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Cold-footed Bastards? 

By Trevor Munro. 
 

arly 1916 saw the formation of the Anzac Provost Corps. Despite the Corps having a number 

of competent officers, the nature of its tasks in dealing with the discipline of the Army meant 

that its military police were never popular with the men of the AIF. 

 

Prior to the formation of the Corps policing within the AIF was a very ad hoc. 

Regimental or military police were generally raised whenever the need arose, 

such as for annual training camps. The first Australian Army deployment, the 

Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force (AN&MEF), which 

deployed to New Guinea in August 1914, did not have a military police 

detachment although an Assistant Provost Marshal (APM), Captain Ravenscroft 

(shown right), was appointed shortly before the contingent landed in New 

Guinea. 

The following photographs come from the Rodini collection (author’s copy). 

Private Rodini served with ‘E’ Company within the New Guinea Force. He was 

a keen photographer and captured many images of the men. The photograph 

below shows the military police detachment at Madang. The men have 

armbands on and appear to be under the command of a sergeant (white 

armband). Rabaul, being the largest concentration of troops, would have had a 

larger detachment of military police and was where the APM was located. It is 

unlikely that our military police in New Guinea had any formal training. It would 

have been ‘on-the-job training under a senior NCO. 



Interestingly, Rodini did take a further photo of the Madang Detachment, probably only a few weeks 

later. That image has the men in relaxed and humorous poses and are identifiable from the first photo, 

indicating there was probably little change in the men within the detachment. 



No nominal rolls of the military police in the AN&MEF have been located. Captain Twynam was 

appointed as the Officer In Charge of the native police, with a Lieutenant G. Manning as Assistant 

Judge Advocate General, and Lieutenant C.E. Manning (brothers?) as his assistant. Identifiable 

military police are Petty Officer Hoffman at Herbertshohe, Sergeants Dovey and Kimpton at Rabaul, 

and Sergeant Howarth was the Police Master at Kawang. There was also a Sergeant Anderson. 

Privates Penny and Wilson were both recorded as being military policemen when they were court- 

martialed in November 1914, following their involvement in a robbery in Rabaul. Both were sent 

back to Australia in disgrace. There were seven ex-New South Wales policemen within that first 

contingent: Privates Abbott, Clarke, Collins, Hay, Rushbrooke, Bullman and Withers. Abbott’s file 

shows that he was detailed to assist at the Stables in charge O.C. Native Police. It’s unclear if any of 

the other ex-policemen held military-police type roles. 

Captain Ravenscroft was also court- martialed 

after he returned to Australia in late February 

1915, charged with unlawfully 

commandeering several items (including a 

camera) during his time in New Guinea. 

Despite being cleared of the nine charges, 

Ravenscroft left the Army. Dovey’s role as 

Police Sergeant saw him detailed to supervise 

the discharge of corporal punishment (lashes) 

on several German civilians in late November 

1914 (shown right in AWM A02630A). 

Dovey is the figure with the slouch hat [with 

an X underneath] in the photo below. 



During training in 

Australia, the roles of 

the Regimental and 

Divisional Military 

Mounted Policemen 

(MMP) were becoming 

distinct from the larger 

number of Garrison and 

Camp Police who were 

employed in and around 

the various training 

camps across Australia. 

Many of these garrison 

police would eventually 

join the AIF. 

 

However, the roles of the military policemen within the AIF were still reliant upon the unit’s 

commanding officer as to the policing roles they performed. Indeed, their numbers were not large; 

generally the detachments were of five to ten men under the command of a sergeant. Sergeant Jim 

Tweedie was a Boer War veteran and commanded the 4th Infantry Brigade Headquarter’s military 

police. Sergeant Tweedie is on the extreme left in AWM DAOD 0547 (below), his armband having 

being worn lower on his arm so as not to obscure his rank. On his left is his brother Jack, who had 

also seen service in South Africa. 

Jim Tweedie did not sail with his brigade to Gallipoli. Instead, he remained on duty in Alexandria 

where he died in July 1915, of pneumonia and chronic nephritis (inflammation of the kidneys). Jack 

Tweedie took over as sergeant of the 4th Brigade MMP, serving on Anzac Cove and on the Western 

Front. 



As the Gallipoli campaign bogged down in a stalemate, 

new roles were found for the military police. Their 

numbers had increased from ten to twenty-five men to a 

division, with sections allocated to divisional 

headquarters and, on occasions, to the brigades. As well, 

each unit usually employed its own regimental police. 

Military policemen were employed on a multitude of 

tasks, including guiding newly arrived units and men 

from the beaches to their destinations; overseeing the 

prisoner of war cage at Anzac Cove; supervising the 

guarding of stores and supply dumps; and even the 

provision of bodyguards and for senior officers. General 

Birdwood (above right) and official war correspondent 

CEW Bean (above left) were both assigned police 

bodyguards at various times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the Peninsula the military police shared equally in the dangers of life at Gallipoli. Privates Henry 

Hodder and David Fisher had both enlisted in Broken Hill, serving in the 10th Battalion. The pair were 

serving as military police when a shell struck their dugout in August 1915, killing both. Hodder had 

been a New South Wales policeman prior to enlisting. 

Unfortunately it is hard to identify the military police at Gallipoli in photographs as few wore their 

armbands due to the danger from snipers. There were few problems with alcohol on the Peninsula, as 

there had been in Egypt and would be in France. However, it was known that rum jars were stored on 

the beach at Anzac and there are a number of recorded instances of men trying to ‘pilfer grog from 

the beach’. It is notable that the only soldier known to have been court martialed over this was a 

military policeman, Private R Daws, who was sacked as a military policeman and ‘returned to his 

original unit’.  

The AWM photo [P11288.003] on the following page was taken by Private Percy Shearwood from 

the 7th Battalion.  It was labelled simply as ‘Anzac Police’, meaning the men were probably from the 

New Zealand and Australian Division, which would be consistent with several lemon-squeezer hats 

being worn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following AWM photo [RC DIG 000135] appears to show on the extreme right a military 

policeman wearing an armband escorting a blindfolded Turkish officer during negotiations for the 

ceasefire in May. Towards the end of the Gallipoli Campaign, Captain John Williams (2nd Division 

APM) and Captain William Smith (1st Division APM) were the two main APMs for the AIF on 

Gallipoli. They now had upwards of 120 military policemen (both regimental and divisional) coming 

directly under their command. 



Both Smith (left) and Williams (right) were 

very capable APMs. Smith had taken over 

command of the 1st Division’s MMP from De 

Bucy in early 1915, prior to the division landing 

on Gallipoli. An ex-policeman, he encouraged 

fellow officers to take up the MMP role. 

Williams had been seconded from the 11th 

Battalion to take command of a detention centre 

at Heliopolis in late December 1914. 

Keen to take part in the campaign on the Peninsula, he left that role 

in June 1915 and was later to become the APM of the newly formed 2nd Division (early August). 

With the Gallipoli campaign coming to a close, the military policemen and officers involved in the 

formulation of the evacuation plan became essential. No doubt Smith and Williams would have 

played important parts in getting the troops off Anzac Cove. The military police on Gallipoli were 

not directly involved in the fighting, but their worth can be gleaned from many of the citations they 

earned while on the peninsula. 

Corporal Matthew Hoy: Served with the Military Police, 25 April until severely wounded on 29 

May. In carrying out his orders he displayed admirable devotion to duty, as well as imperturbable 

courage under heavy shell fire, on many occasions from both flanks of the beach. His energy and 

pluck have been of the greatest value at all times. 

Private George Roach: Landed on the 25th April, and until wounded on 15/7/1915 distinguished 

himself at all times by coolness under fire and devotion to duty. His work has been repeatedly brought 

to notice by officers employed on the beach for the gallantry and energy displayed by him. 

Sergeant Gerald Freer: S/Sgt, then Sergt, Freer landed on 25/4/15 as a Military Police Sergeant. 

From then until the evacuation, with the exception of a few weeks when he was in an isolation camp 

at Lemnos, he was present with the Brigade or DH. at Anzac. In October he rejoined the Division 

and did conspicuously good work at Anzac on the nights of the evacuation. At Mudros (Lemnos 

Island), under very trying circumstances, he was senior NCO of Police and by his conduct and 

example did a great deal in assisting the APM in his most difficult and arduous duties. 

Staff Sergeant Reuben Penna: Has served with the Military Mounted Police 

with the 1st Infantry Brigade and with Divisional Headquarters from the 25th 

April, and has proved himself on all occasions a cool and gallant soldier, as 

well as a most efficient assistant to the APM. He has done  yeoman service 

under the extremely trying conditions of the beach under shell fire, whilst his 

gallant bearing and coolness have set an invaluable example, particularly in 

landing troops and conducting them to their destination at all times of the day 

and night. 

Sergeant George Little (New Zealand Forces): For general good service and devotion to duty.  Was 

wounded on July 24th by shrapnel when on duty on the beach and [was] evacuated to hospital 

– returning to duty in September continued to carry out his duties with the police – always in an 

exemplary manner. 



Corporal William Kenny: For general good service as one of the ACMP at 

Anzac Cove since April 25th to present date (?). Has carried out his several duties 

(?) in maintaining discipline and regulating traffic on piers and [the] beach, 

frequently under shell fire with gallantry and in an exemplary manner. 

 
Corporal William Elliott: In continuation of my Despatch of 26th August, 1915, I have the honour to 

submit the following name of No. 35 Corporal William Elliott, Military Mounted Police. 

Staff Sergeant William Kerr: He is the only one of the Divisional Police left of those who landed 

on the 25th April and has been conspicuous throughout by his disregard of personal danger. He has 

set a fine soldierly example, especially to drafts he has guided to units. The Army Corps Commander 

is pleased to place on record his appreciation of the capable and satisfactory manner in which [Kerr] 

carried out his duties during the evacuation from Anzac. 

Corporal John Brownrigg: For conspicuous good work at Anzac from October until the final  night 

of the evacuation. His work, often under heavy shell fire, was carried out in a satisfactory manner. 

Captain William Smith was also recognised by Special Mention in Dispatch. His citation is hard  to 

locate, but is as follows: This officer has been on duty from the date of landing, 25th April, along the 

whole length of the beach, and has been employed in disembarking drafts and conducting them to 

their sections of the defences. He has repeatedly been under the crossfire of enemy guns and has 

carried out his onerous duties calmly and coolly, setting an excellent example. 

Acknowledgement of the MID appears in the ‘London Gazette’ of 5 November, 1915. Fittingly, it is 

listed in the ‘Gazette’ close to five men who had served on the Peninsula as MMP (Penna, Little, 

Elliott, Hoy and Roach). 



A
W 

 
fter the evacuation from Gallipoli, Egypt was soon awash with Allied troops and the sight 

of the Australian slouch hat was once again common in and around Cairo. Large numbers 

of fresh reinforcements for the AIF had arrived enabling the doubling in size of the force. 

With such a large force, and the discipline problems experienced in Egypt, it was decided to 

implement a more formal arrangement for the AIF’s police force, leading to the formation 

of the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Not surprisingly, when the call for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps went out in March 1916, 

a large number of men offered their services. Initially, Gallipoli service was a pre-requisite, or at least 

highly desirable. However, this criteria restricted the number of applicants and volunteers from all 

units with a clean record and the Commanding Officer’s recommendation were considered. 
 

Either Captain Neill (shown left) or his adjutant, Lieutenant Rodgers 

VC, interviewed all applicants. Australian detectives brought to 

Egypt to help with policing assisted the screening of volunteers and 

attempted to prevent entry by some less-desirable characters. 

Nevertheless, a number of ‘bad characters’ did make it into the new 

Corps. 

On 3 April 1916, over 800 men were taken on strength by the AIF’s 

fledgling Provost Corps. These men still had to prove themselves 

during training and not all would become military policemen. Many 

of those that performed well, and were recommended by their 

battalion officers, were promoted and were formed the backbone of 

the Corps as it grew and expanded over the next few years. 



The men were trained at Abbassia camp on the outskirts of Cairo. Much of the training took place 

within the grounds of the 3rd Australian General Hospital (AGH). The photo on the previous page 

shows the men being led on to (or off) the Parade Ground in the grounds of the hospital. One of the 

men playing the bagpipes is Private Tom Eades, who had arrived in Egypt in late 1915 and not served 

on Gallipoli. Eades had an unusual occupation before and after the war; known by his nickname 

Pambo, the snake man he was a snake handler and eventually died prematurely from the compounding 

effects of numerous bites. During the training phase numerous men were weeded out with others 

requesting to be returned to their unit. Any man who committed a serious breach of discipline was 

immediately rejected. 

 

The training at Abbassia was along similar lines to any other Schools of Instruction. The early 

morning was devoted to physical exercises and regular infantry training. From 10.30 until midday, 

lectures were given on various subjects. Initially these lessons were on normal military subjects, such 

as musketry and bayonet fighting, but as the training evolved more police work was included. 

Generally, the afternoon consisted of drill, where a high importance was placed on ensuring that the 

men’s dress and bearing were first rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above photo (AWM GR4440) shows Lieutenant Warwick Fussell’s ‘C’ Troop, the winners of a 

troop drill competition, which most probably took place towards the end of their formal training at 

Abbassia. These men were all part of the Mounted Section of the corps. During training the mounted 

men were part of ‘A’ Squadron. Several of these men would have seen Gallipoli service. The man on 

the extreme right of the photo (facing) is Lance Corporal ‘Wattie’ Waller. Wattie was killed in action 

at Rafa in January 1917. 



By early May 1916, the bulk of the men had completed most of their training and were allocated to 

their sections. The Corps’ strength was initially set at 600 men and with two companies of foot police, 

or ‘infantry’, and a squadron of mounted police, or ‘light horse’. Ex-policeman Corporal Ted 

McCristal became part of what was referred to as the ‘Infantry Section’ which was deployed to the 

Kasr-el-Nil barracks to police the Cairo district, where its number was around one hundred men. 

Although the Corps was supposed to be two-thirds Australian and one-third New Zealanders, the New 

Zealanders never formally became part of the Corps, opting to form their own military police units. 

However, it was not unusual for the Kiwis to be attached to the Australian detachments, and within 

the ANZAC Mounted Divisions in Palestine the ratio of MMP was half Aussie, half Kiwi. 

Taking over the policing of Australian troops in 

Cairo from the previous Cairo Town Piquet was no 

easy task. Discipline in Cairo was lax and 

disturbances in the Ezbekiah district, especially, were 

an almost nightly occurrence. Patrol Headquarters 

was established in the Russell Soldiers’ Home in 

Sharia el Madhi, where there was always a provost 

officer on duty. Initially, the AIF troops on leave did 

not take well to the presence of Australian military 

police, and the Guard Rooms at Kasr el Nil were full 

every night. 

However, after several weeks of strict discipline the 

troops soon settled down and offences became less 

prevalent. By 19 May the entire Infantry Section of 

the Anzac Provost Corps had moved into the Cairo 

district, and the Mounted Section took over control of 

the Abbassia and Heliopolis districts. The photo 

(right) shows members of both the dismounted and 

mounted section of the Anzac Provost Corps 

escorting Turkish prisoners through Cairo. Ted 

McCristal is shown by the arrow.   

The Corps formalised its duties in the Cairo district and a system of escorts for discharged hospital 

patients was instigated. Several guards had to be supplied in Cairo on buildings such as the 

Australian Service Corps’ Sack Stores, the Telephone Exchange and the Ordnance Depot at Kasr-

el-Nil. 

During June 1916 a detachment of fifty men, under Lieutenant Kensett, left for France to support, the 

Australian troops heading for service on the Western Front. The exodus of the infantry divisions from 

Egypt continued until mid-June when the greater part of the Corps was transferred to England. 

On 3 August 1916, the main body of the corps embarked for Tidworth, England. The Egyptian 

Section, Anzac Provost Corps, numbering seven officers and 250 men, remained behind to police 

Egypt. Lieutenants Grigson and Crosby-Brown, and 115 men, referred to as the ‘Infantry Section,’ 

continued to police the Cairo district The Mounted Section, comprising Lieutenants Jordan, Watts, 

Hassam, Fussell and Adams, and 135 men[GW1], manned and patrolled detachments at, and nearby to 

the AIF’s training camps.  



Understanding the character of the Australian soldier, the Officer 

Commanding the Egyptian Section of the Corps, Captain Jordan was 

concerned that his men would gain a reputation as ‘rear area pogoes’ or ‘cold-

footed rotters’. These were common terms of abuse for men who worked in, 

what was seen by the infantry as, safe rear areas. In an attempt to avoid this 

reputation, a light horse troop was raised under Lieutenant Peter Martin 

(right), with the aim of giving ensuring all men had some form of active 

service. Lance Corporal Waller was one of the twenty-one men in the troop, 

which joined the Anzac Mounted Division at Kantara on 27 October 1916 as 

a normal fighting troop. Wattie was with the troop when it was attached to 

‘B’ Squadron, 1st Light Horse Regiment, joining the regiment at El Ghelia on 

18 November. 

Towards the end of November the Division moved to Geratat, the 1st LH 

Regiment taking up the outpost line about 14 miles east of Maadan. Here the 

regiment, including Lieutenant Martin’s men, frequently came into contact 

with the enemy. Including the seizing of Magdhaba on 23 December 1916, 

and the fighting at Rafa on 9 January 1917. It was during the fighting at Rafa 

that Lance Corporal Waller was severely wounded and died later that day. 

Regular rotations occurred to ensure as many men as possible saw ‘active service’. On 19 February 

1917, Lieutenants Martin was eventually transferred to Cairo, handing control of the troop to 

Lieutenant Adams, and then shortly after, Lieutenant Watts. It was during Lieutenant Watts’ time in 

command that the troop was disbanded, its role completed. 

 
The Egyptian Section of the Anzac Provost Corps adopted a similar system 

of rotation to the rest of the Corps. The photo below is from Sergeant Bert 

Toone’s collection. Toone (right) was another ex-policeman and was soon 

leading the detachments with both the Anzac Mounted and the Australian 

Mounted Divisions. The group photo shows Toone with his men (he is 

marked with the X). It’s unclear which detachment is shown. The circled 

figure is probably the APM of the detachment. 
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ervice in France and Belgium saw similar issues for the Corps. Many of the MMP serving with 

the infantry divisions had become MMP well before the formal training at Abbassia. Each 

infantry division now had twenty-five MMP plus a clerical NCO. They were under the 

command of the Division’s APM and his TCO (Traffic Control Officer). The TCO would also later 

be referred to as an ‘APM Learner’. The original MMP with the divisions often had a greater affinity 

with their division than to the Anzac Provost Corps into which they were formally absorbed. In 

September 1916, the Corps strength in France was around 16 officers and 190 men. 

The MMP in the forward areas with the divisions were generally respected more than those in the 

rear areas and on detachment at depots on the French Coast, although even the divisional MMP were 

still involved in disciplining allied troops. 

It is well documented that the military police at the Etaples and Le Havre depots on the French Coast 

were despised. Generally, the Australian military police were more tolerant in their handling of allied 

troops than the British ‘Red Caps’, but their duty of enforcing discipline inevitably saw them in 

conflict with Aussie soldiers. Often the military police in the coastal depots were mixed detachments 

from the various allied forces. Some of the men that sailed with Lieutenant Kensett would have 

become part of the Etaples Detachment; the others would have filled gaps within the Divisional MMP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Brazel (right) had sailed for France with Lieutenant Kensett. Jim 

had seen service on Gallipoli with the 2nd Battalion prior to volunteering 

for the military police. Upon his arrival in France he became part of the 

1st Anzac Corps Headquarters and was posted to the 1st Anzac Corps 

Field Punishment Compound. The punishment compound appears to 

have been the initial posting for many of the 1st Anzac Corps provosts 

when they reached France. Jim remained posted to the compound until 

27 February 1917. On that date he was detached for duty with the APM 

at Albert. 



In May 1917, Jim was transferred for duty with the APM 

at Le Havre and was promoted to lance corporal (a single 

stripe) for the duration of his posting. By 1917, the route 

for AIF reinforcements arriving in France from England, 

crossed that of the Canadians. Conflicts soon became 

common between Australian troops and the Canadian 

military police. Consequently, in June 1917, the depots in 

France for the two dominion forces were swapped, with 

the Australian depot being transferred to Harfleur, just  

outside Le Havre. This was the period during which Jim 

took up duty at Le Havre. The establishment strength for 

the Australian military police at the French base depots at 

that time was one officer and 34 men. The majority of 

these men were based at Le Havre, with possibly a section 

of 13 men at Etaples, at least until all Australian troops 

had left the Etaples depot.  

The centre photo below shows Jim (to the right of the photo facing) and a fellow Australian MP (left) 

with probably a British MP in the centre, with three young locals. Possibly taken at Le Havre. 



Like many Australian military policemen, Jim Brazel would marry while overseas. He married Nell 

Thomson (previous page, left) from Arbroath in Scotland in December 1918. Jim also had a brother, 

Percy, in an infantry battalion: Percy is shown (previous page, right). One wonders what he thought 

of his brother’s role within the AIF? 

January 1918 saw the Corps become the Australian Provost 

Corps, which was more in keeping with its actual composition. 

Australian military police would regularly serve alongside their 

Kiwi counterparts, but the New Zealand Provost Corps remained a 

separate entity. All of the men in France and Belgium came under 

the command of Lieutenant Colonel (temporary) William Smith. 
 

Lin Harston and Sonny Robertson were certainly not ‘cold-footed bastards’. 

They were both serving as MMP with the 5th Division under their APM, Major 

Edgar Langley (left). Harston had served on Gallipoli and become a MMP in 

Egypt in early May 1916 (pre-Abbassia). Robertson did not become a MMP 

until February 1917. 

Within their detachment the pair were good mates and their actions during the 

Battle of Menin Road in September 1917 shows the worth of good military 

police close to the frontline. Their citation reads: 

 

Corporal Harston and Trooper Robertson were on a Post at Menin Advanced 

Dressing Station on 26 September 1917, and were subjected to very heavy shelling and bombs during 

this whole time. In spite of this they carried out their duties in a courageous and cool manner. Several 

times it was only due to their coolness and courage that traffic was able to get through and they were 

the means of saving the lives of many men and of preventing transport from being blown up. 

Lin and Sonny’s post had not been located near the dressing station by chance; they were manning a 

battle-straggler post. It was their responsibility to maintain a free flow of traffic to and from the aid 

post. They were also tasked with supervising the walking wounded. This meant ensuring that fit men 

did not attempt to leave the line and making sure that wounded men did not unnecessarily discard 

their equipment. Sonny and Lin continued to serve with the 5th Division provosts. The award of their 

Military Medals had been an immediate one, which meant they were wearing their medal ribbons 

shortly after their act of bravery. 

In May 1918 the 5th Divisions provosts were manning posts around Corbie. Sonny and Lin Harston 

were among a party being billeted in a farm at Daours, to the north of Amiens on the Amiens-Albert 

railway line. For this reason it was an obvious site for several casualty clearing stations. The men 

were probably carrying out their morning routines when a German shell lobbed into the farmyard 

about 7 o’clock. Sonny Robertson and Lin Harston were killed instantly by the shell. Sonny’s and 

Lin’s bodies were taken to the 14th Field Ambulance for burial. 



Trooper Fred White and Private Archie Scott (a traffic man) would die as a result of their wounds the 

following day; several other men were also wounded. The loss of so many men from their small 

detachment would have been sorely felt. Lin Harston had been with Major Langley in the 13th Light 

Horse and had transferred to the MMP shortly after Langley had become APM for the 5th  Division. 

(Sonny far left, Lin left, Fred below and Archie below right.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For his service in France, Lieutenant Colonel Smith was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. 

Throughout the war he was also mentioned in dispatches on four separate occasions, including the 

fighting around the time that Harston and Robertson won their MMs. Smith’s DSO citation read as 

follows: 

On the 25th September 1917, Lieutenant Colonel SMITH, APM of the corps, hearing that the traffic 

on the YPRES-MENIN Road was gravely disorganised by shell fire, proceeded on his own initiative 

to the spot. Heavy enemy shelling had set dumps and transport on fire and thoroughly upset the traffic, 

but Lieutenant Colonel SMITH by his courage and example, restored the traffic and thereby saved 

both life and material and ensured the arrival of much  needed ammunition at the guns.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author’s copy of a photo of Major General J. Gellibrand, CB, DSO, 3rd Divisional Commander (left) and Colonel 

William Smith, DSO (slouch hat). The photo was taken at Mericourt in September 1918. 



Colonel Smith handled his role as APM in a similar fashion to his police duties: he was a no- nonsense 

type who was not afraid to handle any situation himself, rather than waiting for back-up from his 

MMP. A later series of articles (circa 1930s), obviously written by an officer who had known him 

well, recorded this incident: 

Now Colonel Smith (Bill Smith he was known as throughout the Australian Corps) had been a 

mounted trooper in Victoria before the war, and had, in the course of time, risen from a lieutenant in 

the Australian Provost Corps to command that unit [in France]. 

I discovered on arrival that the “riot” was being caused by a lance corporal and 

two men of the 1st Australian Engineers, who had looked too long upon the wine 

when it was red and were feeling somewhat bellicose in consequence. They were 

in one corner of the square, and surrounding them were about a dozen Redcaps 

(whom they were inviting to “come and pinch us”), a number of men from Army 

Headquarters, and several members of the army staff, including the Provost 

Marshal, a titled gentleman who took his position very seriously. 

I arrived in time to see Colonel Smith hop out of his car, stride through the troops, 

go up to the lance corporal, grasp him by the shoulder and say, “Here, corporal, 

give me your paybook!” Now most of the men in the corps knew and respected Bill 

Smith, especially those in our division with which he had originally served in 

Egypt. Whether the lance corporal knew him or not I cannot say, but he 

immediately produced his paybook from his tunic pocket. 

Opening the book, Colonel Smith said, “Oh, Lance-Corporal Blank of the 1st Engineers, you come 

along with me. And you two others come too. And he led Blank over to his motor car, followed by the 

other two. He then turned to his driver and a police sergeant who were in the car and said “Take 

those men’s names and units. Drive them home and hand them over to their commanding officer, and 

then pick me up at army headquarters.” 

The whole incident happened more quickly, almost, than it takes to tell and the army officers standing 

round were absolutely astounded. 

When it was over and the men had gone, Colonel Smith noticed the Army Provost Marshal for the 

first time, and went up and saluted him, only to be read a long lecture on the risks he had run and the 

impropriety of his action. “Why, the man might have struck you, and you would have had no valid 

defence, as you put your hand on him first.” He exclaimed. 

“There was no risk, sir,” returned Bill Smith. “These men are quite all right if you know how to 

handle them. Treat them right and they’re the best in the world.” 

“Well, you Australians certainly seem to have your own methods, and I must admit they seem fairly 

effective.” The Provost Marshal replied. “They are, of course, quite different to ours, and I shudder 

to think what would happen to us if we attempted to adopt them. By the way, Colonel Smith, are you 

a permanent soldier?” 

“No sir.” Replied Bill, with a grin. “In civil life I’m a permanent policeman.” 
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ith the winding up of the training centre at Abbassia, the bulk of the remaining men 

[GW2](around 400) were sent to England in early August, 1916. Those officers and NCO’s 

that had been carrying out the training took up roles as military policemen and APM’s at 

the various detachments that where springing up on the Salisbury Plains, supervising the 

men they had trained at Abbassia..  Initially the Anzac Provost Corps established itself at 

the Parkhouse Depot, but in early September the Corps was given a more permanent home 

at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. Bhurtpore Barracks now became the focal point for the 

corps in the UK. Major John Williams was promoted to colonel and took over command 

of the Anzac Provost Corps. Initially, in the UK the Corps had 11 officers and 391 men, 

but by the end of 1917 the UK Section had well over 500 men. 

Tidworth was a British Army garrison town. During the war it had a large concentration of Australian 

units. The Headquarters of AIF Depots in England was also within Bhurtpore Barracks (below), 

close-by to the military police barracks. Nearby were the numerous training camps and depots that 

housed the Australians, as they headed to and came back from the Western Front. 



AIF movement to and from the Western Front was now being focused in England. Numerous 

Australian Camps were formed in and around Salisbury Plain. Wherever there were large numbers of 

Australian troops there were detachments of Australian Military Police. At first, London had only a 

small detachment of military police under the command of Major V Brown. These men were, in fact, 

garrison military police, more akin to those serving as military police back in the major cities and 

camps of Australia. From humble beginnings of around ten men, by 1918 the detachment, operating 

out of Warwick Square, would have upwards of 120 men on its strength. Major Brown had command 

of the detachment for most of the war. 

Colonel Williams adopted a system of rotations during the period 1917-19. This saw military 

policemen posted to Divisional MMP detachments in France and Belgium. Some officers and men 

with medical restrictions were allowed to remain posted in the UK, but where possible rotations did 

occur. If an officer or military policemen was not medically suitable, their return to Australia was 

often the preferred option. Although the London Detachment was still akin to being a home garrison, 

the rotation policy and the the experience and training of the detachment’s military policemen, meant 

that the post was, in effect, an efficient detachment of the Australian Provost Corps. 

Assessments for those wishing to join the Anzac and, later, Australian, Provost Corps were now 

normally conducted out at Tidworth. Formal military police courses were also run in both Tidworth 

and in France, using a standardized curriculum to ensure consistency in training. Sometimes the 

divisional MMP in France would simply draw a man from their division if they had a vacancy due to 

wounds, ill-health or unsuitability, and teach the new 

MMP on the job. 
 

The nature of military police work saw the 

Corps’ reputation vary little throughout the 

war. Colonel Williams expected his men, no 

matter in which theatre of war they were 

serving, to be well turned-out in appearance. 

However, the image of military police being 

‘cold-footed bastards’ in the UK was hard to 

dispel. 

An AIF soldier being ‘harassed’ when just 

about to commence his leave or, worse still, 

midway through his leave by a military 

policeman from any allied army, was not 

welcomed. It made scant difference to the 

soldier if the MP had seen any Gallipoli or 

Western Front service, let alone if he 

displayed a colour patch of a unit the soldier 

had served alongside. Being detained by the 

MPs meant a loss of valuable leave time that 

could never be retrieved, even if the soldier 

was able to prove his innocence. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sight of large groups of military policemen was rarely well-received. In early March 1919, 

General Birdwood’s daughter, Constance (known as Nancy), married Lieutenant Frank Craig from 

the AIF (the AFC). The sight of 30 officers preparing to form a Guard of Honour would have been 

well received and appreciated by any spectators. However, when civilians and AIF soldiers watching 

the wedding realised that the Guard of Honour was, in fact, formed from military policemen, the 

guard was greeted by hoots and grumbles. One imagines that General Birdwood may have regretted 

taking up the offer of a military police honour guard for his daughter’s wedding. 



The nature of the military policeman’s work in the UK meant that they were rarely commended for 

their dealings with Aussie troops, other than their own officers recognising a man’s skills in dealing 

with sometimes awkward situations. However, several members of the corps displayed individual 

acts of gallantry that most certainly were worthy of mention. Private Patrick Slusher (below left) was 

commended by Colonel Williams in January 1918 for the following incident: 

GENERAL. On the 8th inst. No. 3640, Pte. SLUSHER, PF, Australian Provost 

Corps, was responsible for stopping a pair of horses attached to a transport 

wagon which had bolted, the driver being thrown out and injured. Pte. 

Slusher showed great presence of mind in jumping on to the back of the 

wagon, climbing over the front and seizing the reigns and thus preventing 

further accident or injury which appeared to be eminent at the time. This is 

the second occasion when this Military Policeman has distinguished himself 

in this direction. I therefore take the liberty of mentioning it. 

Shortly after, he was posted for duty with the London detachment. Slusher 

was not the only man confronted by this type of situations: the mix of 

mechanical vehicles and horse-drawn carts; both military and civilian, often saw spooked horses 

break away. Similarly, inexperienced drivers in unfamiliar trucks and automobiles caused their fair 

share of incidents. 

Private Charles William Jubilee Pearce (left) was also recognised for a similar 

action. The ‘Brisbane Courier’ in late June 1918 ran a small snippet in the 

‘Personal Notes’ column” 

Mrs CW Pearce of Struck Oil Road, near Mt Morgan, has received an extract 

from general orders, issued by Lieutenant Sir HS Selater [Slater?], stating 

that her son, Private CWJ Pearce, at great personal risk, succeeded in 

stopping two horses attached to a van which had bolted, and which 

threatened danger to traffic. 

The article didn’t mention that Pearce was a military policeman on traffic 

duty at the Fovant Camp at the time of the incident (27 November 1917). 

Ernest Poole died in an English hospital in June 1918, a few weeks after he had attempted to save a 

French child from drowning. Ernest had served on Gallipoli with the 13th Battalion, and had joined 

the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia. Poole then served in England and had rotated to France in early 

1918, where he was with the 4th Divisional MMP. He was enjoying a short break when he was injured, 

diving off a breakwater into shallow water. 

 

No. 1018 L/CPL E. Poole, Anzac Provost Corps 

A communication has been received on behalf of Mrs. Poole, Renwick St, Drummoyne, Australia, 

regarding circumstances of death and burial of her son the above named soldier. Records show L/Cpl. 

Poole to have died of accidental injuries on 14.6.18. An enquiry was held by coroner HK Pope at 

University Hospital, Highfield. Evidence was elicited to the effect that deceased was admitted to 

Hospital on 3.6.18 suffering from paralysis of the lower limbs and acute bronchitis, contracted whilst 

trying to save a little French child from drowning. 



W 

Henry Hawkes (left) was a married man, and 33years old when he 

enlisted in South Australia in January 1915. Henry served briefly on 

Gallipoli with the 27th Battalion before being wounded, leading to 

evacuation to England. He joined the Anzac Provost Corps in early 

1917. Henry was posted to the Lewes Detention Barracks, where he 

was commended for his following actions; 

Pte; Commended by Town Council of Lewes for valuable and 

skillful services rendered during a fire in Lewes on 18/6/18:- 

Extract from RO Hdqrs Tidworth 11/7/18. 

ith peace, the stigma of being cold-footed bastards was no longer as relevant. 

However, now more than ever the men of the Anzac Provost Corps were coming 

into direct contact, and often conflict, with the men. 

Early 1919 saw a request for military 

police at Colombo (Ceylon). The 

request came following Australian 

troops wreaking havoc during the 

brief stop-overs of troopships 

carrying men home to Australia.  

Articles in Australia and Britain 

focused heavily upon the military 

policemen’s fine sporting prowess, 

 some being ‘fine cricketers, footballers and tennis players’. Captain Neill pointed out that it was not       

his men’s duty to ‘dragoon or cudgel’ Aussie troops into good behaviour, rather to employ them as 

‘guides, friends and protectors’. [‘Cudgel’ – bludgeon using a baton, truncheon.] 

Many of the military policemen, even those with early enlistment dates, were encouraged to 

remain overseas to continue their policing duties, the focus being the large demobilisation 

depots. Not surprisingly, many of the military police married English women and several came 

back with children. 

Often the military policemen’s return would be kept low-key aboard the troopships; in some 

instances no mention whatsoever being made of the men’s unit or Corps. Unconfirmed 

rumours make mention of military policemen being thrown off troopships. No formal 

casualties for this manner are recorded, but most certainly several military policemen were 

offloaded at Cape Town after being badly man-handled by other troops as they returned to 

Australia. 

The following photo (AWM J1909) shows one of the last military police contingents in New 

Guinea (not the first as sometimes mis-captioned). The photo is actually captioned on the rear 

as: AN&MEF Rabaul ‘The Cops’. Military Police in charge of Lieutenant F Bay. 



Lieutenant LW Bay (his correct initials) only volunteered for New Guinea in May 1918 and initially 

held the rank of sergeant. Several of the others soldiers in the photo are identified (Newport, McLean) 

and this dates the photo as being late 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With peace, the Australian Provost Corps was all but wound 

up in the 1920s. From its modest beginnings in 1914 the 

Corps had grown to nearly one thousand men by the end of 

1918. Although the Corps would have had a few ‘cold- 

footed bastards’, I hope that I may have shown that it also 

had some big-hearted men that placed the safety and well-

being of others above their own. 

When the Corps was reintroduced at the commencement of 

World War II, the Australian Army Provost Corps adopted 

the motto ‘For the troops and with the troops’. The Corps’ 

primary recruiting poster for the war featured around that 

motto and shows a 2nd AIF pointsman carrying out traffic 

control close to the front. I’m sure many of the military 

policemen from the AIF during the Great War could equally 

have fitted that pointsman mould. Since World War II the 

Corps has survived and strived to live up the its motto – even 

if some of these men were considered by  other soldiers as 

‘cold-footed bastards.’ 


