

 

After the attack the battalion retired to 

Foiulloy and then to Croix. Here George 

left the battalion to attend another Lewis 

Gun School of Instruction, upon re-joining 

the 53rd Battalion he was promoted to 

corporal. In fact George jumped directly from lance corporal to sergeant (temporary), his 

substantive rank remained corporal. The battalion had moved to the frontline on 23 August, George 

may well have remained at a base camp during this advance (AIF Battalion’s were leaving a 

‘nucleus’ of men out of each battle nowadays).  

 

On 31 August the 53rd Battalion crossed the Somme River at Omiecourt, here two men were killed 

and three wounded as they approached the river. The battalion then took up positions on high 

ground that overlooked Mont St Quentin. Marching then to north of Clery, the battalion’s 

Commanding Officer, Colonel Cheeseman, could see that their intended position was under heavy 

machine gun fire, so he halted the battalion about one thousand yards to the northwest of the 

original assembly position. A hot meal was finally provided around midnight. 

. 

In the early hours of 1 September the Battalion prepared to advance on Peronne. At 3.30am the 

Battalion moved forward in single file along a railway track near the River Somme, and proceeded 

to take up assembly positions in Florine and Prague trenches. C Company found that their section of 

trench was already occupied by German troops, resulting in a fierce fight before the trench was 

cleared. 

 



The 53rd Battalion 

launched its main attack at 

6.00am. The attack was 

blocked by German 

barbed wire that the 

preceding Allied artillery 

barrage had failed to 

break. The men were 

forced to spend valuable 

time cutting through the 

wire and losses from 

machine gun fire were 

considerable. The photo to 

the right, shows two of the 

battalion’s dead the 

following day, the 

abandoned packs belong to some of the battalion’s wounded. 

 

In his book ‘To the Last Ridge’, WH Downing (57th Battalion) described the actions of the 53rd 

Battalion on the morning of 1 September 1918: 

 

“On its right a part of the 14th Brigade attacked a maze of trenches hidden in Anvil Wood 

and protected by entanglements laid in broad belts in the fields and wreathed among the 

undergrowth. After a furious fight in which the attackers were badly mauled, our men penetrated 

the wood; and in doing so the 53rd were almost exterminated.” 

 

 



Somehow George Nott had come through all of these battle unscathed, perhaps during some he had 

been part of the ‘nucleus’ for the battalion, by 1918 all the Australian Battalions’ had taken to 

leaving a portion of the battalion out of the attack, it was this nucleus that would help re-build the 

battalion in the case of heavy casualties (like at Peronne).  

 

The 53rd Battalion remained in the line until the early morning of 3 September, when the entire 14th 

Infantry Brigade moved back to the vicinity of Herrecourt. The battalion settled into billets at Le 

Mesnil, and although warned out for a potential return to the line, were able to settle into Le Mesnil 

for several weeks. 

 

At Le Mesnil the battalion refitted as best it could, the men settled back into a regime of training 

and sport. On 21 September the battalion moved to the nearby cemetery, were it paid its respects to 

comrades who had fallen at Peronne. The 53rd Battalion was now showing a strength of 42 officers 

and 541 on its strength, however 12 officers and 129 men were detached and not physically with the 

battalion (a normal battalion’s strength was supposed to be over 1,000 men).  

 

The battalion was warned out for an impending move and on 27 September it marched to Hervilly, 

luckily in that village the battalion was able to source good shelter in old gun pits and dugouts upon 

its arrival around midnight. The next day the battalion rested as it prepared to enter the line on 29 

September.  

 

On 29 September the battalion marched forward and took up positions in the old front line trenches 

near Bellicourt. On 30 September the 53rd, supported by the 55th Battalion, took part in the battle of 

Bellicourt. The battalion was initially faced with heavy enemy machine gun fire from Le Catelet, 

Cabaret Farm and the Bellicourt Tunnel. After bitter hand-to-hand fighting the battalion gained its 

objectives, despite a tenuous hold those positions were held. 

 

It was on 1 October at Bellicourt that Sergeant Nott sprained his ankle and had to be evacuated. 

George’s injury was deemed to have been an accident, he was evacuated back to Abbeville to 

recuperate. After several weeks of rest George re-joined his battalion on 21 October. Upon re-

joining the battalion at St Maxent he was promoted to sergeant (temporary), his position following 

Sergeant Cullingford being wounded during the recent fighting at Bellicourt.  



When George re-joined his battalion it was training and resting away from the line at St Maxent. 

The men also had liberal amounts of time playing sport, the unit War Diary on 22 October 

recording;   

‘A feature of our training now is that owing to the Battalion numbers being small it is 

possible to train every man in the Lewis Gun, and the Battalion in consequence is becoming a 

Battalion of Lewis Gunners’  

 

In fact the 53rd Battalion had already fought its last battle. The battalion was still at St Maxent when 

the Armistice was declared. On 11 November 1918 the battalion was paraded for photographs and 

shortly before 11 am the CO formally informed the men that peace had indeed been declared.  

 

George is presumably one of the men shown in this AWM photo P11190.002 shown below. The 

photo is described as being the NCO’s from the 53rd Battalion at Saint Maxent on Armistice Day 

[11 November 1918]. The day after the photo George was on his way to England for two weeks 

leave.  

 
George re-joined his battalion just before it left St Maxent on 26 November, the battalion then 

entrained to Busigny. On 29 November it moved to Ribeauville, luckily the billets there were dry as 

it rained heavily. The following day the battalion moved on to Fesmy.  

 

The battalion remained at Fesmy up until 18 December. The battalion then marched to Boulogne, 

where it remained overnight. The battalion then moved to a more permanent billets at Sivry, it spent 

Christmas at Sivry, a little snow fell, but not enough to be uncomfortable. The locals helped the 

battalion celebrate. The battalion remained at Sivry for the remainder of December and all of 

January 1919. 

 

The battalion remained at Sivry for most of February as well. On 24 February the 53rd Battalion 

moved to Rance, here it amalgamated with the 55th Battalion.   



Towards the end of February 1919 George was attached to the Pay Corps and returned to England 

where he saw out the remainder of his time overseas. Sergeant Nott began his return to Australia 

aboard the Shropshire on 30 November 1919. George Washington Nott was discharged from the 

AIF on 30 April 1920 at Brisbane.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It’s unclear exactly what George Nott did after the war, he may have worked as a bank teller for a 

time (newspaper source). George then worked as a drover, a timber-splitter and as a stockman, 

apparently working in several different states. George’s file shows him working in the Pilliga 

district as a stockman in 1927.  

 

An entry on his army file records his death in 1934. What came to light from the newspapers of the 

day was an unfolding tragedy. George Nott had been living at the Pilliga Hotel and initially his 

disappearance on 14 February 1934 was a complete mystery, some bandying around suicide claims. 

 

 

George had initially been a stockman on the 

Keelendi Station, 18 miles out of Pilliga, he 

remained a single man. George appears to have 

moved to the Bugilbone Station (still in the Pilliga 

district) around 1929, continuing to work as a 

stockman and living in the Bugilbone Woolshed, 

by all accounts George was a ‘well-known’ 

resident about the Pilliga.  

 

An accident occurred several months before his 

disappearance, George was working in the 

woolshed (where he lived) at the time when a part 

of it collapsed. George’s hip was broken in the 

incident and he had to spend several months in 

hospital recovering. Upon his recovery George 

(shown right) apparently started a business as a 

Stock and Station Agent in Pilliga (and surrounds).  



 

It appears the George became engaged to the women 

that nursed him during his time in hospital, but scant 

details of her identity were revealed in the papers of the 

day. She apparently lived in Gunnedah, where George 

had been in hospital, after getting out of hospital George 

had returned to Pilliga, moving into the local hotel to 

pursue his Stock and Station job.  

 

On 14 February George had spoken to another boarder 

at the hotel, telling him that he was heading to Burren 

Junction that day. When Nott failed to return that night, 

Mrs Head, the wife of the proprietor of the Hotel, stated 

that she believed he may well have continued on the 

Gunnedah to visit his fiancé.  

 

After several days police suspicions heightened, 

Constable Phillips (Pilliga Police) raised concerns, 

stating that George had approached him prior to his 

disappearance complaining that he had been receiving 

threatening letters from a female within the Pilliga 

district. Initially George Nott was reported as being an 

imposing, well-respected man, indeed a returned war 

hero, having served as a sergeant with the 53rd 

Battalion, his large frame and height (6 foot 3inches) 

made him hard to miss.  

 

Indeed one newspaper reported; “Nott was among the 

first to enlist in the Great War, and served as 

sergeant with the 53rd Battalion. He was a delightful 

humourist, and whether in the trenches or going 

over the top, he was unchanged, laughing gleefully 

while shot and shell roared around him.”  

  

 

 

 

 

When Nott’s car was found partially submerged in the Namoi 

River on 18 February, rumours abounded as to what may have 

been his demise. Robert Williams, a sleeper cutter, and another 

man named Hooper had been fishing on the river that day, the 

river had been subsiding following flooding. The pair entered 

the river and wrenched off the car’s number plate and recovered 

a license from the front of the vehicle, they took the items to the 

Pilliga Police. The photos to the left show locals helping to drag 

the car from the river, the car would be put on display in front of 

the Burren Junction Courthouse during the first inquest.  

 

Dragging the river near the car proved fruitless and the car itself 

only added further suspicion, with suspicion that there may have 

been damage to the windscreen caused by a bullet. 



On 20 February Detective-Sergeant W. L. C. Alford [Police number 508] (shown below left) was 

dispatched from Newcastle to become the lead officer in charge of the case.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a day or two police did work out who had killed George Nott. 

It was Mrs Annie Richards that had caused his death, Annie and 

her husband, Henry, owned Bugilbone Station, she claimed that 

Nott had been bullying and taunting her for money and that she had 

finally had enough and snapped. Other rumours persisted that 

George and Annie had been romantically involved (Annie was 

quite a bit older) and that when Nott had met another woman Annie 

Richards had become jealous (the woman Constable Phillips had 

mentioned?)  

 

Mrs Richards admitted that she had struck Nott in the head with a 

rock while the pair had been sitting in his vehicle. George fell from 

the vehicle, believing he was dead Annie tried to dispose of his 

vehicle and burnt George’s body. When Annie’s husband, Henry, 

learnt of his wife’s actions he helped her to dispose of the vehicle 

in the river and dispose of George’s body.  

 

An inquest was held at the Burren Junction Courthouse (shown below) into Nott’s death and then 

later a Supreme Court Trial at Narrabri. The trial was presided over by Justice K. W. Street, Mr N  

McGhie appeared for the Crown, Mr S Mack, KC (King’s Counsel) for Mrs Richards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The trial of Annie Richards ran from 4 April 1934 at Narrabri. The final day, ___  ____ saw the 

final addresses by Mr McGhie and Mr Mack and by His Honour, Mr Justice Street. 

 

In his address on behalf of the Crown, Mr McGhie outlined the charge and referred to Mrs 

Richards’s statement. He stated the jury had to consider that the law must not be taken into our own 

hands. Mr McGhie said that the jury must reach a verdict of murder, he suggested that Mr Nott 

might have been burnt alive.  

 

The Crown said that after Mrs Richards threw the stone she had no way of knowing if Nott was 

dead or in a state of unconsciousness. Mr McGhie said that there was no way of knowing if Nott 

had been dead when the fire was built around him with the view to consuming his body.  

 

Annie Richards was allowed to make a brief statement to the jury, in her statement she claimed she 

had no intention of hitting or hurting Nott. Evidence was introduced from Thomas Nicholl of 

Gunnedah that Mrs Richards had told him that Nott would never marry Sister Lambert (the 

mysterious fiancé that had nursed him back to health in Gunnedah after his hip injury).  

 

Mr McGhie suggested that the murder was committed in a fit of frenzy and jealousy. Mr Nicholl 

had also added that Mrs Richards had told her that Nott was a married man (there was never any 

attempt made to verify this).  



The only witness called by Mr Mack for the defence was Reverend William Powell, of Pilliga. 

Reverend Powell (see below in group photo) said that Annie Richards was a good, moral woman.  

 

Mr Mack said that Mrs Richards had not been thinking of murder when she threw the stone. She 

had no more intention of hurting or hitting Nott than of flying. “Do you think she should be stamped 

as a criminal?”  

 

Mr Mack (shown left) continued to deride Georg Nott’s reputation, stating he 

was a great bully and had tried to bully money out of Mrs Richards. George 

Nott had been made out by Mr Mack to have been ‘a pest and a mongrel’ and 

‘that the praise of the people of New South Wales would be on Annie 

Richard’s side’.  

 

Mr Mack claimed that Annie Richards ‘was a good, kindly woman’ and ‘like 

a mother to a son, she looked after Nott’. He deplored the suggestion of 

immorality, and said that such a thing was ridiculous. Nott was dead and he 

said good riddance to him.  

 

Mr McGhie expressed regret that the name of Nott had been vilified. He stated that if a person 

killed a man, got rid of the body, and then vilified the man, and if, on such a defence, was acquitted, 

then no one was safe. He described the murder as extremely callous.  

 

Summing up Mr Justice Street (shown left) said if the jury were 

satisfied that the stone was thrown for a purpose, in reckless 

indifference to human life, and if death followed it amounted to 

murder. Justice Street also explained the definition of manslaughter 

as an alternative to the murder charge. After several other legal 

points he added that the jury must be satisfied that the act was done 

suddenly, in the heat of passion, and caused by provocation and 

without intent to cause death. If the jury were satisfied that Mrs 

Richards believed that Nott was dead, and that her actions were 

guided by that belief, then the burning of the body was not murder. 

 

After a retirement of about fifty minutes, the jury returned a verdict of not guilty, and the accused 

was acquitted. Shielding her face and leaning on the arm of her husband, Mrs Annie Richards left 

the court a free woman. The Truth newspaper showed photos of a relieved Mrs Richards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Locals had initially spoken well of George Nott, but as a result Mr Mack’s 

relentless attacks on his character Annie Richards was found not guilty of 

Murder and released, with not even a finding of manslaughter or similar. 

As a result Henry Richard’s trial (Henry shown right) was no billed 

following his wife’s Not Guilty verdict and his trial was aborted without a 

result. Annie Richard’s health throughout the trial was seen to have been 

poor, but it was Mr Mack that payed the price for a demanding trail, 

shortly after his return to Sydney he fell ill, contracting pneumonia he 

died shortly thereafter.  

 

Several of the newspapers of the day wrote a small article about a letter that arrived at Pilliga for 

George after his death. That letter was from his sister, Charlotte in England (Putney?), Police 

advised that they had tried to locate her, but had been unable to do so. The letter was returned to the 

Dead Letter Office, the ‘Pilliga Tragedy’ had made nearly every Australian paper of the day, but 

one wonders when and how George’s sister, Charlotte, might have learnt of her brother’s death, and 

what she would have made of Annie Richards verdict of Not Guilty. 

 

 

Footnotes; George and Charlotte were the siblings of William Frederick Nott and Hannah Hayward, 

they had married in September 1886.  

 

The nurse George may have been engaged to was possibly Sister Irene Lambert of Gunnedah (not 

verified).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1052 TROOPER Albert Arthur RETFORD 
 

Albert Retford hailed from Willesden in Middlesex, his parents 

were still living in Paddington (London) when Albert stepped 

forward to enlist at Sydney on 31 December 1914. Albert was 21 

years of age, he didn’t give the recruiting clerk any previous trade 

or job. 

 

Trooper Retford became part of the 6th reinforcements for the 1st 

Light Horse Regiment, continuing to train at the Liverpool camp. 

Albert’s draft left Sydney aboard the troopship Clan McEwen on 

30 June 1915, the men spent several months in Egypt. 

 

It was not until 25 October 1915 that Albert joined the 1st Light 

Horse regiment. On 13 November Albert was detached to DHQ 

(Divisional Headquarters) on escort duty, he probably then remained with headquarters.  

 

Less than two weeks later on 25 November Trooper Retford was admitted to hospital suffering from 

‘Mediterranean Fever’ or ‘Undulated Fever’. On 3 December he was sent to Malta aboard the 

hospital ship Glenart Castle. 

 

Albert returned to Egypt in mid-January 1916, ill-health again saw him in hospital at Heliopolis. On 

18 February 1916 he returned to duty at the Overseas Base [Depot] at Ghezireh. Towards the end of 

February he was transferred to the 1st Light Horse Reserve [Training] Regiment.  

 

Rather than re-joining the 1st Light Horse Regiment Albert transferred to the 4th Pioneer Battalion. 

Albert was taken on strength by the pioneers on 16 April 1916. The 4th Pioneer Battalion sailed for 

the Western Front aboard the Scotian, arriving at Marseilles in the south of France on 11 June 1916. 

 

Two weeks after his arrival in France Albert was promoted to lance corporal, only for him to revert 

back to being a private (sapper) on 3 August 1916.  

 

Albert’s file doesn’t show his exact dates, but during December 1916 he was granted ‘furlough’ to 

the U.K. On 30 December Albert was forced to report to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital at Southall 

because of an abscess on one of his legs.  

 

It was not until 22 January 1917 that Albert returned to duty at No 1 Command Depot at Perham 

Downs. The following day Albert was sent to Tidworth, apparently to assess his suitability to 

become a military policeman. Albert was formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps in 

late May 1917.  

 

In June 1917 Albert was earmarked for service on the Western Front, but now as a MMP. After a 

few days at the Rouelles depot on 4 August Albert was sent for duty with the 1st Anzac 

Headquarters MMP Detachment.  

 

A venereal affliction saw Albert sent to hospital for several months, it was not until 4 

October 1917 that he returned to duty at the Le Havre depot. Five days later he 

returned to duty with the 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP, from headquarters he was 

detached for duty with the 5th Divisional Headquarters MMP Detachment, but only spent a week 

with the detachment before re-joining the 1st Anzac Headquarters detachment. On 27 

October 1917 Trooper Retford was posted for duty with the 2nd Divisional MMP. 

 



Towards the end of November Albert was charged for ‘Neglect of Duty’ by his APM, he was found 

guilty and forfeited three days’ pay. On 30 January 1918 Albert returned to duty with the [now] 

Australian Corps Headquarter MMP Detachment.  

 

Albert was transferred for duty at the Australian Corps Field Punishment Compound on 25 

February. On 20 May he opted to transfer back to the 4th Pioneer Battalion.  Venereal disease saw 

him away from his pioneer battalion for all of October and half of November 1919, in mid-

December he returned to England on leave.  

 

More ill-health kept him in England, Albert was granted leave from 26 April up until 26 October 

1919, for at least part of that timeless was probably engaged in signwriting. Private Retford was 

recalled from that leave on 7 August 1919, he was granted a passage back to Australia aboard the 

Plassey, leaving England on 5 September 1919.  The Plassey arrived in Sydney on 25 October, it 

was not until Christmas Eve 1919 that Albert Arthur Retford was discharged from the AIF.  
 

 

2792 TROOPER Donald Adie Stewart ROSS 

 

 

 

 

 

512 SERGEANT William Henry SHARPE 
 

William Henry Sharpe was born at Woodend in Victoria in October 1887. By early 1915 he and his 

wife were living he and his wife, Ellen, were living in Waitchie (still in Victoria), the couple had 

four children, Arthur was 5, Elsie 3, John 2 and George only a few months old. William was 

working as a baker.  

 

Despite his young family William stepped forward to enlist at Ararat on 7 April 1915, his 

enlistment papers show that he had been rejected on medical grounds previously. William was 

allotted as a private to B Company with the 21st Battalion, carrying out most of his training at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.  

 

Early May saw a flurry of activity as the battalion finished equipping its men.  On 8 May 1915 the 

21st Battalion left the Broadmeadows Camp to embark from Melbourne aboard the Ulysses.  The 

Ulysses (shown below) and the Euripides steamed out of Port Phillip Bay together; the two vessels 

contained the troops of the Victorian 6th Infantry Brigade on board.                                                         

 



The trip to Egypt was relatively smooth steaming; the Ulysses arrived at Alexandria on 9 June.  The 

21st Battalion then entrained to the outskirts of Cairo where there was a large camp in the Heliopolis 

area.  The battalion took up lines within the Aerodrome Camp; the battalion remained at Heliopolis 

for the next three months.   

 

As a break from camp routine in mid-August the 21st Battalion was employed as the piquet for the 

Cairo area.  By the end of August the battalion had been brought up to full strength, as the battalion 

eagerly awaited a call up to the Dardanelles 

.  

Shortly before the 21st Battalion’s departure for 

Gallipoli William was transferred to the Headquarters 

of the 6th Infantry Brigade as a MMP. William was 

probably also aboard the Southland when it sailed 

with the 21st Battalion aboard on 29 October 1915. 

William would have been on-board when the 

troopship was torpedoed three days into the voyage, 

on 2 September.  

 

 

The Southland was left with a gaping hole in the side of the ship as it began to sink, the vessel 

listing badly.  The ship was evacuated in a more or less orderly fashion, and it was found that the 

crew had been able to keep the vessel afloat, albeit for an unknown time. The Ben-my-Chee and the 

hospital ship Neuralia helped take on board the men in the water and aboard the various lifeboats 

and rafts. Volunteers from the crew and several men from the troops on-board the Southland were 

actually able to get the troopship underway again and then limp it to Mudros Harbour, here the 

vessel was deliberately beached. 

 

The survivors from the Southland were also taken to Mudros.  At Mudros the 21st Battalion and the 

6th Brigade units were re-organised aboard the Transylvania; luckily most of the men’s personal 

belongings had survived the blast and were transferred to the Transylvania.  During the Southland 

attack some 30 men were lost due to injuries, or drowned as they evacuated the ship.  

                                                                                       

The Transylvania (shown left) took the 6th 

Brigade troops to Lemnos Island where the 

battalion spent several days. It was not until 6 

September that the 21st Battalion (and presumably 

William as part of 6th Brigade Headquarters) 

resumed their voyage to Anzac Cove, this final 

leg of the journey was aboard the Abasssieh.   

 

In early November William admitted to 

the 6th Field Ambulance on Anzac Cove, 

his admission recorded as pyrexia 

(fever/chills). William remained in 

hospital for ____ days before returning 

to duty. One of the hospital’s main tents 

is shown to the right. 

 



Trooper Sharpe remained a military policeman, on 6 December the various MMP of all the 2nd 

Division units were all formally taken on strength as part of the 2nd Australian Divisional 

Headquarters. The MMP all now came under the command of the 2nd Divisions APM, Captain J. 

Williams.  

 

Trooper Sharpe saw out the Gallipoli campaign on the peninsula, returning to 

Alexandria aboard the Minnewaska on 10 January 1916. The MMP of the 2nd 

Division continued to remain under its APM. Major A.B. 

Douglas-Brown took over the reigns as APM (from Williams) 

and held that role for most of the war. 

 

The 2nd Divisional MMP headed for the Western Front in 

mid-March 1916, William continued to serve as a MMP 

throughout the war. On 2 September 1916 he was promoted 

to corporal and appointed as a lance sergeant, this meant 

wearing the rank of sergeant without being formally trained 

or qualified for that rank. 

 

Around three weeks after his promotion all of the MMP from 

the various divisions were formally transferred to the Anzac 

Provost Corps. The photo (shown next page) shows William 

as a sergeant, it’s clear that he is a provost in the photo (see 

group photo below), but that he is wearing puttees, not the 

more normal leather leggings, the 2nd Division’s MMP 

obviously being mounted troops. Perhaps the photo is from 

early 1919 back in England when he was working as an 

AGMP (Garrison Police).  

 

In May 1917 William was in strife with Major Brown, he was 

charged with ‘Drunkenness, in that he was in the town of 

Boulogne, in the state of Drunkenness. 25/5/17.’  Sergeant 

Sharpe was busted back to his substantive rank of corporal. 

 

On 2 June 1917 William was admitted to the 5th Field 

Ambulance suffering scabies. When discharged on 13 June 

William appears to have requested a transfer and was 

detached for duty with the 5th Division, the 5th Division’s 

MMP were ably led by Major Edgar Langley.  



 

On 30 December 1917 William was sent on a two week course at the 4th Army Provost School of 

Instruction,  Sharpe rejoined the 5th Divisional Headquarters on 13 January 1918.  William 

remained with the 5th Division’s MMP up until 21 April, when he was transferred to the Australian 

Corps Headquarters Detachment. 

 

That would appear to date the following group photo from late April 1918 up until the Armistice 

(11 November 1918), it shows most (?) of the Headquarters detachment and if I’m not mistaken that 

is William marked by the arrow. He is once again wearing the rank of sergeant, he remained with 

the Corps Headquarters Detachment up until the Armistice.  Note that as in his individual photo 

William is wearing puttees, perhaps his individual choice? 

 

The officer in the photo (centre seated) appears to be Lieutenant Colonel William Smith, the head 

of the Australian Provost Corps in France and Belgium. The man to Smith’s right is Warrant 

Officer William Kenny. The man standing behind Sharpe’s right shoulder is probably Corporal 

John Kortright. 

 

 

Two days after the signing of the Armistice Sergeant Sharpe was detached for duty with the APM 

Paris. It’s unclear if he remained posted to Paris, but William did remain in France up until the end 

of January 1919, when he was sent back to England to prepare for his return to Australia. 

 

Admission to hospital in February (due to a venereal affliction) delayed his return to Australia, it 

was not until 2 June that he returned to duty at Parkhouse, he resumed duties as a provo. Finally on 

10 November 1919 William began his return to Australia aboard the Mahana (shown below). 

William Henry Sharpe was finally discharged back in Victoria on 24 January 1920. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

693 _____ David Gordon Tennyson SMITH   (Gallipoli service as MMP) 

 

298 SERGEANT Walter Thomas TYRRELL 

 
Walter Tyrrell was a somewhat unusual enlistee into the AIF, when he joined up on 3 April 1915 he 

described himself as a professional golfer.  Walter had been born and bred in Newport in England. 

 

Training in Victoria, it was only a little over a month after joining up, on 8 May, that Walter sailed 

for Egypt as a private in the 21st Battalion.  Walter continued his training in Egypt; he most 

probably did reach Anzac Cove (possibly around September?).  On 3 December Walter was 

promoted to corporal and was transferred to the 2nd Division Headquarters on Gallipoli as a MMP.  

 

Walter only reached his new unit on the peninsula on 6 December 1915; possibly he had done some 

from Egypt and not from a unit on Gallipoli (his file gives no date of his arrival on the peninsula).  

Walter had become a MMP only a week and a bit before the evacuation of the peninsula, the MMP 

played an important part in the evacuation.  

 

Continuing to serve as a MMP with the 2nd Division, Walter transferred to the Western Front in 

mid-March 1916, in early August he was promoted to the rank of lance sergeant.  In September 

1916 all the MMP of the divisions were formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps, 

Walter remained attached to the 2nd Division and continued to serve on the Western Front until late 

May 1918. 

 

On 31 May 1918 Sergeant Tyrrell marched into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, Tidworth was the 

Headquarters of the Anzac (now Australian) Provost Corps in the U.K.  At any one time there was 

around twenty five percent of the corps at Tidworth.  Walter continued to serve as a military 

policeman in the U.K. up until September 1919. 

 

In late 1919 Walter was detached from the provost corps and was attached to the 20 th Company of 

the RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) at Warminster.  Walter saw out his service at Warminster, 

he only returned to the provosts in mid-April 1920, shortly before being allocated a passage home 

to Australia.   

 



Walter Tyrrell finally returned to Australia soil on 19 June 1920, when he disembarked at 

Melbourne.  Walter was discharged from the AIF on 17 September 1920. 

 

 

71/509 Warrant Officer Class II  Henry Francis WHITTY   
 
Henry Whitty enlisted on 2 January 1915, in late March he was allotted to the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment.  The 13th Regiment sailed for Egypt aboard the Persic in late May 1915. 

 

Elements of the regiment, including Henry, landed on Anzac Cove                  .  Henry transferred to 

the 2nd Divisions HQ as a MMP on 31 October 1915.  In early December he was sent back to Egypt, 

via Mudros, to carry out an escort, he was promoted shortly before the escort.  

 

Whitty most probably remained in Egypt, rather than returning to the peninsula, he rejoined the 2nd 

Division’s HQ in early January upon its return to Egypt.  Henry remained with the 2nd Division 

throughout the war, he was promoted to sergeant in April 1916 and then to staff sergeant in April 

1917.  

 

Towards the end of January 1918 Whitty was promoted to the rank of warrant officer (class II) and 

would stay that rank until discharge.  Whitty was mentioned in Dispatch and was awarded a 

Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) for his services throughout the war in January 1919; he was 

discharged in January 1920.  

 

Whitty’s citation read:- 

 

 This N.C.O. has been with the 2nd Australian Divisional Police for period 1st January 1916 

to 10th September 1918.  

 He has at all times worked with indefatigable energy and shown great tact.  During 

offensive operations he has shown great ability in controlling the traffic which has been under 

heavy shell fire.  Through his coolness, ability, tact, and personal example, he has shown a great 

example to the Provost and Traffic Branch of this Division.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

235 LANCE CORPORAL Walter Reginald WILLSON, MM 



 

Reg Willson was the ninth child of Charles Danford Willson and his wife, France Zuleime Willson 

(nee Sealy). The couple had twelve children. The photo below shows ten of the children, Tom and 

Dante (Danford jnr) are not present in this photo.   

 

  
Above: The Willson family. Back row, left to right: Charles, May, Harry, Beatrice, Danford, 

Myrtle and Lilla. Front: Ivy, Zuleime with Clem, Syd and Reg (circled) 

Charles was part of an early pioneer family which had settled on Kangaroo Island, SA, in 1867. In 

1874 he married Zuleime, who was the daughter of a teacher on the island. The couple lived on the 

property, ‘American Beach’, near Penneshaw on Kangaroo Island. Nearly all the children were born 

on the island, where Charles and Zuleime lived all their lives. 

 
Walter Reginald Willson was born on the island in March 1892. He was always known as Reg. Reg 

grew up on the island; his early education was at a ‘half school’ at American River and then, when 

numbers declined, at the larger Penneshaw School. Reg worked as a farmer on the family farm, a 

holding of about 2 000 acres. 

 



Reg enlisted at Morphettville on the South Australian mainland on 11 September 1914. He was 22 

years of age and told the recruiting clerk that he was a farmer. Private Reg Willson was allotted to 

the 1st Reinforcements for the 10th Battalion.  

Ill-health caused Reg to be medically discharged 

on 21 November 1914. When Reg re-enlisted at 

Keswick on 27 January 1915, he was again 

declared medically fit and was re-allotted to ‘H’ 

Company with the Base Depot Infantry at the 

Oaklands Camp. Also known as the Warradale 

Army Camp, this camp comprised 56 acres and 

was bounded by the Oaklands and Morphett Roads.  

Reg remained allotted to ‘H’ Company until 15 

March 1915, when he was formally transferred to 

the 27th Battalion. The 27th Battalion was raised in 

South Australia in March 1915 and was sometimes 

referred to as ‘Unley’s Own’, referring to the area 

of South Australia where many of the men hailed 

from. ‘A’ and ‘B’ Companies were all South 

Australian men, while in Western Australia, Major 

Wisdom formed ‘C’ and ‘D’ Companies.  

Reg became part of ‘A’ Company and appears to 

have quickly earnt his corporal’s stripes. The photo 

below shows No. 2 Platoon, ‘A’ Company, 27th 

Battalion. If I’m not mistaken, that is Reg who I 

have circled. The photos of all the platoons from 

‘A’ Company are shown at the end of this write-up 

(courtesy of Guy Dollman on the South Australian Pictorial Honour Roll website). 

 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Walter Dollman [right] had command of the 

battalion, which moved to Mitcham Camp (to the south of the City of 

Adelaide) in mid-April to continue its training. Reg continued to hold 

the rank of corporal.  

Dolman had been the Mayor of Unley for a time and it was down Unley 

Road that the troops marched to be greeted and celebrated at the Town 

Hall prior to embarking for Egypt [below]. Dollman’s daughter 

presented each man from Unley with a small gift during the event. 

 



The camp at Mitcham was 

typical of those formed 

during the early months of 

the war. Mitcham Camp was 

used as a model for other 

camps, such was the camp’s 

efficiency and presentation. 

The enlisted men were 

accommodated in old 

fashioned ‘bell tents’ and 

made themselves as 

comfortable as they could 

under the circumstances. The 

Quartermaster’s branch 

worked hard in equipping the 

troops as they prepared to 

serve overseas. 

 

After weeks of intensive 

training, route marches, 

farewell parades in front of 

enthusiastic crowds, and 

rousing speeches by the 

Governor of the day and 

other dignitaries, the battalion 

boarded trains [right] and 

headed to the dock. The 27th 

Battalion embarked on the 

Geelong on 31 May 1915, 

bound for Egypt where 

further training was to occur. 

The men had entrained from 

Mitcham aboard two trains, 

and little time was lost in 

embarking the battalion. ‘The 

Blue and Brown Diamond’, a history of the 27th Battalion (co-written by Colonel Dollman) 

described the send off. 



Above: The departure of the Geelong was met with the same enthusiasm shown to all 

departing troopships. 

The regimental band was mustered on the upper deck, and, until the transport sailed, 

enlivened the proceedings with a fine programme of music. Amid the greatest enthusiasm 

from soldiers and civilians alike the troopship slowly swung out from the wharf, while 

fluttering ribbons and waving flags evidenced the deep sentiment of affection which 

characterised the parting. And so they sailed, these men of the Twenty-Seventh Battalion, 

bound overseas to take their part in the mighty conflict between nations, leaving behind 

sorrowing but brave hearts to bear the suspense of separation, and to pray for the safe 

return of their dear ones. Slowly the troopship leaves the wharf, the long streaming ribbons 

grow taut and snap, the band plays farewell music, to those on board the cheering grows 

faint, the groups of watching figures on the wharf merge into one another, and the home-

land fades from sight. 

Most of the men had never been to sea before and this made the first few days of the voyage quite 

uncomfortable. The band was kept busy entertaining the troops, and as much physical activity as 

possible was encouraged to keep the men occupied. From Western Australia the convoy headed 

direct to Suez. Private W Graham of Hamley Bridge was the first man to die during the voyage, and 

he was buried at sea.  



Suez was sighted on 5 July and the next morning the battalion disembarked and moved by train to 

Cairo. The battalion’s first camp was near Heliopolis at a camp known as the Aerodrome Camp. 

About a fortnight after its arrival in Cairo, the battalion moved to a camp at Abbassia, where it 

joined up with the other battalions of the 7th Brigade (25th, 26th, 27th and 28th Battalions). Among the 

duties for the 27th Battalion was the garrisoning of the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks at Cairo and the duties 

of suppling a town piquet and various guards.  

 

After two months in Egypt, orders were received for embarkation for Gallipoli. On 3 September 

1915, the battalion entrained to Alexandria, where it embarked (with the 28th Battalion) aboard the 

Invernia [above]. With the high-risk of enemy submarines being present, the men were required to 

wear lifebelts night and day. 

Lemnos was reached on 9 September; the troopship moving into Mudros Harbour on the 12th. The 

battalion left Lemnos for the Gallipoli Peninsula on the evening of 12 September. The 27th was 

landed under the cover of darkness at one of the small timber jetties that had been built on Anzac 

Cove.   

Guides took the battalion to a position known as Taylor’s Hollow, where the men dropped and had 

a few hours sleep. During the night of 3 September, the battalion took over trenches from New 

Zealand troops at Cheshire Ridge. The trenches in that sector were poorly constructed and the men 

from the 27th Battalion quickly set about improving them. 

The battalion also sent out patrols to help secure the sector. After the battalion settled in it was 

found that a platoon could be sent back to the beach to bathe. The battalion set about improving the 

trenches and creating winter quarters (dugouts) to protect the men from the elements. On 24 

October 1915, Reg attended the 7th Field Ambulance, where he was admitted for five days, with his 

condition recorded as ‘rheumatism’. Reg rejoined his unit on 30 October. 



A small note dated 20 November shows that Reg was charged for ‘Neglect of Duty’ and he was 

reprimanded by Colonel Dollman over the incident. On 1 December 1915, Reg again attended the 

field ambulance, where he was diagnosed as suffering ‘dysentery’.  

Reg was evacuated from the Peninsula and sent back to Egypt aboard a hospital ship on 3 

December. He was admitted to No. 3 Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis, where he received treatment 

for the next two weeks. 

Corporal Willson was fit to return to duty at an Overseas Base in Cairo on 22 December. However, 

by now the Gallipoli Peninsula had been evacuated and the 27th Battalion was preparing to return to 

Egypt. The 26th, 27th and 28th Battalions had, in fact, left Anzac Cove on 12 December 1915, 

moving back to rest camps near Sarpi on Mudros. 

It was not until 8 January 1916 that the 27th Battalion, together with the 23rd and 24th Battalions 

headed from Mudros aboard the Minnewaska back to Alexandria, where it arrived two days later. 

The 27th Battalion then entrained to Tel-el-Kebir where it established its camp. Reg rejoined the 27th 

Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir on 12 January 1916. 

On 24 February 1916, Reg transferred to the MMP (Military Mounted Police) of the 2nd Division, 

where the MMP were part of the 2nd Divisional Headquarters. Reg’s transfer was probably 

voluntary. At this time in Egypt, many of the Australian divisions were looking for men suitable to 

carry out the MMP role. With his transfer, Reg voluntarily reverted to the substantive rank of 

trooper, but was probably a lance corporal (one stripe).  

Captain ABD Brown [left] was the APM (Assistant 

Provost Marshall). He had been appointed to that role 

from the 17th Battalion in early January 1916 and had 

overseen the selection of men suitable to be military 

policemen for the 2nd Division. Brown was promoted to 

major and had command of the 2nd Division’s MMP for 

most of the war. Lieutenant R Penna [right] would serve 

as TCO (also referred to as being an APM Learner) for 

the 2nd Division for much of the war. Penna was an ex-

policeman, and like Brown, was well-respected by his MMP.  

Brown and his MMP sailed from Alexandria with the 2nd Divisional Headquarters on 16 March 

1916, arriving at Marseilles in the south of France on 21 March. On 11 April 1916, Reg was 

promoted back to corporal (acting), once again wearing two stripes.  

On 24 September 1916, all the MMP of all the Australian divisions were formally transferred to the 

Anzac Provost Corps. On Reg’s file a further stamp quotes an AIF Order 16-9-16 acknowledging 

that he was ‘Taken on strength of the Anzac Provost Police’ (the other common title of the corps). 

On Christmas Eve, 1916, Reg was admitted to a 

casualty clearing station, suffering from ‘oral 

sepsis’ and was evacuated back to Rouen on the 

French coast for further treatment. On 13 January 

1917, Reg crossed the English Channel aboard the 

Hospital Ship Glenart Castle and was admitted to 

the 5th London General Hospital at Westminster. 

Here his condition was simply recorded as being a 

‘debility’.  



Reg remained in hospital up until 3 April 1917, when he was granted two weeks furlough prior to 

returning to duty at No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 18 April. Reg had been medically 

downgraded to ‘B1a2’ and was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth for a short time. 

At Tidworth, Reg reverted to his substantive rank of lance corporal. On 24 June 1917, Reg returned 

to France, spending a week at the Rouelles Depot. The Rouelles Depot was for mounted troops 

(cavalry) and at this stage of the war, MMP returning to the Front would be sent to this depot. 

Willson rejoined the 2nd Division MMP on 4 July, 1917.  

Major Brown recommended Reg for a Military Medal following the fighting near Ypres during the 

Battle of Menin Road in September 1917. The map below shows the Birrs Cross intersection. It is 

not far from Ypres and the well-known Hellfire Corner.  

 

 

As can be seen by the recommendation, Reg was a lance corporal at the time and he was awarded 

the Military Medal (MM).   

 



In December 1917, Reg attended the 2nd Army Provost School for two weeks refresher training, 

which involved instruction in areas such as Charge Reports and Evidence, Notebook and Traffic 

Notes. Practical skills dealt with included Physical Training and Self Defence and Revolver 

handling (the provosts normally carried Webleys). A further part of the course dealt with 

Equitation and Stables, remembering that Military Police were mounted troops. The men were also 

assessed on their General smartness and efficiency. 

Lance Corporal Willson continued to serve with the 2nd Division’s MMP throughout 1918. In late 

August 1918, Reg spent two weeks in hospital suffering from tonsillitis. Reg was still serving in 

France (and Belgium) when the Armistice was signed on 11 November 1918.  

On 1 January 1919, Reg was promoted to corporal (temporary). On 12 February, Reg had to be 

admitted to the 40th Stationary 

Hospital, like so many others suffering 

from Spanish Influenza. His condition 

was listed as ‘dangerously ill’. Reg 

didn’t succumb to the flu, and by 21 

February, Reg was fit enough to be 

transferred to England, where he was 

admitted to the Military Hospital, 

Endell Street, in Holborn, London. The 

hospital had been opened by 

suffragettes in 1915 and was staffed 

entirely by women. An entrance to the 

hospital is shown. 

Reg was fit enough to be discharged from hospital on 3 March and was granted furlough until 17 

March, when he was to report to No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs. On 18 March, Reg 

marched out to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. Bhurtpore Barracks and the London Detachment 

were the two largest contingents for the Australian (previously Anzac) Provost Corps. 

 

Just prior to marching into Tidworth, Reg was promoted to the rank of Extra Regimental 2nd 

Corporal. This was a rank commonly used by the Military Police, where it was felt that the men 

needed rank to effectively carry out their role, so a large portion of the provost corps were made 

corporal. In April 1919, Reg returned to France for a little over a month; he was detached to the 1st 

Division during this period. 

On 31 May 1919, Reg marched back into Bhurtpore Barracks. As the number of troops lessened on 

the Salisbury Plain, the bulk of the Military Police activities were focused on London. The London 

Detachment was based at 58 Warwick Square and Reg appears to have be transferred to there.   



Reg gave this address on his marriage certificate when he 

married at Yiewsley (Western edge of London) on 23 August, 

1919. This would also indicate why Reg had not sought to return 

to Australia earlier, as his early enlistment would have seen him 

eligible for an earlier passage home. Reg married Daisy Herbert. 

Daisy [right] was serving with the British Army at the time. 

Reg wrote a belated letter back to his mother on Kangaroo 

Island. In it he gave details of his pending marriage to Daisy. 

Reg’s letter is included below.  

 

Above is a photo from Reg and Daisy’s wedding. Daisy’s parents, Alfred and his wife are standing 

behind the happy couple. Those sitting (left to right) are: Vi Gerrard; Reg’s best man; the happy 

couple; Daisy’s sisters, Doll, Elsie and, standing, Olive. The three younger children sitting on the 

ground are Daisy’s younger siblings (left to right): Lilly, Betty and Mabel. Those standing in the 

back row are probably a mix of family and friends, remembering that Daisy had also been in 

uniform. 

The original version of this photo shows that both Reg and his best man are military policemen. 

Reg is clearly a lance corporal at this time. Both Reg and his best man have years of service 

chevrons on their lower right sleeves, indicating both had enlisted in 1914. Reg has been issued 

with his medals, hence he wears his ribbon bar. His best man was not yet issued with his.   

Reg’s letter to his mother was on four small pages and has been reproduced in Trevor Blood’s, ‘The 

History of the Willson Neave and Clark Families of Kangaroo Island’. 



         Yiewsley, Middlesex 21.8.1919 

My Dear Mother, 

 By the time you get this I shall be an old married man. So you see I am no better than the 

rest of your son’s. Everything has been in a bit of a hurry as I did not want to stay in England after 

I am married, I have just about finished with the military now and shall be on indefinite leave until 

the boat sails. I have left telling you until the last. 

 I was not going to wait until after the 23rd. but they tell me I should have written before. I 

am not to say much about my wife as I feel here that you will know that she is alright, as I am 

bringing her home. Her people are only plain hardworking people, but the right sort. I am staying 

with them now and shall remain here until the boat sails. I am going to Hastings for the 

Honeymoon, you know I hated talking about these things.  

 So will get Mrs W. to write next week. I think you can feel more contented now Mother as 

there will be no doubt about me settling down to work, of course I shall be a bit of a nuisance but 

Mrs R. won’t be very much bother. Her people are not very keen on her going out but I settled all 

that and let them know that I am boss. So they try and influence me in any way now. I shall send 

you a photo… 

 … next week so you will see what sort of a girl I have 

chosen. I feel too excited to write very much now as I like the 

rest of them (think I am very clever). She is confirmed to the 

Church. I am to be married at St Matthews, Yiewsley, 

Middlesex. 

 Much love to all at home from Miss D.P. Herbert 

who will be Mrs R. when you receive this.    

        

    Ever Your Loving Son, 

Reg 

Reg and Daisy began their return to South Australia aboard the Marathon [below] on 7 November, 

1919. The Marathon reached South Australian soil on 14 December. Walter Reginald Willson was 

not formally discharged from the AIF until 29 March, 1920.   



Reg and Daisy settled on Kangaroo Island for most of their married life, the couple’s property was 

‘Frogmore’ American Beach.  Reg and Daisy had four children, Ken, Norma, Joan and Myrna.  

Reg did take his family to Western Australia in 1925 for several years, he engaged in various 

occupations, managing a farm in that state for a time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg’s medals are in the safe keeping of Ken’s family, the first medal shown is the Military Medal 

(MM) followed by the 1914-15 Star (more commonly referred to as the Gallipoli Star), the British 

War Medal and then the Victory Medal.  Ken, Joan and Norma would all serve during the Second 

World War, Myrna still being to young to enlist.  Ken is shown with his two sisters, Joan to his 

right, Norma on his left. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos and information courtesy of Joan Waites (on behalf of her family). Extracts also taken from 

Trevor Blood’s book (quoted earlier).   

 

1037 ____ Ernest Charles WILSON 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 


