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Australian soldiers conveying to the local cemetery the body of a civilian killed by the German 

shells.  Whilst Baizieux was being heavily shelled, in a back street, soldiers discovered an old lady 

of about seventy years of age sitting beside the corpse of her husband who had just died.  The 

woman was sent to a village out of range of shell fire and the old man was buried in the local 

cemetery.  The services of a French interpreter attached to the 35th Division, who happened to be 

passing through Baizieux at the time, and who in peace time was a priest, read the burial services 

over the old man.  The interpreter was awaiting our arrival at the cemetery. A cross was erected 

over the grave and the old man’s particulars placed inside a bottle, which was placed on the grave.  

The old woman was the last the last civilian to leave Baizieux.  Identified, left to right: Major 

M.L.F. Jarvie MC, Deputy Assistant Provost Marshal (DAPM), 4th Australian Division;  M. 

Diebolt, French Interpreter;  Sergeant Shirley MSM, Australian Provost Corps (APC), attached to 

4th Australian Division (with moustache);  Trooper (Tpr) Hackett, APC, attached to the 4 th 

Australian Division (beside Shirley);  Tpr Mulhare, APC, attached to the 4th Australian Division 

(obscured, behind Shirley);  a member of the Australian Army Medical Corps (AAMC) (behind 

Mulhare);  Tpr Kelly, APC attached to the 4th Australian Division (behind Hackett);  Sergeant 

Major Wilkinson MSM, APC, attached to the 4th Australian Division (carrying rope);  unidentified 

in the background. 
AWM photo E01842  Taken 31 March 1918 at Baizieux.  



In the photo the interpreter can be seen carrying the bottle in his left hand, presumably with the old 

man’s details inside it.  The AWM doesn’t acknowledgement the maker of E01842 or the two 

photos that follow in Milton Jarvie’s write-up, but possibly they were taken by the same official war 

photographer who fastidiously recorded the details of the scene and all the persons within the scene.  

The clarity of the photos and the detailed stories recorded, suggest that may have all been taken by 

one of the official AIF photographer’s, possibly Captain Hubert Wilkins and his staff? 

 

 

THE SOLDIERS IN THE PHOTO. 
 

MAJOR   Milton Livingstone Frederick JARVIE   MC 

 
Milton Jarvie was born at Pyramil, near Mudgee in New South Wales in 1891.  

Having received a university education, by 1914 Milton was managing (?) the 

‘Costing and Manufacturing Department’ of the British-Australasian Tobacco 

Company in Sydney (?). 

 

Jarvie had also spent a period of time as a Sub-Lieutenant in the Naval Reserve 

before he chose to enlist in the AIF early in 1915, his exact enlistment date is 

unclear, however he applied for and was granted a commission on 13 August 

1915.  On that application he stated that he had already spent about five months 

at the Liverpool Camp, during which time he had completed various Officers courses as well as 

musketry training. 

 

Granted a commission, Jarvie became a 2nd Lieutenant with the 1st Battalion and sailed as a re-

enforcement for that battalion in October 1915, arriving at Suez, in Egypt, in early November.  

Jarvie didn’t join the 1st Battalion on Gallipoli, instead remaining in Egypt, presumably joining his 

battalion when it returned to Egypt in early January 1916, following the evacuation of the Gallipoli 

peninsula in December. 

  

With the expansion of the AIF and the need for more military policemen, Lieutenant Jarvie joined 

around a dozen other officers, to help form part of the fledgling Anzac Provost Corps in early May 

1916.  The officers and men came together at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo, officially the 

Corps was to have a total strength of 21 officers and 589 other ranks.  Jarvie, at six foot two inches 

and twelve stone and in his mid-twenties, would have well fitted the mould required to be a suitable 

provost officer; he would prove to be a most capable officer throughout the war. 

 

With the emphasis shifting to the Western Front in early August 1916 the Training Centre at 

Abbassia began winding down as the bulk of the men required for the corps were now trained, the 

majority of the corps, including Lieutenant Jarvie, were sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, in 

England.  Tidworth would become the focal point for the Australian Military Police in the UK, as 

well as becoming the AIF’s military police training centre in England, from now on about twenty 

five per cent of the corps would be posted around the Tidworth area. 

 

On 1 January 1917 Jarvie was promoted to captain and was appointed as the Adjutant at Bhurtpore 

Barracks.  Jarvie would remain in that role until mid-1917.   At that time Colonel Williams, the 

Head of the AIF’s Provost Corps in the UK, received a telegram requesting that his Adjutant, 

Captain Jarvie proceed to 1st Anzac for permanent duty in France.  This was in line with corps 

policy in rotating the Corp’s officer and men through the more hazardous duties on the Western 

Front.  



Williams responded to Colonel Griffiths, the Commandant at the AIF Headquarters in London:-  

 

Jarvie is a very capable A.P.M. indeed, and I will have much difficulty in filling his place.  I 

am not sorry, however, that he is going for his own sake, and as I told Major Smith (Head of 

the Corps in France) when he was here, I am glad to do anything to the interests of the 

detachments in France. 

 

In July 1917 Captain Jarvie was warned out that he was to be posted on rotation to 

France, attached to 1st Anzac Headquarters, Jarvie was initially appointed as an APM 

Learner.  On 21 November 1917 Jarvie was appointed as the APM, 4th Division Headquarters, 

taking over from Major T Brown who was posted back to England on compassionate grounds.  It 

would appear that Jarvie as APM for a division was probably given the acting rank of Major.    

         

Jarvie would prove to be well suited to this role.  In late January 1918 he attended the 4th Army 

Provost School for a weeks’ training, he then resumed his duties with the 4th Division.  While 

serving on the Western Front it appears that Milton Jarvie chose to take most of his leave in Paris or 

in other parts of Europe, not to travel to the U.K. like most.  In February 1918 Milton was granted 

two weeks leave in Paris. 

 

On 15 May Jarvie was admitted to the 12th Field Ambulance for three days, suffering pyrexia.  This 

appears to the only ill health that Milton suffered while overseas.  Ten days after re-joining his unit 

Jarvie was again given leave in Paris, on this occasion seven days ‘special leave’. 

 

 
 

AWM E01843   Baizieux, France. Taken 31 March 1918. 

 

Taken around the same time as the leading photo in this article, this photo shows cattle being driven 

to a safer location at Mellen-au-Bois.  A mixture of men, including French gendarmes, British 

gunners, Veterinary Corps men, as well as Major Jarvie and some of his MMP were involved in the 

relocation of the stock.  Major Jarvie is the mounted officer on the roadway. 

 

  



The following photo was taken in the Picardie area of France, on 7 July 1918, the group consists of 

many high ranking Generals, as well as several important French officials.   The mounted figure in 

the rear is an MMP keeping an eye on the group; presumably he is a member of the 4th Division as 

the officer closest to him is in fact Major Jarvie, MC.  Jarvie is facing a driver and a French soldier 

that are standing near the two vehicles.   

 

Amongst the group of dignitaries are; The French Premier, Clemenceau, General Rawlinson, 

Lieutenant General Monash, Major General Sinclair MacLagan and Colonel’s Dowse and 

Lavarack, the inspection is of the 4th Division’s portion of the front.  Probably both photographs 

were taken by the same official war photographer as the leading photo in this article.  Both of these 

photos have a second image with the figures numbered on that additional image in order to easily 

identify them. (E01843K) and (E02529K) 

 

 

 
 

AWM E02529  Taken 7 July 1918 at Picardie, France.  (On the Somme) 

 

In early September 1918, Jarvie was granted two weeks leave to a somewhat unusual destination, 

Rome, we can assume that this was at Jarvie's request. Upon his return to the 4th Division Major 

Jarvie was formally awarded the Military Cross, his citation read as follows;- 

 

For continuous good work and devotion to duty as DAPM of this Division, particularly in regard to 

his duties in the forward areas under heavy shell fire.  At all times arrangements for the evacuation 

of POW’s and traffic control during operations have been most successfully carried out, and his 

intrepidity and coolness on very many occasions under heavy shell fire have been a most excellent 

example to his own men and all around him.  

Period covered – 25 Feb. to 17 Sep 1918. 

 

Jarvie was formally promoted to the rank of major on New Year’s Day 1919 (he had been wearing 

that temporary rank for over twelve months).  Shortly after that promotion Jarvie was again granted 

Paris leave.  Milton Jarvie remained in France until early May 1919. On 2 May Jarvie marched out 

to London and commenced duty as the DAPM for the Warminster area, he continued to retain his 

rank of major.   The Warminster detachment numbered one officer and about sixty men.                                                       

  



Jarvie continued to serve at Warminster 

for the remainder of 1919.  On 27 January 

1920 he took up duty with Headquarters 

in London, the photo below would be 

from this period.  Described as ‘Warwick 

Square’ this was where the Australia 

Provost Corps operated out of in London. 

Milton Jarvie is second from the left. 

 
AWM A02815  Autographed group Portrait 

taken at Warwick Square.  Circa 1919. 

 

It was not until 20 May 1920 that Jarvie 

boarded the Kigoma and returned to New 

South Wales, he disembarked at Sydney 

on 18 July.  Major Jarvie remained in the AIF until October 1920.  In May 1925 he became a 

member of the NSW Legislative Assembly, and would remain so for some ten years, firstly as the 

member for the Western Suburbs and then as the member for Ashfield. 

 

In November 1927 Jarvie had cause to take the newspaper the Labor Daily Ltd to court following 

its publication of the following article :- 

 

“ Mr Jarvie the Nationalist candidate, has put some jargon questions to Mr Lang.  One of 

them refers to Mr Ryan as “An avowed Communist”.   I have known Mr Ryan personally for 

some years.   He was never in the Communist Party.  If ex-Major says he is, then let him 

swear an affidavit to that effect; or if he is a sport let him wager 100 pounds on it, the loser’s 

cut to go to the Children’s Hospital.   

 

Prior to his enlistment he was a clerk in the employ of the Tobacco trust.   When he went into 

camp the rank of Lieutenant was thrust upon him.   But here’s the point, he asks Mr Lang to 

deny ‘facts’, well Mr. Jarvie deny the truth of this.   He never saw a shot fired, smelt powder 

(unless it was face or flea) succoured the wounded, or even set foot in France.  He was a 

military ‘jack’ in London for the duration.   I know all this because I went to Egypt in the 

same draft as he did.  He left us very quietly and mysteriously.    At one conference of the 

Returned Soldiers League a member moved that any able bodied man that was in the Military 

Police should be debarred from Membership.  That applies to ex-Major Jarvie”. 

 

To prove Jarvie’s case his solicitor requested a summary of his 

service (B 103) from the Army be presented to the court.  Indeed 

this summary confirmed his service with the 4th Division on the 

Western Front for well over a year, as well as recording that he had 

been awarded the Military Cross for his service in France. 

 

 
The portrait to the left is Milton Jarvie taking towards the end of 

World War II, he once again held the rank of major throughout 

WWII and from 1945 to 1947 worked with the United Nations 

Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), mainly 

supervising displaced persons camps in Austria.  

 
AWM P01042.009   c.1946   N60073 Major Milton Jarvie, MC 

  



2146   TROOPER William Thomas HACKETT 

 
William Hackett enlisted at Lismore in March 1915; he was 23 

years old at the time.  Joining up from the northern part of the 

state William was sent to Enoggera, on the outskirts of Brisbane, 

for his training, he became a re-enforcement for the 15th 

Battalion (a predominantly Queensland Battalion). The photo of 

William comes from the newspaper The Queenslander. 

 

Private Hackett joined his battalion on the Gallipoli in early 

August 1915.  However by the end of August he had been 

evacuated to Mudros on Lemnos Island, because of ill health.  

William was initially diagnosed as suffering from colitis; this 

was later re-diagnosed as enteritis.  William doesn’t appear to 

have rejoined his battalion; he remained on Lemnos until 

February 1916, when he returned to Egypt.  William appears to 

have then worked (?) at the No 3 Auxiliary Hospital, Cairo, 

(possibly as a guard?) for the next few months, possibly at this 

time he had been medically downgraded. 

 

 

In August 1916 William was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, 

apparently earmarked as a MMP with the Headquarters of the 4th Australian Division.  

With the training centre at Abbassia (Cairo) winding down, Hackett was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks 

at Tidworth in England, for several months’ formal military police training, prior to him being 

posted to France. 

                                                                                                                            

After a brief time at the Etaples depot, William joined the 4th Division in 

mid-October 1916.  William served with the 4th Division on the Western 

Front for most of the war, he had several bouts of illness, including a 

bout of venereal disease, these afflictions saw him hospitalised for 

further periods. 

 

The photo, which includes William (shown in a close-up to the right) 

gives a good illustration of the kit of a MMP attached to one of the 

Infantry Divisions on the Western Front.  William is wearing a revolver, 

as are most of the MMP shown, he has his gas mask slung to his side, 

William also appears to have the brass ‘A’ on his upper sleeve 

indicating his Gallipoli service.  Interestingly he and several other of the 

MMP are not wearing their issue leggings, rather a lace-up style legging.  

 

Only days after the ‘burial’ photo was taken, on 2 April 1918, William 

was wounded in action, receiving shrapnel wounds to his face, arm and 

hand.  On that same day, two of William’s fellow 4th Division MMP’s, 

Trooper’s Kenny and Williams, were killed in action, also as a result of 

enemy shellfire. Although not formally verified it was probably the 

same explosion that killed or injured all three. Evacuated to England, 

William would not return to France, when fit enough to return to duty he 

did so at Tidworth.  

 

 



Shortly after returning to duty William was posted to London and would remain there until his 

eventual return to Australia in August 1919.  Even as a provost, because of his 1915 enlistment 

William would have been eligible to return to Australia earlier, he probably opted to remain in the 

UK by choice, following his marriage to Christine Henden at Croydon (London) on 16 November 

1918.  In early 1919 William received his promotion to corporal (extra regimental). 

 

William and Christine both returned to New South Wales aboard the troopship Zealandia in August 

1919, it was nearly 1920 before William was finally discharged from the AIF.  



2450   TROOPER John Francis KELLY  
 

John Kelly was born at Warracknabeal in Victoria; he was married, 35 years of age and had been 

working for the railways, when he chose to enlist on 8 May 1916.  John had tried to join up earlier 

but had failed on dental grounds.   

 

Presumably John had undergone some dental work to allow him successfully enlist, while John was 

away overseas his move Daisy stayed in Victoria, but did move around quite a bit.  John Kelly 

began his training at the Royal Park Depot, in July he was transferred to the larger Broadmeadows 

camp, where he became part of the 5th re enforcements for the 58th Battalion. 

  

Private Kelly sailed with his draft aboard the 

Shropshire, leaving Port Melbourne on 29 

September 1916.  With the bulk of men now 

heading to England that’s where the Shropshire 

sailed, disembarking its troops at Plymouth on 11 

November 1916. 

 

Further training followed at the 15th training 

Battalion,  it was not until New Year’s Eve that 

John’s draft headed for France ready to join their 

battalion.  Private Kelly was formally taken on strength with the 58th Battalion on 4 January 1917. 

 

John served on the Western Front with the 58th Battalion throughout most of 1917.  On 20 

September 1917 he transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps.  John appears to have done his training 

‘in the field’ spending about a week at the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound before being 

detached to 1st Anzac Headquarters, where he remained for the rest of 1917. 

 

In December 1917 John had a few days at the 11th 

Field Ambulance with a bruised thigh.  Now serving 

as a MMP he had possibly been kicked by a horse?  On 18 

January 1918 Trooper Kelly was detached the headquarters of the 

4th Division, under Major Jarvie, John would stay with the 4th 

Division until early 1919. 

 

Interestingly in the photo shown Trooper Kelly is not wearing a 

sidearm, he has his gasmask tucked away under his left arm.  

John is wearing a set of issue leather leggings, unlike several 

other members of the party. 

 

With the wind-down in troop numbers in France, in late May 

1919 John was transferred back to Tidworth in England.  John 

would remain in the U.K. until November.   

 

Trooper John Kelly returned to Australia aboard the Marathon, 

arriving at Melbourne on Boxing Day 1919.  Apparently by this 

time his wife Daisy was living at Collingwood, and would have 

been easily able to get to the dock to meet him.  John Kelly 

finally received his discharge from the AIF on 10 February 1920.  

 

 

  



1165   TROOPER Vivian Merle MULHARE  
 

Vivian Mulhare was born at Surry Hills in Sydney; he was 20 years old when he enlisted on 28 

September 1914.  Still single, Vivian described himself as a painter by trade, his parents continued 

to live in Surry Hills. 

 

Private Mulhare became part of 7 Platoon, B Company within the 2nd Battalion.  The 2nd Battalion 

sailed in December 1914.  Vivian served on Gallipoli, landing on the first day (25 April 1915), 

however on 13 May Vivian was evacuated back to Alexandria in Egypt to receive dental treatment. 

 

Vivian appears to have been sent back to Gallipoli in August 1915, his file doesn’t give an exact 

date.   But apparently enroute to the peninsula Vivian was admitted to a casualty clearing station at 

Mudros on Lemnos Island.   Remaining on Mudros for about a month Vivian was once again 

returned to Egypt.   

                                                                                                                                                              

Private Mulhare doesn’t appear to have rejoined his battalion, receiving treatment and then 

convalescing at various hospitals and depots around Cairo.  On 8 April 1916 Vivian was accepted 

for training with the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia.     
 

Joining several hundred other men at Abbassia, Trooper Mulhare would serve as a military 

policeman for the remainder of the war. In early August 1916 Vivian was with a large body of 

military policemen that sailed for the U.K. aboard the troopship Tunisian.  

 

Vivian then spent a little over a month at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  On 17 September 1916 

Mulhare was sent to France for duty, after a brief time at the Etaples Depot, Vivian was attached for 

duty at the 1st Anzac Field Compound. In January 1918 Trooper Mulhare was in trouble with his 

APM, when he was on a charge of ‘Neglect of Duty’ when he failed to relieve a guard in the 

prescribed manner.  

 

Vivian was detached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters shortly after the hearing of his 

charge.  In mid-January 1918 Vivian was detached to the Headquarters of the 4th 

Division.  Trooper Mulhare would remain with the 4th Division MMP for just over 5 months.  

  

In early June 1918 Vivian was evacuated to England 

suffering from trench fever, he would not return to 

France.  In early July Vivian was in fact sent to the 

Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill (shown to the 

right) to ready him for a return to France.  For 

whatever reason Vivian was instead posted to 

Tidworth and would remain in England for the 

remainder of his service.  In October Vivian was 

promoted to lance corporal. 

 

On 29 January 1919, Vivian married 21 year old Georgina Summers at Weymouth (Vivian was by 

now 24 years of age).  Vivian was now serving with the Weymouth detachment, quite a large 

detachment, it numbered one officer and some forty men.   In mid-February Vivian was promoted 

to corporal. 

 

Vivian and Georgina sailed for Australia aboard the Mahana in late September 1919.  On the 

voyage home Vivian was admitted to the ship’s hospital ward for a time.  Vivian Mulhare was 

discharged from the AIF on 26 January 1920. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



272   SERGEANT Percy Harold  SHIRLEY 
 

Percy Shirley was born and raised in Liverpool in the U.K. Percy on his service documents gave his 

next-of-kin as his who still lived in Liverpool.  Percy had had nearly 12 years military service (part 

time?) in the U.K. prior to his coming to Australia.  When he enlisted on 29 August 1914 he stated 

that he was nearly 34 years of age and that he had been working as a steward. 

 

Despite his previous military service Percy only started off as a private, Percy’s document show he 

was initially allotted to D Company in the 5th Battalion, later paperwork records A Company.  Percy 

was with his battalion when it sailed for Egypt in late 1914.  Towards the end of February 1915 

Percy was promoted to lance corporal. 

 

Percy was with his battalion when it landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 25 April 1915.  However 

on 11 May Percy was evacuated from the peninsula suffering a gunshot wound to his abdomen, he 

was admitted to a hospital at Port Said for treatment, only days before he was wounded Percy had 

been promoted to sergeant.   

 

Sergeant Shirley appears to have rejoined his battalion on Gallipoli on 13 July 1915 (not verified).  

However by the end of August Percy was once again evacuated, on this occasion due to poor health, 

his condition over the next few weeks being described variously as Febrile, Pyrexia, and later 

Malaria.  Percy received treatment at Heliopolis and the Helouan. 

 

When fit enough Percy returned to a training battalion at Zeitoun (Cairo) on mid 

October 1915.  On 8 March 1916 Percy was allotted to the headquarters of the 4th 

Division as a MMP.  The 4th Division’s Headquarters, including their MMP, sailed for France 

aboard the Kinsfaun Castle on 2 June 1916, arriving at Marseilles some six days later. 

                                                                                                                            

On 16 September 1916 the MMP of all the various Divisions’ were 

formally absorbed into being part of the Anzac Provost Corps.  Sergeant 

Shirley would remain with the 4th Division throughout the war.  In March 

1917 he spent a week away from his unit with a sore knee.   

 

In March 1918 Percy became eligible to two weeks to the U.K.  Upon his 

return from leave Percy was formally awarded the MSM (Meritorious 

Service Medal) his citation read:- 

 

For consistent good work during the period 22/9/17 to 24/2/18 as 

M.M.P. 

His coolness and devotion to duty while controlling the 

traffic on the MENIN ROAD between HOOGE and YPRES in 

September 1917, under heavy shellfire was of the utmost value and 

set an example to all. 

 

Because of his early enlistment, Percy became eligible for three months 

furlough back to Australia in September 1918.  Many of these 1914 men 

were sent to Taranto, in Italy, to meet the ships that would return them to 

Australia.  On 24 September 1918 Percy Shirley boarded the Kasir-a-Hind 

and sailed to Australia. 

  

 

  



2029   SSM Thomas Cochrane WILKINSON 

 
Thomas Wilkinson was born at Weymouth in the Dorset region of England.  Thomas appears to 

have immigrated to Australia, but his family remained in the U.K.  By mid-1915 Thomas was living 

and working in Goulburn, Thomas worked at the Kenmore Hospital for the Insane. 

 

Enlisting on 29 June 1915, 30 year old Thomas 

became part of the 3rd re enforcements for the 17th 

Battalion, he was still single.  Private Wilkinson 

sailed from Sydney aboard the Runic in August 

1915.  Thomas joined the 17th Battalion on the 

Gallipoli peninsula on 12 October, becoming part of 

D Company.  Thomas remained on Anzac Cove 

until the evacuation in December 1915. 

 

Back in Egypt in early march 1916 Thomas was 

transferred to the 2nd Division’s Headquarters.  At that time he was promoted to corporal and the 

following month to sergeant.  Thomas’s file doesn’t show when the 2nd Division Headquarters 

sailed for the Western Front, but presumably Thomas was with the headquarters when they did so in 

_____  1916. 

 

On 12 September Sergeant Wilkinson was formally transferred to the 4th Division 

Headquarters as a MMP. In fact a little over a week later Thomas was promoted to 

squadron sergeant major, taking charge (as Senior NCO) of the MMP element for the 4th Division.  

                                                                                                                            

SSM Wilkinson had twenty-four men under his control.  

Thomas’s APM when he joined the 4th Division was Captain 

W. Kensett; his TCO (Traffic Control Officer) at that time was 

most probably Lieutenant R. Penna. 

 

Captain Kensett (seated) and Lieutenant Penna (standing 

behind him) are both shown from a group photo of the 1st 

Anzac Corps APM’s taken in February 1917.   Penna had 

worked his way up through the ranks; he had served with 

distinction as a military policeman on Gallipoli.  Photo 

reproduced with permission from Glenn Wahlert from his personal 

collection it is also reproduced in his book The Other Enemy? 

published in 1999 by Oxford University Press.   
 

In July 1917 Thomas was granted leave to the U.K. and no 

doubt he took the opportunity to catch up with family and 

friends around Dorset.  Towards the end of his leave, while 

still in England, Thomas was admitted to hospital , suffering 

cellulitis.   Upon his return to France shortly after, he was once 

again hospitalised. 

 

It was not until early January 1918 that Thomas was fit enough 

to resume duty with the 4th Division.  Upon his return to his 

unit Thomas learnt that he had formerly been awarded the 

MSM (Meritorious Service Medal), his citation read:- 

  



For consistent good work and devotion to duty during the period 26th. 

February, to 20th. September, 1917. 

 

Sergeant-Major WILKINSON has had full supervision, under the A.P.M. 

of the police attached to this division, and his personal administration 

and work has resulted in a high standard of efficiency being maintained. 

 

Towards the end of January, Thomas received his promotion to Warrant 

Officer Class II (WO II), he was also formally mentioned in despatch by 

Major Jarvie, unfortunately no wording appears on the recommendation 

held by the AWM.  In February 1918 Thomas was once again granted 

two weeks leave to the U.K.  At the completion of this leave (illness 

free) Thomas rejoined his unit and remained with the 4th Division 

throughout the remainder of 1918. 

 

Thomas was able to spend his 1918 Christmas back in England on leave, 

once again returning to France in January 1919.  With the reduction in 

troop numbers and the influx of men to the depots on the coast, in May 

Thomas was posted to the Le Havre depot.  After several weeks Thomas 

was himself posted back to England. 

 

Thomas chose to return to Australia, not to remain in England, as many of his military police 

comrades of English birth were doing.  Thomas Wilkinson began his return voyage to Australia 

aboard the Indarra on 12 July 1919, he elected to take his discharge in New South Wales shortly 

after returning to Australian soil.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The ‘original’ members of the 4th Divisional MMP. 

 

CAPTAIN Fulke Knatchbull PRIDEAUX-BRUNE 
 

Fulke Prideaux-Brune was probably an 

inevitable enlistee into the AIF (or into the 

British Army), when he enlisted at Sydney on 

25 September 1915. Prideaux-Brune was still 

only 29 years of age, but had already seen 14 

years service in the Royal Navy; most of those 

as a Lieutenant. He had also served with the 

Light Horse militia in New South Wales after 

1912 when he had taken his discharge from the 

navy. Perhaps his military service meant he 

knew the reality of war and he was not to keen 

to step forward. 

 

Fulke’s family hailed from Cornwall in the U.K. 

He was born in 1887, the son of Colonel Charles 

Robert Prideaux-Brune. The portrait to the left 

is courtesy of Fulke’s grandson, Peter, and his 

wife Elisabeth. It hangs in Prideaux Place and 

shows a young Fulke, presumably towards the 

start of his naval career. Fulke’s father, Charles, 

had a long career in the army, starting with the 

Rifle Brigade from 1867 until 1890 and then 

continuing with the volunteer movement. From 

1917 Charles took command of the 2nd Battalion, Cornwall Volunteers. One of Fulke’s brothers, 

Denys, would serve with the Rifle Brigade during the Great War, holding the rank of Lieutenant 

Colonel. 

 

After taking his discharge from the Royal Navy, Fulke settled in Sydney, where he became engaged 

to Mary Kathleen Garvan from ‘Buyama’, Victoria Road, Bellevue Hill in April 1915. It appears 

that Fulke served with the 7th Light Horse (NSW 

Lancers) while in New South Wales, holding the rank 

of captain. With the outbreak of war in August 1914 

the bulk of the militia unit chose to enlist. Captain 

Prideaux-Brune was one of the few officers who at that 

time had opted not to join the AIF. The militia men 

formed the nucleus of the 1st Light Horse Regiment 

that sailed with the 1st Convoy. 

 

When Fulke Prideaux-Brune did formally enlist in 

September 1915, he was by now married to Mary. He 

immediately applied for his commission, and on his 

application he recorded his previous military service 

and described himself as being of ‘Independent 

means’. Fulke was granted the rank of second 

lieutenant, but was appointed as the Adjutant (with the 

rank of acting captain) for the 12th Light Horse 

Regiment.  



The 12th Regiment was raised in early 1915 and had sailed for Egypt in June 1915 as part of the 4 th 

Light Horse Brigade. Surprisingly Fulke’s portrait appears amongst photographs of the 12th 

Regiment training in Australia (see right), making me believe he was in all respects already in the 

AIF well before his official enlistment date.  The 12th Light Horse were already fighting dismounted 

on the Gallipoli Peninsula, interspersed amongst three other light horse units, when Fulke Prideaux-

Brune formally gained his commission with the AIF back in Australia.  

 

Rather than remaining allotted to the 12th LH 

Regiment, Fulke was placed in charge of the 

9th Reinforcements for the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment. This draft sailed for Egypt aboard 

the Argyllshire [left], departing Sydney on 

30 September 1915, only days after Fulke 

had formally joined the AIF (supporting 

author’s earlier theory about Fulke already 

being with the AIF).  

 

Fulke remained in Egypt and was not sent to 

Anzac Cove. It appears he remained earmarked for the 1st Light Horse Regiment, which, similar to 

the 12th Light Horse Regiment, had most of its men fighting dismounted on the Peninsula. It would 

seem logical that Fulke would have been happy to have joined the 1st LH Regiment as many of the 

officers and men would have been known to him. 

 

In late November 1915 a Western Frontier Force was raised in response to aggressive action by the 

Senussi tribe in the upper regions of Egypt around the Siwa region. An Australian Composite Light 

Horse regiment was formed from the numerous officers and men awaiting deployment to Anzac 

Cove. Though fresh from Australia, most of the men did have militia experience and there was also 

a solid core of men with South African experience who would be used to fill the senior NCO roles. 

 

Another of the officers who joined the force was then Captain John Hutton 

Bisdee, VC [shown to the right]. Bisdee would go on to later take command of 

the Australian Provost Corps in Egypt. Captain Prideaux-Brune would take 

command of B Squadron of the Composite Regiment. The force’s first action 

began on 11 December 1915 around the Wadi Senab area. The Senussi proved 

to be considerably aggressive fighters and inflicted quite heavy losses upon the 

force. On 13 December, Captain Prideaux Brune received mention: 

 

‘Sometime after 10 am news of the Senussi attack was passed back to Matruh 

where the remainder of the Composite Light Horse Regiment under Major 

Pelham were order to mount and move as quickly as possible to the battle area 

with one section of two guns of the Nottinghamshire battery, these fresh reinforcements arrived at 

Ras umm er Rakham around 2.15 pm and joined the defences near Lieutenant Colonel Gordon’s 

Head Quarters. 

 

‘These squadrons were quickly moved to the left rear of the Royal Scots supported by the guns of 

the Nottinghamshire Battery, which with some good shooting stopped the tribesman from pressing 

their attack, both “B” Squadron under Captain Brune moved to the right of “A” Squadron, while 

“C” Squadron under Captain Bisdee VC moved to its left, there they formed lines with “A” 

Squadron in the centre to repel an expected attack, only the Senussi held back allowing the 

Yeomanry, 15th Sikhs and the Royal Scots strung out along the Coast road to concentrate around 3 

pm under the protection of the Light Horse near Lieutenant Colonel Gordon’s Head Quarters. 

  



‘Around 3.15 pm Lieutenant Colonel Gordon sent the now combined forces against the Senussi 

positions with the Royal Scots attacking the Gebel el Olamiya ridge while the Composite Light 

Horse Regiment moved to the flank. During this fighting Corporal John Kelly and Trooper Edward 

Clements “A” Troop “C” Squadron were wounded as the Regiment moved to cut the Senussi off on 

the high ground. Meanwhile the Royal Scots lead by the Adjutant Captain Gillatt and Major 

Milligan took the fight to the tribesman capturing the ridge line, only due to the terrain this 

couldn’t be completed before their adversary had fled where the Royal Scots lost during the day 

three soldiers killed and three officers and fourteen men wounded. The Light Horse Regimental 

Padre Captain William Devine had taken up a rifle and fired at the Senussi until all the Royal Scots 

wounded were recovered, he would later win a Military Cross and the French Croix de Guerre with 

the 48th Battalion in France. 

 

‘The Senussi now escaped onto the high ground however they continued to shell the area and snipe 

at the reforming troops who had taken the Gebel el Olamiya ridge line from the Senussi, 

nevertheless Lieutenant Colonel Gordon didn’t follow up the fleeing tribesman instead he withdrew 

his troops and were allowed to retire to their camp at Ras umm er Rakham without serious torment 

before darkness. The column spent a quiet night with no firing or attacks by the Senussi, little 

knowing the Senussi had moved to cut off the columns return to Matruh and lay an ambush. 

 

‘The Column recorded some 9 other ranks killed and 6 officers and 50 other ranks wounded, 

however they believe they had killed some 250 of the Senussi only their true casualties were very 

much lower being less than 150 killed and wounded. The columns wounded were evacuated by sea 

during the night using the hospital ship Rashid.’ 

 

The Composite Light Horse Regiment 

continued to fight as part of the Western 

Frontier Force throughout the remainder 

of December 1915 and into early 1916. 

One of the highlights for the Composite 

Regiment just after Christmas 1915 was 

when the Honourable Thomas Henly, 

M.L.A., a representative from the War 

Chest Fund, brought the regiment a 

wonderful array of gifts for the officers 

and men. AWM photo C04967 [right] 

shows a group of officers surrounded by 

a few of the men, inspecting the gifts.   

 

Heavy rain in the New Year severely restricted cavalry and wheeled transport movement. The 

Australian Composite Regiment was only ever supposed to be a temporary force and was disbanded 

in February 1916. 

 

‘On the 15 January “B” and “C” Squadrons with the Regimental Headquarters of the Composite 

Light Horse Regiment with one section “A” Battery Honourable Artillery Company were sent to El 

Daaba as part of the garrison while the main column returned to Matruh on the 16 January with 13 

prisoners, 140 camels and 50 cattle as prizes. 

 

‘Once at El Daaba the Regimental Headquarters and “B” Squadron proceed to Alexandria and 

were disbanded around the 19 January while “C” Squadron remained as protection at El Daaba 

with a few cars of the Royal Navy Armoured car section until it was returned to Alexandria and 

disbanded around the 5 February.’ 

  



‘A’ Squadron continued to see action in the desert throughout the remainder of January. Finally, on 

9 February, ‘A’ Squadron of the Composite Light Horse Regiment was also disbanded. The 1st 

Australian Light Horse Brigade, rested and reformed after the Gallipoli campaign, took over the 

role from the Composite Regiment within the Western Frontier Force, remaining in that role until 

early May 1916. 

 

It’s unclear as to whether Captain Prideaux-Brune actually joined the 1st Light Horse Regiment, 

which was part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade that had taken over duty within the Western Frontier 

Force. Fulke, however, had probably been sent to a depot somewhere near Alexandria while he 

awaited formal allocation to the 1st Light Horse Regiment. 

 

On 1 March 1916, Captain Prideaux-Brune was seconded from the 1st Regiment to be the APM of 

the newly formed 4th Divisional MMP unit. Fulke’s file indicates he sailed for the Western Front 

aboard the Oriana, leaving Alexandria on 2 June – a little curious as the bulk of his men sailed the 

following day, on 3 June 1916, aboard the Kinsfaun Castle. 

 

The 4th Divisional Headquarters (to which the MMP belonged) arrived at Bailleul in the north of 

France on 11 June 1916. 4th Divisional Orders show that Captain Prideaux and an advanced party of 

his police and Traffic Control men moved from Merris to the 2nd Division area at Croix de Bac on 2 

July. 

 

Captain Prideaux-Brune only remained in charge of the 4th Divisional MMP for a few more weeks, 

as on 23 July he was transferred to the 4th Divisional Base Depot. The simplest way to summarise 

Fulke’s movements over the next few months comes from a summary prepared for his own file. 

Fulke apparently wanted to join the Flying Corps and get back to the British Army. He didn’t get 

into that corps, but eventually his superiors in the AIF did agree to his transfer to the 6 th Inniskilling 

Dragoons (which was part of the 7th Cavalry Brigade). 

 

His wife, Mary, had apparently 

moved to the U.K. shortly after Fulke 

had enlisted. Presumably she settled 

in Cornwall with Fulke’s family. It 

appears that when Fulke’s 

appointment was terminated from the 

AIF on 10 November 1916 that he 

was immediately accepted into the 6th 

Dragoons. His formal appointment 

was recorded in the London Gazette 

[right].  

 

As seen, Fulke did however revert to his substantive rank of lieutenant, and despite being allotted to 

a Reserve Regiment went on to serve on the Western Front. It was apparently on 22 (?) March 1918 

that Fulke was struck on the helmet by a large shell fragment; the impact badly concussing him for 

several days, but he appears to have remained on duty. 

Several days later, on 25 March, he led a dismounted 

detachment consisting of two troops of his dragoons and 

two troops of the 17th(?) Lancers. He was tasked to occupy 

positions near a railway line to the west of Abbecourt.  

 

The photo to the left shows a group of British lancers on 

the Western Front.  

  



Lieutenant Prideaux-Brune was apparently ‘blown up’ by a shell on that day. The blast rendered 

him unconscious and he was left lying in water up to his neck. The explosion, unsurprisingly, had 

also badly wounded him. Fulke was lucky to have been taken prisoner by the Germans, as he then 

received medical treatment. Fulke remained a prisoner until a prisoner exchange on 31 October 

1918. He was still reported to be in a poor state of health in December 1918.  

 

While Fulke had been a prisoner, his youngest brother Edmund had been killed on the Western 

Front on 22 May 1918. He had been serving as a Lieutenant with the 3rd Battalion of the Rifle 

Brigade and had only arrived in France on 19 April 1918. Fulke’s other brother, Denys, finished the 

war holding the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and having been awarded the DSO and Bar, also having 

served with (and commanded) the Rifle Brigade.   

 

After the war Fulke and Mary settled initially in Somerset. Despite having been badly knocked 

around, Fulke and Mary did have two children, John Prideaux-Brune (born 1916, died 1988) and 

Rosemary (born 1922, died 1981). The photo below shows Fulke and five year old John in June 

1921. The photo is labelled as having been taken in Australia. 

 

 
Fulke inherited Prideaux-Place in 1936, but his 

war wounds had affected him badly and he died 

in 1939. His wife, Mary, survived him and lived 

until 1955. Fulke’s son, John, inherited the 

property from his father and after his death in 

1998, his son, Peter, took over the house and 

estate [right]. 

 

Footnote: Photo of Fulke and John in Australia 

also courtesy of Peter and Elisabeth. 

  



 

1542  SERGEANT Walter Henry ADKINS 
 

Walter Adkins hailed from the Toowoomba district; he was 25 years old 

when he enlisted in August 1915.  Trooper Adkins became part of the 

12th re-enforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment, that draft of men 

sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship Suffolk in December 1915. 

 

Walter may not have ever joined the 2nd Light, he was 

probably still at a training depot in Egypt when he 

volunteered to serve as a MMP on the Western Front.  Walter was sent 

to a camp at Tel-el-Kebir on 4 March 1916, here he became part of the 

4th Divisional MMP. 

 

Trooper Adkin’s file states that he sailed for the Western Front aboard 

the Transylvania, leaving Alexandria on 29 March 1916, this is a little 

strange as most of the 4th Division MMP’s sailed aboard the Kinsfaun 

Castle, leaving Alexandria on 3 June 1916, (the 5th Division’s MMP 

sailed aboard the Transylvania). 

 

Either way, once in France Walter did serve with the 4th Divisional MMP; he was promoted to 

corporal on 9 September 1916.  His promotion came some ten days before all the divisional MMP 

in France were formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps.  Walter’s file shows that in 

mid-September 1916 he was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion as ‘Traffic Control’ 

 

On 10 October 1916 the then APM, Major Brown, made mention of Walter’s service in a formal 

despatch, the despatch read;  

 

  For general good service in the MMP since the formation of the Division. 

 

The dispatch also confirms that Walter had been a MMP with the 4th Division during its formation. 

 

Walter continued to serve with the 4th Division into 1917, he may have had a short stint with the 2nd 

Division’s MMP in March 1917 (it appears in his file), but possibly this 

is only a clerical error.  In May he spent some time in a hospital at 

Amiens before returning to duty with the 4th Division on 23 May 1917. 

 

Corporal Adkins apparently continued to impress his officers, in 

October 1917, his TCO (Traffic Control Officer), Lieutenant O. Hassam 

recommended Walter for a bravery award, his citation read;  

 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty under 

very heavy shellfire on the YPRES-MENIN Road on 25th 

September 1917. 

 

He was continuously on post, controlling traffic in the 

danger zone and under heavy shell fire.  He set a splendid 

example and was instrumental in saving lorries loaded with 

munitions from being destroyed by shell fire, and no doubt many 

lives. 

  



Walter was awarded the Military Medal.  In mid-March 1918 Walter became eligible for two weeks 

leave in the U.K.  Walter continued to serve with the 4th Division throughout 1918, in October he 

was promoted to sergeant.  That promotion was made to fill the vacancy left when Sergeant Shirley 

was earmarked for his ‘Special 1914 Leave’ as a result of his early enlistment, he became eligible 

for three months leave back in Australia. 

 

Sergeant Adkins remained posted in France well into 1919, on 16 May he was attached for duty 

with the APM at Le Havre for a week.  This attachment was probably as much a step closer to 

Walter’s return to England and the numbers of Australian troops in France and Belgium dwindled.  

On 21 May Walter returned to England, 

most probably taking up duties at 

Tidworth.   

 

 

Walter Adkins remained in England for 

several months, he began his return to 

Australia aboard the Indarra (shown left) 

on 12 September 1919.  Walter was 

formally discharged from the AIF back in 

Brisbane on 4 November. 

 

 

 

 

236 CORPORAL William James BENSON 
 

Compiled by Graeme Hosken, Dubbo 

 

William James (‘Will’) Benson seated was born in 

Adelong, NSW, and was working as a butcher when he 

rushed to enlist on 19 August 1914. Will was married to 

Sarah Jane and had been a member of the local 11th Light 

Horse Regiment for over six years. He was allocated to the 

1st Light Horse Regiment when he was attested at 

Rosebery Park on 24 August. Perhaps befitting a career as 

a butcher and working with knives, Will had a scar on his 

chin, a mark on the top of his head, and scars and cuts on 

his right wrist, right hip, right thigh, left knee and right 

foot. 

 

Will Benson embarked from Sydney aboard the Star of 

Victoria on 20 October 1914 as part of ‘B’ Squadron of the 

1st LHR. Will served on Gallipoli from 9 May 1915, apart 

from a week in hospital from 7 September. He was 

evacuated from the peninsula on 10th November, with the 

rank of sergeant. On 1 March 1916 he was taken on 

strength of the 1st Light Horse Reserve Regiment at 

Heliopolis – perhaps a sign that his age was making it 

harder for him to operate as a trooper on 

active duties. Three days later Will was transferred to the 4th Division Headquarters as 

a Military Mounted Policeman. This transfer saw him sail for France on 2 June 1916. 



On 16 October 1916, Will reverted to the rank of corporal and on 1st November was transferred to 

the 16th Infantry Battalion. The 16th was part of the 4th Division, but was a WA/SA unit, so he 

would have been one of the few New South Welshmen to serve in this battalion. After three weeks 

at Etaples, Will was absorbed in to the 16th Battalion in the field on 29 November.  

 

Corporal Will Benson was recorded as killed in action at Bullecourt on 11 April 1917.  

 

News of Will’s death was communicated to the 2nd Military District on 1May and then onto Will’s 

wife, Sarah, in Adelong. On May 16th the Acting Grand Secretary of the Manchester Unity 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows requested a copy of a death certificate so that Will’s family 

might receive the insurance payment they were entitled to. The certificate of report of death was 

sent to the MUIOOF on 2nd July and presumably payment was made to Mrs Benson soon after. 

 

The Department of Defence, worked quickly to grant the widow, Mrs Benson, a pension of £2/12/3 

a fortnight from 1 July 1917 following the death of her husband.  No doubt sadness and heartache 

filled the Benson’s Adelong household, as another husband and father had given his life for King 

and Country. 

 

However, fate was to play a different hand with Will Benson. Lance Corporal 5163 H Parsons and 

Private 6214 G Stewart were among the 370 or so men of the 16th Battalion taken prisoner at 

Reincourt on 11 April 1917 (in what has become known as the First Battle of Bullecourt). Parsons 

and Stewart were able to escape from captivity and successfully make their way back to the Allied 

line. For their escape, and for the information on the German forces they were able to provide, both 

men were awarded the Military Medal. 

 

 In the statement made by Stewart and Parsons on their return, they described an incident as 

the captured Australians were marched through Lille: “… one woman threw a packet of cigarettes 

to a sergeant: a Prussian Guard pointed her out, and she was taken off by a Prussian policeman. 

The guard then took the cigarettes away from the sergeant and put them in his own pocket.” 

 

In London, on 21 June 1917, Private Stewart was further quizzed by the Red Cross Wounded and 

Missing Bureau, who were endeavouring to discover the fate of men lost at Bullecourt. When asked 

about William Benson, Stewart stated: “He is a Prisoner of War. I was marching alongside him at 

Lille when a Belgian woman threw him a box of cigarettes and got into trouble for doing so. We 

called him ‘Ben’. He joined the Battn. at Flers – he had previously been in Anzac Police, where his 

son is now. I knew him well.” 

 

The Red Cross investigator added a Note: “Witness was clear and quite reliable in his information. 

In all cases Pte Stewart was able to supply the rank, number and initials of the missing man. He 

gave most of the information from memory as he feared to raise suspicion by attempting to compile 

a complete list from his fellow captives. [This was before his escape – Ed.] Naturally he only knew a 

small percentage of them but his memory seemed excellent and he was most anxious to supply all 

possible particulars.” 

 

The news that Will was reportedly alive was communicated to AIF Headquarters who, on 29th June, 

notified the Defence Department in Melbourne that Benson was now ‘unofficially reported’ to be a 

prisoner of war in Germany. On the other side of the Western Front, Will Benson’s details were 

recorded on a POW form at Limburg, Germany, on 3rd July, for transmission to the Allies via the 

Red Cross. It was around 13th November that Base Records were advised that a post card had been 

received from Benson in Germany, and on 1 December 1917 the Army notified Mrs Benson that 

her husband was “officially, Prisoner of War, and is interred at Lemberg [sic].”  



While it appears as though Sarah had been told that Will was unofficially a POW, this official 

confirmation would have caused immense relief and joy to her and the Benson family and friends. 

Her husband – reported killed in action – was definitely alive! 

 

Will’s postcard read: 

“Dear Mum 

 Just another line or two to say I am quite 

well and hope you and all at home are the same. 

You do not want to fret about me as I am O.K. 

How are all the Adelong People, also Batlow and 

Wagga? I never get a letter now but I will get 

them all at once I suppose. How is Leighton? Tell 

him to look after himself. I suppose Mick has 

grown a big girl by now. How is poor Gran, also 

the old couple? Tell them I hope soon to be home. 

How is my banking a/c? You want to hand in the 

Bank Book and get interest added. How is living 

in the other cottages? I hope you get the rent all 

right. Remember me to Donnie and the Cornishtown people, also old friends. Now I must conclude 

with love from Will.”  

 

Though the Pensions Department was advised of Benson’s probable survival on 28 June 1917, and 

informed officially on 14 December 1917, it was not until April 1918 that the widow’s pension was 

cancelled ‘as from 1/7/17’. It is not stated if the money received by Sarah had to be paid back.  

 

[Photo above: Distributing Red Cross parcels to allied Prisoners Of War (POW) at 

Kriegsgefstammlager (camp) at Limburg am Lahn, Germany. AWM P03236.004] 

 

Following the Armistice, Will Benson arrived in England on 9 January 1919. He was granted leave 

from 13 January to 14 February, when he was required to report back to AIF Headquarters in 

London. Given his nearly two years as a POW, it was not surprising that Will overstayed his leave 

by four days, but the AWL charge was dismissed. In fact, Will’s leave was extended from 25 

February to 4 March; then extended again to 11th March; then the 15th. On that day Will marched 

into Weymouth and he sailed for Australia on the Armagh on 5 April 1919.  

 

 Corporal Will Benson was discharged from the AIF on 19 July 1919. He passed away in 

1958 – forty-one years after he ‘died’ the first time in the carnage that was First Bullecourt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1355   CORPORAL Henry Alexander BRADSHAW 
 

Henry Bradshaw hailed from Toowoomba, when he enlisted on 12 August 1915 he stated that he 

was a 33 year old cattle farmer and that he was still single.  On his documents there was a note to 

say that his father William was deceased. 

 

Henry became a trooper, a re-enforcement for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment; he 

sailed from Australia aboard the troopship Suffolk on 30 November 1915, most 

probably he was the same draft as Walter Adkins.   Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, Henry was 

sent to the 1st Light Horse Reserve Regiment at Heliopolis.  On 3 March Henry was transferred to 

the newly forming Australian 4th Division as a MMP. 

 

The 4th Divisional Headquarters (to which the MMP belonged) sailed for the Western Front on 2 

March 1916, arriving at Marseilles a week later.  Henry would serve as a Divisional MMP 

throughout the war; on 2 July 1916 he was promoted to the rank of corporal (acting). 

 

On 16 September all of the divisional MMP in both France and in the Middle East were formally 

taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps.  This made little difference to the MMP, they were 

already regarded as being Australian Military Police, the MMP remained attached to the various 

divisions and kept that association of being part of the division. 

 

In late October 1917, Henry reverted back to the rank of lance corporal, apparently due to the unit 

having an excess of soldiers holding the rank of acting corporals.  By early January 1918 the 

strength of the Australian Provost Corps in France was 12 officers and 238 men, the corps was 

regularly sending the men for training at Army Provost Schools of Instruction, (still in France). The  

men would regularly brush up on their policing skills, and in January 1918 Henry was sent on two 

weeks instruction at an Army Provost School of Instruction. The training generally included topics 

such as:                 Charge Reports and Evidence, 

      Notebook and Traffic Notes,  

      Revolver handling,  

      Equitation and Stables, and  

      General smartness and efficiency. 

 

The men received training and were marked on each area, but it should be noted that some of the 

shooting scores (revolvers) seen by the author were pretty low. 

 

On 25 February 1918 Henry became eligible for leave to the U.K. Henry remained with the 4th 

Division throughout 1918.  On 9 September 1918 Henry was again eligible for leave in England, on 

this occasion he travelled to Dysart and married Margaret 

Sinclair (perhaps they had met during his previous leave).  

Margaret described herself as a typist, she was 28 years of 

age, and Henry was by now 36 years old. 

 

Despite being married (and probably due for a rotation to 

England) Henry remained posted to France.  In early March 

1919 Henry was promoted to corporal (Extra Regimental 2nd 

Corporal).  On 7 June 1919 Henry returned to England, here 

he and Margaret waited for a berth to Australia. Henry and 

Margaret left for Australia aboard the troopship Zealandic on 

27 August 1919 (alongside many other couples and some 

children).  Henry Bradshaw was discharged from the AIF on 

19 October 1919. 



1131 SERGEANT Edgar Stephen BULLING   M.M. 
 

Edgar Bulling was working as a 

plumber in South Australia prior to 

enlisting in September 1914; his 

family lived in Port Pirie.  Edgar 

sailed as a private with D Company, 

16th Battalion, in December 1914. D 

Company is shown to the right, in 

what is a Darge portrait taken at the 

Broadmeadow’s Camp. 

 

Private Bulling was with his 

Battalion when it landed on the 

Gallipoli peninsula on 25 April 1915, 

remaining on the peninsula until 

August when he was evacuated 

through ill health.  Evacuated to the 

17th General Hospital at Alexandria, Edgar did not return to Gallipoli. 

 

On 25 January 1916 Edgar transferred to the 4th Infantry Brigade for Police Duties.  Later that 

month Edgar was formally attached to the Divisional Headquarters of the Australian and New 

Zealand Division.   

 

Edgar Bulling’s file indicates he was then transferred for duty with the newly formed 

4th Australian Division, becoming part of the MMP element that belonged to the 

Headquarters of the Division.  In June 1916 the MMP sailed with the Division to France. 

 

In France, Trooper Bulling was promoted to the rank of corporal; he continued to serve with the 4th 

Division until mid-September 1916, when he was transferred to the 2nd Division Headquarters.  In 

January 1917 Edgar was granted leave to the U.K., however his leave was interrupted through ill 

health (venereal).  It was not until May 1917 that he finally rejoined the 2nd Division back in France. 

 

In early June Corporal Bulling was attached for duty at Amiens, here he was promoted to the rank 

of sergeant.  Edgar remained at Amiens for two months, upon completion of this duty Edgar 

returned to duty with the 1st ANZAC (Corps) Headquarters. 

 

On 2 October 1917 Sergeant Bulling was detached for duty with the 3rd Division.  It was while 

serving with the 3rd Division MMP later that month that Sergeant Bulling was awarded the MM for 

his actions at Bavaria House on October 1917.  While on patrol he rendered assistance to a 

wounded man while himself under heavy shellfire.  Bulling’s horse and the man he was treating 

were both then killed by that shellfire, despite this, Sergeant Bulling returned to the nearby dressing 

station and continued to assist with the wounded.   

 

Edgar Bulling’s record was not totally unblemished; on 12 January 1918 he was charged with 

‘neglect to the prejudice of good order and military discipline.’(probably the same incident that 

involved a Trooper Cowley?)  Sergeant Bulling was severely reprimanded over the matter.  

 

Sergeant Bulling was transferred back to England in early February 1918, he remained posted to the 

London Detachment for the majority of 1918.   

 

 



Because of his 1914 enlistment, on 1 November 1918 Edgar marched into a rest camp at Devonport 

to await his passage home.  A month later he began his return to Australia aboard the Port Hacking.  

Edgar Bulling stepped off the troopship (shown above) and back on to South Australian soil on 27 

January 1919.  It was not until 13 April 1919 that Edgar was discharged from the AIF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advertiser (Adelaide) announced that Edgar Bulling married Fanny May Evely at Port Pirie on 

9 July 1919, the couple were married by Reverend Edgar Miller. Edgar was described as being the 

younger son of John Bulling of Port Pirie.  

 

 

 

601 SERGEANT Henry Livingstone HARDING 

 
Henry Harding enlisted shortly after the declaration of war on 28 August 1914.  Born in Ballarat, by 

1914 he was a 39 year old married man, he and Daisy now living in New South Wales where he 

was working as an engineer.  Enlisting at Randwick Henry told the recruiting clerk that he had spent 

six months with the Engineers in China (Boxer Rebellion?) and also 18 months overseas in South 

Africa, most of that time with the 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles (Regimental number 397). 

 

Henry appears to have initially been allotted to the infantry with the regimental number of 707, 

however it appears that he was quickly re-allotted to the 1st re-enforcements for the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment.  With the 1st Light Horse he was assigned the regimental number of 601. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment and the 1st re-enforcements for the regiment sailed from Sydney on 

19 October, disembarking in Egypt on 8 December. During training it appears that Harding was 

granted the rank of sergeant, he would have reverted to the rank of trooper upon joining the 

regiment.  

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment continued its training in Egypt at Maadi, the first re-enforcements 

joining the regiment shortly after the regiment had arrived in Egypt.  

 

Initially overlooked for the landing, the regiment, as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landed on 

the Gallipoli peninsula on 12 May 1915.  The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed with only one 

casualty, Lieutenant Dowling losing a couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared 

shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.   



The next day the regiment continued forward to Popes Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  The light horsemen quickly adapted 

to life on the peninsula. In mid-November Henry was sent to Mudros and on 15 December Henry 

was promoted to sergeant and formally absorbed in C squadron. 

 

Henry remained on the peninsula (or Mudros) until the final evacuation, moving back to Egypt in 

late December 1915.  The regiment established itself at Heliopolis, in mid-January the regiment 

began to re-commence exercises as it once again prepared for active service. In February the 

regiment moved to Bahnasa and took over the Outpost positions near the town. 

 

On 1 March 1916 Henry appears to have opted to leave the Light Horse, probably 

believing like many that the Western Front was where the war was to be won.  

Sergeant Harding was sent to Heliopolis and only three days later was transferred to the MMP of 

the 4th Divisional Headquarters, joining his new unit at Tel-el-Kebir. 

 

Henry retained his rank of sergeant with the MMP, he moved to the Western Front aboard the 

Oriana on 6 June 1916.  Sergeant Harding was probably one of three or four sergeants within the 

MMP detachment which numbered 25 men in total.  Henry’s file shows that he may have been 

wearing the rank of staff sergeant, probably making him the senior NCO in charge of the 4th 

Division’s MMP Detachment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 1 August 1916 Henry attended the 4th Casualty Clearing Station where he was diagnosed as 

suffering urethra. (Bladder issues)  On 4 August Harding was sent to the 8th Stationary Hospital at 

Wimereux and then on 9 August was transferred to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers.  On 18 

August Henry was evacuated back to England where he was admitted to a hospital at Lincoln (?). 

 

Henry would not return to active service, by late September he was released to a depot as he 

prepared for a return to duty.  However in mid-October Henry was once again admitted to hospital, 

again as a result of a ‘utheral stricture’. 

  

In December 1916 henry was medically downgraded to C1 and would remain downgraded.  In early 

January 1917 his classification was upgraded to C3, senility (old age) was also becoming part of the 

medical notes on his file.  

 

On 17 March 1917 Henry was given a 

passage back to Australia aboard the 

Beltana (shown left).  Henry Harding was 

discharged in Sydney on 20 June 1917.  

Later correspondence (dated 1930) on his 

file indicates he was living with Daisy in 

Paddington, Sydney.  

 

 

 



1616  TROOPER George Albion LEWIS 

 
George was one of Charles Lewis’ son’s three sons that joined the AIF. George was nearly 23 years 

of age when he stepped forward to enlist at Enoggera on 23 August 1915, he did so alongside his 

older brother Richard. Although younger brother, Thomas’ file doesn’t give the same date as his 

two brothers, it is apparent that he, after initially enlisting at Liverpool in New South Wales that 

Thomas took his discharge and joined his brothers in Queensland.  

 

Richard and Thomas’ regimental numbers of 1772 and 1773 indicate that they were probably never 

far from each other’s side during their initial training. George and his brothers were all allotted as 

troopers with the 12th reinforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment. 

 

The trio trained at the Enoggera Camp (below) on the outskirts of Brisbane, the photo of George 

(and Thomas) comes from The Queenslander, the newspaper regularly printed images of the men 

from Queensland as they trained and prepared for embarkation. Sometimes the men’s draft and/or 

battalion would be named.  

 

 

George (far left) and Thomas (left) 

were side by side in The Queenslander. 

The 12th reinforcements for the 2nd 

Light Regiment sailed from Sydney 

aboard the Suffolk on 30 November 

1915. The Suffolk offloaded the 12 

reinforcements at Suez in late 

December. The 12th reinforcements still 

faced more training at an Egyptian 

Depot before joining the 2nd Light 

Horse Regiment.  

 

The trio were still at a 

training depot when a call 

went out for volunteers to become 

MMP, George and his brothers were all 

accepted as MMP for the 4th Division. They all joined the MMP as part of Divisional Headquarters, 

joining their new unit at Tel-el-Kebir where the 4th Division was coming together ready for service 

on the Western Front.   

 

 

 



 

The 4th Division’s MMP sailed with Divisional 

Headquarters aboard the Transylvania (shown 

left) in early April 1916. The Lewis brothers all 

remained with the MMP up until 20 August 1916, 

it appears that about half way through their time 

as military policemen that they became grooms 

within the unit, the trio all transferred to the 2nd 

DAC (Divisional Ammunition Column) in 

August 1916. 

 

George, like his brothers, would remain with the 2nd DAC, George as a driver (horse) for most of 

that time. George began his return to Australia aboard the troopship Mahia on 5 June 1919. The 

Mahia arrived back to Sydney on 21 July. George Lewis was discharged in New South Wales on 20 

July 1919.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1773  TROOPER Richard Franklin LEWIS 

 
Richard Lewis was the eldest of Charles’ sons to enlist, he was 26 

years of age, describing himself as a hairdresser. Unlike his 

brothers (who were single), Richard was married, his wife Ada 

gave a wartime address of ‘Goombungee’, Queensland while her 

husband was away. 

 

Richard joined his brothers in enlisting at Enoggera on 26 August 

1915. Following training he was with his brothers when they all 

sailed aboard the Suffolk (shown below) in early December 1915. 

 
 

Like his brothers Richard served as a MMP with the 4th Division. It appears that all 

three became grooms with the unit (?), possibly looking after their officer’s mounts 

(as well as their own). 

 

On 20 September 1916 Richard joined his brothers in transferring to the 2nd DAC (Divisional 

Ammunition Column). Initially Richard held the rank of gunner, but was re-mustered as a gunner. 

The illustration below shows a typical role of the DAC, loading shells (often at night) to transport 

forward to the various artillery brigades attached to that Division. 

 

 
 

In early July 1918 Richard was admitted to a hospital in England suffering from bronchitis. Richard 

didn’t re-join his unit in France, instead in early December he returned to Australia aboard the 

Leicestershire. Richard Franklin Lewis was discharged in Queensland on 12 April 1919. 

 

 



1772 TROOPER Thomas Arthur LEWIS 

 
Thomas was the youngest of the three Lewis boys to enlist, but was actually the first to do so. 

Thomas did so on 9 February 1915, when joined up at Liverpool in New South Wales, he was 21 

years of age, still single and was working as an engine driver, Thomas gave his mother (from 

Toowoomba) as his next-of-kin. 

 

Thomas trained at Liverpool for only a few weeks, a small note on the 

front cover of his file denotes that he was ‘Discharged at Own Request 

18/3/15’. It’s unclear as to when or why Thomas opted for discharge, 

probably in order to return to Queensland and join up with his brothers. 

Presumably that is what occurred although Thomas’ file doesn’t show his 

re-enlisting date (only his original NSW date).  

 

Like his brother Thomas sailed in December 1915 and also 

joined the 4th Division’s MMP, albeit only for a few 

months. Thomas followed his brothers in moving to the 2nd DAC, 

continuing to serve on the Western Front. Thomas was mustered as a 

driver (horse) at the same time as Richard. 

 

Driver Thomas Lewis remained with 

the 2nd DAC up until February 1919, 

when he returned to England to await 

his passage back to Australia. 

Thomas’ file shows that he married 23 

year old Dorothy Phipp at Harlesden 

in the UK on 10 March 1919. Thomas 

and Dorothy embarked for Australia 

aboard the Zealandia on 3 July 1919, 

he was discharged from the AIF on 19 

October 1919. The troopship below is 

actually the Ceramic, it shows a group 

of wives, fiances and children 

carrying out a boat drill.  

 

 

 



 
The other sons were;  

2951 Trooper Ernest George Lewis;  he enlisted in July 1916, embarking aboard the Kabinga in 

September 1916, he served with the 5th Light Regiment, returning to Australia in July 1919. 

 

2357 Frederick James Lewis;  Fred was 31 years old when he enlisted in 

October 1915, he was married to Sophia. Fred became part of the __ 

reinforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment, his draft embarking 

aboard the Star of Victoria in March 1916.  Fred joined the 2nd Light 

Horse Regiment Egypt in June 1916.  

 

On 28 November 1916 Fred transferred to the MMP at Moascar (for 

assessment and training). On 1 February 1917 he was sent to join 

Lieutenant Martin’s ‘fighting troop’, this troop consisted of military 

policemen, but while attached to a regiment were utilised in a fighting 

role, the troop was designed for those men that had no frontline experience 

active service prior to joining the Anzac Provost Corps (which was 

supposed to be a criteria). 

 

The troop was initially attached to the 1st Light horse regiment, but after about a week was attached 

to the 7th Light Horse Regiment. The fighting troop was disbanded towards the end of March 1917, 

Fred was then sent to the MMP detachment with the Anzac Mounted Division.  

 

Mid-June saw Fred attached for Police Duty with the APM Sealing Zone, that was in fact 

Lieutenant Martin’s new role. The Sealing Zone ensuring the supply of provisions forward to the 

men in the forward areas. Many of the men from the fighting troop had continued to serve with 

Lieutenant Martin. Ill-health saw him in hospital for a few days in December 1917. 

 

Fred’s file shows him holding the rank of corporal and posted to Deir El Belah for Police Duty, 

once again he was serving with Lieutenant Martin. In October 1918 Fred was sent to Jerusalem to 

join the MMP Detachment of the Desert Mounted Corps (DMC) Headquarters. Within the DMC he 

was attached to the 5th Light Horse Brigade Headquarters within the Australian Mounted Division, 

he took over the sergeant’s role as sergeant Albert Toone headed home to Australia.  

 

Fred held that temporary rank for the remainder of the war. Frederick James Lewis began his return 

to Australia aboard the Dongola on 24 July 1919, he was discharged from the AIF on 22 October 

1919. 

 

1984 Private William John Lewis; he enlisted in November 1915, sailing as part of the 2nd 

Remounts aboard the Orontes in November 1915, had an early return to Australia in October 1916. 



1977  LANCE CORPORAL James MATTHEWS 

 
James Matthews was born and bred at Toodyay in 

Western Australia.  James described himself as 

being a 21 year old labourer, when he enlisted on 

30 January 1915, he stated that he was still single, 

listing his father W. Matthews as his next-of-kin. 

 

Enlisting in the northern parts of Western 

Australia, Private Matthews became part of the 

5th re-enforcements for the 11th Battalion; he 

carried out most of his training at the Blackboy 

Hill Camp.  The camp, (shown right) was located 

close to the railway at Midland, it was opened in 

August 1914 shortly after the declaration of war.   

 

The site was covered in light scrub and was easily cleared, a large tented city soon sprang up.  (The 

photo shows members of the original 11th Battalion training) 

 

The Blackboy Hill Camp would become the focal point of training in Western Australia, the 

original 11th Battalion was formed there and most of its subsequent re-enforcements also trained 

there.  Partway through 1915 the camp was badly damaged during a storm, leading to more 

permanent huts being erected. 

 

James’s draft sailed from Fremantle aboard the Hororata, leaving from that port on 26 April 1915.  

It appears that most of James draft spent little time in Egypt, the bulk of the men joining the 11 th 

Battalion on the Gallipoli peninsula on 16 June 1915.  Private Matthews served with his battalion 

for two months before he succumbed to the effects of dysentery which caused his evacuation from 

the peninsula.  

 

James was fit enough to return to duty on the peninsula in mid-October 1915, he rejoined his 

battalion on 25 October.  James remained with his battalion on Anzac Cove until the final 

evacuation in December. 

 

On 7 January 1916 the 11th Battalion arrived back in Alexandria aboard the Empress of Britain.  

The battalion then set up camp at Serapuem as it re-organised itself, taking on fresh re-enforcements 

to bring it back up to strength as it prepared (like all the other battalions) for service on the Western 

Front.  

 

In early March 1916 Private Matthews was part of a nucleus of men from the 11 th 

Battalion, (about half of the battalion) who were transferred to Tel-el-Kebir to help 

form the 51st Battalion.  Perhaps the move to a new battalion helped influence James decision to 

join the 4th Division’s MMP on 4 May 1916, James was sent to Serapuem to join his new MMP 

unit.  

 

As an ‘original’ member with the 4th Divisional Headquarters MMP, James sailed aboard the 

Kinsfaun Castle, the troopship sailed from Alexandria on 2 June 1916.  The troopship docked at 

Marseilles in the south of France on 6 June.  Early in July James was promoted to corporal (acting). 

On 2 January 1917 James fronted to the 8th Field Ambulance feeling poorly, he was diagnosed as 

suffering the flu and was admitted to the ambulance for a little over a week.  James returned to duty 

on 13 January. 



Throughout the remainder of 1917 James had several stints in hospital, but nothing to serious or 

long in duration.  On each occasion he remained in France receiving his treatment.  On 15 October 

upon re-joining the 4th Division MMP from a stay in hospital, James was forced to revert in rank 

back to the rank of lance corporal.  That appears to have been a result of his unit carrying to many 

corporals on strength, rather than James not performing satisfactorily.   

 

On 19 January 1918 Lance Corporal Matthews was sent on a refresher training course at the 4th  

Army Provost School of Instruction.  James and Trooper Bradshaw as well as several others were 

sent to refresh their skills.  Generally the course content was along the following lines; Charge 

Reports and Evidence, Notebook and Traffic Notes.  Physical skills dealt with included; Physical 

Training and Self Defence and Revolver handling.  A further portion of the training dealt with 

Equitation and Stables, remembering that most of the men attending these courses were Divisional 

MMP (Military Mounted Police). The men were also assessed on their General Smartness and 

Efficiency. 

 

James Matthews remained with the 4th Divisional MMP throughout 1918.  Nine days after the 

signing of the armistice James was detached for duty with the APM of the Australian Corps 

Headquarters.  This was a typical transfer for men as they were coming and going to units in 

France.   

 

In James case, two weeks later he transferred to the 51st Battalion, the battalion that he had so 

briefly been transferred to back in Egypt back in March 1916.  James would retain his lance 

corporal in the battalion. 

 

In mid-January 1919 Lance Corporal 

Matthews returned to England as he 

awaited a passage back to Australia.  

On 28 February James began that 

voyage, doing so aboard the troopship 

Anchises (shown left).  The Anchises 

arrived at Albany on 7 April; James 

Matthews was discharged from the AIF 

on 10 June 1919. 

 

 

 

 

2833  PRIVATE Nicholas John RYAN 
 

Nicholas Ryan was born and bred at Mallardstown in Kilkenny, Ireland.  By 1915 Nicholas was 

living and working in Western Australia, the remainder of his family were still living back in 

Ireland. 

 

Enlisting at Perth on 2 July 1915, Nicholas was by now nearly 27 years of age.  Private Ryan 

became part of the 9th re-enforcements for the 11th Battalion, that draft of men (about 150 in 

number) embarked from Fremantle aboard the Hororata on 1 October 1915.  

 

The voyage to Egypt took a little over a month and upon their arrival in Egypt further training, 

Nicholas’s draft was sent to a camp at Zeitoun.  Private Ryan joined the 11th Battalion at its Tel-el-

Kebir camp on 7 January 1916, the battalion had not long returned to Egypt following the 

evacuation of the Gallipoli peninsula.  Nicholas joined D Company. 



With the expansion of the AIF after the Gallipoli campaign in early 1916, Private Ryan was one of 

those selected to help form the nucleus for the newly forming 51st Battalion.  Nicholas was 

transferred to the 51st Battalion on 1 March 1916, the new battalion established a camp at 

Serapuem. 

 

On 4 May 1916 Nicholas was transferred to the 4th Division’s MMP detachment.  

Presumably Nicholas volunteered for this role and was released by the 51st Battalion, 

as a MMP (military mounted police) he was now a trooper.  

 

As an original member of the 4th Division MMP, Trooper Ryan sailed with his detachment for the 

Western Front aboard the troopship Kinsfaun Castle.  The troopship left Alexandria on 2 June 1916, 

arriving in the south of France a week later. 

 

Shortly after his arrival in France Nicholas was attached for duty with the Headquarters of the 15th 

Infantry Brigade and then a few weeks later the 13th Infantry brigade. Ryan was promoted to the 

rank of acting corporal around this time.  

 

Corporal Ryan served as a MMP on the Western Front for the remainder of 1916 and the first few 

months of 1917. On 3 April 1917 Nicholas attended a nearby field ambulance as a result of having 

an infected index finger, initially he received treatment at Rouen in France, but on 17 April he was 

sent back to England.  

 

It was not until 7 July 1917 that Nicholas returned to ‘Police Duties’, he did so at Bhurtpore 

Barracks, Tidworth. Upon marching into Tidworth Ryan reverted to the rank of lance corporal. 

Ryan remained in England, not returning to the Western Front.  

 

In mid-October 1918 Nicholas was promoted to corporal. On 5 April 

1919 Corporal Ryan became part of a Military Police contingent sent 

to Colombo to help supervise Aussie troops returning to Australia via 

that port. The contingent of about twenty five military policemen was 

under the command of Captain Neill and Lieutenant MacMeikan 

sailed aboard the Warwickshire.   Captain Neill was married and was 

accompanied by his wife and daughter (shown right) 

 

Nicholas’ time at Colombo ended on 16 August 1919 when he 

returned to Australia aboard the Delta. Nicholas Ryan was discharged 

in Perth on 25 October 1919.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



272   SERGEANT Percy Harold  SHIRLEY   (see start of chapter) 

 

 

3295  CORPORAL Herbert Edgar SKIDMORE 
 

Herbert Skidmore was born in the Northumberland county of England; by the time he enlisted in 

Australia in September 1915 he was 24 years of age.  Herbert described that he had been a ticket 

collector with the New South Wales Railways in Sydney.  

 

Private Skidmore became part of the 7th re-

enforcements for the 17th Battalion.  That 

draft of men (150 in number) sailed for 

Egypt aboard the troopship Suevic (shown 

left), departing Sydney on 20 December 

1915.  As the Suevic sailed the last 

elements of the Anzac’s were evacuating 

the Gallipoli peninsula a half a world 

away. 

 

The majority of the battalions and light 

horse units were back in Egypt by the time 

the Suevic arrived at Alexandria.  Herbert 

(and presumably most of his draft?) was 

transferred from being 17th Battalion re-enforcements to becoming part of the newly formed 55th 

Battalion.  Private Skidmore joined his new battalion at a Tel-el-Kebir Camp on 16 February 1916; 

the 55th Battalion was part of the as yet unproven Australian 5th Infantry Division. 

 

On 2 April 1916 Herbert was transferred to a Divisional Headquarters as a MMP.  

Initially he was shown as being allotted to the 5th Division, but this may have been a 

clerical error, he in fact became part of the 4th Divisional; MMP.  [there appears to have been some 

confusion in the forming of both the 4th and 5th MMP elements, this is also seen within the 5th’s 

MMP formation] 

 

Trooper Skidmore sailed with his unit 

aboard the Kinsfaun Castle (shown right) 

in early June 1916.  In early July Herbert 

was promoted to corporal (acting), Herbert 

would remain with the 4th Division 

throughout the war.   

 

In early October 1917 Herbert reverted 

from Acting Corporal back to the rank of 

lance corporal, as his unit had too many 

corporals on strength.  Generally the 

strength of an infantry division’s MMP 

detachment was as follows; One APM (generally either a major or a captain), a TCO (Traffic 

Control Officer), which was later redesignated as being a APM Learner, one staff sergeant (the 

Sergeant Major of the unit, often referred to as the ‘Majio’), three sergeants, four corporals, four 

lance corporals and fourteen privates (troopers). 

 



Skidmore’s recommendation for a citation (MM) from 17 September also shows the complexity of 

the ranks with an MMP unit;  

 

  

3205   Private   (L/Cpl;  Acting Corporal) 

 

   This NCO”s work during the period 27/3/18 to 10/9/18 has  

been of the highest order. 

   

During the DERNANCOURT operations from 27/3/18 to 6/4/18, he  

displayed admirable courage and great devotion to duty under shell fire.  

 

Herbert’s actual Military Medal is shown to the left, it was recently sold 

at auction. Herbert was sent on course for refresher training between 5 – 

19 December 1917, he did so at the same time as ______.  In October 

1918 Herbert received promotion to corporal; the position became 

available when Corporal ____ Slattery was reduced to the ranks.   

 

Corporal Skidmore remained with the 4th Division after the signing of the 

armistice and well into 1919.  In mid April 1919 Herbert was granted a 

weeks (?) leave to Paris.  Only days after his return to his unit he was 

transferred for duty with the APM at Le Havre, this was in line with the 

return of most of the Australian troops back to the French coastal areas as 

they awaited a transfer back to England and allocation to a draft to return 

to Australia. 

 

On 2 July 1919 Herbert was admitted to a hospital at Harfluer (Le Havre 

area), as a result of a fractured nose.  Herbert’s file states ‘Accidentally 

Injured’; it is not hard to surmise that the injury may well have been the 

result of a melee that Herbert may have been called to help break up in the course of his duties? 

 

It was not until September 1919 before Herbert was transferred back to England for duty.  In 

Herbert’s case he was probably happy to remain in the U.K. for a time, as he carried out stints at 

Tidworth, London and more specifically with the Warminster Detachment. 

 

Herbert didn’t undertake N.M.E. (non-military employment), but was granted fifteen days leave 

shortly after his arrival in England.  Correspondence on his file from a Miss May Garnold of 

Herefordshire, in which she referred to herself as Herbert’s fiancé would appear to be the logical 

reason that Herbert was happy to remain in the U.K.  

 

In late March 1920 Herbert was granted indefinite leave in England, as he awaited a passage back to 

Australia aboard a troopship.  No doubt he would have spent most of that time with May, however 

when it became time for a passage it appears May was not eligible for a passage (or perhaps she 

didn’t want to move to Australia). 

 

Herbert was finally granted a passage aboard the Bahio Castillo leaving England on 17 April 1920.  

Only one blemish appears on Herbert’s disciplinary record and that was during his voyage home, 

for whatever reason, during the voyage Herbert was placed under open arrest.  Within the same 

entry on his file it further states that he was ‘Released without Prejudice’. Nothing else appears on 

his file in relation to this incident to elaborate the cause of his arrest. 

 

Footnote:  It is not known if May Garnold ended up coming to Australia. 



417 SERGEANT Neil Christopher SLATTERY 
 
Neil Slattery was born at Broadford in Victoria in 1884 the son of John and Louisa Slattery.  Neil’s 

father had died in 1890, aged only 28.  Louisa re-married in 1899, marrying William Casey also 

from Broadford.  Extracts from the Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek Times show that Neil was 

quite a talented student, but that in 1896 Louisa was actually prosecuted for Neil not attending a 

sufficient number of days during the term at school. 

 

Neil continued to be active in Broadford during his adult life; he had worked as a commission agent 

in Broadford buying ‘Hides, Sheep and Furred Skins.’ By the outbreak of war he was nearly 31 

years of age and was working as a commission agent in the Melbourne area.  Slattery described that 

he had been a member of a Rifle Club for about six months, that appears to have been the extent of 

anything military related before he joined up.  

 

Neil had married May Maud Hughes in 1913; May was some ____ years older than Neil.  May had 

married Robert Hughes in 1900, but he had died in 1909.  The couple had no children, he enlisted in 

Melbourne on 18 August 1914 Neil Slattery was typical of a member of the Australian Provost 

Corps; serving on Gallipoli with the service corps until evacuated due to ill-health.  Slattery then 

spent several months in Egypt before being allotted to the newly formed 4 th Division; Slattery 

became a sergeant with the 4th Divisional Headquarters MMP. 

 

Sergeant Slattery was well thought of by his fellow NCO’s and his immediate provost officers; 

however on 7 May 1918 Slattery was involved in an incident that would tarnish his reputation. On 

that evening, about 7.30pm, he was in the company of fellow MMP, Sergeant Percy Shirley and 

Lieutenant Oscar Hassam, the 4th Division’s TCO (traffic control officer). The trio were in a ‘Police 

Billet Yard’ at Glisy in France when Slattery noticed a bird sitting on a manure heap in the centre of 

the yard; Slattery drew his revolver (probably a 38 Webley?) and wagered with Shirley that he 

could strike the bird.  Unfortunately Slattery’s shot didn’t make contact with the bird; instead the 

bullet struck (maybe a ricochet?) a passing gunner who was walking at the rear of the courtyard. 

Gunner Willis immediately cried out that he’d been struck; a colleague of Willis’ and the three 

MMP all went to his aid, finding that Willis had indeed been struck in the right thigh. 

 

 

Generally the billets were a farms ‘out buildings’, the barn, stable or similar buildings, often (as 

shown) the troops would be sharing their quarters with a menagerie of farm animals.  Sergeant 

Slattery was placed before a court-martial on the 14th of June charged with ‘Conduct to the 

prejudice of Good Order and military discipline on 7.5.18. Wrongfully discharging his revolver in 

police billet.’  Despite several good statements in support of Slattery he was still found to have been 

guilty of the offence, as a result he was reduced back to the rank of corporal.  Neil’s own statement 

is shown below; 



 

This was not to be Slattery’s only blemish on his record, it appears that Corporal Slattery was 

earmarked for an early return to Australia in October 1918, because of his early 1914 enlistment,  

Slattery appears to have reached Taranto in Italy ready to board the troopship back to Australia.  

However Neil was once again charged, on this occasion for ‘While on Active Service, 

Drunkenness.’, as a result Slattery’s return to Australia was delayed as he was sent back to the 

Harfluer Depot at Le Havre to face another court-martial.  

  

This court-martial, held on 22 September 1918, again found Slattery guilty, he was busted back to 

the rank of private and forfeited a little over a month’s pay. Not long after his second court-martial 

(while still at Le Havre) Slattery was again in trouble for having gone AWL he forfeited a further 

14 days pay for this offence. Another brief period of absenteeism in December must surely have 

been testing the patience of Slattery’s superior officers; finally on 2 January 1919 Slattery was 

given a passage home to Australia aboard the Berrima. 



Neil Slattery had married just before he had embarked for overseas, it’s unclear as to whether upon 

his return to Australia and discharge that he was able to settle down to a normal life with May  in 

Melbourne. 

 

The diagram (below) is a document held with the Court-Martial papers, it shows where Slattery 

fired from, the birds location and where Gunner Willis was struck.  A was Slattery’s position, B the 

bird and C Willis’s location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1763   PRIVATE Alexander Charlton SMITH 

 
Alex Smith hailed from Queensland, he described himself as being a 

29 year old stockman, still single, when he fronted to enlist at 

Toowoomba on 10 September 1915. Alex was allotted as a trooper 

with the 12th re-enforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment. 

That would appear to be Alex from The Queenslander. 

 

Alex sailed with his draft aboard the Suffolk on 30 November 1915. 

In Egypt his draft marched into the 1st Light Horse Reserve 

[Training] Regiment on 1 March 1916. It appears that only three 

days later Alex volunteered to join the MMP and he was allotted to 

the 4th Division Headquarters, joining the MMP detachment at Tel-

el-Kebir.  

 

Trooper Smith sailed with the 4th Division’s MMP for the Western 

front aboard the Kinsfaun Castle, departing Alexandria on 3 June 

1916. The troopship arriving at Marseilles in the south of France 

five days later. 

 

Alex was promoted to the rank of corporal (acting) on 2 July 1916. Alex served as a MMP up until 

26 September 1916 when he was evacuated suffering from the flu. It appears that upon his recovery 

Alex opted to transfer to an infantry unit, on 17 October 1916 he was transferred to the 12th 

Australian Infantry Brigade Headquarters, where he remained for several months (perhaps as a 

regimental policeman?).  

 

On Christmas Day 1916 Alex was formally ‘taken on strength’ by the 47th Battalion (the 47th were 

part of the 12th Brigade).  Unfortunately Private Smith suffered a gunshot wound (possibly 

shrapnel) to his right leg on 13 February 1917.  

 

After initial treatment at Camiers Alex was 

evacuated back to England where he was 

admitted to the 3rd AGH at Brighton (shown 

right). Alex’s wounds were severe and part 

of his right leg had to be amputated.  On 25 

April 1917 Alex was transferred to Stildon 

House at Eastbourne to further recover from 

his wounds. A month later he was transferred 

to the 2nd Auxiliary General Hospital at 

Southall. 

 

 

On 19 June 1917 Alex was granted two weeks furlough. 

Alex was granted a passage back to Australia aboard the 

hospital ship Kanowna on 16 July 1917. Alexander 

Charlton smith was formally discharged as medically 

unfit from the AIF at Brisbane on 23 October 1917. 

 

Despite his injuries Alex chose to take up a soldiers 

settlement block. 

 



746   CORPORAL John Joseph TOMLINSON 

 
John Tomlinson was born at Birkenhead in the 

Cheshire district of England.  John described 

himself as a 39 year old seaman when he 

enlisted on 7 December 1914; presumably his 

trade had originally brought him to Australia.  

Tomlinson stated that he was a widower and 

that he had over 16 years service with ‘The 

Kings Liverpool Regiment’, including some 

six years of that aboard.  

 

AWM photo P00309.001 (shown left) shows 

Signaller Tomlinson during the Boer War.  

Tomlinson served with the 1st Battalion of the 

King’s Liverpool Regiment, taking part in 

campaigns at Intintangone, Lombards Kop 

and the relief of Ladysmith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John became part of the 2nd re-enforcements for the 1st Light Horse Regiment, for whatever reason 

he drew the ire of authorities when he ‘deserted’ at Melbourne, prior to his draft sailing for Egypt 

aboard the Armidale.  Trooper Tomlinson finally did sail on 8 February 1915, now aboard the Anglo 

Egyptian, no punishment is recorded for his earlier desertion, which indicates he must have reported 

promptly after having ‘missed the boat’.  

 

Tomlinson joined up with the 1st Light Horse Regiment in time to be sent with the regiment to 

Gallipoli, when it did so on 9 May 1915, several weeks after the infantry as the need for re-

enforcements became dire.  On 11 June 1915 John was evacuated from the peninsula, suffering 

from what was described as being ‘rheumatism’.  Sent back to No 2 Stationary Hospital at Mudros, 

John received treatment there for a little over a week.   

 

John returned to Anzac Cove on 5 July, he remained on the peninsula until the regiment’s final 

evacuation in December 1915.  After a few weeks back in Egypt in early January the 1st Regiment 

was tasked with patrolling as part of the ‘Western Frontier Force’.  

 

On 3 March 1916, John was sent on a two week course at the School of Instruction at Zeitoun.  The 

second half of March saw John fined for being drunk (and obviously playing up), and towards the 

end of the month hospitalised for a venereal affliction, for which he required treatment for several 

weeks. 

 

 

 



 In early May 1916 John appears to have been amongst a group of 1st Light Horsemen 

who volunteered for service on the Western Front.  Many of those men were initially 

earmarked to join the 4th Division’s pioneer battalion, however in mid-May several of those light 

horsemen subsequently joined the newly forming MMP element of the 4th Division Headquarters. 

 

John sailed for France with the other members of his unit aboard the Kinsfaun Castle, departing 

Alexandria on 2 June, arriving at Marseilles in the south of France on 8 June.  Towards the end of 

June John was attached to the Headquarters of the 

15th (elsewhere on his file states 13th) Infantry 

Brigade, John was promoted shortly before this 

detachment. John became an acting corporal; in 

September 1916 his formal promotion to corporal 

was confirmed. 

 

John continued to serve with the 4th Divisional 

MMP for most of 1917.  In late April John 

suffered badly from boils (from riding) and spent 

the better part of a week resting and receiving 

treatment at a casualty clearing station.   

 

 

On 24 October 1917 the 4th Division’s acting APM, Lieutenant Hassam, charged Tomlinson for 

‘Being Drunk when on Active Service’, John 

was lucky to only be punished with a severe 

reprimand. The photo on the previous page 

shows John on leave in Paris, most probably 

in 1917, the soldiers with him are all Kiwi’s.  

Perhaps as a result of his earlier drunken 

incident (?) on 19 November John was 

transferred to the 1st Anzac F.P. (Field 

Punishment) Compound, where he would 

remain posted for over 12 months.   

 

The portrait to the left is AWM P00309.002 

and shows John; the captioning describes him 

as being part of the 1st Light Horse Regiment.  

As clearly can be seen John is now a military 

policeman, the photo most probably taken 

some time from early 1917 onwards. 

 

The photo clearly shows the revolver strap 

that would readily identify a military 

policeman, this was similar to an officer’s 

Sam Browne, but ran the opposite direction 

across the chest.  John’s issue Webley 

revolver is in the holster, he is wearing the 

familiar MP armband and it is unfortunate that 

the photo is not in colour, because the 

armband is probably Navy blue in colour and 

the letters are most probably red.  Similarly 

John’s slouch hat has probably got a blue hatband covering the normal puggaree; both the armband 

and hatband were designed to be removed when not on duty.   



On his shoulder epaulettes John wears the distinctive Anzac or Australian Provost Corps metal 

shoulder titles, the corps name changed from ‘Anzac’ to ‘Australian’ at the start of 1918 (it is not 

discernible as to which these are)  John is also wearing his Boer War campaign ribbons above his 

left breast pocket. Although not visible [not wearing them] in this photo, John would have been 

eligible to have worn the brass ‘A’ just above his corporal stripes, the letter denoted service on 

Gallipoli or in Egypt during 1915.   

 
Towards the end of January 1918 John became eligible for leave in England; he continued to serve 

at the Field Punishment Compound for most of 1918.  On 10 September 1918 John’s file show a 

transfer of duty to the Safe Custody Compound.  Shortly after starting that detachment John was 

granted a week’s leave in Paris. 

 

Despite a reasonably early enlistment (December 1914), John remained posted to France well into 

1919.  In early January he was granted another period of leave back to the U.K.  Upon his return to 

duty in France John was promoted to sergeant, but only for a two week period. 

 

John reverted back to his substantive rank of corporal on 9 February 1919, this was as he was 

earmarked for a return firstly to England and then ultimately to Australia.  Arriving in England on 

22 February John spent several weeks at the Heytesbury Camp, before resuming military police 

duties at Tidworth.   

 

The need for military police to help control the large number of Australians still overseas, saw 

many of the MP’s that were due to return to Australia being asked to continue serving.  John was 

once again promoted to sergeant (acting) and appears to have held that rank until his final discharge 

towards the end of 1919.  In May 1919 he spent a short time in hospital before returning to military 

police duties.   

 

Sergeant Tomlinson was finally 

given his passage back to Australia 

aboard the troopship Indarra in 

September (the same voyage as 

Walter Adkins).  During the 

voyage John had to be admitted to 

the ship’s hospital ward, the result 

of a venereal affliction.  John 

Tomlinson was finally discharged 

from the AIF on 9 December 1919.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2028 LANCE CORPORAL Jack Clive TURNER 
 

Jack Turner described himself as a horse breaker when he fronted to join 

up at Condobolin in New South Wales on 4 September 1914. Jack stated 

that he was 24 years old and that he hailed from Warwick in Queensland, 

Jack listed his father George, from Warwick, as his next-of-kin. 

 

Jack advised the recruiting clerk that he had seen three years militia 

service while at Warwick, serving with the ‘14th Australian Light Horse’. 

Private Turner became part of the 4th Field Ambulance, training at the 

Rosebery Park Camp in Sydney. Jack sailed with his unit aboard the Berrima. 

 

Jack served on Gallipoli for a time, his file also shows that he was awarded 28 days detention for 

‘Insolence to a NCO.’ It appears he probably carried out his detention at Alexandria. 

 

In late November 1915 (at the completion of his sentence?) Jack was transferred to a details camp at 

Maadi. Jack remained at the Maadi camp and did not re-join his unit (back in Egypt) until early 

February 1916. 

 

Pleurisy saw Jack in and out of hospital on several occasions. In mid-April 1916 Jack 

was transferred to the 13th Field Ambulance. On 9 May 1916 Turner transferred to the 

MMP element of the 4th Divisional Headquarters, presumably this move to the 

military police was at his request.  

 

Trooper Turner sailed with the 4th Divisional MMP aboard the Kingsfaun Castle, heading for 

Marseilles and service on the Western Front on 2 June 1916. Shortly after his arrival in France he 

was temporarily attached to the 13th Infantry Brigade Headquarters, a week after being attached 

Jack was promoted to corporal (acting). On 8 August he rejoined the 4th Divisional Headquarters. 

 

Jack continued to serve with the 4th Division’s MMP throughout 1917, on 8 October 1917 Jack 

reverted to the rank of lance corporal. This was not on disciplinary grounds more so the fact that the 

MMP detachment had too many acting corporals on its establishment (strength). 

 

On February 1918 Jack was posted back to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. Jack remained at 

Tidworth for the remainder of his time overseas. On 14 November 1918, three days after the signing 

of the armistice, Jack was promoted to corporal (E.R. Extra Regimental). 

 

With an early enlistment date (September 1914) Jack probably could have taken a passage back to 

Australia in early 1919. On 4 April 1919 he married Kate Moody at Quailey in Southampton, Kate 

was two years younger than the now 29 year old Jack. As a result Jack was probably happy to 

remain in the U.K., taking liberal amounts of leave that became due to him, in between carrying out 

his police duties. 

 

On 25 October 1919 he and Kate sailed for 

Australia aboard the Orontes. Jack’s file 

also shows Kate had a child with her 

(Jack’s?), the Orontes arrived in Australia 

in early December. John Clive Turner was 

finally discharged at Sydney on 9 February 

1920. 

 



Other known members of the 4th Division MMP 

MAJOR  Thomas Victor BROWN 
 

Major Brown had 

originally served with 

the 9th Battalion and 

had injured his back 

only a few days into 

the landing at 

Gallipoli.  Captain 

Brown is shown 

amongst his fellow 

officers from the 9th 

Battalion in AWM 

photo C02946, the 

photo is dated 

October 1914 

(indicating the voyage 

to Egypt aboard the 

Omrah) he is amongst those seated on the deck chairs. Also amongst the group is Captain Fisher, 

who would also later serve with the Anzac provost Corps, he is standing in the row behind the seats. 

 

Evacuated to Alexandria and then England, it was not until late 1915 that he was considered fit to 

return to duty.  Most probably while he recuperated in London he would have been able to work in 

the family business of Thomas Brown and Son (London Office), on light duties of cause. 

 

Brown did so as the APM of the London detachment of the Australian Garrison Military Police 

there, he is shown as being the APM on 20 August 1915.  From very small numbers (only nine 

men) the London Detachment had gradually grown in size, Major Brown stamped his authority of 

his detachment and took to his role seriously and enthusiastically. 

 

The photo (left) shows men from his 

detachment being inspected by 

Lieutenant Colonel Sir Newton Moore 

and Australian Prime Minister Mr 

William (Billy) Hughes in 1916.  By  

mid-1917 the London Detachment was 

probably numbering over 100 men (not 

formally verified) the importance of 

their role being recognised with the 

large volume of Australian troops now 

coming and going through London, as 

well as a continual stream of men 

taking leave in the city.   

 

 

In line with corps policy it was decided to rotate Major Brown to France to see further active 

service, he took over the role of APM for the 2nd Division on 4 August 1917.  With the death of his 

father back in England on 8 (?) 1917, Thomas was granted compassionate leave to attend the 

funeral and help sort out his family’s business affairs.   



It becomes obvious from his file that Thomas did not wish to return to France, rather 

to seek a discharge in the U.K.   A short stint in hospital meant that Thomas didn’t 

return to France until 8 October, he was ordered to take over the role of APM of the 4 th Division a 

vacancy left when Captain Kensett was sent back to Australia. 

 

Thomas formally sort a discharge in the U.K. to handle his family’s business there, he had now 

became the sole bread-winner, his only other brother, Jack, had died back in August 1916 while 

serving with the Gordon Highlanders in France.  Eventually Colonel William’s (head of the Anzac 

Provost Corps) did agree to Brown’s discharge and he was relieved of his duties as APM of the 4 th 

Division, Captain Jarvie being transferred to that role. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Major Thomas Victor Brown’s appointment was terminated from the AIF, in London, on 27 

November 1917. 

 

Footnote:  See the United Kingdom chapter for full history of Major Brown’s service.   

 

 

 

 

 



CAPTAIN Basil Hubert COOPER  
 

Basil Cooper was born at Coogee; he lived most of his life in the Mosman area.  Basil was 24 years 

of age when he enlisted on 16 March 1915; he recorded his mother, Maude, as his next-of-kin.  

Basil’s documents show that he also had a brother, who also served as a Lieutenant in the 2nd 

Battalion. 

 

Basil was an accountant in civilian life, but had served for about 18 months in the Naval Brigade.  

Upon joining the AIF Basil was granted a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant and would later take 

charge of the 9th re-enforcements for the 19th Battalion. 

Lieutenant Cooper, as one of the officers in 

charge of the 9th re-enforcements for the 19th 

Battalion, sailed aboard the Runic, sailing 

from Sydney on 20 January 1916.  The Runic 

docked at Alexandria in Egypt on 26 

February 1916. 

 

On 7 May Basil was taken on strength by the 

5th Training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir.  Only 

three days later Basil was accepted for 

service with the Anzac Provost Corps, joining 

the corps at a new training centre at Abbassia, 

on the outskirts of Cairo. 

 

On 1 July, Basil was promoted to the rank of temporary Lieutenant, a rank he was to hold while 

being employed with the Anzac Provost Corps (until formally promoted).  As the officers and men 

completed their training they were transferred to the various theatres of war, Basil was sent to the 

UK for duty, sailing for England aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

 

On 12 October Basil was admitted to the 3rd 

London General Hospital at Wandsworth, 

(shown right) Wandsworth was the hospital 

where many Australian officers were sent for 

treatment.  While still in hospital, on New 

Year’s Day 1917, Basil was promoted to 

Lieutenant (substantive). It was not until 19 

January 1917 that Basil was released from 

hospital and ordered back to duty at the Perham 

Downs Depot.   

 

From Perham Downs, Basil was sent directly to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  Bhurtpore 

Barracks had now become the main training centre for Australian military police; the Abbassia 

camp closing after the bulk of the Corps had been trained.  Tidworth held the greatest concentration 

of Australian military police in any theatre and would continue to do so throughout the war. 

 

From Tidworth Basil was posted to Hurdcott to be the APM (Assistant Provost Marshall). 

Hurdcott’s largest Australian unit was the 14th Training Battalion, which trained men ready for 

service with the Australian 14th Brigade on the Western Front.  At the time when Lieutenant Cooper 

was in charge the Hurdcott detachment most probably numbered around 24 men. 

 



Basil remained at Hurdcott for the 

remainder of 1917 and the first few 

months of 1918.  On 31 May 1918 he was sent to 

France in line with corps policy on rotating its men (and 

officers) to the frontline.  Upon his arrival in France 

Basil was detached to the 4th Division Headquarters. 

 

Basil was formally appointed as TCO (Traffic Control 

Officer) with the 4th Division on 5 June 1918.  Basil 

took over the role following the death of Lieutenant 

Oscar Hassam, who had died from shrapnel wounds on 

20 May 1918.  Hassam had been a well-respected TCO 

and had several times been mentioned in despatch.  On 

24 August 1918 Basil became eligible for ten days leave 

to Paris.  Basil rejoined the 4th Division in early 

September, later that month Basil was promoted to 

Captain.  

  

On 2 October, Basil was transferred to the 5th Division 

to take up the position of DAPM (Divisional Assistant 

Provost Marshall); DAPM had now become the official 

title rather than APM.  Basil took over that role 

following the departure of Major Edgar Langley, DSO, 

who was forced to return to England due to ill-heath.  

 

 On 19 October Basil became eligible for a further period of leave in Paris.  Basil like Edgar 

Langley did not enjoy the best of health while serving on the Western Front.  Although Basil’s file 

doesn’t record the event, apparently on 16 December1918, he married an American Lass; no formal 

mention of leave in either France or England is recorded, so presumably the wedding occurred 

discreetly in France. 

 

Basil remained posted to France until mid-

January 1919, when he attended the 5th Field 

Ambulance, suffering what was diagnosed as 

enteritis.  Evacuated to England, Basil was once 

again admitted to the 3rd London General 

Hospital at Wandsworth. 

 

It was not until 5 March, that Basil was fit 

enough to be released from hospital, he was 

granted leave until 31 March.  Medically 

downgraded Basil elected to take his discharge in 

England, this was affected on 5 May 1919 and four days later he was booked aboard the civilian 

vessel the Adriatic (shown right) with his American wife, with the view to travel to America to sort 

out her financial affairs.  Ultimately the couple did plan to return to Australia, but not for at least 

eighteen months. 

 

Footnote:  The London Gazette has an entry dated 1934 recognising a Captain Basil Hubert Cooper 

for services rendered to British interests in Philadelphia, it is unclear if this is Basil (but presumably 

could be so). 

 

 



CAPTAIN  Walter Francis KENSETT 

 
‘Walter Kensett’, was born in 1879, his true name  

was in fact Michael Aloysius KELLY, however he 

served throughout the war as Kensett (so I will 

continue to refer to him that way).  Walter was 35 

years of age when he enlisted and most probably 

gave ‘nearly’ correct details when he joined up, 

other than stating his next-of-kin as being an 

uncle, H.E. Kelly, Henry was in fact Walter’s 

father. 

 

The reason for Walter’s deception becomes 

apparent when you do a Trove search of the old 

Australian Newspapers.  Numerous articles appear 

in 1910 in relation to Michael Aloysius Kelly, and 

although Kensett’s first page of his attestation 

papers are not on file he would have undoubtedly 

failed to declare the two years hard labour that he 

served in Goulburn Prison after his conviction, 

hence his use of an alias to enlist.   

 

It is unclear if after getting out of gaol ‘Walter’ 

adopted his new name. Records show that he was 

lived at Boonah in Queensland in 1913 and was 

working as a journalist; he had probably not 

changed his name yet.  By the outbreak of war 

Walter was down in Melbourne and was a 

journalist with The Age. 

 

The change of name was certainly made to enlist 

and would also account for his father being listed 

as Walter’s next-of-kin, but as an ‘Uncle’, and 

Henry knowingly in correspondence referring to 

him as his nephew, not his son.  ‘Walter’ enlisted 

on 1 April 1915 (?), on his application for a 

commission he stated that he had been educated at 

the Jesuit College in Sydney (5 years), he stated 

that he had been part of the College’s cadet unit. 

  

Walter stated that prior to enlisting he had been on 

the ‘Parliamentary Staff’ of The Age, presumably 

referring to the main Melbourne newspaper.  

Obviously he had worked for the immigration 

department for several years while in New South 

Wales up until 1910.   

 

Henry Edward Kelly and his wife Mary originally 

hailed from Ireland, their eldest son Edward was 

born in Ireland.  Their second child Mary was born 

in Australia in 1878, as were most of the 



remaining children, several of the family were born in New Zealand, Michael Aloysius Kelly had 

been born at Dunedin in 1879.  

 

By the outbreak of the Great War, Henry Kelly was living in Redfern in Sydney, his wife Mary had 

died in 1912.  In later 1917 correspondence Henry described that he had two sons that were serving 

in the AIF.  18488 Sergeant James Patrick Kelly was with the 7th Field Artillery Brigade on the 

Western Front and his other son was 1011 Private John Henry Kelly, ‘Jack’ was serving with the 1st 

Field Squadron Engineers in the Middle East.  Henry Kelly further described that his ‘nephew’ was 

Captain Walter Kensett, who had been the APM for the 4th Division in France (his letter was written 

after Walter had left France). 

 

In his letter Mr Kelly probably hinted that Walter was a son, as he stated that “a fourth is Tho A 

Kelly – another son –“, that son was said to have been serving with a New Zealand Regiment.  In 

fact Henry’s sixth eldest, Thomas, also served in the AIF with the 30th Battalion, presumably Henry 

was not fully aware of his son’s movements during the war years.  

 

Henry and Mary Kelly reared thirteen (?) children in total, they had another two sons, Edward, who 

had been born in Ireland, (there is no mention of him serving during the war) and Francis, born in 

1899, he would serve in the RAN during 1920, just after the war. The couple also had seven 

daughters, Mary Agnes was the first born in Australia in 1878 shortly after the family arrived in this 

country. Annie was born 1881; Ellen 1883; Margaret 1885; Emily 1887 and finally Nora in 1889. 

(the other daughter is not known to author) 

 

Five of the girls would join Catholic orders, they became known as – Mother Paulina (who became 

Mother Superior of the Lewisham Hospital in Christchurch) a hospital owned and run by the 

Catholic Church, Sister Mary Aquin and Sister Peter (Sydney), Sister Joan of Arc and Sister Francis 

Xavier (both in Victoria). 

 

Shortly after enlisting (1 April 1915) Walter was chosen for officer training, he undertook this 

course at the 4th Officer’s School which was at held at the Broadmeadows Camp.  The Darge 

portraits below show the 3rd (left) and the 6th (right) Officers Schools at Broadmeadows, they give 

an indication of the numbers of men who would have been on the 4th Officers School.  

Unfortunately the Darge portrait for the 4th Officer’s School is recorded as being held by the AWM, 

but is not displayed. 

 

Once Kensett gained his commission he was allotted to the newly formed 24 th Battalion, the 

battalion was also training at Broadmeadows.  The battalion was supposed to be an ‘outer states’ 

battalion, but because of the glut of recruits at Broadmeadows at that time, the 24th Battalion was 

raised there during the first week of May, only to sail a week after forming.  



The 24th Battalion sailed for Egypt from 

Melbourne aboard the Euripides on 8 May 

1915, Walter was part of the Headquarters 

Section for the battalion, his extra officer 

training and previous cadet training no 

doubt proving valuable in handling the 

then inexperienced men.  The Euripides 

arrived at Alexandria on 12 June; it was in 

Egypt that the battalion’s training 

shortfalls were addressed during the next 

few months. 

 

The 6th Australian Infantry Brigade (to which the 24th Battalion belonged) headed to Anzac Cove in 

early September 1915.  Upon landing on the peninsula the 23rd and 24th Battalions were given the 

responsibilities for manning the dangerous Lone Pine positions, this the battalions did by rotating 

every 24 hours, a routine that continued until the evacuation. 

 

However Lieutenant Kensett only lasted on the peninsula until late October when he reported to the 

6th Field Ambulance, here he was diagnosed as suffering from Otorrhea (a discharge from the ear).  

Walter was admitted to No 1 AGH at Heliopolis on 15 November, here they recorded that Walter 

had regularly suffered attacks of tonsillitis and that over the years had suffered otitis (inflammation 

of the ear and ear canal, these attacks causing deafness at various times.   

 

His recovery (this time) was all but complete by the time he arrived at Heliopolis, Walter only spent 

five days at the 1 AGH before being discharged to a base depot.  Walter didn’t return to the 

Gallipoli peninsula, it appears he remained that at one of the Cairo Garrison’s and that in January 

1916 he was appointed as the camp adjutant and was possibly given the role of APM (Assistant 

Provost Marshal) for the camp [not verified]. 

 

In late March/early April 1916 the AIF formed its own Police Force, which became the Anzac 

Provost [Police] Corps.  The training of the bulk of the corps occurred at Abbassia on the outskirts 

of Cairo, the strength of the corps was intended to be 21 officers and 589 men.  The formal date for 

most joining the corps at that time was 3 April 1916.   

 

Not surprisingly Walter Kensett was seconded from the 24th Battalion to join the new corps.  

Captain E.V.E. Neill, also from the 24th was given temporary command of the corps at that time.  

The other officers at that time were:- 

   Captain G.L.  McCallum 

        “  R.P.   Barbour     (Medical Officer) 

    and  Lieutenant's W.F.  Kensett 

        “  M.L.  Jarvie 

        “  A.F.   Jordan 

        “  J.        Rogers, VC. 

        “  R.K.   Howard 

        “  H.F.    Harlock 

        “   G.       Ward 

        “   R.A.    Adams 

        “  A.T.    Watts 

 

It should be noted that Lieutenant James Rogers only served with the corps in Egypt for a short 

time, he was part of the initial selection panel with Captain Neill that helped screen the volunteers 

for their suitability. 



Australian detectives were also utilised in the selection of men, although such were the times that 

checking of details back in Australia was all near impossible and the soldier’s claims were rarely 

challenged, indeed Lieutenant Kensett is testament to that.   M.L. Jarvie would take over the reigns 

as APM for the 4th Division after Kensett. 

 

Lieutenant Kensett appears to have also had the adjutants’ role for a short time at Abbassia, he was 

one of those sent to France in early June 1916 as Australian troop numbers on the Western Front 

began to rapidly.  It would appear that he was probably working under the Major A.B. Brown, the 

APM, 2nd Division, as his TCO (Traffic Control Officer), one of the tasks of the TCO was to be the 

APM’s understudy, and indeed later their title officially became APM Learner. 

 

Walter’s promotion to the role of APM came a lot earlier than 

anyone would have anticipated.  The original APM for the 4th 

Division was Captain Prideaux-Brune, an ex British naval 

officer, he had been serving in the Australian Light Horse for 

several months before becoming APM.  By mid July 1916 he 

was showing little interest in his APM role or in returning to the 

Light Horse, indeed stated he was keen to join the British Army.  

 

As a result of Prideaux-Brunes’ reluctance to act 

as an APM, on 18 July 1916 the GOC (General 

Officer Commanding) of the 2nd Division offered Lieutenant 

Kensett’s service to act as the APM for the 4th Division (no 

doubt after discussions with senior staff within the Provost 

Corps).  Major General Cox from the 4th Australian Division 

stated that he wanted a few days to assess Kensett’s suitability 

for the APM role before recommending his permanent 

appointment.  On 22 July 1916 Lieutenant Walter Kensett was 

formally appointed the APM for the 4th Australian Division. The 

photo to the left shows Kensett (seated) with his then TCO, 

Lieutenant R. Penna. 

 

Walter received his formal promotion to captain on 1 September 

1916, around this time he was also formally transferred to the APPC (Anzac Provost Police Corps).  

Captain Kensett would remain the APM for the 4th Division for the entire time that he served on the 

Western Front. 

 

On Christmas Eve 1916 Walter was evacuated back to a hospital at Amiens, where he spent a week 

recuperating from the flu.  For the first half of 1917 Walter remained in good health. 

 

On 9 April 1917 Captain Kensett received ‘special mention’ in one of Sir Douglas Haig’s 

despatches.  Kensett’s mention was as follows;  

 

    CAPTAIN  W.F.  KENSETT 

 Has carried out his duties in a most efficient manner and to my entire satisfaction. 

 

That mention had been submitted by the GOC (General Officer Commanding) of the 4 th Australian 

Division, Major General Cox (?). 

 

 



It was ultimately Walter’s health that would force 

him away from the front line.  On 19 September 

1917 Walter was admitted to a casualty clearing 

station once again suffering tonsillitis.  Without 

any marked improvement during treatment in 

France, on ____ Walter was transferred back to 

England, where he was admitted to the 3rd London 

General Hospital at Wandsworth.  

 

Captain Walter Kensett was medically assessed as 

being unfit while at Wandsworth, due to his 

chronic tonsillitis and hi recurring ear troubles.  On 

1 November 1917 Walter was given a passage 

back to Australia aboard the Anchises. 

 

Walter Kensett’s appointment in the AIF was terminated at Melbourne on 17 January 1918.  Walter 

returned to journalism after the war and ended up back in his country of birth in the early 1920’s, 

the following article from that time gives a description of part of his time in New Zealand. 

 

 

Paper Office Romance Between Reporter and Secretary 

 

“DOMINION” DIRECTOR’S DAUGHTER 

 

(From “NZ Truth’s” Special Wellington Representative) 

 

An echo of a romance that had its origin in the dim corridors of the old “Dominion” newspaper 

office in the days when the young and charming daughter of the managing director was her father’s 

secretary, was heard in the Wellington Supreme Court recently, when Beryl Westwood Kelly 

secured her matrimonial freedom from Michael Aloysius Kelly, on the ground of mutual agreement 

to separate. 

 

Though it was announced on August 5, 1925, in the Wellington dailies, that Beryl and Michael had 

been married in the previous month in Vancouver, few people, outside the immediate family circle 

of both parties, are aware that the couple were married originally on April 14, 1925, at Woodville, 

New Zealand. 

 

Only daughter of Charles Earle, of “The Dominion,” Beryl, in the capacity of private secretary to 

her father, first met Michael Kelly when he was chief parliamentary reporter for the paper in the 

Press Gallery. 

 

Tall, energetic, and thirteen years the girl’s senior, he being 38 and Beryl 25, Michael, though 

generally believed to be an Australian, was born in Dunedin.  His father, Henry Edward Kelly, was 

a literary reviewist, and the late Mrs Kelly was a Miss Monahan. 

 

The romance developed in the atmosphere of ink and newsprint, and then suddenly the people of 

Wellington received the announcement that Miss Beryl Earle was going to Canada. 

 

No engagement between herself and Michael had been announced and no significance was attached 

to the fact that the chief parliamentary reporter, Mr Kelly, resigned his job a few months after 

Beryl’s departure, and he also sailed for Vancouver. 

 



The first news of the wedding was received in an intimation in the social gossip column of the 

dailies, when it was stated that the pair had been married in July 8, 1925, at Vancouver.  The bride, 

it was stated, had gone to Vancouver from Los Angeles for her marriage, and her bridesmaid was 

Miss M. Busch, an old school friend. 

 

Among other things, the item of gossip contained the announcement that the bridegroom’s gift to 

the bride was a Hudson super-six coupe.  His war record was given as private, serving from 1914 

and seeing service in Egypt, Gallipoli, and France.  Michael is said to have been twice wounded, a 

member of the Army of Occupation, and to have received the rank of major, attached to the 

headquarters staff. 

 

The gossips were given something to talk about when, eighteen months or two years ago, Michael’s 

bride returned to the Dominion alone, and her name began to appear in social news as Miss Beryl 

Earle. 

 

As a talented amateur theatrical artist, the girl became associated with the Wellington Players as 

one of their leading lights, and is to-day a favourite with the public.  Her last appearance was in 

“The Tinder Box”. 

According to the petite Mrs Kelly’s story to Mr Justice Ostler a few days ago, the couple were 

married at Woodville, New Zealand on April 14, 1925.  Later they went to live in Vancouver. 

The copy of the marriage certificate produced in court discloses that Michael Aloysius Kelly and 

Beryl Westwood Earle were married in the Registrar’s office, Woodville on April 14, 1925, by the 

Registrar, Mr W.P. Smith, in the presence of James Foster Wilcox and Leonard Albert Wells, 

telegraphists of Woodville. 

 

Kelly is described as a bachelor, and journalist, by occupation, and his wife a spinster, engaged in 

domestic duties. 

 

“Owing to differences which arose between us in our married life we agreed to separate,” said Mrs 

Kelly. 

 

A legal agreement to this effect was entered into between Michael and his wife on September 24, 

1926. 

 

Replying to her counsel, Mr E. Parry, Mrs Kelly said that neither she nor her husband had ever 

intended to make their home abroad, and certainly not in Canada.  At the time of her separation she 

was with her mother and intended to return to New Zealand. 

 

Her husband had expressed his intention of returning to the Dominion and obtaining a position on 

one of the newspapers. 

 

Mrs Katharine Earle gave evidence that she was in Canada in September, 1926.  Her daughter had 

not lived with her husband from the date of the separation agreement.  Questioned as to whether 

she knew if Michael Kelly intended to live permanently in Canada, Mrs Earle declared that as far 

as she was aware her daughter’s husband had expressed his determination to return to New 

Zealand. 

 

She had taken a message to him when she went to Canada, telling him that there would be a 

vacancy in Auckland on the “Sun.” 

 

His Honor (to counsel): You will have to prove his domicile at the time you presented your petition.  

(To Mrs Earle): You don’t know whether he intends to return now?   Mrs Earle: No. 



The Judge: That was his fixed intention when he went over there, and so far as you know it has 

never been altered? – No. 

 

Counsel (tendering a document to his Honor): I don’t know whether this would be of any use, but it 

is an admission by him that his domicile is in New Zealand. 

 

His Honor (after perusing document): That makes it very doubtful what was his domicile at the time 

the divorce proceedings were started. 

 

The Judge intimated that he was prepared to act on the evidence submitted to him, and remarked 

that Kelly had been served with the papers.  He granted a decree nisi, to be made absolute in three 

months. 

 

Subsequently Mr Parry raised the point again with respect to domicile, and was able to satisfy his 

Honor upon the point he had queried. 

 

 

 

CAPTAIN Warwick COLDHAM-FUSSELL                 (see 1st Div MMP) 
 

Lieutenant Fussell only served briefly with the 4th Division as TCO, arriving at the division on 22 

September 1916.  Fussell was transferred to the role as TCO with the 1st Division only five days 

later, he took over the role from Lieutenant McLennan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIEUTENANT Kenneth Ford McLENNAN 

 

Kenneth McLennan was 29 years of age when he applied for a commission in the AIF on 15 March 

1915.  McLennan hailed from Brisbane and had spent some 15 months with the 15th Light Horse 

(militia) in Queensland; as well he had spent time in the school cadets in his early years.  Ken was 

still single when he enlisted. 

 

Granted a commission, 2nd Lieutenant McLennan sailed with A Squadron in the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment, the regiment departed from Brisbane aboard the troopship Medic on 2 June 1915.  Upon 

its arrival in Egypt it was decided to temporarily split the regiment to help re-enforce the light horse 

regiments already serving on Anzac Cove, A Squadron 11th Light Horse Regiment for the time 

being became D Squadron in the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  

 

The photo below is almost undoubtedly Kenneth and is simply misspelt, the photo is from The 

Queenslander dated July 1915, and it shows some of the officers from the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment prior to embarkation. 



 

That is confirmed on McLennan’s file which shows he was transferred to the 2nd Light Horse 

Regiment on 31 August 1915.  McLennan then remained on the Gallipoli peninsula until the final 

evacuation, his file shows his squadron returning to Alexandria on 26 December. 

 

Mac (as he was known to his fellow officers) remained posted to the 2nd Light Horse up until 25 

Februray1916, when the 11th Light Horse Regiment was re-established at Heliopolis.  A week later 

McLennan’s promotion to lieutenant was confirmed (from 2nd Lieutenant). 

 

At some stage shortly thereafter, McLennan was attached for duty with the Cairo Town Piquet, 

presumably he had his own squadron (A Squadron) or at least a portion of it for duty with the 

piquet.  Upon his return from duty in Cairo on 10 May the 11th Regiment was camped at Tel-el-

Kebir, upon re-joining the regiment he was transferred from A Squadron to C Squadron.  

 

McLennan must have performed well with the Cairo Piquet, only four days after his return to his 

regiment he was seconded to the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  Mac appears to have been 

sent to Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo; here the new corps had established a training camp to 

teach the men about their upcoming roles as military policemen.  In late June Mac was briefly 

admitted to hospital suffering mouth ulcers.  

Lieutenant McLennan was 

part of the contingent sent to 

England aboard the Tunisian 

(shown right) on 3 August 

1916.  This group of officers 

and men helped set up the 

presence of Australian 

Military Police at Bhurtpore 

barracks at Tidworth, this 

was a logical location for the 

military policemen as the 

training camps on the  

Salisbury Plains started to 

swell with Australian troops.  

 

A large detachment of Australian Garrison Military Police was still based at London (and would 

remain so); these men were more akin to the camp and depot police in Australia.  Tidworth would 

now also become the focal point for military police activities and training for the corps in the U.K., 

by late in the war there was little difference between the men posted at Tidworth or London. 

 



It was only a little over a month after his arrival in England that McLennan was 

earmarked to take up duty with a Divisional MMP unit in France.  McLennan was 

attached to the 4th Division’s MMP, he joined the unit on 19 September 1916, several of the men 

who had trained at Abbassia and had moved to Tidworth also joined the 4th Division MMP at that 

time. 

 

McLennan was posted as the APM Learner for the 4th Division; he would have also performed the 

duties of being the TCO (Traffic Control Officer) this duty he appears to have shared with 

Lieutenant Slack at certain times. McLennan’s APM at that time was Captain Walter Kensett. 

 

On 1 January 1917 Lieutenant McLennan was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps 

from the 11th Light Horse Regiment.  On 12 February McLennan for transferred for duty with the 

1st ANZAC Headquarters MMP; he remained there until mid-March 1917, when he was detached 

for duty with the APM at Le Havre.  (1st ANZAC Headquarters MMP detachment also acted as a 

distribution point for military policemen and officers coming and going to the various Divisions’ 

MMP units) 

 

Mac remained at Le Havre until early May, on 3 May he returned for a Court Martial (to give 

evidence?) at the front with the 4th Division.  McLennan then remained with the 4th Division as 

acting APM. 

 

Lieutenant McLennan remained with the 4th Division until 19 May when he was detached to Albert 

(as APM?).  Towards the end of May Mac became entitled to leave in the U.K. and upon 

completion of his leave he was to remain in England, marching into Tidworth, not return to France.  

 

On 1 June 1917 McLennan was appointed as APM at Codford, he held this role until the end of 

November.  The Codford detachment numbered some twenty five men. 

 



 
 

Towards the end of November 1917 it appears that Mac chose to return to a Light Horse unit, he 

was sent to the depot at Le Havre (back in France) and on 30 November 1917 was taken on strength 

by the 2ndAnzac Mounted Regiment from the Anzac Provost Corps.  The 2nd ANZAC Mounted 

Regiment consisted of three squadrons from the 4th Light Horse Regiment and a squadron of the 

Otago Mounted Rifles. 

 

McLennan would only spend a few weeks with the 2nd Anzac Mounted Regiment; on 19 December 

he was admitted to a hospital suffering from an attack of mumps.  It was not until 18 January 1918 

that Mac was transferred to a depot, ready to resume duty. 

 

Lieutenant McLennan organised for his discharge from the AIF in order to take up a commission as 

a sub-lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in the U.K.  McLennan’s commission in the 

AIF was terminated on 21 January 1918; presumably he immediately took up duties with the Royal 

Navy. 

 

As a result of leaving the AIF, no details of his naval service are recorded on his file, he did return 

to Brisbane to live after the war.  McLennan’s widow, May would claim his Gallipoli Medallion in 

1967. 
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LIEUTENANT Reuben Pearce PENNA 
 

Reuben Penna was a Victorian Mounted 

Policeman prior to enlisting; he had also had 

nearly 5 years (both militia and regular) 

military service.  Penna had been a butcher 

prior to joining the police force in April 

1911, initially he had served at Cobram and 

then Wonthaggi, before joining the mounted 

police in January 1914. 

 

Enlisting on 7 August 1914 Penna initially 

served as a driver with an artillery 

ammunition column. 

 

Once in Egypt in March 1915 Reuben was 

promoted to sergeant and transferred to the 

1st Infantry Brigade HQ as a MMP.  Serving 

on Gallipoli from the landing, on 6 July 1915 

Penna was transferred to the 1st Division 

Headquarters, remaining a MMP.  Sergeant 

Penna remained with the 1st Division for just 

less than two months.  For his actions he was 

mentioned in despatch;  

 

Has served with the Military Mounted Police with the 1st Infantry brigade and with Divisional 

Headquarters from the 25th April, and has proved himself on all occasions a cool and gallant 

soldier as well as a most efficient assistant to the A.P.M.   He has done yeoman service under the 

extremely trying conditions of the beach under shell fire whilst his gallant bearing and coolness 

have set an invaluable example particularly in landing troops and conducting them to their 

destination at all times of the day and night. 

 

In early September 1915 Reuben was transferred from 

1st Division HQ to the 2nd Division HQ, which at this 

stage where still in Egypt.  Penna was sent back to 

Egypt to join his new unit.  On 17 September he was 

promoted to RQMS.  Penna was recommended for the 

Medaille Militaire for his service on Gallipoli, this 

appears to have been downgraded to a mention in 

despatch, his amended citation read:-  

 

For highly meritorious service with the Military 

Police of the 1st Australian Division, and later as 

RQMS of the 2nd Division.  He has at all times 

displayed coolness under fire and has shown an 

excellent example of energy and reliability.  

 

Penna was promoted to Lieutenant in January 1916; 

he was formally taken on strength by the 12th 

Battalion on 20 February.  However it appears that 

Penna was seconded for duty as APM for the 2nd 



Division at least for a time.  Penna took over the role when Captain John Williams, the original 

APM, was promoted and was earmarked to take charge of the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps.   

 

It is unclear as to how long Penna spent as acting APM, in August 1916 he was transferred to the 

22nd Battalion.  Although formally being with the 22nd Battalion, Penna was at times utilised as a 

Traffic Control Officer (TCO), he was carrying out that role at the time of the photo being taken 

(left). (after a short time Penna was most probably seconded for fulltime duty as TCO; not verified) 

 

The photo (right) shows Lieutenant Penna, standing behind 

Captain W Kensett in February 1917.  The pair have been 

taken from a group photo of officers described as being the 

‘provost marshals of the I Anzac Corps’.  Kensett at the time 

was APM for the 4th Australian Division.  

 

Lieutenant Penna was described as being the 

APM Learner for the 4th Division, presumably 

traffic duties were also Penna’s responsibilities.  In August 

1918 he briefly commanded a detachment of MMP that were 

attached to Liaison Force, a force combining the 13 Australian 

Infantry Brigade and the 131st American Regiment. On 7 

November 1918 Lieutenant Penna was formally transferred 

from the 22nd Battalion, back to the Australian Provost Corps.  

Promoted to Captain, Penna then took command of the 

Australian Corps Field Punishment Compound. 

 

Penna was once again mentioned in despatch, this time on 1 

October 1918, the recommendation for his earlier traffic 

control duties, his mention read;  

 

Gallantry under shell fire at Bailleul and Corbie 1918 in 

saving lives and property of civilians under enemy bombardment of those places. 

 

Penna remained in France up until May 1919, on 25 May he returned to the U.K., reporting to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth for duty.  Reuben remained at Tidworth for the remainder of 1919, 

during his last few months he organised to go into business in England with a fellow officer, he was 

discharged at London on 3 January 1920. 

 

It is unclear as to how long Reuben remained in the U.K, by 

January 1922 Penna had been re-instated into the Victorian 

Police force, by now he was married (to Florence) with two 

children.  Reuben took charge of the station at Redesdale.  In 

November 1923 he was ordered to Melbourne for “strike 

duty”, as many of the city members of the police force went 

out on strike. 

 

On 24 November 1923 he alighted from a tram in St Kilda 

Road, in front of the police (?) hospital. The tram continued on, 

but apparently Reuben did not see another tram travelling in 

the opposite direction and he was struck down by that second 

tram, he died shortly after as a result of those injuries. 

 

 



LIEUTENANT James SLACK  
 

James Slack was born at Manchester in the Lancashire county of England. Slack’s file doesn’t 

indicate when he came to Australia, but it appears he spent most of his adult life as a career soldier, 

most of that time was serving with the artillery; he had in fact only just retired from the army before 

the outbreak of war. 

 

Slack was just over 40 years of age when he re-enlisted on 16 October 1915, James’ wife would 

give an address of Queens Road, South Guilford in Western Australia.  Given a new regimental 

number of 7950, Slack joined up as a gunner, but was quickly promoted. 

 

Only two days after being back in uniform Slack was appointed Battery Sergeant Major with the 

16th Battery of the 6th Field Artillery Brigade. On 31 October James was transferred to the 

Headquarters of the Brigade and was promoted to the rank of warrant officer.   

 

By the time he left Australia Slack was the Brigade Sergeant Major, his unit sailed aboard the 

Persic on 22 November 1915.  The Persic arrived in Egypt a few days before Christmas.  On 22 

December the Brigade moved by rail to the Aerodrome Camp on the outskirts of Cairo.  On 

Christmas Eve the unit’s horses and the 4 officers and 100 men that had cared for them during their 

voyage arrived, the horses had sailed from Australia aboard the ship Botanist. 

 

On 26th December the Brigade route marched to the Tura Camp, some 16 miles away.  In mid-

March the Brigade entrained to Tel-el-Kebir to remain with the 2nd Division.  It was on 16 March 

that Warrant Officer Slack was transferred to the newly formed 5th Divisional Artillery which was 

also at Tel- el-Kebir; he was now taken on strength of the 12th Field Artillery Brigade and was 

posted to its Brigade Headquarters. 

 

On 26 April 1916 Warrant Officer Slack was transferred to the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  

On 9 May Slack was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant, he most joined the corps at Abbassia, where the 

bulk of the military policemen were carrying out their training. 

 

Lieutenant Slack was part of a large contingent of the corps that was sent to England aboard the 

Tunisian on 3 August 1916.  The contingent had the bulk of the men who had completed their 

training at Abbassia, these men were heading for Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, this would 

become the focal point for the Australian Military Police in the U.K. and also for those coming and 

going to the Western Front. 

 

On 24 September 1916 Lieutenant Slack was posted to France.  On 27 September 

Slack was attached the 4th Division taking on the role as TCO (Traffic Control 

Officer), Slack’s APM at that time was Captain Walter Kensett.  The role of TCO was not an easy 

one; it was the TCO who was expected to actively supervise the MMP and at times played an active 

part in traffic control. 

 

Major William Smith was the head of the corps in France; he had the say so on who served where in 

France and Belgium.  After only a few months Smith suggested that Lieutenant Slack was in fact 

too old for the TCO role (Slack was now 42 years of age), he requested that Slack be replaced and 

sent back to England for a less strenuous role.  The following memo’s from Slack’s file show 

Smith’s concerns;  



 



As a result of Smith’s recommendation, Lieutenant Slack was transferred back to England and was 

ordered to report to Administrative Headquarters, pending a return to Australia due to his age.  No 

mention or option seems to have been given for Slack to remain in the U.K. on duty.   

 

On 8 April 1917 Slack boarded the Barambah and began his return voyage to Australia.  Slack’s 

return was officially recorded as ‘Unsuitable owing to Age’ not withstanding that many of the 

officers of the AIF would have been well over 45 years of age, perhaps Slack was weary of being in 

uniform and his performance not quite up to scratch for the Provost Corps?     

 

2nd Lieutenant Slack’s appointment in the AIF was terminated back in Western Australia on 5 July 

1917.  Shortly after his return to Australia his brother, Dan, still living in Manchester in the U.K., 

made an enquiry with the Army as to whether his brother had arrived safely, as he had not heard 

from him. 

 

 

37 TROOPER William ASH 
 

William Ash was born at Brighton in the UK, as well as being a dental assistant William also stated 

he had eight years of fulltime service with the Queens Lancers, as well as a further four years 

militia service. William moved to Australia and was working in Melbourne when he fronted to 

enlist at the outbreak of war on 18 August 1914. 

 

Initially William was allotted to the 2nd Field Ambulance, the 2nd Field Ambulance sailed from 

Australia aboard the Wiltshire on 20 October 1914, the embarkation shows William holding the 

rank of driver. Private Ash served on Gallipoli with his unit, the bulk of the unit initially remained 

on-board the troopship Mashobra converted into a hospital ship. Three officers and 113 men landed 

on the peninsula to establish a Dressing Station and act as stretcher bearers. The AWM photo below 

shows some of the officers of the unit watching the landing from the deck of the Mashobra. 

 

 

Over the next few days over 400 patients were evacuated back to the Mashobra. The men on the 

peninsula established a Dressing Station at Brighton Beach. Early May saw the Mashobra back at 

Alexandria. A week later the unit again sailed for Anzac. On 19 May part of the unit landed on 

Lemnos. 



 

In early August the detachment on the peninsula established a Dressing Station at the head of 

Bridges Road. In early September the unit was sent back to Mudros, where the unit established 

itself at Camp Sarpi. The unit remained at Sarpi (shown below) throughout October 1915.  

 

 

In mid-November the 2nd Field Ambulance was due to return to the peninsula, however this order 

was cancelled at the last moment and the unit moved to a site recently vacated by the 6 th Battalion 

(still at Sarpi). The 2nd Field Ambulance saw out the remainder of the Gallipoli campaign on 

Mudros West. 

 

On 25 November 1915 William was transferred back to Maadi in Egypt, he remained at Maadi up 

until mid-January 1916 when he rejoined the 2nd Field Ambulance at its Tel-el-Kebir camp. In late 

March the 2nd Field Ambulance moved to France to prepare for service on the Western Front. 

 

William opted to join the MMP Detachment of the 4th Division on 16 September 1916. Less than a 

week later he was in trouble for ‘allowing his horse to stray from the authorised pathway thereby 

damaging the duckboards.’ Trooper Ash was found guilty and received 3 days punishment (C.C?) 

 

In early October 1916 William suffered a sprained left ankle, he was on duty at the time. His injury 

was serious enough to see him evacuated to England on 8 November. In England he received 

treatment at the 1st Southern General Hospital. On 4 December he was transferred to the 2nd 

Australian Hospital (Southall). 

 

William returned to duty at No 4 Command Depot at Wareham on 7 December. Interestingly 

William was then sent to a AMC Training Depot (medical corps), it was a further two weeks before 

he rejoined the Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

William was sent back to France, but it was not until 29 March that he resumed duty as a MMP, he 

did so with 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP detachment. On 19 March 1917 William was temporarily 

attached for duty with the APM at Albert.  

 



 

It was while on traffic control duty at Albert on 8 July that William was accidentally injured. 

William’s file doesn’t reveal how he was injured, only that he suffered a ‘contusion to his chest’, 

his file does confirm that the injury was accidental and that William was not to blame.  

 

William spent about a week away from his unit at the 7th field Ambulance. Upon returning to duty 

with the 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP detachment (which was the normal protocol) and then 

shortly after, on 2 August 1917, he was detached for duty with the 2nd Division’s MMP.  

 

Apparently William began to tire of his MMP role, on 21 November 1917 he opted to transfer back 

to the 2nd Field Ambulance, marching initially into the 1st Anzac Reinforcements Camp. On 24 

November William rejoined the 2nd Field Ambulance ‘in the field.’  

 

William remained with the 2nd Field Ambulance for the remainder of the war. He suffered from 

several bouts of ill-health (neurasthenia) in hospital during 1918 and on two occasions ran afoul of 

his CO (Commanding Officer). On the first occasion in April 1918 he was charged with ‘Conduct 

to the Prejudice of good order and Military Discipline’ when he missed a parade. On the second 

occasion in June 1918 ‘Using insolent and insubordinate language to an NCO’ and a few days later 

was found guilty of tampering with his pay book. 

 

William was now shown as being a driver with the field ambulance. On 13 October 1918 William 

returned to England in order to take ‘Special Leave’ to Australia because of his early enlistment. On 

23 October he was aboard a troopship heading for Australia. William Ash arrived back in 

Melbourne on 23 December 1918, he was discharged from the AIF on 21 February 1919.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5455  CORPORAL Leighton William BENSON 

 
Leighton Benson (standing) hailed from Adelong in 

southern New South Wales, he described himself as a 

traveller (hotel broker) prior to enlisting.  Leighton was 

only a little over 19 years of age when he enlisted on 12 

September 1915, he stated that he was a single man and 

that he had seen a few months service with the 11th 

Light Horse (militia).   

 

Gunner Benson sailed as part of the 11th re-

enforcements for the 1st Field Artillery Brigade, his 

draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the Nestor on 11 

October 1915.  Upon his arrival in Egypt he was sent to 

a Suez camp.  Leighton remained with the artillery in 

Egypt, in early June 1916 his unit transferred to the 

Western Front.  

 

Less than a week after his arrival in 

France Leighton transferred to the 4th 

Divisional MMP, he was also promoted to corporal in 

his new role as a military policeman.  Corporal Benson 

served with the 4th Division up until February 1917.  

On 1 March 1917 Leighton was posted to the 1st Anzac 

Headquarters MMP Detachment, he remained posted to 

that unit for two months. 

 

On 4 May Leighton was detached for duty with the 5th Division’s MMP; he would remain with the 

5th Division for nearly a year.  In early January 1918 he was sent on a two weeks refresher training 

at an Army School of Instruction (still in France). 

 

On 21 April 1918 Corporal Benson was posted to the Corps Headquarters MMP Detachment (I and 

II ANZAC Corps Headquarters had combined), here he spent another two months.  In early June 

Leighton was detached to the 1st Division; it is unclear why he changed units so frequently, 

generally if MMP were happy with their unit on the Western Front they could remain with the one 

division. 

 

In mid-September 1918 Leighton became eligible for leave to England.  Shortly after his return to 

his unit Leighton was formally reduced back to the rank of trooper, unusually that reduction was 

authorised by General Birdwood himself, presumably the recommendation was made by a senior 

provost officer, although no notations are on his file. 

 

Benson’s reduction was not permanent, after the armistice he was sent on several detachments and 

by February 1919 he was once again holding the rank of corporal.  Corporal Benson remained in 

France (Belgium?) for much of 1919.In mid-October Leighton was transferred back to the U.K. for 

duty, however on 25 October 1919 he briefly returned to France (?) to marry 21 year old Marguerite 

Geeraerts, the pair marrying in a simple ceremony at a hotel in Montigny-Sur-Sambre.  Leighton 

then returned to England for duty. 

 

In February 1920 Benson was granted indefinite leave, allowing him to remain in Europe, it is not 

clear if he and Marguerite lived in the U.K. or in France or Belgium during this time.  On 22 June 



1920 the couple were given berths to Australia aboard the Bahio Castillo, Leighton Benson was 

finally discharged from the AIF on 21 August 1920. 

 

 

 

3250    CORPORAL William George BOOLER 

 
William Booler described himself as being a musician (not a physician as shown on some portions 

of his file), when he enlisted in August 1915, a married man, he and his wife Ruby had two 

children.  William was 25 years of age, hailing from 

Stanmore in Sydney; he stated that he had two years 

service with the 2nd Infantry Regiment (militia). 

 

Private Booler was initially allotted to the 4th re-

enforcements for the 13th Battalion, William’s draft 

sailed for Egypt aboard the Euripides in November 

1915.  Shortly after their arrival at a training depot at 

Zeitoun, William’s draft was re-allotted to the 11th re-

enforcements for the 2nd Battalion.  With the expansion 

of the AIF William was once again re-allotted, now 

becoming part of the newly forming 53rd Battalion. 

 

However in early April 1916 William volunteered to 

join the Anzac Provost Corps, he joined several hundred 

other volunteers at a provost training camp at Abbassia, 

on the outskirts of Cairo.  William successfully 

completed his military police training and was part of a 

large contingent of men that were sent to England on 3 

August 1916.  These men took up duties at Bhurtpore 

Barracks at Tidworth; Tidworth would now become the 

focal point for the Australian military police in the U.K.  

 

As well as Tidworth the Australian military police also 

had a large detachment in London.  William remained 

posted to Tidworth for the next few months.  

  

 

In mid-December 1916 William was sent to France to join one of the divisional MMP 

detachments.  It was not until 19 January 1917 that William actually joined the 4th 

Divisional MMP, the MMP were part of Divisional Headquarters. 

 

William remained with the 4th Division throughout 1917.  On 6 March 1918 William drew the 

wrath of his APM, Major M. Jarvie when he was charged for;  

 

(I)  Out of Billet after 9 pm, 

(II)   Giving a false name, 

(III) Galloping a horse on metalled road on 5/3/18. 

Major Jarvie would have viewed William’s actions dimly, he expected his men to help enforce such 

regulations, not to break or to flaunt them.  For his actions Trooper Booler was awarded 14 days 

F.P.  (Field Punishment No 2). 

 



This was William’s only blemish on his file while serving overseas; he continued to serve with the 

4th Division’s MMP throughout the remainder of 1918.  Even with the declaration of peace in 

November William remained in France. 

 

It was not until early February 1919 that William returned to England.  In mid-February William 

received his promotion to corporal (Extra-Regimental 2nd Corporal).  William spent 1919 as a 

‘typical military policeman’ in the U.K.; he spent several months at Tidworth, before being granted 

a period of three months NME (non-military employment).  William then also spent time at London 

and as staff at the Lewes Detention Barracks.  

 

 
 

Finally in mid-March 1920 William was given a 

berth aboard the Ceramic (shown above and right) 

to return to Australia, also onboard the ship would 

have been numerous wives, fiancés and children of 

Australian soldiers returning home.  After a week 

into the voyage William had to be admitted to the 

ship’s hospital ward and this probably led to him 

being offloaded at Colombo mid voyage.  Upon 

William’s recovery he was retained at Colombo as 

part of the Australian Provost Corps Detachment 

there (Colombo was having trouble with returning 

Aussie troops ‘playing up’).  

 

William resumed his return to Australia aboard the same vessel, the Ceramic (unclear if the 

Ceramic was on the same voyage or a later one).  Plagued once again by ill-health William had to 

be offloaded at Adelaide, he was reported as suffering from pneumonia.  Upon his recovery he was 

probably entrained back to his state of enlistment, New South Wales, William Booler was 

discharged from the AIF on 4 August 1920.   

 

 

 

 



126   CORPORAL Albert Raymond BOUCHER 

 

Albert Boucher was born and bred in the Bairnsdale district of Victoria; he was 24 years of age and 

described himself as a labourer when he enlisted on 16 December 1914.  Albert listed a married 

sister, Louisa Rowe as his next-of-kin, she would provide some unique addresses as she and her 

husband moved around South Australia as lighthouse keepers during the war years. 

 

Albert would spend a little over three months in a Victorian Depot before being allotted for service 

with the AIF (overseas).  On 29 March 1915 Trooper Boucher was allotted to the recently formed 

13th Light Horse Regiment. The 13th Light Horse had begun forming at the Broadmeadows Camp, a 

few miles north of Melbourne, in early March 1915. 

 

Major Edgar Langley, DSO, was the regiment’s 2nd in Charge, he closely scrutinized the new 

recruits as they joined the regiment.  The regiment drew men from all over Victoria, with a few 

New South Welshmen from the south of that state also joining their numbers. 

 

The regiment (with horses) sailed for the 

Middle East aboard the Persic on 28 May, 

prior to boarding the regiment paraded through 

the streets of Melbourne.  Unfortunately for the 

men the voyage began badly, bad weather 

causing discomfort for both men and mounts. 

 

The Persic docked at Suez on 26 June, but 

didn’t disembark the regiment until the 29th.  

The regiment then traveled by train to 

Abbassia; here they established their first camp.  On 6 July half of the regiment was allowed to visit 

the Pyramids.  

 

On 13 July the regiment moved a short distance to a new camp called No 2 Oasis. Training in the 

desert then began in earnest as the troopers continued to hone their basic soldiering skills, a call up 

to fight at Gallipoli a likely course of action for the regiment.  The call for the regiment to re-

enforce the depleted Light Horse troops on Gallipoli finally came.   

 

The 13th Light Horse Regiment, along with 235 

other units, boarded the Megantic on 4 

September.  The Megantic (shown right) was (in 

pre-war days) part of the White Star Line and 

was a sister ship of the ill-fated Titanic. 

 

On its voyage to Mudros the Megantic also took 

on board survivors from the troopship Southland, 

which had been torpedoed during its voyage. 

The Megantic anchored in Mudros Harbour on 8 

September. 

 

The 13th Light Horse landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 11 September, moving to a bivouac site 

between Rest and Shrapnel Gullies.  On 14 September the regiment became integrated with the 6 th 

Australian Infantry Brigade and took over trenches at Lone Pine.  So began a four-month 

association with Lone Pine. 

 



As the weather deteriorated, sickness took its toll.  On 8 October the CO Colonel Dean was 

evacuated with influenza.  Major Langley took temporarily took command of the regiment.  The 

squadrons rotated two days in the Lone Pine trenches and four days out; this continued almost until 

the evacuation. 

 

On 13 December the regiment left Lone Pine and took 

over Thompson’s Lookout.  On the night of 19 

December the bulk of the regiment moved back to the 

jetty and boarded barges, which took them to the 

battleship HMS Mars. 

 

The Mars (shown left) delivered the regiment to 

Mudros. Here the distribution of Christmas parcels and 

the arrival of Australian mail helped brighten the 

trooper’s spirits.  The regiment spent Christmas and 

New Year on the island of Lemnos. 

 

On 4 January 1916 the regiment boarded the steamer SS Simla and returned to Alexandria, arriving 

four days later, once again having endured a fierce storm during the voyage.  With the re-

organisation of the AIF in early 1916, the 13th Light Horse Regiment underwent several changes of 

identity as they were earmarked for service as corps cavalry on the Western Front.  On 9 February 

Albert was promoted to corporal (acting) only to revert back to lance corporal at the 13 th’s staging 

camp at Tel-el-Kebir in early March. 

 

On 17 March 1916 A Squadron (and a portion of the HQ section?) headed to France, Albert was 

serving with A Squadron; the squadron had now officially become part of the 1st ANZAC Mounted 

Regiment.  At that time A Squadron, 13th Light Horse was serving alongside B Squadron, 4th Light 

Horse Regiment and the Otago Mounted Rifles Squadron. 

 

B and C Squadrons 

remained in Egypt up 

until 1 June when they 

also began their moves to 

the Western front.  The 

photo below comes from 

My Corps Cavalry, A 

history of the 13th Light 

Horse Regiment 1915-

1918 by Doug Hunter.  

The two squadrons 

arrived at Marseilles on 7 

June and began the move 

northwards. 

B and C Squadrons 

arrived at Hazebrouck on 14 June 1916.   The following day the men from both squadrons walked 

their horse to nearby Merris; here the two squadrons joined A Squadron as the regiment came back 

together.  With the arrival of the 13th Light Horse, the 4th Regiments B Squadron and the Otago’s 

were transferred to 2nd ANZAC Corps Mounted Regiment.  The 13th Regiment now formed the 1st 

ANZAC Army Corps Light Horse Regiment.  

 

When the horses regained their fitness and the men settled into service in France, the regiment was 

ordered south to Contay, a village about 10 kilometres west of Pozieres.  From there on 21 June 



several troops from A and C Squadrons were attached to the 1st, 2nd and 4th Divisions for traffic 

control duties.  The remainder of A Squadron was sent to the 2nd Division to act as fighting troops, 

it is unclear as to which duty (traffic or fighting) that Albert was sent on.  

 

On 31 August the 13th Regiment moved north to Flanders, only to return to the Somme about seven 

weeks later.  These moves were from one end of the British Front to the other, a distance of over 

100 kilometres, the moves themselves talking over a week to complete. 

 

On 30 October the 13th Regiment took over from the 15th British Corps Cavalry at Fricourt in the 

Flers sector.  Rain and bitter cold made the ground boggy and conditions were nearly unbearable for 

the troopers and their mounts.  The horses were being further spooked by enemy artillery fire and 

enemy aerial raids. 

 

The presence of cavalry on the Western Front was primarily to exploit any major breakthrough, or 

to cover any major retreats.  In reality the 13th Light Horse found it was utilised in traffic control 

duties, despatch riding, escorting prisoners of war, as well as providing orderlies for the various 

Corps headquarters, not to mention men for numerous work parties as required. 

 

Shortly its arrival in France many of the men had been utilised in helping get off wheat and oats 

crops for the French, no doubt for many men this stirred memories of harvests back home in 

Australia.  The regiment remained in the Somme Valley for the remainder of 1916. 

 

On 28 January 1917 Albert attended the 13th Field Ambulance, suffering from what was described 

as a ‘septic foot.’  The infection was recorded as only being slight, but this still warranted 

evacuation back to England, where he was admitted to the Edmonton Hospital for treatment.  

 

In March 1917 Albert’s return to France was slowed, as he received treatment for a venereal 

affliction.  Towards the end of April Albert was sent on a few days furlo, before resuming duty at a 

depot.  Albert did so at the 13th Light Horse’s Training Depot at Tidworth on 3 May, he remained at 

that depot for just over two months (possibly part of that time was spent at Bhurtpore Barracks).   

 

On 24 July 1917 Albert was formally 

transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, 

its training depot was also located at 

Tidworth, in Bhurtpore Barracks (shown 

right), these barracks were the focal point 

for most Australian military police 

activities in the U.K. Albert may have 

already been assessed for his suitability 

before being formally accepted into the 

provost corps, Albert retained his rank of 

lance corporal. 

 

Lance Corporal Boucher was in fact posted to the London Detachment in July 1917; he would serve 

there for the remainder of 1917.  The London Detachment was in fact deemed to be an AGMP 

detachment (Australian Garrison Military Police); this meant the men posted there may have had a 

lower medical classification than other units, although in reality by this stage of the war there would 

have been little difference. 

 

On 21 January 1918 Lance Corporal Boucher was attached to the 4th Divisional MMP 

in France.  Albert remained with the 4th Division throughout 1918; he appears to have 

remained in reasonable health while serving on the Western Front.  That was despite having been 



gassed and having to attend the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 4 May, Albert remained there for 

two days before returning to his unit. 

 

On 30 September 1918 Albert was mentioned in despatch for ‘his good services with the 4th 

Division from 25 February to 17 September 1918.’  Only four days earlier Albert was promoted to 

corporal (temporary), Albert’s promotion came when Corporal Walter Adkins was promoted to 

sergeant. 

 

In January 1919 Albert was formally recommended for a Meritorious Service Order (MSM) for his 

actions during September 1918. Albert’s citation read as follows;-  

 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty under heavy shell fire.  During the 

period 17th September 1918 until the Division came out of the line on the 20th September 

1918 this N.C.O. did excellent work in a very forward position near Vermand controlling 

and regulating traffic which had become very disorganised owing to heavy shellfire.  His 

fine example of coolness and devotion to duty set a splendid example to his comrades.   

The very efficient manner in which he has carried out all his provost duties allotted 

him, has been of the highest order.  

 

Rather than being awarded an MSM Albert received the Military Medal, a more fitting award for 

direct actions in the field. 

 

On 1 February 1919 Albert was transferred back to England, where he awaited allocation to a 

troopship back to Australia.  Like many military police he was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth while he waited for a ship. Albert joined several other ex-4th Division MMP in returning 

to Australia aboard the Zealandic in late March 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3497 TROOPER Ernest Raworth COLLINS 

 
Ernest Collins was born in the Bega district; however 

by late 1915 he was living and working in Western 

Australia.  Ernest was by now 29 years of age and was 

working as a sleeper cutter, he and his wife, Leah, had 

two children. 

 

Ernest enlisted on 2 October 1915, fronting to join up 

at the Blackboy Hill Camp near Perth. In early 

November Private Collins was allotted to the 8th re-

enforcements for the 28th Battalion. Ernest’s draft 

sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship Borda (right), 

departing from Fremantle on 17 January 1916. 

 

Upon their arrival in Egypt the 28th Battalion re-enforcements were sent to No 7 Training Battalion 

at Zeitoun.   On 3 March 1916 Ernest, and presumably many others from his draft, were re-allotted 

to the newly formed 51st Battalion, joining the new battalion at its camp at Tel-el-Kebir.  However 

less than a fortnight later, on 16 March Ernest was transferred to the 4th Pioneer Battalion, his 

previous trade making him a good choice in that role. 

 

Several of the men allotted to the 4th Pioneer Battalion would help form the basis for the 4th 

Divisional Headquarters MMP.  Perhaps this was the path Ernest had intended to take?  However 

on 29 April 1916 he was admitted to a casualty clearing station suffering dysentery and as a result 

was not fit to resume duties until June. 

 

Described as being a ‘miscellaneous re-enforcement’, Ernest resumed training at Tel-el-Kebir.  

Shortly after reaching Tel-el-Kebir Ernest was taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps, he 

was probably then sent to Abbassia were he would have joined the several hundred other men who 

were part way through training to be military policemen. 

 

Trooper Collins sailed with a large contingent of the men who at the completion of their training in 

early August 1916 were sent to England, here they were to man Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, 

this was to become the focal point for the corps operation in the U.K.  Ernest only spent about two 

months at Tidworth before being sent to France. 

 

Ernest joined Troopers’ Donohue, Glew, Hackett, Kennedy, Lawson, Martin, 

Martini, Rainbow, Rowan, Spillar and Wallace in being sent to France.  All of these 

men formally joined the 4th Division’s MMP detachment on 17 October 1916. 

 

 

More to come 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



4189  SERGEANT Thomas Edward EADES 
 

Thomas Eades was born and bred at Hastings in New Zealand prior to 

moving to Australia in 1899 when he was aged 16; upon his arrival in 

Victoria he quickly learnt the differences between venomous and non-

venomous snakes.  Having learnt these skills Tom became quite adept at 

handling the reptiles and soon took to giving public demonstrations in 

different suburbs around Melbourne. While travelling to Tamba Springs 

near Bamba (to replenish their supply of snakes), Tom and a colleague 

stopped at a swamp and while there a group of Hindu hawkers observed 

them, the hawkers referred to Tom as Pambo – the “great snake man”.  

 

Sensing that this mystique could assist him, Tom adopted this title; he dressed in eastern clothes and 

painted his exposed skin brown, and called himself Pambo.  Some of ‘Pambo’s’ favourite show 

places were the St Kilda foreshore and Bourke Street in the city, so realistic was his act that it 

apparently would often fool Indians who witnessed his act. 

 

When he enlisted on 22 July 1915 Tom described himself as being married (he had married  

Florence in 1913), by now he was 30 years old age, quite rightly so, he described himself as a snake 

expert. Tom took his stock to the Melbourne Zoo for safe keeping while he was to be away overseas 

serving.  Tom and Florence had two children, Ralph and Theresa, unfortunately Florence died at 

Box Hill on 11 August 1915, while Tom was still training.  Tom continued to serve, his son Ralph 

now became his next-of-kin, Tom left his children in the care of his late wife’s mother.  

 

Private Thomas Eades carried most of his training at the Ascot Vale camp, initially he was allotted 

to the 11th Battalion and then to the 10th Battalion, but finally sailed as part of the 13th re-

enforcements for the 7th Battalion.  That draft of 150 men sailed from Melbourne on 20 December 

1915.  In a later statement Tom stated that he played the bagpipes in the army, but looking at his file 

no formal verification of that can be made, his claim is probably correct because the Anzac Provost 

Corps did have had a bagpipes band, at least during the first few months of its existence.  Tom is 

probably one of the pipers shown below, the photo is from Abbassia (see paragraph below).   

 

 



Private Eades most probably never joined the 7th Battalion, which by the time Tom arrived in Egypt 

would have returned to a camp in Egypt following the Gallipoli evacuation.  With the call for 

volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps Private Eades stepped forward and despite a lack of active 

service he was accepted.  The nucleus of the Corps formed at a large camp at Abbassia, most of the 

men officially taken on strength on 3 April 1916. 

 

By early August 1916 the bulk of the men were deemed as being appropriately and adequately 

trained to undertake duties as military policemen.  The training had weeded out most of the men 

that were not suited to the role, most returned to their original units to soldier on.  Some of the men 

were sent directly to France to bolster numbers there. 

 

Eades was part of the large 

contingent that was sent to 

England aboard the Tunisian 

(shown right) on 3 August 1916.  

These men were sent to 

Tidworth where the Australian 

Military Police in the U.K. 

would concentrate its duties and 

from now on its training.   

 

 
In early December 1916 a large number of men were sent from Tidworth to take up 

duties in France.  Trooper Eades joined Trooper’s Booler, Martin and Stark in taking 

up duties with the 4th Divisional MMP Detachment.  Tom would remain with the 4th Division MMP 

for the remainder of the war. 

 

Tom remained in reasonable health while on the Western Front; however after his arrival at the 4th 

Division MMP he did have to be admitted to hospital suffering from piles (not an unusual ailment 

for mounted troops).  Towards the end of 1917 and then again in 1918, Tom became eligible for 

two weeks leave in the U.K.   

 

Trooper Eades remained with the 4th 

Division even after the signing of 

the armistice in November 1918.  In 

mid-March Tom was formally 

mentioned in despatch, no formal 

wording of the despatch has been 

seen to date, but Trooper Samuel 

Frost and SSM Wilkinson were 

mentioned in the same despatch.  

 

  

In May 1919 Trooper Eades was 

transferred back to Tidworth where 

he was posted for duty, he in fact 

spent most of 1919 in the U.K.  

Tom appears to have spent most of 

1919 at the Warminster detachment.  

Tom is shown to the left from 1919, 

the other men are also military 

policemen. 



It was not until early December 

1919 that Tom was given a 

passage back to Australia aboard 

the Shropshire (shown right).  

Thomas Eades was formally 

discharged from the AIF on 21 

April 1920.  

 

Upon his return to civilian life 

Tom resumed his interest in 

snakes; his alter ego of Pambo 

appears to have also been 

resurrected (at least to some extent).  In 1921 Tom married Irene Madigan, and by 1924 Tom and 

his second wife had three children, Leslie, John and Raymond.  1924 shows Tom and Irene living in 

Collins Street, Northcote, at that time Tom was described as a manufacturer.  

 

As can be seen from the 

photo left from that year 

Tom was definitely 

involved in his passion for 

snakes, now on staff at the 

Melbourne Zoo.  The 

captioning for the photo 

from the The Argus 

(Melbourne) in December 

1924 states; After a trip to 

the Murray, Mr Thomas 

Eade, the snake expert of 

the Zoolalogical Gardens 

returned with 35 fine 

specimens for the reptile 

house, nearly all of the tiger 

species. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the holiday periods at the Zoo, Tom would give 

demonstrations to the public on the handling of Tiger 

snakes.  It would appear that around 1928 Tom’s focus 

changed, when Dr Neil Hamilton-Fairley (ex-AIF) and Dr 

Charles Kellaway (also ex-AIF) started to employ Tom’s 

services as the pair researched snake venom.  Tom 

collected the snakes, cared for them and milked them. 

 

 



The photo to the left is from the Canberra Times from January 

1929, the photo is captioned; 

 

     “PAMBO” 

Otherwise known as Thomas Eades, Melbourne Zoo snake expert, 

who is catching snakes for Melbourne Hospital to help research 

into snake poisoning. He caught sixty  at Tallangatta recently. 

 

 

The photo to the right comes from The Argus from March 1930, it 

shows Tom’s cat playing with a snake.  In the early 1930’s Tom 

was employed by the Walter and Eliza Hall Institutes as a full-

time assistant to Dr Kellaway.  In 1935 Tom became the keeper of 

reptiles at the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories. 

 

Various sources state that Tom was probably bitten over forty 

times during his career.  Although initially he had a strong 

resistance to tiger snake venom, this gradually tapered off, and 

during the 1930’s he had several bites that required anti-venom 

and saw him placed on the critical list in hospital a number of 

times.  

 

In 1936 Tom applied for copyright on an instructive leaflet he produced, entitled; “First Aid 

Treatment of Snake Bite” (this 3 page leaflet is viewable on-line at the NAA).  Many snakebites and 

regular inhaling of powdered venom led to Tom developing asthma in later life.  Tom was 

eventually forced to wear a mask while working with reptiles and in later years developed a serious 

reaction to snake skin – he died from asthma in Melbourne in 1942. 

 

Footnote:  Thanks to Heather Ford (Frev) for her assistance in preparing this article.  Photos and 

some article details have been sourced through Trove. 

 

   

 

  



3514   SERGEANT James Wilkinson EASTWOOD 

 
Originally from in England, by September 1915 James was working as an accountant on the 

goldfields of Western Australia at Kalgoorlie.  James was 39 years of age when he enlisted on 29 

September 1915, he was married, his wife Louisa apparently remained in Kalgoorlie during her 

husband’s time overseas. 

 

Private Eastwood enlisted and trained at the Blackboy 

Hill Camp in Western Australia.  In early November 

James was allotted to be part of the 8th re-enforcement 

for the 28th Battalion, that draft of men sailed from 

Fremantle aboard the troopship Borda, departing in 

mid-January 1916. 

 

Upon their arrival in Egypt that draft of men continued 

their training at the 7th Training Battalion.  With the 

Gallipoli campaign over Egypt was awash with fresh 

re-enforcements, as well as men now recovered from 

wounds received on Gallipoli.  All the battalions and 

light horse regiments were once again back in Egypt. 

 

On 3 March 1916 James was sent to join the 51st Battalion, the 28th Battalion as originally allotted.  

James joined his new battalion at Tel-el-Kebir, the 51st Battalion being part of the newly forming 

Australian 5th Division.  

 

Towards the end of March James was admitted to hospital, apparently suffering from chemical 

burns (no other details are recorded on his file).  As was normal after being released from hospital 

James was sent to a training battalion, he rejoined the 51st Battalion in late May 1916.  

 

The 51st Battalion sailed for service on the Western Front aboard the Ivernia, departing Alexandria 

on 5 June.  The journey to Marseilles in the south of France generally took a week.  

 

Private Eastwood was wounded by shrapnel on 5 July 1916, he suffered slight wounds 

to the right side of his body, James remained in France receiving his treatment.  Upon 

his recovery James was transferred to work for the APM of the 4th Division, presumably James 

volunteered for this role as a MMP.  The 4th Division’s APM at that time was Captain W. Kensett.  

 

James in fact became Captain Kensett’s batman, it’s unclear as to how long James held that role, or 

if in fact he continued that role with the next APM’s.  Eastwood would remain with the 4 th Division 

well into 1919. 

 

In March 1918 Eastwood’s then APM, Captain Jarvie recognised James’s good service when he 

recommended him for the Meritorious Service Medal (MSM). Eastwood’s citation read;  

   

 The work of this N.C.O. from 22nd Sept 1917 to 24th February, 1918, has been of a 

high standard.  Painstaking, diplomatic and reliable in all clerical duties, he was proved 

himself of utmost value. 

 

Jarvie’s recommendation was confirmed and Eastwood was awarded the MSM.  The 

recommendation seems to indicate that James had continued to work closely with the Division’s 

APM.    



James had probably become the equivalent of the 4th Divisional MMP’s ‘clerical clerk’, duties 

probably included running messages on behalf of the APM, as well as recording the small units 

actions in its war diary.  Unfortunately the 4th Division’s MMP War Diaries are not amongst those 

digitised by the Australian War Memorial.  

 

 

Bit more to come 

  

 

 

 

706   TROOPER Jonathan Seymour EGGAR 

 
Jonathan Eggar was an unusual addition to the 4th Divisional MMP. When he joined the unit in June 

1918 Eggar had already spent two years as a MMP, but in the Middle East theatre and had in fact 

risen to the rank of warrant officer. 

 

When he first enlisted in Queensland back in ____ 1915 he 

described himself as a 22 year old labourer.  Jonathan (shown 

left) became part of the 5th Light Horse Regiment; he sailed 

with his regiment aboard the first convoy to Egypt.  Jonathan 

spent nearly two months serving with his regiment on the 

Gallipoli peninsula before being evacuated due to ill-health 

(lumbago). 

 

Trooper Eggar didn’t re-join his regiment on Anzac Cove, 

instead remaining in Egypt at various depots.  In early April 

1916 he volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps, carrying 

out his training at Abbassia.  Eggar was promoted to the rank 

of sergeant at Abbassia, at the completion of his training 

Jonathan remained in the Middle East, he became part of a 

‘fighting troop’ that was under Lieutenant P. Martin’s 

command.  

 

The idea of the ‘fighting troop’, 

was exactly that, to give new 

members to the corps active 

service in a theatre of war, all volunteers to the corps were supposed to 

have had this, but in reality this hadn’t occurred.  The Egyptian Section 

of the corps remedied this by rotating the men through the troop, the 

troop would remain in place for about three months.  Lieutenant Martin 

(shown right) and his senior NCO’s (including Eggar) all had Gallipoli 

experience and/or previous military service.   

 

Initially the fighting troop was attached to the 1st Light Horse Regiment and then later the 7th Light 

Horse Regiment; Lieutenant Martin retained command of his men.  It is hard to ascertain what the 

troop did while attached to both regiments, most probably a mixture of military police type duties as 

well as directly partaking in advances and fighting with the regiments.  While the troop was with 

the 7th Regiment Eggar was promoted to SSM, becoming the troop’s Squadron Sergeant Major. 

 



However in August 1916 Eggar landed himself in trouble on several occasions, the worst of which 

was when he ‘under false pretences in that he on 22/8/16 entered the 3rd AGH Cairo using his APC 

badge to gain admission on the pretence of duty.’ Eggar was severely reprimanded for the offence 

(perhaps he had abused his position in order to visit one of the nursing staff?) 

 

Throughout 1917 Jonathan spent quite a bit of time in and out of hospital, all of his stints due to 

minor ailments.  On the last occasion in 1917 when he returned to duty he did so at the Moascar 

Detachment, where he once again became a SSM.  Moascar was manned by MMP and was part of 

the mounted section of the corps, it was also the detachment that helped train new members to the 

corps in Egypt, the men were assessed while at the Moascar detachment before being detached 

elsewhere. 

  

Eggar’s file doesn’t indicate why he chose to do so, but in late February he was struck off the 

strength of the (now) Australian Provost Corps and was earmarked to join the 31st Battalion. (he had 

never had any affiliation with that battalion)  At that time the 31st Battalion was with the other 

Australian Battalion’s on the Western Front, prior to joining that battalion Jonathan was expected to 

undergo training and conditioning at various depots in the U.K. 

 

No offences or charges are detailed in Eggar’s file that would account for his departure from the 

Provost Corps in Egypt; he reverted to the rank of private and was sent to England.  However in 

England he appears to have been given the opportunity to re-join the Australian Provost Corps (at 

Tidworth?), he remained at the base rank of trooper.  

 

In mid-June 1918 Trooper Eggar was sent to France where he was detached for duty 

with the 4th Division’s MMP.  Only days after his arrival at his new unit he was once 

again in hospital, he didn’t re-join the unit until 18 July.  However in early August he was once 

again sent to hospital, but on this occasion only for a week. 

 

Eggar was only back with the 4th Division MMP for five days when he was wounded by shrapnel 

fire on 16 August 1918.  Jonathan suffered shrapnel wounds to his head, shoulder, leg and hand; he 

received treatment at the 12th Field Ambulance and then remained in France for further treatment. 

Treated at Le Treport and then at Le Havre, it was not until two days after the armistice (11 

November) that he resumed duty back with the 4th Division. 

 

Jonathan Eggar began his return voyage to Queensland aboard the troopship Orca on 14 April 

1919; he was discharged from the AIF on 11 June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



1944  TROOPER  William  Arthur  GLEW 
 

William Glew was born at Echuca on the Murray River, by early 1915 he was working as a labourer 

in Melbourne, his family now living in Geelong.  William stated that he had served some three 

years with the Victorian Garrison Artillery prior to joining the AIF; he was 23 years of age when he 

fronted to enlist on 18 January 1915. 

 

Private Glew became a re-enforcement for the 8th Battalion; he sailed for Egypt aboard the 

troopship Hororata, departing the Port of Melbourne on 17 April 1915.  Upon his arrival in Egypt 

William was most probably sent to a depot at Zeitoun.  Shortly after his arrival at Zeitoun, William 

was attached to the Garrison Headquarters as a military policeman.  On 19 July 1915 William was 

promoted to lance corporal.  

 

William doesn’t appear to have joined the 8th Battalion, instead remaining in his role as a garrison 

military policeman for the remainder of 1915 and into 1916.  Not surprisingly when volunteers were 

called for the Anzac Provost Corps William put his name forward for service. 

 

William joined several hundred other men at a provost training camp that was formed at Abbassia 

on the outskirts of Cairo.  Presumably William’s firsthand experience as a GMP would have 

assisted him during training as to whether he was suitable for the role. 

 

In late July William was admitted to the 3rd AGH at Abbassia feeling unwell, initially his condition 

was diagnosed as being sunstroke, but that was revised to ‘suffering from the flu.’  William was fit 

enough to return to duty in early August 1916, just as the Abbassia camp was closed for military 

police training.  On 3 August the bulk of the men boarded a troopship (Tunisian) bound for 

England. 

 

This contingent of men was bound for Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  Tidworth was to become 

the focal point of Australian military police activity with the U.K.  Bhurtpore Barracks became the 

training and induction centre for those joining the corps in England.  Trooper Glew only spent a 

little over a month at Tidworth. 

 

On 14 October 1916 William was part of a large number of men (mostly trained at 

Abbassia) who were sent to France.  After a few days at the Etaples Depot in France, 

William and several other military policemen were attached for duty with the 4th 

Division’s MMP.  William would serve with the 4th Division up until May 1917. 

 

In mid-May 1917 William was knocked out of a truck by a mule (possibly a rail truck?), 

presumably as his unit was deploying to a different location.  One of his feet was badly bruised and 

a toe was lacerated.  William was evacuated to a Canadian Hospital at Boulogne for treatment. 

 

On 20 May William was evacuated back to England by a hospital ship for further treatment, he was 

admitted to the Horton County of London Bullshead (?) Hospital.  William’s recovery appears to 

have been quite slow, it was not until 21 September that he was able to be transferred to an auxiliary 

hospital, although upon this transfer he was almost immediately sent on ‘furlo’ to further recover.   

 

Perhaps it was while on this furlo that he met Kate Costell from Hull, he would marry Kate in 

December 1917.  Upon his return to duty William did the usual round of Command Depots and 

then marched into an Overseas Training Brigade, typical of any soldier regaining his fitness after 

having been wounded or suffered from ill-health.  



In early December 1918 William apparently opted to re-join a battalion, he once again became a re-

enforcement for the 8th Battalion.  It appears that William didn’t head to France, probably remaining 

at a depot in Tidworth.  

 

However on 22 December William was formally attached from the 8th Battalion back to the 

Australian Provost Corps.  (this doesn’t appear to have been a purely administrative transfer back to 

the 8th Battalion, but an actual attempt to do so)  William also reverted to his substantive rank of 

private, but he was then attached for service with the London Detachment of the corps, which was 

(ironically) an AGMP unit (Australian Garrison Military Police). 

 

It appears that in June 1919 William transferred back to the 8th Battalion; however this appears to 

have been mainly for the purposes of the nominal roll aboard the troopship Windhuk upon which 

William and Kate began their return to Australia on 30 June.  One of William’s brothers, a Gunner 

Jack Glew had returned to Australia in April 1919. 

 

Kate and William arrived in Melbourne on 18 August 1919, William Glew (8 th Battalion) was 

discharged from the AIF on 25 October.  

 

 

 

886 TROOPER John HENDERSON 

 

John Henderson hailed from Scotland where he was born in December 1886. John 

listed his sister, Isabella, from Edinburgh, as his-next-of-kin when he enlisted at 

Brisbane on 18 August 1914. John was 27 years of age when he did so, he informed 

the recruiting clerk that he was an iron moulder, having worked for Johnston and Son 

back in Scotland. Henderson also stated that he had 9 years’ service with the Royal 

Scots (7th Battalion), he came to Australia aboard the Torilla, arriving in October 

1911. In Australia he worked as an iron moulder, firstly in Brisbane and then in Toowoomba.  

 

Training at Enoggera, Private Henderson became part of H Company with the 

9th Battalion. By 8 August 1914 it had been decided that Queensland would 

provide one Battalion - the 9th. It along with the 10th from South Australia, 11th  

from Western Australia and 12th from Tasmania (one half), and a quarter each 

from South Australia and Western Australia would comprise one infantry 

brigade, the 3rd Brigade. By 11 August 1914 about 1400 men had volunteered at the Brisbane Town 

Hall. 

 

Training was suspended as the battalion embarked for service overseas on 24 September 1914.  The 

9th Battalion sailed at noon aboard the Omrah with strength of 32 officers and 99 men, as well as 15 

horses.  A further 10 men and 44 horses from the battalion were to sail aboard the Rangitira.  

 

The troopship sailed south from Brisbane down the east coast, the Omrah docked at Williamstown 

in Port Phillip Bay, here the battalion disembarked for several weeks.  The men resumed training 

and ‘liberty’ was kept to a minimum.  

 

The men re-boarded the Omrah on 17 October and on the 19th resumed its voyage, the men still not 

knowing their final destination.  On 25 October the troopship anchored off King George’s Sound 

near Albany in Western Australia.  The battalion once again took advantage of the stop and the men 

were able to train back on firm ground for another week.  



On 1 November the Omrah recommenced its voyage with the first convoy of ANZAC troops.  

Excitement was high several 

days later when the men learnt 

that the HMAS Melbourne and 

HMAS Sydney were steaming 

off to engage the German 

Raider the Emden. 

 

On 15 November the Omrah 

anchored off Colombo, the 

following day two officers, two 

warrant officers and 40 ratings 

from the Emden were taken on 

board as prisoners following its 

battle with the Sydney.  Captain 

Melbourne from the 9th 

Battalion was tasked with 

guarding the German prisoners. 

 

It was not until 28 November that the men learnt that their destination was to ultimately be Cairo.  

On 1 December the troopship commenced to pass through the Suez Canal and finally on the 4 th the 

Omrah docked at Alexandria, immediately 40 men were transferred from the ships hospital wing to 

a hospital in Alexandria suffering from the measles. 

 

The Cairo destination for the 9th Battalion 

was to be the Mena Camp, which was 

being organised on the outskirts of Cairo 

in the shadows of the pyramids and the 

nearby sphinx.  The battalion began 

establishing its section of the camp on 8 

December. 

 

Training was quickly resumed and 

Christmas was a relatively low key affair, 

with a distribution of some gifts to the 

men.  The unit’s war diary records the 

death of several men, primarily because 

of sickness during those first few weeks.  January and February consisted of more training, however 

with the battalion now back in a regular routine the men were also granted liberal amounts of leave, 

which allowed the men to visit some of the legendary antiquities of Egypt. 

 

It’s unclear from his file why, but on 28 February 1915 Private Henderson was transferred to ‘Base 

details’, his file is sparse in entries for the early months of 1915. John’s later repatriation papers 

state that he developed problems with his eyes in early 1915 and was sent to get glasses, which he 

wore for the remainder of the war.  

 

John appears to have rejoined his battalion and landed with it on 25 April at Gallipoli. However on 

8 July 1915 he is shown as being attached to the permanent beach Party. Only two days later 

Henderson was admitted to hospital suffering from haemorrhoids.  

 



Evacuated back to Egypt, it was not until 21 October 1915 before John began his return to his 

battalion. Shortly after arriving on Mudros he was admitted to the Lowlands Casualty Clearing 

Station, he did not get back to the peninsula to re-join the 9th Battalion. 

 

Private Henderson re-joined his battalion on Lemnos (Mudros) on Christmas Day, the battalion 

retiring to Lemnos following the evacuation of the Dardanelles. The 9th Battalion returned to Egypt 

on 4 January 1916. 

 

With the expansion of the AIF several new battalions were formed, the Gallipoli 

battalion’s splitting half of their number to provide a nucleus of men with active 

service to help form the new battalions. Private Henderson was transferred to the 

49th Battalion. 

 

John only spent a few days with the 49th Battalion, on 2 March 1916 he was evacuated due to ill-

health. Diagnosed with a hernia john received treatment at Tel-el-Kebir initially and then Cairo. 

Henderson returned to duty on 20 March to a Base Depot at Giza(?) 

 

While at that depot Private Henderson responded to a call for military police volunteers, he joined 

several hundred other men at a Training centre established at Abbassia. Here the men trained to be 

military policemen, their overall suitability for the job was also scrutinised, those not suited would 

opt to return to their original units, or transfer to other roles.  

 

After only two months at Abbassia Trooper Henderson became part of a contingent of military 

policemen sent directly to France to take up MMP duties with the Australian Divisions fighting on 

the western Front. The divisions had headed to France with their MMP elements (25 MMP to a 

division) but like any unit illness and wounds and in some cases men not suited to the role had seen 

the MMP requiring reinforcements. The Oriana headed from Alexandria directly to Marseilles in 

early June 1916. 

 

Henderson served initially with the 1st Anzac Headquarters 

MMP Detachment, he then had a stint at the 1st Anzac FP 

(Field Punishment) Compound, in February 1917 he was 

transferred to the 2nd Anzac Headquarters MMP Detachment.  

 

In January 1918 the two headquarters amalgamated and became the Australian Corps Headquarters, 

as all the Australian came under the one headquarters. On 26 January 1918 John was 

detached for duty to the 4th Division’s MMP Detachment. John remained with the 4th 

division for the rest of his time while on the Western Front. 

 



In early October 1918 John became 

eligible for ‘Special Leave’ back to 

Australia, due to his 1914 enlistment. On 

8 October he boarded the Port Sydney at 

Taranto in Italy and began his return 

voyage to Australia.  

 

John Henderson was discharged from 

the AIF at Brisbane on 3 February 1919.  

After the work John resumed his trade as 

an iron moulder, he worked in Brisbane 

for several different companies 

throughout the 1920’s and 30’s. Repatriation papers from 1931 show him making a claim on 

account of his eyes, the claim recording he was married with one child (at that time).  

 

 

 

2047 CORPORAL Albert Walter JOHNS 

 
Albert Johns was born at Loy Yang in Victoria, he was schooled and lived most of his life at 

Stratford in the Gippsland district. The Johns family then moved to Mundubbera in Queensland 

where they had the property ‘Strathaven’, when Albert enlisted on 12 October 1915 he described 

himself as a farmer, he was still single.  

 

Trooper Johns became a light horse reinforcement, becoming part of the 14th reinforcements for the 

2nd Light Horse Regiment. The photo below comes from The Queenslander of the day, although 

slightly mislabelled, it is definitely Albert, several of the other men are also from his draft.  

 

Albert’s draft sailed from Brisbane aboard the Wandilla on 31 January 1916. Upon their arrival in 

Egypt Albert’s draft was sent to the 1st Light Horse Training Regiment at Heliopolis. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



On 16 April 1916 Albert was briefly transferred to the 4th Divisional Cyclists, joining 

the unit at Serapeum. Only weeks later he was transferred to the ‘4th Division Military 

Police’, the MMP were part of the 4th Divisional Headquarters, his new unit was also 

located at Serapeum. 

 

Trooper Albert Johns was with the 4th Divisional MMP Detachment when it sailed for service on 

the Western Front aboard the Kinsfaun Castle on 2 June, the vessel docked at Marseilles on 8 June. 

Shortly after his arrival in France (2 July) Albert was promoted to the rank of corporal (acting).  

 

On 17 October 1916 Albert opted to leave the military police, he remained posted to the 4th 

Division, taking up duty with the 12th Infantry Brigade Headquarters. In so doing Albert reverted 

back to his substantive rank of private.  

 

Albert was admitted to the 1st AGH (Australian 

General Hospital) at Rouen on 22 November 1916 

suffering from Trench Feet (chilled feet). On 27 

November he was sent back to England aboard the 

hospital ship Asturias (shown left). In England he 

was admitted to the Beaufort Military Hospital. 

 

Private Johns was ‘discharged to furlough’ on 3 February 1917, he was to report back to duty at No 

1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 17 February, at Perham Downs  his medical classification 

was B1A. Only days after arriving at No 1 Command Depot Albert was transferred to No 4 

Command Depot at Wareham (4th Division’s depot).  

 

After a month at Wareham (on 23 March 1917) Albert was transferred to a newly forming brigade 

in England, here he was allotted to the 69th Battalion. However the newly formed brigade was 

plagued by a lack of reinforcements, the brigades on the Western Front were continually needing 

fresh reinforcements to maintain their fighting strengths. With the abandoning of the formation of 

the 16th Brigade Albert was sent back to France as a reinforcement for the 47th Battalion. 

 

Albert headed overseas towards the end of April 1917. On 4 May he was formally taken on strength 

by the 47th Battalion, Albert and about fifty other men joined the battalion at Lavieville, where the 

47th Battalion was in reserve, the arrival of this draft of men brought the battalion back up to a 

strength of over 1000 men. The unit’s war diary recorded on 4 May that the fresh arrivals were 

‘good looking men’, most were Queenslanders, in keeping with where the original members of the 

battalion had drawn the bulk of its men. The dairy also acknowledged that many of the newly 

received officers and men had come from the disbanded 16th Brigade.  

 

On 14 May the 47th Battalion moved to Aveluy, interestingly (and as a result of the march) the unit 

war diary makes mention of an ‘incorrigible squad’, a small number of men that would regularly 

fall out of such marches and were generally in trouble, often under sentence for misdemeanours. 

The war diary stressed that the ‘squad’ were only a small number of men within the battalion.  

 

On 16 May the bulk of the battalion entrained to Bailleul, 

billeting to the south of the town. The battalion set up camp 

near Steenwerck (shown right) where it trained for the 

remainder of the month. On 30 May 1917 the majority of the 

battalion (22 officers and 800 men) moved to the ‘Bulford 

Camp’, a small portion of the battalion under Major Ford’s 

command moved to Morbecque. The battalion received orders 

that it was to take part in an offensive at Messines Ridge. 



At 7:00 am on the morning of 7 June the 47th Battalion moved out of Bulford Camp and moved into 

an assembly area in No Man’s Land opposite Messines. The battalion launched into its attack at 

11:10 am, as it advanced it came under heavy artillery fire.  The 47th Battalion was successful in 

seizing its objectives, but at a heavy cost, the battalion continued to hold its seized ground up until 

12 June when it was relieved, a battalion roll call showed that 15 officers and 426 men were 

recoded as casualties (over 75 men were killed).  

 

Albert was one of those initially reported as having been wounded in action during the fightoing of 

7 June 1917. The report of Albert having been wounded may well have come from Private Albert 

Suthers, who in a later Red Cross statement stated that he thought his mate may not have died from 

his wounds.   

 

 

 

 

 



Several weeks on from the Messines roll call Albert’s status was changed to 

“WOUNDED & MISSING 7-6-17”. With confirmation from a pioneer burial 

party that Private Albert Johns had in fact been buried on the battlefield, his 

status was formally reported as “KILLED IN ACTION on 7-6-17”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Albert’s father, Charles, was sent the following items, all too similar to those sent to many grieving 

families during the Great War; a Testament, French Dictionary, cards, First Aid Book and a cloth 

Wallet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1352 LANCE CORPORAL Stuart Joseph KENNEDY 
 

Stuart Kennedy was one of three sons of Margaret and _____ Kennedy who enlisted during the 

Great War, the family hailed from Arncliffe in Sydney.  Stuart was the lucky one, he survived, his 

brothers, Vincent and ____ did not. 

 

Stuart was 22 years of age when he joined up in Sydney in August 1914, shortly after war had been 

declared.  Stuart stated that he had served over three years with the AGA (Australian Garrison 

Artillery).  Private Kennedy became part of G Company in the 3rd Battalion. 

 

The 3rd Battalion was one of the first battalions raised in New South Wales; it came into existence at 

Randwick Racecourse.  By September the battalion was at near full strength with 32 Officers and 

991 men. 

 

The 3rd Battalion sailed as part of the 

1st Brigade, the battalion was aboard 

the Euripides with the 4th Battalion as 

part of the first convoy that headed 

for the Middle East on 20 October 

1914.  Upon its arrival in Egypt the 

battalion established its camp at 

Mena, in the shadows of the famous 

pyramids. With the reduction in 

company numbers from eight back to 

four, Private Kennedy now became 

part of B Company.   

 

Kennedy drew the wrath of his Company Commander, Captain Lamb, on 14 January 1915, when 

Stuart swore aloud while on parade.  There is little doubt that Private Kennedy did mutter “Yes you 

bastard!”, or words similar to that, but he was successfully able to argue that he had directed that 

comment at the soldier next to him, not at Captain Lamb.  Luckily the soldier next to Stuart, Private 

Masurier backed up that claim, stating at the court martial that it was his rifle that had struck Stuart, 

drawing the response 

 

Luckily for Kennedy he was found not guilty, this was to be Kennedy’s only blemish on his 

disciplinary record.   

 

Private Kennedy was with his battalion when it landed on Anzac Cove early on the morning of 25 

April 1915.  The battalion suffered heavy casualties on those first few days, the battalion settled into 

positions at ________  

 

Stuart would not see out the Gallipoli campaign, he was wounded by shrapnel on 19 June, when he 

was struck in the left forearm.  Evacuated quickly to Lemnos Island, Stuart received treatment there 

up until early August, when he was transferred to the 1st AGH at Cairo. 

 

It was not until December that Stuart was fit enough to be transferred to the 1st Australian Auxiliary 

Hospital at Heliopolis.  By the start of March 1916 Stuart was considered fit enough to resume 

training, ready to re-join his battalion, Stuart was sent to Zeitoun to resume training. 

 

Stuart Kennedy was another of those men that volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps in late May 

– early April 1916.  Stuart was formally taken on strength by the provost corps on 3 April 1916; he 

joined those other men at a large training camp at Abbassia. 



 

While Stuart was still training at Abbassia, his brother Vincent (actually Joseph Vincent), who was 

known to his mates as ‘Ma’, was allotted to the newly formed 53rd Battalion.  Vincent was serving 

with his battalion on the Western Front when he was killed during the Battle of Fromelles on 19 

July 1916.  Although officially listed as missing in action, Private Hyslop described that his mate 

‘Ma’ was almost certainly killed outright by a blast that also killed a Private Ingram. 

 

Towards the end of his training at Abbassia on 25 July Stuart was admitted to the 3rd Australian 

General Hospital (3rd AGH) at Abbassia complaining of headaches, Trooper Kennedy was only 

discharged from hospital on 1 August 1916, two days large he took his place amongst the large 

contingent of military policemen that travelled to the U.K aboard the troopship Tunisian.  This band 

of men was sent to establish a military police centre at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

 

Trooper Kennedy only spent a short time at Tidworth, on 12 October 1916, he was 

amongst a large number of other men who were sent to France to re-enforce the units 

there.  On 17 October Stuart joined Trooper’s _______ _____ in being attached to the 4th Division’s 

MMP detachment. 

 

Trooper Kennedy served with the 4th Division up until February 1917.  On 12 February Stuart was 

transferred to the 1st Anzac Corps Field Punishment Compound. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



2230 TROOPER Richard KING 
 

Richard King was born near Townsville, but by 1915 was living and working in Victoria. King 

listed his mother from Chelsea in England as his next-of-kin. Richard described himself as being a 

seaman and was now 30 years of age.  

 

Richard enlisted on 10 November 1915 and became a light horse reinforcement. Trooper King 

sailed for Egypt in early March 1916 aboard the troopship Katuna. Richard joined the 4th Light 

Horse regiment and moved for service on the Western Front, where his squadron became part of the 

1st Anzac Light Horse Regiment. A liking for ‘the drink’ saw him charged for Drunkenness and for 

going AWL on several occasions during the remainder of 1916. Trooper King continued to serve on 

the Western Front throughout 1917. 

 

In early 1917 Richard is shown as being attached to the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment, but then as further being attached for duty with the 4th Divisional 

Headquarters, although his file doesn’t acknowledge a role, it appears that he 

was appointed as batman (and groom?) for Lieutenant D.O. Hassam. Lieutenant 

Hassam (shown right) was the TCO (Traffic Control Officer) for the 4th 

Division’s MMP Detachment. The MMP often worked with the Light Horse on 

traffic duties on the Western Front.  

 

On 24 May 1917 Trooper King was fronted before the 4th Division’s APM, 

Captain Kensett, Richard was being court-martialled for disobeying a lawful 

command given by Sergeant Slattery on the morning of 19 May. Trooper King had during the night 

prior being sleeping in the billets with several military policemen, about 6.30am Sergeant Slattery 

had entered the billet and ordered him to “get up and groom your horse,” King had supposedly 

refused and said “to hell with him.” SSM Wilkinson had been with Sergeant Slattery and gave a 

statement confirming his sergeant’s actions. 

 
It did appear that Richard was not totally in the wrong, he was normally billeted with Lieutenant 

Hassam (being his batman), Hassam was away from the detachment due to ill-health. Trooper King 

continued to look after Lieutenant Hassam’s and his own mount, but was instead billeted with the 

military policemen of the unit. 

 



Richard agreed that it was his responsibility to look after the mounts, but claimed that he had no 

specific orders in relation to their care, he claimed that he had exercised, groomed and fed the 

horses the evening prior. Trooper King stated that he had been Lieutenant Hassam’s batman for 

about three and a half months leading up to the incident. Trooper King was found guilty of the 

offence and was awarded 10 days FP No 2 (Field Punishment). 

 

[During the court-martial Richard had stated that he had served during the Boer War, this service 

doesn’t appear on his attestation papers, but Richard was certainly old enough to have seen service 

in South Africa. To date this service has not been verified]  

 

Trooper King appears to have remained Lieutenant Hassam’s batman up until he was badly 

wounded by shrapnel on 27 September 1917, suffering sever wounds to his abdomen. Stabilised in 

France, on 17 October he was evacuated by hospital ship to England, where he was admitted to the 

Horton County of London War Hospital.  On 2 November 1917 Richard was sufficiently recovering 

to be transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Depot at Harefield.  

 

On 7 November Richard 

was released on furlough, 

ordered to report to the 

Hurdcott Depot on 21 

November. Richard then 

spent time at several 

different depots, 

including a light horse 

depot at Candahar 

Barrack’s, Tidworth. At 

Tidworth he was again in 

trouble, going AWL and 

conduct to the prejudice 

[of good military order] 

and insolence on parade. 

 

Richard returned to France in early April 1918 and was taken on strength by the 2nd Anzac Light 

Horse Regiment (not the 1st Anzac Light Horse Regiment). In so doing he became part of the 13th 

Light Horse Regiment. It’s unclear if Richard would have learnt of Lieutenant Hassam’s death on 

20 May 1918.   

 

Shortly after the signing of the Armistice, Richard was returning to France following a return to 

England due to ill-health.  While back in the UK on 28 September 1918 he had married 36 year old 

Mabel Parsons at Bath in Somerset. While at the Le Havre Depot he again went AWL and when 

apprehended by the MP’s he violently resisted them (striking one of the MP’s), for this incident he 

was awarded 21 days FP No 2 (Field Punishment).  

 

Trooper King remained in France up until April 1919. Richard, with Mabel, returned to Australia 

aboard the Indarra on 12 July, disembarking at Melbourne on 6 September. Trooper Richard King 

was discharged on 29 October 1919.  

 

 

A 1926 letter from Richard’s wife, Mabel, shows that he died in the Bundoora Hospital in July 

1925. In Mabel’s letter Mabel stated she was returning to England. 

 

 



3147  CORPORAL Mervyn Edward LAWSON 

 
Mervyn Lawson was only 18 years of age when he enlisted on 7 August 1915, would have sort his 

parents written permission to join up.  Hailing from Sydney Mervyn described himself as having 

been a clerk, still single, he had militia training, part of which was with the engineer corps. 

 

Private Lawson became part of the 7th re-enforcements for the 19th Battalion, that draft of men 

sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship ____ on 20 December 1915. Shortly after his arrival in Egypt 

in February 1916 Mervyn was re-allotted to the 4th Battalion.  

 

Mervyn still had further training before he was to join the 4th Battalion; in early April Mervyn was 

transferred to the 5th Training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir.  During this time a call had gone out for 

volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps, with a lack of numbers from those with 

Gallipoli service and more widespread recruitment was made.   

 

Accepted for training as a military policemen Mervyn was sent to Abbassia, where he trained 

alongside several hundred other men.  Lawson was deemed to be suitable and was part of a large 

contingent to England in early August 1916.  That party set up at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, 

Tidworth would now be the focal point for the Australian military police for the remainder of the 

war. 

 

Trooper Lawson was one of those men sent to France in October 1916, he was 

attached to the 4th Division’s MMP unit.  Mervyn would serve with the 4th Division 

throughout the remainder of 1916, all of 1917 and 1918.  

 

In November 1917 and again in November 1918 Mervyn became eligible for leave in the U.K.  

Mervyn appears to have remained in reasonable health while serving on the Western Front, in early 

December 1918 he was briefly admitted to hospital suffering from boils and scabies. 

 

Mervyn continued to serve in France; on 10 February 1919 he was promoted to the rank of corporal.  

In March Mervyn became eligible for another stint of leave in the U.K., once again at the 

completion resuming duty in France.  It was not until late May 1919 that Corporal Lawson returned 

to Tidworth for duty, as he awaited a passage back to Australia.  

 

Lawson only spent a little over a month in England.  On 3 July 1919 Mervyn joined several other ex 

- 4th Division MMP in returning to Australia aboard the troopship, Zealandic. Mervyn Lawson was 

discharged from the AIF on 18 October 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



4670  CORPORAL  John George MARTIN 
 

John Martin was 22 years of age when he enlisted on 

29 December 1915.  John stated that he been working 

as a fireman with the Port Fire Brigade, at Sydney 

presumably this meant John was a real fireman in a 

brigade close to the harbour, not a fireman on the 

railways, as so often seen in soldiers files.   

 

Born in Glasgow by 1915 John appears to have 

already seen much of the world.  Even though his 

family still lived in Glasgow, John had spent some two 

years living and working in Canada, during that time 

he also served in a militia unit.  It is unclear when John moved to Australia. 

 

Private Martin was still single, he spent only a few days at a depot battalion before he was allotted 

to the ‘Flying Corps.’ John embarked for Egypt on 18 February 1916, still at this stage earmarked 

as ground crew for the Flying Corps. 

 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt in March 1916 Private Martin was re-allotted and became part of 

the 14 re-enforcements for the 14th Battalion.  John would still have been at a depot training when a 

call was made for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps in late May/ early April 1916. The 

criteria had originally been that the men had Gallipoli service, but with a shortage of men stepping 

forward the selection was given to the men in Egypt awaiting allocation to units, even so the men 

had to be of suitable calibre to be accepted. 

 

John successfully completed his military police training at Abbassia and was part of a large 

contingent of men that were sent to England on 3 August 1916.  These men took up duties at 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth; Tidworth would now become the focal point for the Australian 

military police in the U.K.  William remained posted to Tidworth for the next few months.   

 

In mid-December 1916 John joined Trooper’s Booler and Eades when he was sent to 

France to join one of the divisional MMP detachments.  It was not until 19 January 

1917 that John actually joined the 4th Divisional MMP, the MMP were part of Divisional 

Headquarters. 

 

John remained with the 4th Division throughout 1917.  It would appear that John was probably good 

mates with William Booler, because on 6 March 1918 the pair drew the wrath of their APM, Major 

M. Jarvie when they were charged for;  

 

(I)  Out of Billet after 9 pm, 

(II)   Giving a false name, 

(III) Galloping a horse on metalled road on 5/3/18. 

 

 

More to come 

 

 

 

  



658 SERGEANT David James Lindsay Tennant  McCORMICK 

 
David McCormick was born in Ireland; he was single and 23 years of age when he stepped forward 

to enlist at Sydney on 7 September 1914.  McCormick stated that he had been working as an 

insurance agent prior to volunteering for the AIF, his father, David (senior) would also later enlist. 

David (senior) described himself as both an Auctioneer and a Mechanic; the family lived at South 

West Rocks in the McLeay River district. 

 

Private McCormick was initially allotted to F Company with the 13th Battalion, when the battalion 

later reduced its company numbers (from eight back to four) he was re-allotted to C Company.  On 

1 October 1914 David was promoted to the rank of corporal. 

 

The 13th Battalion trained firstly at the Rosehill Racecourse and then later moved to the main 

Liverpool Camp.  On 23 November the battalion boarded the Ulysses; sailing from Sydney, the 

battalion’s destination at the stage was to be the Broadmeadows Camp near Melbourne where the 

battalion was to join up with the other units of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade. 

 

The 4th Infantry Brigade was a ‘mixed’ brigade, the 13th Battalion hailed from New South Wales, 

the 14th Battalion was a Victorian Battalion.  Two companies of the 15th Battalion (under the early 

eight company designation) were formed in 6 MD (Tasmania); the bulk of the 15th was formed in 

Queensland.  The 16th Battalion was a mixture of 5 MD (Western Australia) and 4 MD (South 

Australia and Broken Hill) men. 

 

The battalion’s stay at 

Broadmeadows was less 

than pleasant, heavy rain 

had made the camp a 

quagmire, here the 4th 

Brigade came together.  

On 21 December the 

battalion moved by train to 

the Port of Melbourne, 

here the battalion once 

again boarded the Ulysses, 

also on board was the 14th 

Battalion, the 4th Field 

Ambulance and the 4th 

Brigade’s Headquarters. 

 

 

The Ulysses sailed as part of the second convoy that left Australia and New Zealand, its departure 

from the Port of Melbourne wharf is shown in the AWM photo above.  The Ulysses docked briefly 

at Albany as the convoy regrouped prior to heading to Egypt; the Ulysses docked at Alexandria on 

31 January 1915.  

 

The battalion then entrained to Heliopolis; from there the men marched to the Aerodrome Camp.  

Here the 4th Brigade became part of the New Zealand and Australian Division.  The photo on the 

next page shows some of the battalion’s men on exercise near Heliopolis. 



It was not until early 

April 1915 before the 

battalion returned to 

Alexandria ready to 

move to the next 

theatre of operations. 

The battalion then 

spent some twelve 

uncomfortable days 

aboard the troopship 

Ascot, remaining docked at Alexandria.  Once underway the troopship conveyed the battalion to 

Mudros, as the battalion prepared to take part in the upcoming assault on the Dardanelles Peninsula.  

 

McCormick’s file shows he landed with the 13th Battalion at Gallipoli on the first day, 25 April 

1915.  The battalion would take up positions known as Pope’s Hill and Quinn’s Post.  David served 

on the peninsula up until 9 May when he suffered a bullet wound to his left shoulder, he was 

evacuated back to Cairo aboard a hospital ship for treatment. 

 

David’s wound could not have been too severe, as he was considered fit enough to return to ‘Base 

Details’ at Zeitoun on 11 June 1915.  Although his file does show that he was sent to a 

convalescence depot at Helouan on 8 July.  

 

On 20 January 1916 McCormick is shown as being ‘attached for duty’ at the 2nd Australian General 

Hospital at Ghezireh (?)  This duty was probably as a guard, the command of the Guard most 

probably coming under the command of the Provost Marshal at Ghezireh. 

 

Not surprisingly with a call for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps Corporal McCormick 

stepped forward. David joined several hundred other men at Abbassia (shown below) on 3 April 

1916, here the men trained and were assessed as to their suitability to be military policemen.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Corporal McCormick was one of a large contingent that headed to England aboard the Tunisian on 

3 August 1916.  It appears that shortly after his arrival in the U.K he was admitted to hospital, upon 

returning to duty he did so at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. 

 

McCormick was again admitted to hospital in October 1916, he was diagnosed as suffering 

‘abdominal pains’, it was a little over a month before he returned to duty.  On 19 November David 

was admitted to the King George Hospital at Dartford, on this occasion he was diagnosed as 

suffering appendicitis.  Presumably following an operation (?) and having sufficiently recovered 

McCormick was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, which was also located at Dartford.  

David was sent to a convalescence depot in mid-June for several weeks. 

 

On 1 July 1917 McCormick returned to duty at Tidworth, where he remained for the rest of the 

month.  On 31 July he was posted to the London Detachment and on 22 November he received his 

promotion to sergeant. 

 

Towards the end of May 1918 McCormick returned briefly to Tidworth as he prepared to be posted 

to the Western Front.  On 18 June 1918 David crossed the English Channel; he briefly worked for 

the APM as he awaited allocation to one of the fighting Divisions. 

 

On 30 June 1918 McCormick marched into the 4th Divisional MMP, still holding his 

rank of sergeant.  David served for about three months with the 4th Division, because 

of his early enlistment date he became eligible for an early return to Australia on furlough in late 

September 1918.  Sergeant McCormick boarded the troopship Port Sydney alongside many other 

1914 men, at Taranto in Italy on 8 October 1918.  With peace declared a little over a month later 

most of these men also received an early discharge from the AIF, McCormick was discharged on 3 

February 1919. 

 

However that was not the end of McCormick’s AIF service, on 30 September 1919 he did re-enlist. 

David’s file shows no further details other than for ‘Special Service AIF’, he got the recruiting clerk 

to record his prior service with the 13th Battalion, but made no mention of the bulk of his service 

with the Australian Provost Corps. 

 

David served as a 

private, sailing for the 

U.K. (?) aboard the 

Rugia (shown right) on 

14 October 1919.  No 

further details appear on 

his file about his later 

service, his last 

discharge from the AIF 

occurred on 27 March 

1920. 
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1942  TROOPER Clarence Reginald McEVOY 

 
Trooper McEvoy is shown on the nominal roll of the 4th Division’s MMP as having joined the unit 

on 14 June 1918, he joined the unit at the same time as Trooper’s Eggar and Pritchard.  Clarence 

appears to have almost immediately been re-allotted to the 5th Division’s MMP, most probably to 

help fill the gaps left by the deaths of several members of that unit in late May.   

 

(see 5th Division’s chapter)  

 

 

2383  PRIVATE Arthur Harold PENNEY 

 
Arthur Penney hailed from McLaren Vale in South Australia; he was 21 years of age when he 

enlisted on 7 January 1916.  Like most young men of this era Arthur had undergone compulsory 

military training, in Arthur’s case he had some 3 years militia service with the 78th Infantry 

Regiment. 

 

On Arthur’s enlistment papers on this occasion he recorded that he had in fact served in the AIF 

previously, but only for a period of 14 days.  No explanation was given for his discharge on that 

occasion.  On this occasion Arthur was sent to various depots and was ultimately allotted to the 4 th 

re-enforcements of the 32nd Battalion. 

 

Arthur’s draft sailed from Adelaide on 9 March 1916, disembarking at Suez on 3 April.  Arthur 

appears to have been one of a significant number of men that were accepted straight from training 

depots to train as military policemen.  The men were to form the core of the Anzac Provost Corps, 

most of the volunteers were men with Gallipoli service, but with not enough men volunteering the 

Corps called upon suitable men from the depots.  

 

So instead of joining a battalion Arthur was sent to 

Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo, where he joined 

several hundred men who were trained in the role of 

becoming military police.  Those deemed unsuitable 

were returned to their original units, others, who 

found the job not to their liking were also allowed to 

transfer, either back to their original unit or another 

role.  

 

At the completion of his training ( or possibly while 

on probation) Arthur was working with the Cairo 

detachment, when on 24 July he was charged with 

‘Conduct to the Prejudice of good order and Military Discipline’, in that he did place his arm round 

the waist of a prostitute while being a member of the Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

Presumably Arthur was on duty at the time that he did this, he was ordered to be was confined to 

barracks for 7 days.  It was only shortly after the completion of his punishment on 3 August 1916 

that Arthur was amongst the large group of men that were posted to Tidworth in England. 

 

Arthur remained in England until early 1917, on 2 February he was posted to France 

via the Etaples Depot.  On 20 February Arthur was detached for duty with the 4th 

Divisional MMP.  



On 11 May Arthur was admitted to hospital suffering an attack of scabies.  Upon his release from 

hospital Arthur was sent to work with the APM of Albert, he remained at Albert until 4 August.  

Rather than re-joining the 4th Division’s MMP Arthur returned to duty with the 1st Anzac 

Headquarters detachment. 

 

On Christmas Eve 1917 Arthur was again on a charge, when he failed to relieve a guard, for this 

misdemeanour he forfeited 10 day’s pay.  In mid-March 1918 Trooper Penney was detached for 

with the 5th Division MMP and would remain with the 5th Division for over six months.  On 20 

August Arthur was again transferred, this time for duty with the 3rd Division. 

 

In September 1918 Arthur became due for two weeks leave, which he probably took in Paris, not in 

the U.K.  On 21 December Arthur was detached to the Australian Corps Headquarters Detachment 

(the 1st and 2nd Anzac Corps Headquarters had been combined in January 1918).   

 

On 22 February 1919 Arthur transferred to the 32nd Battalion, an unusual move as he hadn’t seen 

any service with that battalion, other than as a re-enforcement being shipped to Egypt.  Perhaps 

Arthur had another run-in with his provost superiors, spurring him to re-join his ‘original’ unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthur returned to England in April 1919 and on 22 May was given a passage back to Australia 

aboard the Durham.  The Durham didn’t dock  in Adelaide until 17 July, Arthur Penney was 

discharged from the AIF on 9 September 1919, his last recorded unit shown as the 32nd Battalion, 

despite having never seen active service with that battalion and serving nearly all his time as a 

military policeman.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3529/4453/1642 PRIVATE Norman PERCY 
 

Norman Percy was born at Gisborne in New Zealand, by 1915 he was 

living and working in Queensland. Prior to coming to Australia 

Norman had seen service with the New Zealand (militia) prior to his 

move to Australia. Norman listed his mother in New York (?) as his 

next-of –kin, he enlisted at Goondiwindi on 8 February 1915. 

 

Private Percy carried out most of his training at the Enoggera Camp, in 

early May he was allotted to A Section with the 7th Field Ambulance. 

The photo of Norman comes from The Queenslander and confirms he 

was a medical reinforcement.  

 

Norman’s file shows he sailed for Egypt aboard the Orsova on 14 July 

1915. The Orsova’s roll indicates that on embarking Norman was in 

fact earmarked as staff for the ‘Convalescent Depot at Harefield Park. 

Harefield Park was a country estate taken over by the Australians. The 

patients at Harefield were generally admitted from other hospitals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norman doesn’t appear to have continued on to the U.K. rather he offloaded in Egypt. However, 

rather than remaining in the Middle East Norman returned to Australia as a medical orderly aboard 

the Euripides on 1 October 1915.   

 

Re-embarking aboard the Euripides from Sydney on 2 November 1915. Norman on this occasion 

remained in Egypt. On 18 March 1916 Private Percy was taken on strength by the 4th Field 

Ambulance at Tel-el-Kebir. 

 

On 1 June 1916 Norman’s unit headed to the Western Front. On 22 September 1916, while in 

France, Norman transferred to the MMP detachment of the 4th Divisional Headquarters. Trooper 

Percy remained a MMP for the remainder of the war. 

 

Ill-health saw him return to England in 

September 1918 and rather than returning 

to duty in France Norman then remained in 

England. Norman was medically 

downgraded on 28 March 1919 and as a 

result was given a berth back to Australia 

aboard the Karoa. Norman Percy was 

discharged at Sydney on 2 July 1919. 

 



711  TROOPER Edward George RAINBOW 

 
Edward Rainbow hailed from Kyneton in Victoria, he was 35 years of age when he fronted to enlist 

at Kyneton on 22 August 1914.  Edward recorded his pre-war trade as being a driver; he also stated 

that he had served for some time with the 8th Light Horse (militia).   

 

Private Rainbow became part 

of F Company within the 

Victorian 7th Battalion.  

Edward’s company is shown to 

the right in a Darge portrait, 

taken no doubt at 

Broadmeadows shortly before 

the battalion sailed.Edward 

was most probably standing next to several other Kyneton men when he joined up, David Reid has 

the regimental number of 708, Frank Maloney number 709, they both hailed from Kyneton.  There 

were also several other men from Kyneton within Edward’s company, Castlemaine and Daylesford 

men also featured heavily within the company, indicating the rural nature of the company.  There 

was also a James (22nd Battalion) and Charles Rainbow (7th Battalion) who also enlisted from 

Kyneton, possibly Edward’s cousins? 

 

The 7th Battalion sailed 

with the 1st Convoy, 

the bulk of the 6th and 

7th Battalions boarded 

the Hororata, sailing 

on 19 October 1914.  

With over 2000 men 

and 150 Officers on 

board the troopship 

was very crowded, the 

men had to adapt to 

sleeping in hammocks 

with only three inches 

between.   Towards the 

end of October, while 

at Albany in West 

Australia, A Company 

from the 6th Battalion was transferred to the Omrah, this relieved the overcrowding to some extent. 

 

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, 

lectures and musketry practice helped keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts 

were probably of more interest to the men as they whiled away the long hours at sea. The Hororata 

and Omrah both docked at Suez on 1 December 1914, but both battalions were kept onboard for 

several days before disembarking.  

 

The two battalions were sent by train to Cairo, from Cairo the battalions boarded electric trams, 

which took them the 19 kilometres to the Mena Camp.  Without any of their baggage or blankets on 

the first night most of the men simply slept in or under their greatcoats on the relatively soft ground. 

 



Shortly after the battalion’s arrival training resumed, numerous route marches into the desert tested 

the men.  However leave was also liberally granted and the officers and men were easily able to get 

to Cairo to see the wondrous ancient sites, as well as indulging in the seedier aspects that the city 

offered.  The locals took full advantage of the 

Australian troop’s presence and hawkers would be 

present, even on route marches, in the hope of selling 

their oranges, chocolates and cigarettes to the men. 

 

Of course the close proximity of the Mena Camp to 

the pyramids meant that nearly every man from the 

battalion would pose on a camel with the pyramids 

as the backdrop.  In early January the eight–company 

battalions were re-organised into only four, E and F 

Companies were combined and became the new C 

Company.  Edward now became part of C Company. 

The 7th Battalion was amongst the first battalions to 

land on the Gallipoli peninsula on 25 April.  The battalion, as part of the 2nd Brigade fought for and 

consolidated positions on and around the 400 Plateau.  After consolidating those positions for 

several days the battalion was withdrawn to the relative safety of Shell Green.  Here the battalion 

re-grouped and rested after the intense fighting of the landing and the first few nights. On 2 May the 

battalion re-entered support trenches.  

   

On 5 May the 2nd Brigade, which included the 7th Battalion was ordered to march to the south to 

Cape Helles, in order to help the British Forces there.  The men from the 7th Battalion (like its sister 

battalions) were merely bystanders for several days.  However on 8 May the entire 2nd Brigade 

entered the attack on the village of Krithia. 

 

The Australian Brigade suffered heavy losses, the same as the British units at Cape Helles, a same 

gain was territory was made, but Krithia was still unable to be seized.  By 13 May the 7th Battalion 

(normally over 1,000 men) numbered only 8 officers and 366 men.   

 

The battalion, or what was left, returned to Anzac Cove, the battalion returned to positions on the 

peninsula near Lone Pine and would remain there on rotation with other units.  Edward received 

promotion to lance corporal several weeks after the landing.  The 7th Battalion was gradually re-

enforced as some fresh re-enforcements arrived on the peninsula, ill-health continued to plague all 

units and saw many evacuations over the next few months.  Edward continued to serve with his 

battalion and was promoted to corporal on 21 August 1915. 

 

The entire 7th Battalion was finally relieved from the peninsula on 13 September.  Corporal 

Rainbow was one of those that had been with the battalion since the landing, the battalion was 

shipped back to Lemnos Island for a well-deserved break.  By the time the battalion arrived at 

Mudros it numbered only 17 Officers and 285 men. 

 

Unfortunately the men had to march some four kilometres to a rest camp at West Point; having been 

on the Gallipoli peninsula for all that time had badly deteriorated the men’s health, the march badly 

knocked the men’s feet around.  A bad storm a few days later made life miserable for the men for a 

day or two, but gradually they were able to recuperate and regain fitness and training and sporting 

competitions began to resume. 

 

On 24 September the battalion marched to a new site named Sarpi Camp.  On 12 October a route 

march showed that the battalion was still not fully fit, many of the men having to be stretchered 

back to camp. 



Obviously Edward was one of those still suffering the effects of serving on the peninsula; on 28 

October he attended the 2nd Field Ambulance and was diagnosed as suffering from jaundice.  

Edward was admitted to the 1st Canadian Stationary Hospital on Lemnos for treatment, while in 

hospital Edward reverted to his substantive rank of lance corporal. 

 

Edward was released from hospital in early November 1915; he then spent time at the Australian 

and New Zealand Base Depot, still at Mudros.  Edward was still at that depot when the 7th Battalion 

boarded the troopship Abbassieh and returned to the Gallipoli Peninsula on 25 November.  

 

On 6 December Edward was considered fit to re-join his battalion and he sailed from the Anzac 

Advanced Base at Mudros back to Anzac Cove.  On 7 December Edward returned to the 7th 

Battalion, he was quickly given back his two stripes when Corporal Mills was posted from C 

Company to Headquarters. 

Edwards stay on the peninsula was only brief, as less than two weeks later the entire campaign was 

abandoned and the peninsula evacuated.   After a short time at Lemnos the 7th Battalion boarded the 

Empress of Britain and returned to Egypt, arriving at Alexandria on 7 January 1916. 

 

In mid-January 1916 Edward had to be admitted to the 2nd Field Ambulance, suffering from the 

mumps.  Edward was not discharged until 3 February; he probably remained at a depot in Cairo for 

the next two months. 

 

Rather than re-joining his battalion, Edward volunteered for service as a military policeman, he was 

formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 1916.  Edward spent the next 

four months at Abbassia where he was assessed for his suitability to join the corps, Edward was one 

of those that found the role to his liking and he was accepted. 

 

On 3 August 1916 Edward was with a large contingent of Australian military policemen that were 

sent to England aboard the Tunisian.  Trooper Rainbow then spent a little over two months at 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, during this time Tidworth became the focal point for the AIF’s 

military police.  

 

Edward was sent to France on 8 October 1916, he spent only a few days at the Etaples 

depot before sent for duty with the 4th Divisional MMP, Troopers Rowan, Kennedy 

and Martini also being posted from Tidworth at that same time. Edward served with the 4th 

Divisional MMP for the remainder of 1916 and for the first few months of 1917.  On 12 February 

Edward was transferred for duty at the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound.   

 

Edward’s file is a little confusing as to whether he was promoted back to the rank of corporal.  

Possibly he was promoted to the rank of temporary corporal; that was while he was at the 

Punishment Compound, he remained posted to the FP Compound throughout 1917 and most of 

1918. 

 

In January 1918 the two Anzac Corps Headquarters were merged into one and became the 

Australian Corps Headquarters.  Similarly Edward’s unit now became known as the Australian 

Corps Field Punishment Compound. 

 

With his early enlistment (August 1914) in late September 1918 Edward became eligible for three 

months furlough back home to Australia.  Upon leaving the FP Compound prepare for his return to 

Australia Edward reverted in rank back to trooper (private).  Edward joined many other ‘original 

Anzacs’ as they gathered at Taranto in Italy, he boarded the troopship Port Sydney and began his 

return to Australia.  The Port Sydney arrived back in Victoria on 2 December 1918; Edward 

Rainbow was discharged from the AIF on 31 January 1919. 



3123  CORPORAL Alexander Samuel RINEHART 

 
Alex Rinehart was 24 years of age and hailed from Miles in Queensland when he enlisted on 16 

August 1915. Alex’s papers stated that was single upon enlisting, but he did marry in December 

1915 shortly before sailing. Alex’s photo appeared alongside fellow re-enforcements in ‘The 

Queenslander’. Alex became part of the 7th re-enforcements for the 26th Battalion. That draft of 

men sailed from Brisbane aboard the Itonus on 30 December 1915. 

 

In Egypt with the expansion of the AIF Alex was re-allotted to the 

newly formed 48th Battalion. Alex moved to the Western Front with 

his battalion. In mid-February 1917 he was detached for duty with 

the 4th Divisional Headquarters, his file is not clear as to whether he 

was a RP (Regimental Policeman) or a MMP. 

 

It is apparent that after a period of probation he did become a MMP 

with the 4th Divisional Headquarters.  Trooper Rinehart was 

wounded in action on 22 October 1917, when he suffered shrapnel 

wounds to his left thigh. Alex was evacuated back to England, 

where he was admitted to a London hospital.  

 

When fit Alex returned to the Western Front and appears to have 

rejoined the 48th Battalion, Alex’s file states that he was wounded 

on a second occasion on 19 April 1918, but this in fact may have 

been a flare up of his previous wound, he was once again evacuated 

back to England.  

 

Remaining in the UK it was not until early November 1918 (and possibly medically downgraded) 

that he returned to duty, Alex did so with the Australian Provost Corps. Alex remained in the UK 

and was posted to the AGMP London detachment in 1919. 

 

Alex had married shortly before he had sailed from Australia, it is obvious from his file that his 

marriage was over shortly after he sailed, although he was never formally divorced. A letter on his 

file shows that his daughter actually joined him in England in 1919.   

 

Alex had to make detailed representations to be allowed to take his discharge in England, his new 

partner and child residing in the UK. A guarantee of employment at Weymouth helped to cement 

his being allowed to remain in England.  

 

2nd Corporal Alex Rinehart did not take his discharge at that time, instead remaining with the 

Military Police. Alex (and his new wife?) and child did return to Australia in June 1920, he was 

formally discharged from the AIF on 28 September 1920.  

 

  



3467   TROOPER Alfred Richard ROWAN 

 
Alfred Richard Rowan was born at Bathurst; he enlisted on 13 July 1915.  Prior to joining up he 

was working as an Engine Cleaner with the railways, he still single and 20 years of age when 

fronted at Liverpool. 

 

Private Rowan became part of the 11th re-enforcements for the 1st Battalion, his draft sailed aboard 

the troopship Themistocles on 5 October 1915.  Arriving in Egypt about a month later Alfred was 

not sent to the Gallipoli peninsula to join up with his battalion, instead he remained at a depot in 

Egypt until early in 1916. 

 

On 31 January 1916 Alfred was admitted to a hospital at Abbassia and it was not until early April 

that he was discharged to return to duty.  Alfred marched almost straight away in a military police 

training camp at Abbassia; here he joined several hundred other men as they were assessed for their 

suitability to be part of the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  At the completion of his training 

Alfred was sent with the bulk of the men to England aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

 

On 14 October 1916 Alfred was sent to France, after a short time at a depot he was 

attached to the 4th Divisional MMP.  Alfred had several stints in hospital over the next 

few months.  In late February 1917 he was detached for duty under the APM at Albert, Alfred spent 

two weeks at Albert and at the completion of that duty was attached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters 

detachment.   

 

On 14 March 1917 Alfred was attached for duty 

at the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound, he 

remained in this role for the remainder of 1917 

and most of 1918.  In late 1918 Alfred was 

briefly detached to the Safe Custody Compound 

(still in France).  In December 1918 Alfred was 

himself in trouble, being charged with being 

‘absent without leave whilst on guard duties.’ 

Alfred received 7 days FP (field punishment). 

 

It was not until late February 1919 that Alfred 

was sent back to England to prepare for a 

return to Australia.  Like many of his 4th 

Division MMP comrades Trooper Rowan 

would in fact be utilised in duties in the U.K. 

throughout much of 1919.  In Alfred’s case 

he remained in England well into 1920.   

 

The photo to the left shows a group of 

military policemen in relaxed poses at 

Tidworth most probably in early 1919 (not 

verified).  The figure with his hands on his 

knee, (which is raised), is known to be a soldier named Rowan, it is most probably Alfred as the 

only other two Rowans within the Australian Provost Corps were part of the Egyptian section of the 

corps.  (Brothers Joseph and John Rowan) 

 



Alfred’s willingness to remain in England would have no 

doubt related to his marriage on 14 June 1919, when he 

married Lily Taylor.  The pair were married at 

Hampstead; Lily was some five years older than Alfred.  

In 1919 Alfred was posted to Tidworth and later for duty 

at the Lewes Detention Barracks, Lewes (shown right) 

was a British prison that had been taken over by the 

Australian Provost Corps and was used to house some of 

the worst offenders within the AIF. 

 

In late February 1920 Alfred was posted to London as he 

continued to await a passage to Australia for he and Lily, 

the couple were finally granted that passage aboard the Zealandic on 27 March.  During the voyage 

Alfred took ill and was admitted overnight to the ship’s hospital ward.  The Zealandic arrived in 

Sydney on 15 May 1920; Alfred was not discharged from the AIF until 15 August 1920. 

 

 

 

436 TROOPER Henry SCOTT 

 
Henry Scott was born at Warrnambool in Victoria, he described 

himself as being 28 years of age and working as a groom when 

he stepped forward to enlist at Penshurst on 6 January 1915. 

Henry was allotted as a trooper (reinforcement) with the 13th 

Light Horse Regiment. Henry sailed with the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment when it embarked from Melbourne aboard the Vestalia 

on 26 June 1915 (the Vestalia is shown to the right from a later 

voyage). 

 

Trooper Scott joined the 13th Light Horse regiment on Gallipoli 

on 3 November 1915. Henry remained on the peninsula up until 

the final evacuation, he was with his regiment when it returned to 

Egypt on 8 January 1916.  

 

Henry’s regiment headed for France on 17 March 1916. On 7 July 1916 the light horsemen of the 

13th Light Horse were ‘taken on strength’ of the 1st Anzac Army Corps Light Horse Regiment. The 

regiment would serve on the Western Front, one of their primary tasking would be traffic control. 

 

On 21 December 1916 Henry was attached for duty as a MMP with the Headquarters 

of the 4th Division. Henry appears to have remained a MMP for just under 12 months. 

On 15 December 1917 he transferred back to the 13th Light Horse. 

 

It appears that several weeks later he was re-allotted to the 14th Battalion, he joined his new 

battalion in early January 1918. It appears that he then formally joined the 4th Divisional 

Headquarters, but not with the MMP. 

 

It’s unclear what Henry’s role was within the Headquarters, he remained in France up until late 

January 1919, when he returned to England to await a passage home to Australia. Henry Scott 

began his return to Australia aboard the Cluny Castle on 23 March 1919, he was discharged from 

the AIF on 21 July 1919. 

 



2804a CORPORAL Frank SHELLARD 
 

Frank Shellard was born at Elsternwick in Victoria, he was a little over 18 years of age when he 

stepped forward to enlist on 19 July 1915. Frank had to seek his mother, Margaret’s permission to 

enlist because he was under 21, Frank’s father had passed away several years earlier. On joining up 

Frank described himself as a dental mechanic, having been apprenticed to a Gardner Warmt (?) in 

Flinders Street, Melbourne, he also informed the recruiting clerk that he had been a cadet for many 

of his school years.  

 

Enlisting in Melbourne Private Shellard spent nearly three months at a depot battalion, on 12 

October he was allotted to the 6th reinforcements for the 22nd Battalion. That draft of men sailed for 

Egypt from Melbourne aboard the Ulysses, departing Melbourne on 27 October.  

 

Upon their arrival in Egypt Frank’s draft was sent to the 6th Training Battalion (Zeitoun) 

in late January 1916. Private Shellard was re-allotted to join the 57th Battalion (the AIF 

was expanding its battalion to accommodate the glut of fresh reinforcements and men 

returning from wounds or ill-heath following the Gallipoli campaign), he joined his new 

battalion at Tel-el-Kebir. However, after a month Frank was transferred to the 60th 

Battalion.  (colour patch shown left) 

 

The 60th Battalion moved to 

France aboard the Kinsfaun 

Castle in mid-June 1916, 

arriving at Marseilles in the 

south of France on 29 June. 

The battalion took part in an 

attack on Fromelles on 19 July 

1916, it was the first major 

battle fought by Australian 

troops on the Western Front. It 

was a feint designed to prevent 

the Germans reinforcing their 

troops on the Somme, where 

the Allies had launched a major 

offensive on 1 July. The ruse, however, was unsuccessful. 

Towards the evening of 19 July 1916, the Australian 5th and British 61st Divisions attempted to 

seize 4000 yards of front line centred on the ‘Sugar Loaf’. However, the British bombardment, 

which commenced on 16 July, had warned the Germans that an attack was likely. As the troops 

moved into position on 19 July, they were unaware that they were being watched by German 

observers a mile away. The Germans heavily shelled the assembly area and communications 

trenches, causing hundreds of Australian and British casualties before the attack even started. 

The following paragraphs were actually written for the Melbourne newspaper The Argus around 

1920, it gives a simple yet moving description of the 60th Battalion’s role in the battle.   

 

“The deployment of the 60th Battalion was attended by similar circumstances [to the other 

Australian battalions]. Heavy fire was encountered almost from the moment of its appearance over 

the parapet. Into this the troops pressed with the same steadiness as that displayed by the 59 th and 

with the same result [both battalions were all but decimated during their first actions on the 

Western Front]. The ranks, especially on the right, where they were most exposed to the Sugar 

Loaf, thinned rapidly; but the later waves followed on without hesitation or confusion.  



 On the left flank more headway was made. To halt in No Man’s Land 

in these circumstances was to court certain death, and Major McCrae 

(shown right) led his troops towards the enemy parapet. It was his last act of 

gallant leadership. Just at the enemy wire the enfilade fire from the Sugar 

Loaf became intense, and there, almost at his goal, he fell. His adjutant fell 

beside him, and there too, the greater part of the 60th Battalion melted away. 

Only on the extreme left were the enemy trenches entered by elements of the 

60th.  

 

 They appear to have had some 

temporary success, for they sent back a few 

prisoners; but, as the official report 

significantly states, ‘touch with them was 

subsequently lost.’ Thus on the entire front of 

the 15th [Australian] Brigade, within half an 

hour from the time of the assault, it was 

apparent that the 61st Imperial Division [the 

neighbouring British Division] had failed to 

take the Sugar Loaf strong post, which was its 

allotted task, and that it was beyond human 

power to cross so wide a No Man’s land in the 

face of the machine-gun fire that streamed 

continuously from it. By 6.30 pm the remnants 

of the two battalions [59th and 60th] were 

doggedly digging in as near to the enemy 

parapet as they could. Thirty-five out of 39 of 

the assaulting officers were already killed or 

wounded, and with them most of the N.C.O.’s. 

In the circumstances the survivors could only 

hold on determinedly to what they had won 

and await such further action as their trusted 

brigade commander [Brigadier General 

Pompey Elliott] might devise to meet the situation. “ 

 

The Argus concluded its article with this sobering reminder; “The total casualties among the 

Australians from noon on July 19 to noon on July 20 were 178 officers and 5,335 other ranks.” 

 

Private Frank Shellard received minor shrapnel wounds to his face during the fighting at Fromelles, 

he was evacuated back to Boulogne where he was admitted to the 13th General Hospital. On 24 July 

Frank was sent by hospital ship to England, here he was admitted to the 2nd Western General 

Hospital at Manchester. 

 

Despite his wounds being described as being slight, it was not until 2 November 1916 that he was 

released from hospital and granted two weeks furlo prior to reporting to No 1 Command Depot at 

Perham Downs. Frank remained at the Perham Downs Depot for the remainder of 1916 and up until 

early 1917. In late April 1917, he was medically graded as B1a, several weeks later he was re-

graded to A3. 

 

On 8 August 1917, rather than re-joining a fighting unit, Frank Shellard was sent to Bhurtpore 

Barracks at Tidworth, in order to see if he was suitable to serve as a military policeman. After 

several weeks, he was found suitable for the role, remaining posted to Tidworth. 

 



In early June 1918 Frank was one of several men warned out for service in France or Belgium, 

Colonel Williams (head of the corps) insisted, where possible, that his men rotated through service 

on or near the Western Front, if possible to serve with a Divisional MMP detachment. Trooper 

Shellard and several others crossed the English Channel on 8 June, to the Cavalry Base Depot at 

Rouen, here they awaited allocation to a unit. 

 

On 13 June Frank was detached for duty with the Australian Corps Headquarters MMP 

Detachment. This was often a temporary duty prior to being allotted to a specific unit, Colonel 

Smith was the APM in charge in France and Belgium, he supervised the men coming and going 

from England.  

 

On 11 August 1918 Frank was detached for duty to the Liaison Force, where he remained for just 

over a week. The Germans had been dealt a severe blow on 8 August 1918, indeed they referred to 

it as De Schwarz Tag (The Black Day), the allies, including the Australian forces had made 

significant ground against the Germans. The Liaison Force came together from the 13th Australian 

Infantry brigade (part of the 4th Division) and the 131st American Regiment, the Australian troops 

working alongside their American comrades.  

 

The size of the MMP detachment was probably 

similar to that attached to a normal infantry 

division, i.e.; twenty five men under the control 

of an APM, it was probable that the Americans 

supplied a similar number of men and probably 

several officers to assist as TCO’s (traffic 

control officers). Captain Reuben Penna (shown 

right) took control of the MMP element, he 

probably also had under his command a 

squadron of the 13th Light Horse to assist in traffic control and 

prisoner escorts.  

 

The Liaison Force was only in the line up until 19 August when it 

was relieved. However that week in the line the force was 

involved in several attacks and fierce artillery exchanges with the 

Germans, the Engineer elements were instrumental in building many bridges across the Somme 

River in order to exploit and continue the momentum of 8 August.    

 

At the completion of his Liaison Force duty (19 August) Frank was attached for duty 

with the 4th Australian Divisional Headquarters MMP Detachment, . At this time the 

detachment was being led by its APM, Major M. Jarvie. Trooper Shellard remained with the 4th 

Division up until early 1919. In December 1918, he drew the wrath of Major Jarvie, when he was 

absent from a ‘stables parade’, his APM found him guilty of the offence, Frank was given seven 

days of F.P. No 2 (Field Punishment). 

 

Frank obviously learnt from that incident and kept his nose clean, on 10 February he received his 

promotion to corporal. Four days later he was granted a period of U.K. leave. Towards the end of 

his leave (on 27 February) Frank was admitted to the 2nd Western General Hospital at Manchester.  

 

It was not until about a month later that Shellard returned to duty at Tidworth (not back in France). 

Frank remained posted to Tidworth, it was while posted to Tidworth that he married 26-year-old 

Mary Ward, Frank was by now 26 years of age. The couple married at Mary’s home town of 

Ashton-under-Lyne in Lancaster, Mary gave an address of 186 Oldham Road. Mary, like Frank, 

Mary recorded that her father (George) was deceased. 



Frank, like many other military policemen who had formed relationships in England, was happy to 

remain on duty in the U.K. throughout 1919. During that time, Frank was granted liberal periods of 

leave, in late August he and Mary were granted a passage to Australia, Frank was granted indefinite 

leave until then. 

 

It was not until early 

1920 that Frank and 

Mary finally gained 

passages to Australia 

aboard the Osterley. 

The couple 

disembarked in 

Victoria on 5 March 

1920, he was 

discharged from the 

AIF on 20 May. 

 

 

 

 

2720   TROOPER Alfred John Scott STARK 
 

Alfred Stark was born and bred in Scotland, and perhaps not surprisingly in July 1919 would marry 

there at the end of the war.  Alfred had moved to Australia as a young man, he described himself as 

being an explosive worker when he enlisted in July 1915, at that time he was living at Sunshine in 

Victoria and was 22 years of age, he was still single. 

 

Obviously Alfred had been in Victoria for quite a while, as he told the recruiting clerk that he had 

some three years’ service with the Victorian Scottish Regiment and a short time with the 52nd 

Infantry Regiment (also militia).  The remainder of Alfred’s family still lived in Canoustie, 

Scotland, his father, James, would pass away towards the end of the war. 

 

Alfred handed in his militia kit and became part of the 8th 

re-enforcements for the 5th Battalion, the portrait to the left 

was taken by the Darge Photographic Studios, most 

probably at the Broadmeadows Camp, as Alfred was 

training, the image is now held by the Australian War 

Memorial. Alfred was supposed to sail originally aboard 

the Suffolk in August 1915; instead for whatever reason he 

sailed later aboard the Star of Victoria. 

 

It’s unclear as to whether Private Stark actually reached 

the 5th Battalion, or if he was still at an Egyptian depot 

when he volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps in early 

April 1916.  Training to be a military policeman at a camp 

at Abbassia he would train alongside several other men 

who would also eventually serve with the 4th Division 

MMP, William Booler followed a similar course of 

service. 

 

 



Alfred was amongst a large contingent that at the end of their training were sent to 

England aboard the Tunisian in early 1916.  The Abbassia camp ceased its training 

and Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth would now become the focal point for training 

and operations for the Anzac Provost Corps in the U.K.  Alfred and William Booler were amongst a 

small group that was sent to France in late December 1916, the men were taken on strength as part 

of the 4th Division MMP on 19 January 1917.  Major Kensett was the Division’s APM at that time, 

Major Brown and then Major Jarvie later taking over those duties.  Trooper Stark would serve with 

the 4th Division throughout 1917, in early December he became eligible for two weeks leave back in 

the U.K. no doubt Alfred would have spent at least part of that time back in Scotland. 

 

Alfred was gassed on 26 May 1918, most probably somewhere near Glisy; the 4th Division MMP 

had suffered several deaths in early April and had lost their TCO (Traffic Control Officer), 

Lieutenant O. Hassam only days earlier.  Alfred was not too badly affected by the gas, but would be 

remain away from his unit until mid-May. 

 

By November 1918 Alfred was once again eligible for leave, which he again took in the U.K. 

Alfred rejoined his unit back in France at the completion of his leave.  In early December Alfred 

was promoted to corporal (Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal). 

 

Like many of his fellow MMP, Alfred remained overseas for much of 1919, in February he was 

posted back to England.  Alfred was granted a form of NME (non-military employment) leave in 

mid-April, but in Alfred’s case it was three months leave without pay – due to family reasons.   

 

Not surprisingly Alfred probably spent most of that leave in Scotland; presumably he may have 

secured some work during that period.  On 27 June 1919 Alfred Stark married Mary Dempster; the 

couple were married at ‘Home Farm’, at Baltyock (?) in Scotland.  It is confirmed by Alfred’s 

marriage certificate that he father was now deceased.  Both Alfred and Mary’s fathers had been 

rural workers in Scotland.  The couple gave an 

address of Canoustie in Scotland while Alfred was 

on leave. 

 

At the completion of his leave Alfred resumed duty 

with the Australian Provost Corps.  It was not until 

early November that Alfred and Mary were given a 

berth back to Victoria aboard the Osterley (shown 

right).  Alfred Stark was discharged from the AIF on 

5 January 1920. 

 

 

 

1655 TROOPER Bernard Clarence STOCKILL 

 
Bernard Stockill (not Stockhill as 

appears in his file) was born in the 

UK at Bridlington in Yorkshire in 

1896. Bernard’s father had 

remarried in 1894.  The family 

came to Australia around the turn 

of the century, the family settled in 

the Laidley area in Queensland.  

Bernard was part of a large family 

with 11 sons and a daughter. 



By 1915 Bernard was still living with his family in Queensland.  Bernard was 19 years of age and 

described himself as a stockman when he fronted to enlist on 4 August 1915.  Trooper Stockill was 

initially allotted as part of the 12th re-enforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  Bernard 

sailed for Egypt aboard the Suffolk (shown right) in November 1915.  

 

On 21 April 1916 Bernard was transferred to the 4th Division’s Cyclist unit, joining 

the unit at Serapeum a few days later.  A week later on 3 May Stockill was transferred 

to the 4th Division’s MMP, they were also at Serapeum. 

Trooper Stockill sailed 

with his unit for the 

western front aboard the 

Kinsfaun Castle (shown 

left), departing 

Alexandria on 2 June 

1916.  The troopship 

arrived in Southern 

France on 5 June.  

 

Bernard was promoted to 

the rank of corporal (acting) on 2 July 1916, the following day he was detached for duty with the 

15th Infantry Brigade Headquarters.  Corporal Stockill appears to have remained a MMP for the 

next few months. 

 

On 17 October 1916 Bernard was formally transferred to the 12th Australian Infantry Brigade 

Headquarters.  With his transfer Bernard reverted to his substantive rank of private.  In early 

November Private Stockhill appears to have joined the 47th Battalion. 

 

Stockill was struck down with pleurisy in early February 1917, he was on his way back to England 

on 10 February.  Bernard was admitted to a hospital in London.  When fit enough on 2 April 

Bernard was granted furlough, he was ordered to return to duty at a Perham Downs Depot on 16 

April. 

 

With the formation of two new Australian Infantry Brigade occurring (the 16th and 17th Brigade) 

Bernard was transferred to Wareham to the Windmill Hill Camp on 25 April 1917.  Bernard was 

allotted to the newly forming 69th Battalion (part of the 16th Brigade). 

 

The lack of re-enforcements coming from Australia and with the 

brigades on the Western Front requiring large numbers of re-

enforcement the formation of the new brigades was cancelled.  The 

men already at Wareham were simply re-allotted, most back to 

their original units on the Western Front, those fresh arrivals 

(without previous units) were sent to battalions that badly needed 

men.  

 

Bernard was training at Hurdcott towards the end of August 1917 

when he was formally transferred back to the 47th Battalion.  Only 

days earlier he had received 7 days CB (confined to barracks) after 

going AWL for two days.  From Hurdcott Stockhill was transferred 

to Codford prior to returning to France.  

 

 

 



On 30 January 1918 Private Stockill returned to France.  On 9 February Bernard joined the 47 th 

Battalion, ten days later he was sent on course to the 4th Division’s Signal School.  Bernard appears 

to have spent the better part of a month on course. 

 

Private Stockill was slightly wounded (shrapnel?) on 5 April while his battalion was in the vicinity 

of Albert? (not verified).  Bernard’s wound was not serious and he remained in France for his 

treatment, he rejoined the 47th Battalion on 1 June 1918. 

 

On 3 June Stockill transferred to the 45th Battalion.  The 45th Battalion was a sister battalion of the 

47th and was also part of the 12th Australian Infantry Brigade.  Bernard was with the 45th Battalion 

when he was gassed on 18 September 1918, at this time the battalion was at ____ 

 

After initial treatment at Rouen Bernard was evacuated to England.  In London Bernard was 

admitted to the 1st Southern General Military Hospital.  Bernard was fit enough to be granted 

furlough on 8 October, he was ordered to return to duty at a depot at Weymouth on 23 October. 

 

Bernard took his leave in Scotland and it would appear that he most probably married Robina Barrie 

on 14 October 1918 (his file shows a certificate stating 14.8.1918, Bernard at that time was with his 

battalion in France).  Bernard and Robina married in Edinburgh, Robina described herself as a 19 

year old munitions worker. 

 

Towards the end of his leave in Edinburgh Bernard had to be admitted to the 2nd Scottish General 

Hospital, suffering, like so many others from the flu.  On 1 November Bernard was fit enough to be 

transferred back to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.  

 

Bernard was sent to a depot at Weymouth and was still at that depot when peace was declared (11 

November 1918).  The following day he was transferred to Sutton Veny.  Bernard went AWL from 

Sutton Veny on 26 February 1919 and remained absent up until 12 March, when he was 

apprehended by the military police in London.  

 

Stockill forfeited a total of 29 days’ pay and was under arrest for five days waiting for his matter to 

be heard.  Bernard didn’t return to France, he remained in England until early July 1919. 

 

Private Bernard Stockill began 

his return to Australia on 3 July, 

he did so aboard the Zealandic.  

Presumably Robina was also 

given a berth to Australia and 

when Bernard failed to report for 

guard duty aboard the troopship 

on 31 July he was charged and 

docked 4 days’ pay. The 

Zealandic arrived at Brisbane on 

23 August, Bernard Clarence 

Stockill was discharged from the 

AIF on 19 October 1919. 

 

The Queensland electoral rolls show that Bernard and Robina lived in Queensland after the war, the 

couple had five children; David, Harold, Christiana, Betty and Robina (Betty died when 17months 

old).  The state’s electoral rolls show the family living in Avondale, Queen’s Beach, Shorncliffe, 

Yandina, Mooloolah and finally Maroochydore, Bernard described himself as a farmer while at 

Yandina. 



1199 Sergeant James TWEEDIE 
 
Jim and Jack Tweedie, having served in South Africa during the Boer War once again stepped 

forward to enlist a few weeks after the declaration of war against Germany in August 1914, both 

men appear to have joined up on 15 September (possible Jim a day or two later), Jim enlisted at 

Echuca, Jack at Melbourne.  Jim had been working at Mathoura on the Gulpha Estate for George 

Howat, Jim was well liked within in the district. 

 

The brothers came together at the Broadmeadows Camp and were obviously alongside each other in 

the line when allotted to C Squadron with the 8th Light Horse Regiment, Jim’s regimental number 

was 1199, Jack’s was 1200.  The pair appear to have become part of C Troop within C Squadron. 

Jim and Jack both declared their South African service, Jim had in fact carried out two tours with 

Victorian contingents, Jim was by now nearly 42 years of age, Jack 37, both men declared they 

were still single. The pair both listed their mother, Elizabeth, once again as there next-of-kin. 

 

Jim was almost immediately granted his corporal stripes and was in fact most probably wearing the 

rank of sergeant (acting); John became a trooper with the regiment. The pair only remained with the 

8th Light Horse Regiment for a little over a month.  

 

With the formation of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade on 1 November 1914 Jim transferred to 

that headquarters as a sergeant to take charge of the Military Police for the brigade.  Jack followed 

his brother a little over a week later on 11 November. Presumably the following photo (AWM 

DAOD0547) was taken within the next few weeks as the brigade prepared to sail for Egypt, Jim is 

the sergeant with light breeches 

Unfortunately I have not seen a specific list of the military police of the 4 th Brigades Headquarters 

and cannot name any of the other men in the photo, (other than Jim and Jack).  The 4th Australian 

Infantry Brigade was comprised of the 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th Battalions; it was to be commanded 

by Colonel John Monash. 

 

 



Members of the Brigade Headquarters helped prepare for the 4th Brigades’ assembling at the 

Victorian Broadmeadows Camp.  Monash (shown above from later in the war) had been appointed 

‘War Censor’ at the outbreak of the war, with his appointment to command the 4 th Australian 

Infantry Brigade he was kept busy sending numerous telegrams to the various headquarters of the 

battalions, as they sought out good officers to help lead the battalion.  Logistically it was a huge 

effort simply to co-ordinate the move of all battalions to the Broadmeadows Camp.  

  

Lieutenant Colonel R.J. Courtenay (?) would lead the home state Victorian 14th Battalion, the New 

South Wales 13th Battalion was led by Lieutenant Colonel Burnage.  Lieutenant Colonel J. Cannan 

was in charge of the 15th Battalion (Queensland and Tasmania) and Lieutenant Pope had command 

of the 16th Battalion (South Australia and Western Australia).  The battalion’s came together in their 

home states, training as they prepared to come together towards the end of November. 

 

The 4th Australian Infantry Brigade forms 

 
The Leader (Melbourne) on 28 November 1914 gives a good description of the 4th Brigade coming 

together;  

 “The concentration of troops at Broadmeadows camp has begun.  The first arrivals - a 

contingent of 300 men from Tasmania reached Melbourne on Sunday evening.  On Monday the 

South Australian infantry (part of the 16th Battalion) arrived.  They will be followed by the New 

South Wales troops and the South Australian Light Horse.  The Western Australian troops are 

already on the water, journeying towards Victoria, while the Queensland contingent will leave 

Brisbane on Thursday, reaching Melbourne late on Friday or early on Saturday morning.  Before 

the end of the week over 9000 men will be encamped on the Keilor Plains.  Immediately 

concentration operations are completed brigade training will start. 

  

 Every State in the Commonwealth is now represented at Broadmeadows camp.  

Concentration of the troops is proceeding rapidly, and the process is expected to be in a state 

nearing completion by the end of the week.  The whole of the New South Wales infantry battalion is 

now under canvas, the men having arrived in two special trains on Tuesday afternoon.  Their entry 

in two sections was a demonstrative one.  It was an ordinary march in full order, as far as the men 

themselves were concerned, but the reception accorded them as they came in, first by the 

‘reinforcements’, which include men from each State, and then by the South Australians and the 

Victorians, was a stirring one.  The Tasmanians were away at work at the time, hence their non-

participation in the welcome to their brothers in arms.  The New South Wales men were headed by 

the band of the 14th battalion (Victoria) which met them at the station.  The route of the march 

inside the camp was lined with soldiers from the other States, who cheered enthusiastically and 

continuously as the new arrivals went by in the direction of the site pegged out for them to the east 

of the spot now occupied by the 

Victorian Battalion.  The first of 

the several train loads of South 

Australian Light Horsemen 

reached Broadmeadows shortly 

before tea time, and the second 

and last batch of the 13th 

battalion arrived from Sydney 

direct a little while later.  Late 

last night the second lot of South 

Australians reached camp, and 

another train was expected early 

this morning. 

 



 An advance party of the 13th (New South Wales) battalion put in an appearance at 4 a.m. on 

Tuesday, an hour before the scheduled time, but the trains which arrived subsequently were 

considerably behind time.  The advance party had lines pegged out for the main body when it 

arrived, but tents had to be pitched last night.  The tents used by the 13th battalion are fitted with 

flies, like those of the Queenslanders, and they are greatly appreciated in wet and hot weather. 

  

The New South Wales battalion is now complete, and so is the Victorian.  The Tasmanian 

unit is awaiting the arrival of the men from Queensland to make up the 15th battalion, and the South 

Australian infantry, now encamped, together with the Western Australians on the water, will 

comprise the 16th battalion.  When all the men are on the field brigade work under Colonel Monash 

will be entered into.  

 

Already there is a strong current of rivalry between the men.  The South Australians claim 

to be and are credited with being a ‘crack’ lot and men from the other States are anxious to pit 

themselves against them in shooting or marching exploits.  The small army from Tasmania, with 

excellent shooting records, is keen for a contest ‘with the best of them,’ while of course the 

Victorians adopt the attitude of being the possessors of a military status to be aspired to by the 

other States. 

 

The various battalions are camped on the same positions as those occupied by the first 

Imperial force.  The 14th battalion shifted its quarters on Sunday from a position next to the depot, 

to a spot up the hill, immediately opposite headquarters.  The New South Wales (13th) battalion is 

on the extreme east of the area to be occupied by the full brigade, and the others are in their 

numerical order.  The South Australians on Tuesday went through a little field work, but a good 

deal of time was spent in arranging details of the camp.  The Tasmanians also were out, and 

performed musketry exercises, marching in extended order and other field evolutions.  All of the 

visitors have struck early root in the new soil, and are rapidly adapting themselves to their new 

surroundings and conditions. 

  

A day in camp lines was spent by the Victorians on Tuesday.  Clothing was issued and 

equipment was marked.  The complete uniforms for the men have not yet come to hand, but all 

underclothing was distributed.  The articles allotted to each man comprise a razor, pair of braces, 

sewing kit, two abdominal belts for use in the tropics, two singlets, two pairs of drawers, three pairs 

of socks, sweater, cap, comforter, hair brush, tooth brush, comb, bachelor buttons, kit bag, towels, 

soap and a pair of boots.  Each man is regarded by the authorities as being naked, and they cater 

for him accordingly.  The Salvation Army has given the men an opportunity to dispose of their own 

clothes if they have no wish to bequeath them to their relatives.  There is a tent on the ground, and 

the clothes are collected there for the benefit of the poor.  

 

On Tuesday night the 14th battalion was taken out for night outpost duty.  The big 

concentration of troops at Broadmeadows camp, which began on Sunday, continued throughout 

Wednesday.  The first arrivals were a company of Western Australians (part of the 16th Battalion), 

who arrived in Melbourne early in the morning on board the steamer Dimboola.  Six companies of 

Queensland troops, which left for Victoria on Monday, were due to arrive at Broadmeadows on 

Wednesday.  These troops, together with the Tasmanians already in camp, make up the 15th 

Battalion.” 

 

With such a large number of troops at the Broadmeadows Camp the camp was stretched to its 

limits, some improvements to the camp had been made over the previous few months, however the 

supply of enough water was a big problem.  Tired men returning from a long march or hard training 

could not rely on sufficient water to clean themselves up, similarly sometimes the men had little 

water to carry out their laundry, even the camp cooks were hindered by a lack of water.  



Monash was not happy with the situation, nor was he happy about the sanitary state of some of the 

infantry lines and the horse lines of the Light Horse, Monash himself authorised the purchase of 

brooms and wheelbarrows to overcome some of the issues (six barrows were issued to each 

battalion). 

 

Monash began organising Brigade Tactical Exercises, the first appears to have been held on the 1st 

and 2nd of December.  Monash detailed two forces, ‘Brown Force’ and ‘White Force’, each man 

was issued with 20 rounds of blank rounds for the exercise.  Several of the senior officers were 

appointed as Umpires, to assess the actions and effectiveness of both forces.  On the 14th and 15th of 

December a large exercise took place, the ‘White Army’ was based in Melbourne itself (notionally), 

the ‘Brown Army’ was based at Broadmeadows.  The Brown Army consisted of one squadron of 

the 9th Light Horse and the 13th and 16th Battalions, the ‘fighting’ took place at Craigieburn, near the 

Sydney Road. 

 

Preparations were now well underway for the upcoming departure of the 2nd Convoy from Australia 

and New Zealand, the departure date aimed for being 22 December 1914.  A march into the centre 

of Melbourne was organised for 17 December to farewell the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade. 

 

Monash laid out a timetable for the day that saw the brigade begin to march out of the 

Broadmeadows camp at 9 am on 17 December, marching down the Sydney Road to Royal Park.   

 

March into Melbourne City 

 
Royal Park was some two and a half miles from the centre of the city and was the perfect assembly 

area.  Royal Park was already being utilised in recruiting and training men, the entire park was 

initially 2,500 acres but by the outbreak of war had shrunk to about 450 acres in size. 

 

Early in the morning large crowds began gathering at Parliament House, which is located in Spring 

Street in the centre of Melbourne city, onlookers estimated that the crowds were even larger than 

when the 1st Contingent of the AIF had sailed.  Just before noon Sir Ronald and Lady Helen 

Ferguson and Sir Arthur Stanley arrived, the Governor General arrived by motor van and was 

wearing a khaki uniform, he was welcomed by Admiral William Creswell, Senator Pearce and 

Colonel Wallace, the State’s Commandant.  The Prime Minister, Mr Fisher and his wife were also 

on the diesis. 

  

The Australasian (Melbourne) dated 26 December, gives a good description of the march into the 

City of Melbourne on17 December. 

 

 ……” A moment more and a number of white-

helmeted police wheeled round from the top of Collins 

Street; behind them came a drab-lined group of mounted 

officers, and a growing rattle of clapping announced the 

approach of the troops. 

 

 A swaying brown column, they wheeled into sight, 

their fixed bayonets flashing over their heads like tongues 

of livid flame, arms and legs swinging together with 

automatic precision.  First rode a little group of horsemen 

– Brigade Major Colonel McGlinn, with Staff Captain 

Jess at his side.  Then came the Brigadier, Colonel 

Monash, followed by three tanned Light Horsemen, 

statuesque in their saddles.” 



The three ‘Light Horsemen’ were probably three of Sergeant Tweedie’s MMP, who were close 

behind him.  I say this as in Monash’s original order of march the military police were in fact to 

lead the march, a simple stroke of the pen saw them moved to march directly behind Colonel 

Monash, this would seem to be  consistent with the Leader’s description.   

On all sides it was admitted that the appearance of Australia’s Second Expeditionary Force 

was thoroughly good.  Seen after the march, Sir Ronald Ferguson said; “The men were quite as 

good a force as those in the First Contingent.  They make a fine looking brigade, and appear to be 

just of the right age.  I was very pleased with the march past, and the steadiness of the men.” 

“I was well pleased with the display.” Said Senator Pearce, Minister of Defence. “The men 

looked like athletes at the very top of their fitness.  The spring in their step, and their demeanour, 

showed that they will be worthy representatives of Australia.” 

 

Mr Fisher, Prime Minister, stated that he was delighted with the parade.  The men improved 

as they went along.  At that rate there was no saying what they would be in the future.  Similar 

sentiments were expressed by the State Governor and others, and the public generally certainly 

endorsed this verdict. 

 

The men then marched along Elizabeth Street and Flemington Road to return to Royal Park.  While 

the brigade had paraded the camp cooks had prepared hot tea and a meal.  The men were allowed a 

break following the march, friends and family were allowed to mingle with the men, many having 

brought along picnic lunches. 

 

It would be interesting to know if Colonel Courtney had been reprimanded for getting the 14th  

Battalion to roll up their sleeves, Colonel Monash’s initial orders stated all troops were to have their 

sleeves rolled down.  The men were allowed to socialise up until 3pm, that’s when the brigade 

began its return to the Broadmeadows Camp, which was finally reached some three hours later.  

The march had gone smoothly, with no accidents occurring to civilians or soldiers.  However the 

men were weary and many had sore feet for a few days to come. 

 

Over the next few days preparations continued for the upcoming departure of the 2nd Convoy of 

Australian and New Zealand troops.  On the night of 21 December heavy rain fell and the brigade 

marched out of the Broadmeadows Camp through heavy mud to trains that would take the brigade 

to the Port of Melbourne, the train trip to the ships was marked by enthusiastic crowds along the 

way.  Although a guard and police were placed at the wharf the crowd broke down the barriers as 

the men embarked, after arriving about 11 am it was not until 6 pm that the Ulysses was actually 

ready to sail. 

 

The Ulysses (shown right) sailed 

with fifteen other Australian 

troopships, as well as three New 

Zealand vessels carrying their men.  

Most of Brigade Headquarters were 

aboard the Ulysses, as well the bulk 

of the 13th and 14th Battalion were 

aboard, the Ulysses was carrying 

just over 2000 men. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The send-off of the Ulysses is shown above, possibly Elizabeth and others from the Tweedie family 

had come to see Jim and Jack off?  The passage from Melbourne to Albany was negotiated in fine 

weather, allowing the men to get their sea legs for the remainder of the voyage.  Quite a few men 

were offloaded at Albany, some due to ill-health, some due to failing to take an inoculation and 

subsequent being disciplined over this failure to do so.  Some soldiers were simply deemed 

unsuitable to be soldiers and were discharged and offloaded to be returned to their home states. 

  

The Ulysses became the flagship of the convoy, it had arrived off Albany on 28 December 1914, it 

sailed early on the morning of 31 December.  The troopship arrived at Colombo on 13 January 

1915, during the voyage guards and various duties continued, the ship had an officer of the day 

(three officer doing the 24 hour rotation), a quarter guard helped keep order.  The provost sergeants 

and their military police helped enforce discipline on the troopship, Sergeant Tweedie and his MMP 

helped with discipline, likewise the two battalion provost sergeants and their military policemen of 

the 13th and 14th Battalions’ helped control the two battalions.  

 

Once again a number of men had to be offloaded at Colombo due to ill-health, several men had died 

during the voyage and were buried at sea.  The men unfortunately having to repeat this scene 

several times.  On 23 January the Ulysses anchored several miles off Aden, and Suez was reached 

on 28 January, from there to Port Said and then towards Alexandria. 

 

The Ulysses, Themistocles and Borda were the first troopships in the convoy to arrive at 

Alexandria, arriving around noon on 31 January 1915.  The Suevic, Persic, Ceramic, Port 

Melbourne, Ayrshire and Vestalia, Vendalla and several other vessels arrived on 1 February.  Three 

more troopships arrived a day or so later. 



The 4th Brigade entrained from Alexandria to Heliopolis, from there the men had to endure a 

tiresome two mile march across the desert, the men suffering badly due to still having sea-legs.  The 

men marched to the Aerodrome Camp, a short distance from Heliopolis.   

 

 

Heliopolis was a small town on the irrigated fringe of the desert, about five miles south-east of 

Cairo.  The town’s main focal point was the extravagant Palace Hotel, it was intended to make 

Heliopolis into a ‘Monte Carlo’ type destination.  During the war the hotel was occupied as a 

hospital, for most of that time as an Australian military hospital. 

 

Shown below are the tent lines of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade at the Aerodrome Camp. 

With the experience of the 1st Convoy of Australian and New Zealand troops already in Egypt, the 

2nd Convoy men were given a multitude of booklets and information about Cairo and its surrounds.   

 



One of the first booklets given to the men included a list of the places that were out of bounds to all 

members of the AIF.  Hatoun’s store in Mousky Street, Cairo, produced a handy booklet for 

distribution to all the visiting troops, not surprisingly the readers were encouraged to shop at his 

store in Cairo. 

 

At Heliopolis the 4th Brigade became part of the New Zealand and Australian Division.  The 

elements of the division were drawn from the New Zealand Infantry Brigade, New Zealand 

Mounted Rifle Brigade, First Australian Light Horse Brigade and the Australian 4th Infantry 

Brigade, as part of Brigade Headquarters Sergeant Tweedie and his men helped with discipline 

within the Aerodrome camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monash set about returning the 4th Brigade to battle readiness – on 17 and 18 February he held a 

Brigade Tactical Exercise similar to those held in Australia in early December 1914.  Monash 

ordered that ‘White Force will wear Peaked Caps’ and that the ‘Brown Force will wear Slouch 

Hats.’  Colonel Monash was the Umpire in Chief, each man was issued 15 rounds of blank 

ammunition for the exercise. 

 

Another exercise occurred on the 23rd and 24th of February, on this occasion the White Force 

Battalion (the enemy) was to be the 15th Battalion.  Colonel Monash was once again Umpire in 

Chief.  Monash’s notes from the end of February show that he was critical of several points of the 

exercises, he was not impressed by the poor logistical support that accompanied the fighting men. 

 

On 26 February a Divisional Exercise was held with the 4th Brigade’s Battalions and Light Horse 

elements being involved.  Within the New Zealand and Australian Division Colonel E.E. Bowler 

was the APM (Assistant provost Marshall), he was part of the New Zealand Forces, as APM he had 

some control of all the military police elements of the division. 

 

Tragedy struck Jim and Jack’s family back in Australia in early March 1915, when their younger 

brother David was found dead in the Northern territory.   Presumably their mother, Elizabeth, took 

her son’s death hard, it’s unclear how long it would have taken for his brothers to have learnt of 

David’s death. 

 

Training continued throughout March and word of the upcoming operations began to filter through 

to the men.  Towards the end of March 1915 the Australian units were authorised to wear colour 

patches on their upper sleeves, initially the men also tried to adopt the patch for their headdress, this 

practice was soon banned by Headquarters.  The colour patches of the four battalion’s from the 

brigade are shown below. 

 

In early April 1915 orders were given that an Infantry Base Depot was to be established at 

Alexandria.  Alexandria would be the port from which the bulk of the troopships would leave to sail 

for the upcoming Dardanelles campaign.  Personnel from the New Zealand and Australian Division 

were detailed to staff the depot at Alexandria.  It is likely that Sergeant Jim Tweedie and at least 

some (if not all?) of his men were posted to the Alexandria Depot. 

 



The 4th Brigade Headquarters sailed from Alexandria aboard the Seangchoon, Colonel Monash was 

also aboard that vessel, the Seangchoon sailed on 13 April 1915.  Sergeant Jim Tweedie however 

remained in Alexandria on duty, it appears that Jack Tweedie had most probably taken command of 

the 4th Brigade MMP and presumably was promoted to acting sergeant to do so.   The Seangchoon 

was heading with the other troopships to Lemnos Island where a staging area was being established 

within Mudros harbour.  

 

The scene within the harbour became chaotic with troopships and warships coming and going.  

While at Mudros the brigades were rotated in practicing landings, the 4th Brigade practiced one of 

its landings at Talikna Beach on Lemnos on 19 April 1915.  

 

Colonel Bowler, the APM for the NZ & Australian Division, was also given the role to act as one of 

four Assistant Military Landing Officers that were designated to help keep control during the 

landing.  Bowler’s responsibilities on 25 April 1915 would not begin until later on in the day.  That 

was because the 1st Australian Infantry Division was to be the first to land, landing before dawn and 

right up until noon.  

 

Some units of the New Zealand & Australian Division were able to get ashore around midday, 

however by now the small lighters having delivered the men to the beaches were now engaged in 

evacuating the huge number of wounded men back to makeshift hospital ships.  It was not until 

about 1600 hours (4 pm) before the lighters once again began to bring fresh troops ashore, now 

ferrying the troops of the New Zealand & Australian Division.  

 

Many of the troops of the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade did not land until the evening, some from 

the division were still coming ashore on the morning of 26 April.  The New Zealand & Australian 

Division’s battalions were swiftly drawn into the chaotic fighting on the left (to the north) of the 

landing area.  The first to enter the battle were the Auckland and Canterbury Battalions, which 

joined the fighting on the Baby 700 feature around midday on the first day.  

    

The New Zealanders took up positions along Walker’s Ridge which formed the extreme left flank 

of the landing area.  The Australian 4th Brigade, which landed last. Was sent to fill the gap between 

the left and right flanks of the Anzac perimeter, this required holding positions across the head of 

what became known as Monash Valley.  By the end of the 

first days fighting the 1st Aust Division was holding the 

right and centre, the NZ & Aust Division was holding the 

left flank.  

 

The illustration (right) shows the valleys leading up to 

Baby 700, despite much savage fighting the Australian and 

New Zealanders were unable to hang on to Baby 700 and 

were forced to retire. The names shown are the officers that 

lead some of the furthest advances made by the 

Australians. 

 

Jack Tweedie would remain on Anzac Cove throughout the 

remainder of 1915, his file does show an entry simply 

written as ‘defective teeth’ and indicating the Dardanelles, 

but no specific date is given.  The entry appears to have been made upon the troopship Minnewaska, 

it’s not indicated as to whether he received treatment about the vessel, or if the ship took him back 

to Mudros for treatment.  

 



Back in Alexandria Sergeant Jim Tweedie should have been safe, perhaps his age (he was now 42) 

had been a factor in stopping him being sent to Gallipoli, maybe it was the need for good military 

police to man Alexandria, which had once again become a busy and important port.  Unfortunately 

on 22 July 1915 Jim was admitted to the 17th General Hospital at Alexandria (shown below), his 

condition listed as being pneumonia. 

 

The medical notes from the hospital dated 23 July show that Jim’s condition was initially recorded 

as ‘fair’.  However on the 24th his condition deteriorated, his notes adding that he was in some pain 

and vomiting badly.  

 

 During the early morning of 25 July the Orderly Officer (doctor) was called to Jim’s bedside, his 

breathing was bad and his condition was described as being 

‘much worse’.  The following medical note simply recorded that 

at ‘12 noon – Died. 

 

 The results of the post mortem follow in Jim’s medical notes, 

they recorded that his heart had been healthy, but that his ‘liver 

and spleen were much congested.’  Jim Tweedie’s cause of death 

was recorded by the British doctor, Lieutenant Darrant (?) as 

Chronic Pneumonia and Chronic Nephritis. 

 

Sergeant Jim Tweedie was laid to rest in the nearby Chatby War 

Memorial Cemetery; his grave is shown (Courtesy of the 

Stratford and District Historical Society; Linda Barraclough).  

Chatby was a district on the eastern side of Alexandria, where the 

17th General Hospital was located, the cemetery (also referred to 

as the Garrison Cemetery) was nearby.  (The cemetery was used 

for burials up until April 1916). 

 

Jack Tweedie continues to serve.  
 

It’s unclear when Jack would have received news of Jim’s death; he continued to serve with the 4th 

Brigade Headquarters as a MMP and had most probably taken over the role of Sergeant in Charge 

(acting) when Jim had remained in Egypt.  Towards the end of the Gallipoli campaign Sergeant 

Jack Tweedie and his Brigade military police would have started to come under the command of the 

Australian Divisional APM’s as the military police were better utilised on the peninsula. 

 

The 4th Brigade was involved in the last major battle on Anzac Cove, the Battle for Hill 60 was 

launched on the afternoon of 21 August when men from the 13th and 14th Battalion together with the 

some of the men from the 5th Battalion of the Connaught Rangers.  This first assault saw most of the 

infantry decimated. 

 

On 22 August the attack was reinforced by the 18th Battalion from the newly arrived Australian 2nd 

Division.  The 18th Battalion fared no better and also suffered heavy casualties.  A final assault was 

launched on 27 August, limited success was achieved on 28 August, but throughout the fighting 

Hill 60 remained in Turkish hands. 

 
The photo (below) shows the 4th Infantry Brigade Headquarters on the slopes of Hay Valley at Sari 

Bari, the date of the photo is probably October 1915.  There are numerous small dugouts also of the 

far slope, appearing as small black dots in the photo.  Sergeant Jack Tweedie and his MMP would 

probably have still been located with their Brigade headquarters in this vicinity.  



 

All the elements of military 

police on Gallipoli were 

utilised in helping co-

ordinate the evacuation of 

the peninsula in mid-

December 1915, the police 

performing well in their 

duties. 

 

The 4th Infantry Brigade 

returned to Egypt 

(Alexandria) on 1 January 

1916, from there the brigade 

entrained to Moascar and 

then route marched to Ismailia where it established camp.  On 24 January 1916 Jack Tweedie was 

formally transferred to the 1st Anzac Headquarters as a Divisional MMP, with his transfer he 

reverted to his substantive rank of corporal. 

 

Corporal Tweedie sailed for the Western 

Front with the 1st Anzac Headquarters 

MMP element aboard the Transylvania on 

29 March 1916, arriving five days later at 

Marseilles. 

 

On 26 July 1916 Jack was transferred to the 4th Division’s MMP Detachment.  At the 

start of August Jack was promoted to sergeant (once again).  On 16 September 

Sergeant Tweedie was formally absorbed (as were all the AIF’s Divisional MMP) into the Anzac 

Provost Corps. 

 

However on 9 October Jack attended the 1st Field Ambulance, he was simply recorded as suffering 

‘Deafness.’  Tweedie received treatment for about a week at a casualty clearing station, before 

being sent back to Wimereux, the following day (19 October) he was on his way to Boulogne, from 

where he crossed the channel to England. 

 

In England Jack was admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital.  A more formal diagnosis of Otitis 

Media (inflammation of the inner ear) saw Jack receiving treatment for a little over a month; he was 

medically downgrade (at that time) to B1A. 

 

On 29 November 1916 Jack was discharged from hospital and given two week’s furlough prior to 

marching into No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  After two weeks Jack was posted to a 

Brigade Headquarters depot, still at Perham Downs.  This was a drafting depot that prepared men 

for a return to the Western Front.  Jack remained at Perham Downs up until early April 1917 

. 

On 5 April Jack marched back into No 1 Command Depot, having been medically downgraded to 

C1.  Two days later Jack was transferred to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  No 2 Command 

Depot was a camp that toughened the men and prepared them for a return to a unit, the men were 

regularly medically checked and if not fit to return to active duty downgraded appropriately. 

   

 

 



That was the case with Jack, he was further downgraded to C3, and this meant that he was now 

earmarked for a return to Australia, his file was marked that he was suitable for home service back 

in Australia.  Jack Tweedie boarded the Runic (shown below) at Devonport (U.K.) on 4 May 1917, 

his return to Australia recorded as being due to ‘Deafness and Senility.’ 

 

John Anderson (Jack) Tweedie 

was discharged in Victoria on 

21 August 1917, he didn’t 

undertake any further military 

service.  Jack Tweedie died at 

Surrey Hills in Victoria in 

1958. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2104   CORPORAL Norman WALLACE 
 

Norman Wallace hailed from Williamstown in Victoria, here he had been working as a shipwright 

with the Melbourne Steamship Company. Norman was 24 years of age, still single, when he 

enlisted on 22 June 1915. Joining up in Victoria Norman was sent to the Broadmeadows Camp 

where he became part of the 3rd reinforcements for the 21st Battalion. 

 

Private Wallace’s draft sailed for Egypt aboard the Anchises, departing the Port of Melbourne on 26 

August 1915. After a short time in Egypt Norman (and most of his draft?) joined the 23rd Battalion 

on the Gallipoli peninsula on 12 October 1915. Mid-December (only days short of the final 

evacuation) saw Norman evacuated from the peninsula due to ill-health. Diagnosed as suffering 

neurasthenia, Norman spent the next few months in and out of hospital. 

 

Norman was probably still in hospital when the call went out for volunteers for the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps (early April 1916). Most of the men started their training on 3 April, Norman 

arrived at Abbassia on 18 April. Wallace became part of the contingent that headed to England 

aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

 

This contingent initially set up in the Parkhouse Camp, but after several weeks the men were re-

located to more permanent billets at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. Bhurtpore Barracks would 

become the main Australian military police depot in the UK. Tidworth is shown below. 

 

 



Norman only remained in England for around two months, on 12 October 1916 he crossed the 

English Channel to join a MMP detachment with one of the fighting divisions. After a few days at 

the Etaples Depot he joined the 4th Divisional MMP. 

 

It was not until 12 September that the MMP of the divisions were formally absorbed into the Anzac 

Provost Corps (Norman already was part of the corps). Norman continued to serve with the 4th 

Divisional MMP throughout the war. 

 

Norman’s file shows that he was wounded in action (by shrapnel) on 25 April 1918, initially he 

remained on duty, but on 30 April he was evacuated to hospital suffering pyrexia/fever. Norman 

remained in France for his treatment (Camiers) and by 10 June 1918 was back with his unit. 

 

On Armistice Day (11 November 1918) Norman was heading for leave in the UK. On 10 February 

1919 he was promoted to corporal (ER 2nd Cpl). With the winding down of troops in France on 23 

April 1919 Corporal Wallace was detached for duty at Le Havre.   

 

It was not until early September that Norman returned to Bhurtpore Barracks as he prepared for his 

own return to Australia. Norman took several periods of leave while in England and returned to 

duty for a time at Warwick Square (the London Detachment). Finally on 19 June 1920 Norman was 

given a berth aboard the Bahio Castillo. Norman Wallace was discharged from the AIF at 

Melbourne on 17 September 1920. 

 

 

 

541   CORPORAL William Henry WINSTANLEY     M.M. 
 

William Winstanley hailed from Victoria, he was the son of Alfred and Emily Winstanley, he 

described himself as a 30 year old ‘motorman’, when he enlisted on 1 January 1915.  William stated 

that he was married, giving his wife’s details as Fanny Elizabeth Winstanley, Fanny gave an 

address in Windsor (Victoria) while her husband was away.  The couple had married in February 

1907 and by the time William left for war they had four children, Beryl, Thelma, Emily and Jack.  

 

It would appear that while William was away Fanny hooked up with a money-lender named Harry 

James, William’s file has a small notation indicating wife desertion and subsequently upon his 

return from overseas William formally divorced Fanny.  Two of William’s younger brothers would 

also serve in the AIF, Norman with the 4th Light Horse Regiment and Leslie with the 23rd Battalion. 

Private Winstanley became part of the newly forming 21st Battalion.  Beginning his training at the 

large Broadmeadows Camp it was not until early April 1915 that he was formerly allotted to __? 

Company in the 21st Battalion.   

 

Early May saw a flurry of activity as the battalion finished equipping its men.  On 8 May 1915 the 

21st Battalion left the Broadmeadows Camp to embark from Melbourne aboard the Ulysses.  The 

Ulysses and the Euripides steamed out of Port Phillip Bay together; the two vessels contained the 

troops of the Victorian 6th Brigade on board. 

                                                         

The trip to Egypt was relatively smooth steaming; the Ulysses arrived at Alexandria on 9 June.  The 

21st Battalion then entrained to the outskirts of Cairo where there was a large camp in the Heliopolis 

area.  The battalion took up lines within the Aerodrome Camp; the battalion remained at Heliopolis 

for the next three months.   

 



As a break from camp routine in mid-August the 21st Battalion was employed as the piquet for the 

Cairo area.  By the end of August the battalion had been brought up to full strength, as the battalion 

eagerly awaited a call up to the Dardanelles.  

 

The 21st Battalion sailed from Alexandria on 30 August 1915, the battalion was aboard the 

troopship Southland.  The battalion’s first destination was to be Lemnos Island and then the 

Gallipoli peninsula, the battalion now contained 87 officers and 968 men. 

 

Three days into the voyage, on 2 September, 

the Southland was torpedoed, leaving a 

gaping hole in the side of the ship as it began 

to sink, the vessel is show above, listing 

badly.  The ship was evacuated in a more or 

less orderly fashion, and it was found that the 

crew had been able to keep the vessel afloat, 

albeit for an unknown time. The Ben-my-

Chee and the hospital ship Neuralia helped take on board the men in the water and aboard the 

various lifeboats and rafts. Volunteers from the crew and several men from the troops onboard the 

Southland were actually able to get the troopship underway again and then limp it to Mudros 

Harbour, here the vessel was deliberately beached. 

 

The survivors from the Southland were also taken to Mudros.  At Mudros the 21st Battalion was re-

organised aboard the Transylvania; luckily most of the men’s personal belongings had survived the 

blast and were transferred to the Transylvania.  During the Southland attack some 30 men were lost 

due to injuries, or drowned as they evacuated the ship.   

                                                                                        

The Transylvania (shown left) took the battalion 

to Lemnos Island where the battalion spent 

several days. It was not until 6 September that the 

21st Battalion resumed its voyage to Anzac Cove, 

this final leg of the journey was aboard the 

Abasssieh.  The battalion was offloaded from the 

troopship just after midnight on 7 September 

1915. 

 

The 21st Battalion’s HQ took up positions at Scott’s Point, A and B Companies held the line from 

Wire Gully on the right, adjoining their sister battalion, the 22nd.  George’s company, C Company 

occupied Steele’s Post and D Company moved into positions at Courtney’s Post. 

 

Luckily for the 21st Battalion their positions were some of the quietest on the Gallipoli peninsula.   

As a result the battalion suffered few actual battle casualties.  Private Winstanley served on the 

peninsula up until 30 October 1915, when he was forced to report to the field ambulance feeling 

sick, William was diagnosed as suffering enteric fever. 

 

William’s file is confusing, it appears he may have returned to duty a few days later after reporting 

sick, but then may have suffered shrapnel wound on 4 November (not verified).  Either way 

William was evacuated back to Egypt, where he was admitted to No 3 Auxiliary Hospital at 

Heliopolis on 9 November 1915.  William appears to have been discharged to the convalescent 

deport at Helouan in early January 1916. 

 

 



Private Winstanley returned to duty on 21 January, after a short time at a training depot William 

would have rejoined the 21st Battalion (now also back in Egypt) at the battalion’s camp at Tel-el-

Kebir.  William remained with his battalion for the next few months, during this period in early 

1916 the AIF was re-organised and greatly expanded as it prepared for a pending move to the 

Western Front. 

 

Winstanley appears to have been transferred to the Australian Military Police detachment at Tel-el-

Kebir on 26 May 1916.  Williams’ file doesn’t further specify if he was allotted as a divisional 

MMP or if he was on general military police duties in the town area.  

 

By early August William was back with the infantry, re-allotted to the 21st Battalion he was sent to 

a depot in England firstly and then in mid-September to France to join up with his battalion. (The 

21st Battalion had moved to France in late March 1916)  Private Winstanley joined the 21st Battalion 

in Belgium on 28th September. 

 

Only days later on October 1916 William was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost [Police] 

Corps, he was initially attached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP detachment.  William was 

promoted to corporal on 25 November.  

 

On 27 February 1917 Corporal Winstanley was attached for duty with the 4th 

Divisional MMP detachment.  William served with the 4th Division throughout 1917.  

William spent nearly all of May away from his unit, suffering from mumps and complications 

caused by that virus. William was deemed fit to return to duty on 3 June 1917. 

 

Lieutenant Oscar Hassam, the 4th Division’s TCO, put forward a recommendation for Corporal 

Winstanley on 3 October 1917, his citation read;  

 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty under heavy shell fire on the YPRES 

MENIN Road on September 25th 1917. 

 

He was continuously on post controlling the traffic.  His two assistants were both 

wounded and he remained on duty under heavy shell fire until relieved, under the most 

trying circumstances showing utmost disregard of danger to himself, in the efforts to prevent 

congestion and to keep the supply of munitions moving and in the safe guarding the lives of 

his comrades. 

 

William was awarded the Military Medal for his actions.  The photo (next page) shows a portion of 

the Menin Road from September 1917, as can be seen the road was easily targeted by German 

artillery, with little or no cover nearby for shelter.  Generally set up near busy intersections, the 

traffic posts manned by the MMP and their traffic men were regularly targeted by German artillery. 

 

William had two further stints in 

hospital, one in November 1917 and 

again in January 1918, both were of 

short duration.  On 25 February 1918 

Corporal Winstanley was transferred 

from the 4th Division to the 3rd 

Division’s MMP, Major Colpitts was 

the APM of the 3rd Division at that 

time. 

 



On 27 May 1918 William was absent for the 6.30 am parade and was subsequently charged for 

being absent without leave (AWL).  Major Fisher was by then the 3rd Division’s APM, he severely 

William reprimanded over the matter. 

 

By September 1918 William had become eligible for two weeks leave in England.  In November 

William was again admitted to hospital, on this occasion spending a few days at a hospital in Le 

Havre. 

 

In mid-January 1919 William was posted back to England to prepare him for a return to Australia.  

However like most of his fellow 4th Division MMP William then spent several months on duty in 

England.  In late March, while working with the Codford Detachment, William was once again 

charged with being AWL.  On this occasion the head of the Provost Corps, Colonel Williams, dealt 

with the matter, Corporal Winstanley was again reprimanded and this time forfeited 2 days’ pay. 

 

 

The photo above shows the Codford Detachment at some stage during the war, the officer in centre 

front is their APM, Captain Warwick Fussell, he took charge of the detachment at the start of 1918 

for several months and throughout 1918 and early 1919 he also had some responsibility for the 

Codford detachment.  Possibly Corporal Winstanley is in the photo? 

 

William returned to Australia aboard the Zealandic, departing England on 3 July 1919.  The 

troopship arrived at Melbourne on 13 August; William Winstanley was discharged from the AIF on 

24 October 1919. 

 

In 1920 William divorced Fanny, in years to come he moved to New South Wales, later describing 

himself as a plumber and then a timberman.  In 1929 he married Essie Dent at Lithgow, the couple 

appear to have lived most of their lives in the Sydney area, with several changes in address.  Fanny 

also re-married in 1923.   

 

 

 

 



4th Division MMP who died during the Great War. 

 
LIEUTENANT Oscar Donald  HASSAM   MID 

Traffic Control Officer 4th Division Headquarters 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Oscar Donald Hassam was born at Woodchester, South Australia, on 30 January 1895. His family 

lived firstly at Woodchester and then later in the Glenelg and Brighton districts. Oscar had been a 

member of the Adelaide Rifles. Prior to enlisting, Oscar was engaged to be married, his fiancé was 

a Miss Jessie Skinner. 

 

Oscar was 23 years of age when he enlisted on 19 

August 1914.  Oscar joined the 10th Battalion at their 

newly established camp at Morphettville; Morphettville 

was approximately halfway between Glenelg and the 

centre of Adelaide.  The camp was erected on and 

around the existing racecourse. 

 

As well as South Australian volunteers, large numbers 

of New South Welshmen from Broken Hill also flocked 

to enlist at Morphettville.  The 10th Battalion became 

the first South Australian infantry unit to form; it 

reached its full strength of just over 1000 officers and 

men by 31 August.  

 

Each night a security piquet was posted to secure the 

camp, to keep the men in and grog and women out.  

Hundreds of tents were used to house the men.  By mid 

September the men were well kitted out and their 

training was well underway, Oscar quickly working his 

way up from the rank of private to that of colour 

sergeant.  

 

On 20 October 1914 the 10th Battalion entrained to Adelaide, ready to board to board the Ascanius.  

The Ascanius then became part of the first convoy of Australian and New Zealand troops that was 

ready to cross the Indian Ocean to assist England in its war ventures. The West Australian 11th 

Battalion also came aboard the Ascanius on 31 October, when the ship docked at Fremantle, the 

vessels last port of call on Australian soil. 

 

It was not until the end of November, while the convoy was still sailing, that it was determined that 

the Australian and New Zealand troops were to be offloaded at Alexandria in Egypt.  The 10 th 

Battalion remained aboard the Ascanius until 7 December before finally being allowed to 

disembark. 

 

The 10th Battalion then joined many other units 

as it helped to establish a large camp at Mena, 

some 10 miles from Cairo.  The camp was near 

the majestic pyramids as a backdrop, the 

pyramids becoming the background for 

thousands of photos of soldiers on camels to 

send home to their loved ones. 



It was not until 1 March 1915 that the battalion entrained once again to Alexandria, their destination 

still officially unknown, but strongly rumoured to be the Gallipoli peninsula.  The 9 th and 10th 

Battalion boarded a Greek steamer, the Ionian and sailed for their next destination. 

 

On 4 March the Ionian arrived at Mudros Harbour on Lemnos Island.  The men continued to live 

aboard the steamer in very uncomfortable conditions for the next six weeks.  On 15 April 1915 the 

men of the battalion received their colour patches; these small patches identified their battalion, and 

would be proudly worn on the upper sleeves of their uniform. 

 

It was not until 24 April 1915 that the battalion was transferred to destroyers ready to undertake the 

pending landing.  The 10th Battalion was split up between the destroyers Prince of Wales, Scourge 

and Foxhound.   

 

It was the men of the 10th Battalion that were the first to land on the Gallipoli peninsula on the pre-

dawn attack of 25 April 1915.  Oscar was with the first landing party of the 10th Battalion when the 

battalion landed, during the landing Oscar received a blow to one of his knees, despite the pain he 

kept fighting.  

 

Hassam didn’t remain on the peninsula for long. On 18(?) May 1915 he was evacuated back to 

Egypt suffering from the flu, and would not re-join the 10th Battalion. Back in Egypt, Oscar was re-

diagnosed as suffering acute rheumatic fever and he was earmarked for a return to Australia. Oscar 

appealed the decision and was allowed to remain in Egypt on duty. 

 

It was from Egypt shortly after his evacuation from Gallipoli that Oscar would have penned this 

letter:  

“The last great fight I was in was on the 19th of May and is something I will never forget.  They 

came on to us in droves; we fired as fast as we could load our rifles and it wasn’t a matter of 

sighting, but simply load and pull the trigger because they were just like a stone wall and as thick 

as bees; did ever one hear such a noise as might?  Our guys were firing at point blank range and 

simply tearing them down by the hundreds; it was frightful carnage again and again they came. 

They came on but found out they could not break through. 

 

In early December 1915, Oscar was transferred to a supernumerary list and he continued to receive 

treatment at Cairo as he had requested. When fit enough he served as a hospital guard at the Citadel 

(Cairo), where he helped guard Turkish prisoners of war convalescing after surgery. The hospital 

guards came under the control of the Anzac Provost Corps, and in many cases the guards were not 

of the suitable calibre the Corps would have liked. In Oscar’s case he was. On 22 January 1916 

Oscar wrote a letter home, it described his personal battle to remain in Egypt;   

 

Dear Frank, Maude & Dulcie,  

……………………... I have been trouble a great deal lately with Rheumatics, and all trying I cannot 

seem to shake them off.  It really is a great drawback to me.  I cannot explain clearly what I have 

lost by it in the way of promotion.  My ambitions have been wholly shaken……………….. 

 

………I was nearly invalided out of the service, as they decided to do so on a Medical Board in July 

last.  But I appealed to let me do duty in Egypt, which they consented…………… 

 

………I have been in this Corps 6 months and I have not missed one single day or hour from duty, 

although many times I was bad.  I stuck it through so that no one could say I shirked any part of my 

duty……. 

        O.D. Hassam S/Major 

         MP Staff Corps 



Oscar was obviously keen to pursue his promotion within the AIF, and chose to continue on within 

the Anzac Provost Corps.  Oscar wrote a further letter on 14 Feb 1916, once again to Frank, Maude 

and Dulcie. In it he stated that he was in a comfortable room with a good bed and every 

convenience: 

………….. Although the days are hot we generally have cool evenings, so that means a lot when one 

can get a break. Sleeping is out of the question unless one has a mosquito net, if you didn’t they 

would nearly eat you alive……….. 

 

It was not until 25 May 1916 that Oscar was fit enough to return to a training depot at Tel-el-Kebir. 

Oscar remained at Tel-el-Kebir for several months. On 2 August he sailed for England. 

 

On 10 September 1916, Sergeant Hassam was officially transferred 

to the Anzac Provost Corps. Sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, 

Oscar would train there until he was sent to France on 25 November. 

 

On 30 November 1916 Oscar was attached to the 1st 

Anzac Headquarters as a Company Sergeant Major, 

and he remained with 1st Anzac until March 1917. Oscar was 

promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on 6 March 1917. Two days later he was 

detached to the 4th Division Headquarters. Oscar was officially 

classified as an APM Learner (Assistant Provost Marshall); though 

his true role was as the Division’s TCO (Traffic Control Officer). 

 

While serving with the 4th Division Lieutenant Hassam was 

mentioned in despatches on two occasions, and was also 

recommended for the Military Cross. Oscar’s first mention was ‘for 

distinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty during the 

period Feb. 26th to midnight 20/21 Sept 1917.’ 

 

On 5 October 1917, Lieutenant Colonel William Smith, the A.P.M. of 1st Anzac Corps, 

recommended Lieutenant Hassam for a Military Cross, the recommendation was changed to a 

mention in despatch. It read: 

 

‘For conspicuous gallantry, coolness and devotion to duty while controlling the traffic on the 

MENIN Road between HOOGE and YPRES on the 25th September 1917. Constantly under heavy 

shell fire and in the midst of exploding dumps and disorganised traffic – due to the disabling of 

lorries and wagons on the road – his work in traffic control was of the utmost value and his conduct 

an example to all. 

 

Oscar remained with the division until 20 February 1918, when he was evacuated suffering from the 

flu. Shortly after he left the division he was once again mentioned in despatches; on this occasion 

by the G.O.C. for the Division, Major General E.G. Sinclair Maclagan. The citation read: 

 

‘For exceptionally good traffic work as Traffic Control Officer during the fighting East of YPRES in 

September and October, 1917 and consistent good work since. 

Period covered – 22/9/17 to 24/2/18. 

 

In early March 1918 Oscar was evacuated to England and was admitted to the 3AGH. Upon 

recovery Oscar was again sent briefly back to Tidworth. On 5 April he began his return to France, 

re-joining the 4th Division on 10 April. Back with the division, Lieutenant Hassam once again 

resumed his role as TCO. 



Lieutenant Hassam died as a result of shrapnel wounds he received on 20 May 1918. Oscar was in 

the village of Glisy when a German aeroplane dropped several bombs, one of which exploded close 

to him. Oscar received severe shrapnel wounds. Struck in the right side of his body, his left arm and 

both legs, Oscar died shortly after being wounded. His body was taken to the 4th Australian Field 

Ambulance, but only to organise his burial. 

 

The following day Reverend J.C. Flood (48th Battalion) supervised Oscar’s burial at the Blangy 

Cabaret Military Cemetery, on the main Amiens to Villers-Bretonneux Road at Glisy. Members of 

the 4th Div Provo’s ensured that a wooden cross was placed on his grave.  Lieutenant Colonel W 

Smith, the APM of the Australian Corps in France included details of Oscar’s death in his War 

Diary of May 1918: 

 
It is with regret that I have to record the death of a very gallant young officer under my command - Lieut. 

O.D. Hassam, who was killed at Glisy on the 20th inst., by an enemy bomb, and also the deaths of three 

M.M.P., by enemy shell fire at Daours on the same date.   

  

Back home in South Australia, a service was held in Oscar’s honour, interestingly on the memoriam 

card the 10th Battalion was recorded as his main unit and only in smaller print, mention of being in 

the Anzac Provost Corps. The card recorded his age at the time of his death as being 23. A short 

verse was included: 

 

He left his home, his native land,  

To help Australia’s gallant band; 

His heart was brave, he knew no fear. 

And Freedom’s cause to him was dear 

The soul of his country swells with pride  

With the deeds he did and the death he died; 

His manly form rests in a foreign grave. 

But his name will live with Australia’s brave 

Great is our sorrow, but God knows best  

He has taken our loved one home to rest. 

 

The following memoriam appeared in a South Australian newspaper in May 1930; 

 

HASSAM  -  In loving memory of my loving and dearly  

missed son, Lieutenant Oscar Donald Hassam, 10th  

Battalion, 3rd Brigade, Anzac, died of wounds, 20th May  

1918.    His duty nobly done. 

 

    Gone from our home, Oscar dear,  

But never from our hearts. 

- His loving mother, sisters and brothers. 

 

 

Endnotes: Jessie Skinner was devastated by Oscar’s death. She became ill and died at a relatively 

young age, apparently never fully getting over Oscar’s death.  The three MMP mentioned as having 

been killed on the same day as Oscar Hassam, were Cpl. Lin Harston, Trooper Sonny Robertson 

and Trooper Fred White. Another traffic man Private Archie Scott, also died from wounds he had 

received on 20 May 1918. All were with the 5th Division. 

 

 

 



3158 TROOPER Albert Arthur  KENNY 

4th Australian Divisional Headquarters 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Albert Kenny enlisted on 28 July 1915. He was the son of Martha and Thomas Kenny. Albert was 

born in 1890 at Spreyton near Devonport, Tasmania. His father, Thomas, had died in 1891 from 

drowning after falling from a bridge on which he was working in Tasmania. Martha later re-

married, and by the outbreak of war she was Martha Jones and the family had moved to Trafalgar, 

Victoria.  

 

Albert described himself 

as a farmer (his family 

later described him as a 

horse driver). On joining 

up he became part of the 

10th reinforcements for 

the 12th Battalion. Those 

men sailed aboard the 

Port Lincoln (shown 

right) on 16 October 

1915. 

 

Albert’s documents are 

vague as are his movements during the next couple of months. He most likely remained in Egypt, 

probably not being sent to the 12th Battalion on Anzac Cove. On 22 February 1916 he was reported 

as being admitted to hospital suffering from chickenpox. 

 

Upon his release from hospital on 20 March, Albert was sent to the 3rd Training Battalion at 

Zeitoun. Barely two weeks later Albert responded to a call for volunteers for the Military Police, 

and was sent to Abbassia (on the outskirts of Cairo) for training and assessment. 

 

At the completion of his training Albert was accepted into the Anzac Provost Corps. On 3 August 

1916, Albert was sent to England. On 22 August Albert was formally taken on strength by the 

AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Police) in London. 

 

In early 1917 Albert was posted to Bhurtpore 

Barracks at Tidworth for training prior to being sent to 

France.  Some of the men are shown outside of their barracks, an 

established barracks the men had comfortable quarters.  On 2 

February Albert crossed the English Channel to France. After a short 

time at the Etaples Base depot, Albert was detached for duty with the 

Headquarters of the 4th Australian Division. 

 

Albert served with the 4th Division for the remainder of his time on 

the Western Front. On 18 January 1918 he was granted two weeks 

leave to the UK. 

 

It was barely two months after rejoining his unit, on 2 April 1918, that Albert received multiple 

shrapnel wounds to his legs and body. The same shell blast killed Fred Williams and badly 

wounded another man (Trooper Hackett). 

 



At the time the 4th Division’s provosts were at Henencourt. Albert, killed by the blast, was laid to 

rest in the Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery. Captain M Jarvie was the 4th Division’s APM at 

the time, and he wrote to Albert’s mother, Martha, giving details of her son’s death. 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo above shows Albert’s original grave 

marker.  In a tragic twist, Albert’s personal 

affects that were retrieved from his kit-bag were 

sent back to Australia aboard the Barunga, which 

was sunk during the voyage. Albert’s few 

possessions consequently never reached his 

mother.  

 

 

 

 

It was to be a double blow for Martha, for on 9 August 1918 her stepson, Private Edwin Robert 

Jones, was also killed in action. Edwin had been serving with the 8th Battalion on the Western Front 

at the time.  Kenny appears to be the correct spelling of his name, although it appears throughout 

his file spelt Kenney.   

 

 

 



917 TROOPER Philip Noel  PRITCHARD 

Headquarters Australian 4th Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Noel Pritchard was born in England, but spent most of his life in Tasmania. The son of Arthur 

Pritchard, Noel spent his school years at Hutchins School, Hobart. Noel had been a keen cadet 

while at Hutchins. Living most of his life in the St Leonard’s district, Noel was able to purchase his 

own farm (an orchard?) at Lilydale. Still single, Noel was 26 years of age when he chose to enlist at 

Launceston on 22 January 1915. Noel’s father was then living in Archer, Queensland. 

 

Noel was allotted to the 4th Reinforcements for the 3rd Light Horse Regiment. As a trooper Noel 

sailed aboard the Port Lincoln in mid-1915. Upon his arrival Noel was presumably sent to a training 

regiment prior to joining his regiment (his file doesn’t indicate which one). 

 

The 3rd Light Horse Regiment had been sent to the Gallipoli Peninsula in early May 1915, several 

weeks after the infantry had landed. Trooper Pritchard would join his regiment on the peninsula on 

6 August 1915. 

 

Like so many others, ill health would force Noel off Anzac Cove. On 26 September Noel was 

evacuated from the peninsula with what was initially diagnosed as influenza. His condition was 

quickly re-diagnosed as Enteric Fever (typhoid). 

 

After being stabilised at the 21st General Hospital at Alexandria, Noel was transferred to England 

aboard the Hospital Ship Delta. Noel was admitted to the Graylingwell Wall War Hospital at 

Chichester on 11 November 1915. 

 

It wasn’t until mid-February 1916 that Trooper Pritchard was fit enough to return to duty at a depot 

at Weymouth. In April, while still at Weymouth, Noel had a further short period in hospital. On 31 

July Noel transferred from Weymouth (No. 4 Parkhouse Camp) to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, 

for training as a military policeman. Noel was accepted into the Anzac Provost Corps, retaining his 

rank of trooper. 

 

On 18 November 1916 Noel was posted to the Wareham 

detachment (No. 10 APC Camp, Hurdcott), and he would remain 

there throughout 1917 and the first half of 1918. While at 

Wareham he met Lillian Beament, who was the 24-year-old 

daughter of William Beament, a butcher in the Dorset County. 

Reverend Phillips in St James Church in Poole, married the couple 

on 15 October 1917.  Accordingly Noel revised his will to make 

Lillian his next-of-kin. Lillian gave her address as Queen St, Poole. 

 

In line with Corps policy, on 3 June 1918 Trooper 

Pritchard was transferred from the UK Section of 

the Australian Provost Corps to the BEF Section (France). Upon 

his arrival in France Noel was detached for duty with the 

Headquarters of the 4th Australian Division.   

 

 

Noel Pritchard had been with the 4th Division for a little over two months when he was badly 

wounded by shrapnel on 16 August 1918. Wounded in the left leg Noel died that same day at the 

12th Australian Field Ambulance.  The following day Noel was buried in the British Chalk Pit 

Cemetery. His remains would later be re-interred to the Adelaide Cemetery at Villers Bretonneux. 



 

As his next-of-kin, Lillian had claim to his property in Tasmania, small compensation for her 

husband’s death and the life they could have lived.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



4556 TROOPER Frederick Donald WILLIAMS 
Headquarters Australian 4th Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Frederick Williams was the son of Alfred and Harriet 

Williams of Newport, England. Fred had over three years 

service with the Royal Field Artillery Territorials, prior to 

coming to Australia in 1912 (or possibly 1913).  Fred was 

part of a large family, mainly boys, he appears to have 

been the only one of his family to travel to Australia, the 

newspaper clipping to the right shows details of his 

brothers that also served.  Like Fred, Harry and Ronald 

would die during the war, four other brothers survived, 

most served in the British Army, Basil in the Canadian 

Army. (Source Newport’s War Dead – W) 

 

Williams stated that he had been working as a woodcutter, 

prior to enlisting. Fred was 22 years of age when he 

fronted at the enlisting office at Trafalgar in Victoria on 

12 November 1914. Fred sailed with the 2nd 

Reinforcements, 5th Battalion. 

 

By early 1915 Fred was holding the rank of Corporal. 

However because of a ‘weak knee’ he was sent back to 

Australia on 21 March 1915. Fred was discharged at 

Melbourne on 29 April. 

 

Re-enlisting less than a year later on 4 February 1916, 

Fred was accepted for service, and he now became part of 

the 11th Reinforcements for the 21st Battalion. Shortly 

after his arrival in Egypt, Fred transferred to the Anzac 

Provost Corps (later Australian). 

 

On 3 March 1916 Fred marched into a provost-training 

depot at Abbassia, near Cairo. Fred was one of several 

hundred men given a one-month assessment and induction 

course to determine if they were suitable for employment as military policemen within the AIF.   

 

At the completion of his course, Williams was accepted into the Provost Corps. On 9 June Fred was 

admitted to a hospital suffering from paraphimosis. He resumed duty on 21 June.  

 

On 3 August Fred boarded the Tunisian bound for England. Once in England he was 

sent for further training at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. (Tidworth was the depot 

for provost training in England.)  After further training at Tidworth, Fred was transferred to France, 

and he marched into the base depot at Etaples on 7 December. Trooper Williams joined the 4 th 

Divisional provosts on 19 January 1917. 

 

Fred was given two weeks leave to the UK in December 1917. On 31 January 1918 he was admitted 

to the 13th Field Ambulance for four days. 

 



Trooper Fred Williams was wounded in action on 2 April 1918. He was admitted to the 13th Field 

Ambulance suffering multiple shrapnel wounds to his legs and body.  Fred died that same day at the 

field ambulance.  

 

Fred was injured by a shell that 

struck their billet at Henecourt, 

shortly after he had come off duty. 

A fellow military policeman, 

Trooper Albert Kenney, was killed 

by the same blast. The 4th 

Division’s APM, Captain Jarvie, 

informed both men’s families of 

the circumstances. Another man 

was also caught in the blast – that 

soldier was probably Trooper 

William Hackett, another of the 4th 

Division’s MMPs; he was evacuated to England because of his wounds. 

 

Fred Williams was laid to rest in the Warloy- Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension the following 

day. Chaplain/Captain B. Buckley, of the 13th Infantry Brigade, supervised Fred’s burial.  

 

 

 

   

1018 LANCE CORPORAL Ernest  POOLE 

Headquarters 4th Australian Division  

Anzac Provost Corps 

 

Ernest Poole hailed from Leichhardt in Sydney. He stated that he had five years militia service prior 

to joining the AIF.  Ernest was 20 years of age when he enlisted on 26 November 1914, indicating 

much of his militia training would have been as a school cadet. 

 

Prior to enlisting Ernest stated that he was working as a sailor, but apparently he didn’t enjoy the 

sea enough to join the navy. Ernest was allotted to the 13th Battalion; the Battalion received only 

rudimentary training before being shipped to Egypt. 

 

The battalion was sent to Egypt with the second convoy, the bulk of the battalion were aboard the 

Ulysses. The Ulysses sailed from Melbourne on 22 December 1914. 

 

Arriving in Egypt in early February the 13th Battalion, (as part of the 4th Infantry Brigade) became 

part of the Australian and New Zealand Division. The Division continued its training in the desert 

as it prepared for action, and the 13th Battalion’s home became the Aerodrome camp near 

Heliopolis. 

 

The 13th Battalion were to land on the Gallipoli Peninsula on the first day, 25 April 1915, but didn’t 

land until late in the afternoon. By early May the battalion had consolidated its position on the 

peninsula. A, B and D Companies held positions a Pope’s post; C Company were at Quinn’s Post 

with the 15th Battalion. Initially the men of C Company called their position ‘Forsythe’s Post,’ after 

their Commanding Officer. It was later formally confirmed that the Post was to be known as 

Quinn’s (Quinn being the senior of the two officers).   

 



On the 2/3 May the battalion 

fought battles at Bloody Angle 

and the Chessboard. After the 

attack the battalion retired for 

a brief break, the 13th 

Battalion, like all the 4th 

Brigade Battalion’s, had been 

decimated by heavy 

casualties. 

 

On 5 May the 13th Battalion 

went back into the trenches at 

Pope’s, C Company once 

again took up positions at 

Quinn’s (shown left). Towards 

the end of May the battalion moved into Reserve positions. 

 

It was while in reserve that Ernest reported to the field ambulance in early June, on 2 June he was 

evacuated to the hospital ship Newmarket, suffering from, what was initially diagnosed as 

‘rheumatism.’ Admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Cairo five days later, Ernest was 

re-diagnosed as suffering from malaria. 

 

Towards the end of July Ernest was transferred to the Convalescent Depot at Helouan. It was not 

until mid-February 1916 that Ernest had recovered enough to return to full duties (possibly while at 

Helouan Ernest may have been on light duties). 

 

Ernest was sent to work with the APM at Heliopolis on 19 February 1916. When the call came for 

volunteers for the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps in late March Ernest answered the call, his 

Gallipoli service put him in good standing to be accepted. 

 

Ernest became one of several hundred men who were sent to a Training Camp at Abbassia, on the 

outskirts of Cairo, in early April. Upon marching into Abbassia Ernest was promoted to lance 

corporal, he retained this rank for the remainder of the war. 

 

On 20 June Ernest was sent for medical attention after being kicked by a horse, while he was 

watering a group of mounts. Ernest was admitted to the 3rd Australian General Hospital, at 

Abbassia, on 25 June, he was suffering heavy bruising to his legs. After being released from 

hospital Ernest was again given two weeks convalescence at Montazah. Ernest returned to training 

at Abbassia on 9 August.   

 

Ernest doesn’t appear to have been initially accepted for service as a military policeman, instead it 

was recommended he return to his battalion (possibly this may have been at Ernest’s own request). 

On 26 August 1916 Ernest was formally returned to the strength of the 13th Battalion. The 13th 

Battalion by this time had been on the Western Front for several months, in order to join them 

Ernest was sent firstly to a details camp in England.   

 

Sailing from Alexandria on 21 September, upon his arrival in England Ernest was sent to No 3 

Camp at Parkhouse. However only three days after his arrival at Parkhouse Ernest was transferred 

to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, Bhurtpore Barracks was the Australian Provost Training centre 

for the UK and France. Ernest was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps on 8 October 

1916, apparently now deemed suitable to join the Corp. 

 



After further training, in mid-November, Ernest was detached to work with the AMP (Australian 

Military Police), also sometimes referred to as AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Police) in 

London. Operating from Warwick Square, the provosts roles in London were similar to the military 

police in Australia, hence their slightly different title 

 

Serving under their APM, Major Brown, the numbers of 

military policeman on duty in London had to be increased as 

troops training in the U.K. and troops on leave from France 

flooded the city while on leave or weekend passes.  Many 

loathed the London MP’s, it was their (at times unenviable) 

responsibility to patrol the major sites of the city and monitor 

Australian troops arriving and departing the city. 

 

An Australian soldier on leave had precious little time to be 

‘accosted’ by home front MP’s checking the validity of his 

leave pass. If a pass was found to be incorrect the soldier was 

often detained, the time taken to telegraph his unit, or by other 

means verifying its authenticity, could cost the soldier several 

days of his leave. The soldier would not be reimbursed his lost 

days, even if the clerical error was not his fault. 

 

In early February 1917, in line with Corps policy, (to rotate its men through its 

‘frontline’ units) Ernest was transferred to France.  Ernest was briefly attached for 

service with the APM of the 1st Anzac Headquarters, before being sent to the Headquarters of the 

4th Australian Division. Ernest would remain with the 4th Division for the remainder of his time on 

the Western Front. Captain Kensett and Sergeant Major Wilkinson ably led the 4th Division’s 

Provo’s.   

 

Divisional military policemen faced the same dangers that any troops near the front faced. Their 

posts would often be targeted by German artillery, being unable to move their posts, and having to 

assist the flow of traffic during this shelling, meant that many military policeman, and their traffic 

control colleagues, suffered from shrapnel wounds. 

 

It was on 1 May 1918 that Ernest Poole was admitted to a hospital at Le Havre, suffering a fracture 

to his spine. His injury was not combat related, apparently while in Le Havre on a short break, 

Ernest had attempted to rescue a drowning French child. When he dove off a breakwater, he did so 

into shallow water, causing his injury. 

 

 
 

Paralysed in the lower limbs, Ernest was transferred to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at 

Abbeville (shown above) on 14 June 1918. Shortly afterwards he was transferred to England aboard 

the hospital ship Esquibo. 

 
Ernest was admitted to the University War Hospital at Southampton, suffering paralysis and acute 

bronchitis.  Ernest made no mention of his attempt to save the French child to staff. Apparently it 



was not until shortly before his death on 14 June 1918, when staff took a formal statement from 

Ernest about his injury that they learnt of his selfless act. 

 

Ernest Poole passed away on the morning of 14 June; he was not laid to rest until 19 

June, after a formal enquiry into his death. Ernest was officially classified as having 

died while on military service, the jury from the Board of Enquiry commending his 

gallantry in attempting to rescue the French child (no mention is made if in fact the 

child was saved).   

 

Lance Corporal Ernest Poole was accorded a full Military Funeral, including a Gun 

Carriage, Firing Party, Bugler and Pall Bearers. His coffin was draped with the Union 

Jack flag.  Ernest was laid to rest in the Hollybrook Cemetery at Southampton, his 

graveside service conducted by a local minister, Reverend J.A.G. Birch.  At the 

conclusion of the service the ‘Last Post’ was sounded. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The following soldiers are the three Robinsons that served with the 4th Divisional 

MMP, their write-ups are of a more detailed nature due to help from the families, 

they appear separately purely for that reason and because they are longer . 

 

 

11 SERGEANT Maurice ROBINSON, MID 

 
There were three Maurice Robinsons within the 1st AIF, and something like nearly a thousand 

soldiers and nurses named Robinson who served in Australian forces during the Great War. 

Maurice (‘Maurie’) and his brother, Ethelbert (‘Bert’) were both raised in the Wangaratta district 

(Maurie had been born at Chiltern). They were the sons of Harry and Winifred Robinson from 

‘Boralma’ via Springhurst. The photo below shows Harry and Winifred with their three other sons 

and their daughter, taken while both Maurie and Bert were away at the war. 

 

Maurie and Bert were 

both single when 

they enlisted in 1915. 

Maurie was the elder 

of the two, he was 

nearly 25, while Bert 

was close to turning 

23. No doubt the pair 

were inspired to 

enlist by the exploits 

of the Anzacs on the 

Gallipoli peninsula. 

Maurie described 

himself as a 

contractor when he 

enlisted on 7 July 

1915 and was still 

living and working 

around Wangaratta. Bert [shown right] didn’t enlist until 5 

October 1915. He was then working as a mounted police 

constable at Wagga Wagga prior to joining the AIF. He chose 

to take his discharge from the police force and returned to 

Wangaratta to enlist. 

 

Upon enlisting, Maurie did most of his training at the 

Broadmeadows Camp, where he was allotted to the 8th 

Infantry Brigade Headquarters, probably straight away 

becoming a MMP (military mounted policeman), though this 

is not formally verified. Maurie sailed with his unit aboard the 

Ascanius [shown on the next page], departing Melbourne on 9 

November 1915. Bert would not sail for Egypt until January 

1916. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Left: The Ascanius. 

 

Maurie Robinson was formally 

transferred to the I ANZAC Corps 

Headquarters on 25 March 1916, only 

days before that unit sailed for the 

Western Front. Maurie continued to be 

employed as a MMP. Maurie’s unit 

sailed from Alexandria aboard the 

Transylvania on 29 March. As well as 

the MMP element of 1st ANZAC Headquarters, there were also several detachments of Divisional 

MMP on board the troopship. The Transylvania arrived at Marseilles in France on 4 April.   

 

Bert Robinson had, in fact, beaten his brother in arriving on the Western Front. Bert had sailed to 

Egypt as part of the 14th Reinforcements for the 4th Light Horse Regiment, but like a large portion 

of his draft, he had volunteered to serve as a cyclist on the Western Front, now part of the 1st 

Divisional Cyclist Company, Bert sailed for France on 25 March. 

 

No doubt Maurie and Bert’s paths would have regularly crossed over the next few years as they 

served on the Western Front. As a cyclist, much of Bert’s time would have been spent carrying out 

traffic duties and working alongside the MMP and the Divisional traffic men. [Below: Maurie 

Robertson.] 

 

Upon their arrival in France, the AIF’s MMP 

adopted many of the practices of the British 

Military Police. The British RMP had been on 

the Western Front for over eighteen months and 

had honed their skills during that time. Egypt 

and Gallipoli had provided some experience to 

the Australian MMP, but nowhere near enough 

to prepare them for the Western Front.   

 

Major John Williams, who was the APM 

(Assistant Provost Marshal) in charge of the I 

ANZAC MMP and all the Australian Divisional 

MMP, also studied and adopted the French 

Army’s methods of traffic control.  

 

Like the other AIF troops, the MMP were able 

to learn their role in France around the 

relatively quiet Armentieres sector. The MMP 

would be sorely tested in later battles and would 

suffer their share of casualties as a result of 

shrapnel and high explosives, as they often 

manned exposed intersections and positions. 

The Australian MMP manned similar posts to 

their British counter-parts close to the front: 

‘straggler posts’ helped control the movement 

of men to and from the frontline, while further 

back the posts were known as traffic posts. 



The primary tasks for the Australian military police were the same as for rest of the British Army:  

 the detection of crime and the arrest of offenders 

 the maintenance of order and military law 

 traffic control and assisting the maintenance of march discipline 

 the surveillance and control of all civilians within the area occupied by their 

 formations 

 custody of prisoners of war 

 protection of the civilian population from acts of violence by soldiers, and  

 the prevention of contact between soldiers and such ‘undesirable characters’ such as 

 prostitutes, hawkers, and sellers of liquor.  

 

Maurie was one of the first Australian MMP to arrive in France. Each of the Australian divisions 

had twenty-five MMP, and presumably at this time I ANZAC Headquarters had about half that 

number. A weekly report from Major Williams to I ANZAC Corps Headquarters, dated 6 May 

1916, stated that discipline of those Australians and New Zealanders who had arrived in France was 

generally poor and was getting worse. Principal offences were AWL, drunkenness, disobedience 

and conduct to the prejudice.  

 

On 6 June 1916 a detachment of a further 49 MMP under Lieutenant Kensett left Egypt for France. 

Upon their arrival in France they were quickly absorbed into I ANZAC Corps (both into the 

Headquarter detachment as well as to bolster Divisional MMP numbers); the remainder were sent to 

the AIF Base Depot which was being established at Etaples on the French Coast. The Etaples Depot 

would become the distribution point of Australian troops as they arrived in France, as the training of 

the AIF had switched from camps in Egypt to camps in England. 

 
Following the report he made, Major Williams set about improving the policing of the AIF in both 

France and Belgium. Williams is shown below with some of his men. The photo below is probably 

from around this time in France. 

 

 
                                                                                      Photo courtesy Geoff Barr 



Although he had been a military policeman for almost all his time in the AIF, it was not until 16 

August 1916 that the various MMP elements serving in France (including Maurie) were formally 

absorbed into the Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

The photo [right] is of Maurie (left) and a fellow 

MMP in Belgium. The photo is dated 6 August 

1916. It can be seen that both men are wearing 

revolvers and have a revolver strap that crosses 

their torso similar to an officer’s Sam Browne, 

but the revolver strap crosses in the opposite 

direction to that of the Sam Browne. Neither man 

is wearing an armband that would normally be 

worn when on duty. Maurie is obviously holding 

the rank of corporal, and it would appear that they 

are on duty (possibly traffic control) and are 

taking a break, perhaps waiting for the next batch 

of vehicles, or men. The other MMP had 

obviously been a light horseman prior to joining 

the military police, as he has retained his emu 

plume from his original unit.  

 

The photo is an unusual one, as it doesn’t appear 

to have been taken by an official war 

photographer, so it may have been taken by a 

fellow MMP. The photographer was probably 

fairly discreet in taking the photo, as one of the 

roles of the military police was to ensure soldiers 

did not photograph sensitive subjects near the 

front. It is not unusual to read in the official 

military police war diaries of cameras being confiscated and the film being checked. 

                                                                                          

In October 1916 Williams was tasked with commanding the 

whole corp. With that came promotion to Lieutenant Colonel 

and a move to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth., UK. Tidworth 

had now become the focal point for the AIF’s military police, 

both for training and policing of the Salisbury camps.  

 

Major William Smith (later Lieutenant Colonel) now took 

control of the French section of the Corps, and he would hold 

that appointment for most of the war. Lieutenant Colonel 

Smith (with slouch hat) is shown to the right with Major 

General John Gellibrand, CB, DSO, the 3rd Division’s 

Commander.       [Photo from author’s collection.] 

 

 

By October 1916 the Anzac Provost Corps in France numbered 16 officers and 192 men. A system 

of rotation was also brought into play between England and France. However it appears that if any 

of the MMP were happy to remain with their unit in France, they were not forced to go to England. 

Maurie would remain with the I ANZAC (later re-designated Australian) Corps Headquarters for all 

of 1917 and the first half of 1918. In September 1916 all MMP in France were authorised to carry 

revolvers in lieu of rifles, but as can be seen by Maurie’s photo, the majority appear to have already 

been so armed. 



On 10 March 1917 Maurie and Corporal John Kortright were both recommended for citations. 

Their citation (which was identically worded for both) read: 

 

‘For devotion to duty and good services rendered as a Military Policeman throughout.’ 

 

Maurie was formally mentioned in despatches, while Kortright was awarded the Meritorious 

Service Medal (MSM). John Kortright had served in the Boer War and had actually deserted from 

the regular Australian Army in 1901.  The AIF had granted an amnesty to the likes of these men at 

the start of the ‘Great War’, and this allowed Kortright to re-enlist. 

 

In May 1917 the acting APM I ANZAC, Captain Watson-Colpitts (filling in as Smith was 

otherwise tasked) reported that there was unrest amongst the Australian troops (from the 5 th 

Division) at both Cayeux and Valery, where rest camps had been established. Captain Colpitts and 

Major Smith proceeded at once to Abbeville with a party of MMP to investigate the claims. It 

appears that the claims were greatly exaggerated, but in order to prevent any escalation in the 

situation, extra MMP were stationed at both Cayeux and Valery. 

 

Major Smith then continued on to Le Havre to check on 

the policing arrangements at the Australian Base Depot 

there. Originally, in France the Australian base depots 

had been at Etaples, however the lines of transport for 

the reinforcement drafts – from Southampton to Etaples 

– crossed that of the Canadians, whose English depots 

were near Folkestone and their French depots at Le 

Havre [see map at left, from Bean, Vol. III]. At 

Folkestone conflicts were common between Australian 

troops and the Canadian military police. 

 

Consequently, in June 1917 the French depots of the 

two dominions changed places. The Australian depots 

were transferred to the valley of Harfleur, just outside 

Le Havre. Eventually the number of depots was 

rationalised – with one for the infantry and pioneers, 

and the other for divisional, corps and army troops. 

 

At this time the establishment strength for the Australian 

military police at French Base Depots was one officer 

and 34 men. The majority of these men, by this time, 

were based at Le Havre; however a notation indicates 

that a sergeant and thirteen men had remained behind at 

Etaples, presumably to remain until all Australian troops 

marched out of the Etaples Depot. When that task was 

completed those 13 military policemen themselves 

became reinforcements, and were posted to where they 

were most needed.   

 

The photo to the right shows three military policemen at 

Le Havre, the soldiers both sides are Australian, the 

soldier in the middle most probably a British Redcap.  

The children are obviously locals ‘adopted’ by the men 

for the photo. 

 



 
 

The photo [above] shows some of the men from the I ANZAC Corps Headquarters, indicating it 

was probably taken in 1918. It may be from early 1918, around the time of the Cayeux incident, as 

the officer sitting middle-front is Lt Colonel Smith. To the Smith’s right is Warrant Officer William 

Kenny. Kenny had been decorated for his service on Gallipoli as a MMP and had quickly worked 

his way up through the ranks. The other three seated MMPs are all sergeants, the sergeant to 

Smith’s immediate right is Sergeant Sharpe. 

 

Perhaps the MMP standing second from the right is Corporal Kortright. The soldier is wearing 

several campaign or bravery ribbons and would appear to be old enough to have served during the 

Boer War. It should be noted that Maurie is not amongst the group, but it is obvious by the numbers 

that several members of the detachment were absent at the time of the photo. (The 1st Anzac 

detachment generally numbered three officers and around eight men.) 

 

On 21 May 1917, Maurie was temporarily attached for duty with the 

APM Paris for two weeks on ‘Special Duty’. This special duty was 

for the men to go ‘undercover’, posing as a ‘normal’ AIF soldier, 

even to the point of posing as absentees (AWL). They followed 

various leads and snippets of information about the wanted men and 

were able to trace and arrest several long-term offenders. 

 

The photo to the left is described as being taken at the same time as 

the photo of Maurie and his fellow MMP sitting on the step. The 

nature of the photo, and the soldier in the background, indicates it 

could have in fact been taken earlier in Egypt. The photo reveals that 

once their armbands were off, the military police relaxed in the same 

way that any soldier would, but probably keeping pretty much to 

themselves for obvious reasons. 

 



On 1 January 1918 the Anzac Provost Corps was formally re-designated as the Australian Provost 

Corps. Initially when the corps had formed, it was intended that the Australian and New Zealand 

police would work together within the same corps; however this never formally occurred. However, 

it is apparent that the two forces did work closely together. Indeed, on Gallipoli, Colonel Bowler 

(NZ Forces) had a mixed force of Australians and New Zealanders as MMP within the Australian 

and New Zealand Army Corps Headquarters. Likewise, within the ANZAC Mounted Division in 

Egypt, the MMP detachment was mixed.   

 

Similarly in France, the Australian and New Zealand military police worked together at various 

detachments. The strength of the Australian Provost Corps in France was by now 12 officers and 

238 men. The men would regularly brush up on their policing skills, and 

in January 1918 Maurie was sent on two weeks instruction at an Army 

Provost School of Instruction. The training generally included topics such 

as: 

 Charge Reports and Evidence, 

 Notebook and Traffic Notes,  

 Revolver handling,  

 Equitation and Stables, and  

 General smartness and efficiency. 
 

The men received training and were marked on each area, but it should be 

noted that some of the shooting scores (revolvers) seen by the author were 

pretty low. 

 

By the time Maurie had rejoined his unit, both I and II ANZAC Headquarters had 

amalgamated and become the Australian Corps Headquarters. Maurie continued to 

serve as a corporal with the Australian Corps Headquarters until June 1918. On 30 June, Maurie 

was detached for duty with the Australian 4th Division. The MMP of each division numbered 26 

men and were part of the Headquarters element.  

 

The detachment was now being led by its APM, Major M. Jarvie, who would remain in command 

until the end of the war. Maurie served with the 4th Division until well after the armistice, on 1 

January 1919 he was promoted to sergeant (temporary) and he would retain that rank until 

discharge. 

 

In mid May, Maurie was sent back to the Le Havre depot where he worked for the APM Le Havre 

for a week as he awaited a return to England. Maurie returned to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, 

and remained in England until July 1918, when he was granted a passage back to Australia aboard 

the Zealandic. Sergeant Maurice Robinson was discharged from the AIF on 17 October 1919. 

 

Maurie returned to the Springhurst area after the war, where he continued to live and work for the 

remainder of his life. He found employment on the road gangs within the district. Maurie never 

married, and in later life he lived in a hut at the rear of a local store run by his brother, Bill.  

Maurice Robinson died in the Beechworth Asylum on 2 November 1964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

429 CORPORAL William George ROBINSON 

 

William Robinson enlisted on 22 August 1914, 

shortly after the outbreak of war. Joining up at 

Sydney, he was 22 years of age.  Born at Nyngan in 

1892, by 1914 William’s family was on the property 

‘Windsor’ near Gilgandra.  Bill (as he was always 

known) on joining up described himself as a grazier; 

he was the son of John and Ellen Robinson.  Bill had 

two brothers, John Henry (Jack) and Thomas (Tom) 

as well as a sister Alice.   

 

Jack would also enlist, unfortunately probably 

motivated by the scorn of a white feather from one of 

the local girls of the district, Jack would not survive 

the war being killed at Bullecourt in May 1917. Bill 

would become a trooper with the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment and then the military police; he had served 

as a cadet during his school years and had also seen 

service with the 9th Light Horse militia at Gilgandra. 

The photo of Bill [to the left] was used in a Gilgandra 

publication dated from mid to late 1915. The small booklet contains three pages of photos of the 

men, Bill being one of those shown, within the booklet each soldier’s portrait was encircled and 

captioned.  The page on which Bill appears is simply titled Fighting Heroes of the Dardanelles.                           

The 1st Light Horse Regiment was one of three that formed the 1st Light Horse Brigade; William 

(like most of the Gilgandra men) became part of C Squadron.  The 1st Light Horse Brigade was 

raised in response to a promise made by the Australian Government to supply a division of 20,000 

Australians comprising infantry, artillery and cavalry to be used at the discretion of Britain.  

The 1st Light Horse Brigade was part of the 1st Contingent that was hastily put together in the 

middle of August 1914.  The 1st Light Horse Brigade was primarily raised from recruits currently 

serving in the various militia light horse formations created as a consequence of the Kitchener 

Report from 1910 and the introduction of Universal Training. 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised at Rosebury Park; many of the men 

(like William) had been serving with the 9th Light Horse Militia out in the 

Central West.  It appears that many of the men from the 9th volunteered, 

travelling down by train, some of the other men that enlisted from Gilgandra 

at the same time were Herbert Baxter (451), John Clancy (401), Augustus 

Davidson (403), Albert Finn (458), Earle Frost (488), Richard Gavin (408), 

Percy Griffiths (491), Fred Hunt (492), Alexander Lithgow (414) [shown 

right], Ern McMahon (417) and Alvin Stanley (434).  

 

 

Bill’s new Regiment was recruited exclusively from the various New South Wales militia 

regiments. "A" Squadron was recruited mainly from 5th Australian Light Horse (31 men) and 6th 

Australian Light Horse (59 men). "B" Squadron came mainly from 7th Australian Light Horse (41 

men) and 11th Australian Light Horse (62 men). "C" Squadron was recruited mainly from 9th 



Australian Light Horse (49 men). During the course of the war, this militia connection was 

maintained regarding the reinforcements. 

 

The photo to the 

right shows 

members of the 9th 

Light Horse at a 

camp in Northern 

New South Wales, 

most probably from 

early 1914.  It is not 

known how many 

of these men 

actually went on to 

serve overseas. 

  
Photo courtesy of Pete 

Lucas of Dubbo, his 

great uncles served 

with the 9th in 

Australia.  

 

 

With a large number of volunteers 

stepping forward, both from the city 

as well as the country, makeshift 

camps had to be organised.  Victoria 

Barracks still had overall control of 

the training camps, Randwick, 

Rosebery Park and the Showground at 

Moore Park became the three main 

camps.  Artillery volunteers were sent 

to the showground, Light Horsemen 

were sent to Rosebery Park. 

 

Rosebery Park was in fact a 

racecourse and fitted the bill in terms 

of space for the camp.  As well as 

numerous men volunteering a large 

number of horses were donated to the 

army, those suitable for military 

service were gladly welcomed. 

 

The photo to the left comes from the 

Town and Country Journal; it shows 

Bill proudly astride a mount, 

describing him as Well Mounted and 

Well Equipped.  From family sources 

it appears the photo was taken in 

Australia prior to embarkation, the 

horse was not in fact Bill’s, for the 

photo he was astride one of his 

officer’s mounts. 



 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment boarded 

the Star of Victoria at Sydney on 20 

October, as well as the men the troopship 

also had a horse deck for the regiments 

mounts.  Good planning meant that few 

horses would die during the voyage. 

 

 The Star of Victoria and several other 

troopships arrived at Albany, Western 

Australia, on 26 October.  At Albany, the 

Star of Victoria took its place amongst 

thirty-five other Australian and New 

Zealand troopships. On 1 November, 

escorted by five light cruisers, the 

convoy sailed for Egypt, via the Cape of 

Good Hope, in order to avoid an 

occupied Suez Canal. 

 

Vessels of the convoy began arriving at Alexandria on 3 December. The troops started to disembark 

the same day, moving by train to Cairo. The 1st Light Horse Regiment (as part of the 1st Light Horse 

Brigade) set up camp south of Cairo at Maadi. Maadi was a small town on the outskirts of Cairo. It 

had a railway line to the town, which assisted in the movement of troops and stores. Tents became 

their new homes, and training in the desert began, here Bill was appointed as a driver. 

 

The frustrated light 

horsemen remained in 

Egypt when the infantry 

stormed ashore at Anzac 

Cove on 25 April 1915. 

However, as the need for 

reinforcements became 

critical it was decided that 

the Light Horse should be 

sent to Anzac Cove to fight 

alongside the infantry in a 

dismounted role. 

 

Bill Robinson continued to serve as a light horseman with the 1st Light Horse Regiment.  The 1st 

Regiment sailed from Alexandria, bound for the peninsula, on 9 May, landing at Anzac on the 

morning of 12 May.  The 1st Light Horse landed with only one casualty, Lieutenant Dowling losing 

a couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.  The Turks made 

sure that the regiment’s welcome was not a pleasant one. 

 

The sound of machine gun and rifle fire and occasional shrapnel burst keeping the men on edge and 

preventing all but the hardiest soul from getting any sleep. About 3 am on the night of the landing, 

Aug Davidson was laughingly heard to say, “Well, they are fools, they’ve been shooting at me all 

night and not hit me once.” 



 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Pope’s Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  Pope’s Hill was by this time a 

comparatively comfortable post. Pope’s was safeguarded by the fact that most of the enemy’s 

trenches opposite, on the Chessboard and Baby 700, were completely commanded by the New 

Zealand position on Russell’s Top. The 1st Light Horse Regiment therefore took over a fairly secure 

position, the 2nd Light Horse Regiment moved into nearby Quinn’s Post.  

 

The 13th and 15th Battalions had left the trenches as soon as the light horsemen took up their 

positions. The infantry however, in their haste to be relieved, failed to pass on valuable hints to the 

Light Horsemen. The troopers, for the most part laid their rifles against the side of the trench, sat 

down on their overcoats, and waited. The infantry left a few periscopes, and knew not to look over 

the parapet for more than a few seconds, but they failed to advise the troopers of that fact.  

 

The light horsemen learnt the hard way – many of the periscopes were shattered by bullets, as the 

men tried to use them for too long.  The Turks also welcomed the light horse with a flurry of 

bombs. The troopers soon learnt the various methods of dealing with that threat. Some men picked 

up the bombs and threw them back; others learnt to smother the bombs with partly filled sandbags. 

 

Trooper Robinson was probably on the left of 

Popes Hill, with C Squadron [not confirmed].  

Trooper Fred Hunt (shown right) was probably 

the first Gilgandra man to fall while serving with 

the 1st Light Horse, he was killed in action on 18 

May 1915, Hunt was laid to rest in the Quinn’s 

Post Cemetery. 

 

 

Alex Stinson (shown left) was also a trooper in 

the 1st Light Horse, born in the Wellington district; 

he had also grown up in the Gilgandra district, in 

his later years he had moved to Sydney where he worked for the Sydney Harbour Trust.  Alex was 

at Pope’s when he received a serious gunshot wound to his chest, also on 18 May. Alex died aboard 

the hospital ship Soudan, just off the peninsula the following day (19 May), he was buried at sea. 

 

After their initial steep learning curve, the light horsemen quickly adapted to life on the peninsula, 

during its time on Gallipoli the 1st Light Horse played a mainly defensive role.  The Regiment did 

mount an attack on a position known as “the Chessboard” as part of the August Offensive of 7 

August – 200 men were involved, 147 became casualties (killed or wounded).   

 

No indication is made on Bill’s file as to having been wounded at that time, so he probably was one 

of the lucky ones who had not taken part in the attack.   Bill continued to serve on the peninsula as 

the harsh wintry conditions began to set in. 

 

It was on 9 December 1915 that Bill was evacuated from the peninsula suffering ‘a sore on foot’; he 

was evacuated back to Mudros (Lemnos Island) for treatment.  After two weeks Bill was 

transported by hospital ship back to Alexandria, where he arrived on Boxing Day. 

 

By the middle of January 1916 Bill was back with his regiment in Egypt, his regiment had remained 

on the peninsula for only a further ten days after Bill’s evacuation.  Back in Egypt regiment 

returned to their mounts and took up patrolling duties with the Western Frontier Force in Egypt. 

 



Bill served with his regiment up until April 1916, on 16 April he was admitted to hospital, the result 

of a venereal affliction.  Bill received initial treatment at the 1st Australian Dermalogical Hospital at 

Abbassia, but was quickly sent on ‘quarantine’ details for several weeks before being declared fit to 

resume duty. 

 

Bill returned to duty at the 1st Light Horse Training Regiment at Tel-el-Kebir.  At this time a large 

number of light horsemen were volunteering for other units in an effort to serve on the Western 

Front, where most saw the focus of the war to be.  On 1 May 1916 Bill was transferred to a pioneer 

battalion (4th?) at Serapuem. 

 

Bill’s file is not clear as to his movements during May, he was probably amongst a 

group that volunteered to become MMP in the middle of May (this is born out in 

Trooper John Tomlinson’s file he had a similar path to Bill).  They were attached to the APM, 4 th 

Divisional Headquarters on (or around) 19 May 1916. Many men from C Squadron had in fact 

already volunteered to become MMP, Aug Davidson was already serving with the 5 th Division’s 

MMP. 

 

Bill was sent to the Western Front 

aboard the Kinsfaun Castle (shown 

right), departing Alexandria on 2 

June 1916, arriving at Marseilles 

some six days later.  In late June 

1916 Bill’s file shows that he was 

temporarily attached to the 15th 

Infantry Brigade, however it is not 

until 2 July 1916 that Bill shows as 

being taken on strength by the 4th 

Divisional Headquarters (as a 

MMP) and promoted to the rank of 

acting corporal. 

 

On 20 July he spent several weeks attached to the 13th Brigade Headquarters.  On 8 August Bill 

rejoined Divisional Headquarters, towards the end of the month he was evacuated to a hospital at 

Camiers suffering tonsillitis. 

 

When fit Bill was sent to the Etaples Depot (as was normal protocol), he then appears to have been 

sent to the 13th Battalion for a short time, here he reverted to his substantive rank.  Once again Bill’s 

file is confusing; it appears that he was formally transferred to the MMP of the 4 th Australian 

Division on 18 September 1916.  September 1916 was in fact the month when all the Divisional 

MMP were formally absorbed into the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

The Australian Divisional Provosts primarily adopted the methods of the British provosts.  The 

British had over eighteen months experience of fighting on the Western Front and by necessity had 

learnt to utilise their military police wisely.  French traffic control movements were also studied and 

used. 

 

Generally the strength of an infantry division’s detachment was as follows; One APM (generally 

either a major or a captain), a TCO (Traffic Control Officer), which was later redesignated as being 

a APM Learner), one staff sergeant (the Sergeant Major of the unit, often referred to as the ‘Majio’), 

three sergeants, four corporals (as shown above in routine orders), four lance corporals (also shown) 

and fourteen privates.  In the case of the MMP referred to as troopers as they were mounted troops. 

 



The photo to the left comes from February 1917, it shows the 

4th Division’s APM, Captain W.F. Kensett (seated) and the 

unit’s APM Learner (TCO), Lieutenant R. Penna (standing).  

Kensett had been the 4th Division’s APM since shortly after its 

formation, a British officer briefly commanding for a time, he 

remained in charge until September 1917 when ill-health forced 

his return to England and then shortly after back to Australia. 

Kensett’s true name was in fact Michael Aloysius Kelly; he 

only declared this after his appointment was terminated in 

1918. 

 

Reuben Penna had been a Victorian policeman prior to 

enlisting; he had served as a Brigade and then Divisional MMP 

(staff sergeant) on the Gallipoli peninsula.  He had received his 

promotion to Lieutenant in January 1916, and although 

formally posted to the 22nd Battalion appears to have spent most 

of 1916 and early 1917 as the 4th Division’s TCO.  Both 

Kensett and Penna would be mentioned in despatch for their 

service on the Western Front. Penna had already been 

mentioned for his sterling work as a military policeman on 

Gallipoli. 

 

 

Traffic Control Posts strictly enforced the movement of men and machines, both forwards and 

rearwards from the front.  For traffic control duties it was found that at normal times, in a divisional 

area, 30 to 50 men could handle duties.  During operations one or two officers and 60 to 90 men 

were needed to handle divisional requirements. 

 

As there were only 25 military police within a division, and during operations only a dozen or so 

available for traffic duty, the balance of manpower was found from within the Division.  This unit 

became known as the 4th Divisional Traffic Detachment (other division’s referred to it as a 

company), it numbered (for the 4th Division) from about 70 to 90 men and was drawn from various 

units, generally from within the Division, when the Division was out of the line the detachments 

numbers would be reduced.  The unit came under the control of the APM, (Captain Kensett or later 

Major Jarvie), who also had a Traffic Control Officer to assist him. 

 

When needed Divisional APM’s could also call for support in traffic duties from the Corps APM, 

who would draw assistance from the Anzac Mounted Regiment or the Anzac Cyclist Battalion.  

Indeed much of the Light Horse and Cyclists time on the Western Front was dedicated to Police 

Duties, primarily traffic control. As well the division drew upon the assistance of the local 

gendarmes, at times the Division may have utilised the services of up to seven gendarmes (either 

French or Belgium, depending upon which country the division was in), these gendarmes were 

attached to the divisional headquarters and worked closely with the MMP. 

 

During operations the roads were divided into sectors, with Traffic Posts established at every 

critical junction.  A provost sergeant, or a sergeant from the Traffic Control Detachment, Cyclist 

Battalion or the Mounted Regiment usually commanded each sector.  Under his control would be 

four to six men who constantly patrol their sector forward to the next post. Where possible 

telephones were connected between posts, as well signposting and warning signals were erected.  

Movement tables were drawn up, detailing troop and vehicle movement (mechanical or horse-

drawn).  Where possible, provisions were made for breakdowns, and supplies organised to effect 

immediate road repair if needed. 



 
 

Author’s copy of AWM photo EZ0084: The men standing talking on the bank in the middle of the photo are 

believed to be MMP and traffic men standing at the entrance to their dugout.  The photo is dated 1 August 1916 

and is the road to Pozieres. 

 

Being in charge of the forward areas of their division, the 4th Divisional Provosts forward posts, as 

well as controlling traffic, also had the important task of acting as Battle/Straggler Posts.  

Battle/Straggler Posts during battles would direct troops forward and would collect and sort men 

returning from the front.   

 

Men heading rearward without a legitimate 

reason could be treated as deserters and 

arrested.  Where there are instances recorded 

of British Red-Caps actually shooting their 

own troops for acts of cowardice, Australian 

Military Police appear to have been more 

compassionate in their handling of their own 

men.                              
 

Postcard; Authors Collection. 
 

 

 

Stragglers were regarded as being genuinely lost or disoriented men, but not intentionally deserting.  

These men were collected at the posts, sorted into groups, fed, re-armed if necessary and returned to 

the front.  Wounded men were promptly directed to first-aid posts.  

 

Military Police Posts, whether Traffic Control or Battle/Straggler Posts, were attractive targets for 

enemy artillery.  Several of the Division’s provosts and traffic men were to be killed or wounded 

while manning these posts.  In saying that, the men were part of the 4th Division, but there was also 

co-operation with the other Divisions, sometimes drawing upon another provost unit during attacks 

for extra manpower.  The supporting 2nd ANZAC Headquarters provosts could also often called 

upon to support the frontline provosts.  Sometimes the 4th Division MMP may have been called 

upon to continue to man posts while another Division took over that sector, on occasions not 

rejoining their own Division for several weeks. 

 



Another role that the MMP supervised was 

the evacuation and handling of German 

POW’s, this was often done in conjunction 

with the attached cyclists or light horsemen.  

Often it is hard to distinguish who the 

mounted guards are in photos, as the light 

horsemen on the Western Front wore the 

same uniform as the MMP.  The unit that 

had captured the prisoners may have also 

have been called upon to supply guards.  

 

The MMP shown to the left are probably 

from the 1st or 2nd Division Detachments.   

 

It was not just German prisoners that the military police supervised; it was military police that 

manned the Field Punishment Compounds and also Safe Custody Compounds that were close to the 

front, although these were men generally posted to that role.  This was not an enviable role, but one 

that was a necessary part of life on the Western Front, habitual offenders were generally removed to 

the rear and the worst sent back to the U.K. where they would undertake their sentence in military 

prisons, once again manned by Australian Military Police. 

 

Bill continued to serve on the Western Front, in both Belgium and France, and did so for the 

remainder of his time overseas. If a military policeman was happy to serve in France he was not 

forced to take a posting back to England (part of a normal Corps rotation system).   

 

In April 1917 Bill was evacuated back to a hospital back at Etaples, once again having contracted a 

venereal affliction (he received 53 days treatment).  It was not 12 June 1917 that Bill was deemed 

fit enough to report to the base depot (still at Etaples) as he prepared to rejoin his unit. 

 

After two days at the Etaples Depot Bill was sent to the Rouelles Depot (near the Le Havre Depot) 

where he was recorded as being on Conducting Duty (?), he was so tasked for the next ten days.  At 

the completion of that duty Bill was sent to the 1st ANZAC Headquarters MMP Detachment, where 

he was attached for a time, while in hospital he had received his promotion to corporal. 

 

Bill only spent a few days with the 1st ANZAC Headquarters; on 4 July he was detached for duty 

with the APM at Amiens.  Amiens was located close to the frontline and easily bombed and shelled 

by the Germans, the town suffered heavy damage during the war. The one building that suffered 

little damage was the main church within the town, the Germans sparing it from direct shellfire 

when possible. That detachment lasted until 1 August, when Bill rejoined the 1st ANZAC 

Headquarters. 

 

In late December 1917 Bill was sent on two weeks training at the 4th Army Provost School.  This 

was a common occurrence by this stage of the war, the instruction covered areas such as; Charge 

Reports and Evidence, Notebook and Traffic Notes.  Physical skills dealt with included; Physical 

Training and Self Defence and Revolver handling.   

 

A further portion of the training dealt with Equitation and Stables, remembering that most of the 

men attending this course were Divisional MMP (Military Mounted Police). The men were also 

assessed on their General Smartness and Efficiency; unfortunately no results are shown on Bill’s 

file as to how he fared on course. 

 



Bill rejoined the Australian Corps Headquarters on 13 January 1918, the amalgamation of the 1st 

and 2nd ANZAC Headquarters bringing about the change.  Bill spent the next few months with the 

Corps Headquarters detachment. 

 

On 31 March 1918 Bill was detached for 

duty with the APM at Le Havre.  This was 

quite a large detachment, as Australian 

military policemen helped police all of the 

Australian Base Depots where the men 

arrived at after crossing the English 

Channel., the Australian MP’s also worked 

closely with the military police of the other 

commonwealth countries, who similarly had 

depots in that coastal area.   The men could 

remain at the various depots from anywhere 

from several days to up to several months, 

prior to joining their new or original units.  

 

Bill would remain at Le Havre throughout 1918; because of his early enlistment in October 1918 he 

became eligible for 3 months special leave back to Australia (or to the U.K. if the soldier chose).  

Bill chose to return to Australia, as did the bulk of the 1914 men.  On 12 October he returned to 

England as part of “A” draft to await a passage back to Australia. 

 

On 23 October 1918 Bill began his return voyage to Australia for his leave.  The men were still at 

sea when news of the Armistice reached the vessel on 11 November, with the war over the need for 

the men to return to Europe ceased.  Bill Robinson was discharged from the AIF on 25 February 

1919. 

 

Bill returned to the family property after the war, working the farm for his father who had fallen 

from a horse and was struggling to maintain the property.  Bill’s father died in 1922, Bill tried to 

purchase the farm and keep it going, but without the banks support was unable to do so and the farm 

had to be sold. 

 

Bill then moved to Roma in Queensland, where he had a mail run (as well as working on farms?), it 

was in Roma that he met Mary Greaves.  Mary was of Scottish descent, the pair married in 

December 1928. 

 

The couple appear to have returned to the Gilgandra district for a time after being married.  Bill 

worked on the district roads and was able to secure a position with the local Council. Eldest son, 

John Henry (named after his uncle Jack) was born at Gilgandra in 1930; Margaret Anne was born in 

July 1935.  The family remained in the Gil district until just before the Second World War. 

 

The family then moved to Wee Waa where Bill continued to work with road making plant, William 

Joseph (Bill junior) and Francis Neil (Frank) were born at Wee Waa, Bill in 1940 and Frank in 

1943. Not surprisingly during the war Bill was conscripted into the CCC (Civilian Construction 

Corps), Bill is known to have worked at Bathurst (on the aerodrome?) and at Cairns at various 

stages of the war.  Bill volunteered for service in New Guinea with the CCC, but was not accepted 

for any overseas jobs.  

 

Bill returned to Wee Waa after the war and resumed his civil employment as a plant operator with 

the Namoi Shire Council; he was able to keep working with the council until he was seventy years 

of age. 



141 CORPORAL Archibald ROBINSON 
 

Archie Robinson was born at Talangatta in Victoria, he described himself as being a married man, 

26 years of age and working as a labourer when he stepped forward to enlist on 17 August 1914, 

only days after the outbreak of the ‘Great War.’  Like many young men of his era Archie had seen 

some military service, in his case some two years as a senior cadet.  Archie’s wife, Edith, gave an 

address in ____ when her husband enlisted.   

 

Private Robinson became part of A 

Company with the Victorian 7th Battalion.  

The 7th Battalion sailed with the 1st convoy, 

the bulk of the 6th and 7th Battalions 

boarded the Hororata, (shown to the left 

below) sailing on 19 October 1914.  With 

over 2000 men and 150 Officers onboard 

the troopship was very crowded, the men 

had to adapt to sleeping in hammocks with 

only three inches between.   Towards the end of October, while at Albany in West Australia, A 

Company from the 6th Battalion was transferred to the Omrah, this relieved the overcrowding to 

some extent.   

 

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, 

lectures and musketry practice helped keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts 

were probably of more interest to the men as they whiled away the long hours at sea. The Hororata 

and Omrah both docked at Suez on 1 December 1914, but both battalions were kept onboard for 

several days before disembarking.  

 

The two battalions were sent by train to Cairo, from Cairo the battalions boarded electric trams, 

which took them the 19 kilometres to the Mena Camp.  Without any of their baggage or blankets on 

the first night most of the men simply slept in or under their greatcoats on the relatively soft ground. 

 



Shortly after the battalion’s arrival training resumed, numerous route marches into the desert tested 

the men.  However leave was also liberally granted and the officers and men were easily able to get 

to Cairo to see the wondrous ancient sites, as well as indulging in the seedier aspects that the city 

offered.  The locals took full advantage of the Australian troop’s presence and hawkers would be 

present, even on route marches, in the hope of selling their oranges, chocolates and cigarettes to the 

men. 

 

Of course the close 

proximity of the Mena 

Camp to the pyramids 

meant that nearly every 

man from the battalion 

would pose on a camel with 

the pyramids as the 

backdrop.  In early January 

the eight – company 

battalions were re-organised 

into only four, A and B 

Companies combined to 

form the new A Company. 

 

The 7th Battalion was amongst the first battalions to land on the Gallipoli peninsula on 25 April.  

Archie appears to have gotten through the first few weeks unscathed.  The battalion, as part of the 

2nd Brigade fought for and consolidated positions on and around the 400 Plateau. 

 

After consolidating those positions for several days the battalion was withdrawn to the relative 

safety of Shell Green.  Here the battalion re-grouped and rested after the intense fighting of the 

landing and the first few nights. On 2 May the battalion re-entered support trenches.  

   

On 5 May the 2nd Brigade, which included the 7th Battalion was ordered to march to the south to 

Cape Helles, in order to help the British Forces there.  The men from the 7th Battalion (like its sister 

battalions) were merely bystanders for several days.  However on 8 May the entire 2nd Brigade 

entered the attack on the village of Krithia. 

 

The Australian Brigade suffered heavy losses, the same as the British units at Cape Helles, a same 

gain was territory was made, but Krithia was still unable to be seized. It was probably during this 

attack that Private Archie Robinson was wounded; he was presumably treated at a British Casualty 

Clearing Station before being evacuated to a hospital ship. 

 

By 13 May the 7th Battalion (normally over 1,000 men) numbered only 8 officers and 366 men. 

Archie probably wrote the following quick letter while waiting for the attack at Krithia;   

 

We have seen plenty of fighting.  It is great fun in the trenches, I don’t think.  I have 

been lucky so far – you have no idea how lucky.  I would write you a longer letter but we are 

not allowed. 

 

Unfortunately Archie’s file is poorly recorded in relation to his 1915 service and it is hard to 

accurately interpret, it appears that he most probably wounded somewhere around 8 May 1915, 

suffering a gunshot wound to one of his knees.  Archie was evacuated back to Egypt where he was 

admitted to the 1st AGH at Heliopolis. 

 



It is hard to decipher how long Archie spent in hospital receiving treatment, when fit enough he 

appears to have been employed at the Dermatological Hospital at Cairo, most probably as a guard, 

by now it was approaching 1916.  Archie did not re-join his battalion on Anzac Cove. The unusual 

death of an Australian (?) soldier in January 1916 shows that at that time Archie was being 

employed as a military policeman at the Gizeh (Ghizereh?) Camp. 

 

 
(Despite a determined search author was unable to guess the most probable identity of the dead soldier, if in 

fact he was Australian at all.) 

 

It doesn’t appear that Private Robinson actually returned to duty with the 7th Battalion, it appears 

that when deemed fit to resume infantry duties he did so at the Serapuem Camp, where he was 

transferred to the 14th Battalion.  On 17 May 1916 Archie was promoted to the rank of acting 

corporal and took on the role of a provost corporal within the battalion. 
 

The 14th Battalion headed for the Western 

Front aboard the troopship Transylvania, 

departing Alexandria on 1 June 1916 (also 

aboard the Transylvania were the 5th 

Divisional MMP, as well as ____ who also 

joined the 4th Division MMP).  The 

Transylvania arrived at Marseilles on 8 June. 

 

From Marseilles the battalion entrained to 

Bailleul in the north of France.  A little over a 

week later on 17 June the battalion marched 

forward to billets at Fort Rompu, as it prepared to enter the frontline.  The 14th Battalion entered the 

frontline in the Bois Grenier sector (near Fromelles) on 28 June.  The Germans welcomed the new 

battalion with some shelling, but casualties were only light.  On 30 June about a dozen men were 

wounded (one man was killed). 

 



Corporal Robinson was one of those wounded on 30 June 1916; his wounds were obviously not 

serious as he was able to remain on duty.  Archie’s file is once again confusing when an entry date 

12 August 1916 reports that he was again wounded in action, however on 13 August he is reported 

as ‘now rejd [rejoined] Unit not wounded.’  Possibly this was simply a clerk’s misinterpretation of 

Archie’s earlier wounding? 

 

A month later on 13 September 1916 Corporal Robinson was transferred to the 4th 

Divisional MMP, not a surprising move considering his duties while he had been 

recovering from his Gallipoli wounds back in Egypt.  Like all the Divisional MMP Archie’s file 

shows that he was formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps, in Archie’s case only 

three days after he had taken up those duties. 

 

Archie served with the 4th Divisional MMP throughout 1917 and 1918, and despite his earlier stints 

during 1915 and 1916, for the later years he remained in good health.  In late June 1917 Archie was 

promoted to the substantive rank of corporal (no longer acting). (see Bill Robinson’s write-up for a 

break-down of the ranks within the MMP detachment). 

 

In February 1918 Archie was transferred back to England.  After a short time at Tidworth, Archie 

was posted to the Manchester Detachment.  It was not until July that Archie returned to Tidworth. 

 

Because of his early enlistment (August 1914) in 

October 1918 Archie became eligible for ‘furlo’ 

back to Australia.  This three months leave 

quickly became known as ‘1914 Special Leave’, 

but amongst the files of some of the original’s 

many were marked as returning to Australia as 

being on ‘SUBMARINE GUARD DUTY’ aboard 

troopships heading back to Australia.  

 

Corporal Archibald Robinson returned to 

Australia aboard the Borda (shown right) in late 

October 1918.  Robinson was discharged from the 

AIF at Melbourne on 16 February 1919. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 


