
 

 

 
 

This booklet looks at many of the men that joined the fledgling 

Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia on 3 April 1916, the map 

shows the Abbassia Camp in relation to the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks 

which was to house the Cairo Detachment throughout the war. 

 

The Cairo Detachment was nearly all men from the dismounted 

section of the Corps, at the completion of training Abbassia 

ceased to be utilised by the corps. Nearby Heliopolis became the 

main detachment for the Mounted section. 

 

It was not until September 1916 that the MMP of the fighting 

divisions were also taken on strength by the Anzac [later 

Australian] Provost Corps. 

 

At the rear of this booklet appears a nearly complete list of the 

Abbassia men, some with brief descriptions of the soldier’s 

service. Several regiments and battalions would send many 

volunteers, other’s sent very few.  

  



 

 

Eighteen men from the Mounted Section of the Anzac Provost 

Corps as they trained at Abbassia most probably in June or July 

1916. 

 

 
The men in the photo are; 

 

Back Row; (left to right) Lance Corporal Wheatley, Corporal Partridge, Staff 

Sergeant Killworth, Lance Sergeant McIntyre, Lance Corporal Weir, Corporal 

Raines. 

Middle Row;  Corporal Wilson, Lance Corporal Howard, Corporal Proctor, Lance 

Corporal Waller, Lance Corporal McKinnon. 

 

Front Row; Sergeant MacMeikan, Sergeant Martin, Staff Sergeant Swain,  

Squadron Sergeant Major Murray, Sergeant Cawsey, Sergeant Slater, Sergeant 

Heery 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The following write-ups look at the service of these eighteen men 

1336 SERGEANT Henry Percy George CAWSEY 

 

Percy Cawsey stepped forward to enlist on 12 July 1915, his 

brother’s Charles and George were both already in uniform, 

George actually serving as George ‘Snow’ using his 

mother’s maiden name to enlist due to a dispute with his 

father several years earlier.  The trio were three of seven (?) 

children of Henry and Jessie Cawsey (nee Snow), Robert, 

Ethel, Frederick and May, Percy’s other siblings. 

 

Percy (show left) was the eldest, he had been born in 1877 

and had later followed his father into the Victorian Police 

Force, Henry Cawsey had a distinguished career ending up 

as superintendent and had not long retired from the force.   

Percy had also seen cadet and some militia training in his 

earlier years, on his enlistment papers he listed his trade as 

Police Constable, but he had in fact been dismissed from the 

force a few months earlier. 

 

This would appear to be a major case that Percy was involved in in 1907, he was posted at 

Portarlington at the time.   

 

 

 

Percy was married, he and his wife Sarah, had several children (possibly six or seven?), as a Mounted 

Constable Percy had moved around quite a bit, postings appear to have included the Corio area, 

Penshurst, Caramut and his last as OIC of the Skipton Police Station.  Percy was serving at Skipton 

when he was dismissed, all newspaper articles from earlier years appear favourable to his policing 

skills and the reason for his dismissal is not recorded in any publication, the Skipton Station and 

residence is shown from 1910, the children are probably not Percy’s.  Sarah appears to have remained 

living in Skipton during the war years even though Percy had ceased to be one of the town’s 

policemen. 



 

 

 

 

Percy was allotted to the Light Horse training at Broadmeadows and 

Seymour, he was probably still at Seymour when he was allocated to the 

7th reinforcements for the 13th Light Horse Regiment, on 4 November that 

draft of light horsemen was sent back to the Broadmeadows Camp to 

prepare for embarkation.  By now Percy would have learnt of the death of 

his younger brother Charlie on Gallipoli, despite only being 20 years of 

age Charlie had held the rank of sergeant with the 6th battalion. 

   

Charlie had been killed on 7 August 1915 during an attack on the German 

Officer’s Trench at Lone Pine, his body was unable to be formally 

recognised and buried.  The photo to the right shows Sergeant Charlie 

Cawsey.   

 

Percy’s draft sailed aboard the Ceramic on 23 November 1915.  Upon their arrival in Egypt the men 

received more training at a depot prior to being allocated to their units.  In Percy’s case he was still 

at a depot when a call came out for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.   

 

The volunteers were to have had ‘active service’ as a criteria, but with a lack of numbers a more 

general call went out, the men still had to meet the same height, health requirements, but if deemed 

suitable by the overseeing Australian detectives and senior officers supervising the recruiting, some 

fresh reinforcements were accepted for assessment and potential employment as military policemen.  

Percy, with several years as a Victorian Policeman and being a mature 37 years of age was readily 

accepted.  

 

Percy appears to have headed to Abbassia ten days later than most of the other military police recruits, 

his official start day being 13 April 1916.  This may simply be a clerical error, he may have 

commenced service with the corps on 3 April 1916.  Percy was appointed as a troop sergeant when 

he joined the corps. 

 

In the group photo Percy (shown next page) is captioned (and shown) as being a sergeant, the photo 

was probably from a few weeks after he joined the corps.  The men are all from A Squadron, the 

training squadron for men joining the Mounted Section of the Anzac Provost Corps. 



 

 

Training at Abbassia for the corps was completed in late July 1916 

and even before that men were being distributed to the various 

theatres of war.  Cawsey most probably remained with the 

Abbassia Detachment. 

 

On 1 September 1916 Percy was admitted to the 3rd AGH at 

Abbassia with hearing issues.  Percy’s hearing was serious enough 

to warrant him being sent home to Australia for discharge.  Percy 

returned to Australia aboard the hospital ship Kanowna (shown 

right), departing 

from Suez on 23 

September.  The 

Kanowna arrived 

at the Port of 

Melbourne on 22 

October.  Henry 

Percy George 

Cawsey was 

discharged in 

Melbourne on 27 

December 1916.  

 

 

For most that time overseas would have been enough, Percy 

Cawsey did re-enlist, apparently clear of any hearing defect.  Percy 

re-enlisted on 11 October 1918, little had changed since 1916, 

although Percy now listed his trade as being a clerk (ret’d 

Constable of Police).  Percy informed the recruiting clerk that he 

and Sarah had seven children, Sarah would now be living at 

Sandringham (not Skipton).  

 

Percy once again began his training at the Broadmeadows Camp 

and was still training when peace was declared on 11 November 

1918.  On 20 November Percy was allotted as a private to the N & 

ME Forces that was garrisoning New Guinea.  The forces were 

regularly rotated, Percy appears to have become part of the 3rd Battalion Tropical Force, he joined up 

with the force in Sydney. 

 

 

Private Cawsey headed 

for New Guinea aboard 

the Melusia (shown left) 

on 18 December, he is 

shown as arriving at 

Rabaul on 31 December 

1918.  Shortly after his 

arrival Percy was sent to 

Kokopo (Herbertshohe), 

he appears to have been 

posted to A Company 

with the force.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Rabaul and Kokopo had few attractions and unless the men had interesting roles the daily routines of 

both garrisons were dull. The photo (above) shows that Kokopo was a District Headquarters.   The 

smaller garrisons of the outstations were in many ways were more interesting, here the men had fewer 

restraints and less formal laid down duties and were able to explore the country around their posts 

more freely. 

 

Garrison life at Rabaul was made as comfortable as possible.  A rifle range was built at Rapindik near 

Matupi and this proved to be a popular pursuit with the men, with inter-company and shoots against 

the naval forces often held.  A miniature rifle range was also opened in Rabaul itself.  The garrison 

had access to tennis and cricket facilities and a portion of the Simpson Harbour was netted off to 

allow the men to swim safely. 

  

The senior ranks did have access to several cars, both civilian and military and could do certain 

official trips as well as explore to some extent. 

 

However a great deal of ‘after hour’ life centred round the ‘wet’ canteens.  The Officers and Senior 

NCO’s had their own messes which were very popular.  The men had less formal canteens and in 

Rabaul a ‘Regimental Institute’ provided them with reading and writing rooms, the men could play 

billiards and regularly played cards and board games to while away the hours.  

 

At various times the garrisons would produce their own newsletters, Rabaul even had a small band 

that helped entertain the men and natives. Steamers came and went, allowing the men regular access 

to mail.  Generally the monotony of garrison life was well handled by all and few charges had to be 

laid against the men. 



 

 

On 15 January 1919 

Percy returned to 

Rabaul from 

Kokopo and was 

attached to the 

Garrison Police.  On 

12 June Percy was 

promoted to 

corporal, temporary 

at that time, but in 

early July it was 

made his substantive 

rank. 

 

Percy was lucky to 

retain his rank when 

he was severely 

reprimanded for 

being ‘drunk and 

hesitating to obey a 

lawful command 

given by his superior 

officer.’  No details 

of who the superior officer was appears on his file, it could have been any senior NCO or Officer 

from the force, but perhaps it was in fact Lieutenant Bay, the officer who had command of the 

Garrison Police.  

 

The photo shown below is from some time in 1919, the original photo in the AWM was captioned as 

“Lieutenant Bay and his Cops”.  Lieutenant Bay was an officer at Rabaul from November 1918 up 

until the middle of December 1919, he is easy to pick in the photo with his white tropical uniform.  It 

is quite probable that Percy may also be in the photo, but I am unable to pick him from his younger 

photo or his Abbassia photo.   

 

 

 
 



 

 

On 13 August 1919 Percy returned to duty at Kokopo only to once again be seconded to the APM 

(Lieutenant Bay) at Rabaul on 21 August.  Corporal Cawsey remained in Rabaul up until 29 

November 1919 when he once again boarded the Melusia and began his return to Sydney, the Melusia 

arrived back in Sydney Harbour on 6 December. 

 

 

Henry Percy George Cawsey was discharged from the AIF (for the second time) at Sydney on 21 

December 1919.  Percy presumably then returned to Victoria to resume civilian life.  1924 has him 

living in Henty (NSW).  Percy Cawsey died in November 1946 at Rosebud, once again living back 

in Victoria. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Footnote; Percy’s brother George appears to have served the entire war as 

George Snow, he had taken his mother’ maiden name to enlist under.  George 

did so as an original member of A Squadron in the 7th Light Horse regiment.  

In December he was promoted to become one of the Squadron Sergeant 

Majors’ of A Squadron.  George ‘Snow’ became RSM of the regiment in June 

1915. 

 

Not surprisingly George was commissioned in early December 1915, he 

continued to serve with the 7th Light Horse, he is shown standing in the middle 

with other 7th Light Horse officers.  During 1917 George appears to have made 

several dubious financial dealings and in January 1918 he was court-martialled 

and subsequently cashiered and sent back to Australia (under arrest) SNLR 

(services no longer required).   An earlier recommendation for a Military Cross 

was withdrawn by the King and not issued. 

 

George did manage to re-enlist and served as a private, reaching the 53rd Battalion on the Western 

Front just before the Armistice. 



 

 

1956 SERGEANT Peter Edward HEERY 
 

Peter and Sarah Heery lived in Strathfield, Sydney as the Great War gathered momentum.  Peter 

described himself as a Commercial Traveller when he enlisted on 13 January 1915, he was 28 years 

of age and interestingly also informed the recruiting clerk that he had served for 11 months with the 

New South Wales Police Force.  Further research shows that No 9319 Probationary Constable Peter 

E. Heery was indeed starting on the job on 31 July 1912.  However a later Police Gazette 

acknowledges Constable Heery ceasing employment with the Police Force in November 1912. 

 

Peter Heery receives several mentions in NSW Police gazettes over the next few years, including 

December 1913 and February 1915.  On both of these occasions he had been the victim (in 1913) of 

a break and enter and in 1915 the victim of a stealing of property.  

 

Private Heery was allotted to 

the 5th reinforcements for the 

2nd Battalion, training at the 

Liverpool Camp.  During 

training Peter appears to held 

the rank of lance-corporal and 

then corporal, that draft of 

reinforcements sailed aboard 

the Kyarra (shown right) on 

13 April 1915. 

 

Upon his arrival at a depot in 

Egypt Heery reverted to his 

substantive rank of private.  In 

early July 1915 Heery (and 

the other 2nd Battalion reinforcements) headed to Gallipoli to join his battalion.  The war diary 

indicates that Heery may have fact landed with the 4th reinforcements on 9 July. 

 

Joining his battalion on 9 July Heery was to spend less than a month on the peninsula before being 

evacuated due to ill-health (diarrhoea).  The 2nd Battalion had been holding trenches opposite Lone 

Pine since shortly after the landing, its trenches were regularly subjected to heavy shelling.  On 12 

July the battalion mounted several ‘demonstrations’ to worry the Turks that an attack was pending, 

the aim of the demonstrations being to divert attention away from the real attack at Helles.  The 

demonstrations were noisy busy affairs with little risk to the men as they didn’t go actually ‘go over 

the top’ at any time.  

  

The demonstrations did draw additional artillery fire, July saw numerous casualties due to shrapnel.  

On 24 July reports were received that the enemy had been seen moving and assembling in Lone Pine, 

nothing further eventuate from that report, perhaps it was payback for the 2nd Battalions action on 12 

July. 

 

Trooper Heery was evacuated on 3 August suffering badly from diarrhoea, he was sent back to Egypt 

for treatment, being admitted to the 2nd AGH at Cairo a week 

later. Following his recovery (towards the end of August) 

Heery was sent to a base depot at Zeitoun.  Peter appears to 

have remained at Zeitoun until late March 1916, when he 

volunteered to join the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps.  

Trooper Heery was formally taken on strength at Abbassia 

on 3 April 1916.  



 

 

A little over a week after joining the corps Heery was promoted 

to sergeant.  In the photo shown Peter is recorded as being a 

sergeant, all of the men in the group photograph shown are part 

of the Mounted Section of the Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately ill-health saw him admitted to the 3rd AGH (where 

he was training) on 22 August 1916.  On 1 September Peter was 

diagnosed as suffering myocarditis (heart condition) and as a 

result was earmarked for a return to Australia. 

 

Sergeant Heery left Suez aboard the Ascanius on 2 September 1916, the Ascanius arrived at 

Melbourne on 29 September.  It was not until 6 January 1917 that Peter Heery was discharged from 

the AIF.  Peter appears to have settled in Ashfield, New South Wales after the war.  A small note on 

his file indicates he died in 1956 or 1957. 



 

 

1591 PRIVATE Arthur Michael HOWARD 

 

Arthur Howard was 20 years of age when he stepped forward to enlist on 20 March 1915, he described 

himself as being a labourer.  Arthur was still single, he listed his father, Harry, as his next-of-kin, he 

lived at Panton Hills in Victoria.  

 

Private Howard was allotted to the 1st reinforcements for the 23rd Battalion, training at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.  Also still at Broadmeadows was the 23rd Battalion, which was still in the 

process of training and preparing for embarkation.   

 

 

Arthur’s draft joined the 23rd Battalion in sailing 

aboard the troopship Euripides, leaving the Port of 

Melbourne on 8 May 1915.  AWM photo PB0376 

(above) shows some of the troops going aboard the 

vessel on that day.   The Euripides (shown at Cape 

Town to the right) arrived in Alexandria on 11 June, 

from there the 23rd Battalion and the reinforcement 

drafts entrained to Cairo, from there the 23rd Battalion 

and presumably Arthur’s draft (the 1st reinforcements) 

all marched to the Heliopolis camp.   

 

Arthur’s file doesn’t give a date as to when he draft actually joined the 23rd Battalion, similarly the 

23rd Battalion’s War Diary is scant in detail and is none existent for the first few months of the 

battalion’s formation.  Arthur’s file does indicate he was admitted to hospital at Heliopolis on 2 July 

1915 and his unit is still recorded as being the 1st reinforcements not the 23rd Battalion, indicating the 

draft was still training separately from the battalion. 

 

The 23rd Battalion headed for Lemnos at the end of August 1915, the bulk of the battalion sailing 

aboard the Haverford.  However B Company was aboard the Southland and lost ten men when the 

Southland was torpedoed as it headed to Lemnos.  



 

 

After re-grouping at Mudros (on Lemnos) the battalion proceeded to Gallipoli.  On the night of the 

4th of September the 23rd Battalion began landing, that first night the battalion camped in Rest Gully.  

The following day drafts from each company were sent into Lone Pine and within four days the 23rd 

Battalion had taken over the whole of the Lone Pine sector.  

 

 

Arthur’s draft (the 1st reinforcements) most probably joined the 23rd Battalion on 11 October 1915, 

the unit’s War Diary making mention of 113 reinforcements reaching the battalion.  The 23rd Battalion 

were continuing to hold Lone Pine and would continue to do so until the final evacuation.  So 

demanding was the sector that the 23rd and 24th Battalion’s shared the sector, rotating every 48 hours.  

When not in the line the battalions would rest to the rear at Brown’s Dip, the photo below shows 

Brown’s Dip, a large cemetery was also started, many of the crosses are just visible. 

 

 

 

Private Howard didn’t quite see out his battalion’s 

time at Lone Pine.  Arthur’s file shows that he 

attended the 6th Field Ambulance feeling crook on 

18 December.  Admitted to the hospital he was 

evacuated back to Alexandria aboard the Hospital 

Ship Dunluce Castle (shown right), arriving at 

Alexandria on 23 December.  

 



 

 

From Alexandria Arthur was sent to No2 Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis, here his diagnosis also 

included ‘shell concussion’.  Once he had recovered sufficiently Arthur was granted a two week break 

at the Helouan Rest Camp. 

 

On 11 January 1916 Private Howard returned to duty at the Overseas Base at Ghezireh.  Arthur 

remained at a depot for the next few months.  With a call for volunteers to be military policemen 

Arthur put his name forward, he met the physical standards and had seen service at Gallipoli, which 

was a desirable attribute for those men applying. 

 

Trooper Arthur Howard (shown left) joined the Anzac Provost Corps at 

Abbassia on 3 April 1916.  A few weeks later, around the time of the photo 

Arthur was wearing lance corporal stripes.   

 

Most of the men that remained with the Egyptian Section of the Anzac 

Provost Corps in Egypt have scant details about their exact postings 

around Cairo on their files.  At the completion of training in late July 1916 

Arthur appears to have been posted to Cairo, but in the case of a member 

of the Mounted Section this may have meant remaining with the Abbassia 

(Heliopolis) Detachment. 

 

On 27 December 1916 Lance Corporal Howard was transferred to Moascar for duty. Arthur remained 

posted to Moascar for just under two months before transferring back to Cairo.  Arthur then remained 

posted to Cairo.  

 

On 3 July 1917 Arthur was court-martialled, his charge sheet read; “When on active service, 

drunkenness in that he at Cairo on 27-6-17 when a member of the Kursaal-Casino patrol, on duty 

was drunk.”  Arthur was found guilty of the offence and was sentenced to 21 days No2 Field 

Punishment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lance Corporal Howard was sent to the Field Punishment Compound at Moascar to carry out his 

sentence.  Arthur was sent back to his unit at the completion of his sentence on 28 July 1917.  Less 

than a week after that   Arthur was struck off the strength of the Anzac Provost Corps, he was sent to 

the Details Camp at Moascar for re-allocation.   

 



 

 

Towards the end of August 1917 Arthur was attached to the Headquarters of the Australian & New 

Zealand Training Centre, which was also located at Moascar.  Arthur appears to have been utilised 

as a ‘caterer’ in the Headquarters sergeant’s Mess for the Training Centre, his role most probably as 

a steward with the Mess. 

 

Private Howard stuck with that job up until the end of February 1918, apparently he continually stated 

his desire to re-join the 23rd Battalion.  On 28 February he was discovered missing and was formally 

listed as being AWL, it was clear from statements made by others that they believed Arthur had 

probably taken it upon himself to try to join the 23rd Battalion on the Western Front.  

 

It’s not clear how Arthur got to England (obviously aboard a troopship), but in early March 1918 he 

did report to AIF Headquarters in London.  Headquarters sent him to the AIF Depot at Tidworth, after 

a few months at Tidworth Private Howard was allowed to re-transfer (on paper) to the 23rd Battalion.  

Arthur appears lucky that authorities did not pursue him over his illegal absence from Egypt, deciding 

there was not enough evidence to continue with the charge, it was decided he could re-join the 23rd 

Battalion.   

 

It doesn’t appear that 

Arthur actually got to re-

join his battalion, he still 

appears to have been at 

the Overseas training 

Brigade at Longbridge 

Deverill (shown right) 

when peace was 

declared.  A few weeks 

later on 6 December 1918 

Arthur was sent to a Rest 

Camp at St Brideaux 

(still in the UK), about a 

week later Arthur 

Howard was aboard the 

Burma (shown below) returning home to Australia.  

 

The Burma sailed from England on 13 December, but doesn’t appear to have reached Australian soil 

until 29 January 1919 (not verified).  Arthur Howard was discharged from the AIF on 23 March 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

339 CQMS George Ernest Boyd KILLWORTH 

 
George Killworth described himself as being a fireman on the Victorian Railways when he fronted to 

enlist at Melbourne on 9 September 1914.  George was 26 years of age, still single and informed the 

recruiting clerk that he had served as a school cadet for a time. George’s father was Reverend Arthur 

Killworth, he was the rector at St Mary’s Church of England at West Maitland, having taken up that 

parish in February 1896. 

 

Private Killworth was allotted to the 14th Battalion, the battalion had 

come together in Melbourne in late September 1914; its Headquarters 

Office initially opened in Collins Street.  1070 men were ‘taken over’ 

from the Broadmeadows Depot and were allotted to the 14th Battalion, 

the Battalion’s Commanding Officer (CO), Adjutant and Quarter 

Master (QM) visited various sites with the Broadmeadows Camp before selecting what they thought 

would be a suitable camp site for the battalion. 

 

October saw the battalion well into a regular training regime; weapons and equipment were being 

steadily issued to the men as the Q Store received them.  The battalion followed a standard training 

timetable; physical drills were carried out each morning, followed by other activities such as bayonet 

fighting, company drill and musketry training. 

 

The various companies of the battalion would march to North Williamstown to carry out live firing.  

Company appointments were sorted out and the battalion’s specialist units, such as the Machine Gun 

section, Signaller and Headquarter details were formed.  Lance Corporal Killworth was part of C 

Company (there were eight companies to a battalion at this time). 

 

November was marked by regular training, with further issues of clothing and equipment.  The first 

few weeks of December 1914 saw a concentration on Battalion Field Training as the 14 th Battalion 

prepared to embark for Egypt. 

 

On 13 December the battalion was presented with its colours at St Kilda.  On 17 December the 

battalion marched to Melbourne and back, the next few days were spent preparing ‘Sea Kit bags’ and 

preparing store in preparation for embarkation.  On 21 December the kitbags were sent to the 

troopship and on 22 December the battalion entrained to the Port of Melbourne where the battalion 

boarded the Ulysses, the troopship embarking the same day. 



 

 

Physical and Musketry training provided much of the activity aboard the troopship.  Drills were held 

in case of fire or the event of evacuation.  The Ulysses (shown below) arrived at Colombo on 13 

January 1915, departing the following day.  It was only a further ten days until Aden was reached, 

here the troopship re-coaled, sailing shortly after.   

 

The Ulysses arrived at Alexandria on 31 January 1915.  On 1 February carried out a route march 

through Alexandria.  Half of the battalion entrained for Heliopolis on the night of 1 February, the 

remainder of the battalion entrained the following morning.  The battalion quickly settled back into a 

camp routine, ‘musketry’ was carried out at nearby Abbassia. 

 

March followed similar routines as the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade battalion’s began to exercise 

together on a larger scale.  The men were beginning to learn sketchy details of the upcoming 

operations.  On 11 April the battalion marched to the Helmeih Railway Station and from there 

entrained for Alexandria.  Upon its arrival at Alexandria the battalion marched to the Seang Choon, 

here the men were allotted to their various troop decks.  The Seang Choon (shown below) sailed on 

the morning of 13 April, it’s destination at this time still unknown. 

 

On 15 April the 

troopship arrived at the 

outer Harbour on 

Lemno’s Island, later on 

that day the Seang 

Choon moved to the 

inner Harbour were it 

lay anchor next to the 

Itonus. Training 

continued on board with 

the focus now moved to 

practising descending 

rope ladders and embarking aboard the ship’s boats.  The various companies were regularly rotated 

in practicing landings on Lemnos. 

 

On 24 April iron rations and live rounds were issued, as final preparations were made for the landing 

on the Dardanelles, on what would become known to Australian troops as the Gallipoli peninsula.   

The Seang Choon didn’t sail from Lemnos until 9.30 am on the morning of 25 April 1915. 



 

 

It was not until 5pm that some of the 14th Battalion began landing on the peninsula.  Initially only a 

small party from the battalion landed, acting in reserve of the NZ & Aust Division. It was not until 

26 April that the bulk of the battalion landed, suffering only light casualties as they did so.  

 

The 14th Battalion bivouacked on the beach that night, as per its earlier party the battalion was held 

as a general reserve for the NZ & Aust Division.  On 27 April the battalion moved forward into 

positions later known as Quinn’s and Courtney’s Posts. 

 

On the 29th of April the Royal Marine Light Infantry (RMLI) relieved the right portion of Courtney’s 

Post, the men from these trenches moved to the rear slope of the position for a well-earned rest.  Those 

in Quinn’s Post were also relieved a short time later, the battalion to date had suffered over 30% 

casualties. 

 

The battalion continued to man Courtney’s 

Post and helped with support at Quinn’s Post.  

Lance Corporal suffered a bullet wound just 

above his right knee on 4 May 1915, he was 

evacuated back to Australia for treatment.  

George was admitted to the 1st AGH at 

Heliopolis.  It was not until 18 January 1916 

that Killworth reported to the Overseas Base 

Depot at Ghezireh ready to return to active 

service.  

 

 

George was still at a depot when the call came out for volunteers to join the Military Police.  Lance 

Corporal Killworth was taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 1916.  A letter on 

file from his aunt confirms that during training he was part of A Squadron as per his letter to one of 

the newspapers.  A Squadron was the mounted section, the men shown below are obviously part of 

that squadron; Corporal (acting) Killworth is circled. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Norm Proctor is the man standing directly in front of George Killworth, at this time, shortly after 

training began both men appear to be sergeants.  The number of men in the ‘Regiment’ of 155, refers 

to the men in the mounted section of the Anzac Provost Corps training at Abbassia, there were already 

Military Mounted Police serving in each Division, but at this time these men were not formally part 

of the corps (they were absorbed into the corps in September 1916). 

 

In a letter that appeared in The Maitland Daily Mercury on 31 May 1916 George gave a few more 

details;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

George Killworth was formally promoted to corporal (temporary sergeant) on 20 July 1916, he 

appears to have remained posted to Cairo (Kasr el Nil barracks?) for most of the war (not to France 

as he thought).  In August 1917 he was charged with being AWL (overnight).  On 30 December 1917 

Killworth was promoted to be the CQMS (Company Quarter Master Sergeant). 

 

In December 1918 Killworth was 

transferred to the Moascar Depot where he 

awaited a passage home to Australia due to 

his 1914 enlistment.  George was given a 

berth aboard the Argyllshire (left) on 23 

December.  George Killworth was 

discharged from the AIF on 2 April 1919. 

 

George Killworth married Clemence Marie 

Rodier (late of Paris) on 23 February 1920 

at Newport in Victoria. George was 

described as being Reverend Killworth’s 

oldest son, Mr J Lydiate (uncle of the 

bridegroom) gave the bride away, Mr Mann (late AIF) was best man.  The couple headed to Sydney 

for their honeymoon.  Later electoral rolls confirmed George was working as an engine driver, the 

couple remained in Victoria, for many years living in Geelong. 

 

Footnote: ‘Mr Mann’ was probably Henage J Mann or John H Mann, both served with the Anzac 

Provost Corps in Egypt, it was probably Henage (he hailed from Victoria).  An entry in one of the 

war diaries for the provost corps make mention of the officer (Cowen?) giving his men sword 

instruction three times a week.  



 

 

4793 CAPTAIN Peter MARTIN 
 

Peter Martin was a mounted constable at Broken Hill prior to taking a leave of absence to enlist; he 

did so on 3 June 1915.  Peter was 22 years old when he joined up, he headed to Adelaide to do so, he 

appears to have enlisted with Francis Fyfe (also an ex-policeman), the pair carrying out their medicals 

at Keswick, before starting their training at the Mitcham Camp.  At Mitcham Peter was allotted to the 

medical corps and was earmarked as a re-enforcement to work at the 3rd General Hospital in Egypt.   

 

The picture below shows many of the Broken Hill officer’s, many would enlist shortly after this 

article was published, Constable Martin is in the middle of the bottom row.  It is interesting that A___ 

and George Ward, Victor Povey, Frank Fyfe and Robert Campbell would all serve with the military 

police, Fyfe also going on to become an officer with the corps. 

 

 

Peter sailed for Egypt aboard the Borda on 15 June 1915, his movements in Egypt are unclear, but it 

appears that he volunteered to serve with a battalion on Anzac Cove.  On 29 October Peter joined a 

unit on Gallipoli (most probably the 2nd Battalion?). 

 

Less than a month later on 8 November he was wounded and subsequently evacuated to Lemnos to 

the 3rd Australian General Hospital for treatment.  After recovering from his wounds Peter remained 

on Lemnos undertaking light duties. 

 

On 27 January 1916 Peter boarded the Oxfordshire and returned to Alexandria ready to re-join his 

unit.  Rather than re-joining an infantry unit on 9 February Peter volunteered for the MMP (Military 

Mounted Police) and was sent to Abbassia for training.  On 3 April Peter was formally taken on 

strength with the Anzac Provost Corps, four days later he was promoted to the substantive rank of 

corporal and was wearing the rank on his uniform of acting lance sergeant.   



 

 

 It was decided to form a Provost Fighting Troop to serve 

with the Anzac Mounted Division, the purpose of the troop 

to give all men in the Egyptian Section of the Provost Corps 

a period of active service. A recently promoted Lieutenant 

Martin (shown left) had seen some service on Gallipoli, he 

and twenty one military policemen joined the Division at 

Kantara on 27 October.   

 

The troop was attached to B Squadron of the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment on 18 November joining them at El Ghelia.  

Towards the end of November the Brigade moved to 

Gerarat, the 1st Regiment taking up the outpost line on the 

right front of the camel corps about 14 miles East of 

Maadan, here the Regiment frequently came into contact 

with the enemy 

                                                                                                                                       

During their time with the 1st Regiment the troop was 

involved in the seizing of Maghaba on 23 December 1916 

and the fighting at Rafa on 9 January 1917.  During the 

fighting at Rafa one of Lieutenant Martin’s men, Lance 

Corporal Waller (see his write-up) was killed, while another was seriously wounded. The Regiment 

was then placed on protective duty on the lines of communication in the Sinai.  While the troop was 

with the 1st Regiment on 1 January Peter was promoted to Lieutenant. 

 

 
 

The troop was then attached to the 7th Light Horse Regiment on 9 February 1917.  On 19 February 

Peter was sent to Cairo, handing control of the troop to Lieutenant Adams and then shortly after to 

Lieutenant Watts.  

  

 

 



 

 

The following reports were prepared by Lieutenant Martin for Colonel Bisdee, VC, then head of the 

Provost Corps in Egypt; 

 

WAR DIARY OF EGYPTIAN SECTION AUSTRALIAN PROVOST CORPS.    JANUARY 1917 
 

Report on the work done by the Field Troop during the month of January 1917. 

 

 On the 8th January 1917 we received instructions to move out from El Arish, and the next 

morning the attack on RAFA was made.  My troop was attached to the 1st A.L.H. Regiment, which 

was the first regiment to enter Palestine.  

 

 A very severe days fighting took place.  My troop went into action on the left of the 1st L.H. 

Regiment at about 0800, attacking position C5 (?).  At about 1300, before that position was carried, 

I received orders to retire and take up an advanced position on the right of the regiment to cover 

the retreat of a squadron of the 3rd L.H. Regiment which had advanced too far and which was in 

need of support.  This duty was successfully accomplished, and the final bayonet charge, which 

carried the whole position, and in which my troop participated, took place at about 1615.  After 

assisting in the collection of prisoners and abandoned material, we marched back to El Arish, 

halting at SHEIK ZOWAIID for water and rations and a few hours of much needed rest.  The 

casualties sustained by my troop during the action were one man, No 593 L/Cpl WALLER, killed 

and one man severely wounded     (Tpr PETERSON).   

On arrival at El Arish the Regiment to which I was attached was at once sent to the Outpost 

Line at EL BURJ.  During our stay there numerous patrols were carried out past SHEIK 

ZOWAIID to RAFA, and on several occasions a few prisoners were captured.  

 

 At the end of January, owing to the Brigade to which I was attached going into reserve, my 

troop was posted to the 7th A.L.H. Regiment, which was then at MA’ASAID. 

 

 After the battle of Rafa, the personnel of the troop were gradually changed by withdrawing 

the men in batches of from six to ten, and replacing them with men from Moascar and Cairo. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

WAR DIARY OF EGYPTIAN SECTION AUSTRALIAN PROVOST CORPS.      FEB  1917 

 

Report on the work done by the Field Troop during the month of February 1917. 

 

During my period of duty with the7th A.L.H. Regiment at MA’SAID a special course of cavalry drill 

was carried out, consisting of preparation for meeting hostile cavalry in shock action. 

 

 Only one event of importance occurred, namely the inspection of the 2nd L.H. Brigade by 

Lieut. General Sir P Chetwode.  When passing my troop he noticed that my horses were in rather 

low condition and asked me the reason of it.  I informed him that the troop had been attached to the 

1st L.H. Regt and had only just come into reserve.  He then remarked “Your men and horses have 

been through it.”  On the 22nd February I handed over command of the troop to Lieut. R.A. Adams 

and proceeded to Cairo. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Lieutenant Martin resumed command of the troop in early May.  The detachment had ceased to be a 

‘fighting troop’ in mid-April – it’s requirement to have all members of the Egyptian Section of the 

Corps having seen active service now complete.  

 



 

 

Peter and his men were posted to the Eastern Force Headquarters, the troop taking up normal police 

duties in the Deir-el-Belah area.  In June 1917 a system of formally identifying all natives working 

for the Allies was implemented. Lieutenant Martin introduced a lead seal on the cord of their identity 

disc, the system was supposed to increase the security of the labourers used.  Two men of his troop 

worked with him to supervise the seals, Lieutenant Martin was formally appointed A/APM i/c 

Sealing. Tampering and ignorance of the system proved a great frustration to Martin and his men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 12 July 1917 Eastern Force ceased to exist and Lieutenant Martin was appointed A/APM Deir-

el-Belah.  Peter generally had from 24 to 30 men under his command, with occasional assistance from 

Imperial Police detachments. The photo above from Juan Mahoney’s book______the date of the 

photo is unknown, but it could well be Martin leading a column of Turkish prisoner, possibly a fellow 

MMP officer next to him, Martin possibly with the slouch hat (not verified). 

 

  

In early November 1917 Captain Watts, the APM for the Anzac Mounted Division was wounded, the 

Divisional Gas Officer, Captain Kettle took temporary command until Lieutenant Martin’s arrival on 

17 November.  Martin’s men were employed in dealing with continual streams of prisoners who were 

being rounded up from surrounding villages. 

 

On 22 November the DHQ Police took up patrolling duties in Jaffa, their role to patrol the outskirts 

and the suburb of Tel Aviv.  On 7 December the Anzac Mounted Division moved from Jaffa to Ayun 

Kara.  Regular road patrols were established in the area, raids were also carried out on surrounding 

Arab villages, these raids netting a great deal of arms and equipment, both Turkish and allied. The 

Anzac Mounted Division moved back to Esdud (?) on Boxing Day. 

 

1918 opened quietly in regards to operations.  The Australian Mounted Division was at Deir-el-Belah 

(where Lieutenant Martin was normally stationed). The Anzac Mounted Division remained at Esdud; 

Lieutenant Martin continued to lead the military police of that Division.  Esdud was a quiet time for 

the MP’s; a move back to Ayan Kara on 12 January saw an increase in activity. 

 



 

 

Bad liquor saw a number of men getting in to trouble and drawing attention from Martin’s MMP’s.  

Divisional orders for the area also drew a number of minor offences from the troops, further 

employing Lieutenant Martin’s men. 

 

In mid-January Captain Watts returned from hospital and once again resumed his post as APM for 

the Anzac Mounted Division.  Lieutenant Martin was given a few days in Cairo before resuming his 

duties at Deir-el-Belah.  At this time Lieutenant Colonel J.H. Bisdee, V.C. once again took charge of 

the Egyptian Section of Australian Provost Corps (he had been in command from May 1916 – Jan 

1917). 

 

On 4 February Lieutenant Martin’s detachment moved forward and took control of the area from 

Gaza to Junction Station.  Martin’s headquarters became Deir Seneid, he then detached posts of 1 

NCO and 4 or 5 men to both Gaza and Medjel.  All Imperial and Egyptian Military Police in the area 

also came under Lieutenant Martin’s command.   

 

During March a detachment was also sent to Jerusalem to assist the Imperial Police.  Being so far 

from their headquarters the NCO’s in charge of these posts had to use a great deal of initiative at their 

locations.  

 

Lieutenant Colonel Bisdee, V.C., visited Jerusalem towards the end of July, to investigate the policing 

of the city.  On the afternoon of 29 July 1918 he and Lieutenant Martin were riding from the Police 

Barracks at Jerusalem to visit the Bethany Post, the pair were about halfway to the post when Martin’s 

mount took fright at a passing lorry.  Lieutenant Martin’s horse fell backward over the embankment 

of the roadway, his mount landing on him.  The fall caused abrasions to his face and severe bruising 

to his chest.  Colonel Bisdee organised for Martin to be taken to the closest hospital. 

  

By March 1919 Martin was in the Port Said area, during that month the demobilization of the Light 

Horse had been suspended as native uprising swept Egypt. In Port Said there was little unrest; 

however on 21 March Lieutenant Martin and 15 of his men held up a disorderly mob of some 4000 

(?) natives, who were attempting to enter the European part of the town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The incident was sorted after a ‘sharp’ encounter that lasted about a quarter of an hour.  Lieutenant 

Martin and his senior NCO, Sergeant C.O. Fitzgerald, were specially mentioned by their APM for 

their roles in subduing the potential violence. 



 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Martin was posted back to Cairo on 7 April 1919; five days later he was promoted to 

Captain.  Peter remained overseas until 2 August when he boarded the troopship Delta and began his 

return to Australia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disembarking at Adelaide his appointment with the AIF was terminated on 3 November 1919.  

Returning to New South Wales Peter rejoined the Mounted Police and spent several years at the 

Mounted Police depot at Redfern as a riding instructor.  Peter remained in the Police Force, raising a 

family during those years. 

 



 

 

2121 TROOPER Roger Robert Addison MacKINNON 

 

Roger MacKinnon informed the recruiting clerk that he was born at Warialda in New South Wales, 

he stated that prior to enlisting he was a student, single and was 21 years of age.  Roger listed his 

father, Roger (snr) as his next-of-kin, he also informed the clerk that he had some militia service. 

 

Enlisting on 8 September 1915 Trooper MacKinnon trained at the Liverpool Camp, on 3 March 1916 

he was allotted to the 14th reinforcements for the 7th Light Horse Regiment, continuing his training at 

Liverpool.  It was less than two weeks later that Roger sailed with his draft aboard the troopship 

Malakuta, departing Sydney on 16 March.  

 

The Malakuta (shown right) had 

become troopship A 57, it weighed 

7,430 tons and had an average 

cruise speed of 12 knots.  The 

vessel was owned by T & J 

Brocklebank, Liverpool and was 

leased by the Commonwealth as a 

troopship up until January 1917. 

 

Roger’s file shows that he marched into the 2nd Light Horse Training [Reserve] Regiment at Tel-el-

Kebir on 23 April 1916.  Only three days later Roger to the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia, with a 

limited number of members joining the corps with Gallipoli service (a pre-requisite) the standard was 

relaxed and men only recently arrived in Egypt were allowed to volunteer. 

 

Trooper MacKinnon was deemed suitable to join the corps and 

was promoted to lance corporal upon marching into Abbassia.  

The photo shows Roger (as a lance corporal) with other members 

of the Mounted Section during training, the photo is from The 

Sydney Mail dated 6 September 1916.  The photo presumably 

taken in May or June.   

 

It appears that the military police role was not for Roger 

MacKinnon.  On 19 August 1916 roger reverted to the rank of 

trooper and joined the 6th Light Horse Regiment (not the 7th Light 

Horse as he was originally heading) at Et Maler.  Trooper 

MacKinnon served with C Squadron within the 6th up until the 

middle of 1917. 

 

On 12 June 1917 Roger was admitted to a Field Hospital at El Fukhari, the result of being kicked in 

the hand by a horse.  The injury to his hand was described (initially) as being trivial and not likely to 

interfere with MacKinnon’s duties when he recovered.  Roger was evacuated back to Rafa and then 

Kantara (on 14 June).  From Kantara he was sent back to Cairo (Port Said?) where he was admitted 

to the 14th AGH.  

 

MacKinnon’s trivial injury was not turning out to be so, an investigation was held shortly after the 

accident as to the cause and as to whether any blame was to be placed upon the soldier.  The official 

report had statements from the doctor at the casualty clearing station and from Roger’s Commanding 

Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Fuller, as well as a brief statement from MacKinnon himself. 

 

 

 



 

 

Neither the doctor nor Roger claimed that the injury had occurred during the performance of a military 

duty, Colonel Fuller simply verified and concurred with these facts.  Roger’s injury was obviously 

not trivial and on 31 October 1917 he was released from the 14th AGH to a Rest camp at Port Said 

for a week’s rest prior to getting a passage back to Australia. 

 

Trooper MacKinnon was given a 

berth aboard the Wiltshire, he 

reached Australian soil on 20 

December 1917.  Roger Robert 

Addison MacKinnon was 

discharged from the AIF at Sydney 

on 26 January 1918. 

 

After the war he is shown as 

residing mainly at Warringah in 

New South Wales. 

 

From early 1916, an illustration made from a photograph showing William Kenny (on the right) 

and two fellow MMP’s about to go on patrol, note the two tone armband (blue and white) with 

red MMP lettering.  These men were pre-Abbassia and were probably not formally absorbed 

into the Anzac Provost Corps until September 1916. 



 

 

199 LIEUTENANT Edgar Jack MacMEIKAN 
 

Edgar MacMeikan was born at Mornington in Victoria in 1893, the son of Henry and Emma 

MacMeikan.  Like most young men of his vintage he had spent time in the cadets, in his case some 3 

years.  By the outbreak of war Edgar was actually working as a draper, his family lived in St Kilda in 

Melbourne.  Edgar’s father Henry had taught at Sorrento and then Colac leading up to the war, during 

the war Henry became a School Inspector 

 

Edgar fronted to enlist at Randwick on 22 August 1914, he became 

part of B Company with the 2nd Battalion, Lt Col G.F. Braund had 

been appointed as Commanding Officer only days earlier; he 

commenced the formation of the battalion at Randwick Racecourse.  

Like its sister battalions, the 1st, 3rd and 4th Battalion’s, the 2nd 

Battalion was recruited solely from New South Wales.  Together the four battalions formed the 1st 

Australian Infantry Brigade.                                                                     The 2nd Battalion’s colour patch.                                                                            
     

On 31 August the 

battalion moved 

to Kensington 

Racecourse and 

continued its 

training there.  

Barely two 

months after the 

declaration of war 

the 1st Brigade 

was ready to be 

deployed 

overseas. The 2nd Battalion departed Sydney aboard the TSS Suffolk on 18 October 1914, as part of 

the first convoy bound for Egypt and further training.  

 

The convoy sailed via Albany and then via Colombo, arriving at the Suez Canal on 3 December.  It 

was not until 7 December that the 2nd Battalion disembarked from the Suffolk at Alexandria.  From 

Alexandria the battalion was sent to Cairo and then by tram to the nearby Mena Camp, the men 

eagerly lapped up the sites and wonders that Egypt provided as they moved to Mena.  

 

At Mena the battalion was housed in tents, close to the Mena House Hotel, the hotel had been taken 

over in order to be used as an army hospital.  Training was soon re-commenced in earnest, Christmas 

and New Year providing only mild celebrations for the troops.  The men were however given ample 

opportunities to visit Cairo itself; even Mena had a large number of shops and restaurants to entertain 

the men. 

 

Early in the New Year the Australian battalions followed suite with the rest of the British army and 

reduced the number of companies from eight back to four.  Throughout January and February 1915 

the 2nd Battalion continued to exercise in the desert surrounding Mena. 

 

On 3 April 1915 the 2nd Battalion left the Mena Camp and travelled to Cairo by train.  The following 

day the battalion moved to Alexandria and boarded the SS Derfflinger, it was only at Alexandria that 

the men were told that their destination was to be a place called Gallipoli on the Dardanelle’s 

Peninsula. The Derfflinger, with the 2nd battalion aboard arrived at Mudros Harbour on Lemnos on 8 

April; the battalion remained at Lemnos until 24 April.   

 



 

 

The Derfflinger moved from Mudros Harbour on the 

evening of 24 April, just before dawn on the 25 April 

the men were crowded onto the deck of the troopship.  

The 2nd Battalion then offloaded from the Derfflinger 

and were taken on board the destroyer Usk.  From the 

decks of the troopship and then the destroyer the men 

of the 2nd Battalion were able to witness the men of 

the 3rd Brigade and then the 2nd Brigade as they 

carried out the initial landings. Then it was the 2nd 

Battalion’s turn as part of the 1st Brigade, the troops 

transferred to smaller rowboats and were towed in to 

shore. 

 

A and D Companies under the 2IC, Major Scobie, were the first to leave the Derfflinger, followed by 

B and C Companies.  The entire 2nd Battalion was ashore by 9.30 am.  B Company suffered light 

casualties while coming ashore, A, C and D Companies landed safely. 

 

Although the 2nd Battalion landed without suffering too many casualties, the fighting of the next few 

days would cost it dearly.  As soon as it landed D Company under Capt Richardson was sent to bridge 

a gap in the left of the line near the feature known as Baby 700.  Troops from the 1st Brigade helped 

to protect the 3rd Brigade flanks. 

 

By 11am, A and D Companies had become embroiled in the battle to take Russell’s Top, and in so 

doing effectively became part of the 3rd Brigade, fighting to the left of Quinn’s Post.  A and D 

Companies would remain under 3rd Brigade command until withdrawn from the line late on the 

evening of 29 April. 

 

Capt Richardson confidently led D Company up the seaward slope of Baby 700, climbing from 

Monash Valley across Russell’s Top to its ocean side near the Nek, doing so to try to avoid heavy 

shellfire and machine-gun fire, even though taking that route D company still suffered heavy 

casualties.  As D Company approached Malone’s Gully they spotted a group of about sixty Turks.  

Given the order to fix bayonets Richardson’s men charged, the Turks quickly retreated, losing some 

men through Australian sniping.  It was by now nearing midday. 

                                                                   

The position of D Company was what became known 

as Steele’s Post; here the men were firing at the Turks 

across the rear of Courtney’s Post, behind Pope’s Hill.  

Casualties from shrapnel continued to mount; from 2 

pm onwards a salvo of four shells fell every minute 

onto D company’s position.  Finally relief was 

provided when an Indian Mountain battery was able to 

take position and return fire, subduing the Turkish 

artillery somewhat. 

 

Later that afternoon D Company again advanced as 

they forced the Turks back, however as the company 

moved to the right of Pope’s Hill it received heavy rifle 

and machine-gun fire and again suffered heavy 

casualties. Capt Richardson again led his men in a charge, but once again the Turks fled.  The position 

held by D Company at the Nek was now a precarious one, with no trenches for cover.  

 



 

 

It was decided to withdraw about 150 yards to a small gully that at least afforded some cover.  D 

Company had no chance to dig in, the only cover provided by the scrub until the night fell, when the 

men were finally able to start digging a trench. 

 

After 4 pm on the first day, hardly an officer, and only a few senior NCO’s remained alive or 

unwounded in D Company’s sector.  Late in the afternoon parties of New Zealanders joined the 

elements of the 2nd Battalion, so ended the first day on Gallipoli for the battalion.  

 

Effectively over the next three days the surviving members of A and D companies would remain 

separated from the rest of the 2nd Battalion.  They were split up in the centre of the line, and they, like 

the remainder of the battalion, would fight and dig for three days straight with very little sleep.  The 

sector in which A and D companies fought became known as MacLaurin’s Hill. 

 

On the night of 27 April the Turks continually counter-attacked the Australian and New Zealand 

positions, cries of “Allah” and bugle calls rang out throughout the night, keeping the already 

exhausted troops further on edge.  It was not until the evening of 28 April that Royal Marine Light 

Infantry (RMLI) were landed and began to relieve the 2nd Battalion, allowing the battalion, in dribs 

and drabs, to withdraw to the beach. 

 

A and D companies were amongst the first to be relieved and made their way to the southern end of 

the beach.  It was not until 9 pm on 29 April that the last elements of B and C Companies finally 

straggled back to the beach and the 2nd Battalion was re-united.  Colonel Braund called the roll, but 

did so with tears in his eyes, as so many men failed to answer their names.  The official casualty 

figures for the 1st Australian Infantry Brigade (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions) over those first three 

days, were; killed or wounded, 60 officers and 1325 other ranks.  The 2nd Battalion had fared badly, 

recording 16 officers and 434 other ranks as casualties. 

 

Over the next few days the men were left to their own devices on the beach – to sleep, swim or mend 

clothes.  But first everyone went in search of their mates, and if dead, circumstances of their loss, if 

wounded the nature of their wound and were they evacuated safely? 

 

It was not until 2 May that the 2nd Battalion re-entered the line, moving up Victoria Gully in support 

of the RMLI (who had relieved the 2nd Battalion a few days prior).  On 4 May the sad news passed 

around the battalion that their Commanding Officer, Lieut Colonel Braund had been accidentally shot 

dead by an Australian sentry, apparently Braund was partially deaf, and did not halt when challenged 

by the sentry. 
                                                                                                                                                                          

When the 2nd Battalion had re-entered the line on 2 May they initially took over the 5th Battalion’s 

positions in front of Browne’s dip.  On 5 May the battalion was ordered to take up position on the left 

half of the right flank of the 1st Brigades sector, on that day MacMeikan was promoted to lance 

corporal.  The area held by the 2nd Battalion was known as Pimple Salient and was opposite Lone 

Pine, the battalion would man these trenches until the final evacuation in late December.   

The battalion sector was sub-divided into four subsections, D Company held No 1 section.  B, C and 

A held sections 2, 3 and 4 respectively.  The 8th Battery fired in support of the battalion.   

 

The firing line was by now deep and narrow, it had posts at intervals of every ten yards, a fire step 

allowed the men to see over the parapet.  The posts were manned by six men under an NCO, two men 

doing a two-hour shift while the other four slept.  It was forbidden to remove equipment; boots or 

clothing while in the line and all ranks ‘stood to’ arms for one hour before dark and again before 

dawn. Like all troops on Anzac Cove the men of the 2nd Battalion soon found their clothing infested 

with lice. 



 

 

The men’s diet consisted of bully beef, biscuits, cheese, bacon, jam and tea. 

Water was always in demand, with each man only allocated a quart per day 

– for drinking, cooking and washing.  When on fatigue duties back to the 

beach the men would take any opportunity to take a swim in the ocean, their 

only chance for a real wash, even though the risk of being wounded by 

shellfire was great. 

 

Between 7-9 May the battalion’s sector was heavily shelled causing heavy 

casualties.  On 11 May the 2nd Battalion’s strength was recorded as being 21 

officers and 565 other ranks. 

 

On 12 May a trench mortar was brought up to the battalion’s sector and was 

soon in use against the Turks.  On that same day and into that night efforts 

were made to get the Turks to waste ammunition, using tactics similar to 

those employed by the Turks themselves.  Red flares were burned, bugles 

blown and bayonets shown above the parapet.  The extra activity had the 

desired effect, with the Turks firing off thousands of rounds without 

inflicting any casualties. 

 

On 18 May a rumour quickly spread that the Turks were about to attack.  

Large ammunition supplies were brought up in anticipation of the pending 

attack; airmen and naval sources confirmed that there was unusual 

movement and a concentrating of forces to the rear of the Turkish lines.  At 

11.30 pm that night tremendous rifle fire poured from the Turkish trenches, 

but no attack was forthcoming. 

 

Shortly after stand to in the early morning of 19 May the attack did occur.  Despite taking heavy 

casualties and being cut down wave after wave, the Turks continued to attack.  All along the 

Australian and New Zealand positions on Anzac Cove the Turks attacked as they tried to drive the 

allies from the peninsula. 

 

As daylight broke the attack faded and the full extent of the slaughter was clearly visible.  The Turkish 

dead were piled high, it was estimated that 500 were probably killed or wounded attacking the 2nd 

Battalion’s position at the Pimple.  It was estimated that the Turks might have lost as many as 10,000 

men on that morning.   

 

Holding their positions the 2nd Battalion lost 2 officers and 18 men killed, and 25 men wounded.  One 

of the battalion’s machine guns was destroyed during the attack; its two crew amongst the battalion’s 

dead.  

 

The sheer number of dead then became a problem as blowflies and the heat did the rest.  A brief truce 

was held on 20 May, but with no formal acceptance of any conditions by either Headquarters the 

troops were forced to return to their trenches with most bodies still untouched. 

  

Such were the putrid conditions that greeted members of A Squadron of the 6th Light Horse Squadron, 

as they were attached for duty with the 2nd Battalion on 22 May.   

 

Having landed several weeks after the infantry, several light horse units were broken up in a similar 

way to help bring the battalions back to reasonable numbers.  The light horse bandoliers and their 

unusual mess tins created much interest amongst the battalion; the light horsemen were soon made to 

feel at home.  Perhaps of more importance to the infantrymen on that day, 22 May, was that they were 

given an issue of frozen beef. 



 

 

It was not until the 7.30 am on the morning of 24 May, that a formal cease fire was agreed upon to 

bury the Turkish dead from the failed attacks of 19 May.  Like the Turks opposite them the men of 

the 2nd Battalion took advantage of the truce and mingled in No Man’s land and were surprised by 

how close the Turkish trenches were and how some of the positions were so cleverly concealed.  The 

truce held until 4 pm when the grisly work of removing the dead and wounded was mostly complete. 

 

The 2nd Battalion was further strengthened on 26 May, by the arrival of 130 men who were earmarked 

as the fourth re enforcements for the 2nd Battalion.  The battalion now numbered 22 officers and 631 

men.  Turkish artillery continued to fire on the Pimple and each day the battalion would suffer further 

casualties. 

 

Over the next few weeks the 2nd Battalion settled into the routine of trench warfare.  Casualties from 

shrapnel wounds and ill health, due to poor diet and sanitary conditions were prevalent.  To alleviate 

this loss of manpower some of the men who had been evacuated early in the campaign began to re-

join the battalion. 

 

On 21 June 1915 Edgar was admitted to a field ambulance on the 

peninsula, diagnosed as suffering dyspepsia, it appears he was 

also having dental troubles.  After a week Edgar was evacuated 

to the 15th Stationary Hospital at Mudros (on Lemnos), he 

remained at Mudros up until 4 July, when he was sent back to 

Egypt where he was admitted to the 1st AGH at Cairo.   

 

It was not until 20 August that Edgar was sent to a convalescence 

hospital at Helouan.  Edgar then spent several weeks at a 

convalescent depot (also at Helouan).  On 15 October 

MacMeikan was fit enough to be released on light duties to a 

depot at Zeitoun. Nine days later Edgar was attached to the 

Garrison Military Police at Zeitoun, he was formally attached to 

the Garrison Headquarters.  

 

In early April Edgar was transferred to the newly formed Anzac 

Provost Corps.  Edgar’s file shows that he headed to Abbassia 

on 6 April 1916, like most of the Abbassia men Edgar has a 

‘taken on strength’ date of 3 April 1916, with Edgar’s move he 

was promoted to sergeant.  

 

The photo (left) shows Sergeant MacMeikan shortly after he 

joined the corps, he is sitting next to Sergeant Peter Martin, 

Martin would also be commissioned. 

 

In late August 1916 MacMeikan appears to have opted to return 

to the 2nd Battalion, he was sent to the Moascar Depot to begin 

the process of returning to his original battalion.  Edgar was sent 

to England on 21 September, but appears to have rejoined the 

provost corps after about two weeks in the U.K.; he marched into 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth (shown next page).  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sergeant MacMeikan remained at Tidworth for about two months; on 17 October he was posted to 

Wool, where he marched into a camp at Hurdcott, Edgar spent the next few months at Hurdcott.  It’s 

not clear when Edgar returned to Tidworth (sometime early in 1917).  However he was back at 

Bhurtpore Barracks when he was promoted to the rank of warrant officer (class II) on 5 April 1917.  

Edgar took up the duties of a squadron sergeant major (SSM) and remained posted to Tidworth for 

the remainder of 1917.   

 

Edgar was formally promoted to staff sergeant on 1 January 

1918, he remained in the role of SSM, the Anzac Provost Corps 

was now re-named the Australian Provost Corps.  On 20 

September MacMeikan was posted to France, he appears to have 

remained at the APM’s Le Havre Detachment for a little over a 

month.   

On 2 November 1918, only nine days short of the signing of the 

Armistice, Edgar was detached for duty with the DAPM of the 5th Division.  Captain Basil Cooper 

was carrying out that role at that time; MacMeikan was posted in to cover SSM Carter leaving the 

detachment.  MacMeikan’s time with the 5th Divisions MMP was only brief, the ‘original’ 1914 men 

of the AIF were being granted 75 days furlough and Edgar had become entitled to this leave.  

 

Most of the ‘originals’ chose to take their leave back in Australia, however many had married while 

overseas or by now had little connection to Australia, these men were allowed to take their leave in 

the U.K.  Edgar was granted his furlough on 20 November, he was ordered to report back to duty on 

4 February 1919.  

 

Edgar returned to duty on the 4th, on 5 February he resumed duty at Tidworth.  SSM MacMeikan was 

granted a commission on 12 February 1919, only a week of returning to duty at the completion of his 

leave.  Edgar continued to serve with the Australian Provost Corps. 

 

Shortly after returning to duty, on 17 March Edgar, now 28 years of age, married Edith Louise Snoad 

at Wilton.  Edith gave her address as Wilton, she stated her father, Frederick Snoad worked as a 

confectioner.  Interestingly Edgar recorded his father’s occupation as being an Inspector of Education. 

 



 

 

By early 1919 the troopships returning to 

Australia were regularly stopping at 

Colombo, primarily to re-coal.  The men 

were generally allowed ashore and were 

often allowed a few days leave, 

inevitably this freedom led to an over 

exuberance upon the part of some of the 

Australian troops, in January 1919 the 

headlines in most of the Australian 

newspapers focused around the fact that 

Australian troops had ‘Billaged’ 

Colombo.  (Billage: food scraps from a 

kitchen, trash) 

Captain Neill was picked to lead a 

provost detachment to be established at 

Colombo.  The detachment probably 

numbered around 25 men (military 

policemen) but this is not verified.  The 

detachment was under Neill’s command, 

Lieutenant MacMeakin was his 2IC, 

Major D. Norris had control of the medical staff.  Lieutenant Shuttleworth (?) and Sergeant Cheuse 

(?) were to man the pay office. 

The detachment was described by Neill as men that ‘are picked veterans who have served in France 

and on Gallipoli.  They are all-round athletes. And possess fine cricketers, soccer and tennis players, 

they hope to secure matches at Colombo.’ That description would not necessarily have been the view 

of many Australian troops, however the tag that the bulk of the men had service in France and/or 

Gallipoli would have been accurate, the Corps rotation policy ensured this was so.   

 

It would appear that Edgar was 

dispatched for Colombo earlier 

than most of the contingent, he left 

England aboard the City of Poona 

on 28 March 1919, his wife Edith 

was possibly also on board. Only 

days before embarking for 

Colombo MacMeikan was 

formally ‘Brought to the notice of 

the Secretary of State for War for 

valuable services rendered’.  This 

recognition was more commonly 

referred to as being mentioned in 

dispatch; Captain Neill had been similarly rewarded around the same time. 



 

 

The remainder of the detachment left England 

aboard the Warwickshire, arriving at 

Colombo on 3 May 1919.  Captain Neill in 

talking to the newspapers stated that he didn’t 

want the detachment to be too heavy handed, 

rather to guide and protect both the locals and 

the visiting troops.  Most probably a slightly 

overly ambitious aim following the January 

riots and the previous mischief Australian troops had caused going back as early as 1915 when the 

troopships had docked there on the way to Egypt.  

 

With the war over and 

numerous troops making the 

voyage home to Australian 

shores throughout 1919, it was 

not surprising that Colombo 

was regularly in the headlines, 

mostly in an unfavourable light 

for Australian troops (despite 

Neill’s best efforts). 

Presumably the presence of 

Neill’s military policemen with 

their ‘local knowledge’ did 

help to quell or prevent some 

over exuberance amongst the 

troops.   

 

Edgar only remained in Colombo for a few months; on 5 July 1919 he and Edith were given a passage 

aboard the Somali, to continue their voyage to Australia.  Edgar Jack MacMeikan’s appointment in 

the AIF was terminated on 20 August 1919.   

 

 

Henry Stanley MacMeikan was born in 1922; he would go on to serve in the RAAF during WWII, 

he was shot down and died over Germany on 7 December 1944.  Edgar’s daughter, Joan, had been 

engaged to an airman who also died during WWII. 



 

 

544 SERGEANT Sylvester McINTYRE 

 

Sylvester McIntyre was married (to Maude), he enlisted at Broadmeadows (Victoria) on 10 

September 1914.  McIntyre was 23 years of age, he stated that he was an engine driver by trade, he 

also stated that he had two years militia with the 3rd Australian Light Horse (in NSW).  

 

Not surprisingly Sylvester was allotted to 

A Squadron, 4th Light Horse Regiment, 

training at the Broadmeadows Camp, this 

was the same squadron as Bill Weir (see 

photo). The 4th Regiment was raised 

wholly in Victoria and was ready to sail 

by the end of September, the regiment’s 

initial embarkation was postponed and it 

was not until 20 October that the 

regiment sailed, the bulk of the regiment 

was aboard the Wiltshire (shown right).  

  

A small party from the regiment sailed 

aboard the Anglo Egyptian.  There was great excitement as the HMAS Sydney left the convoy to 

engage the raider Emden near the Cocos Islands, even greater excitement when news spread that the 

raider had been sunk. 

 

The Wiltshire arrived at Alexandria in early December, the voyage had taken a toll on the regiment’s 

horses, about 3% of the mounts dying during the voyage.  

 

Upon its arrival in Egypt the 4th Light Horse Regiment 

marched into the Mena Camp, as part of the 1st 

Australian Infantry Division.  The 4th Regiment did not 

form part of a Light Horse Brigade (three regiments 

formed a LH Brigade), the 4th Regiment was a 

Divisional Regiment and as such was responsible to the 

Headquarters of the 1st Australian Infantry Division. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Brigade had been formed at the 

same time as the 4th Regiment was raised in Australia, 

it consisted of the 1st Light Horse Regiment (NSW), 

the 2nd Regiment (QLD) and the 3rd Regiment (SA and 

Tasmania).  The 1st Light Horse Brigade was camped 

at Maadi on the southern edge of Cairo and had no 

contact or training with the 4th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

With the Infantry called upon to fight on Gallipoli the 4th Regiment, like the other Light Horse 

Regiments were forced to wait.  Although being part of the Division the Machine Gun Section and C 

Squadron had in fact been ready to deploy with the 1st Division and were only turned around and left 

at Alexandria at the last minute.  Finally in mid-May the Light horse were called upon to fight 

dismounted on the peninsula. 

 

The Machine Gun Section of the 4th Regiment was the first to land, doing so on 16 May 1915.  A 

Squadron landed on 21 May, moving into trenches on 23 May.  The remainder of the regiment landed 

on 24 May, moving initially into reserve positions.  For the next few weeks the regiment was broken 

up and sent to various positions to give tired infantry units’ a well-deserved rest. 



 

 

On 11 June the entire regiment moved into reserve.  The Machine Gun Section continued to operate 

independently from the regiment, relieving were needed.  The remainder of the regiment moved into 

positions in the Southern Sector towards the end of June. 

 

 

 

On 8 July 1915 the 4th 

Regiment, less the 

Machine Gun Section, 

was attached to the 2nd 

Light Horse Brigade, 

where the regiment held 

the reserve.  On 18 July 

the 4th Regiment (less 

Machine Guns) occupied 

positions at Ryrie’s Post. 

The Regiment’s Machine 

Guns continued to operate 

independently.  

 

On 17 July the regiment was given a break back on Embros (Imbros).  The regiment was given four 

days’ rest and returned to the peninsula on 22 July, once again moving into positions at Ryrie’s Post. 

For part of August several of the Regiment’s squadrons relieved at Lone Pine.  September was also 

spent in positions at Ryrie’s Post and Lone Pine.   

 

Early October saw the 4th Regiment holding positions at Lean’s Trench.  In mid-October the men 

were called upon to mount demonstrations to draw the enemy’s fire.  It is probable that Trooper 

McIntyre was one of five men (1 Sergeant and four men) that were sent to Embros (Imbros) to act on 

Bodyguard Duties commencing 20 October 1915.  The other possibility is that McIntyre may have 

taken up a military police role and around the same time been attached to the 2nd Division 

Headquarters to carry out those duties on the peninsula. (neither detail formally verified)  

 



 

 

Trooper McIntyre didn’t re-join the 4th Light Horse Regiment from ‘Details’ until 2 January 1916 

back at the Regiment’s Heliopolis Camp in Egypt. 

 

However only a day after re-joining his regiment Sylvester was admitted to a hospital at Abbassia as 

a result of a venereal affliction.  It appears that that part of the hospital was in fact a Detention 

Barracks, restricting the men’s movements during treatment.  It was not until 14 March 1916 before 

McIntyre returned to duty at an ‘Overseas Depot’, on 6 March Sylvester was transferred to the 1st 

Light Horse Reserve [Training] Regiment as he prepared to re-join the 4th Regiment. 

 

However rather than returning to the 4th Light Horse in late March 1916 Sylvester volunteered to join 

the Anzac Provost Corps, he was formally taken on strength by the corps at Abbassia on 3 April 1916.  

Here the corps had set up a training school which had to assess and train over 700 men as to their 

suitability to carry out military police and/or military mounted police roles.  

  

On 9 April McIntyre was promoted to corporal, he became part of A Squadron which was those men 

being trained for the mounted section of the corps.  The photo shown is probably from a few weeks 

after commencing their training, Bill Weir is the soldier standing to McIntyre’s left. On 1 June 

Corporal McIntyre was promoted to the rank of lance sergeant. (he is wearing sergeant’s rank) 

indicating a possible date of the photo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The photo shown below comes from the collection of Sergeant Ted McCristal, he was a sergeant in 

the dismounted (Infantry) section of the Anzac Provost corps.  The photo shows members of both the 

mounted and dismounted sections of the Corps escorting Turkish prisoners through the streets of 

Cairo, the exact date of the photo is unknown.  Sergeant McCristal is one of the three men marching 

at the head of the column, he has the lighter tunic and is central in the photo. (light cross on photo)  

 

McIntyre had a week in hospital at the 3rd AGH in July 1916, the grounds of the 3rd AGH was where 

the military police carried out their parades and much of their training, the men were housed in tents 

close to the hospital.  It was while in hospital that he was formally promoted to sergeant.  In early 

August Sylvester was again admitted to the 3rd AGH, once again suffering Gingivitis (an 

inflammation of the gums due to poor dental hygiene. 

At the completion of training at Abbassia Sergeant McIntyre seems to have been posted as the 

sergeant in charge of the Port Said detachment.  The Port Said Detachment was generally a sergeant 

and sixteen men, it was under the command of Lieutenant (later captain) Lawrence who was based at 

Moascar.  

Sylvester remained at Port Said for most of 1917.  On 1 March 1917 Sergeant McIntyre was 

mentioned in despatch by General Sir Archibald Murray, GCMG, KGB, Commander-in-Chief of the 

Egyptian Forces the citation was for those ‘whose names he desires to bring to notice for gallant or 

distinguished conduct in the field, or for other valuable services.’  The despatch was formally gazetted 

in the London Gazette on 6 July 1917. 

An entry on McIntyre’s file shows that he was severely reprimanded for neglect of duty on 21 May 

1917.  McIntyre appears to have remained at the Port Said Detachment for the remainder of 1917 and 

early 1918. 



 

 

In late February 1918 Sergeant McIntyre retuned to the Moascar Detachment as he prepared to join 

the Divisional MMP of the desert Mounted Corps.  On 8 April Sylvester marched out of the depot to 

take up duty with the Anzac Mounted Division. 

McIntyre’s time with the Mounted Division was only brief, no reason is shown on file, but on 24 May 

1918 he returned to Moascar where he awaited re-allocation, apparently Sylvester indicating he 

wished to transfer to the Western Front.  

On 4 July 1918 Sylvester McIntyre was 

formally transferred (on paper) to the 

strength of the 24th Battalion, it’s unclear 

why he was allotted to that battalion.  On 

20 July McIntyre reverted to the rank of 

private while he awaited a transfer.  

On 29 July Private McIntyre sailed for 

Egypt to England aboard the Kaiser I 

Hind for re-allocation and training prior to 

joining the 24th Battalion. 

Upon his arrival in the UK, still technically a military policeman McIntyre was initially sent to 

Tidworth, from Tidworth he was briefly admitted to hospital. It not until 16 August 1918 that he 

marched into a depot at Parkhouse, he remained at Parkhouse for the next two months.  

Sylvester McIntyre would not get to join the 24th Battalion on the Western Front.  On 15 October 

1918 Sylvester had become eligible for ‘1914 Leave’ and was sent to No 1 Command Depot at Sutton 

Veny to organise a passage home to Australia.  From Sutton Veny Sylvester was sent to Devonport 

where he boarded the Port Hacking, the ship (shown below) sailed on 3 December 1918. 

 

Sylvester McIntyre was discharged from the AIF on 28 March 1919.  Later addresses on his file 

include Caulfield (Vic) and in later life South Grafton (NSW).   



 

 

443 SSM Charles Henry MURRAY 

 

Charles Murray hailed from Edinburgh (Scotland) originally, he informed the recruiting clerk that he 

had served for a time with the Seaforth Mounted Infantry prior to immigrating to Australia.  Charles 

listed his next-of-kin as his mother, Ida, she was still living in Edinburgh.  

 

When Charles stepped forward on 21 November 1914 to join up at the Holsworthy Camp near 

Liverpool he described himself as a 32 year old clerk.  Lance Corporal Murray 

was allotted to B Squadron with the 7th Light Horse Regiment. The 7th LH 

Regiment began their training at Liverpool and then a short time later moved 

to the Holsworthy Camp. C Squadron and the Machine Gun sailed aboard the 

Ajana, embarking on 19 December. The remainder of the regiment sailed 

aboard three other vessels on the 20th. 

 

The convoy briefly stopped at 

Colombo, and although no 

formal leave was granted, a 

few men did break ship. The 

convoy reached Aden towards 

the end of January 1915, and 

good progress was made 

across the Red Sea and 

through the Suez Canal as it 

headed towards Port Said.   

 

Port Said was reached on the 

30th, where the ships coaled 

up. They then continued on to 

Alexandria, where on 1 

February the regiment began 

disembarking. 

 

From Alexandria the regiment 

was trained to Cairo, and from 

there the men and their mounts 

walked to a campsite at Maadi 

(owing to both men and 

mounts having sea legs). The 

Maadi camp was reached on 2 February. Luckily for the regiment the camp had not long been vacated 

by the 1st Light Horse Brigade, so that horse troughs and other permanent fixtures of a camp were 

still there. 

 

Maadi was a little English suburb of Cairo. The regiment quickly adopted a training syllabus with 

instruction in musketry, rifle exercises, marching, as well as troop and squadron drills being 

constantly carried out. The men were also allowed a liberal amount of time off to see the sites of 

Cairo and its surrounds. 

 

As the men acclimatised more mounted exercises were undertaken. On 23 March the 1st Light Horse 

Brigade undertook a mock attack against the 7th Light Horse Regiment’s camp (the camp that they 

had themselves previously occupied). Throughout April the regiment worked hard on getting their 

equipment up to scratch.  

 



 

 

With the news of the Infantry’s landing on Gallipoli came great excitement. In early May the 

Regiment began making plans to head to Anzac Cove, minus their mounts. On 15 May 1915 the 7th 

LH Regiment marched to the Cairo Railway Station and entrained back to Alexandria. At Alexandria 

the regiment boarded the Lutzow (shown below) ready for their trip to Gallipoli. 

 

The Lutzow was anchored off Anzac Cove by the evening of 19 May. Around midday on the 20th the 

7th LH Regiment began to land, doing so without any casualties. The regiment was given a site to dig 

in at ‘Shrapnel Gully’ – ominously it was called ‘Death Gully.’ 

 

The 7th remained at Death Gully for two days before its squadrons were divided up amongst the 3rd 

Infantry Brigade on the right flank of Anzac; the light horsemen thus allowing the infantry to retire 

for a much-needed break. A Squadron went to the extreme right under the command of the 9th 

Battalion; B Squadron (Charles’ squadron) to the 10th Battalion; and C Squadron to the 11th Battalion. 

 

 

The 5th LH Regiment relieved the 7th on 31 May, allowing 

the 7th to withdraw to dugouts in Rest (White’s) Gully. The 

term ‘rest’ had little to do with the position, as here the 

regiment had to supply large working parties for trench 

digging and road making. The photo shown left is from 

Trooper Mawbey’s collection and shows the 7th Light 

Horse in Rest Gully. 

 

On 18 June the 7th LH Regiment, as part of a now more 

organised 2nd Light Horse Brigade, returned to the right 

flank and took over positions in the sector, which by now 

had become known as ‘Tasmania Post’. The 5th LH 

Regiment held from the Beach Post to Chatham’s Post; the 

6th Regiment from Chatham’s to a new sap within about 

50 yards of the Gun Road; the 7th Regiment held from 

there to the rear of Tasmania Post. 

 

 



 

 

Within their sub-sector, C Squadron was on the extreme right, then A and B linking up with the 

infantry. Each man was only allowed one water bottle every 24 hours, but the light horsemen were 

luckier than many – because of their close proximity to the beach, the men were at times allowed to 

bathe and wash clothes on the beach. While bathing the risk of being shelled by the Turkish gun 

‘Beachy Bill’ was always present. 

 

In early July the regiment began to push their positions forward to occupy the ridge in front (known 

as Holly Spur). Tunnels and saps were pushed forward, and this work was exhausting on the men, 

who in hot conditions existed on a diet of bully beef and biscuits, and dysentery was beginning to 

take a heavy toll on the regiment.  

 

On 8 July Lance Corporal Murray was charged for ‘Refusing to obey an order from a senior NCO’ 

as a result of being found guilty Charles was deprived of his stripe.  On 10 July Charles attended a 

field ambulance on the peninsula complaining of poor vision, he was evacuated the following day.  

Sent back to Lemnos Charles was admitted to the No1 Stationary hospital at Mudros.  

 

After two days on Lemnos Charles was transferred to the 3rd London General at Wandsworth 

(London), being admitted on 24 July 1915. Murray remained in England up until late September 

1915. 

 

On 4 October Charles returned to duty in Egypt, by 20 

October he had rejoined the 7th Light Horse Regiment 

on the peninsula.  About two weeks later on 5 November 

Trooper Murray was attached for duty at the Light 

Railway Station on Anzac.  

 

 The rail had been established on the North Beach (of 

Anzac Cove) and ran up to Suvla Bay, its main purpose 

the distribution of supplies in the wintry weather.  

Charles remained attached to the light railway right up 

until the final evacuation of the peninsula which started 

in mid-December 1915. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was only after the evacuation of Anzac Cove that Charles returned to his regiment.  On 27 

December the bulk of the 7th Regiment was at the Heliopolis Camp and the following day the regiment 

proceeded back to its Maadi Camp. 



 

 

The 7th Regiment quickly settled back into a training routine, on 4 January 1916 Murray was promoted 

to sergeant.  Except for a route march to Heliopolis during the month most of the training was carried 

out at the Maadi Camp. Training continued into February, on the 8th the regiment marched to Helouan.  

The following day the regiment returned to Maadi.  The unit war diary shows a continual flow of men 

coming and going to hospital.  

 

On 12 February some of the Regiment’s men 

were sent to the rifle range for ‘musketry 

tests’.  On 18 February Charles Murray was 

admitted to hospital, he was still in hospital 

when he was promoted to the rank of Acting 

SSM (Squadron Sergeant Major).  

 

SSM Murray returned to duty at the 2nd Light 

Horse Reserve [Training] Regiment on 1 

March, the normal course after having been 

in hospital.  On 25 February (while Charles was in hospital) the 7th Light Horse Regiment had begun 

a move to a new camp at Serapeum, by 27 February the regiment had completed its move. 

 

On 11 March Murray is shown as reverting to trooper, presumably as he rejoined the regiment at 

Serapeum.  Unfortunately on 20 March Charles was again admitted to hospital, on this occasion he 

was diagnosed as suffering from a venereal affliction and was sent directly to the 1st ADH (Australian 

Dermatological Hospital) a hospital set up primarily to handle venereal cases.  

 

It was not until the end of March that Charles was deemed fit to return to duty, he did so at Abbassia 

(where he had been in hospital?) and was accepted to serve with the newly formed Anzac Provost 

Corps which coming together at Abbassia.  

 

The corps official formation date is regarded as being 3 April 1916.  On that date Murray was 

appointed as a troop sergeant, his role to help train and supervise the men, as well as learning his own 

role as a military police Senior NCO.  On 1 June 1916 Sergeant Murray was promoted to Squadron 

Sergeant Major.  The photo below shows the Anzac Provost Corps being marched onto (or off) parade 

by its pipe band, much of its training and parades were carried out within the grounds of the 3rd 

Australian General hospital at Abbassia.  

 



 

 

The following photo is probably from a few weeks after the parade photo, it comes from a Sydney 

Mail dated 6 September 1916; it shows eighteen of the men from the Mounted Section of the Anzac 

Provost Corps.  SSM Murray is sitting central in the front row, he is not wearing either a Sam Browne 

or a Bandolier; his service ribbons are visible on his left chest.  

 

On 25 August 1916 Charles was admitted to the 3rd AGH suffering what was described as ‘Photitis’, 

this ongoing issue with defective vision would continually flare throughout the war.  SSM Murray 

was transferred to the 14th AGH in Cairo at some stage. 

 

It was while at the 14th AGH that he was court-martialled, the charge against him that; ‘ When on 

Active Service, DRUNKENESS, in that he at No14 General Hospital ______ in No 14 General 

Hospital was drunk.’ Charles pleaded Not Guilty, but was found guilty, he was sentenced to be 

reduced to the rank of corporal.  

 

As a result on 17 November 1916 Corporal Murray was taken on strength at the 2nd Light Horse 

Training [Reserve] Regiment at Moascar for re-allocation back to the Light Horse or potentially 

another corps.  Possibly Charles became part of the staff at the Training Regiment (depot). 

 

Charles Murray was again in trouble for drunkenness in late March 1917 and was again court-

martialled.  Charles was again found guilty and 

was again reduced in rank, on this occasion he 

was to revert to the rank of private (trooper).  

 

In early April 1917 Trooper Murray was detached 

to the Details Camp (still at Moascar) for two 

weeks, he rejoined the 2nd Light Horse Training 

[Reserve] Regiment on 29 April, but only to 

march out to the 1st Light Horse Training 

[Reserve] Regiment two days later.  The 1st 

Training Regiment was also located at Moascar.   



 

 

On 20 June Trooper Murray marched out of Moascar to join the 1st Light Horse regiment in the field.  

Less than a week after joining the regiment Charles was back at a casualty clearing station with 

‘defective vision’, on this occasion he was admitted to the 2nd ASH at El Arish on 27 July.  The 

following day he was transferred back to the 24th Stationary Hospital.   

 

On 1 July Charles was admitted to the Citadel General Hospital back in Cairo, where he received a 

further two weeks of treatment. (see Norm Partridge’s write-up for a photo showing part of the 

Citadels formidable fortifications)  Charles returned to the 1st Light Horse Training [Reserve] 

regiment on 9 July 1917.  

 

On 16 August 1917 he was again in hospital and was 

diagnosed as suffering Gonorrhoea, he was sent to the 14th 

AGH for treatment.  That treatment lasted less than two 

weeks and it appears that Charles was discharged directly 

for duty with the Australian Kit Stores at Abbassia.  While 

at the 14th AGH Charles had been boarded (medically) 

and was formally downgraded to Class B1 because of his 

defective vision. 

 

The photo to the left shows the surveying of a new site for 

the Kit Store that was to move to Ghezireh.  Charles was taken on strength by the new Stores unit at 

Ghezireh on 9 September 1917.   

 

Charles continued to play up, on 22 November 1917 at 10.00 am he was recorded as being AWL and 

was apprehended by the Military Police in Ghezireh at 1900 hours on that same day, perhaps the 

MP’s had served with Murray previously.   Charles forfeited 3 days’ pay and received 7 days CB 

(confined to barracks).  

 

Charles was still undergoing that detention (confined to barracks) when he broke out of camp on the 

night of 24 November 1917.  Found missing at 0600 hours on the morning of the 25th November 

Charles was again listed as AWL, he was once again apprehended in Ghezireh a few hours later by 

the Military Police.  Trooper Murray forfeited a further 10 days’ pay and received a further 14 days 

confined to barracks.   

 

During January, February and March Charles’ eyes were again checked, for the first two months he 

remained Class B3, but in March was further downgraded to Class C.  Murray was admitted to the 

70th (?) General Hospital at Abbassia on 12 March 1918 for further treatment, Charles returned to 

duty at Depot Stores on 4 April. 

 

In early April his medical classification had been upgraded back to B3, on 15 April Charles was sent 

to the Rest Camp at Port Said (shown below).  Only two days after his arrival at the rest camp he was 

re-admitted to the 14th AGH, on this occasion diagnosed with ‘Varicocele’ a common complaint 

amongst men that caused discomfort to the scrotum (it was not venereal related). 



 

 

 

On 21 April Charles returned to Moascar to the Details Camp.  Three days later he rejoined the Depot 

Stores at Ghezireh.  Only three days later Charles was again in trouble, on this occasion for once 

again going AWL, being DRUNK in Cairo and failing to wear his identity disc.  Once again he was 

confined to barracks, for 14 days this time. 

 

In early May Trooper Murray was once again assessed due to his ‘defective vision’ and once again 

downgraded to Class C.  On 9 May Charles was sent to the 14th AGH at Port Said (shown below), 

but on this occasion suffering from malaria. 

 

 

On 11 July 1918 Charles was transferred from the 14th AGH to Suez as he awaited a passage back to 

Australia for a medical discharge.  On 12 July he was given a berth aboard the Port Darwin, he arrived 

back on Australian soil on 17 August, Charles Henry Murray was discharged from the AIF on 4 

September 1918.  The Port Darwin is shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

956 TROOPER Norman Sydney PARTRIDGE 
 

Norman Partridge enlisted at Sydney on 14 January 1915, he 

gave his trade prior to enlisting as a clerk.  Norman was 24 

years of age and still single, he listed his mother, Emily, as 

his next-of-kin, she lived at Wahroonga.  Norman (standing) 

is shown, pre-war, to the left with his father, Jonathan 

(seated).  

 

As a reinforcement for the 6th Light Horse Regiment Trooper 

Partridge sailed for Egypt on 21 May 1915 aboard the 

Kabinga.  Norman’s file is scant for entries for the remainder 

of 1915, it’s unclear as to whether he joined his regiment on 

Gallipoli for part of that time, or if he remained at a depot in 

Egypt.  The first acknowledgement of him even being in 

Egypt is an entry recording his arrival at Maadi on 20 

December 1915. 

 

On 1 March 1916 Partridge is shown as being sent to the 2nd 

Reserve [Training] Regiment, still at Maadi, possibly with a 

view to transferring from the Light Horse.  A month later 

Norman volunteered for service with the Anzac Provost 

Corps, he was sent to Abbassia to carry out that training. 

 

 

Shortly after the completion of training and being accepted as a military policeman Partridge was 

promoted to corporal (3 July).  On 24 July he was promoted to lance sergeant and in early August he 

was promoted to temporary sergeant.  The photo below shows Partridge and other members of the 

Mounted Section (A Squadron) during their training at Abbassia, the men proudly pose with their 

recently issued swords. 

 

The photo (next page) I believe most probably shows the bulk of the mounted section during training 

at Abbassia, there are about one hundred and twenty men in the photo, consistent with the strength of 

the Mounted Section. Some of these men would be posted to a fighting troop under Lieutenant Martin.  

 



 

 

 

On 27 October 1916 Norman became part of a ‘fighting troop’ of military 

policemen that was attached to the Anzac Mounted Division.  The troop numbered 

around 26 men, joining the Division at Kantara, the troop was under the command 

of Lieutenant Peter Martin (shown right). The troop was a means of giving active 

service to some of those members of the corps that may not have done so to date. 

 

In November the troop was attached to the 1st Light Horse Regiment.  It was while 

with the 1st Light Horse that Lieutenant Martin had cause to court-martial Sergeant 

Partridge, he was formally charged at El Risa on 13 January 1917 with the following 

offence;  

 

‘When on active service. Disobeying the Lawful Command of his Superior 

Officer in that he at El Risa 28/12/16 did refuse to go on patrol when ordered to do 

so by 2/Lieut P.J. Martin Anzac Provost corps attached 1st LH Regt.’  

 

Norman’s documents unfortunately do not show his defence or any of the statements made, only the 

fact that he was found guilty.  Partridge was sentenced to imprisonment with one year’s hard labour, 

he was also reduced in rank to trooper.   

 

Partridge appears to have served a month of the sentence, upon which the remainder was remitted.  

Returning to duty on 6 February 1917, six days later Norman went AWL.  It was not until 2 June 

1917 that Norman Partridge was apprehended.  Once again he was fronted before a Field General 

Court Martial, this time held at Cairo on 8 June. 

 

Again Norman faced the serious charge in that he;  

 ‘When on active service absenting himself without leave, in that he, at Moascar absented 

himself without leave from roll-call 0900 hours on 12/2/17 till 2/6/17.’ 

 



 

 

Norman was once again found guilty and on this 

occasion was sentenced to two years hard labour at 

the Detention Barracks (within the Citadel shown 

right), in Cairo, he began that sentence on 12 June 

1917.  On this occasion Norman served just over a 

year of his sentence before the remainder of the 

sentence was remitted, he was released from the 

Citadel on 8 June 1918.  

 

Surprisingly Trooper Partridge still (technically) 

remained in the Anzac Provost Corps, upon his 

release from gaol he was sent to the Desert Mounted 

Corps Reinforcement Camp at Jerusalem for re-

allocation to another corps. 

 

It appears the Norman was re-arrested for being 

AWL, the Australian Provost Corps apparently not 

fully aware of what Partridges movements were to be.  Once sorted out (with no further charges 

forthcoming) on 26 August Norman was posted back to the 6th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

On 19 October 1918 Partridge was attached to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade Headquarter and shortly 

afterwards appointed as a driver.  On 1 April 1919 he reverted back to the rank of trooper, it appears 

that brigade Headquarters were happy with his behaviour and discipline. 

 

Norman rejoined the 6th Light Horse Regiment at Kantara on 1 June 1919, but was once again in 

trouble for being AWL the following day.  Partridge forfeited 19 days pays for the offence and did a 

short period of FP (Field Punishment No2).  

 

Partridge was finally given a berth aboard the Madras, the Madras arrived back in Australia on 3 

August 1919.  Norman Stanley Partridge was discharged from the AIF on 2 October 1919.  After the 

war he lived in the Artarmon and then Manly districts of North Sydney.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

351 SERGEANT Norman James PROCTOR 

 
Norman Proctor (shown left pre-war) hailed from the West Maitland district in 

New South Wales.  Norman’s parents, Richard and Elizabeth Proctor had seven 

children, five sons and two daughters (?).  Prior to enlisting Norman was farming 

on his own property ‘Darr Creek’ Jondowae in Queensland, his property was 

about 18 mile to the north of Dalby.  Norman’s parents continued to farm at 

‘Hazelbrae’, Bolwarra at West Maitland.  

 

Norman was still single and was nearly 27 years of age, when he enlisted at 

Dalby on 29 October 1914.  Trooper Proctor was allotted to C Squadron with 

the 5th Light Horse Regiment, training at the Enoggera Camp.  Norman’s 

younger brother Howard (Charles Howard Proctor) was already in uniform 

he had enlisted at Sydney and was serving with the 2nd Battalion. 

Active recruiting was carried on and more than the necessary number of men volunteered. A selection 

was made after the men were tested in riding and shooting, equipment and horses were issued, 

musketry and training were carried on. While in camp at Enoggera the Regiment was presented with 

its first flag by the Governor-General, Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, the design was brown kangaroo 

on maroon bunting. 

On 12 December, 1914, the Regiment, including the Machine Gun Section, entrained to the strength 

of 550 at Newmarket, for Liverpool, New South Wales, where it was intended that the 2nd Light Horse 

Brigade should concentrate and undergo further training.  The fact that the Regiment was about to 

leave was not made, public.  The 5th Regiment accordingly left Brisbane without any public 

demonstration or send-off, the AWM photo below shows the Regiment heading for Sydney.  As seen 

only a few of the men received send-offs from family members. 

 



 

 

The 5th Regiment arrived at Liverpool on the 14th of December, all horses having been dipped at 

Wallangarra enroute.  The other two Regiments of the Brigade, the 6th and 7th, were encamped at 

Holsworthy, near Liverpool.  On 19 December the Regiment left Liverpool for Sydney by road, 

stopping at Flemington on the night of the 19th-20th. 

On the morning of the 20th 

the 5th Regiment embarked 

on the S.S. Persic.  In the 

afternoon of that day, the 

transport moved into the 

harbour, and on the morning 

of 21 December, 1914, left 

Port Jackson. 

The Persic arrived at Albany 

on 28 December. At this port 

the fleet, consisting of some 

sixteen steamers, assembled.  

The convoy left Albany on 

the 31st December arriving 

at Aden on 20 January, 1915, left that port on the 21st, and, passing through the Suez Canal, arrived 

at Alexandria on the 1st of February. 

The voyage had lasted 42 days. One man died 

during the voyage and was buried at sea. Seven 

horses died from sickness.  During the voyage 

intensive training was carried out. A certain part of 

the regiment was detailed to look after the horses, 

the remainder underwent systematic instruction. 

Special attention was given to the training of non-

commissioned officers.  

During the voyage the various examinations for 

N.C.O.'s were held, and shortly before the 

termination of the voyage those men who had 

shown greatest merit were appointed to non-

commissioned rank.  Regular courses of lectures 

were given to and by the officers.  Musketry, including practices at landscape targets was given 

special attention to. 

The same day that the regiment arrived at Alexandria (1 February) the Regiment entrained for Cairo, 

where it arrived the same evening.  The horses were then led from Cairo Railway Station to Maadi, a 

distance of 10 miles.  It was not considered advisable that the horses should be ridden at once after 

six weeks on board ship. 

At this time the Australian and New Zealand troops in Egypt were organised under General Birdwood 

as the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (Anzac), the Second Light Horse Brigade (Ryrie) 

being Corps Troops.  As soon as the camp settled down, systematic training for mounted operations 

was commenced. Training from troop formation to brigade formation was carried out.  Tactical 

schemes in the desert and round the foot-hills of Mokattam were practised. Special attention was 

given to rifle shooting. Route marches to Helouan were made.  Swimming the horses across a branch 

of the Nile at the Barrage was engaged in to gain experience in crossing rivers. 



 

 

On 15 May 1915 the bulk of the 5th Regiment marched out from Maadi, dismounted, with 23 officers 

and 431 other ranks, leaving three officers and 224 other ranks with the horses.   The Brigade arrived 

at Cape Helles on the evening of 18 May 1915, where brisk fighting was going on.  On the morning 

of 19 May the ship carrying the 5th Regiment left Cape Helles and arrived at Anzac Cove at about 

6.30 p.m. 

Norm didn’t head to Gallipoli with his regiment, he remained as one of 

the horse handlers.  Norm appears to have been one of the first to learn 

about his brother, Howard’s death on the peninsula.  Howard (shown 

right) was killed at Lone Pine on the 2nd of May as he fought with the 

2nd Battalion. 

Private E.J. Murphy from D Company (Howard’s Company) stated that 

he believed that ‘Proc’ (as he was known) had been shot in the stomach 

towards the end of April at Lone Pine.  Murphy stated that ‘Proc’ had 

handed his glasses to a friend in order for them to be returned to his 

mother.  Howard’s date of death was determined to have been 2 May. 

Back in Australia two more of Norm’s brothers were now in uniform, 21 year old James Hutton (Jim) 

Proctor had enlisted on 30 January 1915, he was allotted to the 5th Field Ambulance. Twenty five 

year old Richard Lawrence Proctor followed in enlisting on 30 May 1915, like Norman he described 

himself as a farmer, Richard was allotted to the 8th reinforcements for the 13th Battalion.  

In Egypt Norm was admitted to hospital in late May and early June.  On 12 June 1915 he was released 

to the Convalescence Camp at Helouan, he spent two weeks at Helouan.  On 29 July Trooper Proctor 

joined his regiment on the Gallipoli peninsula, the 5th Regiment were holding the Southern flank of 

Anzac. 

On the night of the 31st July, 1915, the 3rd Infantry Brigade made an attack on the Turkish trenches 

in front of Tasmania Post. The operations were to start shortly before moon rise. The 2nd Light Horse 

Brigade (to which the 5th Regiment belonged) were to man their trenches and open fire by way of 

demonstration to attract the attention of the enemy. 

On 6 August the Corps Commander, General Birdwood, called a meeting at Brown's Dip of all senior 

staff officers and officers of units down to regimental and battalion commanders, and explained the 

general scheme of operations. The primary operations consisted of a landing at Suvla Bay and an 

attack on the Turkish lines opposite the left flank on the Anzac position. 

At the same time, a separate offensive was to be instituted along the whole of the Anzac position. 

German Officers trench and Lone Pine positions were to be attacked and held, and the 2nd Light 

Horse Brigade (Ryrie) was ordered to attack and destroy the enemy works on Green Knoll (Bird 

Trenches) and Balkan Gun Pits on Harris Ridge. The 5th Light Horse Regiment was entrusted with 

this duty, the remainder of the Brigade supplying covering fire on Pine Ridge and Turkish Despair 

Works.  

The operations were to start at 5.30 p.m. on the evening of the 6th of August by the attack on Lone 

Pine. All ranks were supplied with white armlets and white badges to be sewn on the tunics between 

the shoulders. This was necessary to enable our people to distinguish one another in the dark, all 

bayonets were covered with sacking to prevent them glistening. The attack of the 5th Regiment was 

to commence at 8.30 p.m. It was not intended that the position seized by us should be retained, our 

operations being more in the nature of a raid. 



 

 

All preparations were accordingly made, and at 8 p.m. the attacking troops filed out through our wire 

in front of our trenches.  A few minutes before the order was given to attack, orders came from 

Brigade that the operations so far as the 5th Regiment were concerned were cancelled. The troops 

withdrew to their lines. 

Towards the end of August Brigadier Ryrie asked the 5th Regiment to undertake offensive operations 

against the enemy in front of the regiment, and accordingly a scheme was put to the Brigade for the 

Regiment to attack the Balkan Gun Pit Trenches and Bird Trenches, being practically the operations 

which we had prepared for on the night of the 6th August.  The scheme was approved, and was carried 

out in the early morning of the 23rd August, 1915. 

Harris Ridge, on which Chatham's Post was situated, ran towards Twin Trenches parallel to the 

seashore, and about 400 yards therefrom.  The sea side of this ridge was covered with very thick, low 

scrub. The Bird Trenches were situated about three or four hundred yards along Harris Ridge from 

Chatham's Post. At 3.55 a.m. "A" Squadron (Major Midgley, D.S.O.) filed out through the wire at 

Chatham's Post and "B" Squadron (Major Wright) through the Beach Post. "B" Squadron moved 

along the beach about 400 yards to a position opposite Bird Trenches. "C" Squadron remained in 

Chatham's Post in support.  One machine gun was removed temporarily to Ryrie's Post, and one 

remained on the rear line. 

Arrangements had been made for co-operation with the torpedo-boat destroyer on picket duty. At 

3.55 a.m. the destroyer was signalled that "A" Squadron was moving out. The destroyer immediately 

opened fire upon the Bird Trenches and continued firing rapidly for three minutes, then switched on 

to the Balkan Gun Pits, 500 yards down the ridge.  In the meantime, "A" Squadron was advancing, 

all fire reserved. When within 100 yards of the Bird Trenches "A" Squadron was fired upon. They 

still reserved their fire.  When still closer bombs were thrown at them, which passed over their heads 

without doing any damage. 'A' Squadron then rushed the trenches, first throwing their bombs into 

them.  Some of the Turks were killed, the others retired to the trenches on the east slope of the Ridge.  

These trenches were then bombed and fired into by our men with their rifles. The Turks kept low 

down in their trenches and fired in the air. 

 

While this was going on, "B" Squadron, from the beach, 

opened fire on the Balkan Gun Pits and the trenches in that 

neighbourhood. Heavy reinforcements were now coming 

forward to the Balkan Gun Pits. "A" Squadron then retired to 

Chatham's Post by the seaward side of the ridge. As soon as 

"A" Squadron retired from the neighbourhood of the Bird 

Trenches, "B" Squadron fired on that place, and "C" 

Squadron opened along the Ridge as soon as "A" Squadron 

had retired from it, and covered the retirement of "A" and "B" 

Squadrons.  As soon as "A" Squadron left the enemy trenches 

the machine guns opened along the ridge, and kept up a 

covering fire until both "A" and "B" Squadrons had returned 

to our line. 



 

 

The 5th Regiment only suffered three wounded during the attack, 

however the regiment was now called upon to supply reliefs for part 

of the Lone Pine position, which had been captured by our infantry 

on the evening of 6 August.  The whole of the Lone Pine positions 

had not been captured, and the situation was that our troops held the 

western part of the position and the Turks held the eastern, there 

still being communication trenches between the two parts.  The 

holding of Lone Pine had been a more expensive operation than the 

taking of it.  

On 25 August the 5th Regiment sent its first party of 130 men for 

duty for 48 hours. When we got there they found the position very 

unsatisfactory.  The trenches themselves were most disagreeable; 

there were hundreds of dead bodies in the side saps and in the position, all, of course, in an advanced 

state of decomposition.  A large number of these bodies were only partially buried. The sides of the 

trenches were oozing, and the whole of the trenches were covered with maggots which crawled over 

the men as they lay down to rest. The enemy were occupying their trenches within 20 to 30 yards 

from ours.  If any movement were made, or a person spoke in ordinary tone, it immediately attracted 

bombs. It is satisfactory to state that this condition. 

Like all the units on Gallipoli the 5th Regiment had its own routine while in the frontline; 

Normal life on the Peninsula embraced night post duty, night patrols, day observation, 

sniping, digging, wiring, ration and water carrying. Digging has been referred to above. If digging 

could be done with safety by day it was then done, but most of it had to be done by night, as the 

work was usually under enemy observation. Night post duty consisted of watching tactical points on 

the trench system, to stop a rush, give the alarm and observe and listen for enemy movement. The 

country right up to our trenches was covered by scrub, and but for our patrols an energetic and 

quickly moving enemy could mass within a few yards of our trenches. The enemy certainly had the 

capacity for moving quietly on the stony ridges in front of our position. A post usually consisted of 

an N.C.O. and three men, with an officer, assisted by a sergeant, in charge of a group of posts. The 

three men took it in turns to do sentry duty, two hours on and four off, while the N.C.O. was 

supposed to post every sentry and generally supervise his post.  

In some instances, double posts were constituted - two N.C.O.'s and six men - which made it 

easier and more comfortable for all, but unfortunately it was seldom that so many could be spared. 

In theory, a man should get at least two nights' sleep to one on night duty, but, owing to the 

shortage of men, it was often a night off to one on, and in the days of Wilson's Lookout it often 

worked out at two or three nights on duty to one resting. Night posts were posted just after dusk, so 

that the extra movement could not be observed by the enemy, and they remained on duty until 

"stand down" was given after daylight. The whole Regiment was roused every morning an hour 

before dawn and “stood to," fully equipped, in their fighting positions until "stand down." All ranks 

were ordered to sleep in their boots and clothes during the whole time we were on Gallipoli, and 

the order was rigorously enforced. Men could take their boots off in the daytime when things were 

seen to be quiet and so ease their feet. 

Private Jim Proctor had arrived at Gallipoli in mid-August, it’s unclear if he would have had the 

opportunity to catch up with Norm.  Jim was earmarked for duty with a field hospital, only weeks 

later on 29 September he was himself admitted to hospital suffering enteric fever.  Like so many 

others on the peninsula it was to be ill-health (diarrhoea) that would also force Norman from the 

peninsula, he was evacuated back to Mudros (on Lemnos) on 23 October 1915 aboard the hospital 

ship Formosa.  



 

 

It appears that Richard Proctor, as part of the 8th reinforcements for the 13th Battalion also reached 

Mudros on 23 October.  Unlikely to have known of Norm’s ill-health the brothers would not have 

met, Richard headed to Gallipoli on 1 November and only three days later received his lance corporal 

stripe and then a few weeks later was promoted to corporal.  Jim Proctor was himself evacuated from 

the peninsula on 9 November. 

After only a few days at Mudros Norm Proctor was transferred to England where on 9 November 

1915 he was admitted to the Brock War Hospital at Woolwich.  When considered fit Norm returned 

to duty at a base depot (possibly Weymouth).  Jim was sent back to Australia for a ‘three month 

change’ in early 1916. 

It was not until 25 March 1916 that Norm Proctor began his return to Egypt.  Upon his arrival in 

Egypt Norm appears to almost immediately volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps, he joined the 

corps for training and assessment at Abbassia on 7 April 1916, which was only four days after the 

bulk of the corps commenced training. 

With his transfer to the military police Norm was promoted to the rank of corporal.  Norm is circled 

in the photo shown, he is wearing corporal stripes, directly behind him is George Killworth, the pair 

were known to each other George having also grown up in the West Maitland district.  All of these 

men were part of A Squadron, which was the training squadron for the Mounted Section of the corps. 

At the completion of training 

it appears that Corporal 

Proctor became part of a 

‘fighting troop’ under 

Lieutenant Peter Martin, the 

troop  was designed to give a 

number of men ‘active 

service’, which was designed 

to be a criteria for men 

joining the Anzac Provost 

Corps.  The troop served for 

a time with the 1st Light 

Horse Regiment and also the 

7th Light Horse Regiment, 

the troop was formally 

disbanded in late January 

1917. 

Norm’s brother Richard had 

also risen to the rank of 

sergeant in France, he had 

been serving with the 45th 

Battalion.  Sergeant Richard 

Proctor was killed in action at 

Pozieres on 29 September 

1916, his name appears in a 

list of men recommended for 

bravery awards from the 

battalion, a note simply recorded ‘Consistent Good work at Pozieres Aug-Sep 1916’, Richard was 

recommended for the DCM (it was not awarded). 



 

 

Many of those men appear to have continued to serve with Lieutenant Martin, on 25 January 1917 

Norm was promoted to sergeant, it’s unclear as to how long Sergeant Proctor served with Martin.   

Several men ran afoul of Martin as an officer, Norm didn’t appear to have had any troubles with his 

CO.  

The photo (shown left) shows Norm as a sergeant, it 

appears that Sergeant Proctor may have been posted back 

to Cairo in early 1917.  The belt worn by Norm is unusual 

and is one occasionally seen on other military police, it was 

possibly one issued with the sword.  The photo (below) 

comes from Wal McEwan’s collection, it shows the belt 

quite clearly, the Military Police Sergeant shown is 

unknown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 1917 Norman Proctor’s family requested he be allowed to return to Australia on 

compassionate and financial grounds.  They argued that Norm would now have the responsibility of 

his brother’s block (Richards?) as well as his own and that despite the fact that Norman’s father 

Richard (snr) was financially secure and farming his own land that Norm should be allowed to return 

to Australia.   The loss of two sons during the war an obvious factor as well. 



 

 

It was not to be the reason for Norm’s return, in late June Norm was downgraded as being medically 

unfit as a result of ‘Bubonocele left’ (an inaugural hernia).  Norm’s application for a return on 

compassionate grounds was formally rejected as he was sailing back to Australia, the Commandant 

1MD (Queensland) suggestion was that Norman and his father complete Power of Attorney forms to 

the Public Curator in order that he look after the two Queensland properties while Norman was away. 

Upon being given a berth aboard the Port 

Sydney Norm also reverted to his substantive 

rank of corporal, his formal role for the 

voyage was described as ‘escort duty.’  The 

Port Sydney departed Suez on 11 July 1917, 

the troopship arrived at Melbourne on 22 

August.   From Melbourne the New South 

Wales and Queensland men then entrained 

to their own states.  Norman James Proctor 

was discharged from the AIF as MU 

(Medically unfit) on 22 September 1917. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A typical later provost on traffic control in England or France. 



 

 

892 SERGEANT William Henry RAINES 

 

William Raines was born in Campbelltown, New South Wales, by the end of 1914 he was nearly 27 

years of age, married, he and his wife Mary were living in Kilmore, Victoria.  William (Bill) Raines 

described himself as a labourer, he also listed his mother, Ann wells as a next-of-kin, she lived in 

Narromine (NSW).  

 

Bill Raines enlisted at Kilmore on 5 December 1914, from there he was sent to the Broadmeadows 

Camp near Melbourne.  In mid-

March 1915 Trooper Raines was 

allotted to the 4th re-enforcements 

for the 4th Light Horse regiment, 

continuing to train at 

Broadmeadows.   

 

The 4th re-enforcements sailed for 

Egypt aboard the Wiltshire 

departing from the Port of 

Melbourne on 13 April 1915.  

After a short time at an Egyptian 

depot Bill’s draft embarked for 

Gallipoli to join the 4th Light Horse 

Regiment. 

 

The Machine Gun Section of the 4th Regiment had been the first to land, doing so on 16 May 1915.  

A Squadron landed on 21 May, moving into trenches on 23 May.  The remainder of the regiment 

landed on 24 May, moving initially into reserve positions.  For the next few weeks the regiment was 

broken up and sent to various positions to give tired infantry units’ a well-deserved rest. 

 

On 11 June the entire regiment moved into reserve.  The Machine Gun Section continued to operate 

independently from the regiment, relieving were needed.  The remainder of the regiment moved into 

positions in the Southern Sector towards the end of June. 

 

 

On 8 July 1915 the 4th 

Regiment, less the 

Machine Gun Section, 

was attached to the 2nd 

Light Horse Brigade, 

where the regiment held 

the reserve.  On 18 July 

the 4th Regiment (less 

Machine Guns) occupied 

positions at Ryrie’s Post. 

The Regiment’s Machine 

Guns continued to operate 

independently.  

 

On 17 July the regiment was given a break back on Embros (Imbros).  The regiment was given four 

days’ rest and returned to the peninsula on 22 July, once again moving into positions at Ryrie’s Post. 



 

 

For part of August several of the 

Regiment’s squadrons relieved at 

Lone Pine.  Bill Raines was recorded 

as being wounded at Gaba Tepe on 14 

August 1915.  Raines was evacuated 

aboard the hospital ship Valdivia to 

Malta, his wounds were described as a 

bullet wound to his right arm which 

had caused a fracture as well as 

shrapnel wounds to his left hand.  

 

Upon his arrival at Malta on 20 August 

Bill was admitted to the Royal Naval 

Hospital.  After a month Bill was 

transferred to Ricasoli, this was an old fort that was hurriedly been prepared during September and 

October to be a hospital.  The new hospital didn’t formally open until 6 November, so presumably 

while recuperating from his own wounds Bill had been helping set up the new hospital.  With the 

evacuation of Gallipoli Fort Ricasoli hospital was closed. 

 

It’s unclear when Trooper Raines returned to Egypt it was probably not until early 1916.  Bill was 

probably still at a depot (awaiting a return to a unit) when a call went out for volunteers for the Anzac 

Provost Corps.  Bill’s time on the Gallipoli peninsula put him on good standing to join the corps, after 

being formally interviewed and assessed by senior officers of the corps Bill was accepted to join the 

Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 1916.  

 

Only two days after commencing training Raines was promoted to corporal.  The group photo shows 

him holding that rank and confirms that he was part of the Mounted Section of the Anzac Provost 

Corps.  Unfortunately the part of the photo showing Bill isn’t terribly clear. 

 

 

On 9 August 1916 Bill was promoted to sergeant (temporary).  Sergeant Raines was sent to Kantara 

for duty with the Anzac Mounted Division in late October.  However after only three weeks attached 

to the division he was ‘certified’ as being unfit for active service and was sent back to Cairo for duty. 

It’s unclear as to whether Bill remained at Abbassia at the end of training (as part of the Abbassia 

Detachment) or if he was posted to Cairo to Kasr-el-Nil Barracks where the bulk of the Egyptian 

Section of the Anzac Provost Corps was based.  The photo below shows members of the corps at 

Kasr-el-Nil receiving comfort parcels. 



 

 

 

 

Towards the end of June 1917 Sergeant Raines was in trouble for ‘Neglect of duty when NCO in 

charge of a patrol on 26-6-1917’.  As a result of the charge he was found guilty, he was severely 

reprimanded and also relinquished his sergeant rank.  

 

On 30 August 1917 Bill was admitted to the 14th AGH at Abbassia suffering phlebotomous (sand fly) 

fever.  Corporal Raines spent a week in hospital before returning to duty.  

 

In November 1917 he was again promoted to sergeant (acting) and was posted to the Moascar 

Detachment for duty.  Towards the end of January 1918 Raines was absent for several hours and was 

charged with being absent without leave, Bill was once again reprimanded and forfeited a days’ pay. 

 

On 7 February Sergeant Raines was posted to the Kantara Detachment for duty.  However less than 

a week later Bill was sent back to Moascar were he was medically boarded and was classified ‘TB’ 

the result of suffering typhus, he remained on duty (most probably back at Kantara) but was ‘off 

riding for one month.’  

 

On June 1918 Bill was admitted to the 44th Stationary Hospital, which was also at Kantara, suffering 

from typhus.  On 5 July Raines condition was recorded as being ‘Dangerously Ill’.  By mid-July Bill 

was gradually improving, on 25 July he was transferred to the ‘Seriously Ill’ list.  Finally on 31 July 

Bill Raines was pronounced as being ‘Out of Danger’. 

 

On 29 October 1918 Bill was facing a court martial for ‘Conduct to the prejudice of good order & 

military discipline in that he at Cairo or about the 20th October 1918 did supply a green envelope 

which it was his duty to preserve to a civilian, and signed the certificate thereon with a false name to 

wit, W. Jones, contrary to censorship regulations. And ‘(2) Neglect to obey G.R.C. No 2108 dated 6. 

1. 17 in that he on or about the 20. 10. 18 did supply a civilian with a green envelope A. F. 3072.’ 

 

Bill was once again severely reprimanded and busted back to the rank of corporal. 



 

 

On 15 January 1919 Raines was again promoted to sergeant 

(temporary), on this occasion to specifically fill the vacancy left 

when Staff Sergeant Anderson was invalided back to Australia.  

On 16th January 1919, Sergeant Raines had been placed in 

charge of a small party of four military policemen (including 

Trooper John Williams) who were to escort two prisoners from 

the Citadel Detention Barracks at Cairo and take them to Port 

Suez, from where they were to be sent back to Australia aboard 

the troopship Berrima.  

 

Arriving at the Citadel on the morning of the 16th, Raines’ party 

took charge of 1801 Trooper B Athorn, 7th Light Horse 

Regiment, and 926 Trooper J Hogan, 5th Light Horse Regiment 

(previously No. 4 Company, Imperial Camel Corps). 

 

Due to their flight-risk, both prisoners were handcuffed for the 

voyage by train to Suez. The trip started smoothly enough; 

Raines and his men, with the two prisoners, took up a 

compartment, which kept them away from the other passengers.  

All went well up until nearing Ismailia.  

 

When the train had pulled up at Moascar (just prior to Ismailia), 

a draft of about eighty Australian soldiers boarded the train. 

Raines noted that quite a few of the soldiers were intoxicated. 

Some of the soldiers observed the military policemen and their 

prisoners; indeed some appeared to have personally known 

Athorn and Hogan. With some murmurs of discontent from 

these troops, Raines decided it was pertinent and sensible to 

remove the prisoner’s handcuffs for the remainder of the train 

trip. 

 

No trouble occurred on the train, but Raines and his men were 

well aware of the ill-feeling of many troops towards the military 

police, especially when fuelled by alcohol. When the train 

arrived at Port Tewfik, the military police and their prisoners 

joined about two-hundred other AIF soldiers boarding several 

lighters (small transport vessels) that would take them out to 

where the Berrima was anchored. 

 

The Berrima [right] had sailed as a 

troopship throughout the war. Indeed, 

she had conveyed the 1st Tropical Force 

to New Guinea shortly after the outbreak 

of war, and she had then continued to 

sail to and from Australia with troops on 

board.  

 

Unfortunately for Raines and his escort, as the lighter approached the Berrima some of the troops 

aboard the troopship also recognised the shiny buttons and the distinctive blue bands worn by the 

military police (the MPs wore a removable hatband and an armband that could be easily removed 

when not on duty). As the lighters came alongside, several agitators on board made derogatory 

remarks towards Raines’ men.  



 

 

Unfortunately, without any guidance or intervention by officers on board, the harassment worsened, 

as the men began to hurl rubbish and anything else available down upon the small group of military 

police.  Raines and his men had to endure this for just under an hour, as the rest of the troops moved 

from the lighters to the troopship. When nearly all the troops had embarked, Corporal Raines 

requested that a medical officer on board the lighter arrange for the OC (Officer Commanding) Troops 

for the Berrima to come down to the lighter to sign for Athorn and Hogan. Trooper Hogan apparently 

approached Raines and offered to take his own papers on board the troopship. Corporal Raines 

refused Hogan’s offer, confirming that only he would hand them over to the OC Troops, despite the 

trouble he and his men were encountering.  

 

It was around this time that about ten men, apparently stirred on by a Trooper King from the 5th Light 

Horse, came rushing down the gangway, attacking Corporal Raines and his men. Raines quickly 

handed the prisoners’ papers to the medical officer on the lighter as he and his men were ‘set upon’. 

Two of his party were knocked down and then kicked and punched to the face and body while lying 

on the deck. Raines and his other two men fared little better, but were able to stay on their feet; all 

suffered bruising as a result of numerous blows. One of Raine’s men had his revolver taken from him 

while lying dazed. Luckily the revolver was not brought into play at any stage. 

 

At this point, two or three officers finally did make an effort to come to the assistance of the military 

police, with some success. Raines ordered his men to get aboard a small motor launch which was 

next to the lighter. Even as this occurred, King and the nine or ten others continued their assault – 

King himself throwing a large earthen jar at Raines, and the mob attempting to throw all the military 

police into the harbour. Finally free of the melee, Raines and his men headed back to shore. Corporal 

Raines later received word from the Berrima that the prisoners’ papers had been handed to the OC 

Troops. 

 

No doubt there would be many varied interpretations and views of the incident on the lighter – most 

of them probably unfavourable to the military police involved. In Corporal Raines’ report he stated 

that the easy recognition of the military police by their distinctive uniform had not helped. Raines 

was highly critical of the indifference shown by most of the officers aboard the Berrima. He was also 

critical of many of the nursing sisters aboard the vessel, who had jeered and laughed at the military 

police as they attempted to get the two prisoners aboard the Berrima. 

 

Bill Raines remained in Egypt up until 2 August 1919, when he boarded the Delta at Kantara and 

began his return to Australia.  Reaching Victoria in early September, it was not until 17 November 

1919 that he was discharged from the AIF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

351 TROOPER Wallace George SLATER 

 

Wallace Slater hailed from Bega, he described himself variously as a farmer or as a cheese maker, no 

doubt in line with the family business.  Wallace was just over 19 years of age when he stepped forward 

to enlist on 27 August 1914, he told the recruiting clerk he also had three years militia serve with the 

43rd Infantry in the Bega area.  

 

Still single, Wallace gave his father, Richard as his next-of-kin.  

Trooper Slater became part of B Squadron with the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment. The 1st Light Horse Regiment was one of three that formed 

the 1st Light Horse Brigade. 

  

The 1st Light Horse Brigade was part of the 1st Contingent that was hastily put together in the middle 

of August 1914.  The 1st Light Horse Brigade was primarily raised from recruits currently serving in 

the various militia light horse formations created as a consequence of the Kitchener Report from 1910 

and the introduction of Universal Training. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised at Rosebery Park, the regiment was recruited exclusively 

from the various New South Wales militia regiments. "A" Squadron was recruited mainly from 5 th 

Australian Light Horse (31 men) and 6th Australian Light Horse (59 men). "B" Squadron came mainly 

from 7th Australian Light Horse (41 men) and 11th Australian Light Horse (62 men). "C" Squadron 

was recruited mainly from 9th Australian Light Horse (49 men). During the course of the war, this 

militia connection was maintained regarding the reinforcements. 

 

With a large number of volunteers stepping forward, both from the city as well as the country, 

makeshift camps had to be organised.  Victoria Barracks still had overall control of the training camps, 

Randwick, Rosebery Park and the Showground at Moore Park became the three main camps.  

Artillery volunteers were sent to the showground, Light Horsemen were sent to Rosebery Park. 

 

Rosebery Park was in fact a racecourse and fitted the bill in terms of space for the camp.  As well as 

numerous men volunteering a large number of horses were donated to the army, those suitable for 

military service were gladly welcomed. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment boarded 

the Star of Victoria at Sydney on 20 

October, as well as the men the 

troopship also had a horse deck for the 

regiments mounts.  Good planning 

meant that few horses would die 

during the voyage. 

 

 The Star of Victoria and several other 

troopships arrived at Albany, Western 

Australia, on 26 October.  At Albany, 

the Star of Victoria took its place 

amongst thirty-five other Australian 

and New Zealand troopships. On 1 

November, escorted by five light 

cruisers, the convoy sailed for Egypt, 

via the Cape of Good Hope, in order to 

avoid an occupied Suez Canal. 

 



 

 

Vessels of the convoy began arriving at Alexandria on 3 December. The troops started to disembark 

the same day, moving by train to Cairo. The 1st Light Horse Regiment (as part of the 1st Light Horse 

Brigade) set up camp south of Cairo at Maadi. Maadi was a small town on the outskirts of Cairo. It 

had a railway line to the town, which assisted in the movement of troops and stores. Tents became 

their new homes, and training in the desert began. 

 

The frustrated light horsemen remained in Egypt when the infantry stormed ashore at Anzac Cove on 

25 April 1915. However, as the need for reinforcements became critical it was decided that the Light 

Horse should be sent to Anzac Cove to fight alongside the infantry in a dismounted role. 

 

Bill Robinson continued to serve as a light horseman with the 1st Light Horse Regiment.  The 1st 

Regiment sailed from Alexandria, bound for the peninsula, on 9 May, landing at Anzac on the 

morning of 12 May.  The 1st Light Horse landed with only one casualty, Trooper Dowling losing a 

couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the beach 

and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm when they 

moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.  The Turks made sure that 

the regiment’s welcome was not a pleasant one. 

 

The sound of machine gun and rifle fire and occasional shrapnel burst keeping the men on edge and 

preventing all but the hardiest soul from getting any sleep. About 3 am on the night of the landing, 

Aug Davidson was laughingly heard to say, “Well, they are fools, they’ve been shooting at me all 

night and not hit me once.” 

 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Pope’s Hill, these were the positions that the regiment 

would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  Pope’s Hill was by this time a comparatively 

comfortable post. Pope’s was safeguarded by the fact that most of the enemy’s trenches opposite, on 

the Chessboard and Baby 700, were completely commanded by the New Zealand position on 

Russell’s Top. The 1st Light Horse Regiment therefore took over a fairly secure position, the 2nd Light 

Horse Regiment moved into nearby Quinn’s Post.  

 

 

 



 

 

The 13th and 15th Battalions had left the trenches as soon as the light 

horsemen took up their positions. The infantry however, in their haste to 

be relieved, failed to pass on valuable hints to the Light Horsemen. The 

troopers, for the most part laid their rifles against the side of the trench, sat 

down on their overcoats, and waited. The infantry left a few periscopes, 

and knew not to look over the parapet for more than a few seconds, but 

they failed to advise the troopers of that fact.  

 

The light horsemen learnt the hard way – many of the periscopes were 

shattered by bullets, as the men tried to use them for too long.  The Turks 

also welcomed the light horse with a flurry of bombs. The troopers soon 

learnt the various methods of dealing with that threat. Some men picked 

up the bombs and threw them back; others learnt to smother the bombs 

with partly filled sandbags.  After their initial steep learning curve, the light 

horsemen quickly adapted to life on the peninsula, during its time on 

Gallipoli the 1st Light Horse played a mainly defensive role. 

 

Like so many others on the peninsula it was ill-health that saw Wallace’s 

evacuation from the peninsula around a month after he had landed.  

Trooper Slater attended a field ambulance in early June 1915 and was 

admitted suffering from acute bronchitis and diarrhea, Wallace was 

evacuated to Egypt aboard the SS Franconia, arriving at Alexandria on 8 

June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Alexandria Wallace was sent to the 19th General Hospital for treatment.  Slater remained at the 19th 

GH for a month, he was discharged back to a depot for duty on 9 July 1915.   Wallace’s file doesn’t 

indicate where he returned to duty at, but presumably he remained in Egypt, possibly after a time at 

a depot he would have returned to the 1st Light Horse Regiment’s Base Camp in Egypt. (not verified) 

 

On 1 March 1916 Trooper Slater into the 1st Light Horse Reserve [Training] Regiment, this was not 

the regiment’s base camp, rather a ‘feeder depot’ for the 2nd Light Horse Brigade.  Men coming and 

going from the various regiments (1st, 2nd and 3rd ) would pass through this unit.  On 20 March Wallace 

was transferred to the 2nd DAC (Divisional Ammunition Column) joining that unit at its Zeitoun 

depot. 



 

 

However with a call for volunteers as military police a few days 

later, Slater responded and was accepted to train at Abbassia.  

Trooper Slater was taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps 

on 3 April 1916, with his transfer Wallace was also promoted to 

sergeant.   

 

Slater is described as being a sergeant in the photo that appeared in 

The Sydney Mail on 6 September 1916.  The photo is probably from 

a few weeks into the training, the photo confirms that Wallace had 

become part on the Mounted Section of the corps. 

 

Wallace had in fact been severely reprimanded over an incident 

while he was at a Rest Camp at Sidi Bishr on 19 July 1916.  Slater 

was charged with ‘conduct to the prejudice of good order and 

military discipline’.  Sidi Bishr was in the Montaza district of 

Alexandria and was on the coast allowing the men to swim and 

relax. 

 

Sergeant Slater must have relaxed too much, found guilty of the 

offence it was recommended that he be sent back to Abbassia for 

‘disposal’.  Arriving back at Abbassia on 23 July the following day 

he reverted back to the rank of trooper, his file states that it was at 

his own request. 

 

With the winding down of activity of military police training at 

Abbassia in late July and early August 1916 Wallace Slater was 

once again in trouble, on 6 August he was charged with ‘breaking 

barracks.’ 

On 13 August he was sentenced to 215 hours of FP No2 (Field 

Punishment) for the offence, Abbassia was home to a Detention 

Barracks and Slater was sent there to carry out his sentence.  



 

 

At the completion of his sentence Wallace was transferred to the 1st Light Horse Reserve [Training] 

Regiment at Abbassia for re-allocation.  It appears that Slater was once again earmarked to join the 

2nd DAC, he sailed for England aboard the Nile (shown below) with that aim on 21 September 1916. 

 

 

The Nile offloaded its troops in the UK in early October, on 3 October Wallace marched into the 

Parkhouse Depot.   It seems that Slater may have had a change of heart and opted to remain a military 

policeman.  Wallace’s file is confusing at times with several entries slightly askew, appears that Slater 

marched into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth on 8 October 1916.    

 

 

 

 

Trooper Slater was in trouble in April 1917 when he ’without permission left his 

post in Tidworth’ on 14 April.  Wallace was lucky to be admonished (guilty - no 

punishment) by Lt Colonel Williams the head of the Anzac Provost Corps 

(shown right).  

 

On 24 May 1917 Wallace was again in trouble with Colonel Williams for writing 

an inappropriate letter to a fellow military policeman, 1401 Private James 

Pettigrew.  This charge was; ‘Tidworth. An act to the prejudice of good order 

and military discipline in that he at Tidworth on 24-5-17 did write a letter to Pte 

Pettigrew in which he used improper language against his superior language.’  

Colonel Williams ordered that Slater forfeit five days’ pay.   At the time 

Pettigrew also appears to have been serving at Tidworth, possibly one of the pair 

was on detachment away from Bhurtpore Barracks at the time of the letter 

writing.  



 

 

 

On 5 June 1917 Slater was transferred to a Light Horse 

details camp, with a view to returning to the 1st Light 

Horse Regiment.  In mid-June Wallace boarded the 

Kinsfaun Castle (shown left) and returned to Egypt (via 

Marseilles).  Once again Wallace marched into the 1st 

Light Horse Training [Reserve] Regiment at Moascar, 

doing so on 9 (?) July 1917.  

 

Trooper Slater did re-join the 1st Light Horse Regiment on 13 July 1917.  On 13 January 1918 Wallace 

was detached for duty with the Desert Mounted Corps, he rejoined the 1st Light Horse on 24 February.  

A few days later Wallace was sent on course to a School of Instruction at Belah, the course appears 

to have been for a month.  

 

It was while fighting with his regiment in the Jordan Valley on 19 April 1918 that Slater was badly 

wounded by shrapnel. Wallace suffered a slight wound to his right wrist, the wound to his left thigh 

was severe.   

 

Admitted to the 66th Casualty 

Clearing Station shortly being 

wounded, three days later he 

was evacuated to the 76th 

Casualty Clearing Station.  

When able to travel he was sent 

back to the 24th Stationary 

Hospital at Kantara.   

 

On 25 April 1918 Wallace was 

admitted to the 14th AGH at 

Port Said (shown right).  Slater 

remained at Port Said up until 

early July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 11 July Slater was given a berth aboard the Port Darwin and began his return to Australia, the 

Port Darwin arrived at an Australian port on 18 August 1918.  Wallace George Slater was discharged 

from the AIF at Sydney on 4 September 1918.  Electoral rolls show that Wallace lived at Randwick 

after the war, he worked as a Tram conductor.  Wallace married Madge Smallgood, but appears to 

have died prematurely in 1927. 



 

 

1272 SERGEANT Eustace John SWAIN 

 

Eustace Swain was born in London, by early 1915 he and his 

wife, Helen, were living at Leichhardt in Sydney.  The couple 

had immigrated to Australia in September 1912, settling in 

Sydney. Upon joining up on 4 February 1915 Swain described 

himself as a 37 year old salesman, he also informed the 

recruiting clerk that he had spent over 8 years with the 3rd 

Hussars (some of those as a sergeant) prior to immigrating to 

Australia. 

 

Swain was originally earmarked for the 7th reinforcements for 

the 1st Light Horse Regiment, training at the Light Horse 

Depot at Liverpool.  However on 6 July 1915 he was re-

allotted to the 9th reinforcements for the 7th Light Horse 

Regiment, during training he held the rank of sergeant. Thirty nine of the men are shown below in 

AWM photo P062257.001, Sergeant Swain is in the front row to the right of Lieutenant Harold 

Johnson, the OIC of that draft, Johnson hailed from Coogee. 

 

 

Lieutenant Johnson and his men sailed 

for Egypt aboard the Argyllshire (shown 

left), departing Sydney on 30 September 

1915.   The voyage would normally take 

a little over a month, the Argyllshire 

would have arrived at Egypt in early 

November, from there the draft would 

have been sent to a training depot, near 

Cairo.  Private Arthur Giles was one of 

those infantry reinforcements aboard the 

Argyllshire, he recorded a few details of 

the voyage and offloading at Suez. 



 

 

‘We are going along O.K. Splendid weather ever since leaving hardly a ripple on the water. 

There was a fair crowd on the wharf to see the boat. Then the launches were flying about all the 

time we were anchored out. I saw the Captain Cook (Ferry?) coming out. Had a look if I knew any 

one on board but didn’t. There hasn’t been any sickness yet. The weather has been too good. 

Coming from the railway we had more civilians in the lines than troops was a great crowd. Our 

quarters are right forward in the first hold. Have to sleep in hammocks. They are very comfortable. 

It was my first experience of a hammock as well as a number more. We were all wondering how 

long as we should stay in them but all hands were safe and sound the following morning. 

All on board seem in good cheer.  I haven’t heard anyone complaining about the length of 

the voyage.  Of cause we are having a very good time.  Concerts very often and boxing take up the 

evening.’  

The Argyllshire offloaded its troops at Suez, from there the various drafts entrained to the various 

camps and depots around Cairo.  Private Giles was in Heliopolis by 8 November, indicating the 

Argyllshire had probably arrived at Suez on 6 or 7 November.  Private Giles described the train trip 

from Suez to Cairo; 

We landed at Suez & came across by train. I wasn’t 

looking forward to the train journey at all but it turned out to 

be interesting. We left Suez at half past ten in the morning & 

arrived here (Heliopolis) at half past five that evening. It 

wasn’t at all hot in the train. We had a good breeze all the way. 

I was always under the impression that Egypt was a barren 

hole. That idea has been knocked clean out of my head. When 

leaving Suez you see a few palm trees & things along the canal, 

but as you come along. The belt widens. Corn is the principal 

thing grown. As far as you can see on both side of the line is 

nothing but corn. Thousands of acres of it. Also date palms. 

 

Swain and the other members of his draft would have marched 

into a Reserve Training Depot, at the depot he retained his rank, 

however when he marched into the 7th Light Horse Regiment at 

their Maadi Camp (to the south of Cairo) on 28 December 1915 

Swain reverted back to his substantive rank of trooper (private). 

 

Perhaps Swain was considered a bit too old for active service 

with a regiment, on 1 March 1916 Swain marched into the 2nd 

Light Horse Training Regiment (for re-allocation?).  On 26 April 

Swain transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, when he marched 

into Abbassia on that date he was also promoted to sergeant, the 

bulk of the corps had commenced their training on 3 April.   

  

Presumably the photo shown (right) is from a few weeks after 

he marched into Abbassia, in it he is captioned as being a 

sergeant.  It appears that Swain was quickly promoted to 

Sergeant Major.     

 

With the completion of training Swain probably remained with 

the Abbassia Detachment.  However on 25 August 1916 Eustace 

was admitted to the 3rd AGH (Abbassia) suffering from Photitis 

(Defective Vision). 



 

 

As a result Swain was earmarked for a return to 

Australia as being medically unfit.  He began his 

return to Australia aboard the HS Kanowna on 23 

September 1916.  The Kanowna (shown left) 

arrived back in Sydney on 28 October, Eustace John 

Swain was discharged from the AIF MU (medically 

unfit) on 27 January 1917.   

 

After the war he and Helen lived at Homebush and 

then Strathfield.  A note on his personnel file 

records that he died at Randwick (Repat Hospital?) 

on 19 August 1938.  

 

 

 

503 LANCE CORPORAL Walter Arthur WALLER 
 

Walter Waller was born at Ballarat in 1894; he was the son of Richard Waller. Richard remarried 

around 1906, and his second wife, Mary Jane, then helped raise both their families. The family lived 

in the Ballarat district. Walter was typical of his generation, having served two years as a senior cadet. 

After leaving school he completed a two-year apprenticeship with G and E. Waller (his uncle’s), his 

uncle’s business simply described as being contractors of Ballarat.   

 

Walter was working as a labourer down in 

Melbourne when the declaration of war was made. 

He fronted to the Broadmeadows recruiting office on 

19 August 1914 to enlist. Walter’s brother John 

(Jack) would also enlist; he would be killed while 

serving with the 7th Battalion on Gallipoli. 

 

Trooper Waller became part of C Squadron with the 

4th Light Horse Regiment, and was known as 

‘Wattie’ to his army mates. Formed as a divisional 

cavalry unit for the 1st Australian Division, over 20 

percent of the regiment’s men hailed from the 

Melbourne district. 

 

The regiment sailed from Melbourne aboard the Wiltshire (shown above) on 19 October 1914. The 

Wiltshire arrived in Egypt on 10 December. The regiment then spent the next few months establishing 

their desert camp and bringing the men’s training up to scratch. 



 

 

In Egypt, Wattie acted as a cook for C Squadron. Following some of the trouble 

involving Australian troops in Cairo he put pen to paper and wrote to the 

Ballarat Courier. 

 ‘ Mena Camp, 26th February, 1915: 

As a result of reports published in some papers concerning the conduct [of] our men, I am 

prompted to explain that none of the men of the 4th Light Horse Regiment are concerned.  Only five 

of the Ballarat Boys are being sent back, and that for no fault of their own.  In this regiment only 

three men are being sent back to Australia, and there is only one Ballarat boy, viz, Harold Sim of 

Cardigan.  His case is a bad one, being sent home on account of having a cancer in the ear, which 

could not be cured. 

Respecting the other two men, one received a kick from a horse and the other had a very bad leg, 

and when the leg was examined by the doctor he was given the discharge. 

The public can see by this statement that no disgrace rests on this regiment. 

The Colonel (Colonel Forsyth) is going to deal with the matter of these rumours, declaring he is not 

having his regiment disgraced by anyone.  Colonel Forsyth calls himself the ‘dad of the regiment,’ 

and he is a great dad.  He is a gentleman – just the sort of man you want on service.  I may say the 

same for all our officers.  They are just ‘the thing.’ 

As for the food, we can’t growl. For early morning meal we have what we call mince balls; for 

dinner, a boil with pea soup and greens; and for tea boiled rice with raisins.  The boys don’t like 

rice, and when we have it they come to the fire and want to know have they turned into birds.  But 

they are not a bad lot; they sing out if you don’t give them everything ‘up to the handle.’ They don’t 

get cocoa, but they get coffee before going out to the parade in the morning.  

I hope you will publish this, so that the public may see that this regiment owns no wasters…’ 

Despite being divisional cavalry, the 4th Regiment were not considered as part of the original landing 

on Gallipoli. It was not until 20 May 1915, that the regiment deployed to Anzac Cove to reinforce the 

badly depleted infantry. The 4th Regiment landed on 22 and 24 May; its squadrons were initially 

scattered to reinforce various infantry units. 

 

It was not until 11 June that the 

regiment was reunited, the regiment 

joining other light horse units around 

the area of Ryrie’s Post. Wattie was 

wounded by shrapnel (to the side of 

his body) at Gaba Tepe on 30 July 

1915, and was evacuated to the 

hospital ship Neuralia (shown right), 

which transported him to Alexandria.  

Arriving at Alexandria on 4 August, 

Wattie was sent by train to the 1st 

Australian General Hospital at 

Heliopolis. 

 



 

 

Wattie remained at the 1st AGH for nearly two months. Recovered from the physical effects of the 

shrapnel, on 1 October he was transferred to No 2 Australian Auxiliary Hospital, still at Heliopolis.  

Wattie remained at No 2 AAH until 8 November.  

  

Now considered fit enough to return to duty, Wattie was sent for a period of rest at the Helouan 

Convalescence Depot. On 1 December 1915, he returned to a training depot to prepare for a return to 

his regiment. 

 

Trooper Waller doesn’t appear to have rejoined the 4th Regiment. Instead he volunteered to join the 

newly forming Anzac Provost Corps in March 1916. Formally taken on strength by the Provost Corp 

on 3 April 1916, Wattie became one of several hundred men sent to a Provost Training Centre at 

Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

 

Not all the men who volunteered would be deemed suitable to serve as military policemen; those 

unsuitable for the role were sent back to their unit. Some by their own request would also do the same. 

Wattie was probably lucky to retain his lance corporal rank that he was given at the commencement 

of training, when on 27 June he was absent from a parade and also broke barracks, failing to return 

until midday the following day. Wattie was severely reprimanded over the incident. 

 

Once again on 23 July, Wattie was again in trouble, on this occasion for failing to attend midday 

stables and also for failing to report that he had lost his helmet (pith helmet). Wattie was once again 

lucky to only receive a severe reprimand.   

 

The photo (right) comes from The Sydney Mail dated 6 

September 1916 and shows some of the Mounted Section of the 

Anzac Provost Corps based in Egypt.  The men are all NCO’s, 

some only lance corporal, all the men are named, Wattie is 

described as being the lance corporal in the middle row on the 

right edge of this portion of the main photo. 

Lance Corporal Waller became part of a ‘fighting troop’ of 

military policemen, twenty-one men in total, under the command 

of Lieutenant Peter Martin. The troop joined the Anzac Mounted 

Division at Kantara on 27 October 1916. Wattie was with the troop 

when it was attached to B Squadron, 1st Light Horse Regiment, 

joining the regiment at El Ghelia on 18 November.   



 

 

Towards the end of November the Division moved to Geratat, the 1st Regiment taking up the outpost 

line on the right front of the Camel Corps about 14 miles east of Maadan. Here the regiment, including 

Lieutenant Martin’s men, frequently came into contact with the enemy.  During the fighting troop’s 

time with the 1st Regiment, they were involved in the seizing of Maghaba on 23 December 1916, and 

also the fighting at Rafa on 9 January 1917.  It was during the fighting at Rafa that Lance Corporal 

Waller was severely wounded, and he died later that day. The following day, Wattie was buried a 

quarter of a mile west of the village of Sheik Zouwaid, Chaplain Finnigan conducting his burial 

service.   

Trooper E.G. Thompson penned the following poem, in memory of his mate Wattie. Thompson had 

joined the Anzac Provost Corps around the same time as Waller. Thompson had been a light horseman 

with the 7th Regiment; both had become part of Lieutenant Martin’s fighting troop. 

KILLED IN ACTION 

    There’s a vacant place in the Troop to-day, 

    Where once was a brave lad,  

    He was honoured by all who knew him, 

    And his absence makes us sad. 

 

    We shall miss his voice at ‘Reveille’, 

    When the Sergeant shouts ‘Fall in’, 

    No more his merry laugh we’ll hear, 

    He is deaf to the battle’s din. 

 

    It was out on the field at Rafa, 

    Where the shrapnel fell like rain,  

    His young life slowly ebbed away, 

    With a bullet through his brain. 

 

He could not send a message home, 

Cross the ocean far and wide,  

To greet the loving one’s he’d left, 

Around the home fire-side. 

 

But now that God has called him,  
We shall never see him more, 

His memory shall be cherished by pals, 

In the ANZAC Provost Corps.  

 

Unfortunately the isolated nature of Wattie’s grave meant that his grave after a time could not be 

formally located, his family were informed that his name was remembered in the Kantara War 

Memorial Cemetery. Wattie’s name was also included on a memorial in the Jerusalem War memorial 

cemetery. Formally he is recorded as having no known grave. 

Endnote: When Wattie’s father Richard, died in the mid 1920’s, the army seemed to have problems 

recognising Mary’s right as his next-of-kin (being his step-mother). This was despite the fact that 

Mary had been drawing an army pension for Wattie’s death since 1917. Interestingly, Wattie’s 

stepsisters, Alice and Grace, had not been awarded any pension at the time.  Article and photo of 

Wattie from The Ballarat Courier; courtesy of Amanda Taylor of Ballarat. 



 

 

210 TROOPER William Hamilton WEIR 

William (Bill) Weir hailed from the Stratford district in Victoria, he described himself as a 34 year 

old farmer when he enlisted on 19 August 1914.  Still single Weir declared that he had seen service 

with one of the Victorian contingents, as well he had some nine years of militia service under his belt. 

The photo right shows 

four men from 2nd 

Victorian Contingent, 

probably just prior to 

sailing the men are 

wearing the uniforms 

and puttees mentioned.  

The men are; standing 

(left to right) Private 

William Weir 

(regimental number 

307) and Private James 

(Jim) Tweedie 

(regimental number 

287), sitting are (left) 

Private James Beecher 

(regimental number 

290) and Private 

William Cochrane 

(regimental number 

309). 

The photo describes all 

four as being Stratford 

Members of the 

contingent, indicating 

Jim was still living in 

that area at the time of 

the Boer War.  The 

photo comes from the 

collection of the 

Stratford and District 

Historical Society, 

courtesy Linda Barraclough. 

On 12 January 1900 the 2nd Victorian (Mounted Rifles) Contingent had moved to the pier and 

proceeded to load 307 horses on to the SS Euryalus, the route to the ship from the Flemington Camp 

was lined with large crowds giving the men a rousing farewell.  Colonel Price insisted that the horses 

be walked onto the ship, rather than the usual practice of using a sling, to the surprise of the pier 

master the loading went smoothly and all the horse were aboard within two hours. 



 

 

The Euryalus reached Cape Town on 5 February 1900, many of the horses were ill, but only three 

had died during the voyage, unfortunately four more horses died on the wharf that night when 

stampeding cattle got amongst the mounts. 

The following day the contingent moved to the ‘Maitland Camp’, here equipment and stores were 

checked and the men were re-equipped ready for the journey north and the campaigns ahead.  On 12 

February the contingent entrained to join General Clements Force.  However during the journey 

Colonel Price received orders to get men off the train earlier and to hold the Hanover Road, between 

De Aar and Naauwpoort, as the Boers were threatening Clements left rear, the 2nd Victorians took up 

defensive positions to hold the road. 

On 20 February the Boers attacked from all sides, Clements forces being almost totally surrounded, 

however the Boers were beaten off.  That same day Clements’ brought up the 2nd Victorian contingent 

and some extra artillery.  The 2nd Victorians were ordered to hold positions at Elandsfontein, ten miles 

west of Arundel.  General Clements now took the initiative and endeavoured to regain some of the 

lost ground. 

During the 22nd, 23rd and 24th of February the British Forces, including both Victorian contingents 

(the 1st and 2nd) were engaged in the fighting.  On 27 February it was observed that the Boer forces 

were weakening and they were forced to reinforce other districts, as a result Rensburg was seized.  

The following day Colesberg was occupied by the Australians, here the 1st and 2nd Victorian 

contingents had their first opportunity of meeting.  Back in Victoria the 3rd Victorian (Bushmen’s) 

Contingent was preparing to sail for south Africa, the 4th Contingent, which included Private John 

Anderson Tweedie was coming together. 

During the first few days of March there was much skirmishing and scouting in all directions.  

Generally 100 of the Victorian Mounted Rifles men were part of an Advance Guard, part of a force 

that included a squadron of Inniskilling Dragoons, a squadron of West Australians and a company of 

Regular Mounted Infantry, as well as artillery support.  On 5 March the 2nd Victorians moved out to 

Reitfontein, where it joined a Tasmanian contingent. 

Clements now moved his force to Norvals Pont, where a railway bridge crossed the Orange River.  

The Boers fired upon a party as it approached the river, artillery 

was brought up and the north bank was cleared of the enemy.  A 

pontoon bridge was built as the railway bridge had been 

destroyed. 

On 16 March the force advanced northwards, for the march 

towards Bloemfontein Clements divided his force into three 

columns.  The 2nd Victorians, under Colonel Tom Price (shown 

left), led the advance of the main column, the West Australians 

and South Australians were in the right column, and the 

remainder of the Australian Regiment, including the 1st 

Victorians, were in the left column.  The columns advanced via 

Philippolis, Jagersfontein, Fauresmith and Petersburg to 

Bloemfontein, which was entered on 4 April. 



 

 

Following Bloemfontein the Victorian Mounted Rifles were put into Colonel Henry’s Mounted 

Infantry.  This force worked as a screen and scouts in support of Lord Roberts Force that was 

advancing towards Pretoria, the Victorians (both contingents) saw their fair share of action during the 

advance.  Henry’s force saw heavy fighting at and immediately after crossing the Vaal and also on 

the outskirts of Pretoria. 

After Pretoria the Victorian Mounted Rifles were employed on the outpost line to the east and 

northeast of the capital.  The Victorians were present at the battle of Diamond Hill on 11-12 June.  

During the first half of July the two Victorian contingents were often engaged and suffered heavy 

losses, the harsh conditions took a toll on both men and their mounts.  Henry’s Mounted Infantry 

continued to advance with Lord Roberts Force as it advanced along the Delagoa Railway, firstly to 

Middelburg, which was taken on 27 July.  The mounted forces (including the Victorians) saw fighting 

near Balmoral and in the neighbourhood of Belfast. 

Henry’s force were the only mounted troops utilised during the last stage of the ‘great eastern 

movement’ – that is the advance between 9-24 September, when the force, including the Victorian 

Mounted Rifles entered Kometi Poort.  Here a great deal of rolling stock (rail), provisions and war 

stores were found. 

On 3 December 28 men of the Victorian Mounted Rifles (2nd Contingent) were part of an escort on a 

convoy which was attacked on the Rustenburg Road.  Lord Roberts in a telegram of 6 December 

made mention that “The escort took up positions on some kopjes [small hills], and fought with great 

gallantry.”  The Boers succeeded in burning one wagon, but because of the escort’s aggressive 

defence the other wagon was saved.   

During the middle of January 1901 a party of 2nd Victorians under Captain Umphelby, made a good 

capture of cattle from the enemy near Rustenburg.  A detachment also took part in a savage 

engagement at Middelfontein on 24 January.  The 2nd Victorians continued to operate in the districts 

west of Pretoria. 

The 1st and 2nd Victorian Contingents began returning to Australia in November 1900 (mainly the 1st 

contingent) it was not until 31 March 1901 that Captain Kirkby and the last elements of the 2nd 

Victorian (Mounted Rifles) Contingent sailed for Victoria. The Stratford volunteers all received 

rousing receptions when they returned to their home town. 

One of the first to enlist in August 1914 in 

Victoria, Trooper Bill Weir was allotted to 

A Squadron with the 4th Light Horse 

Regiment, which came together at the 

Broadmeadows camp in Victoria.  Jim 

Tweedie, (standing next the Bill in the Boer 

war photo) also enlisted early, he would go 

on to serve as a MMP with a Brigade and 

later Divisional Headquarters.  



 

 

The 4th Regiment was raised 

wholly in Victoria and was 

ready to sail by the end of 

September, the regiment’s 

initial embarkation was 

postponed and it was not 

until 20 October that the 

regiment sailed, the bulk of 

the regiment was aboard the 

Wiltshire (shown right).  

  

A small party from the 

regiment sailed aboard the 

Anglo Egyptian.  There was 

great excitement as the 

HMAS Sydney left the convoy to engage the raider Emden near the Cocos Islands, even greater 

excitement when news spread that the raider had been sunk. 

 

The Wiltshire arrived at Alexandria in early December, the voyage had taken a toll on the regiment’s 

horses, about 3% of the mounts dying during the voyage.  

 

Upon its arrival in Egypt the 4th Light Horse Regiment marched into the Mena Camp, as part of the 

1st Australian Infantry Division.  The 4th Regiment did not form part of a Light Horse Brigade (three 

regiments formed a LH Brigade), it was a Divisional Regiment and as such was responsible to the 

Headquarters of the Division. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Brigade had been formed at the same time as the 4th Regiment was raised in 

Australia, it consisted of the 1st Light Horse Regiment (NSW), the 2nd Regiment (QLD) and the 3rd 

Regiment (SA and Tasmania).  The 1st Light Horse Brigade was camped at Maadi on the southern 

edge of Cairo and had no contact or training with the 4th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

With the Infantry called upon to fight on Gallipoli the 4th regiment, like the other Light Horse 

Regiments were forced to wait.  Although being part of the Division the Machine Gun Section and C 

Squadron had in fact been ready to deploy with the 1st Division and were only turned around and left 

at Alexandria at the last minute.  Finally in mid-May the Light horse were called upon to fight 

dismounted on the peninsula. 

 

The Machine Gun Section of the 4th Regiment was the first to land, doing so on 16 May 1915.  A 

Squadron landed on 21 May, moving into trenches on 23 May.  The remainder of the regiment landed 

on 24 May, moving initially into reserve positions.  For the next few weeks the regiment was broken 

up and sent to various positions to give tired infantry units’ a well-deserved rest. 

 

On 11 June the entire regiment moved into reserve.  The Machine Gun Section continued to operate 

independently from the regiment, relieving were needed.  The remainder of the regiment moved into 

positions in the Southern Sector towards the end of June. 

 

On 8 July 1915 the 4th Regiment, less the Machine Gun Section, was attached to the 2nd Light Horse 

Brigade, where the regiment held the reserve.  On 18 July the 4th Regiment (less Machine Guns) 

occupied positions at Ryrie’s Post. 

 

 



 

 

It was at Ryrie’s Post that Bill Weir was wounded, it appears that for the first few days of August that 

the regiment mounted several ‘demonstrations’ to deliberately draw the enemy fire and convince the 

Turks (incorrectly) that an attack was imminent in that sector.  Bill Weir suffered shrapnel wounds 

on 5 August, most probably as a result of retaliatory fire during one of the demonstrations.  Bill was 

evacuated to Malta aboard the hospital ship Devanha, he was admitted to the Cottonera Hospital, one 

of the wards is shown below. 

Bill Weir remained at Malta 

for a little over a month, he 

was then transferred to 

England where he was 

admitted to the Military 

Hospital at Bethnal Green in 

London on 9 September.  Bill 

remained in the U.K. up until 

25 march 1916, when he 

returned to duty in Egypt.  

Bill was probably still at a 

depot in Egypt awaiting a 

return to a unit when a call for military police went out.  Trooper Weir was formally taken on strength 

by the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia on 3 April 1916, with his transfer Bill was promoted to lance 

corporal. 

 

The photo confirms that rank, it was probably taken midway through their training.  All of the men 

shown were part of the Mounted section and all appear to have remained in Egypt to serve.  Lance 

Weir was attached for duty with the Anzac Mounted Division on 2 October 1916. 

Bill became part of Lieutenant Martin’s ‘Fighting Troop’, while attached to the 1st Light Horse 

regiment in early December 1916 Weir was charged with ‘whilst on active service absenting himself 

from the lines’.  As a result Bill lost his stripe, reverting to trooper.  



 

 

Staying out of trouble during the first half of 1917, Bill was at 

the Moascar Detachment when he ran afoul of his OC, 

Lieutenant Lawrence.  On 14 August he was charged with 

‘conduct to the prejudice of good order and military 

discipline’, Bill was admonished on the charge (guilty- no 

punishment).  

However on 21 August he was again in trouble and was 

charged with ‘leaving his Guard without orders.’  At this time 

he appears to have been on duty at the F P (Field Punishment) 

Compound.  Court-Martialled he was found not guilty of this 

offence.  

In December 1917 Weir was transferred to the Port Said 

Detachment for duty.  Bill appears to have spent much of 1918 

at Port Tewfik and Suez, occasionally returning to Moascar as 

required.  Lieutenant Lawrence commanded the smaller 

detachments from Moascar, generally Port Said had a sergeant 

and 16 men, Suez had a sergeant and 12 men.   

In June 1918 he was once again in trouble at Moascar (with 

being absent) once again he was admonished.  In early July Bill 

was sent to Kantara on duty, his early enlistment also saw him 

become eligible for an early return to Australia (Kantara was 

becoming a major port for returning troops to Australia). 

Shown as El Qantara on the map, Kantara was about halfway 

between Port Said and Ismailia, it was also the railhead for the 

railway from Romani and the forward areas. 

Bill Weir was given a passage home to Australia aboard the 

Port Darwin (shown below) departing from Suez on 15 

November 1918.  Bill Weir was discharged from the AIF on 

22 February 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

967 CORPORAL Thomas WHEATLEY 

 
Thomas Wheatley described himself as an ‘ex-Trooper’ when he fronted to 

enlist at Perth on 18 September 1915, his trade was later changed to read as 

Horse Driver.  Thomas informed the recruiting clerk that he was born in 

Ireland and had spent some 31 years in the Royal Irish Constabulary Troop, 

retiring when he immigrated to Australia. 

 

At just over 50 years of age (or so he stated) Thomas was on the limit of the 

age to join the AIF, he also stated he was married, his wife Mary gave an 

address of Emerald Hill Terrace, Perth while her husband was overseas.  It 

was to be his equine experience that would deem him suitable to join the 

specially formed Remount Unit that was being rapidly formed to look after 

the mounts of the Light Horse (and other units) as they fought dismounted on Gallipoli.   

 

Thomas joined the 1st Remount Unit at the Guilford Camp, becoming part of the 4th Squadron. 

Squadrons for the 1st Remounts were drawn from Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and South 

Australia. Each of the squadrons contained 40 Rough Riders, all young men specially selected for 

their horsemanship. 

The bulk of the unit came together at Maribyrnong in Victoria. Here the equipment needed for the 

unit was sourced and the men continued their military service.   

The 1st Remount Unit 

embarked from the port of 

Melbourne aboard the 

Orsova on 12 November 

1915. Also aboard were 

two squadrons of the 2nd 

Remount Unit 

(presumably raised in 

N.S.W. and Queensland). 

The Orsova reached 

Fremantle on 18 

November and it was here 

that Lieutenants Watts and 

Blake joined the unit. 

 

The voyage to Egypt was without incident. As well as the Remount troops, there were also some 

artillery and service corps men, and a large number of Australian Nursing sisters aboard. The Orsova 

coaled up at Aden, and arrived at Suez on 8 December 1915, arriving in Egypt just before Christmas. 

Sid Cusack (from WA) in ‘The Sunday Times’ described the unit’s voyage and some of its 

personalities:  

“It is now nearly two months since the remounts shook the dust of W.A. from off their 

number nines. We have done some travelling in the time, but ere this letter reaches 

Australia we will probably be settled down to work. So far it has been a huge holiday, 

and most of us will be glad to get properly into harness. The trip so far has been grand, 



 

 

the weather a trifle warm during the day, but delightfully cool in the evenings, while 

the treatment and accommodation of troops on ship board have been superb. So good, 

in fact, that one cannot help thinking that either the remounts have been exceptionally 

lucky or those who have sent back complaints to Australia have allowed their 

imagination to get the better of them. We have plenty of room for exercise, ditto food, 

and all of it well cooked. In fact, it is superior to anything we had in camp either in 

the West or in Victoria. Sports and concerts are held every afternoon and evening, and 

the talent is surprising. A lot of the singers would do credit to any concert platform. 

The W.A.’s and Tasmanians are one squadron – D – under the command of Captain 

Boyes, with Lieut’s Watts and Blake, two Westralians, as his officers. The choice of 

officers is a happy one, particularly as regards Lieut Watts, who, known throughout 

the West as an accomplished horseman, has all the confidence of the men. Besides, he 

is known personally to so many that it is like being with an old friend. He is going to 

make good. We help to make up the first unit under Colonel McLeich, of Victoria, who 

seems a very capable man, who has seen service in Africa. Our sergeant-major is an 

ex-Indian soldier named Lewis, who of late years has been residing in the Denmark 

district near Albany. The sergeants comprise a well-known resident of Katanning 

named Jack Blythe, Harry Staber, who was attached to the staff of the railway goods 

shed in Perth, and Reg Paget of the Permanent Remount Depot at Guilford. The 

corporals are Ottey, at one time in the police at Perth and Peak Hill, and Wilson, an 

old Indian soldier, while the lance-corporals are Baxter, one of the permanent 

remount men from Guilford; McDermott, a well-known Toodyay identity, and Gasnor. 

They are all shaping well, though our sergeant-major’s strict adherence to the 

Imperial or Indian ideas of issuing orders and enforcing discipline hits home hard on 

the majority. However, probably the men will get used to him ere long, or perhaps, he 

will soon learn that a more mild manner will enhance his popularity. He is I believe, 

a good fellow at heart, and only needs to get used to the ways of the Australian. 

We are a mixed lot. In the ranks you will find the wealthy squatter or a farmer, the 

miner, the clerk and the navvy, all as happy as Larry, and they are as good a lot of 

men as you will find anywhere. We have been called ‘the old men and cripples 

brigade’, but when we are wanted it will be found that all of us who were either too 

old or had some defect which precluded us from joining the fighting forces will more 

than hold our end up.   

The 1st Remount Unit disembarked on 9 December and entrained to Zeitoun where they camped. The 

total strength of the unit was only just short of 800 men. On 14 December the unit took charge of 198 

artillery horses; these were the first horses handled by the unit. 

It was found upon arriving in Egypt that the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula was beginning; 

consequently, the original work intended for the unit would not to be required. British authorities 

decided to utilise the unit and it was placed under the command of Brigadier-General C.L. Bates, 

C.M.G., D.S.O., Director of Remounts, and of all Remount Depots in Egypt.  

On Christmas Eve the unit was handed its first draft of horses – 356 all up. On 28 December the unit 

moved out from Zeitoun and marched to Maadi, where a depot was established. That march was some 

16 miles, with only six men falling out. Headquarters and the two squadrons of the 2nd Remount Unit 

were luckier; they reached Maadi the same day aboard a train. 



 

 

On 29 December the 

unit was tasked with 

moving 716 mules 

from the Abbassia 

Remount Depot across 

to the Maadi Remount 

Depot. Some 60 men 

were sent to Abbassia 

to herd the mules. The 

path taken by the 

mules passed through 

historic land, including 

through the Tombs of 

the Khallifs, between 

the famous Citadel and 

Blue Mosque, and 

through the Dead City 

onto open desert. The 

mules were of some 

annoyance to the 

locals, as some strayed 

into enclosures and 

some into graveyards 

along the way. 

 

 

In early March 1916 with Light Horse reunited with their mounts, it was proposed to reduce the 

strength of the Australian Remount Depot by half, which was to be done by forming one unit from 

both the 1st and 2nd Australian Remount Units. It was intended to give the officers, N.C.O.s and men 

not required for the new unit the opportunity to join other corps if medically fit. Those that were unfit 

were to return to Australia. 

On 6 March 1916 applications for transfer were called for. It was not until 27 March that the formation 

of the new remount unit occurred. The procedure was as simple as halving the units, with the 

exception of both unit’s rough riders, who were all retained. 

Thomas Wheatley put in a request to join the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps, two of the 

remount’s officers’, Lieutenant Adams and Watts, were seconded for duty with the corps.  Lance 

Corporal Wheatley was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps on 5 April 1916, the bulk of 

the men were taken on strength on 3 April.  Not surprisingly Wheatley was allotted to the Mounted 

Section, which during training was known as A Squadron.   

The photo below is dated 6 September 1916, but was probably taken towards the beginning of the 

training which was also located at Abbassia, Thomas’ age is apparent.  When the bulk of training had 

ceased towards the end of July the corps maintained a detachment at Abbassia, Thomas appears to 

have remained with that detachment.  

 



 

 

 

In mid-November 1916 Thomas was promoted to corporal (acting).  Corporal Wheatley remained 

with the Egyptian Section throughout the remainder of 1916 and all of 1917.  A note on Thomas’ file 

for February 1917 records an admission to a hospital at Port Said, indicating Corporal Wheatley was 

probably posted to the Port Said detachment at the time. 

Towards the end of 

1917 Thomas was 

earmarked for a return 

to Australia, he was 

now 53 years of age.  

Corporal Wheatley 

returned to Australia 

aboard the Tofua, 

departing Suez on 29 

December 1917, 

officially Thomas 

was on ‘Nursing and 

Messing Duties’ for 

the voyage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An unofficial badge adopted for a time by the 1st Australian Remount Unit. 



 

 

942 CORPORAL Sydney Anderson WILSON 

 

Sydney Wilson was born at Middlesex in the U.K., despite stating his trade as being a boiler maker 

Sid had obviously spent much of his adult life in the British Army.  When Wilson chose to join up he 

was 46 years of age and was living with his wife Ellen in Claremont, WA. 

 

Wilson stated that with the British Army he had spent 7 years in India and also 2 

years in South Africa (Boer War) his service had been in the 16th Lancers and the 

Scottish Horse.  At least part of Sid’s service 8 years in the Scottish Horse had been 

spent as a SSM (Squadron Sergeant Major), the Scottish Horse had been formed in 

South Africa and had a large number of Australians within the unit.  

 

Sid Wilson was living in Western Australia when the Great War broke out, he 

stepped forward to enlist on 16 September 1915, specifically joining a Remount Unit which allowed 

older men with military and equine skills to join.  Sid (like Thomas Wheatley) became part of the 4th 

Squadron of the 1st Remount Unit. 

 

Sid and Thomas both joined the 1st Remount Unit at the Guilford Camp. Squadrons for the 1st 

Remounts were drawn from Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and South Australia. Each of the 

squadrons contained 40 Rough Riders, all young men specially selected for their horsemanship.  Not 

surprisingly with his experience Sid was quickly promoted to corporal. 

The bulk of the unit came 

together at Maribyrnong in 

Victoria. Here the equipment 

needed for the unit was sourced 

and the men continued their 

military service. The 1st 

Remount Unit embarked from 

the port of Melbourne aboard 

the Orsova on 12 November 

1915. Also aboard were two 

squadrons of the 2nd Remount 

Unit (presumably raised in 

N.S.W. and Queensland). The 

Orsova reached Fremantle on 18 

November and it was here that 

Lieutenants Watts and Blake joined the unit. 

The voyage to Egypt was without incident. As well as the Remount troops, there were also some 

artillery and service corps men, and a large number of Australian Nursing sisters aboard. The Orsova 

coaled up at Aden, and arrived at Suez on 8 December 1915, arriving in Egypt just before Christmas.  

The 1st Remount Unit disembarked on 9 December and entrained to Zeitoun where they camped. The 

total strength of the unit was only just short of 800 men. On 14 December the unit took charge of 198 

artillery horses; these were the first horses handled by the unit. 

It was found upon arriving in Egypt that the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula was beginning; 

consequently, the original work intended for the unit would not to be required. British authorities 

decided to utilise the unit and it was placed under the command of Brigadier-General C.L. Bates, 

C.M.G., D.S.O., Director of Remounts, and of all Remount Depots in Egypt.  



 

 

On Christmas Eve the unit was handed its first draft of horses – 356 all up. On 28 December the unit 

moved out from Zeitoun and marched to Maadi, where a depot was established. That march was some 

16 miles, with only six men falling out. Headquarters and the two squadrons of the 2nd Remount Unit 

were luckier; they reached Maadi the same day aboard a train 

On 29 December the unit was tasked with moving 716 mules from the Abbassia Remount Depot 

across to the Maadi Remount Depot. Some 60 men were sent to Abbassia to herd the mules. The path 

taken by the mules passed through historic land, including through the Tombs of the Khallifs, between 

the famous Citadel and Blue Mosque, and through the Dead City onto open desert. The mules were 

of some annoyance to the locals, as some strayed into enclosures and some into graveyards along the 

way. 

In early March 1916 it was proposed to reduce the strength of 

the Australian Remount Depot by half, which was to be done 

by forming one unit from both the 1st and 2nd Australian 

Remount Units. It was intended to give the officers, N.C.O.s 

and men not required for the new unit the opportunity to join 

other corps if medically fit. Those that were unfit were to return 

to Australia. 

On 6 March 1916 applications for transfer were called for. It 

was not until 27 March that the formation of the unit occurred. 

The procedure was as simple as halving the units, with the 

exception of both unit’s rough riders, who were all retained. 

Sid, like Thomas Wheatley 

applied to join the Anzac 

Provost Corps, he was 

accepted and began his 

training and assessment (as 

to his suitability) at Abbassia 

on 3 April 1916.  In the photo 

Sid is described as holding 

the rank of corporal.  Sid 

Wilson is standing in front of 

Thomas Wheatley, the photo 

is probably from several 

weeks into their training.  

Corporal Sid Wilson only 

remained (initially) with the 

Anzac Provost Corps for a 

little over four months, he 

had been part of the mounted 

section and remained in 

Egypt.  No reason is given, 

but on 26 August 1916 he 

opted to re-join the 

Australian Remounts Unit.  

Sid was sent to the Details 

Camp at Moascar as he 

applied for a transfer. 



 

 

 

However Sid was still at Moascar when around a month later he was attached for duty to the Provost 

Detachment at Port Said.  Technically Wilson was still posted to the Details Camp, in mid-October 

1916 Sid returned to the details Camp at Moascar.   

 

On 9 November Sid was posted to the Australian Remount Depot at Heliopolis.  Only five days before 

his transfer Sid had been severely reprimanded for being drunk. 

 

In April 1917 Corporal Wilson transferred to France, after a short time at a base depot Sid was posted 

to the Australian Veterinary Hospital which was located at Calais, on the French Coast.  On 27 April 

Sid was formally taken on strength by the veterinary hospital. 

 

 

In late July Sid became eligible for two weeks leave, which he took in the UK.  Sid remained posted 

to the Veterinary Hospital for the remainder of 1917.  The photo above shows the entrance to the unit, 

the photo below shows horses being readied for dipping through a plunge bath. 

 



 

 

 
 

However that was not to be the end of Sid’s association with the Australian Provost Corps (as it was 

now known).  In early January 1918 Sid was detached to the provost corps in England, on 6 January 

he was promoted to sergeant (acting) and took up duty with the London Detachment.   

 

Towards the end of May Sid marched out to Admin Headquarters London, with a view to returning 

to the Veterinary Corps.  On 4 June 1918 Sid marched into No 3 Camp at Parkhouse, here he was 

boarded (medically) and was ruled as ‘Permanently Unfit General service’ and ‘Temporarily Unfit 

Home service’ he also reverted back to his substantive rank of corporal. 

 

On 13 July Sid marched into a Weymouth depot as he awaited a passage back to Australia.  On 10 

September 1918 he began his return to Australia aboard the Runic, Sid Wilson was discharged from 

the AIF at Perth on 4 December 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

The following Officers and men were men whose portraits 

appeared in The Queenslander newspaper during the war 

years, these men started their time in the military police at 

Abbassia.  Some remained military policemen, others 

returned to their original units or moved on to other corps. 

 
LIEUTENANT Kenneth Ford McLENNAN 

 

Kenneth McLennan was 29 years of age when he applied for a commission in the AIF on 15 March 

1915.  McLennan hailed from Brisbane and had spent some 15 months with the 15th Light Horse 

(militia) in Queensland; as well he had spent time in the school cadets in his early years.  Ken was 

still single when he enlisted. 

 

Granted a commission, 2nd Lieutenant McLennan sailed with A Squadron in the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment, the regiment departed from Brisbane aboard the troopship Medic on 2 June 1915.  Upon 

its arrival in Egypt it was decided to temporarily split the regiment to help re-enforce the light horse 

regiments already serving on Anzac Cove, A Squadron 11th Light Horse Regiment for the time being 

became D Squadron in the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  

 

The photo below is almost undoubtedly Kenneth and is simply mislabelled, the photo is from The 

Queenslander dated July 1915, and it shows some of the officers from the 11th Light Horse Regiment 

prior to embarkation. 

 

 

That is confirmed on McLennan’s file which shows he was transferred to the 2nd Light Horse 

Regiment on 31 August 1915.  McLennan then remained on the Gallipoli peninsula until the final 

evacuation, his file shows his squadron returning to Alexandria on 26 December. 

 

Mac (as he was known to his fellow officers) remained posted to the 2nd Light Horse up until 25 

Februray1916, when the 11th Light Horse Regiment was re-established at Heliopolis.  A week later 

McLennan’s promotion to lieutenant was confirmed (from 2nd Lieutenant). 

 

At some stage shortly thereafter, McLennan was attached for duty with the Cairo Town Piquet, 

presumably he had his own squadron (A Squadron) or at least a portion of it for duty with the piquet.  

Upon his return from duty in Cairo on 10 May the 11th Regiment was camped at Tel-el-Kebir, upon 

re-joining the regiment he was transferred from A Squadron to C Squadron.  



 

 

McLennan must have performed well with the Cairo Piquet, only four days after his return to his 

regiment he was seconded to the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  Mac appears to have been sent 

to Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo; here the new corps had established a training camp to teach 

the men about their upcoming roles as military policemen.  In late June Mac was briefly admitted to 

hospital suffering mouth ulcers.  

 

Lieutenant McLennan was part of the 

contingent sent to England aboard 

the Tunisian (shown right) on 3 

August 1916.  This group of officers 

and men helped set up the presence 

of Australian Military Police at 

Bhurtpore barracks at Tidworth, this 

was a logical location for the military 

policemen as the training camps on 

the  Salisbury Plains started to swell 

with Australian troops.  

 

A large detachment of Australian Garrison Military Police was still based at London (and would 

remain so); these men were more akin to the camp and depot police in Australia.  Tidworth would 

now also become the focal point for military police activities and training for the corps in the U.K., 

by late in the war there was little difference between the men posted at Tidworth or London. 

 

It was only a little over a month after his arrival in England that McLennan was 

earmarked to take up duty with a Divisional MMP unit in France.  McLennan was 

attached to the 4th Division’s MMP, he joined the unit on 19 September 1916, several of the men who 

had trained at Abbassia and had moved to Tidworth also joined the 4th Division MMP at that time. 

 

McLennan was posted as the APM Learner for the 4th Division; he would have also performed the 

duties of being the TCO (Traffic Control Officer) this duty he appears to have shared with Lieutenant 

Slack at certain times. McLennan’s APM at that time was Captain Walter Kensett. 

 

On 1 January 1917 Lieutenant McLennan was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps from 

the 11th Light Horse Regiment.  On 12 February McLennan for transferred for duty with the 1st 

ANZAC Headquarters MMP; he remained there until mid-March 1917, when he was detached for 

duty with the APM at Le Havre.  (1st ANZAC Headquarters MMP detachment also acted as a 

distribution point for military policemen and officers coming and going to the various Divisions’ 

MMP units) 

 

Mac remained at Le Havre until early May, on 3 May he returned for a Court Martial (to give 

evidence?) at the front with the 4th Division.  McLennan then remained with the 4th Division as acting 

APM. Lieutenant McLennan remained with the 4th Division until 19 May when he was detached to 

Albert (as APM?).  Towards the end of May Mac became entitled to leave in the U.K. and upon 

completion of his leave he was to remain in England, marching into Tidworth, not return to France.  

 

On 1 June 1917 McLennan was appointed as APM at Codford, he held this role until the end of 

November.  The Codford detachment numbered some twenty five men. 

 

Towards the end of November 1917 it appears that Mac chose to return to a Light Horse unit, he was 

sent to the depot at Le Havre (back in France) and on 30 November 1917 was taken on strength by 

the 2ndAnzac Mounted Regiment from the Anzac Provost Corps.  The 2nd ANZAC Mounted Regiment 



 

 

consisted of three squadrons from the 4th Light Horse Regiment and a squadron of the Otago Mounted 

Rifles. 

 

McLennan would only spend a few weeks with the 2nd Anzac Mounted Regiment; on 19 December 

he was admitted to a hospital suffering from an attack of mumps.  It was not until 18 January 1918 

that Mac was transferred to a depot, ready to resume duty. 

 

Lieutenant McLennan organised for his discharge from the AIF in order to take up a commission as 

a sub-lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve in the U.K.  McLennan’s commission in the 

AIF was terminated on 21 January 1918; presumably he immediately took up duties with the Royal 

Navy. 

 

As a result of leaving the AIF, no details of his naval service are recorded on his file, he did return to 

Brisbane to live after the war.  McLennan’s widow, May would claim his Gallipoli Medallion in 

1967. 

 

 

LIEUTENANT Arthur Clinton MORGAN 
 

Arthur Morgan was born in Warwick in 1881; he was the eldest son of Sir Arthur Morgan and lived 

the greater part of his life in Warwick.  Arthur was educated at the local State School and commenced 

a career as a journalist in Warwick, most probably with The Argus, but possibly with the Warwick 

Examiner and Times, (the Morgan family owned interests in the Argus up until March 1914), for a 

time he was an alderman with Warwick Council.  Arthur later went on to work on the Hansard of the 

State Parliament. 

 

Arthur’s Grandfather, James Morgan had bought the Warwick Argus in June 1868, and his fourth 

son, (Sir) Arthur worked for his father before eventually taking over the newspaper. Both father and 

son would also represent Warwick in the Legislative assembly for Queensland. Sir Arthur (shown 

below) and his wife, Alice had eight children, five sons and three daughters. 

 

Sir Arthur was active on the Warwick Council and had several 

stints as Mayor of the city, he then went on to become the 

member for Warwick at state level and was Premier of 

Queensland from September 1903 until January 1906. 

 

Arthur Clinton Morgan had quite extensive militia service in 

Queensland, beginning as far back as 1895 when he began 

serving with the 2nd QMI (Queensland Mounted Infantry). 

Arthur had earnt his commission within the militia (now 

designated as being Light Horse) in 1905. 

 

The article to the right comes from the from a 1907 article in 

the Warwick Examiner and Times, it details a militia exercise 

in which Morgan was participating, perhaps Arthur himself 

penned the article, although his part in the attempted seizing of 

“Allora” seems to have been quite disappointing?  



 

 

The photo below is from approximately 1909 and shows a militia exercise around Tambourine, 

perhaps Morgan’s camp and equipment was similar? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1907 was also the year that he married Eileen Hobbs in December, Nylita (Billie) was born twelve 

months later, Arthur was born in September 1910 and possibly another son (Ivan?) in August 1915. 

Apparently Arthur had been in England on business for some time as the Great War began and it was 

upon his return to Queensland that he enlisted in December 1914, Arthur also sought a commission 

in the AIF, he was 33 years of age, despite being married, Arthur gave his father as his next of kin; 

he became a 2nd lieutenant and took charge of the 1st re-enforcements for the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment, most probably at the Enoggera Camp.  The 11th Light Horse Regiment had begun forming 

at Enoggera in late March 1915, the regiment had then moved to the Fraser’s Paddock Camp on the 

outskirts of Brisbane where it continued to train. 

  

 



 

 

The bulk of 2nd Lieutenant Morgan’s draft (some 37 men) ended up 

actually sailing with the 11th Light Horse Regiment (less B 

Squadron) aboard the Medic on 2 June 1915.  The 6th re-

enforcements for the 2nd Light Horse Regiment and details for the 

ASC (service corps) and AMC (medial corps) were also aboard the 

Medic. 

 

The Medic docked at Aden on 10 July, here the men were allowed 

ashore, the troopship remained at Aden for eight days.  The Medic 

resumed its voyage on 18 July and arrived at Suez on 22 July, but 

it was not until three days later that the men were allowed to 

disembark; the men (and presumably Morgan’s men) were then 

entrained to Cairo.  The 11th Light Horse B Squadron and the 

remainder of Morgan’s draft (some 15 men) had sailed aboard the 

Borda, a few days after the Medic. The Borda had also arrived at 

Suez on the same day as the Medic, its men had disembarked on 23 

July and entrained to Cairo, actually beating the bulk of the 11th 

Regiment to Cairo by several days. 

 

                                 Medic                                                                            Borda 

Morgan’s men didn’t join the regiment straight away; they still had a few weeks training to go.  The 

11th Light Horse Regiment War Diary on 25 August 1915 records ’39 of the 1st reinforcements’ being 

absorbed at the Regiment’s Heliopolis Camp on the outskirts of Cairo.  2nd Lieutenant Morgan 

presumably was with his men and also joined his regiment.  

 

Although Arthur and his draft of men had only spent a relatively short time in Egypt, Arthur wrote to 

a friend; “Cairo, August 24.  We leave for the Gallipoli front in the morning.  We are all tired of our 

stay in the desert-cursed, sun scorched land, and the attractions of Cairo have paled.  The camp 

cheered to the echo when orders came to move out.  Now everything is bustle and hurry preparing 

for to-morrow’s entertainment.”  

 

On the same day that Morgan and his draft joined the 11th Regiment, the regiment embarked from 

Alexandria bound for Mudros on 25 August 1915, the regiment arrived on Mudros three days later.  

The regiment then changed ships in Mudros Harbour and continued on to ANZAC on 29 August, 

upon their landing on the peninsula the regiment moved into Reserve Gully to await further orders. 



 

 

It was decided to split the 11th Regiment amongst the Light Horse Regiments already on the peninsula.  

A Squadron and the Machine Gun Section were to be absorbed into the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  B 

Squadron (to which Morgan had been allotted) was to join the 5th Light Horse Regiment and C 

Squadron was to be absorbed into the 9th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

Orders were given that the 11th 

Regiment were to serve 

together as an extra squadron 

to the regiments they were 

joining, therefore retaining 

their own identity.  B 

Squadron 11th Light Horse 

became known as D Squadron, 

5th Light Horse while on the 

peninsula, the 5th Regiment 

was holding a southern section 

near Anzac Cove, the 

regiments’ main position was 

known as Chatham’s Post.  

   

Arthur was evacuated due to 

ill-health on 30 October 1915 

officially diagnosed as being 

‘rheumatism’.  Morgan 

received his initial treatment at Gibraltar, before being transferred to England in November, while 

receiving treatment he was formally promoted to lieutenant. 

 

Morgan was admitted to the Military Hospital at Davenport on 25 November 1915.  Arthur remained 

in England up until early February 1916, his name appears on a list of officers returning to Egypt 

(17th Draft) from the Weymouth Depot on 3 February. 

 

On 14 February 1916 Lieutenant Morgan was taken back on strength by the 5th Light Horse Regiment 

at Maadi. A week later Morgan was transferred to Heliopolis in order to join his original unit, the 11th 

Light Horse Regiment.  On 20 March 1916 Lieutenant Morgan was detached for duty with the 4 th 

Australian Infantry Division at Ghezireh.  From Ghezireh Arthur marched into a General Base Depot 

at Tel-el-Kebir on 26 April. 

 

Lieutenant Morgan was 

transferred to Moascar on 1 July 

1916 and six days later was 

seconded for duty with the 

fledgling Anzac Provost Corps at 

Abbassia (shown left).  Abbassia 

was where the corps had formed in 

early April 1916, here both officers 

and men were trained and assessed 

as to their suitably to be military 

policemen and the officers as to 

their suitability to become TCO’s 

(Traffic Control Officer) or APM’s 

(Assistant Provost Marshals). 



 

 

Morgan’s batman was Trooper Spence; he was also from the 11th Light Horse Regiment and was 

transferred to the provost corps, later serving on the Western Front.   

  

Morgan sailed for England aboard 

the Tunisian (shown right) on 3 

August 1916; this was as part of an 

Anzac Provost Corps contingent that 

was too establish the corps main 

depot in the U.K.  Initially the corps 

established itself at Parkhouse, but 

shortly thereafter re-established at a 

permanent base at Bhurtpore 

Barracks at Tidworth. 

 

It appears that Lieutenant Morgan ceased to be employed by the Anzac Provost Corps on 28 August 

1916; he resumed regimental duties in England for the next few months.  It was not until early 

November that Morgan returned to Egypt aboard the Minnewaska. 

 

The Minnewaska didn’t arrive at Alexandria until 24 November and from there Arthur was sent to 

the 3rd Light Horse training Regiment at Moascar.  Morgan rejoined the 11th Light Horse regiment at 

Serapeum on 15 December 1916, only then did he formally cease being seconded to the Anzac 

Provost Corps upon being re-absorbed by his unit (not that Arthur had been with the provost corps 

for over three months). 

 

Lieutenant Morgan only spent a little over a month back with the 11 th Light Horse.  On 30 January 

1917 he was granted three months ‘indulgence leave’ 

back to Australia, that leave was as a result of his 

father, Sir Arthur Morgan’s death, at his Paddington 

home back in Queensland on 20 December 1916.  

Arthur’s father was only 60 years of age when he 

died, leaving Alice and five sons and three daughters.  

On 15 February Arthur was sent back to a depot at 

Moascar and on the following was given a berth back 

to Brisbane aboard the troopship Shropshire. 

  

Arthur Morgan’s appointment with the AIF was 

terminated back in Brisbane on 15 May 1917, 

daughter Phyllis was born in December 1917.  After 

the war Arthur became an associate editor in 

Brisbane, living in Cleveland, he went on to edit the 

Graziers’ Review from 1921 up until 1927.   

 

In 1929 Arthur was elected as the ‘Nationalist’ 

member for Darling Downs, the electoral roll 

showing his residence at that time as Toowoomba but 

only held office until December 1931 when he was 

defeated by Littleton Groom. Arthur and Eileen then 

lived at Redcliffe, in later years the couple moved to 

Neutral bay in New South Wales.  Arthur Clinton 

Morgan died in 1957. 

 



 

 

706   TROOPER Jonathan Seymour EGGAR 
 

Jonathan Eggar was an unusual addition to the 4th Divisional 

MMP. When he joined the unit in June 1918 Eggar had 

already spent two years as a MMP, but in the Middle East 

theatre and had in fact risen to the rank of warrant officer. 

 

When he first enlisted in Queensland back in ____ 1915 he 

described himself as a 22 year old labourer.  Jonathan (shown 

left) became part of the 5th Light Horse Regiment; he sailed 

with his regiment aboard the first convoy to Egypt.  Jonathan 

spent nearly two months serving with his regiment on the 

Gallipoli peninsula before being evacuated due to ill-health 

(lumbago). 

 

Trooper Eggar didn’t re-join his regiment on Anzac Cove, 

instead remaining in Egypt at various depots.  In early April 

1916 he volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps, carrying 

out his training at Abbassia.  Eggar was promoted to the rank 

of sergeant at Abbassia, at the completion of his training 

Jonathan remained in the Middle East, he became part of a 

‘fighting troop’ that was under Lieutenant P. Martin’s 

command.  

 

The idea of the ‘fighting troop’, was exactly that, to give new members 

to the corps active service in a theatre of war, all volunteers to the corps 

were supposed to have had this, but in reality this hadn’t occurred.  The 

Egyptian Section of the corps remedied this by rotating the men through 

the troop, the troop would remain in place for few months.  Lieutenant 

Martin (shown right) and his senior NCO’s (including Eggar) all had 

Gallipoli experience and/or previous military service.   

 

Initially the fighting troop was attached to the 1st Light Horse Regiment 

and then later the 7th Light Horse Regiment; Lieutenant Martin retained command of his men.  It is 

hard to ascertain what the troop did while attached to both regiments, most probably a mixture of 

military police type duties as well as directly partaking in advances and fighting with the regiments.  

While the troop was with the 7th Regiment Eggar was promoted to SSM, becoming the troop’s 

Squadron Sergeant Major. 

 

However in August 1916 Eggar 

landed himself in trouble on several 

occasions, the worst of which was 

when he ‘under false pretences in 

that he on 22/8/16 entered the 3rd 

AGH Cairo (shown left) using his 

APC badge to gain admission on the 

pretence of duty.’ Eggar was 

severely reprimanded for the offence 

(perhaps he had abused his position 

in order to visit one of the nursing 

staff?) 

 



 

 

Throughout 1917 Jonathan spent quite a bit of time in and out of hospital, all of his stints due to minor 

ailments.  On the last occasion in 1917 when he returned to duty he did so at the Moascar Detachment, 

where he once again became a SSM.  Moascar was manned by MMP and was part of the mounted 

section of the corps, it was also the detachment that helped train new members to the corps in Egypt, 

the men were assessed while at the Moascar detachment before being detached elsewhere. 

  

 

Eggar’s file doesn’t indicate why he chose to do so, but in late February he was struck off the strength 

of the (now) Australian Provost Corps and was earmarked to join the 31st Battalion. (he had never 

had any affiliation with that battalion, but it was a Queensland unit)  At that time the 31st Battalion 

was with the other Australian Battalion’s on the Western Front, prior to joining that battalion Jonathan 

was expected to undergo training and conditioning at various depots in the U.K. 

 

No offences or charges are detailed in Eggar’s file that would account for his departure from the 

Provost Corps in Egypt; he reverted to the rank of private and was sent to England.  However in 

England he appears to have been given the opportunity to re-join the Australian Provost Corps (at 

Tidworth?), he remained at the base rank of trooper.  

 

In mid-June 1918 Trooper Eggar was sent to France where he was detached for duty 

with the 4th Division’s MMP.  Only days after his arrival at his new unit he was once 

again in hospital, he didn’t re-join the unit until 18 July.  However in early August he was once again 

sent to hospital, but on this occasion only for a week. 

 

Eggar was only back with the 4th Division MMP for five days when he was wounded by shrapnel fire 

on 16 August 1918.  Jonathan suffered shrapnel wounds to his head, shoulder, leg and hand; he 

received treatment at the 12th Field Ambulance and then remained in France for further treatment. 

Treated at Le Treport and then at Le Havre, it was not until two days after the armistice (11 

November) that he resumed duty back with the 4th Division. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Eggar began his return voyage to Queensland aboard the troopship Orca on 14 April 1919; 

he was discharged from the AIF on 11 June. 

 

 



 

 

343 TROOPER William Ernest HAMILTON 

 
William Hamilton hailed from Lismore.  William was 20 years of age and working as a butcher prior 

to joining up on 2 October 1914.  Hamilton served firstly with the 5th Light Horse Regiment and then 

the Anzac Provost Corps (Egyptian Section) as a trooper.  Towards the end of the war he rejoined the 

5th Light Horse. 

 

Being from the northern districts of New South Wales on 

enlistment William was sent to Brisbane, to the Enoggera Army 

Camp to do his training.  He became an original member of the 

5th Light Horse Regiment, a predominantly Queensland 

regiment. 

 

William sailed with his regiment in December 1914.  The 

regiment continued its training in Egypt until May 1915.  With 

the call for re-enforcements the regiment was sent to Anzac 

Cove on 16 May, landing on the morning of the 19th. 

 

A little over two months after landing on Anzac Cove Hamilton 

was evacuated to Mudros, suffering from bronchitis.  After 

treatment and a short period of rest he was sent back to his unit, 

re-joining his regiment on 13 August. 

 

Barely two weeks later he was again evacuated, on this occasion 

to Cairo for treatment.  William’s documents state that he was 

admitted suffering from jaundice; a later biography states that he 

suffered catarrh of the stomach, which became chronic. 

 

Discharged from hospital on 14 October 1915 William was sent to the 2nd Reserve Regiment (a 

training unit to further prepare troopers prior to joining their units) at Maadi.  Rather than re-joining 

a Light Horse Unit he was transferred to the Anzac (later Australian) Provost Corps, William was 

sent to undertake his military police training at Abbassia on 11 May 1916. 

   



 

 

Shortly after joining the Provost Corps William was promoted to the rank of Corporal.  While serving 

as a military policeman William continued to suffer his fair share of ill health.  In mid-September 

1916 he was admitted to hospital suffering ‘Nile fever’. 

 

William rejoined his unit at Abbassia on 1 October.  On 19 November he was again admitted to 

hospital, on this occasion suffering from haemorrhoids, a complaint not uncommon amongst mounted 

troops. William rejoined his unit ten days later. 

 

Corporal Hamilton’s conduct record was not without blemish, on 17 June 1917 he was charged with 

‘Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline, in that he brought a woman into the 

precincts of the camp’.  For his indiscretion he received a severe reprimand. 

 

In late January 1918 William was sent to the 

Kantara detachment for about a month.  This 

would most likely be when the following 

photograph was taken.  The Kantara detachment 

was a MFP (Military Foot Police) unit of the 

British Provost’s; the badge on the cap is clearly 

that of the British Provosts. The uniform would 

also appear to confirm that. 

 

On 17 February William returned to the Moascar 

Detachment (Australian Provosts), two days later 

he was struck off the strength of the Australian 

Provost Corps.  Sent to the 2nd Light Horse 

Training Regiment (still at Moascar) William’s 

medical classification was shortly after upgraded 

to “A” Class and he transferred back to the 5th 

Light Horse Regiment.  

 

William reverted to being a trooper.  Despite his 

medical upgrade ill health continued to plague 

him, on 23 August he was again hospitalised, 

initially undiagnosed, the cause was finally 

diagnosed as being malaria.  After treatment at 

the 24th Stationary Hospital and then the 14th 

AGH (and probably because of his early 

enlistment) William was earmarked for an early 

return to Australia. 

 

On 31 October 1918, William Hamilton boarded the Devon and began his return voyage to Australia.  

Arriving in Australia in late November William remained in the AIF until 23 January 1919.  Despite 

all his ill health while overseas William’s final medical board stated that he required no further 

medical treatment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The following five men were the Medical Detachment attached to 

the Anzac Provost Corps while it trained at Abbassia. Captain 

Barbour was the medical officer in charge, he was also an 

excellent cricketer and helped the Provost Corps get some 

respectable scores against some of the surrounding units. All of 

these men (except Birrell) moved to England when Abbassia 

closed, at Tidworth their services were not as necessary and the 

men all returned to other medical duties. 

 

5596 PRIVATE Norman Gray ROUVRAY                

Norman Rouvray enlisted at Melbourne on 19 May 1915, he informed the recruiting clerk that he was 

still single, 31 years of age and that he was a chemist.  Not surprisingly Norman was allotted to the 

10th re-enforcements AMC and was earmarked for No 2 Australian General Hospital in Egypt, his 

brother Stanley also served with medical details in Egypt. 

 

Private Rouvray (circled) sailed for Egypt aboard the Warilda on 8 October 1915.  In Egypt Norman 

was sent to a training depot at Zeitoun, towards the end of February 1916 he was transferred to Tel-

el-Kebir, it’s unclear if he was working as a chemist yet.  



 

 

Just over a month later on 3 April 1916 Norman was 

transferred to Abbassia to where he became part of 

the AMC detail attached to the fledging Anzac 

Provost Corps.  The detail was under the command 

of Captain Barbour.  The Sydney Mail from October 

1916 shows Barbour and the other medical staff at 

Abbassia, Private Rouvray. 

 

Norman was officially allotted to the 2nd AGH and 

was on detachment to the provost corps.  Private 

Rouvray remained attached at Abbassia for four 

months, with the completion of training the bulk of 

the Anzac Provost Corps was transferred to the 

U.K. 

 

Rouvray was sent to England with that provost 

detachment on 3 August 1916 remaining attached to 

the military police.  It was not until mid-November 

(16 November) that he ceased being attached to the 

Anzac Provost Corps.  The bulk of the provost corps was now located at Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth, Tidworth (shown below) was a Garrison Town with formal barracks and married quarters, 

it was probably now unnecessary for the provost corps to maintain its own medical detail.  

 

 
 

Norman proceeded to France in February 1917 and joined the 3rd Field Ambulance.  However ill-

health saw Rouvray sent back to England in early July. Norman then spent many months in and out 

of various depots, Rouvray remained medically downgraded. On 12 March 1918 Norman was sent 

back to Australia aboard the Field Marshall.  Norman Rouvray was discharged from the AIF on 22 

May 1918.  (Apparently Norman had also requested a passage for his fiancé) 

 

 

8097 PRIVATE Arthur Leslie RUNCIE 

 

Arthur Runcie was 28 years of age when he enlisted (similar in age to Rouvray and Davies).  Arthur 

joined up on 30 July 1915, he informed the recruiting clerk that he had been a revenue clerk, he, like 

Rouvray and Davies he was still single.  Arthur let the recruiter know that he had been a lieutenant in 

the cadets for two years. 



 

 

 

Arthur became part of the same re enforcements as John Davies, he also sailed aboard the Port 

Lincoln.  Runcie (like Davies) formally joined the 2nd AGH at Ghezireh on 17 November 1915.   

Runcie was also transferred for duty at the Australian and New Zealand Depot at Zeitoun at the start 

of February 1916.  Arthur, like the other medical was attached to the Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 

1916 at Abbassia (shown below). 

 

 

Runcie (pictured left) also moved to England with the U.K. Contingent on 

3 August 1916.  Like Rouvray and Davies, Runcie was transferred to the 

Australian Base Depot Medical Stores, which was also at Tidworth on 16 

November 1916.  

 

In mid-February 1918 

Runcie was transferred 

to London where he 

remained until his 

return to Australia (also 

aboard the Boonah) on 

20 April 1919.  Arthur 

Runcie was discharged 

from the AIF on 3 

August 1919.  



 

 

CAPTAIN Eric Pitty BARBOUR  (OIC) 

 

Eric Pitty Barbour was born in January 

1891 in Sydney; he was the son of George 
Pitty Barbour.  George was Headmaster at 

Toowoomba Grammar School for over 

twenty five years, during his earlier years 

George had been a prominent cricketer.  

George and his wife Isabella raised four 

sons and four daughters, Fred and Eric 

would both serve in the AIF. Fred would 

be killed at Flers in France in February 

1917. 

 

Eric was educated at Sydney Grammar 

School and (like his father) was a very 

talented cricketer; in 1908-9 he set a 

school record for runs scored.  Eric was 

also a very good tennis player.  With a 

very good education not surprisingly Eric 

graduated as a doctor in 1915, he enlisted 

on 19 June 1915 and immediately sought 

a commission in order to serve as a 

Medical Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbour is in the middle row with the jumper on (2nd from left) 



 

 

Barbour was granted his commission, Lieutenant Barbour took up 

duties as an officer at the Liverpool on 9 September 1915.   Barbour 

was appointed as the M.O. (Medical Officer) aboard the Warilda 

when it sailed for Egypt on 5 October 1915.  The Warilda (shown 

right) arrived in Egypt on 8 November; Barbour was then allotted 

to 1st Field Ambulance, No 2 Australian General Hospital.  

 

With the formation of the Anzac Provost Corps it 

was decided that (at least during part of that 

training) the corps needed its own medical officer 

and medical staff.  It was some three months (?) 

after the corps formation (on 3 April 1916) that 

Barbour formally joined the Provost Corps as its 

M.O.  Barbour did so at Abbassia where the bulk of 

the men continued to train.   The photo to the left 

comes from The Sydney Mail in October 1916, it 

shows Captain Barbour sitting with the other men 

of the medical corps that were attached to the Anzac 

Provost Corps.  The labelling of the men’s names is 

very faint, but it would appear that the men are; (left 

to right) N.G. Rouvray, A.L. Runcie, J.Birrell and 

J.C. Davies. 

The photo (below) shows a number of Medical Corps Officers from the 3rd AGH with members of 

the Ghezireh Sporting Club.  The AWM photo shows the date of the match as 13 July 1916, the 

captioning of the photo appears to include an extra name, Eric Barbour would appear to be the player 

2nd from left, wearing a hat and holding his racquet in front with both hands. 

 



 

 

When the bulk of the men were trained a large contingent was sent to England were the bulk of the 

AIF was now heading as they entered camps on the Salisbury Plains prior to heading to France and 

service on the Western Front.  Barbour sailed with that contingent aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 

1916.  

 

Initially the Provost Corps Contingent was sent to Parkhouse, but only weeks later relocated to the 

garrison town of Tidworth; here the corps occupied Bhurtpore Barracks.  Bhurtpore Barracks would 

become the main depot for the Anzac Provost Corps in the U.K. throughout the war. Major T.V. 

Brown continued to command the London Detachment, which was considered to be more akin to the 

AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Police) that were serving back in Australia.  The London 

Detachment would number 120 towards the end of 1918. 

 

Barbour appears to have remained with the Provost Corps up until mid-February 1917, when he 

marched out to become the MO (Medical Officer) AIF Headquarters (still at Tidworth).  Eric 

remained at Tidworth up until late October 1917.  Barbour appears to have continued to enjoy his 

cricket or tennis whenever possible. 

 

On 28 October 1917 Eric crossed the English Channel and served at the 2nd AGH at Wimereux, he 

remained at 2AGH for all of November and part of December.  Captain Barbour was then attached 

as the MO to the 1st Australian Field Artillery Brigade towards the end of February 1918. 

 

Towards the end of April Barbour was himself admitted to hospital suffering bronchitis.  Treated in 

France he was then granted three weeks sick leave, which he was allowed to take bake in the U.K.  

Upon his return to France he again spent a few days attached to the 2nd AGH. 

 

On 28 May 1918 Eric was posted to the 6th Australian Field Ambulance.  In early June Barbour was 

posted as RMO with the 21st Battalion.  On 1 July Barbour received his promotion to major. 

 

On 11 September 1918 Major Barbour was posted 

to the 1st Australian General Hospital which was 

located at Rouen.  In November he was posted to 

the 7th Field Ambulance.  In early 1919 Barbour 

returned to London to await a return to Australia.   

 

Major Eric Barbour represented the AIF against 

English teams in cricket, he was in the team that 

also included Edmund Long (see his write-up).  

Eric Pitty Barbour began his return to Australia in 

March 1919.  

 

Upon his return to Australia Eric practised 

Medicine at Dorrigo, he then practised at Stockton 

from 1923-29 and then at Kensington up until his 

death in December 1934.   

 

Eric had married Jessie Nicholson just before the war; the couple had two sons and two daughters.  

Eric’s first born, Lyndall, was born in Cairo, indicating Jessie had travelled to Egypt to be with her 

husband (at least initially).  As well as his medical practice, Eric was also a prolific cricket writer in 

his later years. 

 

 



 

 

8050 SERGEANT John BIRRELL 

John Birrell had enlisted in early June 1915, he was allotted 

as a reinforcement to No 2 Australian General Hospital, 

indicating he was part of the medical corps. John was 42 years 

of age and in his letter to Jessie Menzies he stated he was 

married, his wife’s name being Miriam. The couple had one 

son, Bertram Alexander Birrell.  

Miriam gave a Lewisham address in Sydney while John was 

overseas. In Egypt in early April 1916 John was attached to 

the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps that was coming 

together at Abbassia. With his attachment John was formally 

promoted to corporal, but it appears that he held the temporary 

rank of lance sergeant, this is confirmed by his letter to Jessie 

Menzies.  

Sergeant Birrell served as a medic with the provost corps at 

Abbassia up until mid-October 1916. By now the bulk of the 

men had been posted to their new units and the Abbassia 

training camp (for military police) had been wrapped up, a 

small detachment of Military Mounted Police were stationed 

at nearby Heliopolis. On 15 October 1916 John was formally 

attached to the 14th AGH (Australian General Hospital) at Port 

Said. 

In December 1917 Birrell was formally promoted to 

sergeant. Ill-health saw him admitted to his own 

hospital shortly after his promotion. John was 

earmarked for a return to Australia due to a ‘Cardiac 

Irregularity.’  

Sergeant Birrell returned to Australia aboard the 

Ulysses in February 1918, during the voyage he worked as a medic. John Birrell disembarked at 

Sydney on 18 March 1916, he was discharged as medically unfit from the AIF on 26 April 1918. 



 

 

8062 PRIVATE John Charles DAVIES 

John Davies described himself as a 30 year old railway clerk, when he stepped forward to enlist on 5 

July 1915, he was still single. Joining up in Sydney John was sent to the Liverpool Camp to train, he 

became part of the ‘Special reinforcements No 2 Australian General Hospital’.  

Private Davies sailed from 

Sydney aboard the Port 

Lincoln on 14 October 1915. 

After a short time in Egypt he 

was taken on strength at the 

2nd AGH (shown right). On 1 

February 1916 John was 

transferred to Zeitoun on 

duty. 

With the formation of the 

Anzac Provost Corps at 

Abbassia John was attached 

to Captain Barbour’s medical 

detachment. Private Davies 

remained at Abbassia for the 

next four months. Like 

Runcie and Rouvray, Davies moved with a large contingent of the Anzac Provost Corps to England 

in early August 1916, Capt Barbour also remained the medical officer with the detachment. Initially 

the military policemen established a depot at Parkhouse, but after only a few weeks were relocated to 

permanent barracks at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. 

John Davies attachment to the provo’s ended on 16 November 1916, at the same time as Norman 

Rouvray. Davies was posted to the Base Medical Stores, which was located at Tidworth. John 

remained at Tidworth for the remainder of the war, in mid-February 1918 he was transferred to the 

Administrative Headquarters (still at Tidworth)  

 

Private Davies remained in the UK well into 1919, shortly before his return to Australia he was 

promoted to the rank of sergeant (acting). John Davies was given a berth back to Australia aboard the 

Boonah in April 1919, he was discharged from the AIF at Sydney on 11 June 1919.   



 

 

The following men also joined the corps at Abbassia, there write-

ups are at various stages of completion. Some also appear in other 

areas of service, i.e.; France or England.  

 

4442 PRIVATE Henry Richard APPS 

Apps enlisted in September 1915 as part of the 9th reinforcements for the 14th Battalion.  Harry doesn’t 

appear to have joined a battalion upon his arrival in Egypt in early March 1915.  

After only a month in Egypt (at a depot) Apps 

was accepted to train at Abbassia with the 

newly-formed Anzac Provost Corps (3 April 

1916).  Note Harry is wearing the metal 

shoulder epaulette of the corps in the photo. 

Apps served in the Cairo area, mainly at 

Heliopolis; in April 1918 he was attached to the 

Desert Mounted Column.  In October 1918 

Apps was admitted to hospital in a 

‘dangerously ill’, having developed 

pneumonia.   Harry Apps returned to Australia in January 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4365 PRIVATE Arthur Clarence BATTYE 

Arthur Clarence Battye was one of five sons of George and Mary Battye who served.  All survived 

the war, two, Fisher and George were both wounded while serving, Fisher in fact on three separate 

occasions.  William (the eldest) was the first to enlist, but ended up being returned to Australia early 

in the war, listed as being an ‘undesirable’ soldier.  Gordon served with the engineers and married 

while overseas. 

Arthur was born at Ararat, a small town in Victoria, not far from the Grampians.  Arthur was 24 years 

of age when he stepped forward to enlist at Melbourne on 5 July 1915, he listed his next-of-kin as his 

wife Hannora, she gave an Ascot Vale address while Arthur was overseas.  Arthur informed the 

recruiting clerk that he had served with the Victorian Rangers (militia) for a time. 

Initially Arthur was allocated to the Military Police in Melbourne.  

It was on 24 December 1915 while he was with his wife and a few 

friends were on St Kilda Beach that Arthur single handed saved 

four young ladies that had gotten into difficulty in the surf.  

‘The young women, Miss M Booth of Brunswick, Miss E Nicol of 

North Carlton and Misses E and M Bell, sisters of Moonee Ponds, 

got out of their depth and were rescued at a critical moment by a 

young man, who was bathing a short distance away.  As soon as he 

saw that they were recovering he left quietly, without disclosing his 

identity.’ 

It took a newspaper reporter several days before he was able to 

identify Arthur as the rescuer, when interviewed Arthur modestly 

stated that ‘it was an exciting time’ as he single handed rescued all 

four girls, starting with the heaviest first.  Arthur said that he was 

a strong swimmer and it was apparent to him that the girls were out 

of their depth, hence he quickly went to their aid.  The photo (left) 

comes from The Weekly Times article that the reporter wrote. 

Arthur had been part of a Headquarters Company while serving as 

a military policeman.  On 26 February 1916 he was allotted to the 10th Battalion, but after only two 

weeks was re-allotted to the 11th re-enforcements for the 21st Battalion. Private Battye sailed for Egypt 

aboard the Orontes, departing Melbourne on 29 March 1916. 

It appears that shortly after his arrival in Egypt and no doubt because of his military police service in 

Australia, Arthur was accepted to train and potentially serve with the newly formed Anzac Provost 

Corps.  The corps began training on 3 April 1916; Arthur probably marched into the Abbassia 

Training Camp on 29 April.  Private Battye became part of A Company during his training.  

After several months in the corps Arthur started to get a few charges against his name.  On 8 July 

1916 he ‘overstayed his leave’ and was awarded one extra guard, on 19 August he was charged for 

being ‘absent from parade’ and was awarded four days C.B. (confined to barracks).  These offences 

occurred at the same time that Arthur’s parent’s, George and Mary, were making representations to 

get their son home. 



 

 

In July 1916 Mary began writing to the Army to release Arthur, describing that Hannora was ill and 

had no direct family support (her mother and father were dead) and that she needed Arthur’s support 

back in Australia.  Despite acknowledgement of Hannora’s frail state and recommendation in 

Australia for Arthur’s prompt return, no formal action seemed to occur.  Mary wrote again in August 

requesting Arthur’s release from the Provost Corps, she reminded the Army four of her other son’s 

had or were serving. 

It’s not stated on Arthur’s file as to whether he was asked to leave the corps, or that he did so by his 

own choice.  On 26 August 1916 Arthur was sent to a Details Camp at Moascar, here he was 

earmarked to return to the 21st Battalion.  Arthur was transferred to the U.K. aboard the Kingstonian 

on 14 September.   

In England he then spent just under two months at the 6th Training Battalion at Rollestone.  While at 

Rollestone Arthur was again in trouble, on 9 October he went ‘AWL’ (absent without leave) up until 

the 12th, he was also charged with ‘neglecting to obey standing orders’.  Arthur forfeited nine days 

pay for the offence.  Again on 28 October Arthur was recorded as being AWL for three days and once 

again ‘neglecting to obey standing orders’. Private Battye was awarded 168 hours detention and 

forfeited a further three days’ pay. 

On 12 November 

Arthur crossed the 

English Channel 

aboard the SS 

Victoria, marching 

into the Etaples 

Depot. On 22 

November Private 

Battye joined the 21st 

Battalion on the 

Western Front.  No 

correspondence is on 

Arthur’s file as to his 

desires to return to 

Australia, Mary 

(knowing Arthur was now back with his battalion) made a further request to get her son home, even 

stating that they would pay any cost incurred in her son’s return. 

Finally the earlier representations appear to have been successful, on 10 December he returned to 

England.  Arthur was given a berth back to Australia aboard the Nestor; formally he was tasked with 

being on Escort Duty.  It was decided to allow Arthur a medical discharge from the AIF; he was 

formally discharged at Melbourne on 19 May 1917.  

It appears that Arthur and Hannora had a son born on 18 October 1918, Arthur Clarence Battye 

(junior) enlisted at Horsham, Victoria to serve in World War II. 

 

 



 

 

1339 TROOPER James Kent BIRD 
 

James Kent Bird was the son of Emily and the late James Bird; he was born in Bendigo, Victoria.   

James was working as a baker in Melbourne prior to enlisting on 24 August 1914; he was 20 years of 

age when joined up. 

Initially James served as a driver in the 2nd Brigade Ammunition Column.  He served on Gallipoli, 

but was evacuated off the peninsula due to the effects of dysentery on 6 September 1915. 

Evacuated to Cairo for treatment at the No1 General Hospital, James didn’t return to Gallipoli, instead 

he remained in Egypt.  In April 1916 James was one of many men who responded to a call to join the 

rapidly expanding Anzac Provost Corps. 

On 3 April James was sent to a training camp at Abbassia, near Cairo, for a three-month assessment 

and induction course, those that were not suitable or changed their minds were returned to their unit.  

James appears to have completed the course but does not appear to have served as a military 

policeman.  

Instead James was transferred back to the 2nd Artillery Brigade.  On 21 September 1916 James was 

transferred from Egypt to England, still at this time with the artillery.  After a short time at a detail 

company at Weymouth, James was sent to the Australian Artillery Training Depot at Parkhouse.  

James then appears to have attempted to re-transfer to the Provost Corps.  James marched out to 

Bhurtpore Barracks for further military police training on 8 October.  On 16 November James was 

detached to work with the Garrison Military Police (AGMP) in London.  James at this time still 

appears to have been (officially) with the 2nd Artillery Brigade. 

On 1 February 1917, prior to being sent to France, James was transferred from the 

artillery and detached to the Anzac Provost Corps.  Now officially a trooper with the 

Provost Corps, on 3 February, James was sent to France.  For the remainder of his time overseas 

James was to serve with the 5th Division Provosts. 

On 13 April 1917 James attended the 7th Field Ambulance, suffering the effects of venereal disease.  

James was sent to the 51st General Hospital at Boulogne for treatment.  James’ documents show he 

received treatment for 71 days, before being deemed fit enough to re-join his unit. 

Trooper James Bird continued to serve with the 5th Division under the APM, Major Langley, DSO, 

for the remainder of 1917 and much of 1918.  Because of his 1914 enlistment in August 1918, James 

became due for three months furlough back to Australia.  Sent to England on 28 August 1918, James 

was granted leave, while on leave in Chelsea he married Florence Ethel Simmond.  

On 8 October 1918 James boarded the troopship Port Sydney, at Taranto in Italy, unusual when 

considering that he had been recently married in England.  Florence was apparently not given a berth 

until a few months later (not verified).  James disembarked in Melbourne on 2 December 1918 and 

was discharged shortly afterwards.  

 

 



 

 

1796 PRIVATE Albert George BLAIR 

Albert Blair hailed from the Gippsland district, where 

his family farmed; he was 23 years of age and still 

single when he fronted to enlist on 20 July 1915.  

Private Blair became part of the 2nd reinforcement’s for 

the 29th Battalion. 

Albert’s draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the 

Demosthenes towards the end of December 1915.  After 

a short time at the 8th Training Battalion at Zeitoun in 

Egypt Albert was transferred as a 29th Battalion re-

enforcement and was sent to the 14th Battalion at their 

Tel-el-Kebir Camp in early March 1916, Albert was 

allotted to A Company. 

On 12 April 1916 Private Blair was accepted to train for 

the Anzac Provost Corps, he joined the fledging corps 

at its training barracks that were located at Abbassia.  

The bulk of the men commenced their training on 3 

April, at the completion of his training Albert was sent 

to the Cairo Detachment for duty. 

It is not clear why Private Albert Blair in particular was awarded a Gold 

Medal for services in the MEF by the King of Serbia on 3 September 1916.  

The Serbian Gold and Silver Medal was founded in Serbia (Servia) in 

mid-1913, they were supposed to have been ‘granted to soldiers for acts 

of great personal courage, or for personal courage demonstrated on the 

battlefield’.  The Medal was also able to be issued to Serbia’s allies. 

Albert’s award is a little unusual as he had not been in combat when he 

was granted his gold medal.  Perhaps he was ‘selected ‘as a representative 

of the Anzac Provost Corps for an issue of the medal to the AIF, Albert’s 

award was relayed to his mother as ‘relating to the conspicuous services 

rendered by your son’. 

Blair remained at Cairo throughout 1917.  On 16 February 1918 marched 

into a Details Camp (as he left the provost corps) at Moascar, here Albert’s disciplinary record started 

to go downhill.  On 1 March 1918 he was court-martialled for gone AWL on 17 February, Albert had 

remained absent up until 23 February, when he was apprehended by the ‘Military Foot Police’ (most 

probably British Redcaps). 

Albert had pleaded Not Guilty, but at the end of the hearing he was found Guilty and awarded 35 

days Field Punishment No 2.  Albert commenced his punishment at Moascar, but after a few days 

was sent to the Detention Camp at Abbassia to complete his sentence. 



 

 

Towards the end of his sentence Blair was admitted to hospital for a short time on 4 April 1918, he 

was discharged from the hospital at Abbassia to return to duty.  Albert appears to have gone back to 

Moascar for the remainder of 1918. 

On 22 December and then again on 24 December Albert was again absent without leave, as a result 

he was sentenced to 90 days Field Punishment No 2.  Albert appears to have completed his sentence 

at the Field Punishment Compound at Moascar. 

Albert Blair was sent back to Australia aboard the City of Poona, he was discharged from the AIF on 

16 September 1919. 

 

3250 CORPORAL William George BOOLER 

William Booler described himself as being a musician (not a physician as shown on some portions of 

his file), when he enlisted in August 1915, a married man, he and his wife Ruby had two children.  

William was 25 years of age, hailing from Stanmore in Sydney; he stated that he had two years’ 

service with the 2nd Infantry Regiment (militia). 

Private Booler was initially allotted to the 4th re-

enforcements for the 13th Battalion, William’s draft sailed 

for Egypt aboard the Euripides in November 1915.  

Shortly after their arrival at a training depot at Zeitoun, 

William’s draft was re-allotted to the 11th re-

enforcements for the 2nd Battalion.  With the expansion of 

the AIF William was once again re-allotted, now 

becoming part of the newly forming 53rd Battalion.  

However in early April 1916 William volunteered to join 

the Anzac Provost Corps, he joined several hundred other 

volunteers at a provost training camp at Abbassia, on the 

outskirts of Cairo.  William successfully completed his 

military police training and was part of a large contingent 

of men that were sent to England on 3 August 1916.  

These men took up duties at Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth; Tidworth would now become the focal point 

for the Australian military police in the U.K.  

As well as Tidworth the Australian military 

police also had a large detachment in 

London.  William remained posted to 

Tidworth for the next few months.   

In mid-December 1916 William was sent to France to join one of the divisional MMP detachments.  

It was not until 19 January 1917 that William actually joined the 4th Divisional MMP, the MMP were 

part of Divisional Headquarters.  



 

 

William remained with the 4th Division throughout 1917.  On 6 March 1918 William drew the wrath 

of his APM, Major M. Jarvie when he was charged for;  

(I)  Out of Billet after 9 pm, 

(II)   Giving a false name, 

(III)    Galloping a horse on metalled road on 5/3/18. 

Major Jarvie would have viewed William’s actions dimly, he expected his men to help enforce such 

regulations, not to break or to flaunt them.  For his actions Trooper Booler was awarded 14 days F.P.  

(Field Punishment No 2). 

This was William’s only blemish on his file while serving overseas; he continued to serve with the 

4th Division’s MMP throughout the remainder of 1918.  Even with the declaration of peace in 

November William remained in France. 

It was not until early February 1919 that William returned to England.  In mid-February William 

received his promotion to corporal (Extra-Regimental 2nd Corporal).  William spent 1919 as a ‘typical 

military policeman’ in the U.K.; he spent several months at Tidworth, before being granted a period 

of three months NME (non-military employment).  William then also spent time at London and as 

staff at the Lewes Detention Barracks.  

Finally in mid-March 

1920 William was given 

a berth aboard the 

Ceramic (shown right) 

to return to Australia, 

also on-board the ship 

would have been 

numerous wives, fiancés 

and children of 

Australian soldiers 

returning home.  After a 

week into the voyage 

William had to be admitted to the ship’s hospital 

ward and this probably led to him being 

offloaded at Colombo mid voyage.  Upon 

William’s recovery he was retained at Colombo 

as part of the Australian Provost Corps 

Detachment there (Colombo was having trouble 

with returning Aussie troops ‘playing up’).  

 

William resumed his return to Australia aboard 

the same vessel, the Ceramic (unclear if the 

Ceramic was on the same voyage or a later one).  Plagued once again by ill-health William had to be 

offloaded at Adelaide, he was reported as suffering from pneumonia.  Upon his recovery he was 

probably entrained back to his state of enlistment, New South Wales, William Booler was discharged 

from the AIF on 4 August 1920.   



 

 

38 SERGEANT Joseph Clement BOWN 

Joe enlisted at age 25 years on 17 August 1914 in Melbourne, he trained at the Broadmeadows Camp 

where he was posted to the Machine Gun Section of the 6th Infantry Battalion, the Machine Gun 

Section was led by Lieutenant R.T. Watts.  The 6th Battalion with the 5th, 7th and 8th Battalions, were 

all recruited in Victoria, together they formed the 2nd Australian Infantry Brigade. 

The bulk of the 6th and 7th Battalions boarded the Hororata, (shown to the left below) sailing on 19 

October 1914.  With over 2000 men and 150 Officers onboard the troopship was very crowded, the 

men had to adapt to sleeping in hammocks with only three inches between.   Towards the end of 

October, while at Albany in West Australia, A Company was transferred to the Omrah, this relieved 

the overcrowding to some extent.   

 

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, lectures 

and musketry practice helped keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts were probably 

of more interest to the men as they whiled away the long hours at sea. The Hororata and Omrah both 

docked at Suez on 1 December 1914.  It was not until 6 December that the 6th Battalion started to 

disembark.   

 

The 6th Battalion then entrained to Cairo and from there was marched to Mena where a large camp 

was located at the foot of the pyramids. Training soon recommenced in the desert, but leave was also 

liberal and the pyramids and ancients sites that Egypt offered were eagerly sort out by the enthusiastic 

Australian troops.  The battalion trained from Monday to Friday; Saturday was free for leave to Cairo, 

as was Sunday, that was after the church parade had been held.  



 

 

The small photo on this page is taken from Ron Austin’s 

book As Rough as Bags, The History of the 6th Battalion, 

1914-1919; it is from page 41 and shows a few members of 

the battalion’s machine gun section, most probably in Egypt 

prior to heading to Gallipoli (not verified). Only one of the 

group is identified, and that is Lance Corporal Gibb, who is 

on the extreme right of the photo. 

The Machine Gun Section was equipped with four Maxim 

guns, each gun was manned by a crew of two, one firing, and the other feeding the ammunition to the 

gun, the gun crew had the support of another three men bringing ammunition up to the gun.  The MG 

Section helped support all the battalions within the brigade; they generally fired upon orders from 

Battalion Headquarters.  Joe’s section was No 2 Section, and being part of the 6 th Battalion, their 

priority was to support their own battalion. 

The machine guns generally engaged targets out to about 1400 yards.  The Maxims were normally 

mounted on fixed lines; rarely would the machine gunners see the targets that they were firing upon. 

The 6th Battalion left their Mena Camp for Alexandria on 3 April 1915, the battalion had yet to be 

informed of where they were heading.  The 6th Battalion once again joined the 7th Battalion aboard a 

troopship, as the two battalions boarded the Galeka. 

The Galeka sailed from Alexandria on 8 April, once at sea the men were formally advised that their 

destination was the Dardanelles.  Once again conditions were cramped on board as the Galeka sailed 

towards Lemnos.  The Galeka docked at Mudros Harbour on Lemnos after three days.   

At Mudros the battalion practised disembarking from the troopship and then charging up the nearby 

hills.  It was not until the morning of the 24 April that the Galeka began heading towards the Gallipoli 

peninsula. 

The men of the 6th Battalion 

were awoken around 2.30 am 

on that Sunday morning of 25 

April 1915.  The men were 

given breakfast of stew and hot 

tea.  The men had to remain 

below as the 3rd Infantry 

Brigade began landing from 

4.30 am onwards.  The AWM 

photograph to the right shows 

some of the smaller boats being 

towed away from the Galeka 

by a small lighter vessel. 

The return of wounded men, some from the 7th Battalion, to the Galeka had a sobering effect upon 

the men of the 6th Battalion as they awaited their turn to land.  It was close to 6 am before the first 

boatloads of men from the 6th Battalion began making their way to shore.  The incoming boats came 

under heavy shrapnel and machine gun fire. 



 

 

The leading companies of the battalion on that first day made it to the feature known as 400 Plateau. 

The frontline by the end of the first day was still a very ‘fluid’ one, with the Australians only able to 

establish a number of isolated posts and very shallow trenches to face the Turks.  

Gradually, as more battalions came ashore the situation became a bit more stable.  Unfortunately 

towards dusk on the first days the Turks were able to surround some of the 6th Battalion positions on 

the eastern slope of Pine Ridge, the men in these shallow scrapes died fighting, refusing to surrender.  

Most of those men were from Lieutenant Balfe’s No 1 Platoon in A Company. 

The bulk of the battalion settled down to hold positions on or around Bolton’s Ridge.  The battalion 

spent five days in the firing line – during that time the 6th Battalion lost 4 officers killed, 10 wounded, 

the battalion’s other ranks lost 30 killed, 155 wounded and 212 listed as missing, most obviously had 

been killed. 

The battalion was given a brief respite, when the battalion re-entered the line it did so for 24 hours, 

and then rotated into support positions for 24 hours.  The days ‘off’ were spent constructing dugouts 

and trenches on the ‘Pimple’ feature. 

The map to the right is from Ron Austin’s book it shows the areas occupied by the 6th Battalion.  The 

dotted line on the lower portion of the map shows where a Lieutenant Prisk led a party of men from 

the battalion.    

On 5 May, two Australian Brigades were tasked to join the British 

Forces at Cape Helles, the 6th Battalion as part of the 2nd Brigade, 

was to be part of that assistance.  By 6 May the battalion had moved 

(via troopship) to bivouacs on Cape Helles.  The photo to the left 

is also from Ron Austin’s book, it shows some of the 6th Battalion 

men awaiting orders, several days prior to their attack.  

On 7 and 8 May the 6th Battalion witnessed several futile, failed 

attacks, firstly by the British 87th and 88th Brigades and then later 

by the New Zealand Brigade, as they attempted to seize the small 

village of Krithia.  On the late afternoon of 8 May, the 6th Battalion 

was just settling down to prepare their evening meals, when the 2nd 

Brigade was ordered to be ready to attack at 5.30 pm. 

 

The Brigades orders were simple, ‘to capture the ridge beyond Krithia.’  The 6th Battalion was to be 

the spearhead of the advance, and began advancing as ordered, with around 300 men advancing in 

extended line.  The battalion reached positions known as Tommies Trench, this was a rough trench 

that the British had dug and recently had to retire from.  Most of the diggers would have been unaware 

of what ground they were likely to advance over, or too. 

The battalion was already suffering casualties, but many more were to come.  The battalion paused 

only briefly in Tommies Trench, before once again resuming the advance.  As the battalion lost 

numerous officers and senior NCO’s some of the junior ranks showed their imitative and took 

command.  The 2nd Brigade made a small gain of territory, the brigade had entered the attack about 

3,000 strong, it suffered 1,156 casualties – killed, wounded or missing.  



 

 

During what became known as the Second Battle of Krithia, the 6th Battalion officially lost – 77 

killed, 147 wounded and 127 missing.  Many of the wounded had serious wounds and died shortly 

after, later the missing would be verified as having died.  The 6th Battalion remained at Cape Helles 

until 16 May, when the entire Brigade returned to ANZAC Cove.  The 6th returned to ANZAC aboard 

the Ionian and the Reindeer. 

The 6th Battalion arrived back at Gallipoli early on the morning of 17 May.  The battalion went into 

crude dugouts near Shrapnel Gully and Monash Valley.  Corporal Gibb from the Machine Gun 

Section described digging in on the night of 18 May.  

At once commenced to dig ourselves in as we are under heavy shell fire.....It was very hard 

work as we could not show a light and the ground was full of rocks. We turned in about 

1.30, it was very cramped and too short for me. As soon as it was light enough we got up 

and made it deeper and also made a place for us to sit in. Later on I was very glad as shells 

were flying in all directions.  

About 8 o’clock I got out and found our boys.  They had been through a rough time, but only 

had one killed – Melville and 3 or 4 wounded including Mr Watts, Boardman and Oxenbury 

with a few scratches. 

The machine gun section casualties were; Private Charles Melville (killed), and Lieutenant R.T. 

Watts, Corporal William Boardman and Private John Oxenbury (all wounded).  By now the battalion 

was down to about 300 men.  On the night of 20/21 May the battalion was ordered to ‘stand to’ as a 

determined Turkish attack threatened to drive the allied troops from the Gallipoli peninsula.  The cost 

for the Turks was so horrific that an armistice was finally organised on 24 May to bury the dead.  

Corporal Gibb gave a second hand account of the Turkish attack. 

Major Bennett came and sat talking in our dugout and we got the “dinkum oil”, it seems 

that the Turks advanced on our trenches and our boys cut them up badly and any rate this 

morning the ground is covered with dead. 

I borrow Private Collins account of the armistice from Ron Austin’s book, presumably returning to 

our old positions, refers to the 6th Battalion re-entering the line at Bolton’s Ridge;  

 

We came back to our old positions at 5 am, and no sooner got back than it started to rain. 

Today there is an armistice with the enemy fro, 7.30 am to 4 pm, as they wish to bury their 

dead.....The ‘stench’ from the dead lying out in No Mans’ Land is awful and what with the 

warm days and the flies, is pretty hard to stand. 

It is alright being able to move around for a while, knowing there is no likelihood of a shell 

coming over and you taking the count. We are not allowed to go on top of the hills overlooking 

the Turkish positions. 

There were a lot of our lads buried who were lying out in front from the day of the landing 

and that were posted as missing. 

 



 

 

On 26 May 1915, Joe Bown was evacuated to the Australian Hospital at Lemnos suffering with spinal 

concussion and on 31 May 1915 was transferred to a military hospital in Malta.  On the 8 August 

1915, he embarked aboard the troopship Berrima, now being used as a hospital ship, and was sent to 

England, where he was admitted to the Military Hospital at Hampstead. 

Following his recuperation, he was posted to the Australian Base Depot at Weymouth.  On 29 

December 1915 Joe was charged for ‘being absent from parade, breaking from escort and remaining 

absent from 26 December 1915 to 28 December 1915’, for his crime he was awarded 14 days 

detention and forfeited 3 days’ pay under RW (Royal Warrant). 

On the 25 March 1916, Joe rejoined the Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) arriving at Alexandria 

on the 3 April 1916 and immediately taken on strength of the ANZAC Provost Corps at Abbassia.  

Joe would have volunteered for the provost corps; he fitted the criteria of men eligible to join. 

Joe trained at Abbassia alongside several hundred other men, not all proved to be suitable for the role, 

many were asked to return to their original units, or others, finding the job and training to onerous, 

opted by their own choice to re-join their units. 

Joe found the role of a military 

policeman to his liking; he was 

promoted to corporal on 24 July 

1916.  Joe described that he was a 

member of the ‘Honour Guard’ 

which was formed from the nucleus 

of the fledgling ANZAC Provost 

Corps, possibly the honour guard 

was similar to this photo where the 

fledgling corps marched through 

Cairo?  This is an AWM photo, it 

shows members of the Anzac 

Provost Corps marching across the Kasr el Nil Bridge, in Cairo itself. 

Although the corps was supposed to be two thirds Australian and one third New Zealanders, the New 

Zealanders opted to form their own military police units. However it was not unusual for the Kiwi’s 

to be attached to the Australian detachments and in certain Mounted Divisions in Palestine to have 

half Australian and half New Zealand MMP (i.e.; the ANZAC Mounted Division). 

On 3 August 1916, Bown embarked for England arriving on 22 August 1916 and attached to the 

Australian Garrison Military Police (AGMP), London for police and barrack duties.  Originally these 

men were referred to as being the ‘Permanent Military Police Staff’ attached to the Australian Military 

Administrative Offices in Horseferry Road, London.  The unit was raised in January 1916 to supervise 

the growing number of Australian troops (mainly wounded) being sent to England, Captain T.V. 

Brown was the APM, he initially had one warrant officer and six sergeants as well as two corporals. 

Brown would remain the APM throughout 1916 and 1917 and early 1918; by late 1917 the London 

Detachment (which continued to be officially manned by AGMP personnel) numbered some 100 

men.  Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth would become the main focus of Australian Provost activity 

and training from around August 1916.  During his time in England Joe stated that he attended a 



 

 

Military Police School, organised and conducted by Scotland Yard.  Joe spoke of being sent to Ireland 

on one occasion, in order to return an illegal absentee. 

Joe Bown appears to have remained in London during his 

time in England; he was promoted to sergeant (Extra 

Regimental) on the 1 January 1918. The role of the 

Australian Military Police in London was not always 

viewed favourably, many soldiers saw them as shirkers 

well away from the front, often failing to acknowledge that 

many MP’s wore the distinctive brass ‘A’ on their 

shoulders, indicating service on Gallipoli, many had been 

wounded on the peninsula and would wear wound stripes 

when issued.  

In January 1918 the ANZAC Provost Corps was formally 

renamed the Australian Provost Corps, a move which more 

accurately recorded the composition of the corps.  

Operating from Warwick Square, the provost’s roles in 

London were similar to the military police in Australia; hence their slightly different title (AGMP).  

Serving under their APM, Major Brown, the numbers of military policeman on duty in London had 

to be increased as troops training in the U.K. and troops on leave from France flooded the city while 

on leave or weekend passes.  Many loathed the London MP’s, it was their (at times unenviable) 

responsibility to patrol the major sites of the city and monitor Australian troops arriving and departing 

the city. 

By 1918 the provost corps had adopted a system of rotation between the frontline military police 

(MMP) and the rear echelon MP’s.  On 11 May 1918, Sergeant Bown marched out for duty with the 

Australian Provost Corps BEF (France) and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton,  

arriving at Le Havre on 13 May 1918.  On 20 May 1918, he was detached for duty with the 3rd 

Australian Divisional Headquarters as a MMP (Military Mounted Police). 

In March 1918, the 3rd Division had been rushed to the Somme region to stem the German Offensive 

there.  It clashed repeatedly with the advancing Germans, halting their advance at Morlancourt and 

Villers Bretonneux.  

The 3rd Division’s MMP element (which numbered 25 men) had been capably led by Captain J. 

Watson-Colpitts up until this time.  When Joe joined Major J.L. Fisher had not long taken over as the 

APM (Assistant Provost Marshall).  As well as his MMP, Major Fisher also commanded the 3 rd 

Division’s Traffic Control Detachment; these men were drawn from the division to help the MMP in 

their traffic duties.  During busy times, such as preparation for attacks and large battles, he could also 

call upon assistance from Corps MMP to his rear, as well as cyclist and mounted troops that could be 

allocated to his command.  

During his time in France, Sergeant Bown would have principally been involved in supervising traffic 

control duties on horseback and controlling straggler posts. There were 3 or 4 sergeants within the 

MMP; there were also several sergeants within the traffic detachment. The MMP could also be called 

upon to investigate incidents between soldiers and the French/Belgian civilians. 



 

 

The famous Hellfire Corner is shown 

right, as can be seen the transport in the 

photo are hurrying through the 

intersection, well aware that German 

artillery would have the intersection 

targeted and may fire at any time.  Just 

out of picture there would be a traffic 

control post being manned by MMP 

and/or traffic men, the two men on 

horseback in the background could well 

be MMP on patrol (not verified). 

Holding the high ground north of the 

Somme River, the 3rd Division was 

involved in a series of remarkable exploits of ‘peaceful penetration’ around Sailly-le-Sec.  Later the 

Division fought in the Battles of Hamel, Amiens, Mont Saint Quentin and the Hindenburg Line. 

Sergeant Bown remained with the 3rd Division’s MMP until the 1 July 1918, when he was transferred 

to the 2nd Division’s MMP.  Joe’s move coincided with Major Fisher’s move to become the 2nd 

Divisions APM, possibly he requested Sergeant Bown’s transfer. 

In March 1918 the 2nd Division had helped halt the German offensive in the Somme region and fought 

in the Battle of Hamel in July and the Battle of Amiens in August.  In September 1918 it took Mont 

Saint Quentin by storm in one of the finest feats of fighting of the war.  It fought on to the Hindenburg 

Line and beyond, becoming the last division to be withdrawn. 

Sergeant Joe Bown had been serving since August 1914 and as such became eligible for three months 

special leave back to Australia in October 1918.  On 8 October Joe embarked for Australia aboard 

the troopship Port Sydney, reaching Victorian soil on 21 November 1918.  Joe Bown was discharged 

in Victoria on 31 January 1919; he was credited with having served 1502 days overseas. 

Joe’s name was sometimes incorrectly recorded as Boun; it appears that way on the final AIF nominal 

roll on the AWM website. 

Footnote:  On ANZAC Day in 1974, a reunion was held at the 5th 

Military District Military Police Platoon unit canteen in Perth, 

Western Australia.  The function was attended by approximately 

thirty former members of the Corps who were hosted by the current 

serving members.  Special guest at the reunion was then 83 year old 

Mr Joseph (Joe) Clement Bown.  Joe at that time was living in WA. 

Joe is shown to the right with the then RSM of 5th MP Platoon, 

Perth, WO1 Ron Woodrow. 

 

Thanks to Ian Townsley for providing details of Joe’s visit to the 5th 

Military Police Platoon and details of his service. 



 

 

SERGEANT Wilfred BURNS 

Wilfred Burns had initially been serving as a batman with Divisional Headquarters; he was promoted 

and became one of the sergeants in charge of the MMP, when the 

detachment was increased from twelve to twenty five men.  Burns 

landed on Anzac Cove on 25 April and remained on the peninsula 

until the final evacuation in December 1915. 

Upon his return to Egypt he returned to mechanicing for a time, 

before he became part of the Cairo Town Piquet in March 1916.  

Burns then trained at Abbassia and formally joined the Anzac 

Provost Corps; he then spent the majority of the war based at 

Tidworth in England. 

The photo to the right comes from Gordon Binns collection, he 

took numerous photos of his fellow military policemen at 

Tidworth in early 1919.  The two men are Swales and Burns 

(Swales in full uniform), possibly this is Wilfred?  Burn’s offsider 

is 6443 Corporal William Hearfield Swales. 

 

1795 CORPORAL Louis Vincent CAMPBELL 

        
Born in Ballarat, Louis Campbell was nearly 29 years of age when he stepped forward at Rainbow 

on 2 June 1915.  Louis described himself as being a clerk upon enlisting.  Medically re-examined at 

Melbourne Louis was sent to the Seymour Camp to begin his training.  Initially Campbell became 

part of the 8th re-enforcements for the 6th Battalion.  Private Campbell was transferred to the 2nd re-

enforcements for the 24th Battalion in mid-July. 

 

Campbell’s draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the Demosthenes on 16 July 1915.  Louis’ file shows 

that he spent only a brief time in Egypt; he joined the 24th Battalion on Anzac Cove on 29 September. 

 

Louis was evacuated back to Egypt on 8 December suffering ‘Trench Feet’, a result of the extreme 

cold and poor conditions within the trenches.  It was not until late January 1916 that Campbell was 

released from hospital and sent to a convalescent depot. 

 

Private Campbell was back at a depot in March 1916 awaiting a return to his unit.  In late March and 

early April the call went out for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps, Louis put his 

name forward and formally began training as a military policeman at Abbassia on 3 April 1916. 

 

Louis was one of a large contingent of men that sailed for duty in the U.K. following four months at 

Abbassia.  After a little over two months at Parkhouse and then at Tidworth, Louis was posted for 

duty with the Woolwich Detachment.  Presumably Louis spent the last few months of 1916 and all 

of 1917 with the Woolwich Detachment.  

 

Louis’ file shows him with the Bournemouth Detachment in January 1918.  In early June 1918 

Campbell was warned out for a rotation to France.  Louis marched into the Cavalry Base Depot at 

Rouen on 6 June and a week later marched out for duty with the MMP element of the Australian 

Corps Headquarters. 



 

 

On 26 September 1918 Trooper Campbell was detached for duty with the 5th Australian 

Division, after about a week Louis was promoted to lance corporal.  Louis only remained 

with the 5th Divisional MMP for just under a month when he was once again posted back 

to Australian Corps Headquarters.  

 

Campbell remained posted 

to France right up until June 

1919, in early February he 

received promotion to 

corporal and in April had 

been granted two weeks 

leave, which he took in the 

U.K. After his time in 

France he briefly returned to 

Tidworth.  On 9 August 

1919 he boarded the 

Ceramic (shown right) to 

return to Australia.  Louis 

Campbell was discharged in 

Victoria from the AIF on 26 

November 1919. 

 

 

 

 

3250 TROOPER Hans Casper CASPERSEN 

 

Hans Caspersen was born at Moss in 

Norway and his family still lived there. 

Hans listed his father, Edward, as his next-

of-kin. Life as a sailor bought Hans to 

Australia; and on enlistment Hans gave 

his trade as sail-maker. 

Hans was 25 years of age and was working 

in Melbourne when he chose to enlist on 6 

July 1915. He had been in Australia for 

about three years. Private Caspersen 

became a reinforcement for the 5th 

Battalion, and his draft left Melbourne 

aboard the Nestor on 11 October 1915. 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, on 15 

November, Hans was admitted to hospital 

suffering venereal disease. After a month’s 

treatment (and loss of pay) Hans was 

released back to duty. On 22 February 

1916, Hans finally joined the 5th Battalion 

at their Serapeum Camp.  



 

 

Not fully clear of his VD, on 16 March Hans was again admitted to hospital. He was sent to the 1st 

Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia, and from there he was sent to the 1st Australian 

Dermatological Hospital at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

At the completion of his treatment Hans was sent to the Overseas Base Depot at Ghezireh, ready for 

a transfer to the Western Front. Towards the end of March 1916 Hans volunteered to become a 

military policeman, and he was sent to their training camp at Abbassia for training to see if he was 

suitable to join the Anzac Provost Corps. At the completion of his training, Hans was sent to the Cairo 

Detachment. On 22 June Hans was again in hospital receiving treatment for VD. After a further two 

weeks treatment Hans returned to duty. 

On 3 August 1916, Hans Caspersen was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, in the United 

Kingdom. After two months training in England he was transferred to France for service on the 

Western Front.  Once in France, on 17 October Hans was attached to the Headquarters of the 

Australian 2nd Division. Hans would remain with the 2nd Division for the remainder of his active 

service. 

Trooper Hans Caspersen was wounded in action while in Belgium on 20 September 1917. Badly 

wounded by shrapnel from enemy shellfire, Hans was admitted to the 8th (?) Field Ambulance. 

Transferred back to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station, Hans Caspersen died that same day. Hans was 

interred in the Ramy Siding Cemetery. His body was later re-interred to the larger Lijssenthoek 

Cemetery (shown below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

34 TROOPER Herbert John COFFEY 

John (Jack) Coffey was a butcher prior to joining up, he was 26 years of age and he was married to 

Edith.  Enlisting on 21 August 1914 Jack was most probably originally allotted to medical details 

with the 1st Division Headquarters?  Shortly after he was transferred to the MMP element of 

Divisional Headquarters, Jack officially appears as being a MMP on 26 May 1915.   

Jack’s previous trade meant that he may have spent time in the HQ 

cookhouse (not verified). The photo to the right shows Jack on the right, 

standing with Private Harry Christie, who also belonged to Divisional 

Headquarters, the soldier to the rear is unidentified. The photo was taken 

in the Mena Camp in early 1915, the building is the cookhouse. 

Trooper Coffey landed on Gallipoli as a MMP on 25 April 1915.  On 4 

July Jack was admitted to the 4th Field Ambulance, after being struck on 

the head by a large piece of exploding shrapnel.  Jack remained at the 

field ambulance for about a week before returning to duty.  The photo 

below was taken by C.E.W. Bean shortly after Jack returned to duty. 

It is unclear if C.E.W. Bean’s 

labelling is slightly incorrect; 

he identifies the soldier 

(Coffey) as working as a cook 

with Divisional HQ.  Officially 

Jack Coffey was a MMP at this 

time, but may well have been 

working as a cook at the time. 

(look at the description of the 

previous photo and Jack’s pre-

war trade) 

On 27 September 1915 Jack was evacuated to Malta, suffering from what was originally diagnosed 

as jaundice.  Jack was later listed as suffering the mumps and later both were changed to being 

enteritis (typhoid). 

It appears that Trooper Coffey was earmarked initially for a return to Australia for either a three or 

six month break to regain his health.  However upon his return to Egypt he appears to have shown 

satisfactory recovery and he was allowed to remain at various depots there and was not ordered back 

to Australia.   

In April 1916, while still in Egypt, Coffey was formally taken on strength with the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps.  On 2 August 1916 Jack was posted to England, where he was stationed around 

the Tidworth area, Jack continued to be plagued by ill health and was constantly in and out of hospital. 

Finally on 27 August 1917 Jack Coffey began his return to Australia aboard the troopship Pakeha, 

officially stated to be suffering from ‘chronic amoebic abscess liver’.  Jack was discharged from the 

AIF on 3 December 1917.   



 

 

Jack Coffey did re-enlist in July 1918; he appears to have only served for forty seven days, most 

probably as a staff member of the 5th Australian General Hospital.  Jack was earmarked to serve 

aboard the transports going to and coming from England.  He most probably did not undertake any 

voyages, instead being discharged on 16 August 1918.   

Another entry on Jack’s file, from April 1919, indicates that in April 1919 he may have once again 

re-enlisted, most probably as an AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Police).  Jack on this occasion 

most probably served for a further six months. (not verified) 

 

775 PRIVATE Victor COOKE 

 
Victor Cooke described himself as a confectioner when he enlisted at Melbourne on 24 August 1914.  

Born in Nottingham, England, Victor had three years’ service with the 4th Leicester Regiment, a 

militia unit in the U.K.  Victor was still single and was 22 years of age when he joined up.  

 

Private Cooke originally became part of G Company with the 6th Battalion. Victor joined the 6th 

Battalion at the now quite large Broadmeadows camp.  Musketry instruction was done at the 

Williamstown Rifle range not far from Broadmeadows.  Training was made uncomfortable through 

a lack of kit, decent greatcoats and boots being hard to come by. 

The bulk of the 6th and 7th Battalions boarded 

the Hororata (shown right), sailing on 19 

October 1914.  With over 2000 men and 150 

Officers on-board the troopship was very 

crowded, the men had to adapt to sleeping in 

hammocks with only three inches between.   

Towards the end of October, while at Albany 

in West Australia, A Company was 

transferred to the Omrah, this relieved the 

overcrowding to some extent.   

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, lectures 

and musketry practice helped keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts were of more 

interest to the men as they whiled away the long hours at sea.  

The Hororata and Omrah both docked at Suez on 1 December 1914.  It was not until 6 December 

that the 6th Battalion started to disembark.  The battalion then entrained to Cairo and from there was 

marched to Mena where a large camp was located at the foot of the pyramids. 

Training soon recommenced in the desert, but leave was also liberal and the pyramids and ancients 

sites that Egypt offered were eagerly sort out by the enthusiastic Australian troops.  The battalion 

trained from Monday to Friday; Saturday was free for leave to Cairo, as was Sunday, (that was after 

the church parade).  With the reduction in companies Victor became part of D Company. 



 

 

 

The 6th Battalion left their Mena Camp for Alexandria on 3 April 1915, the battalion had yet to be 

informed of where they were heading.  The 6th Battalion once again joined the 7th Battalion aboard a 

troopship, as the two battalions boarded the Galeka. 

The Galeka sailed from Alexandria on 

8 April, once at sea the men were 

formally advised that their destination 

was the Dardanelles.  Once again 

conditions were cramped on board as 

the Galeka sailed towards Lemnos.  

The Galeka docked at Mudros 

Harbour on Lemnos after three days.  

 At Mudros the battalion practised 

disembarking from the troopship and 

then charging up the nearby hills.  It 

was not until the morning of the 24 

April that the Galeka began heading 

towards the Gallipoli peninsula.  It was 

on 24 April that Albert accidentally broke his false teeth.   

Albert and the rest of the battalion were awoken around 2.30 am on that Sunday morning of 25 April 

1915.  The men were given breakfast of stew and hot tea.  The men had to remain below as the 3 rd 

Infantry Brigade began landing from 4.30 am onwards.   



 

 

The return of wounded men, some from the 7th Battalion, to 

the Galeka had a sobering effect upon the men of the 6th 

Battalion as they awaited their turn to land.  It was close to 

6 am before the first boatloads of men from the 6th Battalion 

began making their way to shore.  The incoming boats came 

under heavy shrapnel and machine gun fire.  A number of 

men from the battalion were killed or wounded while 

landing, the photo to the right shows a boatload of men 

leaving the Galeka for the shore. 

The 6th Battalion landed as part of the ‘second wave’, ten 

days after the landing the 2nd Brigade (to which the 6th 

Battalion belonged) was transferred to Cape Helles (to the 

south of Anzac Cove).  Here the Brigade was to assist 

British troops in the attack on the small village of Krithia.  The attack cost the brigade almost a third 

of its strength. After the failed attack the badly mauled battalion returned to Anzac Cove where it 

helped to defend the beachhead. 

Due to the 6th Battalion being nearly 500 men under strength it was held in reserve throughout all of 

June.  From the 3rd to the 18th July the bulk of the men from the battalion joined the 7th Battalion in 

manning the frontline in the left sector of ANZAC.  Shelling was quite heavy during this time.   

Upon resuming the reserve the battalion supplied a garrison that manned BRAUND’S Hill, the 

battalion also provide a party of 100 men for the 8th Battalion.  The 6th battalion only suffered light 

casualties during July. 

The battalion was in ‘bivouac’ in MONASH VALLEY for the first few days of August.  On 5 August 

the battalion moved to rear in the rear of THOMPSON’S POST, the battalion was now tasked for an 

upcoming attack on GERMAN OFFICER’S TRENCH and the destruction of SNIPER’S TRENCH. 

The attack, which was to be in conjunction with the attack on LONE PINE, was launched just after 

midnight on 7 August 1915.  The attack on the GERMAN OFFICER’S TRENCH failed as quickly 

as it begun, the officer in charge choosing not to send more men to their deaths, an assault was not 

made on SNIPER’S TRENCH.  The 6th Battalion once again suffered heavy casualties, the unit’s war 

diary shows the figures;  

 

The next few days after the failed attack were spent in cleaning up and repairing the 6 th Battalion 

positions.  As well as battalion suffering more men killed and wounded, ill-health was causing 

numerous evacuations, once again leaving the battalion badly under strength. 



 

 

Early September saw the 6th 

Battalion still holding its 

section of the line, so badly 

depleted in strength that they 

were supplemented by 

several companies form the 

5th and 8th Battalion’s.  On 6 

September 1915 the 

Victorian 22nd Battalion 

began taking over the 6th 

Battalion positions, the 

handover was complete by 9 

September. 

 

The 6th Battalion then headed for a well-earned break on Lemnos, the battalion’s war dairy shows 

that the battalion now only numbered 16 officers and 377 men.  The battalion arrived at Lemnos on 

10 September, here the battalion established a camp at Sarpi (shown right), here the battalion was 

allowed to recuperate and gradually eased back into a training regime. 

The battalion remained on Lemnos for the remainder of September and into October.  In mid-October 

Victor was medically downgraded and in November he was re-admitted to hospital due to ill-health.  

On Boxing Day 1915 Cooke boarded the hospital ship Soudan and was sent to Malta for further 

treatment. In early February 1916 Victor was fit enough to be sent to a convalescent depot (at Malta).  

By mid-March 1916 Private Cooke was back in Egypt, with the call for volunteers to become military 

police Victor stepped forward to join the Anzac Provost Corps. On 3 April 1916 he joined several 

hundred other men at a training camp at Abbassia; here they were all assessed for their suitability to 

join the new corps. 

 

Cooke’s file shows that his behaviour, even during training, was at times marginal, even though he 

was now a military policeman.  In mid-July he was absent from several parades and was also insolent 

towards an NCO, he received 4 and then 7 days CB (confined to barracks) for the offences. 

 

In early August Trooper Cooke was part of the large party of men sent to the U.K (as training at 

Abbassia wrapped up).  The men were initially based at Parkhouse, but shortly after were moved to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, this became the headquarters for the Anzac Provost Corps in 

England. 

 

In mid-September 1916 Cooke again failed to report on time and was again awarded 7 days CB.  

Perhaps part of the reason for his tardiness in reporting may have been due to his distraction towards 

Mabel Judd.  Victor married Mabel in Leicester on 15 October 1916. 

 

Despite his marriage Trooper Cooke was posted to France, he arrived for duty with the 

5th Divisional MMP on 20 December 1916.  No charges are shown against Victor during 

his time in France with the Provost Corps, however in early May 1917 he transferred back to the 6 th 

Battalion.  

 



 

 

In early January 1918 Victor was granted ten days leave in the U.K.  Cooke rejoined his battalion 

following his leave, however on 26 

March 1918 Victor suffered 2nd degree 

burns to his face, arms and chest 

following the ‘bursting of a kerosene 

lamp.’  Victor received treatment at a 

field ambulance and then a clearing 

station and was quickly evacuated back 

to England. 

 

Cooke was admitted to the New End 

Hospital at Hampstead on 10 April.  

After several weeks, on 1 May 1918 he 

was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary 

Hospital at Harefield (shown right). 

 

Victor continued to receive treatment up until September when he returned to duty at No 2 Command 

Depot.  However a further ten days on Victor was once again sent back to Harefield for further 

treatment.   

 

Victor was granted 75 days furlough in early February 1919; no doubt he intended to spend this time 

in Leicester with Mabel.  However Victor reported earlier than this and was ‘discharged from the AIF 

being medically unfit’ on 18 February 1919.  Victor’s previous marriage to Mabel in the U.K. and a 

noted lack of any ties to anyone back in Australian allowed for Victor’s discharge in England. 

 

The medical certificate done upon Victor’s discharge stated ‘He has severe facial deformity and has 

loss of power in the grip in both hands.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2702 TROOPER Errol Henry COWEN 
 

Errol Cowen described himself as a ‘motor car salesman’ when he decided to quit his job and enlist 

on 29 August 1914, shortly after the outbreak of war.  The son of James Cowen from Mosman, Errol 

was 22 years of age and still single when he joined up, the family had moved to Redcliffe in 

Queensland and Errol carried out his initial training at the Enoggera Army Camp.  Errol’s younger 

brother, Denzil would also enlist later in January 1916; he would serve for a short time alongside his 

brother in the Anzac Provost Corps. 



 

 

Errol was initially allocated as a 

gunner with the 2nd Section of the 

Divisional Ammunition Column 

(DAC). Private Cowen sailed with 

his unit; the men were aboard the 

troopship, Rangatira, when it sailed 

from Brisbane on 25 September 

1914, the ship then joined other 

vessels in the southern states and 

became part of the 1st Convoy to 

leave Australia. 

The 1st Divisional Ammunition Column continued its training in Egypt within the 1st Division, 

however when it came time for the landing on the Gallipoli peninsula, it was decided not to land the 

unit, the belief being that the unit would probably be utilised in the Middle East against the Turks.  

Members of the unit were dispatched to Lemnos Island, where they helped unload stores and 

ammunition for a time.   

Most of the unit was returned to 

Egypt, with the frustration of 

remaining in Egypt as the fighting 

occurred on Anzac Cove many of the 

men volunteered for the artillery as 

gunners, for most this was a simple 

transfer within their Brigade (Errol’s 

rank was already  Gunner) .  On 12 

August 1915 Cowen was transferred 

to the 7th Battery of the 3rd Field 

Artillery Brigade, he was then sent to 

join the battery, portions of which 

were serving with their guns on Anzac.   



 

 

On 27 August Errol had 

to be evacuated from the 

peninsula, he was 

described as suffering 

shock and an injured 

back, he was sent to 

Malta for treatment 

aboard the hospital ship 

George.  After only a few 

weeks at Malta Errol was 

transferred to the London 

General Hospital at 

Wandsworth.  Cowen’s 

file shows that he 

remained in the U.K. up 

until late February 1916. 

On 5 March 1916 Cowen returned to duty back in Egypt, he did so at the Overseas Base at Ghezireh.  

However after only a few days Errol was admitted to hospital for a further period. 

Upon his return to duty Cowen was detached to the Garrison Headquarters at Zeitoun, where he was 

given the role of a military policeman (garrison).  Errol remained in that role for several weeks. 

On 3 April 1916 Trooper Cowen was sent to Abbassia (shown below) to formally train as a military 

policeman with the aim of becoming part of the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  The men that 

were to be mounted troops were allotted to training ‘squadrons’, the men to serve dismounted in Cairo 

were allotted to ‘sections’.  Cowen became part of A Squadron, below is a copy of a letter from 

Errol’s father, James complaining of a lack of mail getting to his son.  A common problem for many 

soldiers and particularly to men, like Errol, that had transferred units and location frequently. 



 

 

Another letter from around the same time on Errol’s file from his father dated 1 September 1916, 

once again re-iterated that his son had not received any mail for his family for ‘nearly six months’.  

 

 

 

Denzil would join his brother at Abbassia on 26 July 1916, he also training to be a mounted military 

policeman.  Errol completed his training and in early October 1916 was detached to the Kantara 

Detachment for duty; he appears to have gained his lance corporal stripe by now. 

 



 

 

In mid-December 1916 Lance Corporal Errol Cowen is shown as being attached for duty with the 1st 

Light Horse Regiment, indicating he was now part of a specially raised ‘fighting troop’ under the 

command of Lieutenant Peter Martin.  The idea of the troop was that the men were attached to a light 

horse regiment to gain active service, so that all the men within the Anzac Provost Corps in Egypt 

were seen to have had frontline experience. Errol’s brother also joined him in the fighting troop. 

 

On 25 January 1917 Errol was promoted to the rank of corporal (temporary). Only five days later on 

30 January the fighting troop was formally re-absorbed by the provost corps, many of the men 

continuing to serve with Lieutenant Martin at Deir-el-Belah.  Corporal Cowen may have spent a short 

time there until being posted to the Moascar Detachment; his file shows him being reprimanded on 5 

July 1917 for;  

 Neglecting to obey G.R.O. No 733 in that he had a light burning in his tent at 0800 on 4/7/17. 

 

Cowen was still at Moascar when he was promoted to sergeant (temporary) on 1 September 1917.  

On 18 February 1918 Cowen was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant and only a few weeks later was posted 

from Moascar for duty with the Anzac Mounted Division.  Errol joined the Division on 12 March 

1918; he did so as the APM’s understudy, at the time the Anzac Mounted Division was at Jerusalem, 

the city is shown below. 

 

 

The photo to the left comes from The Queenslander 

dated 18 May 1918; it was captioned TWO 

BROTHERS IN PALESTINE. It shows Errol (to the 

left) and Denzil. 

 

 On 26 April Lieutenant Cowen took over the duties 

of APM of the Anzac Mounted Division.  On the night 

of 29 April the Australian Mounted Division crossed 

the Jordan River and advanced towards Es Salt.  

Elements of the Anzac Mounted Division also 

accompanied the Aust Division. 

 

Police controlled the crossing of the river.  Es Salt was 

occupied on 30 April, but heavy fighting continued 

for the next five days.  About 650 prisoners were 

taken at Es Salt; they were processed and then sent 

back to a collecting station at Ghoraniyeh. All police in Es Salt did useful work in collecting 

abandoned stores and war material.  The retirement from Es Salt commenced on the evening of 3 

May, during the retirement Cowen’s police did useful work in directing traffic on difficult and 

dangerous parts of the track.  



 

 

Prisoners being supervised by MMP from the 3rd Light Horse Brigade Headquarters at Es Salt.  AWM B00078 

Police from D.H.Q. Anzacs helped stop the troops grouping unnecessarily, thereby restricting 

potential artillery targets, the mounted troops retired back to around Jericho.  The Jericho area was 

now crowded with troops, the Anzac Mounted Division took charge of the ‘right sector’ and 

continued to maintain control of the Ghoraniyeh bridgehead. 

 

On 10 May the Anzac Mounted Division handed over to the 1st Mounted Division and began to retire 

back to Jerusalem, were it was to rest.  A halt was made at Telat ed Dumm from the 11 th to the 15th; 

here the police were primarily employed in regulating the limited watering points.  Bethlehem was 

reached on 16 May, here Captain Watts and his detachment that had been at Ayun Kara rejoined the 

other Anzac Mounted MMP.  

 

The mounted division’s now resumed a rotation system (as they had in 1917), spending a month in 

the line, a few days at Telat ed Dumm and then a month at Bethlehem.  This system remained in place 

until the final drive in September.  The police primarily controlled the roads and traffic around 

Bethlehem, they were also employed in preventing pollution of streams by strict adherence to use of 

nominated watering points only.  The heat and dust proved taxing on all troops, including the MMP.  

 

The rotation meant that the troops had greater access to alcohol, both legal and the local’s potent 

illegal stashes, as well as the temptation of the local prostitutes.  Piquet’s were quickly established as 

well as regular policing patrols, to at least reduce the trouble with the local inhabitants’ and help keep 

the troops in check. 

 

The Historical Record of Police Work in the AIF in Egypt, compiled by I.C.J. Holmes, details the 

military police movements within the Anzac Mounted Division for September and October 1918.  On 

5 September the GOC of the Anzac Mounted Division, Major General Sir E.W.C. Chaytor, KCMG, 

took command of all troops in the Jordan Valley, they were now referred to as ‘Chaytor’s Force’.  By 

now all of the MMP within the force were armed with revolvers (some had still been carrying rifles 

up until this time). 



 

 

 

Jericho had now become a major collection for prisoners; they would be processed there and then 

escorted back to Jerusalem.  A large compound at Jericho was manned by military police ready to 

receive expected large numbers of prisoners. 

 

The photo (below) is from Sergeant Bert Toone’s collection, he is the figure in the back row marked 

by the cross.  I believe the photo possibly shows some of the MMP from the Anzac Mounted Division, 

the figure circled is most probably one of the four officers listed above, possibly to his left may also 

be another provost officer, he is not wearing a Sam Browne so that is not verified. 

 

 

Errol was admitted to the 36th Stationary Hospital at Cairo (?)  By the end of October Cowen was 

considered fit to return to duty, he did so in Cairo; not rejoining one of the fighting divisions.   

 

On 27 November Cowen was posted to the Moascar Detachment.  Still rundown due to his recent 

bout of dysentery and recurring attacks of malaria, in early December Errol was once again admitted 

to hospital.  On 18 December 1918 a now 27 year old Cowen fronted a medical board at Port Said. 

  

The medical board recorded that Cowen had a ‘marked debility following recurring dysenteric 

diarrhea and probably latent malaria’.  It was recommended that Errol return to Australia for a six 

month change (rest) before returning to duty.   

 

Lieutenant Cowen began his return to Australia aboard the Leicestershire from Suez on 22 December 

1918, he did not return to the Middle East. Errol Cowen’s appointment in the AIF was terminated on 

1 April 1919 in Sydney (2MD). 

 

Errol appears to have moved back to the Redcliffe area in East Brisbane after the war.  On 23 July 

1919 the Brisbane Courier reported the marriage of ‘Lieutenant Errol Cowen (eldest son of Mr and 

Mrs G.A. Cowen, Orient House, Redcliffe) to Miss Eileen Brown (of Sydney).’ On 29 July 1920 Errol 

and Eileen Cowen had a son. 

 

Errol and Denzil’s sister, Audrey, married Lieutenant Walter McTaggart on 18 March 1919.  

Lieutenant Errol Cowen was best man, a newspaper article described that McTaggart and Cowen had 

both served on the Gallipoli peninsula, McTaggart with the 9th Battalion, Errol with the ‘NSW 

Artillery’. 

  

Audrey’s bouquet was tied with black and blue ribbons, the colours of the 9th battalion.  After a family 

wedding breakfast in East Brisbane, Lieutenant and Mrs McTaggart left to return to Canungra. 



 

 

LIEUTENANT Jack Nigel COX 
 

Jack Cox was born at Mudgee in January 1891, like many young men he had served for a time in the 

school cadets (senior cadet 8 months).  By 1914 Jack’s family were living on ‘Guntiabah’ near 

Coonabarabran, Jack was by now 23 years old and described himself as an engineer, indicating he 

was probably not on the family farm at that time.  

 

Joining up on 14 September 1914, Cox became a trooper with B Squadron in the 6th Light Horse 

Regiment (regimental number 240).  Sailing aboard the troopship Suevic on 21 December 1914 the 

6th Regiment headed for Egypt as part of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade.  The regiment disembarked in 

Egypt on 1 February 1915.  The regiments of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade landed on Anzac Cove in 

late May 1915 and were attached to the 1st Australian Division.  The bulk of the 6th Regiment became 

responsible for the sector on the far right of the ANZAC line. 

 

On 11 July 1915 Jack was evacuated to Malta due to sickness- primarily deafness, an entry elsewhere 

confirms the admission was related to shell-shock.  Cox was sent to Malta aboard the hospital ship 

Dongolaand Ansonia (the ships original name), he was admitted to the Florina Hospital for treatment 

on 16 July.   

 

On 28 July Cox was transferred to the All Saints Hospital, still on Malta.  Exactly there months after 

his arrival on Malta Jack was transferred to England.  Details of Cox’s treatment in England are scant 

on his file; he did spend a short time at the 2nd GC Southland Hospital at Bristol. 

 

It appears that Jack remained in the Bristol area right up until March 1916; on 8 March he marched 

into an Australian Depot at Weymouth as he prepared for a return to Egypt.  On 25 March Trooper 

Cox began his return voyage to Egypt as part of No 26 Draft. 

 

Rather than re-joining his regiment in early April 1916 Cox volunteered to join the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps.  Jack marched into a military police training camp at Abbassia; he was formally 

accepted onto the strength of the provost corps on 3 April. 

 

Trooper Cox appears to have remained at Abbassia, even after most of the men had completed their 

training and were posted to the Western Front or England.  The Abbassia Detachment was part of the 

mounted section of the corps and helped police Cairo and the various camps and Depots close to 

Abbassia. On 25 January 1917 Cox was promoted to corporal (temporary).  

 

Shortly after his promotion Corporal Cox was attached to the Northern 

Section at Romani, most probably at that time under the command of 

Lieutenant Peter Martin (shown right), the Northern section was part 

of the mounted section of the corps.    

 

On 14 July 1917 Corporal Cox was transferred to work for Lieutenant 

Martin, as he carried out duties in the Canal Zone.  Lieutenant Martin 

had been tasked to better organise the use of the Egyptian labourers 

who worked for the allies. 

 

To do this it was decided that a lead seal would be added to the cord that held an identity disc worn 

around the neck of the labourers, the seal was supposed to prevent the removal of the discs.  

Lieutenant Martin had several troopers to help him with this task, however ignorance and deliberate 

tampering by the labourers meant that the lead seal was never truly effective, and after several months 

the system was scrapped.  



 

 

On 17 February 1918 Cox was promoted to sergeant, five days later he was transferred to the Moascar 

Detachment.  The Moascar Detachment was by now a large detachment with one officer and around 

sixty men, it also handled men joining the corps and being transferred to other detachments.  On 5 

March Sergeant Cox was sent forward to the detachment at Gaza, as the light horse moved forward 

towards Jerusalem the military police would send detachments to the major captured centres.  

On 27 July 1918 Cox was sent back to Cairo and then to Zeitoun to attend officer training.  Cox 

remained an officer cadet up until the end of 1918.  On 1 January 1919 Cox was granted his 

commission and was taken on by the Australian Provost Corps. 

2nd Lieutenant Cox was posted initially to Cairo; on 1 April he was formally promoted to lieutenant.  

On 13 May 1918 Cox was posted to the Australian Divisional Headquarters (still in Cairo?).   

Cox appears to have remained in Cairo until July, on 26 July 1919 Cox began his return to Australia 

aboard the Burma.  Lieutenant Cox’s appointment in the AIF was terminated on 31 October 1919, 

his final medical inspection read like the bulk of the AIF;  

 “I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by war service, and feel fit and 

well.” 

 

761 TROOPER John James DEMPSEY 

 

John Dempsey enlisted at Clareville, Queensland on 6 January 1915.  John stated that he was nearly 

27 years of age and worked as a horse breaker before joining the AIF. Trooper Dempsey became part 

of A Squadron, 11th Light Horse Regiment.  The Regiment sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship 

Medic on 2 June 1915. 

Upon their arrival in Egypt it was decided to split the 11th to re-enforce the Light Horse Regiments 

that were fighting dismounted on the Gallipoli peninsula.  John was one of those transferred to D 

Squadron of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment; he joined his new squadron on the peninsula on 29 August.  

John remained on Anzac Cove until the final evacuation in December 1915. 

Upon his return to Egypt John was admitted to hospital suffering from the mumps.  On 22 February 

1916, he returned to his original unit, the 11th Light Horse.  John’s documents show that during the 

next couple of months he was sent for a stint with the Cairo Town Piquet. 

Apparently having enjoyed his duties in Cairo, John decided to transfer to the Anzac Provost Corps.  

On 19 May he became batman to Lieutenant K.F. McLennan from the Anzac Provost Corps. 

In early August 1916, John was transferred to England; he then did a short stint with the GMP 

(Australian Garrison Military Police) in London.  John was then sent for his formal Military Police 

training at Tidworth.   

On 11 March 1917 Trooper Dempsey was sent to France.  Arriving at the base depot at Etaples, 

several days later he was detached for duty with the APM at Le Havre.   



 

 

Le Havre was the site of a large 

Australian Depot, Australian 

reinforcements, or men returning 

from hospital were sent from the 

Overseas Training Brigade in 

England to the Le Havre Depot. The 

men were maintained at the depot 

until drafted to their unit at the front. 

While stationed at Le Havre, John 

was appointed Lance Corporal.  

 After two months John 

was detached for duty 

with the 5th Australian Division, he 

reverted to the rank of Trooper.  John remained with the 5th Division for the remainder of his time 

while on the Western Front.  In mid-November 1917 John became eligible for two weeks leave in the 

UK. 

Trooper John Dempsey was one of those men of the 5th Division’s provosts that was wounded by an 

enemy shell that struck their billet at Daours on the morning of 20 May 1918 (see Lin Harston).  John 

was severely wounded by shrapnel, his right leg being badly knocked about.  

John was admitted to the 14th Field Ambulance suffering shrapnel wounds to his leg, shoulder and 

neck.  The tibia of his right leg was fractured in two places, which caused considerable displacement; 

he also suffered a fracture of the fibula.  John was quickly evacuated back to the Casualty Clearing 

Station and then sent to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital. 

On 27 May John was sent by hospital ship to England, he was admitted to the County of Middlesex 

Hospital at Napsbury.  It was not until 19 September that John was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary 

Hospital at Harefield. 

John’s injury saw him earmarked for a return to Australia.  On 5 January 1919 he boarded the 

Kanowna to begin his voyage home.  John Dempsey remained in the AIF as he underwent several 

operations and then rehabilitation; he was finally discharged on 31 March 1921. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4481 TROOPER William Francis Patrick DE WELDON 
 

William Francis De Weldon was born at Adelaide, but by the outbreak of the ‘Great War’ he was 

working as a kiln labourer in Brisbane.  De Weldon was married with three children, he and his family 

lived in Lutwyche, Brisbane. 

 

Frank was nearly 23 years old when he enlisted on 17 September 1915; he became part of the 14th re-

enforcements for the 9th Battalion. The Gallipoli campaign was over and the bulk of the AIF were 

back in Egypt by the time Frank’s draft sailed, they did so aboard the Wandilla leaving Brisbane on 

31 January 1916.  The portraits below are from The Queenslander dated 26 May 1917 (showing the 

huge backlog of portraits to be published). 

 

 

 

 

The Wandilla (shown right) docked at Alexandria on 

5 March. A fortnight later, while at a training camp 

Frank was charged for failing to attend a 2pm parade; 

he was located within the camp several hours later.  

As a result he was confined to quarters for 7 days and 

forfeited 3 days’ pay.  

 

With the call for volunteers for the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps in late March / early April 1916 

initially only those with Gallipoli service were accepted.  Due to a lack of volunteers the call was 

extended to suitable men arriving in Egypt as re-enforcements, Frank was one of those accepted on 3 

April 1916 to train at Abbassia and accept their suitability to be military police. 

 

Frank was one of those men that upon completing part of their training were sent to the Western Front 

to make up MMP numbers there.  Those men were sent to Marseilles aboard the Oriana on 6 June, 

arriving in the south of France about a week after sailing. 

 

Initially Frank became part of the 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP element.  The men shown below are 

from that detachment, but the date of the photo is unknown.  Warrant Officer William Kenny is seated 

to the right of his APM, Major William Smith, DSO (centre front), they are the only two identified 

in the photo. 
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Trooper De Weldon 

remained with the 1st 

Anzac MMP up until 

12 February 1917.  

 

On 12 February Frank 

was detached for duty 

with the MMP 

element of the 2nd 

Anzac Headquarters.  

De Weldon with the 

2nd Anzac MMP when 

he was wounded by 

shrapnel, caused when 

a bomb was dropped 

by a German 

aeroplane on 2 April 

1917.  Receiving only 

minor wounds to his ankle frank attended the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station and remained there for a 

month when he was deemed fit to return to duty.  

 

Trooper De Weldon remained with 2nd Anzac Headquarters and in September 1917 became eligible 

for ten days leave to the U.K.  Shortly his return to duty William transferred back to 1st Anzac 

Headquarters.   

 

After a week at 1st Anzac Frank was detached to the 5th Division’s MMP, joining that 

detachment on 27 October 1917.  Major Langley still had command of the 

detachment; Frank remained with the 5th Division for the remainder of 1917 and the 

first half of 1918. 

Frank De Weldon fell afoul of his superiors in July 1918, when he attempted to alter his paybook; 

presumably to draw extra money that he was not entitled to.  As a result Frank was court-martialled 

over the matter and was transferred to divisional Headquarters while being charged.  Although he 

pleaded not guilty the court martial found otherwise, he was found guilty and was sentenced to 90 

days FP (Field Punishment) No 2.  

 

After completing a month of the sentence the remaining 60 days was remitted, Frank was formally 

transferred back to the 9th Battalion on 29 August 1918.  In early November Frank was admitted to 

hospital suffering from the flu, he was evacuated to the 3rd AGH at Abbeville.  

 

On 8 November Frank was evacuated back to England, he was admitted to the 4th Southern General 

Hospital at Plymouth.  With the signing of the armistice only three days later De Weldon would not 

need to return to France.  

 

De Weldon was granted a passage back to Australia aboard the Delta in February 1919. Frank arrived 

back in Brisbane on 18 March and was discharged shortly after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3027 CORPORAL Thomas DOBSON 

 

Thomas Dobson had to get his parent’s consent to enlist when he joined up on 3 August 1915, at the 

time he was 18 and a half years of age.  At the time of enlisting Thomas stated that he was working 

as a plumber, like most young men of his generation had participated in compulsory military training, 

he had served for several years with the 58th Regiment, Senior Cadets. 

Thomas also had an older brother, (David?) who served in the AIF.  Enlisting in Melbourne Thomas 

spent around three weeks at a Melbourne depot; he was then allotted to be part of the 10th re-

enforcements for the 8th Battalion (his official enlistment date on most documents is recorded as 8 

August). 

During training Thomas was quickly promoted 

to the rank of acting corporal, his draft sailed 

from Melbourne aboard the Osterley (shown 

right) on 29 September 1915.  The voyage to 

Egypt would normally take the troopships 

around a month.   

On 13 November 1915 Thomas was admitted to 

the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Egypt. A note on his 

file shows his transfer to the Helouan Convalescent Camp recovering from ‘lumbago’ in mid-

November.  Dobson’s file notes are scant for this time, but it appears that on 4 January he was 

admitted to a hospital at Helouan suffering dysentery.  

In late March 1916 Thomas answered a call for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  

Thomas was taken on strength for training and assessment at a camp at Abbassia (on the outskirts of 

Cairo) on 3 April 1916.  It would appear that Thomas had in fact retained his rank of corporal in 

Egypt and continued to do so with the provost corps. 

Thomas completed his training and was one of the party that was sent to England on 3 August 1916, 

these men were to set up a base depot for thee Anzac Provost Corp in the U.K.  This contingent of 

men sailed for England aboard the Tunisian.  Initially the provost corps set up in Parkhouse, but after 

only a short time transferred to Tidworth where the Anzac Provost Corps took up residence in 

Bhurtpore Barracks.   

In mid-December Thomas was posted to France, after a brief time at the Etaples Depot 

Corporal Dobson was attached for duty with the MMP element of the headquarters of 

the 5th Division.  Thomas joined the 5th Division on 31 January and served with his unit 

on the Western Front up until August 1917. 

On 24 August Thomas was admitted to the 15th Field Ambulance with tonsillitis, he would remain in 

France while recovering.  Thomas’ received treatment at hospitals at St Omer, Boulogne and 

Tronville, but after each treatment and when sent to a convalescent depot or base depot he would 

relapse and be re-admitted back to hospital. 



 

 

In November 1917 Thomas was admitted to the 2nd General Hospital at Havre, his condition was now 

identified more accurately as albumaria rather than tonsillitis.  Albumin refers to blood deficiencies 

and under nutrition, in August Thomas had started to notice swelling to his face and legs. 

On 7 November 1917 Thomas was evacuated from the hospital at Le Havre back to the 5th Southern 

General Hospital at Portsmouth.  A medical report from Portsmouth stated that Dobson suffered from 

backaches and continued to have throat trouble, a condition that Thomas stated he had suffered 

throughout childhood. 

Thomas was transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford.  Thomas’ condition 

improved slightly and then he would relapse once again, complaining that he felt weak and unwell.  

In February 1918 Thomas was sent to No 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott. 

A further diagnosis of nephritis was added to his file.  On 12 May 1918 Thomas was medically 

downgraded to C3 and it was recommended that he be returned to Australia.  The medical board 

agreed that he was suffering nephritis and that previous urinary problems had been aggravated by his 

military service.  Despite aches and pains, Thomas apparently only looked a little puffy under the 

eyelids. 

 

Thomas was sent back to 

Victoria aboard the Gaika 

on 28 May 1918.  The 

Gaika docked at 

Melbourne on 1 July.  

Thomas Dobson was 

discharged from the AIF 

on 10 August 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

171 SERGEANT Michael Vincent DOOLEY 

Michael Dooley fronted to enlist at Melbourne on 3 March 1915, although his formal enlistment date 

often appears as the latter date of 15 March. Michael was the son of ___ and Annie Dooley of 

Rushworth, he was nearly 21 years of age, he was still single and described himself as a clerk prior 

to enlisting. Michael’s younger brother, Thomas, also served, enlisting in September 1915. 

Michael (also seen on some correspondence using his second name of Vincent) spent about a month 

and a half at a smaller depot before being allotted to A Company with the 24th Battalion, continuing 

his training at the Broadmeadows Camp. The 24th Battalion was raised in May 1915 at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.  

Along with the 21st, 22nd and 23rd Battalion, the 24th Battalion formed part of the 6th Infantry Brigade, 

which was assigned to the 2nd Division. It had originally been planned that the battalion would be 

raised from personnel drawn from outside of Victoria and it was designated as an "outer states" 

battalion meaning that it would draw its recruits from the less populous states of Queensland, 

Tasmania, South Australia and Western Australia; however, due to the large number of recruits that 

had arrived at Broadmeadows at the time it was decided to raise the battalion there, from Victorian 

volunteers. As a result of the hasty decision to raise the battalion very little training was carried out 

before the battalion sailed from Melbourne just a week after being formed.  

.Organised into four rifle companies, designated 'A' through to 'D', with a machine gun section in 

support, the battalion had an authorised strength of 1,023 men of all ranks. The AWM photograph 

below (DAX0524) was taken on 6 June 1915, it shows A and B Company at the Broadmeadows 

Camp a few days before sailing.  
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The 24th Battalion sailed for Egypt aboard the Euripides, departing the Port of Melbourne on 10 May 

1915. The battalion received an enthusiastic send-off as family and friends gathered at the wharf to 

farewell the troopship. 

 

After arriving in Egypt, the 24th completed its training during July and August before being sent to 

Gallipoli in early September as reinforcements for the forces that had landed there in April. Arriving 

on the peninsula on 4 September, the 24th served in the Lone Pine sector, taking over responsibility 

for the front line the on 12 

September. The position was very 

close to the Turkish trenches and 

was hotly contested. The position 

was so tenuous, that the troops 

holding it had to be rotated 

regularly, and as a result the 24th 

spent the remainder of the campaign 

rotating with the 23rd Battalion to 

hold the position against determined 

Turkish mining operations. 

Private Michael Dooley served with his battalion on the peninsula up until 11 December 1915. On 

that date he was evacuated suffering from frostbite, he was only a few weeks short of the final 

evacuation of the peninsula. Michael was taken back to Alexandria aboard a hospital ship where he 

was admitted to the 15th General Hospital. 
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The early months of 1916 saw Michael in and out of hospital, including a stint at a hospital at Abbassia 

because of a venereal affliction. Mid-March 1916 saw him at a depot at Ghezireh preparing to re-join 

the 24th Battalion. 

Michael volunteered to join the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps in late March 1916, he easily 

met the physical requirements and had the desirable background of having seen active service (on 

Gallipoli). Michael began his training at Abbassia on 3 April, younger brother, Thomas would also 

join him at Abbassia. 

The portrait of Michael (shown left), is probably 

taken at Abbassia, Thomas also had his photo 

taken as well. The combination of the pith helmet 

and bandolier confirms it was taken during 

training to be a military policeman. 

However rather than heading to England with his 

Thomas and that large military police contingent, 

Michael remained at Abbassia with the view to 

re-joining the 24th Battalion. On 26 August he 

was sent to Moascar to a details Camp as he 

prepared to re-join his battalion. 

On 21 September 1916 Michael was sent to 

England aboard the Nile. It’s unclear if Michael 

had changed his mind by now, but once in 

England on 6 October he again rejoined the 

Anzac Provost Corps. 

Michael marched into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, it’s unclear if he remained at Tidworth, or if 

he served with one of the smaller detachments in the U.K. Michael was promoted to lance corporal 

on 1 January 1917 and later on in the year on 1 September he was promoted to the rank of corporal. 

A hospital admission to a Fovant hospital on 24 June 1918 shows that Corporal Dooley was possibly 

now with the Fovant detachment. The Fovant Detachment was under the control of an APM (provost 

officer) with the detachment numbering around 30 men.  

The Fovant Army Camp was one of 

many that were erected on or around the 

Salisbury Plains, it could accommodate 

nearly 20,000 men in numerous 

prefabricated huts (see postcard). A 

railway spur line was built from nearby 

Dinton Station to assist in the supply of 

materials, it would also carry supplies to 

the various camps, as well as giving the 

men travel to the larger surrounding 

towns when on leave.  



 

 

Australian and British troops shared the camps. The main portion of the Fovant Camp was East 

Farm, it housed five groups of accommodation and had many recreational huts which included a 

cinema, YMCA and a Post Office. There was also a large military hospital there that could handle up 

to five hundred patients. The Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers (British) had camps in this area.  

The second part of the Fovant camp was Sutton Mandeville and although it was administered by the 

main headquarters it had its own Post Office, YMCA and training grounds. Five miles to the east of 

Fovant was the third portion of the camp Compton Chamberlayne, it was a camp requisitioned from 

the Hurdcott farms. Hurdcott Camp (as it was known) accommodated many British units up until 

March 1917, when it was largely taken over by Australian troops, it was initially known as No 3 HQ 

Depot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Australian troops it was later more commonly referred to as being No 4 Command Depot. There 

was also a recuperation hospital at Tisbury about four miles to the west. Australian troops were often 

accommodated at the Fovant Camps for several months.  

The Fovant Camps became well-known and easily distinguishable because of the large chalk badges 

that the soldiers carved out of the nearby chalk hills. The men had to be careful to carry out that work 

in the early morning as there was a rifle range nearby to the carvings.  

Michael was back to duty at Tidworth on 3 July 1918, he was promoted to sergeant in mid-October 

1918. He remained in England throughout 1918 and was then transferred to the London detachment 

on 30 January 1919, he remained at London for several months.  

On 31 May 1919 Sergeant Dooley was posted to France for duty with the APM at Charleroi. Charleroi 

was one of the staging areas that housed many Australian units as they awaited demobilisation. 

Michael returned to London towards the end of August.  

It was not until 31 October 1919 that Michael’s own repatriation occurred, he actually chose to take 

his discharge in England on that date, he would have had to justify his reasons for remaining in the 

U.K. Michael’s address on discharge was given as 115 Graham Road, Wimbledon, London, a later 

enquiry from the Army shows an address of Knowles Arms, Salisbury Street, Shaftesbury.   



 

 

3804 PRIVATE Thomas Gerome DOOLEY 

Thomas Dooley hailed from Rushworth, he was only 18 years of age (or so he claimed) when he 

enlisted on 24 September 1915, his older brother Michael had enlisted in March. Thomas told the 

recruiting clerk that he had seen two years’ service as a cadet, he recorded that he was working as a 

blacksmith prior to joining up, he would have had his father (___) and mother’s (Annie) permission 

to enlist. 

Thomas spent a month at a depot battalion and then in early November was allocated to the 12 th 

Battalion. In mid-December 1915 he was re-allocated and became part of the 9th reinforcements for 

the 21st Battalion, continuing his training at the Broadmeadows Camp.  

Private Dooley 

sailed with his 

reinforcement draft 

aboard the 

troopship Warilda 

departing the Port 

of Melbourne on 8 

February 1916, the 

Warilda is shown 

right. The ship was probably still in this livery when Thomas sailed over the next few years she 

would have differing appearances, at one stage in a camouflage livery at another stage bearing the 

red and white of a hospital ship.  

Upon their arrival in Egypt the men would have spent further time at a depot prior to joining their 

battalion. Thomas was still at that depot (at Abbassia?) when he responded to the more widespread 

call for volunteers for the Anzac Provost corps. Officially he was taken on strength by the provost 

corps on 3 April 1916, in reality he did not actually get transferred to Abbassia until 29 April. 

Thomas (left) joined his brother Michael, in training 

to become a military policeman. Thomas most 

probably remained at the Military Police Training 

Depot at Abbassia for the bulk of the time that it was 

located at Abbassia. In early May a detachment of 

men was sent to become the Cairo Detachment, 

Thomas most probably continued his training.  

The portrait shown of Thomas (left) is most probably 

taken during his time at Abbassia, Michael also has a 

portrait taken no doubt at the same sitting, the men 

while training at Abbassia wore the pith helmet 

shown, the bandolier was similarly adopted by the 

provost corps, as many of the men were in fact 

mounted troops.  



 

 

Towards the end of July 1916 the training 

was wrapped up, the bulk of the remaining 

men were to be sent to England to help 

form a Australian Provost Depot there. On 

3 August three months after the formation 

of the Anzac Provost Corps a large 

contingent of military policemen headed to 

England aboard the Tunisian (shown 

right). Thomas was part of this contingent, 

it appears that his brother Michael was not, 

he remained in Egypt. 

Initially the Anzac Provost Corps new depot was located at the Parkhouse camp, but after a short time 

a permanent home of Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth was selected for the Corps. Tidworth was a 

British Army garrison town, here the corps was accommodated in comfortable barracks, even to the 

point of having electric lighting in the accommodation barracks.  

 

Thomas remained a military policeman in the U.K. up until early April 1917, his file shows by this 

time he was actually part of the Wareham Detachment. Thomas was charged and brought before 

Colonel Williams (at Tidworth) for being AWL from Wareham on 8 April 1917 and misusing his 

authority to travel on the local train network.  

Thomas was found guilty and received 10 days detention for his misdemeanour. It’s unclear as to 

whether it was Thomas’ choice to leave the provost corps or if Colonel Williams ‘suggested’ that 

Thomas did so. Private Dooley was sent to the Perham Downs depot for re-allocation and by 25 April 

he was on his way to France to join the 21st Battalion, he joined his new battalion on the Western 

front on 2 May 1917. 

Thomas served with the 21st Battalion for several months up until 9 September, on that date he was 

sent to hospital suffering scabies, he spent a week away from his battalion before returning to duty. 

When he did so he was attached to the 6th [Brigade] Machine Gun Company for duty.  

On 4 October 1917 he was wounded in action while his company was fighting near Broodseinde 

Ridge, suffering shrapnel wounds to his left leg. After a week’s treatment in France Thomas was 

evacuated back to England, where he was admitted to the University War Hospital at Southampton. 



 

 

It was not until early February 1918 

that Thomas returned to duty at No 4 

Command depot at Hurdcott. Only a 

short time later Thomas was sent for 

formal training to the Machine Gun 

training depot at Grantham.  

On 30 April 1918 Thomas ‘proceeded 

overseas’ to France, doing so via the 

Machine Gun Depot at Camiers. 

Thomas was earmarked to join the 2nd Machine Gun Battalion, he remained part of the 6th Company 

which was now part of a machine gun battalion, he was back with his unit on 7 May 1918. 

Thomas saw out the war as a machine gunner. In mid-February 1919 he spent a month as a ‘shoeing 

smith’ (due to his pre-war trade) during the absence of one of the regular shoe smiths. It was not until 

4 April 1919 that Thomas returned to England, as he prepared for a berth back to Australia.  

On 20 May Thomas began 

his return voyage to 

Australia, doing so aboard 

the troopship Nestor (shown 

right) he disembarked at 

Melbourne on 2 July. 

Thomas Gerome Dooley 

was discharged from the 

AIF on 24 August 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3531 PRIVATE Frank William DOWNIE 

I shall arise & go unto my father & shall say Father I am in need of 2 bob for the 
necessary’s of life. Glory be to the Fire & to the tongs & to the holy shovel, had it not 
been for the fender we would have been burned to a sinder Amen. 

3531 LCPL F W Downie Anzac Provost Corps 23/11/17 

This Choir will now sing the forty eleventh psalm – Aicklermitta & Brother Joe will 
pass round the Sauses (everybody stand up) 

Frank enlisted in July 1915 in 

Victoria training at the Albert 

Park Depot for a few weeks before 

moving to the larger 

Broadmeadows Camp, here he 

became part of the 11th 

Reinforcements of the 6th 

Battalion Frank stated that he was 

36 years old and gave his 

occupation as an Ironworker. He 

embarked overseas in October 

1915. 

Frank arrived in Egypt early in 

1916 and on 3 April was 

transferred to the Anzac Provost 

Corps, joining the corps at its 

Abbassia Training Camp (below). 

Frank was one of those earmarked for establishing a Provost Depot in the U.K., in early August he 

embarked for England 

where he remained until 

June 1917. On 24 June he 

embarked for France to join 

the Anzac Provost Corps 

BEF (British Expeditionary 

Force). In France he was 

posted as a MMP with the 

2nd Australian Division, in 

mid-July he was promoted 

to Lance Corporal.  

In March 1918 Frank was 

sent on a two week course of refresher training at the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction (in 

France). Frank was still in France in May 1918 when he faced a Field Court Marshall, where he was 

charged with, and pleaded guilty to, being drunk, for which he received 40 days loss of pay and 20 

days Field Punishment No. 2. 

After the above incident, Frank parted company with the Provost Corps and was transferred back to 

the 6th Battalion on the 18th of May 1918 – he remained with this unit until the end of the war. He 

eventually returned to Australia in November 1918. 



 

 

4189 SERGEANT Thomas Edward EADES 

Thomas Eades was born and bred at Hastings in New Zealand prior to moving to Australia in 1899 

when he was aged 16; upon his arrival in Victoria he quickly learnt the differences between venomous 

and non-venomous snakes.  Having learnt these skills Tom became quite adept at handling the reptiles 

and soon took to giving public demonstrations in different suburbs around Melbourne. While 

travelling to Tamba Springs near Bamba (to replenish their supply of snakes), Tom and a colleague 

stopped at a swamp and while there a group of Hindu hawkers observed them, the hawkers referred 

to Tom as Pambo – the “great snake man”.  

Sensing that this mystique could assist him, Tom adopted this title; he dressed in eastern clothes and 

painted his exposed skin brown, and called himself Pambo.  Some of ‘Pambo’s’ favourite show places 

were the St Kilda foreshore and Bourke Street in the city, so realistic was his act that it apparently 

would often fool Indians who witnessed his act. 

When he enlisted on 22 July 1915 Tom described himself as being married (he had married  Florence 

in 1913), by now he was 30 years old age, quite rightly so, he described himself as a snake expert. 

Tom took his stock to the Melbourne Zoo for safe keeping while he was to be away overseas serving.  

Tom and Florence had two children, Ralph and Theresa, unfortunately Florence died at Box Hill on 

11 August 1915, while Tom was still training.  Tom continued to serve, his son Ralph now became 

his next-of-kin, Tom left his children in the care of his late wife’s mother.  

Private Thomas Eades carried most of his training at the Ascot Vale camp, initially he was allotted to 

the 11th Battalion and then to the 10th Battalion, but finally sailed as part of the 13th re-enforcements 

for the 7th Battalion.  That draft of 150 men sailed from Melbourne on 20 December 1915.  In a later 

letter Tom stated that he played the bagpipes in the army, but looking at his file no formal verification 

of that can be made, his claim is probably correct because the Anzac Provost Corps did have had a 

bagpipe band, at least during the first few months of its existence.  Tom is probably one of the pipers 

shown below, the photo is from Abbassia (see paragraph below).   

 



 

 

Private Eades most probably never joined the 7th Battalion, which by the time Tom arrived in Egypt 

would have returned to a camp in Egypt following the Gallipoli evacuation.  With the call for 

volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps Private Eades stepped forward and despite a lack of active 

service he was accepted.  The nucleus of the Corps formed at a large camp at Abbassia, most of the 

men officially taken on strength on 3 April 1916. 

By early August 1916 the bulk of the men were deemed as being appropriately and adequately trained 

to undertake duties as military policemen.  The training had weeded out most of the men that were 

not suited to the role, most returned to their original units to soldier on.  Some of the men were sent 

directly to France to bolster numbers there. 

Eades was part of the large contingent that 

was sent to England aboard the Tunisian 

(shown right) on 3 August 1916.  These 

men were sent to Tidworth where the 

Australian Military Police in the U.K. 

would concentrate its duties and from now 

on its training.   

 

In early December 1916 a large number of men were sent from Tidworth to take up 

duties in France.  Trooper Eades joined Trooper’s Booler, Martin and Stark in taking 

up duties with the 4th Divisional MMP Detachment.  Tom would remain with the 4th Division MMP 

for the remainder of the war. 

Tom remained in reasonable health while on the Western Front; however after his arrival at the 4 th 

Division MMP he did have to be admitted to hospital suffering from piles (not an unusual ailment for 

mounted troops).  Towards the end of 1917 and then again in 1918, Tom became eligible for two 

weeks leave in the U.K.   

Trooper Eades remained with the 4th Division even after the signing of the armistice in November 

1918.  In mid-March Tom was formally mentioned in despatch, no formal wording of the despatch 

has been seen to date, but Trooper Samuel Frost and SSM Wilkinson were mentioned in the same 

despatch.  

 In May 1919 Trooper Eades was 

transferred back to Tidworth where he 

was posted for duty, he in fact spent 

most of 1919 in the U.K.  Tom appears 

to have spent most of 1919 at the 

Warminster detachment.  It was not until 

early December 1919 that Tom was 

given a passage back to Australia aboard 

the Shropshire (shown left).  Thomas 

Eades was formally discharged from the 

AIF on 21 April 1920.  



 

 

Upon his return to civilian 

life Tom resumed his interest 

in snakes; his alter ego of 

Pambo appears to have also 

been resurrected (at least to 

some extent).  In 1921 Tom 

married Irene Madigan, and 

by 1924 Tom and his second 

wife had three children, 

Leslie, John and Raymond.  

1924 shows Tom and Irene 

living in Collins Street, 

Northcote, at that time Tom 

was described as a 

manufacturer.  

As can be seen from the 

photo (above) from that year Tom was definitely involved in his passion for snakes, now on staff at 

the Melbourne Zoo.  The captioning for the photo from the The Argus (Melbourne) in December 1924 

states; After a trip to the Murray, Mr Thomas Eade, the snake expert of the Zoological Gardens 

returned with 35 fine specimens for the reptile house, nearly all of the tiger species. 

During the holiday periods at the Zoo, Tom would give demonstrations to the public on the handling 

of Tiger snakes.  It would appear that around 1928 Tom’s focus changed, when Dr Neil Hamilton-

Fairley (ex-AIF) and Dr Charles Kellaway (also ex-AIF) started to employ Tom’s services as the pair 

researched snake venom.  Tom collected the snakes, cared for them and milked them. 

 



 

 

The photo to the left is from the Canberra Times from January 1929, 

the photo is captioned; 

     “PAMBO” 

Otherwise known as Thomas Eades, Melbourne Zoo snake expert, 

who is catching snakes for Melbourne Hospital to help research 

into snake poisoning. He caught sixty at Tallangatta recently. 

The photo to the right comes from The Argus from March 1930, it 

shows Tom’s cat playing with a snake.  In the early 1930’s Tom 

was employed by the Walter and Eliza Hall Institutes as a full-time 

assistant to Dr Kellaway.  In 1935 Tom became the keeper of 

reptiles at the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories. 

Various sources state that Tom was probably bitten over forty times 

during his career.  Although initially he had a strong resistance to 

tiger snake venom, this gradually tapered off, and during the 1930’s 

he had several bites that required anti-venom and saw him placed 

on the critical list in hospital a number of times.  

In 1936 Tom applied for copyright on an instructive leaflet he produced, entitled; “First Aid 

Treatment of Snake Bite” (this 3 page leaflet is viewable on-line at the NAA).  Many snakebites and 

regular inhaling of powdered venom led to Tom developing asthma in later life.  Tom was eventually 

forced to wear a mask while working with reptiles and in later years developed a serious reaction to 

snake skin – he died from asthma in Melbourne in 1942. 

 

 

 

Footnote:  Thanks to Heather Ford (Frev) for her 

assistance in preparing this article.  Photos and some 

article details have been sourced through Trove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

416 CORPORAL Ernest John FINDLAY 

 

Ernest Findlay was born at Geelong; he described himself as a farmer on enlistment.  Joining the AIF 

on 31 January 1916, Findlay initially became part of the 11th re-enforcements for the 21st Battalion. 

A portion of that draft are shown below, the men are preparing for Guard Duty. 

 

Ernest Findlay sailed for the Middle East on 29 March.  Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, on 11 May, 

he joined the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia.  Here he was assessed for his suitability for the Corps 

and received his basic military police training. 

In August Findlay sailed from Egypt, briefly posted to Bhurtpore Barracks in England for further 

provost training before going to France.  On 12 October, Ernest was formally taken on strength with 

the provosts of the AIF in France. 

 On 25 November Findlay was promoted to Lance Corporal.  In early 1917 he was posted 

to the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound for duty, he remained at the compound 

until 21 May, when he was detached for duty with the provosts of the 5th Divisional Headquarters. 

Ernest was admitted to hospital on 14 November, suffering from boils (the provosts were mounted 

troops and like other mounted troops were prone to riding related problems).  Receiving treatment in 

France Ernest was not fit enough to rejoin his unit until 12 February 1918. 

Throughout 1918 Findlay remained with the 5th Divisional provosts, except for a brief time when he 

was detached to work for the APM at Abbeville.  During 1918 he was also mentioned in dispatch. 

Hostilities over, the need for provosts continued, on New Year’s Day (1919) Ernest was promoted to 

Temporary Corporal.  In February he was detached for duty with the DAPM in Paris, as the provost 

hotspots changed from the frontline to leave areas. 

In late March Findlay was sent for treatment (venereal disease), during his treatment his rank changed 

several times (Acting Corporal, Temporary Corporal and finally to his last rank, Extra Regimental 

Corporal).  Ernest did not return to provost duties, instead he was earmarked for a return to Australia. 

On 31 July Ernest boarded the Zealandia bound for Australia.  Ernest Findlay was discharged from 

the AIF on 17 October 1919. 



 

 

619 SERGEANT Charles White FRASER 

Charles Fraser described his trade as ‘engineering’ when he stepped forward at Melbourne on 10 

December 1914 to enlist in the 9th Light Horse Regiment of the Australian Imperial Force. He was 

23 years old at the time and he gave his sister, Gladys de Graves Fraser from St Kilda, as his next-of-

kin.  

As a Trooper, he was given 

the regimental number 619, 

after being allocated to “A” 

Squadron with the 9th Light 

Horse Regiment. His 

attestation was signed by 

Lieutenant Colonel Albert 

Miell, OC 9 LHR. His pay 

amounted to 5s /day “active” 

and 1s/day “deferred” (that is, 

to be paid to them on 

discharge). 

Charles spent a month at the 

21st Depot Battalion at 

Warrnambool before being 

sent to the larger 

Broadmeadows Camp (shown right) on 15 January 1915.  

The Darge Photographic Company took portraits of many of the men and most of the squadrons and 

companies that trained at Broadmeadows and the Seymour Army Camp, AWM photo DAX2708 

(shown below) is “A” Squadron, 9th Light Horse Regiment.  

 



 

 

The 9th Light Horse Regiment was formed as part of the 3rd Australian Light 

Horse Brigade and was attached to the Australian [Mounted] Division. The 9th 

Regiment was a composite regiment, with two squadrons made up primarily 

from South Australia (note Charles was a Victorian) and the Broken Hill region, 

its last squadron, C Squadron was primarily Victorian men. The 8th Light Horse Regiment (Victorian) 

and 10th Light Horse Regiment (Western Australian) were the other regiments within the Brigade. 

The Brigade also had numerous support units such as signals, machine-gun section, medical, etc.  

On 12 February 1915, “A” Squadron from the 9th Light Horse Regiment boarded the HMAT 

Armadale at Melbourne; the remainder of the Regiment were aboard the Karroo.  In September 1914, 

the Armadale had been converted at Cockatoo Island Dry-docks, Sydney to transport 284 troops and 

388 horses; they all arrived in Egypt on 14 March 1915 and disembarked 4 days later in Alexandria. 

They underwent further training in Mena Camp near the Pyramids, before their camp site was 

changed from Mena to Heliopolis racecourse 

 

When the Australian infantry units were dispatched to Gallipoli, it was thought the terrain was 

unsuitable for mounted troops, and so the Light Horse Regiments remained in Egypt. However, heavy 

casualties amongst the Australian infantry battalions resulted in the deployment of the 3rd Light 

Horse Brigade as reinforcements and they landed at Suvla on 20 May 1915.  On arrival, the Regiment 

was attached to the New Zealand & Australian Division and employed primarily on defensive 

activities at Russell’s Top and Rhododendron Spur. 

The War Diary of the 9 ALHR shows 120 cases of influenza 

during June 1915. Charles was one of these cases and 

evacuated from the peninsula on 23 June 1915; his file shows 

febrile (fever), rheumatism and influenza as all keeping him 

from re-joining his regiment. Initially evacuated from Gaba 

Tepe to Lemnos, he was transferred on 9 July to the 1st 

Australian General Hospital (1st AGH) at Heliopolis.  

The Australian hospital (shown right) had taken over the 

Palace Hotel at Heliopolis, many of the patients (and staff) 

were in awe of the wonderful architecture of the building. 

Charles appears to have been in and out of hospital right up 

until March 1916.  On 15 March, he finally returned to duty 

at a Heliopolis Depot (the 3rd Light Horse Reserve Training Regiment) and about a week later re-

joined the 9th Light Horse Regiment, also still at Heliopolis.  

During his hospital sojourns, Charles met Marguerite Louise Angèle Ernie, who was a voluntary 

welfare visitor in the hospital. They started courting and were married on 3 March 1916, a month 

before his transfer to the ANZAC Provost Corps. It is unusual that a copy of his marriage details is 

not in his file, although the first page of his attestation papers was changed to acknowledge Marguerite 

as his next-of-kin. 

Marguerite was a French citizen born in Cairo in 1892 and she was the only daughter of Louis and 

Olga Ernie. Olga was a Greek citizen, born in 1871 in Alexandria. Louis held a senior position with 

the Cairo-based “Caisse de la Dette Publique” (Commission of the Public Debt), established in 1876 

for the service of the Egyptian national debt. The family had an official residence in Heliopolis. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallipoli_campaign


 

 

Marguerite had married Ludwig Michelsen, a German businessman, in Cairo in 1910. It’s unclear 

what happened between Ludwig and Marguerite, but presumably the marriage had been formally 

dissolved prior to Marguerite marrying Charles. Marguerite already had three children, Louis (1911), 

Oscar (1913) and Lillian (1915) and it would be Olga, their grandmother who would later look after 

Marguerite’s children, after departing with Charles for Australia in 1919.  

Shortly after re-joining his regiment Charles answered a call for volunteers to join the newly formed 

ANZAC Provost Corps. Charles assembled with over 700 other 

men at an Abbassia Training Centre on 3 April 1916. Much of the 

training of the men occurred within the grounds of the 3rd 

Australian General Hospital at Abbassia. Like the 1st AGH, the 3rd 

AGH had taken over substantial buildings, which were part of the 

main military barracks at Abbassia. Prior to the hospital 

occupying them, the buildings had been in a state of disrepair, but were quickly brought back to a 

reasonable state. 

 

 

 

The document shown above is a copy of one of the original lists of the men accepted to train as 

military policemen. As shown Captain E Neill at that time was in charge of the corps, this is page one 

of ten pages. Swain, Partridge, Mackinnon and Proctor all became part of the Mounted Section of the 

Corps, Swain and Proctor are shown in the group photo (next page) as holding NCO rank.  



 

 

 

Another of the men who volunteered was 618 Trooper Otho Fitzgerald, also from the 

9th Regiment (note his regimental number), Trooper Arthur Bland also volunteered, 

other than those three, no others from the 9th Regiment appear to have joined the 

ANZAC Provost Corps. Private George Saunders (shown right) was another of the 

Abbassia volunteers.  

The men spent anywhere from a month up to four months at Abbassia, training and being assessed as 

to their suitability to be military policemen. Initially the training had been rudimentary skills with 

much emphasis on physical training, drill and weapons handling. With the aid of detectives from 

Australia and men that had been serving as military police in the AIF, more specific police training 

was carried out.  

At the completion of his training Charles became part of the Cairo Detachment (?). The Cairo 

Detachment was under Captain A.F. Jordan, he also had overall command of the ANZAC Provost 

Corps Egyptian Section. The breakdown below is from early 1917, it shows where the military police 

were deployed and their numbers. 

Proctor 

Swain 



 

 

The Cairo detachment was based in the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks, the barracks overlooked the famous 

Kasr-el-Nil bridge [also written as “Qasr” as per the map]. There was even an extra spur line 

connecting it to Cairo Main Station. The detachment would remain there throughout the war. The 

Cairo Detachment had a small proportion of mounted men and also had a detachment at Heliopolis, 

closer to the camps. It was a mixture of mounted and ‘infantry’ (dismounted) men. 

 

 

Taking over the policing of Australian troops in Cairo from the previous Cairo Town Piquet was no 

easy task.  Discipline within Cairo was lax and disturbances in the Ezbekieh district were an almost 

nightly occurrence.  Patrol Headquarters were set up in the Russell Soldiers Home in Sharia el Madhi, 

where there was always a Provost Officer on duty.  Initially, the AIF troops on leave did not take well 

to the presence of Australian military police, and the Guard Rooms at Kasr-el-Nil were full every 

night.   



 

 

However after several weeks of strict discipline, the troops soon settled down and offences became 

less prevalent.   By 19 May 1916, the entire Infantry Section of the ANZAC Provost Corps had moved 

into the Cairo district, and the Mounted Section took over control of the Abbassia and Heliopolis 

districts. 

Charles’ file doesn’t detail his movements while based at Cairo, or if he actually spent the majority 

of his time based at Heliopolis with the Mounted Section of the Corps. Charles remained with the 

ANZAC (later Australian) Provost Corps throughout the war. Lucy (Lucette) Fraser was born in Cairo 

in November 1916.  

Charles’ file on 16 April 1918 gives an entry detailing his return to the main Cairo Detachment from 

the Heliopolis detachment. That possibly confirms that he was part of the Mounted Section, as many 

of the men at Heliopolis were from that section.  

On 18 April 1918 Charles was formally promoted to corporal, although he gave that rank as his 

profession on his daughter Lucy’s birth certificate in 1916. Corporal Fraser was promoted to corporal 

(temporary) on 22 December 1918 which was following Corporal George French’s promotion to 

sergeant. It’s unclear if, being a corporal, that Charles was in fact wearing sergeant’s stripes during 

1918, because officially Charles was only promoted to the rank of acting sergeant on 13 January 

1919. 

One of Charles’ own photos gives a bit more 

insight into his 1918 service, his photo shows 

Charles (marked with the cross) and Sergeant 

George Saunders, the photo (in his own writing) 

is labelled as being taken in Jerusalem. In the 

photo Charles, is clearly wearing the uniform of 

the Mounted Section; George is wearing the 

uniform of the Dismounted Section. The pair of 

them were probably on escort duty in Jerusalem 

or possibly they were just on a few days leave 

together, choosing to visit the famous city now 

under British control. 

George Saunders is shown as having been a 

sergeant in February 1918, so the exact vintage of 

the photo from 1918 is unclear, if you take 

Charles file as being gospel the photo should be 

early 1919 not 1918, when he definitely had his 

sergeant rank. The stripes on each of the lower left 

arms are good conduct chevrons. These reflect 

their years of good service; both with three years’ 

service. 

Charles and Marguerite and Lucy were granted a 

passage to Australia aboard the Hungaria, leaving 

Port Said on 31 May 1919. Sergeant George 

Saunders and his wife were also onboard. 



 

 

Charles’ file shows the Hungaria arriving back in Victoria on 22 July.  Charles White Fraser was 

discharged from the AIF on 23 September 1919.  

In Australia, Charles appears to have become a station manager. He and Marguerite (and Lucy) were 

living in the Narrandera district (in New South Wales). Their second daughter Ninette (known as 

Jackie) was born at Narrandera in 1923. He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War 

Medal in 1922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles and Marguerite moved to England in 1924. Lucy remained with them to grow up there, but 

Jackie joined her half-siblings to live with their grandmother Olga in Egypt and in France. The photo 

shows Charles and Marguerite in the U.K. in possibly the 1940’s. Neither of them returned to 

Australia or Egypt again 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1944 TROOPER William Arthur GLEW 

William Glew was born at Echuca on the Murray River, by early 1915 he was working as a labourer 

in Melbourne, his family now living in Geelong.  William stated that he had served some three years 

with the Victorian Garrison Artillery prior to joining the AIF; he was 23 years of age when he fronted 

to enlist on 18 January 1915. 

Private Glew became a 

re-enforcement for the 

8th Battalion; he sailed 

for Egypt aboard the 

troopship Hororata 

(shown left) departing 

the Port of Melbourne 

on 17 April 1915.  

Upon his arrival in 

Egypt William was 

most probably sent to a 

depot at Zeitoun.  

Shortly after his arrival 

at Zeitoun, William was attached to the Garrison Headquarters as a military policeman.  On 19 July 

1915 William was promoted to lance corporal.  

William doesn’t appear to have joined the 8th Battalion, instead remaining in his role as a garrison 

military policeman for the remainder of 1915 and into 1916.  Not surprisingly when volunteers were 

called for the Anzac Provost Corps William put his name forward for service. 

William joined several hundred other men at a provost training camp that was formed at Abbassia on 

the outskirts of Cairo.  Presumably William’s firsthand experience as a GMP would have assisted 

him during training as to whether he was suitable for the role. 

In late July William was admitted to the 3rd AGH at Abbassia feeling unwell, initially his condition 

was diagnosed as being sunstroke, but that was revised to ‘suffering from the flu.’  William was fit 

enough to return to duty in early August 1916, just as the Abbassia camp was closed for military 

police training.  On 3 August the bulk of the men boarded a troopship (Tunisian) bound for England. 

This contingent of men was bound for Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  Tidworth was to become the 

focal point of Australian military police activity with the U.K.  Bhurtpore Barracks became the 

training and induction centre for those joining the corps in England.  Trooper Glew only spent a little 

over a month at Tidworth. 

On 14 October 1916 William was part of a large number of men (mostly trained at Abbassia) who 

were sent to France.  After a few days at the Etaples Depot in France, William and ____ were attached 

for duty with the 4th Division’s MMP.  William would serve with the 4th Division up until May 1917. 

In mid-May 1917 William was knocked out of a truck by a mule (possibly a rail truck?), presumably 

as his unit was deploying to a different location.  One of his feet was badly bruised and a toe was 

lacerated.  William was evacuated to a Canadian Hospital at Boulogne for treatment. 



 

 

On 20 May William was evacuated back to England by a hospital ship for further treatment, he was 

admitted to the Horton County of London Bullhead (?) Hospital.  William’s recovery appears to have 

been quite slow, it was not until 21 September that he was able to be transferred to an auxiliary 

hospital, although upon this transfer he was almost immediately sent on ‘furlo’ to further recover.   

Perhaps it was while on this furlo that he met Kate Costell from Hull, he would marry Kate in 

December 1917.  Upon his return to duty William did the usual round of Command Depots and then 

marched into an Overseas Training Brigade, typical of any soldier regaining his fitness after having 

been wounded or suffered from ill-health.  

In early December 1918 William apparently opted to re-join a battalion, he once again became a re-

enforcement for the 8th Battalion.  It appears that William didn’t head to France, probably remaining 

at a depot in Tidworth.  

However on 22 December William was formally attached from the 8th Battalion back to the Australian 

Provost Corps.  (this doesn’t appear to have been a purely administrative transfer back to the 8th 

Battalion, but an actual attempt to do so)  William also reverted to his substantive rank of private, but 

he was then attached for service with the London Detachment of the corps, which was (ironically) an 

AGMP unit (Australian Garrison Military Police). 

It appears that in 

June 1919 William 

transferred back to 

the 8th Battalion; 

however this appears 

to have been mainly 

for the purposes of 

the nominal roll 

aboard the troopship 

Windhuk (shown 

right) upon which 

William and Kate 

began their return to 

Australia on 30 June.  

One of William’s 

brothers, a Gunner 

Jack Glew had 

returned to Australia in April 1919. 

Kate and William arrived in Melbourne on 18 August 1919, William Glew (8th Battalion) was 

discharged from the AIF on 25 October.  

 

 

 



 

 

4211 Alexander James HALL 

Pte A. J. Hall – Anzac Provost Corps – Tidworth – via Salisbury England.  

Alex actually enlisted twice in the AIF, the first time in Victoria in September 1914 he enlisted into 

the 6th Battalion, embarked from Melbourne in October 1914 but was returned to Australia in April 

1915 being discharged as ‘Medically Unfit’. Apparently not put off by this experience he re-enlisted  

in September 1915 in Victoria into the 13th Reinforcements of the 5th Battalion – he was 24 years old, 

married, and gave his occupation as ‘Pipe-fitter’. He embarked overseas in December 1915 and 

arrived in Egypt early in 1916. 

Like Joe Solway and Frank Downie, Alex Hall joined the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia on 3 

April 1916. Alex was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps and with this unit he embarked 

for England in August 1916 – he remained there until August 1917 when he was sent to France. After 

a short time at the Rouelles Depot he marched out for duty at the 1st Anzac F.P. Compound (Field 

Punishment) – he remained there until well after the Armistice.  

The 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound had been established through necessity in late 1916; the 

compound was manned by members of the Anzac Provost Corps. The compound was designed to 

deal with ‘Bad Characters awaiting trail likely to escape from Battalion or Division Guard Rooms’ 

as well as men serving longer sentences for more serious offences. As at Divisional or Brigade 

Compounds (not manned by military police), the regime at the Corps Compound was strict. 

Prisoners were roused at 6.30, answering the first of several roll calls, by 8.30 they were beginning 

to drill, later in the day there was forty five minutes of pack-drill after a 5 pm tea.  Al movement 

within the compound by prisoners was at the double.  Guards forbade speaking from 7.30 on through 

the night, the prisoner’s diet was a basic one of biscuits, bully [beef] and tea, not surprisingly some 

prisoners suffered scurvy due to the poor diet.  

On 1 January 1917 Captain Arthur Edge was 

seconded for duty with the Anzac Provost Corps; it 

appears that his previous occupation of being a 

prison warder made him the logical choice in 

becoming the OC (Officer in Charge) of the newly 

formed 1st Anzac Corps Field Punishment 

Compound.  Edge modelled the compound upon 

similar lines to that used by the Lewes Detention 

Barracks in England.   

Alex continued to serve in France, taking up duty in 

February 1919 at the Staging Area that had been 

established for the Australian Forces at Charleroi in 

Belgium, he was also promoted at this time to 

corporal.  It was not until late July 1919 that he 

returned to England, even then only weeks later 

returning to France for a short time on escort duty. 

After several months at Tidworth he then continued 

to serve at the Warwick Square Detachment in 

London, eventually returned to Australia for discharge in April 1920.  

Alex Hall also served in the Army in the 2nd World War, Service number V16475. On his discharge 

in 1944 he was serving with Land Headquarters and held the rank of Corporal.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:16a_field_punishment_no1.jpg


 

 

11 TROOPER Robert J HAMILTON 

Robert Hamilton had been a mounted policeman in country Queensland prior to enlisting.  Hamilton 

didn’t join up until 17 April 1915, less than a week before the famous landing at Anzac Cove.  Robert 

was allotted to the Headquarters of the 7th Infantry brigade, presumably as a MMP.   

Although not formally verified, it would appear that Hamilton did serve as a MMP on Gallipoli, most 

probably landing on the peninsula in early September?  Evacuated back to a hospital in Cairo in 

October 1915 Robert did not return to Anzac Cove.  

In April 1916 Hamilton formally trained as a military policeman at Abbassia, on the outskirts of 

Cairo.  Becoming part of the Anzac Provost Corps he was promoted to corporal, he then served for a 

time at Port Said. 

In August 1916 he was transferred to England, serving at London (generally referred to as being a 

AGMP posting) and then later at Tidworth.  In November 1917 Robert was promoted to sergeant. 

Hamilton was posted to France in January 1918, serving at the Australian Field Punishment 

Compound for the remainder of 1918. Remaining in France up until February 1919 he then returned 

to England.  Hamilton remained in the UK until March 1920 when he returned to Australia.  

 

1325 SERGEANT Arthur Cecil HAMMOND 

 

Arthur Hammond described himself as a 28 year old labourer when he enlisted at Childers in 

Queensland on 16 November 1914.  Born in London the remainder of Arthur’s family still lived in 

the U.K., his father died while Arthur was serving during the Great War. 

 

With a regimental number of 1325 Private Hammond became part of the 1st re-enforcements for the 

15th Battalion.  The 15th Battalion was part 4th Australian Infantry Brigade, which was a ‘mixed’ 

brigade, the 13th Battalion hailed from New South Wales; the 14th Battalion was a Victorian Battalion.  

Two companies of the 15th Battalion (under the early eight company designation) were formed in 6 

MD (Tasmania); the remainder of the 15th was formed in Queensland.  The 16th Battalion was a 

mixture of 5 MD (Western Australia) and 4 MD (South Australia and Broken Hill) men. 



 

 

 

Hammond’s draft (approximately 150 men) sailed from Australia aboard the Berrima (shown above) 

on 22 December 1914 (from Melbourne).  That was as part of the second convoy to leave Australia, 

that also meant that they sailed at the same time as the 15th Battalion, which did so aboard the Ulysses, 

the battalion having also moved down to Melbourne to meet up with its Brigade several weeks earlier.  

The 15th Battalion ended up at the Aerodrome Camp near Heliopolis.  It was only a few weeks after 

the battalion’s arrival at Heliopolis on 21 February 1915; that the 1st re-enforcements joined the 15th 

Battalion.  The table below shows the men from the 1st re enforcements that joined Hammond in 

being allotted to No 1 Company (A Company?), Arthur is one of them.  

 

Arthur most probably served with A Company, but he doesn’t appear to have landed with his battalion 

on Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915.  Private Hammond doesn’t appear to have left Alexandria until 24 

April.  

 

Arthur did join his battalion on the 

peninsula, most probably in early May, 

the battalion had initially taken up 

positions at Pope’s Hill and Russell’s Top 

and had then occupied positions Quinn’s 

Post.  Private Hammond was badly 

wounded on 7 May, possibly shot by a 

Turkish sniper.  Hammond was badly 

wounded in the left arm; he was evacuated 

back to Alexandria aboard the hospital 

ship Lutzow (shown left in civilian livery). 

Hammond’s file shows that he was 

transferred to a convalescence depot at Glymenpoulo (?) on 28 May.  After about three weeks Arthur 

was discharged to duty at an Overseas Base Depot.  Rather than returning to Gallipoli Hammond 

appears to have been sent to the 15th Battalion’s Transport Section, which had remained at Maadi.  

 

Hammond was transferred to 

the Military Mounted Police 

(MMP) Detachment at Maadi 

on 22 February 1916.  Arthur 

remained a MMP at Maadi, 

not surprisingly with the call 

for volunteers for the 

formation of the Anzac 

Provost Corps Arthur stepped 

forward.  Hammond was 

accepted for training and 

assessment; he was taken on 

strength by the provost corps 

at Abbassia on 3 April 1916. 

 

Hammond was promoted to corporal on 31 May 1916.  Around the time that the military policemen 

were being allotted to their units (and various theatres of war) on 26 August, Arthur appears to have 

been transferred back to the 15th Battalion; Arthur marched back into a details camp at Moascar 

awaiting re-allocation. 

 

Hammond sailed for England on 21 September and was sent to No 3 Command Depot at Parkhouse.  

Arthur appears to have once again been on the path to re-joining the provost corps, as after only three 



 

 

days at Parkhouse he was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, Bhurtpore Barracks had 

now become the home of the Anzac Provost Corps in England. 

 

Hammond’s file is confusing, he is shown as being taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps on 

6 October, but only eight days later is shown as marching out to No 3 command Depot at Woolwich.  

Arthur then marched out to a ‘Details Company’ at No 4 Camp at Fovant on 7 December 1916 

(possibly a week earlier).  

 

Hammond then spent most of 1917 at the Hurdcott Camp, but it is unclear as to whether this was as 

a military policeman.  Perhaps Arthur was with the Hurdcott Detachment of the corps?  On 30 August 

1917 Arthur is shown as being promoted from corporal to sergeant by the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

On 23 January 1918 Sergeant Hammond was posted to France and on 3 February he was 

detached for duty with the 5th Divisional; Headquarters MMP.  Hammond only spent a 

month with the 5th Division. 

 

On 4 March Arthur was posted to the Australian Corps Field Punishment Compound (still in France) 

where he served for the next six months.  On 10 September Hammonds file shows a transfer to being 

staff at the Safe Custody Compound (possibly purely a name change for the compound).  

 

In early December 1918 Arthur became eligible to 75 days leave, which he took in the U.K.; it appears 

that at the completion of his leave he was to remain posted to England.  Hammond returned to duty 

on 24 February 1919. 

 

It appears that Arthur suffered a serious accident in April and had to be admitted to hospital (possibly 

suffering several broken limbs)?  Hammond returned to duty on 12 May; that was with the London 

Detachment.  On 18 June he marched out from London, returning to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

Arthur took part in three months NME (non-military employment) during August, September and 

October 1919, he appears to have worked on a Tramway in the Wool district (not verified).  

 

Sergeant Hammond returned to duty at 

London on 2 October 1919.  On 9 December 

Arthur was given a berth back to Australia 

aboard the Borda. Arthur Hammond was 

discharged from the AIF on 17 February 

1920 at Brisbane. 

 

Initially Arthur appears to have lived in 

Darlinghurst (Sydney).  Correspondence 

dated 1921 suggests that he may have 

moved to Auckland, however a letter 

addressed to Auckland was returned to the 

Army as being unable to find him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

752 PRIVATE Grattan Leslie HAY 

 

Grattan Hay (known as Les) was born at Terang in Victoria; he described himself as a farmer when 

he stepped forward to enlist at Colac.  Grattan was 21 years of age when he joined up, after a short 

time at an AIF Depot he was allotted to C Company of the 24th Battalion. 

Private Hay’s draft 

sailed from 

Melbourne aboard 

the Euripides on 8 

May 1915, the 

ship’s departure is 

shown right.  After 

more training in 

Egypt the battalion 

landed on Anzac 

Cove in early 

September as part of 

the 2nd Australian 

Division.  Les 

served on the 

peninsula up until 

12 December 1915, when he was admitted to a field ambulance, he was diagnosed as suffering from 

pneumonia. 

Only a few days later he was sent by hospital ship back to Egypt, on 16 December he was admitted 

to the 21st General Hospital at Alexandria, here he was reported as suffering double pneumonia.  Les’ 

parents were cabled and informed that their son was dangerously ill.  On 21 December Private Hay’s 

condition had begun to improve and he was transferred to the 1st AGH, Heliopolis. 

It was not until mid-January 1916 that Les returned to duty at Tel-el-Kebir, only to be re-admitted to 

hospital a few days later suffering appendicitis.  Hay spent the next few months recuperating 

(following an operation?) and then at various depots as he prepared to re-join his unit.  

With the call for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps Private Hay was selected and 

formally joined the corps on 3 April 1916 at Abbassia. Les spent the next four months training and 

being assessed as to his suitability to be a military policeman. 

Trooper Hay was one of those sent to the U.K. to establish an Anzac Provost Corps Depot there, that 

large contingent of men sailed for England aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916.  After a short time 

at a Parkhouse Camp the corps took up a permanent base at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. 



 

 

Tidworth was a British Military Garrison Town; the barracks the men 

occupied were substantial.  The rooms were small but the men had an 

electric light and heating, making the barracks quite comfortable. 

On 6 November 1916 Trooper Hay was charged that three days earlier he 

had left his post at Wareham without authority and subsequently being 

found to be drunk and AWL (absent without leave).  Les’s C.O., Colonel 

Williams, found him guilty of the offence, Les forfeited ten days pay for 

the offences.  

On 6 Les joined several other troopers in being sent to France to join the divisional 

MMP there.  On 18 December the trio marched out of the Etaples Depot and two days 

later were attached for duty with the MMP of the 5th Australian Division.  

Les served with the 5th Division’s MMP throughout 1917.  Hay’s file shows that he was gassed on 

24 April 1918; he was probably around the Corbie area.  The divisional MMP suffered several 

casualties from shelling (both gas and shrapnel) during the month; Les was not too badly affected by 

the gas, remaining in France for his treatment. 

On 18 May 1918 Les was fit enough to return to duty at the Le Havre Depot, from there he reported 

back to the 5th Division about a week later.  Hay remained with the 5th Division’s MMP for the 

remainder of 1918, in late August he became eligible for two weeks leave which he took in the U.K. 

On 30 December 1918 Trooper Hay was sent back to England to await a passage back to Australia 

(1915 personnel).  Les appears to have been sent to Tidworth and spent the next few months there, 

many of the provosts were retained for duty there as troops flooded the U.K. awaiting a troopship 

home, Les was promoted to corporal at Tidworth. 

In early April 1919 Corporal Hay was one of those sent to Colombo under Captain Neill and 

Lieutenant MacMeikan.  Les arrived at Colombo on 3 May.  Les remained on duty at Colombo up 

until the need for the detachment no longer existed. 

Corporal Hay returned to Victoria aboard the Delta, leaving Colombo on 16 August 1919.  Les Hay 

was discharged from the AIF at Melbourne on 17 November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4216 TROOPER Alfred Donald HURSTFIELD  
 

Alfred Hurstfield was born in August 1895 (and actually appears to have been registered as Donald 

Alfred Hurstfield), in the small Victorian town of Ararat, not far from the larger centre of Ballarat. 

Sonny (as he was most commonly known) was one of Randle and Sarah Hurstfield’s large family; 

the family had a few acres at Dobie just outside Ararat.  Dobie was a small village close to the rail 

line; it had a hall, school and a few houses. The Hurstfield kids had only a short walk across a few 

paddocks to get to school.   

Not surprisingly, when old enough Sonny went to work at the Langi Logan No2 Gold Mine, the 

underground mine was one of two that burrowed deep into the ground underneath Ararat. Sonny was 

19 years of age when he chose to join-up on 13 January 1916.  Sonny initially became part of C 

Company with the 23rd Depot Battalion at Royal Park. On 12 February 1916, he became part of 

the10th reinforcements for the 22nd Battalion, as he prepared for overseas service. 

Those men sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship, Wiltshire, leaving Melbourne on 7 March. Upon 

his arrival in Egypt, rather than joining a battalion, Sonny was accepted for training to assess his 

suitability to be a military policeman.  Several other 22nd Battalion reinforcements also volunteered. 

 

These men were lucky, most of the volunteers were men who had served on Gallipoli, and it was only 

a lack of numbers that saw other volunteers called for. Sonny became one of several hundred men 

who were taken on strength by the fledging Anzac Provost Corps in early April 1916.  The newly 

formed corps had hastily organised a training centre at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 



 

 

After training Sonny appears to have remained at 

Abbassia, helping police the Cairo district. On 18 

August, Sonny was admitted to the 3rd General Hospital 

at Abbassia, suffering from gingivitis (gum disease), 

Sonny spent a week in hospital before returning to duty.  

On 19 March 1917, Sonny was transferred to the 

mounted section of the Anzac Provost Corps, and he was 

sent to Romani, for duty with the Northern Section. Two 

months later Trooper Hurstfield was transferred to work 

for Lieutenant P Martin, carrying out duties in the Canal 

Zone. Lieutenant Martin had been tasked to better 

organise the identification of Egyptian labourers, who 

worked for the allies. 

To do this it was decided that a lead seal would be added 

to the cord that held an identity disc worn around the 

neck of the labourers, the seal was supposed to prevent 

the removal of the discs.  Lieutenant Martin had several 

troopers to help him with this task, one who appears may 

have been Sonny Hurstfield. 

However ignorance and deliberate tampering by the 

labourers meant that the lead seal was never truly effective, and after several months the system was 

scrapped. Sonny most probably continued to serve with Lieutenant Martin. 

On 9 March 1918; Sonny was transferred from Gaza back to the Moascar Detachment. The Moascar 

detachment, as well as being the headquarters for the Provost Corps Egyptian Section’s mounted 

Section, also policed the Anzac Training Centre. The 

mounted section rotated its men between Moascar and 

several other detachments, as well as those attached to 

the Mounted Divisions.  Sonny is shown to the right with 

another Light Horse mate, Sonny is standing. 

In line with that policy, on 24 March 1918, Sonny was 

detached for duty with the Desert Mounted Corps 

Headquarters. Sonny joined the Division two days later 

at Jerusalem; once again Sonny was serving under 

Lieutenant Martin. 

Barely three weeks after joining the Division, Trooper 

Hurstfield was in strife with Lieutenant Martin. Sonny 

was charged with ‘When on active service ill-treating a 

Government horse, and; Insolence to his superior 

officer.’ Sonny was found guilty of the offences and 

forfeited 7 days’ pay as a result, nine days later he was 

posted back to the Moascar detachment.  



 

 

On 4 July 1918, Trooper Sonny Hurstfield was struck off the strength of the Australian Provost Corps, 

he marched into the 4th Light Horse Training Depot, for transfer (most probably at his request) to the 

4th Light Horse Regiment. The 4th Regiment was apparently happy to accept Sonny; he joined Brigade 

Headquarters at Ludd on 19 August 1918. 

On the day of the signing of the armistice in Europe, 11 November 1918, Sonny was admitted to a 

hospital at Tripoli, suffering from malaria, Turkey had by this time already surrendered. Sonny was 

sent back to the 21st General Hospital at Alexandria for treatment.   

After treatment, Sonny was given a week’s convalescence a Montazah (rest camp), before returning 

to the 4th Regiment on 2 December. Prior to leaving Montazah Sonny had again been in trouble, 

forfeiting 2 days’ pay and being confined to barracks for 7 days for ‘Drunkenness.’ 

Only three days after re-joining his new regiment Sonny was sent for a further break at the Port Said 

Rest Camp, this time for two weeks. Sonny rejoined the 4th Regiment on 28 December 1918, the 

Regiment at that time at Tripoli. 

During the early months of 1919, Sonny served firstly at the central Training Depot at Moascar, 

before again suffering a bout of malaria that saw him admitted to the 26th Stationary Hospital at 

Ismailia. When fit enough Sonny rejoined the 4th Regiment at Damanhur on 23 March. 

Damanhur was a short distance to the east of Alexandria. The light horsemen’s return to Australia 

had been temporarily delayed as they helped to quell a rebellion in Egypt, the rebellion had begun in 

the lower provinces and then spread to Upper Egypt. The 4th Regiment was one of three regiments 

stationed near Damanhur, seven regiments were at Zagazig, one at Cairo, one near Minia, with several 

other small mobile columns.  

 

Trooper Sonny Hurstfield was one of about 20 Australian casualties suffered during the rebellion, 

most of these men were killed during short brushes with rioters. A brief report of the incident that led 

to Sonny and Alex Anderson’s death is shown above.  

Sonny is officially listed as having been killed in action on 12 April 1919. Sonny was buried in the 

Hadra War Memorial Cemetery at Alexandria.   

Endnote:  Sonny’s death occurred over six months after the cessation of formal hostilities in the 

Middle East. 

 

 

 



 

 

RSM Charles (William) Kelaher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OUR FIRST CORPS RSM   

This photo, which comes from the Boer War, shows the man who went on to become the first 

Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of the Anzac Provost Corps (during the Great War).  Unusually 

the soldier shown above is labelled as being W.J. Kelher [Kelaher] and that is actually his correct 

details to a certain extent, Kelaher in fact enlisted under the name Charles and perhaps the photo 

should have been labelled that way. William Joseph Kelaher was born at Bathurst in 1880, the son of 

John and Ellen Kelaher, William had two sisters (Linda and Belle?) and a brother (Hector), all grew 

up in the Bathurst area. 

 

William (Billy) tried to enlist early during the Boer War (1899?) and was initially rejected due to 

being underage, that is when William chose to try again and simply enlisted again shortly afterwards, 

(officially a bit older) using the name ‘Charles’ Kelaher. ‘Charles’ became 126 Trooper Charles 

Kelaher with A Squadron of the NSW Mounted Rifles, several other men from Bathurst were also 

volunteering and it is quite probable that ‘Charles’s real identity was known by several other soldier 

and simply overlooked. 

 

After the completion of his first tour of South Africa William returned to the Bathurst area.  Not 

surprisingly with the raising of the 3rd Contingent of the NSW Mounted Rifles for South Africa 

William again volunteered, on this occasion using ‘Charles Richard’ to enlist.  Despite his use of an 

alias The Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, Monday 4 November 1901, p. 2 recorded; 

 

"Corporal W. Kelaher. — Mrs. Kelaher, George-street, this city, has received a communication from 

headquarters, stating that her son, Corporal W. Kelaher, had been wounded at Shirmarel Hoek, on 

Oct- 24th, 1901. Corporal Kelaher, prior to his going to South Africa, was a member of the Bathurst 

Half-squadron Mounted Rifles. He went to the front in the transport Southern Cross, when the war 
fever was at its zenith, with the 2nd Contingent New South 

Wales Mounted Rifles, and after a period of nearly 12 months 

in South Africa returned to New South Wales, and to Bathurst, 

where he stayed for a little over a month, when he re-enlisted 

for active service with the 3rd Contingent New South Wales 

Mounted Rifles ('D' Squadron), the transport in which the 

contingent sailed being the Maplemore."  

 



 

 

William once again enlisted as ‘Charles’ Kelaher for the Great War, doing so at Kensington on 28 

August 1914, by that time he was nearly 35 years of age, he informed the recruiting clerk that he had 

already seen twelve years of service with the New South Wales Lancers (militia) and that he had also 

seen two years and nine months service during the Boer War. Charles recorded that his partner Nellie 

Robotham lived in Melbourne. 

 

Charles initially served as a sergeant with H Company in the New South Wales 3rd Battalion.  

However over in Egypt on 17 March 1915 Kelaher transferred to the 6th Light Horse Regiment with 

a new regimental number of 672, at the time he was holding the rank of sergeant.  On the Gallipoli 

peninsula he was attached to the Australian 1st Division, Ill-health (gastric ulcers) saw his evacuation 

from Anzac Cove and a return to Australia in July 1915.  Charles was formally discharged on 3 

September.   

 

Charles appears to have simply moved interstate and re-enlisted (even before his discharge had 

become final?) on 4 August 1915, on this occasion he was allotted as a private to the Victorian 8 th 

Battalion (11th re-enforcements), on this occasion Nellie was recorded as being his wife, the couple 

marrying on the 4 September 1915, shortly before William once again sailed.  Back in Egypt in early 

1916 he was again admitted to hospital for a time, with the call for volunteers for the Anzac Provost 

Corps it appears that Kelaher was selected to be the fledgling corps RSM.     

                        

Amongst the large list of the ‘Abbassia men’ 

from early April 1916 is the name A/RSM C 

Kelaher, his previous unit was the 8th 

Battalion.  Perhaps he is one of the figures 

leading and organising the parade of military 

policemen at Abbassia right?   

 

As can be seen by the various Abbassia 

photos’ several hundred men were assessed 

for their suitability to be military policemen.  

Perhaps the tall figure helping lead the 

parade on this page is Kelaher?  He is 

slightly behind several officers (possibly left 

to right; Captain Neill, a young Subaltern 

and maybe Captain Jordan?)  



 

 

 

Initially the training was primarily in military disciplines, with regular physical training.  As the corps 

got more organised and experienced the men were also taught some points on policing.  The officers 

seconded to the corps had to also quickly learn their responsibilities as APM’s as well as taking 

command of the men as they trained. 

 

RSM Charles Kelaher moved with the Anzac Provost Corps to the U.K. in early August 1916, he 

served briefly at Parkhouse, where the corps first established a depot and then at Bhurtpore Barracks 

at Tidworth where a more permanent base was set up.  In October 1916 Kelaher was sent to France, 

but after only a few weeks was returned to England once again suffering gastric trouble.  Charles 

returned to duty at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth on 4 July 1917 only to be fronted on 19 July for 

Drunkenness before his CO, Colonel Williams, he was severely reprimanded over the incident. 

 

In mid-January 1918 Charles was again admitted to hospital, not surprisingly on 10 March 1918 he 

was sent back to Australia aboard the Durham Castle (below left).  Kelaher was offloaded briefly at 

Cape Town and completed his voyage aboard the Orontes (below right); he arrived at Melbourne on 

10 May 1918. Charles Richard Kelaher was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit on 26 June 

1918, his complaint described as Nephritis. 

 

 

 

 

William and Nellie settled in Victoria and had a son (Richard Dennis Birdwood Kelaher) on 9 July 

1919, it appears that Nellie and Jack (as Richard was known) had little to do with William as he 

deserted them in the late 1920’s.  William apparently returned to New South Wales, Nellie filed for 

divorce in 1929 on the grounds of desertion. Jack would serve during WW2. 

 

William Joseph (Charles Richard) Kelaher died near Newcastle on 21 July 1951. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

988 TROOPER Edward William George KEMP 
 

Ted Kemp was 24 years of age when he enlisted; he was some four years older than brother Reg.  Ted 

described himself as a miner when he joined up at Mackay, his official enlistment date was 30 

December 1914, a week later than Reg. 

Like Reg, Ted became part of the 5th re-enforcements for 

the 5th Light Horse Regiment, he sailed aboard the same 

troopship to Egypt as his brother.  The photo to the left 

shows Ted (standing) and Reg (sitting), the photo was 

probably taken in Brisbane prior to their departure to 

Egypt. (note the emu plumes worn on the slouch hats) 

Ted was sent to Anzac Cove in September 1915. It was 

the wintry conditions on the peninsula that took its toll 

on Ted; on 3 December he was evacuated back to Egypt 

suffering from frostbite.  Ted was admitted to No 2 

Australian General Hospital at Ghezireh on 12 

December. By 4 January Ted was fit enough to be sent 

to a convalescent camp at Helouan.   

On 14 January 1916 Ted rejoined the 5th Light Horse 

Regiment.  On 1 March Ted was shown as being sent to 

the 2nd Light Horse Reserve Regiment at Maadi, while at 

Maadi on 24 March Ted was charged with being Absent 

from Parade.  Ted was confined to barracks for 3 days for his indiscretion. 

Rather than returning to the 5th Light Horse, on 26 April Ted volunteered to join the Anzac Provost 

Corps, he once again joined his brother, Reg, who was already at the Abbassia military police training 

camp.  Like Reg, Ted was posted to the Cairo Detachment at the end of his training and assessment 

period. 

Nothing abnormal appears on Ted’s file until October 1916; on 11 October he was once again absent 

from a parade and the following day was charged and awarded six days No 2 FP (field punishment).  

Perhaps in order to ‘straighten’ Ted out, he was transferred for duty with the Anzac Mounted Division 

on 26 October, at the time the division was at Kantara. 

However by 19 November Edward was back at the Abbassia Detachment, apparently medically 

downgraded as unsuitable to serve with a fighting division.  Ted then appears to have remained 

attached to the Abbassia [Heliopolis?] Detachment, not re-joining the Cairo section, here Ted 

remained part of the Mounted Section of the Corps.  

While detached to the Heliopolis Detachment in September 1917 Edward was again in trouble, this 

time for unnecessarily firing his revolver, he was charged over the incident.  Subsequently his charge 

and punishment were published in Routine Orders, the orders are shown below, no doubt to deter 

other men from becoming blasé about their handling of their own firearms.  



 

 

 

On 18 February 1918 Edward was struck off the strength of the Australian Provost Corps, he returned 

to the 2nd Light Horse Training [Reserve] Regiment, which was now located at Moascar, for 

reallocation.  While still at Moascar in early May Ted was admitted to hospital suffering a venereal 

affliction.  

It was 186 days before Ted was deemed fit to return to duty.  Ted chose to re-join the 5th Light Horse 

Regiment, after more time at the Moascar Depot he joined the 5th Regiment on 3 December 1918.   

In mid-March 1919 Ted was granted leave to Cairo, apparently he again contracted VD and was once 

again hospitalised (for several weeks).  On 13 April he was once again charged for failing to appear 

on parade.  

Trooper Edward Kemp finally began his return to Australia in July 1919; he did so aboard the 

Oxfordshire.  Shortly after his arrival in Australia he was discharged from the AIF.   

 

 

 



 

 

952 LANCE CORPORAL Reginald Norman KEMP 
 
Reginald Kemp was 20 years of age when he enlisted on 23 December 1914; he did so at around the 

same time as older brother, Ted, the pair hailed from Mackay in Queensland.  Reg described himself 

as being single and working as a farmer when he joined up, another brother, Ray, also enlisted.  Both 

Reg and Ted would serve as light horsemen and as Military Police (MMP) for a time, ray would serve 

with the 2nd Light Horse and then in various dental units, mainly in the U.K. 

No doubt their father, William Thomas Kemp (shown left), was very 

proud of all three.  Bill had himself served as a lieutenant in the Fourth 

Queensland Imperial Bushmen Contingent during the Boer War; he 

proudly wore the Queen’s Medal with 4 clasps for the various campaigns 

he had been involved in while in South Africa from May 1900 up until 

August 1901.  As can been seen from the photo of Bill to the left, he 

continued to proudly wear his uniform, presumably as an officer with the 

local militia (not verified).  Just visible in the photo is his South Africa 

ribbon on his left chest. When his sons enlisted William described himself 

as the Proprietor of the Booningba Hotel, which was on the South Coast 

[Rail] Line, Queensland. 

Reg and Ted both became part of the 5th re-enforcements for the 

5th Light Horse Regiment; the pair were aboard the troopship 

Malakuta when it sailed from Brisbane on 22 May 1915.  The 

Malakuta (shown right) arrived in Egypt about a month later.

  

The brothers continued their training in Egypt for the next few 

months; it was not until 25 September 1915 that the pair were 

sent to Anzac Cove.  Both would serve on the peninsula until 

December, Reg unfortunately had to be evacuated to Mudros 

(Lemnos Island) on 2 December, a venereal affliction from his time in Egypt catching up with him.  

Reg was sent back to Egypt for treatment.  

It was not until 10 January 1916 that Reg was deemed fit enough to re-join the 5th Light Horse; the 

regiment was by now back in Egypt at a camp at Maadi (shown right).  Maadi was a small town on 

the outskirts of Cairo; it had a railway line to the town, this assisted in the movement of troops and 

stores. Six days after re-joining his unit Reg went AWL for a day, upon his return to camp he was 

awarded 7 days detention and forfeited 10 days’ pay. 



 

 

The AWM 

image (left) 

shows light 

horsemen at 

Maadi. The men 

are from the 5th 

Light Horse. 

In late February 

Reg was 

admitted to 

hospital 

suffering enteric 

fever (malaria), 

he only received 

a few days 

treatment and on 1 March was fit enough to return to duty at the 2nd Reserve [Training] Regiment.  

However only four days later he was once again admitted to hospital once again due to enteric fever. 

On 4 April 1916 Reg was released to duty, rather re-joining his 

regiment Reg opted to volunteer for the Anzac Provost Corps.   

Reg joined several hundred other men at a training camp at 

Abbassia, here the men trained and were assessed as to their 

suitability to become military policemen. 

On 26 April Ted also joined his brother at Abbassia, also opting 

to become a MP.  Reg’s file is scarce in details about his service 

during the remainder of 1916 and 1917, it appears that after 

several months training he was accepted and became part of the 

Cairo Detachment.  In early May a permanent detachment of 

officers and men was sent to Cairo to take control of the cities 

discipline, the military police barracks where at Kasr-el-Nil and 

this would be the detachment’s home throughout the war. 

Reg and Ted were probably both part of the remainder of the 

detachment, that marched out of Abbassia in mid-July 1916 

(not verified), the main training camp at Abbassia was then 

closed down,  a detachment of MMP taking over disciplinary 

responsibilities there.  The MMP (military mounted police) also took up duty at the Heliopolis 

Detachment. 

The Cairo Detachment was actually initially known as an ‘Infantry Detachment’ and as such wore 

the infantry style puttees; they were not regarded as being mounted troops.  The detachment would 

sometimes be referred to as being MFP (military foot police) which was more in line with British 

terminology.  The Egyptian Section of the Anzac Provost Corps consisted of some seven officers and 

initially about 250 men.  



 

 

MMP continued to serve with the fighting divisions, in the Middle East (more so than other theatres) 

the Australian Military Police often worked with New Zealand provosts.  Although the name of the 

Corps inferred a mix of Australian and New Zealand military police this did not formally occur, the 

New Zealanders choosing to remain autonomous, however it was not until early 1918 that the 

Australian Provost Corps formally came into being. 

The Cairo Detachment was a busy one, the MP’s worked a 24 hour patrol system, with most of the 

men on duty at night to supervise men on leave from the various camps all other Cairo and its 

outskirts.  The Guard Rooms at Kasr-el-Nil were constantly full of drunken soldiers and soldiers 

without proper leave passes, as well as numerous other defaulters. 

Reg and Ted both remained at Cairo for the rest of 1916 and all of 1917.  Indeed Reg was probably 

listed as being medically unfit for active service (with the Mounted Divisions) due to his occasional 

attacks of malaria. In early January Reg’s medical classification was upgraded, meaning he was 

suitable to serve with one of the Mounted Divisions. 

The Australian Provost Corps (as it was now formally known) was acutely aware of its image to the 

ordinary soldier and endeavoured to rotate its men from the rear echelons forward to the fighting 

divisions, this was done in France and in the Middle East.  Where possible all Australian Military 

Police were to have seen active service. 

Reg’s first transfer (in early January 1918) was still only near Cairo to the Heliopolis Detachment, 

which was a MMP (mounted) detachment; it numbered one officer and around fifty men.   Reg 

remained at Heliopolis until early March 1918, when he was posted to a fighting division. 

The emphasis in the Middle East had now moved to forcing the Turks onto the east bank of the Jordan 

River and the taking of Jericho.  Shortly before this operation began Sergeant Toone had taken over 

control of the Divisional Police, he became the Provost Sergeant for the Anzac Mounted Division.  

Toone took over from Sergeant Os McEwan, who returned to Australia. The division had 10 MMP 

allocated to each Brigade as well as 10 MMP and a clerk with Divisional Headquarters, the APM of 

the Division was initially Captain Watts and later Captain Cowen (in Watt’s absence). 

 The Anzac Mounted Division comprised of the 1st and 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigades as well 

as the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade.   The New Zealand MMP also had a similar number 

allotted to its Brigade.  Reg probably served under Sergeant McEwan in the Divisional MMP 

Detachment of the Anzac Mounted Division.  (See Bert Toone’s write-up for a good description of 

MMP duties with a fighting division in the Middle East).  

On 25 October 1918 Reg was attached to the 1st Brigade Headquarters, (prior to this we can assume 

that Reg had been with the Divisional MMP).  On 22 December Reg was promoted to corporal, he 

remained attached to the 1st Brigade Headquarters until 18 February 1919, when he the Divisional 

HQ section. 

Reg returned to duty in Cairo on 24 April 1919, he then remained in Cairo until he was granted a 

passage back to Australia aboard the troopship Delta in early August.  Reginald Kemp was discharged 

from the AIF in Brisbane on 20 November 1919.  

 



 

 

1352 LANCE CORPORAL Stuart Joseph KENNEDY 

Stuart Kennedy was one of three sons of Margaret and _____ Kennedy who enlisted during the Great 

War, the family hailed from Arncliffe in Sydney.  Stuart was the lucky one, he survived, his brothers, 

Vincent and ____ did not. 

Stuart was 22 years of age when he joined up in Sydney in August 1914, shortly after war had been 

declared.  Stuart stated that he had served over three years with the AGA (Australian Garrison 

Artillery).  Private Kennedy became part of G Company in the 3rd Battalion. 

The 3rd Battalion was one of the first battalions raised in New South Wales; it came into existence at 

Randwick Racecourse.  By September the battalion was at near full strength with 32 Officers and 991 

men. 

The 3rd Battalion sailed as part of the 

1st Brigade, the battalion was aboard 

the Euripides with the 4th Battalion as 

part of the first convoy that headed for 

the Middle East on 20 October 1914.  

Upon its arrival in Egypt the battalion 

established its camp at Mena, in the 

shadows of the famous pyramids. 

With the reduction in company 

numbers from eight back to four, 

Private Kennedy now became part of 

B Company.   

Kennedy drew the wrath of his Company Commander, Captain Lamb, on 14 January 1915, when 

Stuart swore aloud while on parade.  There is little doubt that Private Kennedy did mutter “Yes you 

bastard!”, or words similar to that, but he was successfully able to argue that he had directed that 

comment at the soldier next to him, not at Captain Lamb.  Luckily the soldier next to Stuart, Private 

Masurier backed up that claim, stating at the court martial that it was his rifle that had struck Stuart, 

drawing the response. Luckily for Kennedy he was found not guilty, this was to be Kennedy’s only 

blemish on his disciplinary record.   

Private Kennedy was with his battalion when it landed on Anzac Cove early on the morning of 25 

April 1915.  The battalion suffered heavy casualties on those first few days, the battalion settled into 

positions at ________  

Stuart would not see out the Gallipoli campaign, he was wounded by shrapnel on 19 June, when he 

was struck in the left forearm.  Evacuated quickly to Lemnos Island, Stuart received treatment there 

up until early August, when he was transferred to the 1st AGH at Cairo. 

It was not until December that Stuart was fit enough to be transferred to the 1st Australian Auxiliary 

Hospital at Heliopolis.  By the start of March 1916 Stuart was considered fit enough to resume 

training, ready to re-join his battalion, Stuart was sent to Zeitoun to resume training. 

 



 

 

Stuart Kennedy was another of those men that volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps in late May 

– early April 1916.  Stuart was formally taken on strength by the provost corps on 3 April 1916; he 

joined those other men at a large training camp at Abbassia. 

While Stuart was still training at Abbassia, his brother Vincent (actually Joseph Vincent), who was 

known to his mates as ‘Ma’, was allotted to the newly formed 53rd Battalion.  Vincent was serving 

with his battalion on the Western Front when he was killed during the Battle of Fromelles on 19 July 

1916.  Although officially listed as missing in action, Private Hyslop described that his mate ‘Ma’ 

was almost certainly killed outright by a blast that also killed a Private Ingram. 

Towards the end of his training at Abbassia on 25 July Stuart was admitted to the 3rd Australian 

General Hospital (3rd AGH) at Abbassia complaining of headaches, Trooper Kennedy was only 

discharged from hospital on 1 August 1916, two days large he took his place amongst the large 

contingent of military policemen that travelled to the U.K aboard the troopship Tunisian.  This band 

of men was sent to establish a military police centre at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

Trooper only spent a short time at Tidworth, on 12 October 1916, he was amongst a 

large number of other men who were sent to France to re-enforce the units there.  On 

17 October Stuart several other men in being attached to the 4th Division’s MMP detachment. 

Trooper Kennedy served with the 4th Division up until February 1917.  On 12 February Stuart was 

transferred to the 1st Anzac Corps Field Punishment Compound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3158 TROOPER Albert Arthur KENNY 

 
Albert Kenny enlisted on 28 July 1915. He was the son of Martha and Thomas Kenny. Albert was 

born in 1890 at Spreyton near Devonport, Tasmania. His father, Thomas, had died in 1891 from 

drowning after falling from a bridge on which he was working in Tasmania. Martha later re-married, 

and by the outbreak of war she was Martha Jones and the family had moved to Trafalgar, Victoria.  

Albert described himself 

as a farmer (his family 

later described him as a 

horse driver). On joining 

up he became part of the 

10th reinforcements for 

the 12th Battalion. Those 

men sailed aboard the 

Port Lincoln (shown 

right) on 16 October 

1915. 

 

Albert’s documents are vague as are his movements during the next couple of months. He most likely 

remained in Egypt, probably not being sent to the 12th Battalion on Anzac Cove. On 22 February 

1916 he was reported as being admitted to hospital suffering from chickenpox. 

Upon his release from hospital on 20 March, Albert was sent to the 3rd Training Battalion at Zeitoun. 

Barely two weeks later Albert responded to a call for volunteers for the Military Police, and was sent 

to Abbassia (on the outskirts of Cairo) for training and assessment. 

At the completion of his training Albert was accepted into the Anzac Provost Corps. On 3 August 

1916, Albert was sent to England. On 22 August Albert was formally 

taken on strength by the AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Police) 

in London. 

In early 1917 Albert was posted to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth 

for training prior to being sent to France.  Some of the men are shown 

outside of their barracks, an established barracks the men had 

comfortable quarters.  On 2 February Albert crossed the English 

Channel to France. After a short time at the Etaples Base depot, 

Albert was detached for duty with the Headquarters of the 4th 

Australian Division. 

Albert served with the 4th Division for the remainder of his time on the Western Front. 

On 18 January 1918 he was granted two weeks leave to the UK. 

It was barely two months after re-joining his unit, on 2 April 1918, that Albert received multiple 

shrapnel wounds to his legs and body. The same shell blast killed Fred Williams and badly wounded 

another man (Trooper Hackett). 



 

 

At the time the 4th Division’s provosts were at Henencourt. Albert, killed by the blast, was laid to rest 

in the Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery. Captain M. Jarvie was the 4th Division’s APM at the 

time, and he wrote to Albert’s mother, Martha, giving details of her son’s death. 

 

 

The photo above shows Albert’s original grave 

marker.  In a tragic twist, Albert’s personal 

affects that were retrieved from his kit-bag were 

sent back to Australia aboard the Barunga, 

which was sunk during the voyage. Albert’s few 

possessions consequently never reached his 

mother.  

 

 

It was to be a double blow for Martha, for on 9 August 1918 her stepson, Private Edwin Robert Jones, 

was also killed in action. Edwin had been serving with the 8th Battalion on the Western Front at the 

time.  Kenny appears to be the correct spelling of his name, although it appears throughout his file 

spelt Kenney.   

 



 

 

3147 CORPORAL Mervyn Edward LAWSON 

Mervyn Lawson was only 18 years of age when he enlisted on 7 August 1915, would have sort his 

parents written permission to join up.  Hailing from Sydney Mervyn described himself as having been 

a clerk, still single, he had militia training, part of which was with the engineer corps. 

Private Lawson became part of the 7th re-enforcements for the 19th Battalion; that draft of men sailed 

for Egypt aboard the troopship Suevic on 20 December 1915. Shortly after his arrival in Egypt in 

February 1916 Mervyn was re-allotted to the 4th Battalion.  

 

Mervyn still had further training before he was to join the 4th Battalion; in early April Mervyn was 

transferred to the 5th Training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir.  During this time a call had gone out for 

volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps, with a lack of numbers from those with 

Gallipoli service and more widespread recruitment was made.   

Accepted for training as a military policemen Mervyn was sent to Abbassia, where he trained 

alongside several hundred other men.  Lawson was deemed to be suitable and was part of a large 

contingent to England in early August 1916.  That party set up at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, 

Tidworth would now be the focal point for the Australian military police for the remainder of the war. 

Trooper Lawson was one of those men sent to France in October 1916, he was attached 

to the 4th Division’s MMP unit.  Mervyn would serve with the 4th Division throughout 

the remainder of 1916, all of 1917 and 1918.  

In November 1917 and again in November 1918 Mervyn became eligible for leave in the U.K.  

Mervyn appears to have remained in reasonable health while serving on the Western Front, in early 

December 1918 he was briefly admitted to hospital suffering from boils and scabies. 

Mervyn continued to serve in France; on 10 February 1919 he was promoted to the rank of corporal.  

In March Mervyn became eligible for another stint of leave in the U.K., once again at the completion 

resuming duty in France.  It was not until late May 1919 that Corporal Lawson returned to Tidworth 

for duty, as he awaited a passage back to Australia.  



 

 

Lawson only spent a little over a month in England.  On 3 July 1919 Mervyn joined several other ex 

- 4th Division MMP in returning to Australia aboard the troopship, Zealandic. Mervyn Lawson was 

discharged from the AIF on 18 October 1919. 

 

 

808 TROOPER Thomas MACKAY 

 

Thomas Mackay was born at Ballarat. At the time he enlisted, on 24 August 1914, Thomas was 26 

years of age, and was working as a driver. The MacKay family lived in Croydon, in Victoria. Thomas 

listed his mother, Edith, as his next-of-kin, as his father had died prior to his enlisting. 

Private Mackay became part of the 8th Battalion, one of the first battalions raised in Victoria. Most of 

its members hailed from rural Victoria. Just two months after being raised, the battalion sailed for 

Egypt as part of the first convoy, arriving in Egypt on 2 December 1914. 

 

The 8th Battalion took 

part in the landing at 

Gallipoli (shown left) on 

the first day, the 25 April 

1915, as part of the 

second wave. Ten days 

after the landing the 2nd 

Brigade (to which the 8th 

Battalion belonged) was 

transferred to Cape Helles 

to take part in an attack on 

Krithia. 

 

The fighting at Krithia captured little ground, but cost the brigade almost a third of its strength. The 

2nd Brigade then returned to ANZAC. Thomas at this time remained unscathed. 

However, Thomas was not so lucky when his battalion took part in the attacks at Lone Pine on 19 

August, when a bullet struck him in the right thigh. Thomas received treatment at the 2nd Field 

Ambulance, before being sent back to a casualty clearing station.  

Evacuated to a hospital ship off Anzac Cove, Thomas was sent to Egypt, where he was admitted to 

the 21st General Hospital at Alexandria on 24 August. On 15 September Thomas was sent to England, 

where, after the week’s voyage, he was admitted to the Fulham Military Hospital in London. 

Thomas’ wound would not leave him permanently scarred, and by 14 October 1915 he was fit enough 

to moved to the Abbey Wood Depot, to prepare for his return to Egypt. It was probably not until early 

1916 that Thomas returned to Egypt (no exact date is given). 



 

 

In late March 1916, Thomas answered a call for volunteers for the nearly formed Anzac Provost 

Corps. Thomas met the criteria for the Corps in that he had seen active service on Gallipoli. With the 

formal creation of the Corps on 3 April, Thomas was one of several hundred men who began their 

military police training at Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo. 

Approximately three dozen men from the 8th Battalion had volunteered to be military policeman, but 

not all who stepped forward would be accepted as being suitable. Some by their own choice would 

also choose to return to their original units.  

Thomas Mackay chose to remain with the Provost Corps. After four months at Abbassia, Thomas 

was transferred to England. In England Thomas was posted to Tidworth. Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth now became the focal point of military police operations in England, as well as a training 

centre for those being sent to France. Thomas would spend six months at Tidworth. 

In line with Corps policy, to rotate its men to France (those fit enough), Thomas was transferred to 

France aboard the SS Clementine on 2 February 1917. After two weeks at the Etaples Depot, Thomas 

was detached for duty with the headquarters of the 2nd Australian Division.  

At this time the twenty-five MMP (Military Mounted Police) for the 2nd Division were serving under 

the command of the APM, Major A.B.D. Brown. Thomas served on the Western Front until late July 

1917. 

On 24 July Thomas was sent back to the No 

2 Command Depot in England to prepare for 

a stint with the Cape Town Detachment of the 

Corp in South Africa. Thomas sailed for Cape 

Town aboard the Demothenes (shown left) on 

27 June. The Demothenes arrived at Cape 

Town on 28 August 1917; and Thomas 

marched in for duty with the APM at ‘The 

Castle’. The Castle was the name used to 

identify the AIF’s Depot in Cape Town. 

Thomas would serve with the detachment 

until June 1918. 

Thomas finished his detachment at Cape 

Town on 6 June 1918, when he began his return voyage to England aboard the City of Karachi. 

However mid-way through the voyage, he disembarked at Sierra Leone. Although the reason is not 

stated, it was presumably because of ill health.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After several weeks at Sierra Leone, Thomas was fit enough to resume his voyage. Rather than 

boarding a transport heading for England, Thomas boarded the Chepstow Castle and returned to Cape 

Town, arriving on 20 July. Back in Cape Town, Thomas resumed duty at the Castle. However, on 4 

October Thomas was admitted to the No 2 General Hospital on Maitland Road, Cape Town, suffering 

from Spanish influenza. Thomas Mackay died at 0610 hrs on the morning of 8 October; his official 

cause of death listed as post-influenza pneumonia. 

The AIF Depot (The Castle) ensured that Thomas received a decent funeral. A letter from Lieutenant 

Beveridge to Thomas’ family informed his mother, Edith of the details of her son’s funeral: 

 “He was buried with full military honours on Wednesday afternoon, 9th October, at Voltemade 

Cemetery No. 4 in separate grave No.132A. – a quiet and appropriate resting place for an Australian 

soldier, being situated in one of the most beautiful parts of the cape, and planted with gums and 

wattle. 

 Representatives from all regiments in camp in the Cape Peninsula were present at the funeral. 

The Firing Party was drawn from the ranks of the Cape Peninsula Rifles and the pall bearers consisted 

of six of his fellow members of the Australian Imperial Force. 

 

 The mourning party which followed to the graveside included Major G.A. Turner, Australian 

Red Cross Commissioner at Cape Town, who, I understand, has also written to you with regard to 

your loss. The officiating clergyman was the Rev. Captain Chaplain Tobias, C.of E., and the funeral 

arrangements were in the hands of J.A. Human & Son of Wynberg. 

 

 A temporary cross will be erected over his grave by the Imperial Military Authorities, South 

Africa, on behalf of the A.I.F. and it is understood that at the conclusion of the war a permanent 

Headstone of Australian stone will be erected by the Commonwealth Government.” 

Major Turner’s letter to Edith took a similar tone, making inference to the terrible toll that the 

influenza was having in Cape Town, as it was worldwide. 

 “Nothing I can say can do much to comfort you in the sad circumstance; but as one who 

stood at his grave-side during the impressive service of a soldier’s burial, I should like to send you 

my sincere sympathy and that of the other Australian residents in Cape Town who know of your 

loss. He was buried by the comrades with whom he had served in the Australian depot here; who, 

with a kindly care for one they loved, filled in reverently, with their own hands, his grave, shaded 

appropriately enough by Australian acacias and in the portion of the cemetery where many 

Australian soldiers rest. 

 At a time like this when death is reaping an awful harvest in this city, we are apt to become 

careless of its significance, but you may rest assured your son was tenderly nursed, that everything 

possible was done to save his life, and that the ground in which his body lies will be the sacred care 

of his countrymen and women here. 

     Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd) G. Argo TURNER, Major.   

Australian Red Cross Commissioner  

 



 

 

2451 SSM Gomer Clarence Lewis MARTIN 

 

Gomer Martin was born at Orange in New South Wales, he was nearly 27 years of age and working 

as a Police Constable at Cobar when he chose to enlist on 1 June 1915.  Shortly after enlisting Private 

Martin sailed with the 7th re-enforcements, 2nd Battalion, bound for further training in Egypt.  During 

the voyage Martin was promoted to Acting Corporal. 

Those re-enforcements arrived in Egypt on 14 July 1915 (?), on 12 August Martin reverted back to 

the rank of Private.  Private Martin appears to have remained in Egypt and not to have joined his 

battalion on Anzac Cove (not verified). 

In early 1916 Martin was one of several hundred men who responded to a call to bolster the ranks of 

the Anzac Provost Corps.  On 3 April 1916, Martin was sent to Abbassia near Cairo, to undertake a 

one-month assessment and induction course.  At the completion of his course Martin was accepted 

as a military policeman and was posted to Cairo.  On 9 June he was promoted to corporal. 

From Cairo Corporal Martin was sent to England on 3 August 1916.  On 16 November he was 

detached to London for service with the Australian Garrison Military Police.   

On 26 December Martin was admitted to the 2nd Auxilary Hospital, London suffering from an ear 

complaint.  He remained in hospital until 11 January 1917, while in hospital his promotion to sergeant 

was approved, Martin remained with the GMP in London throughout 1917.  On 1 June he was 

promoted to staff sergeant. On 27 February 1918 Martin was posted from London to Bhurtpore 

Barracks, Tidworth, this was the Provost Corps training depot for England.  On 6 March Martin was 

posted from Tidworth to a unit in France.  

 After a short time at the base depot at Le Havre and an even briefer stay at the Field 

Punishment Compound, Martin was attached for duty with the 5th Australian Division.  

The provosts of the division were attached to the Headquarters; Major Edgar Langley, DSO, capably 

led them.  Martin was promoted to Warrant Officer (Class II) and took charge as the Squadron 

Sergeant Major (often referred to as the ‘Majio’). 

 

The village of Corbie; circa March 1918.  It was later partially 

demolished by shellfire. 

Sergeant Major Martin was gassed at Corbie on 13 May.  He was 

subsequently evacuated to England, and admitted firstly to the 

Boscombe Military Hospital, Hants.  On 23 May he was 

transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  A 

week after Martin’s gassing, the 5th Division provost’s lost four 

men when a shell landed in a billet at Daours, not far from Corbie. 



 

 

When fit enough Martin returned to duty at Tidworth on 29 July, at the time he still had a cough but 

was described as feeling well.  Not well enough obviously, for a week later he was admitted to the 

Tidworth Hospital suffering from pneumonia. 

 

The photo (shown left) is 

Gomer Martin while posted at 

Tidworth, it was taken by 

Corporal Gordon Binns, 

Gordon took photos of many of 

his fellow military policemen 

while he was at Tidworth in 

1918 and 1919. 

 

Medically downgraded 

(Tubercule of the Lung) Martin was released from hospital on 20 September.  He was sent to No 2 

Command Depot at Weymouth to await a passage home to Australia. 

On 16 October 1918 Sergeant Major Gomer Martin sailed for Australia aboard the troopship Borda.  

Martin disembarked at Sydney on 22 December.  Martin remained in the AIF until 23 March 1921, 

when he was finally discharged.  

 

 

4670 CORPORAL John George MARTIN 

John Martin was 22 years of age when he enlisted on 29 

December 1915.  John stated that he been working as a 

fireman with the Port Fire Brigade, at Sydney 

presumably this meant John was a real fireman in a 

brigade close to the harbour, not a fireman on the 

railways, as so often seen in soldiers files.   

Born in Glasgow by 1915 John appears to have already 

seen much of the world.  Even though his family still 

lived in Glasgow, John had spent some two years living 

and working in Canada, during that time he also served in a militia unit.  It is unclear when John 

moved to Australia. 

Private Martin was still single, he spent only a few days at a depot battalion before he was allotted to 

the ‘Flying Corps.’ John embarked for Egypt on 18 February 1916, still at this stage earmarked as 

ground crew for the Flying Corps. 



 

 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt in March 1916 Private Martin was re-allotted and became part of 

the 14 re-enforcements for the 14th Battalion.  John would still have been at a depot training when a 

call was made for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps in late May/ early April 1916. The criteria 

had originally been that the men had Gallipoli service, but with a shortage of men stepping forward 

the selection was given to the men in Egypt awaiting allocation to units, even so the men had to be of 

suitable calibre to be accepted. 

John successfully completed his military police training at Abbassia and was part of a large 

contingent of men that were sent to England on 3 August 1916.  These men took up duties at 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth; Tidworth would now become the focal point for the Australian 

military police in the U.K.  William remained posted to Tidworth for the next few months.   

In mid-December 1916 John joined Trooper’s Booler and Eades when he was sent to France to join 

one of the divisional MMP detachments.  It was not until 19 January 1917 that John 

actually joined the 4th Divisional MMP, the MMP were part of Divisional Headquarters. 

John remained with the 4th Division throughout 1917.  It would appear that John was probably good 

mates with William Booler, because on 6 March 1918 the pair drew the wrath of their APM, Major 

M. Jarvie when they were charged for;  

(I)  Out of Billet after 9 pm, 

(II)   Giving a false name, 

(III)     Galloping a horse on metalled road on 5/3/18. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

157 CORPORAL Norman MATTHEWS 
 

Norman Matthews hailed from Goulburn, New South Wales, he had attended the state school there 

and then the King’s College (also at Goulburn). Like most young men of his age, Norman had 

undertaken compulsory military training, firstly as a cadet and he had then continued to serve with 

the 11th Light Horse within the Goulburn district. At the beginning of the Great War Norman was 

working as a draper in Goulburn. 

The son of William and Mary Matthews, Norman was 19 years of age when he enlisted on 22 August 

1914. Norman had four brothers, Reg, William (Bill), Horace and Fred (more commonly known as 

Selby) who would also serve in the AIF.  Norman was the youngest of the boys to enlist, then Reg, 

who was five years older.  Selby, Bill and Horace were all older again, all appear to all served with 

the 1st Ammunition Park (not verified).  Bill, who was born in 1881, had also seen service during the 

Boer War. 



 

 

 

The photo above shows a large 

group of Goulburn men at the 

Matariah (?) Camp in Egypt.  The 

two photos shown are both 

presumably from early 1915.   

The photo to the left shows Reg and 

Bill, Reg is 2nd from the left in the 

back row.  Bill is the soldier next to 

him in the middle of the back row. 

This photo is labelled as having 

been taken at the Zeitoun Camp in 

Egypt.  Unfortunately no photos are 

available of Horace or Selby in 

uniform. 

Originally Norman was allotted to the 1st Light Regiment, probably to A Squadron. However on 2 

September, Norman was re-allotted to the 6th Light Horse Regiment (probably B Squadron).  The 6th 

Regiment sailed for Egypt in December 1914, disembarking at Suez on 5 February 1915. The troopers 

had to wait until mid-May for their call-up as reinforcements on the Gallipoli Peninsula. 

During their time on the peninsula the 6th Regiment were attached to the 1st Australian Division. The 

regiment was responsible for a sector in the far right of the line. For his part Trooper Matthews only 

remained on the peninsula until September 1915. On 4 September Norman attended the 1st Light 

Horse Field Ambulance because of a cut to his leg, which had become infected. 

Norman was evacuated to Malta aboard the Hospital Ship Neuralia, arriving at St George’s Hospital, 

Malta on 10 September. On 21 October Norman was transferred to England. Admitted to the King 

George’s Hospital at London on 29 October, Norman’s wound (obviously already beginning to heal) 

was described as only being ‘slight.’ Despite this fact, it was not until early January1916 that Norman 

was granted leave upon his discharge from hospital. 



 

 

Apparently overstaying his leave for eight days, Norman was awarded 120 hours detention and 

forfeited thirteen days pay. On 7 March he marched into the Australian Base Depot at Weymouth, 

ready to return to Egypt. 

On 25 March 1916 Norman was aboard a troopship, 

heading back to Egypt. Rather than rejoining with 

his regiment, Norman answered a call for volunteers 

for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps. Trooper 

Matthews joined several hundred other men in early 

April at Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo, where the 

men trained to be military policeman. Only those 

deemed suitable for the duties were accepted. 

By the completion of his training Norman was 

holding the rank of corporal (see the photo left) and 

he was sent to the Heliopolis Detachment for duty. 

The Heliopolis Detachment at this time numbered 

one officer and six men, and at that stage of the war 

Lieutenant AJ Watts was in charge. 

The Heliopolis Detachment was part of the mounted 

section of the Anzac Provost Corps. The mounted 

section policed Heliopolis, Moascar and Port Said, 

as well as providing troops that were attached to the 

Mounted Divisions.  The ‘infantry section’ of the 

Corps policed Cairo and several other of the bigger 

centres where Australians were based. 

It was while at Heliopolis that Norman Matthews met an accident that was 

to claim his life. On 4 February 1917 Norman was one of three men 

dispatched to quell a disturbance in the township. A Court of Enquiry held 

at Kasr-el-Nil, Cairo, the following day, best records the incident of the 4th. 

Captain Jordan presided over the Court, with Lieutenant Grigson from the 

Cairo Detachment, and Lieutenant Watts also present to hear the evidence. 

Corporal W.H. Raines, Anzac Provost Corps (shown right) submitted the 

following statement: - 

 

 At about 11-30am on the 4th February 1917, a telephone message was received at the 

Heliopolis Detachment Camp from the Egyptian Police Caracol, to the effect that some soldiers 

were creating a disturbance in a shop in Heliopolis. Lieut A.J. Watts O.C. Detachment at the time, 

was away on inspection duty, and being senior N.C.O. of the detachment I warned No. 157 Cpl 

Matthews, to accompany me together with Tpr Jenkins of the detachment. Cpl Matthews (the 

deceased) and I had saddled up our horses, and as Tpr Jenkins had not yet saddled up, Cpl 

Matthews and I went on, and told Tpr Jenkins to follow on as soon as possible. 



 

 

   After proceeding for about half a mile at a canter, and the deceased Cpl. 

Matthews’s horse was just a little distance in front of mine, Cpl. Matthew’s horse suddenly swerved 

around to the right and collided with my horse with the result that Cpl. Matthews was thrown to the 

ground. The collision nearly causing me to be thrown off, but I recovered and saw when looking 

round the deceased Cpl. Matthews lying on the ground and his horse had fallen.  

 I immediately dismounted and went to him. He spoke to me and did not appear to be to be 

seriously hurt, saying, “It’s alright, leave me”. He appeared to be only dazed. At this moment Tpr 

Jenkins came in and I left him in charge of Cpl. Matthews and proceeded on myself to the Egyptian 

Caracol. 

   On arrival at the Police Caracol I found that the disturbance had been 

quelled, and that I was no longer required. I then returned to where the accident had occurred and 

found the deceased (Cpl. Matthews) with Tpr Jenkins. The deceased was still in a dazed condition, 

and I then proceeded with all haste to the Heliopolis House Hotel and obtained a Motor Car. The 

deceased was then placed in the Car and driven to the nearest Medical Officer, which was Captain 

Baddock, A.I.F. M.O. Australian Remount Unit Depot Heliopolis. A motor ambulance was sent for 

from No. 14 A.G. Hospital, Abbassia, which the deceased was put into when it arrived. 

   I did not see the deceased after that. I cannot account for the deceased’s 

horse swerving as it did unless it took fright at something, which I did not see,… 

                                                                                                             

Trooper R.L. Jenkins statement also confirmed the details of the incident. 

 

“I saw the deceased’s horse swerve round towards Cpl Raines’ horse and 

collide with it and as a result that it fell on its side, throwing Cpl Matthews 

to the ground.  Cpl Matthews fell quite clear of his horse.  At the time of the 

accident, I was only about 20 yards away, and when I came up , Cpl Raines 

had got off his horse and was attending to Cpl Matthews who seemed to be only dazed.  Cpl Raines 

then ordered me to stay with the deceased, which I did.  The deceased told me that he had a pain in 

the head.  I stayed with him until Cpl Raine came back about ten minutes later, and he then went to 

Heliopolis and fetched a car into which we placed the deceased, and took him to the Remount 

Depot at Heliopolis, where he was attended to by the Medical Officer, who ordered a car from No 

14 A.G.H. into which the deceased was placed and driven to No 14 A.G.H. Abbassia; I did not see 

the deceased after this.”   

 

Corporal Matthews died shortly after being admitted to the 14th Australian General Hospital at 

Abbassia. Norman Matthews was buried the following day, 5 February 1917, in the British Cemetery, 

Cairo. The map below shows Heliopolis in relation to the main city of Cairo, close by is Abbassia 

where the bulk of the Anzac Provost Corps, and indeed Norman Matthews, had been trained in April 

1916. 

 



 

 

 

Captain Jordan wrote to Norman’s parents back at Goulburn, passing on basic details based upon 

Corporal Raines version.  Captain Jordan had known Norman well, Jordan had been his Sergeant 

Major in the 6th Light Horse Regiment, and the pair had fought together on Gallipoli.  Jordan stated 

that two days prior to his death Norman had been advised he was to be promoted to Sergeant. 

In December 1917 Lieutenant Grigson, now the OC of the Moascar Detachment, placed a reply from 

Norman’s mother in the Section Orders, it read as follows; 

 

APPRECIATION.  

Mrs Matthews, mother of the late No 157 Cpl N.E. Matthews, Hurst 

Street, Goulburn NSW writes as follows:- “ We are indebted for the 

photograph of the grave of my late son.  I really cannot express our 

gratitude to all members of the Anzac Provost Corps for your gracious 

act of goodness and thought, in erecting such a beautiful memorial in 

memory of our dear lad. 

 

Your kindness will live long in our memory.  Again thanking   

 you.”  

      (Section order No 481 0f 23.12.17) 

 

 



 

 

3416 LIEUTENANT Duncan McCALLUM 

 
Duncan McCallum was born in Glasgow in December 1892; he was part of a large family of John 

and Christine McCallum.  The family moved to Australia in 1911 (possibly John a little earlier) 

Christine and her children, Jessie, Archibald, Donald and twins Malcolm and Duncan sailed for 

Melbourne aboard the Geelong in July 1911. 

 

In Victoria the family settled at Allansford (near Warrnambool).  Not surprisingly all of the 

McCallum boys would volunteer for the AIF during the Great War.  Donald was the first to enlist, he 

did so on 14 June 1915, he would serve with a Machine Gun unit throughout the war.  Duncan, now 

22 years old, was the next to join up; he did so at Melbourne on 26 July 1915.  Malcolm and Archie 

appear to have joined up together in late May 1918; they served with the same unit, only arriving in 

France after peace had been declared. 

 

Private Duncan McCallum spent a short time at the 

Showgrounds Camp before being allotted to the 8th 

Battalion (already serving on Anzac Cove) as a re-

enforcement.  On 16 September 1915 Duncan was re-

allotted to the 11th re-enforcements for the 7th Battalion at 

the larger Broadmeadows Camp. 

 

That draft of men sailed for Egypt aboard the Nestor, 

departing the Port of Melbourne on 11 October.   

McCallum’s file doesn’t show when the Nestor arrived in 

Egypt, presumably the voyage took about a month.  The 

photo to the right shows a typical send off from the Port of 

Melbourne, the troopship is the Nestor, but from about a 

year later (October 1916). 

 

As part of his draft Duncan remained at a depot in Egypt up until early January 1916.  The remnants 

of the 7th Battalion arrived back in Egypt following the evacuation of the Gallipoli peninsula on 4 

January 1916, the battalion took up camp at Tel-el-Kebir on 7 January.  That same day the 9th, 10th 

and 11th re-enforcements arrived to join 

the battalion. 

 

Colonel Pompey Elliott worked hard at 

getting the 7th Battalion back up to 

strength and regaining its identity as a 

battalion.  By 20 January, the battalion, 

now interspersed with many fresh re-

enforcements, resumed formal training.  

Elliott would often order the battalion out 

into the desert to launch ‘mock’ attacks on 

the ‘enemy’. 

 

AWM photo H15581 shows Captain 

McCrae and Lieutenant Heighway 

leading C Company on a desert march. 

 



 

 

On 1 February the 

battalion entrained to near 

Serapeum, here it took up 

duties as part of the Suez 

Canal Defences.  The map 

to the right shows Turkish 

activity from early 

February 1916, despite the 

diagram showing a 

Turkish attack near 

Serapeum the 7th Battalion 

did not face any attacks on 

its sectors. 

 

 In mid-February the 

battalion received the 

dramatic news that the 7th 

Battalion (as were all the 

original Gallipoli 

battalions) was to be split 

in half to help form a new 

battalion.  In the case of 

the 7th Battalion it would 

help form the 59th 

Battalion.  The 59th 

Battalion would remain 

known as the 7th’s ‘pup’ 

battalion throughout the 

war.   

 

Duncan was to remain with the 7th Battalion.  On 24 February 12 officers and 466 men from the 7th 

left to help form the nucleus of the 59th Battalion, that same day 4 officers and 479 men (mainly fresh 

re-enforcements) arrived from depots at Zeitoun to help replenish the 7th.  

 

The outpost duty on the Canal Zone ceased towards the end of February and training resumed ready 

for a potential move to the Western Front.  Towards the end of March 1916 the battalion for formally 

warned out for a move to France. 

 

Private McCallum, however, took a different course of action, towards the end of March he showed 

interest in volunteering for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  On 3 April 1916 he was formally 

taken on as a military policeman at Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo.  It was here that the corps 

organised and trained for the next four 

months, men were assessed and trained for 

Egypt, France and the U.K. 

 

With his transfer to Abbassia McCallum 

was promoted to sergeant.  Sergeant 

McCallum remained at Abbassia until early 

August when the training at Abbassia 

ceased and a large contingent of men was 

sent to England aboard the Tunisian. 

(shown left) 



 

 

After a short time at the Parkhouse Camp that Anzac Provost Corps contingent moved to take up 

permanent residence at Bhurtpore Barracks in the garrison town of Tidworth.  On 21 November 

McCallum was promoted to staff sergeant. 

 

On 1 January 1917 Duncan’s file shows that he was promoted to warrant officer, class II (WO II) and 

a short time later took up a role as SSM (Squadron Sergeant Major).  McCallum remained at Tidworth 

throughout the remainder of 1917. 

 

In line with the corps adopted policy on 24 January 1918 WO II McCallum was sent to France.  After 

only a few days at the Le Havre Depot Duncan was posted for duty with the Australian Corps 

Headquarters MMP Detachment.   

 

In early March Duncan was sent on a two week refresher course at the 4th Army Provost School of 

Instruction.  The course was probably the same as that shown for some of the 1st Division MMP. The 

training generally included topics such as: 

 Charge Reports and Evidence, 

 Notebook and Traffic Notes,  

 Revolver handling,  

 Equitation and Stables, and  

 General smartness and efficiency. 
 

The men received training and were marked on each area, it  

should be noted that some of the shooting scores (revolvers)  

seen by the author were pretty low. 

 

McCallum returned to the Corps Headquarters detachment and remained with the detachment up until 

early October.  On 5 October he was detached for duty with the 3rd Division’s MMP.  Only three 

weeks later Duncan become eligible for two weeks leave, which he took in the U.K.  Duncan resumed 

duty with the 3rd Division on 12 November, twelve days later he returned to duty with the Corps 

Headquarters Detachment, he remained in France. 

 

On 12 February 1919 McCallum was granted a commission and was promoted to 2nd lieutenant. On 

12 May he was promoted to lieutenant, he continued to serve with the Australian Provost Corps. 

 

It wasn’t until early July 1919 that McCallum was posted back for duty with the APM in London.  

However only five days later he returned to France, where he remained until the end of June. 

 

After a further two weeks leave in July Duncan returned to duty at Tidworth. Lieutenant Duncan 

McCallum remained in England up until 6 September 1919 when he began his return to Australia 

aboard the Berrima, his appointment in the AIF was terminated on 16 January 1920. 



 

 

LIEUTENANT George Lionel McCALLUM 

 
Gordon McCallum was born in England in July 1864, that made him nearly 52 years of age when he 

enlisted on 13 October 1915.  Gordon was married, his wife, Margaret would give an address of the 

Queensland National Bank at Forrest Hill while her husband was away.  

On his application for a commission within the AIF Gordon stated that he had been a manager at the 

Queensland National Bank at Forrest Hill prior to joining up.  Gordon also stated to the clerk that he 

had a background that included six years with the ‘Imperial Cavalry of the Line’; he stated that he 

had reached the rank of sergeant in the 1st Royal Dragoons.  Gordon was pushing towards the age 

limit to join the AIF, but because he was given a commission with the Remounts Unit that standard 

was probably a little laxer than for general service. 

Captain McCallum became part of No 8 Squadron with the 2nd Remount Unit; he joined up with other 

officers and men at Sydney as they embarked for Egypt aboard the Orsova on 10 November 1915.  

The 1st Remount unit came together from the southern states, forming at Marribynong in Victoria.  

The voyage took a little over a month and by the time the 1st and 2nd Remounts had arrived in Egypt 

the need for their original task was nearly over.   

 

The remounts had initially been formed to take charge of the Light Horse mounts that had been left 

behind in Egypt while the troopers of the regiments served dismounted on Gallipoli.  The idea was 

that the remounts would take over from the light horsemen babysitting the mounts, however the 

evacuation of the peninsula was pending and the remounts didn’t take up that task. 

 

Instead the remounts took over the horses and mules arriving in Egypt prior to their distribution to 

units. In line with their re-tasking the Remounts were combined into one unit, all of the roughriders 
were retained, but many of the other officers and men were re-allotted to other units and tasks.  

 

With the reduction in the numbers needed for the remounts McCallum appears to have been re-

allotted for potential service with the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps in early April 1916.  

However McCallum wouldn’t remain with the Provost Corps for long, unlike Lieutenant’s Adams 

and Watts, who were also Remount Officers in a similar position, but who did serve with the Provost 

Corps for the remainder of the war. 

 

For whatever reason (probably his age and fitness) McCallum didn’t remain with the Anzac Provost 

Corps, he rejoined the ‘excess’ remounts (nine officers and 440 men), these men were returned to 

Australia aboard the Seang Bee.  The Seang Bee left Suez for Australia on 29 April 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

438 SERGEANT Edward Thomas McCRISTAL 

 

Edward (Ted) McCristal was born at Bellingen, in 

the Northern Rivers district of New South Wales.  

Edward was the son of John and Francis McCristal. 

By August 1914 Ted was a police constable with the 

New South Wales Police Force, he was twenty six 

years of age; Ted had been a policeman for a little 

over two and a half years.  Prior to enlisting Ted was 

posted to the George Street North Station in Sydney, 

as shown by the photo just prior to enlisting Ted was 

probably holding the rank of sergeant at the time. 

(Several other officers from the George Street 

Station also enlisted) 

Photo left:  Ted (sitting) with two fellow officers, the 

photo was probably taken at the George Street station 

and although not visible in the photo, Ted does 

appear to be wearing the rank of sergeant on his right 

arm.  

Upon enlisting at Sydney on 17 August 1914, shortly 

after the declaration of war, Ted became part of D 

Company, in the 2nd Battalion.  Lt Col G.F. Braund 

had been appointed as Commanding Officer only 

four days earlier; he commenced the formation of the battalion at Randwick Racecourse.  Like its 

sister battalions, the 1st, 3rd and 4th Battalion’s, the 2nd Battalion was recruited solely from New South 

Wales.  Together the four battalions formed the 1st Australian Infantry Brigade. 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The 2nd Battalion’s colour patch. 

 

On 31 August the battalion moved to Kensington Racecourse and continued its training there.  Barely 

two months after the declaration of war the 1st  Infantry Brigade was ready to be deployed overseas. 

The 2nd Battalion departed Sydney aboard the TSS Suffolk on 18 October 1914, as part of the first 

convoy bound for Egypt and further training.  



 

 

 

The convoy sailed via Albany and then via Colombo, arriving at the Suez Canal on 3 December.  It 

was not until 7 December that the 2nd Battalion disembarked from the Suffolk at Alexandria.  From 

Alexandria the battalion was sent to Cairo and then by tram to the nearby Mena Camp, the men 

eagerly lapped up the sites and wonders that Egypt provided as they moved to Mena. (Shown below) 

 

At Mena the battalion was housed in tents, close to the Mena House Hotel, the hotel had been taken 

over in order to be used as an army hospital.  Training was soon re-commenced in earnest, Christmas 

and New Year providing only mild celebrations for the troops.  The men were however given ample 

opportunities to visit Cairo itself; even Mena had a large number of shops and restaurants to entertain 

the men. 

Early in the New Year the Australian battalions followed suite with the rest of the British army and 

reduced the number of companies from eight back to four.  Ted continued to serve with D Company 

and was promoted to lance corporal.  Throughout January and February 1915 the 2nd Battalion 

continued to exercise in the desert surrounding Mena. 

On 3 April 1915 the 2nd Battalion left the Mena Camp and travelled to Cairo by train.  The following 

day the battalion moved to Alexandria and boarded the SS Derfflinger, it was only at Alexandria that 

the men were told that their destination was to be a place called Gallipoli on the Dardanelle’s 

Peninsula. The Derfflinger, with the 2nd Battalion aboard arrived at Mudros Harbour on Lemnos on 

8 April; the battalion remained at Lemnos until 24 April.   

The Derfflinger moved from Mudros Harbour on the evening of 24 April, just before dawn on the 25 

April the men were crowded onto the deck of the troopship.  The 2nd Battalion then offloaded from 

the Derfflinger and were taken onboard the destroyer Usk.  From the decks of the troopship and then 

the destroyer the men of the 2nd Battalion were able to witness the men of the 3rd Brigade and then 

the 2nd Brigade as they carried out the initial landings. Then it was the 2nd Battalion’s turn as part of 

the 1st Brigade, the troops transferred to smaller rowboats and were towed in to shore. 

 



 

 

A and D Companies under the 2IC, Major Scobie, 

were the first to leave the Derfflinger, followed by B 

and C Companies.  The entire 2nd Battalion was ashore 

by 9.30 am.  B Company suffered light casualties 

while coming ashore, A, C and Ted’s D Companies 

landed safely. 

Although the 2nd Battalion landed without suffering 

too many casualties, the fighting of the next few days 

would cost it dearly.  As soon as it landed D Company under Capt Richardson was sent to bridge a 

gap in the left of the line near the feature known as Baby 700.  Troops from the 1st Brigade helped to 

protect the 3rd Brigade flanks. 

By 11am, A and D Companies had become embroiled in the battle to take Russell’s Top, and in so 

doing effectively became part of the 3rd Brigade, fighting to the left of Quinn’s Post.  A and D 

Companies would remain under 3rd Brigade command until withdrawn from the line late on the 

evening of 29 April. 

Capt Richardson confidently led D Company up the 

seaward slope of Baby 700, climbing from Monash 

Valley across Russell’s Top to its ocean side near the 

Nek, doing so to try to avoid heavy shellfire and 

machine-gun fire, even though taking that route D 

company still suffered heavy casualties.  As D 

Company approached Malone’s Gully they spotted a 

group of about sixty Turks.  Given the order to fix 

bayonets Richardson’s men charged, the Turks quickly 

retreated, losing some men through Australian sniping.  

It was by now nearing midday.                                                                   

The position of D Company was what became known as Steele’s Post; here the men were firing at 

the Turks across the rear of Courtney’s Post, behind Pope’s Hill.  Casualties from shrapnel 

continued to mount; from 2 pm onwards a salvo of four shells fell every minute onto D company’s 

position.  Finally relief was provided when an Indian Mountain battery was able to take position 

and return fire, subduing the Turkish artillery somewhat. 

Later that afternoon D Company again advanced as they forced the Turks back, however as the 

company moved to the right of Pope’s Hill it received heavy rifle and machine-gun fire and again 

suffered heavy casualties. Capt Richardson again led his men in a charge, but once again the Turks 

fled.  The position held by d Company at the Nek was now a precarious one, with no trenches for 

cover.  

It was decided to withdraw about 150 yards to a small gully that at least afforded some cover.  D 

Company had no chance to dig in, the only cover provided by the scrub until the night fell, when the 

men were finally able to start digging a trench.  After 4 pm on the first day, hardly an officer, and 

only a few senior NCO’s remained alive or unwounded in D Company’s sector.  Late in the afternoon 

parties of New Zealanders joined the elements of the 2nd Battalion, so ended the first day on Gallipoli 

for the battalion.  



 

 

Effectively over the next three days the surviving members of A and D companies would remain 

separated from the rest of the 2nd Battalion.  They were split up in the centre of the line, and they, like 

the remainder of the battalion, would fight and dig for three days straight with very little sleep.  The 

sector in which A and D companies fought became known as MacLaurin’s Hill. 

On the night of 27 April the Turks continually counter-attacked the Australian and New Zealand 

positions, cries of “Allah” and bugle calls rang out throughout the night, keeping the already 

exhausted troops further on edge.  It was not until the evening of 28 April that Royal Marine Light 

Infantry (RMLI) were landed and began to relieve the 2nd Battalion, allowing the battalion, in dribs 

and drabs, to withdraw to the beach. 

A and D companies were amongst the first to be relieved and made their way to the southern end of 

the beach.  It was not until 9 pm on 29 April that the last elements of B and C Companies finally 

straggled back to the beach and the 2nd Battalion was re-united.  Colonel Braund called the roll, but 

did so with tears in his eyes, as so many men failed to answer their names.  The official casualty 

figures for the 1st Australian Infantry Brigade (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions) over those first three 

days, were; killed or wounded, 60 officers and 1325 other ranks.  The 2nd Battalion had faired badly, 

recording 16 officers and 434 other ranks as casualties. 

Ted McCristal was one of the lucky few from D Company who came through those first three days 

unscathed.  Over the next few days the men were left to their own devices on the beach – to sleep, 

swim or mend clothes.  But first everyone went in search of their mates, and if dead, circumstances 

of their loss, if wounded the nature of their wound and were they evacuated safely. 

It was not until 2 May that the 2nd Battalion re-entered the line, moving up Victoria Gully in support 

of the RMLI (who had relieved the 2nd Battalion a few days prior).  On 4 May the sad news passed 

around the battalion that their Commanding Officer, Lieut Colonel Braund had been accidentally shot 

dead by an Australian sentry, apparently Braund was partially deaf, and did not halt when challenged 

by the sentry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The photo shown above, has Ted on the far left with other members of the 2nd Battalion 

(possibly D Company)?  The photo was probably taken in May or June on Gallipoli, most 

probably at the Pimple salient.                                                                                                                                                                         

When the 2nd Battalion had re-entered the line on 2 May they initially took over the 5th Battalion’s 

positions in front of Browne’s dip.  On 5 May the battalion was ordered to take up position on the left 

half of the right flank of the 1st Brigades sector.  The area held by the 2nd Battalion was known as 

Pimple Salient and was opposite Lone Pine, the battalion would man these trenches until the final 

evacuation in late December.   

The battalion sector was sub-divided into four subsections, D Company held No 1 section.  B, C and 

A held sections 2, 3 and 4 respectively.  The 8th Battery fired in support of the battalion.   

The firing line was by now deep and narrow, it had posts at intervals of every ten yards, a fire step 

allowed the men to see over the parapet.  The posts were manned by six men under an NCO (photo?), 

two men doing a two-hour shift while the other four slept.  It was forbidden to remove equipment; 

boots or clothing while in the line and all ranks ‘stood to’ arms for one hour before dark and again 

before dawn. Like all troops on Anzac Cove the men of the 2nd Battalion soon found their clothing 

infested with lice. 

The men’s diet consisted of bully beef, biscuits, cheese, bacon, jam and tea. Water was always in 

demand, with each man only allocated a quart per day – for drinking, cooking and washing.  When 

on fatigue duties back to the beach the men would take any opportunity to take a swim in the ocean, 

their only chance for a real wash, even though the risk of being wounded by shellfire was great. 

Between 7-9 May the battalion’s sector was heavily shelled causing heavy casualties.  On 11 May 

the 2nd Battalion’s strength was recorded as being 21 officers and 565 other ranks. 

On 12 May a trench mortar was brought up to the battalion’s sector and was soon in use against the 

Turks.  On that same day and into that night efforts were made to get the Turks to waste ammunition, 

using tactics similar to those employed by the Turks themselves.  Red flares were burned, bugles 

blown and bayonets shown above the parapet.  The extra activity had the desired effect, with the 

Turks firing off thousands of rounds without inflicting any casualties. 

It was around this time that Lance Corporal Beech, a member of the 2nd Battalion, developed the 

periscope rifle.  His invention was used within the battalion and soon copied for use throughout Anzac 

Cove.   

On 18 May a rumour quickly spread that the Turks were about to attack.  Large ammunition supplies 

were brought up in anticipation of the pending attack; airmen and naval sources confirmed that there 

was unusual movement and a concentrating of forces to the rear of the Turkish lines.  At 11.30pm 

that night tremendous rifle fire poured from the Turkish trenches, but no attack was forthcoming. 

Shortly after stand to in the early morning of 19 May the attack did occur.  Despite taking heavy 

casualties and being cut down wave after wave, the Turks continued to attack.  All along the 

Australian and New Zealand positions on Anzac Cove the Turks attacked as they tried to drive the 

allies from the peninsula. 

 



 

 

As daylight broke the attack faded and the full extent of the slaughter was clearly visible.  The Turkish 

dead were piled high, it was estimated that 500 were probably killed or wounded attacking the 2nd 

Battalion’s position at the Pimple.  It was estimated that the Turks might have lost as many as 10,000 

men on that morning.   

Holding their positions the 2nd Battalion lost 2 officers and 18 men killed, and 25 men wounded.  One 

of the battalion’s machine guns was destroyed during the attack; its two crew amongst the battalion’s 

dead.  

The sheer number of dead then became a problem as blowflies and the heat did the rest.  A brief truce 

was held on 20 May, but with no formal acceptance of any conditions by either Headquarters the 

troops were forced to return to their trenches with most bodies still untouched. 

Such were the putrid conditions that greeted members of A Squadron of the 6th Light Horse Squadron, 

as they were attached for duty with the 2nd Battalion on 22 May.  Having landed several weeks after 

the infantry, several light horse units were broken up in a similar way to help bring the battalions 

back to reasonable numbers.  The light horse bandoliers and their unusual mess tins created much 

interest amongst the battalion; the light horsemen were soon made to feel at home.  Perhaps of more 

importance to the infantrymen on that day, 22 May, was that they were given an issue of frozen beef. 

It was not until the 7.30 am on the morning of 24 May, that a formal cease fire was agreed upon to 

bury the Turkish dead from the failed attacks of 19 May.  Like the Turks opposite them the men of 

the 2nd Battalion took advantage of the truce and mingled in No Man’s land and were surprised by 

how close the Turkish trenches were and how some of the positions were so cleverly concealed.  The 

truce held until 4 pm when the grisly work of removing the dead and wounded was mostly complete. 

The 2nd Battalion was further strengthened on 26 May, by the arrival of 130 men who were earmarked 

as the fourth re enforcements for the 2nd Battalion.  The battalion now numbered 22 officers and 631 

men.  Turkish artillery continued to fire on the Pimple and each day the battalion would suffer further 

casualties. 

Over the next few weeks the 2nd Battalion settled into the routine of trench warfare.  Casualties from 

shrapnel wounds and ill health, due to poor diet and sanitary conditions were prevalent.  To alleviate 

this loss of manpower some of the men who had been evacuated early in the campaign began too 

rejoin the battalion. 

Ted McCristal was himself wounded by shrapnel on 20 June; Ted suffered superficial shrapnel 

wounds to his chest.  Treated firstly at the field ambulance, Ted was then evacuated to the hospital 

ship Sicilia and sent back to Cairo. It was not until 8 July that Edward was admitted to the No 2 

General Hospital at Ghezerih, Cairo. 

It was not until 5 August that Edward was fit enough to be discharged to a convalescence camp at 

Helouan.  After only two days at the rest camp Ted was fit enough to return to duty. 

Ted did so at Zeitoun, still in Egypt, here he was attached to the Garrison Headquarters, presumably 

as a military policeman (next page).  Ted was given the rank of acting sergeant to carry out these 

duties.   

 



 

 

Not surprisingly when the call for volunteers for the 

Anzac Provost Corps went out in March 1916, Ted 

responded, offering his services. Initially Gallipoli 

service was a pre requisite, or a favourable 

recommendation from a soldier’s Commanding 

Officer, with a lack of volunteers the criteria was 

relaxed and volunteers from all units within the AIF 

were considered. 

Either Captain Neill or his adjutant Lieutenant 

Rodgers, VC, interviewed all applicants.  Australian 

detectives (brought to Egypt to help with policing 

matters) helped carry out screening, to try to prevent 

the entry of some less desirable characters that 

attempted to join the corps. 

On 3 April 1916, Ted was one of nearly one thousand men taken on strength by the AIF’s fledgling 

provost corps, these men still had to prove themselves during training and not all would become 

military policemen.  Ted was promoted to the rank of corporal on 3 April. 

The men were trained at a camp at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo.  The Corps decided it would 

need around 600 men, comprising two companies of infantry and a squadron of Light Horse; 

accordingly a rigid system of weeding out was carried out.  During the training any man who wished 

to return to his unit was allowed to do so, and any man who committed a serious breach of discipline 

was immediately rejected. 

The training at Abbassia was along similar lines to any other School of Instruction.  The early morning 

was devoted to physical exercises and ordinary infantry training, from 10.30 until 12.00 lectures were 

given on various subjects.  Initially these lessons were on normal military subjects, such as musketry 

and bayonet fighting, but as the training evolved, police work was concentrated on.  Generally during 

the afternoon consisted of drill, and a high importance was placed on ensuring that the men’s dress 

and bearing were first rate. 

It was on 7 May that the bulk of the men completed their training, Corporal Ted McCristal became 

part of what was referred to as the infantry section, this detachment immediately started to take control 

of the Cairo district.  Its number varied and initially was probably far greater, but would settle to 

around 100 men. 

Taking over the policing of Australian troops in Cairo from the previous Cairo Town Piquet was no 

easy task.  Discipline within Cairo was lax and disturbances in the Ezbekiah district were an almost 

nightly occurrence.  Patrol Headquarters were set up in the Russell Soldiers Home in Sharia el Madhi, 

where there was always a provost officer on duty.  Initially the AIF troops on leave did not take well 

to the presence of Australian military police, and the Guard Rooms at Kasr el Nil were full every 

night.   

However after several weeks of strict discipline the troops soon settled down and offences became 

less prevalent.   By 19 May the entire Infantry Section of the Anzac Provost Corps had moved into 

the Cairo district, and the Mounted Section took over control of the Abbassia and Heliopolis districts. 



 

 

During June 1916 a detachment of fifty men under Lieutenant Kensett left for France, to carry out 

duties amongst the increasing number of Australian troops heading for service on the Western Front.  

The exodus of troops from Egypt continued throughout July and a decision was made to send the 

greater part of the corps to England.   

Accordingly on 3 August 1916 the main body of the corps embarked for Tidworth, England.  The 

Egyptian Section, Anzac Provost Corps, left behind to police Egypt, numbered 7 officers and 250 

men.  The Mounted Section comprised of Lieutenant’s Jordan, Watts, Hassam(?), Fussell and Adams 

and 135 men; Lieutenant’s Grigson and Crosby-Brown and 115 men referred to as the Infantry 

Section, continued to police the Cairo district. 

On 25 January 1917 Ted was promoted to the rank of temporary sergeant, he remained with the Cairo 

detachment throughout 1917; he would remain a sergeant for the remainder of the war.  The Corps 

formalised its duties in the Cairo district, a system of escorts for discharged hospital patients was 

instigated.  Several guards had to be supplied in Cairo, on buildings such as the ASC Sack Stores, the 

Telephone Exchange and the Ordnance Depot at Kasr-el-Nil.   

Corporal Ted McCristal is seen 

(below) marching in the front 

of a column of captured 

Turkish prisoners. Ted is in the 

middle front of the photo, with 

a lighter coloured tunic, the 

bulk of the guard are military 

policemen, confirmed by their 

dark armbands.  Some infantry 

and elements of the light horse 

would also be guarding the 

prisoners; they are being led 

through Cairo. (Circa 1916?) 

On 25 January 1917 Ted was 

promoted to the rank of 

temporary sergeant, he 

remained with the Cairo 

detachment throughout 1917; 

he would remain a sergeant for 

the remainder of the war.  The 

Corps formalised its duties in 

the Cairo district, a system of 

escorts for discharged hospital 

patients was instigated.  

Several guards had to be 

supplied in Cairo, on buildings 

such as the ASC Sack Stores, 

the Telephone Exchange and 

the Ordnance Depot at Kasr-el-

Nil.   



 

 

Work in the Cairo district was carried out more or less uneventfully for the rest of the year.  There 

were no serious disturbances amongst troops on leave, as the increased presence of military police in 

the city curtailed unruly behaviour.  There was however some friction between the Anzac Provost 

Corps and the Corps of Military Police (British Red Caps).  Initially the two Corps worked 

independently in the same districts using quite different methods, and there did arise some friction 

between the two units.  Eventually separate beats were allotted in the Ezbekieh district, the most 

troublesome area of Cairo, and this ensured that the two corps had little contact while on duty. 

Towards the end of 1917, on 12 December, Ted was posted to the Port Said detachment for duty.  The 

Port Said detachment had been formed in July 1916, it numbered around 12 men and helped trace 

deserters in the town and carried out general police work amongst the A.I.F. troops on leave in the 

town.  Ted was most probably the Senior N.C.O. in charge of the detachment. 

Ted remained at Port Said until May 1918, while at Port Said he was granted the rank extra regimental 

sergeant, a rank often used within the Provost Corps. In late May Ted returned to the Cairo 

detachment.  On 30 August Ted was admitted to the 31st General Hospital at Abbassia for two weeks. 

Shortly after returning to duty Ted was transferred to the Moascar detachment, an unusual move as 

the Moascar detachment was the Mounted 

section’s responsibility. Ted remained at 

Moascar for the next few months; Moascar 

was the location of the Australian and New 

Zealand Training Centre as well as various 

depots and had a large detachment of military 

police. 

Ted’s early enlistment saw him become 

eligible in October 1918 to return to Australia 

on three months leave.  On 30 November 1918 

he boarded the troopship Port Darwin to 

return to Australia, the photo of Ted to the left 

was taken around this time.  

On both shoulders can be seen the Anzac 

Rosette, worn to indicate service on Gallipoli, 

on his lower right sleeve are the stripes that 

indicate his years of service abroad, in Ted’s 

case four. The Port Darwin arrived at Sydney 

on 26 December, and Ted was granted his 

leave shortly afterwards.   

Ted reported to the 4 A.G.H. at Randwick at 

the completion of his leave for a medical 

check prior to his final discharge.  Found to be 

fit he was recommended for discharge, Ted 

McCristal was formally discharged from the 

A.I.F. on 24 February 1919. 



 

 

“McGOUGH OF THE SECRET SERVICE” 

 
The West Coast Sentinel from South Australia ran an interesting article January 1921, it caught my 

eye because it related to the service of John Henry McGough, a soldier that I recognised as having 

been a military policeman during the Great War. It prompted me to renew my interest in McGough’s 

service, a quick look at his NAA (archives) file shows nothing abnormal about this soldier, his file 

not unusually large, only fifteen pages in length.  

 

The Sentinel’s article was obviously written by an ex-soldier, possibly he had been a military 

policeman serving occasionally alongside McGough, the writer had more probably served with him 

in the Remounts. The article seems to be a mixture of fact and fiction, the truth is probably somewhere 

in between.  

 

John Henry McGough hailed from Mt Pleasant in South Australia, his father, Henry (senior) had 

emigrated from Ireland in 1866(?), settling in South Australia he married Honorah Kain at Mount 

Barker in 1873. Harry (as he was always known) married Susannah (Susie) Maria Thackrah in April 

1905 at Northam, it appears that Jack took over the ‘diary and milk round’ that Susie had been running 

in 1906. Harry vowed to ‘continue to supply only the purest milk’.  

   

In 1913 Harry McGough had bought into the Robinson Estate, his holding was within a few miles of 

Albany, he had bought 25 acres at 12 pounds per acre. The Robinson estate was some 2,560 acres 

and was immediately adjacent to Albany. The estate had been purchased by Mr Herbert Robinson, 

the Mayor of Albany. The land did have some drainage issues which was largely solved by placing a 

large main drain through the estate, the drain was some three and a half miles in length.  

 

Harry built a ‘substantial homestead’ for Susie and their six children, Bobby, Dulcie, Iris, Allan, 

Victor and their latest addition Hubert. Harry described himself as being a farmer, he continued 

farming on the ‘Robinson Estate’. 

Harry was nearly 42 years of age when he chose to enlist on ____,and it was probably due to his age 

that Harry volunteered for the Remounts and became part of the 4th Squadron, 1st Remount Unit. 

Squadrons for the 1st Remounts were drawn from Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia and South 

Australia. Each of the squadrons contained 40 Rough Riders, all young men specially selected for 

their horsemanship. 

The bulk of the unit came together at Maribyrnong 

in Victoria. Here the equipment needed for the unit 

was sourced and the men continued their military 

service. The 1st Remount Unit embarked from the 

port of Melbourne aboard the Orsova on 12 

November 1915. Also aboard were two squadrons 

of the 2nd Remount Unit (presumably raised in 

N.S.W. and Queensland). The Orsova (shown 

right) reached Fremantle on 18 November and it 

was here that Lieutenants Watts and Blake joined 

the unit. 

The voyage to Egypt was without incident. As well as the Remount troops, there were also some 

artillery and service corps men, and a large number of Australian Nursing sisters aboard. The Orsova 

coaled up at Aden, and arrived at Suez on 8 December 1915, arriving in Egypt just before Christmas. 

Watts would later be entitled to wear the 1914-15 Star. 



 

 

Sid Cusack (from WA) in the Sunday Times described the unit’s voyage and some of its personalities:  

“It is now nearly two months since the remounts shook the dust of W.A. from off their 

number nines. We have done some travelling in the time, but ere this letter reaches 

Australia we will probably be settled down to work. So far it has been a huge holiday, 

and most of us will be glad to get properly into harness. The trip so far has been grand, 

the weather a trifle warm during the day, but delightfully cool in the evenings, while 

the treatment and accommodation of troops on ship board have been superb. So good, 

in fact, that one cannot help thinking that either the remounts have been exceptionally 

lucky or those who have sent back complaints to Australia have allowed their 

imagination to get the better of them. We have plenty of room for exercise, ditto food, 

and all of it well cooked. In fact, it is superior to anything we had in camp either in 

the West or in Victoria. Sports and concerts are held every afternoon and evening, and 

the talent is surprising. A lot of the singers would do credit to any concert platform. 

The W.A.’s and Tasmanians are one squadron – D – under the command of Captain 

Boyes, with Lieut’s Watts and Blake, two Westralians, as his officers. The choice of 

officers is a happy one, particularly as regards Lieut Watts, who, known throughout 

the West as an accomplished horseman, has all the confidence of the men. Besides, he 

is known personally to so many that it is like being with an old friend. He is going to 

make good. We help to make up the first unit under Colonel McLeich, of Victoria, who 

seems a very capable man, who has seen service in Africa. Our sergeant-major is an 

ex-Indian soldier named Lewis, who of late years has been residing in the Denmark 

district near Albany. The sergeants comprise a well-known resident of Katanning 

named Jack Blythe, Harry Staber, who was attached to the staff of the railway goods 

shed in Perth, and Reg Paget of the Permanent Remount Depot at Guilford. The 

corporals are Ottey, at one time in the police at Perth and Peak Hill, and Wilson, an 

old Indian soldier, while the lance-corporals are Baxter, one of the permanent 

remount men from Guilford; McDermott, a well-known Toodyay identity, and Gasnor. 

They are all shaping well, though our sergeant-major’s strict adherence to the 

Imperial or Indian ideas of issuing orders and enforcing discipline hits home hard on 

the majority. However, probably the men will get used to him ere long, or perhaps, he 

will soon learn that a more mild manner will enhance his popularity. He is I believe, 

a good fellow at heart, and only needs to get used to the ways of the Australian. 

We are a mixed lot. In the ranks you will find the wealthy squatter or a farmer, the 

miner, the clerk and the navvy, all as happy as Larry, and they are as good a lot of 

men as you will find anywhere. We have been called ‘the old men and cripples 

brigade’, but when we are wanted it will be found that all of us who were either too 

old or had some defect which precluded us from joining the fighting forces will more 

than hold our end up.   

The 1st Remount Unit disembarked on 9 December and entrained to Zeitoun where they camped. The 

total strength of the unit was only just short of 800 men. On 14 December the unit took charge of 198 

artillery horses; these were the first horses handled by the unit. 

It was found upon arriving in Egypt that the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula was beginning; 

consequently, the original work intended for the unit would not to be required. British authorities 

decided to utilise the unit and it was placed under the command of Brigadier-General C.L. Bates, 

C.M.G., D.S.O., Director of Remounts, and of all Remount Depots in Egypt.  



 

 

On Christmas Eve the unit was handed its first draft of horses – 356 all up. On 28 December the unit 

moved out from Zeitoun and marched to Maadi, where a depot was established. That march was some 

16 miles, with only six men falling out. Headquarters and the two squadrons of the 2nd Remount Unit 

were luckier; they reached Maadi the same day aboard a train.  

On 29 December the unit was tasked with moving 716 mules from the Abbassia Remount Depot 

across to the Maadi Remount Depot. Some 60 men were sent to Abbassia to herd the mules. The path 

taken by the mules passed through historic land, including through the Tombs of the Khallifs, between 

the famous Citadel and Blue Mosque, and through the Dead City onto open desert. The mules were 

of some annoyance to the locals, as some strayed into enclosures and some into graveyards along the 

way. 

The photo (below) are from a demonstration given by the Remounts at the Heliopolis Racecourse, it 

shows a 1st Remount rough rider, Tabner, handling a horse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February 1916 a letter appeared back in The West Australian newspaper, in it Harry thanked Miss 

Eileen Casey for a Christmas parcel that he had received from his home state that Eileen had helped 

put together. Harry was still with the remounts. Harry conveyed to Miss Casey that as well as a 

pudding, the parcel also included; two handkerchiefs, four packets of smokes, three packets of 

chewing gum, four packets [of] chocolates, 1 packet cigars, bootlaces, safety___, milk kisses, and 

some raisins. Harry assured Miss Casey that he had ‘heartily enjoyed them’. 

Towards the end of his letter Harry wrote that he was attached to the ‘WA Rough Riders, but may be 

transferred to the Light Horse’.  

In early March 1916 it was proposed to reduce the strength of the Australian Remount Depot by half, 

which was to be done by forming one unit from both the 1st and 2nd Australian Remount Units. It was 

intended to give the officers, N.C.O.s and men not required for the new unit the opportunity to join 

other corps if medically fit. Those that were unfit were to return to Australia. 



 

 

On 6 March 1916 applications for transfer were called for. It was not 

until 27 March that the formation of the unit occurred. The procedure 

was as simple as halving the units, with the exception of both unit’s 

rough riders, who were all retained.  

A number of men volunteered for the newly forming Anzac Provost 

Corps, which was coming together at Abbassia. Lieutenant Watts and 

Adams transferred to the provosts, the Corporal Wilson (bottom) 

mentioned in Sid Cusack’s letter also did so, another from WA was 

Corporal Wheatley (top). Trooper John McGough was also accepted 

to train and assess his suitability, he began his training at Abbassia on 

5 April 1916. John spent the next few months at Abbassia. 

The writer of the 1921 articles recollection of McGough’s early years are a bit vague and are not fully 

accurate. He described;  

McGough was a loyal Australian-born German. His real name was Gough. Early in 1917, for 

reasons best known to himself, he volunteered for service in the mounted section of the Anzac 

Provost corps, and was transferred to the training depot at Heliopolis. McGough had done 

about three months training for his new job when he suddenly received orders to pack up and 

report at Headquarters, Kasr-el-nil, Cairo. Speculation at the barracks was rife as to 

McGough’s future destiny, and some predicted staff objection to his German blood. No one 

seemed to guess the real truth, and the incident was almost forgotten when news arrived that 

he had been seen dressed as a regimental sergeant from the desert on leave at the Kursaal, 

the great music hall of Cairo. Was he really back in the lines? or perhaps he might be a 

deserter. The informer of the news was emphatic about it being the real McGough. Slowly it 

dawned on the older men, and reliable information soon filtered through. McGough had been 

attached to the British Secret Service.  

 

 



 

 

McGough’s file shows nothing of being 

attached to the ‘British Secret Service’, if 

indeed any such entry would have been made. 

The date of McGough’s transfer is also about a 

year out. A far simpler theory for his leaving 

Abbassia (blue arrow) (Heliopolis by writer 

green arrow) would be that be that he followed 

Lieutenant Hyam (as his batman) when he left 

the provost corps to join the 67th Australian 

Squadron of the Royal Flying Corps. 

So McGough was in fact attached to the Flying 

Corps up until early April 1917. On 30 March 

1917 Lieutenant Hyam died from wounds that 

he received while flying near Rafa. Only a few 

weeks later, on 12 April, McGough himself 

suffered shrapnel wounds, presumably inflicted 

during an enemy raid on the squadron’s airfield, 

Harry suffered wounds to his right thigh and 

foot. 

Harry was sent back to the 14th AGH at Port 

Said (?)  where he remained until 10 May, when 

he was sent to a convalescent depot. On 8 June 

1917 McGough ceased to be attached to the Flying Corps and returned to duty with the Anzac Provost 

Corps.  

Trooper McGough is shown as returning to ‘police duties’ in Cairo, most probably at Heliopolis, 

where indeed a portion of the detachment were from the mounted section of the corps. On 26 March 

1918 John was promoted to corporal. On 10 May 1918 he is shown as being transferred from 

Heliopolis to Moascar. Moascar was the provost depot for postings and training for those now joining 

the corps. In mid-May John was posted to the DMC (Desert Mounted Corps) rest camp for just under 

two months, the nature of this time [on rest or on duty at the camp] is not clear, possibly McGough 

may have been on special duties during this time.  Corporal McGough returned to police duties on 13 

July 1918 (back in Cairo?).  

It was not until early December 1918 that McGough was promoted to the rank of sergeant (acting). 

The article writer further wrote in his article that;  

Gough could speak German fluently, he was a crack shot, and he could keep his counsel – all 

qualities essential to his new work. Though a close friend of his, I never learned the nature of 

his training, yet I know he was a great success. It was wonderful how I would meet him, 

sometimes in the field near the enemy’s lines, sometimes down on leave I would find myself 

seated beside him amongst thousands of troops at a big concert or boxing tournament, and 

once when strolling through Esbekiah Gardens at Cairo I saw him casually leaning on the 

lawn fencing, and as I passed opposite he murmured two words. “standby”. I knew something 

was doing and presently two plain clothes stalwarts closed on a deserted deserter emerging 

from the Y.M.C.A. McGough was the secret of his capture and the deserter never knew.   

After two years of secret service work, so competent had he become, that McGough became 

known as the mystical McGough.  



 

 

Documents held by this author perhaps clarify a more logical conclusion as to McGough’s service 

and may not have been as secretive as the 1921 author would suggest. The statements relate to 

McGough during the latter part of 1918 when he was the NCO (corporal and then sergeant) in charge 

of a team of ‘Special Duties’ men, it appears that about five men were employed in seeking out 

deserters and criminal activities within (predominantly the Cairo area). To carry out their duties the 

men (at times) were authorised to wear civilian attire.  

 

The first page of the documents has a covering letter written by the then OIC of 

the Cairo Detachment Captain D. Grigson (show to the right as a sergeant) on 

20 October 1918 to Colonel Bisdee VC (head of the corps);  

 

 

With reference to certain members of this detachment who are 

employed as Special duty men, I wish to bring to your notice the good 

work which has been done by Cpl McGough and A/Cpls Anderson and 

Campbell. The last mentioned two have only been on the job since the 

13th of September. 

  

These three N.C.O’s are especially responsible for the locating 

and arresting of Four deserters within the short space of time; namely;- 

 

No 888.Tpr H.Riddell, 7th A.L.H. Regt. Deserted from Port Said 

Rest camp on the 23rd of May 1918, and arrested on the 2/10/18 in Cairo. 

 

No 336. Dvr O.C.M. Ingrey., AASC deserted from Moascar Camp on the 12/4/18, and 

arrested on the 2/10/18 in Cairo. 

 

No 2099. Tpr A.W. Calder, 10th L.H. regt. Deserted from the Boulac Convalescent 

Depot on the 29/7/18, and arrested on 11/10/18 in Cairo dressed in civilian clothes.  

 

No 104. Tpr F.L. Flynn, 4th A.L.H. Field Ambulance. Deserted from his unit in the 

Field on the 17/6/18 and arrested on the 11/10/18 in Cairo, dressed in civilian clothes. All of 

whom have been very fly customers.  

 

I might also mention that Cpl Anderson was greatly responsible that Tpr Riddell did 

not get away on the night of the arrest. As it was he did get away, and if it hadn’t been for Cpl 

Anderson’s determination he may not have been caught. Cpl Anderson had to follow him for 

about half a mile before he was arrested.  

 

The other two members L/cpls Soni and Povey have also been doing very good work 

in conjunction with the other three. So I feel justified in recommending the four aforesaid 

N.C.O’s to you for some sort of reward in recognition of their good work.  

 

Hoping this will meet with your approval.  

 



 

 

These following reports were made by Corporal McGough; 

 

 

A further statement dated 9 October 1918 records all five of the special duties men reporting to AIF 

Headquarters to receive a ‘short address’ from Lieut Colonel, VC, in relation to their duties. 

 

Jack McGough was in fact mentioned in despatch for his service during the period 19 September to 

31 January 1919. The MID correctly shows McGough as being a Private (Acting Sergeant), 

unfortunately the mention doesn’t elaborate in any details, we assume that it was upon Captain 

Grigson’s recommendation.  

 



 

 

The Cairo detachment Roll Book from 1918/1919 is also available, 

it shows McGough amongst the detachments strength and remaining 

so well into 1919. The detachment’s strength as at 16 July 1919 was 

recorded as 4 Senior NCO’s, 53 men in barracks (Kasr-el-Nil 

Barracks) and 5 men carrying out Special Duty’s, 2 men are shown 

detached to the Field Punishment Compound at Abbassia and 2 sick 

in hospital, a total of  66 men. At that time McGough was still in 

charge of the Special Duty men, Fawcett (above right), Smith (above), James and 

Etherington.  

 

Only one of the special duty men (from earlier) appears to have been an ex-

policeman, that was Victor Povey, he had been a Broken Hill officer (shown right).  

 

Sergeant McGough was formally promoted to ER Sergeant (Extra regimental) on 5 March 1919, 

when sergeant Stevens marched out from Cairo to Moascar to return to Australia. It was not until 2 

August that John was given a berth back to Australia aboard the Delta. John henry McGough was 

discharged from the AIF on 19 November 1919. 

 

I was looking forward to concluding this profile/article with the view that 

McGough’s role during the Great War was in fact far in excess of what we 

can glean from his file – but I can’t say that. John’s file is consistent with his 

service and without having any first-hand accounts from McGough to verify 

any ‘British Secret Service’ I am sceptical to credit him with any such service. 

 

Maybe McGough’s friend that wrote the 1921 Sentinel article was privy to 

that access, more likely he observed some of McGough’s actions with his 

‘Special Duty’ men. If anything this article has strengthened my desire to find 

a wartime photo of Jack McGough – in order to put a face to the man 

sometimes referred to as being the ‘Mystical McGough’. 

 

After Harry’s return from Egypt he secured (through the repatriation department) an orchard at Mount 

Barker. Harry and Susie had two further children, Jack (jnr) and Norman (twins) were born in 

September 1922. In May 1923 Susie had taken one of the twins to Perth for treatment. However it 

was Susie herself that was admitted to hospital, suffering from ‘Gastric trouble’, unfortunately 

peritonitis developed and she died the following day. The Albany Advertiser described Susie as 

having been; ‘extremely popular, her amiable disposition and kindly manner making her beloved by 

all with whom she came in contact’. Not surprisingly Susie’s funeral at Northam was well attended. 

 

In 1928 one of Harry’s youngest, Norman, was involved in a ‘spring cart’ 

accident, apparently Norman and Hubert and one of the older girls had been 

heading to the nearby railway station to join the Albany train. Hubert (now 13) 

was actually in charge of the cart, about a mile from the station he lost control, 

the cart hitting a tree and overturning, little Norman was pinned under the cart. 

 

Hubert ran a short distance to get his father, Harry freed Norman and carried him 

to the station and from there Norman was taken to Albany. Norman had suffered 

a ‘broken spleen’ and after a major operation it took a long time to recover, he 

probably never fully recovered. In November 1934, Norman (now12) took a ‘turn 

for the worse’ and had to be rushed to the Nornalup Hospital, where he died shortly after being 

admitted. 

 

Harry McGough died _____ 



 

 

1593 PRIVATE Robert Bruce MITCHELL 
 

Robert Bruce Mitchell was part of a large family; the son of Frank Mitchell, the family lived at Bondi. 

Like most young men of his age, he had some military training as a cadet while at school.  Bruce (as 

he was known) was 18 years of age and working as a farmhand when the war broke out, after several 

weeks Bruce returned to the city and sought his parents’ permission to enlist.   

Bruce joined the AIF at Liverpool on 30 November 1914; he became part of the 3rd Reinforcements 

for the 2nd Battalion. The 2nd Battalion was one of the first battalions raised in New South Wales and 

had sailed with the 1st convoy in October 1914. Bruce’s draft sailed for Egypt on 11 February 1915, 

disembarking at Suez on 23 March. 

Private Mitchell didn’t join the 2nd Battalion until early April 1915, shortly before the landing at the 

Dardanelles. The 2nd Battalion landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on the first day, the 25th of April. 

After less than a week on the peninsula, Bruce was wounded, probably by shrapnel. The shrapnel 

hitting him around the region of his right shoulder, with a piece of shrapnel also puncturing his right 

lung. Evacuated off the peninsula, Bruce was shipped back to Alexandria and admitted to the 5th 

Indian General Hospital on 1 May. 

After being stabilised at the Indian Hospital on 30 May, Bruce was transferred to the 17 th General 

Hospital, also still at Alexandria. Bruce remained in hospital until the end of June when he was 

transferred to the Mustapha Convalescent Camp for a break before re-joining his unit. 

It was not until 14 July that Bruce boarded the Itonus and returned to Mudros, and it was a further 

four days before he rejoined the 2nd Battalion on Anzac Cove. Bruce was wounded for the second 

time on 6 August, during an attack at Lone Pine. Struck by a bullet in the neck, Bruce was again 

evacuated from the peninsula. 

Three days after being wounded Bruce was again back in Alexandria and was admitted to the 1st 

Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis for treatment. It was not until 31 December 1915 that Bruce 

was fit enough to return to duty at the Overseas Base at Ghezireh.  

With the Gallipoli campaign over Bruce remained in Egypt. In early 1916 Bruce was sent to the 1st 

Training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir, prior to re-joining his battalion. Instead of returning to a battalion 

on 12 April Bruce volunteered to join the Military Police. 

Private Mitchell joined several hundred other men at a provost training camp at Abbassia, on the 

outskirts of Cairo. The men underwent an induction and assessment to determine whether they were 

suited to be military policemen. 

Bruce had been taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps and was still training when he was 

taken ill. On 18 June 1916 he was admitted to the 3rd Australian General Hospital at Abbassia.  With 

his condition deteriorating, two days later Bruce was transferred to the Government Fever Hospital, 

Cairo, with his condition confirmed as being smallpox. 

Dangerously ill, Private Robert Bruce Mitchell died six days later on 26 June. Bruce was buried in 

the Old Cairo Cemetery.  No doubt he would have been laid to rest not far from Private Sid Robert’s 

grave. He had also died from smallpox on 12 June, and like Bruce, had been training to be an MP at 

Abbassia. 

 



 

 

1165 TROOPER Vivian Merle MULHARE 

Vivian Mulhare was born at Surry Hills in Sydney; he was 20 years old when he enlisted on 28 

September 1914. Still single, Vivian described himself as a painter by trade, his parents continued to 

live in Surry Hills. Private Mulhare became part of 7 Platoon, B Company within the 2nd Battalion. 

The 2nd Battalion sailed in December 1914. Vivian served on Gallipoli, landing on the first day (25 

April 1915), however on 13 May Vivian was evacuated back to Alexandria in Egypt to receive dental 

treatment. 

Vivian appears to have been sent back to Gallipoli in August 1915, his file doesn’t give an exact date.   

But apparently enroute to the peninsula Vivian was admitted to a casualty clearing station at Mudros 

on Lemnos Island.  Remaining on Mudros for about a month Vivian was once again returned to Egypt.                                                                                                                                                                

Private Mulhare doesn’t appear to have rejoined his battalion, receiving treatment and then 

convalescing at various hospitals and depots around Cairo. On 8 April 1916 Vivian was accepted for 

training with the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia.     

Joining several hundred other men at Abbassia, Trooper Mulhare would serve as a military policeman 

for the remainder of the war. In early August 1916 Vivian was with a large body of military policemen 

that sailed for the U.K. aboard the troopship Tunisian.  

Vivian then spent a little over a month at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. On 17 

September 1916 Mulhare was sent to France for duty, after a brief time at the Etaples 

Depot, Vivian was attached for duty at the 1st Anzac Field Compound. In January 1918 

Trooper Mulhare was in trouble with his APM, when he was on a charge of ‘Neglect of Duty’ when 

he failed to relieve a guard in the prescribed manner.  

Vivian was detached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters shortly after the hearing of his charge. In mid-

January 1918 Vivian was detached to the Headquarters of the 4th Division. Trooper Mulhare would 

remain with the 4th Division MMP for just over 5 months.  

In early June 1918 Vivian was evacuated to England 

suffering from trench fever, he would not return to France.  

In early July Vivian was in fact sent to the Overseas Training 

Brigade at Deverill (shown to the right) to ready him for a 

return to France. For whatever reason Vivian was instead 

posted to Tidworth and would remain in England for the 

remainder of his service. In October Vivian was promoted to 

lance corporal. 

On 29 January 1919, Vivian married 21 year old Georgina Summers at Weymouth (Vivian was by 

now 24 years of age). Vivian was now serving with the Weymouth detachment, quite a large 

detachment, it numbered one officer and some forty men.  In mid-February Vivian was promoted to 

corporal. Vivian and Georgina sailed for Australia aboard the Mahana in late September 1919. On 

the voyage home Vivian was admitted to the ship’s hospital ward for a time. Vivian Mulhare was 

discharged from the AIF on 26 January 1920. 

 



 

 

45 SSM Thomas Henry NORTHRIDGE 

Thomas Northridge hailed from South 

Australia, he was 28 years of age when 

he enlisted on 4 September 1914. Prior 

to enlisting he was a constable with the 

South Australian Police.   

Northridge became part of the 3rd Light 

Horse Regiment, most probably part of 

the Machine Gun Section (not 

verified). Thomas served on Anzac 

Cove right up until the final 

evacuation. In early 1916 the 3rd 

Regiment joined the Western Frontier 

Force (in Egypt) for a time.  

In June 1916 Northridge was admitted 

to hospital because of an ingrown 

toenail, upon his return to duty he did 

so with the Anzac Provost Corps at 

Abbassia. The training centre at 

Abbassia was starting to wind down.  

On 24 September Northridge was 

attached to the Headquarters of the 

____ Mounted Division. In early 1917 

Thomas was promoted to the rank of 

corporal and attcahed to the 4th Light 

Horse Brigade Headquarters (within 

the Division. 

On 16 April 1917 Thomas was 

promoted to the rank of sergeant.  In 

October Northridge was attached to the 

1st Light Horse Brigade HQ, he remained with the ____ Mounted Division up until mid May 1918. 

On 18 May 1918 Northridge was posted to Moascar, after a month he was promoted, firstly to CSM 

and then to CQMS (quartermaster). In October Northridge was sent on officer cadet training, but after 

only a few days on course he withdrew at  his own request.  The photo above is obviously from 

aroound this time, Thomas has a crown on his lower sleeve (Sergeant Major), on his right sleeve just 

above his crown he wears his overseas service chevrons (one for each year of service) and also visible 

on the other sleeve are good conduct chevrons that the AIF wore for a time. 

Northridge  reverted to the rank of sergeant and remained that rank for the rest of his time overseas.  

Thomas Northridge returned to Australia aboard the Argyllshire in late January 1919, he was 

discharged back in South Australia on 29 March 1919. 



 

 

2383 PRIVATE Arthur Harold PENNEY 

Arthur Penney hailed from McLaren Vale in South Australia; he was 21 years of age when he enlisted 

on 7 January 1916.  Like most young men of this era Arthur had undergone compulsory military 

training, in Arthur’s case he had some 3 years militia service with the 78th Infantry Regiment. 

On Arthur’s enlistment papers on this occasion he recorded that he had in fact served in the AIF 

previously, but only for a period of 14 days.  No explanation was given for his discharge on that 

occasion.  On this occasion Arthur was sent to various depots and was ultimately allotted to the 4th 

re-enforcements of the 32nd Battalion. 

Arthur’s draft sailed from Adelaide on 9 March 1916, disembarking at Suez on 3 April.  Arthur 

appears to have been one of a significant number of men that were accepted straight from training 

depots to train as military policemen.  The men were to form the core of the Anzac Provost Corps, 

most of the volunteers were men with Gallipoli service, but with not enough men volunteering the 

Corps called upon suitable men from the depots.  

So instead of joining a battalion Arthur was sent to Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo, where he 

joined several hundred men who were trained in the role of becoming military police.  Those deemed 

unsuitable were returned to their original units, others, who found the job not to their liking were also 

allowed to transfer, either back to their original unit or another role.  

At the completion of his training ( or possibly while on probation) Arthur was working with the Cairo 

detachment, when on 24 July he was charged with ‘Conduct to the Prejudice of good order and 

Military Discipline’, in that he did place his arm round the waist of a prostitute while being a member 

of the Anzac Provost Corps.  

Presumably Arthur was on duty at the time that he did this, he was ordered to be was confined to 

barracks for 7 days.  It was only shortly after the completion of his punishment on 3 August 1916 that 

Arthur was amongst the large group of men that were posted to Tidworth in England. 

Arthur remained in England until early 1917, on 2 February he was posted to France 

via the Etaples Depot.  On 20 February Arthur was detached for duty with the 4th 

Divisional MMP.  

On 11 May Arthur was admitted to hospital suffering an attack of scabies.  Upon his release from 

hospital Arthur was sent to work with the APM of Albert, he remained at Albert until 4 August.  

Rather than re-joining the 4th Division’s MMP Arthur returned to duty with the 1st Anzac 

Headquarters detachment. 

On Christmas Eve 1917 Arthur was again on a charge, when he failed to relieve a guard, for this 

misdemeanour he forfeited 10 days’ pay.  In mid-March 1918 Trooper Penney was detached for with 

the 5th Division MMP and would remain with the 5th Division for over six months.  On 20 August 

Arthur was again transferred, this time for duty with the 3rd Division. 

In September 1918 Arthur became due for two weeks leave, which he probably tool in Paris, not in 

the U.K.  On 21 December Arthur was detached to the Australian Corps Headquarters Detachment 

(the 1st and 2nd Anzac Corps Headquarters had been combined in January 1918).   



 

 

On 22 February 1919 Arthur transferred to the 32nd Battalion, an unusual move as he hadn’t seen any 

service with that battalion, other than as a re-enforcement being shipped to Egypt.  Perhaps Arthur 

had another run-in with his provost superiors, spurring him to re-join his ‘original’ unit. 

Arthur returned to England in April 1919 and on 22 May was given a passage back to Australia aboard 

the Durham.  The Durham didn’t dock  in Adelaide until 17 July, Arthur Penney was discharged from 

the AIF on 9 September 1919, his last recorded unit shown as the 32nd Battalion, despite having never 

seen active service with that battalion and serving nearly all his time as a military policeman.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4860 Private Claude Harold PONTING 

Claude was born at Lefroy in Tasmania, he was 19 years of age when he enlisted on 1 December 

1915.  Claude described himself as a cook, he also stated that he had spent a short time in the cadets. 

Private Ponting began his training at the Claremont Camp in 

Tasmania, on 11 Januray he marched into the much larger 

Broadmeadows Camp in Victoria, becoming part of the 15th re-

enforcements for the 12th Battalion.  Claude embarked for Egypt 

aboard the Ballarat on 18 February 1916. 

Upon his arrival in Egypt Claude’s draft was sent to the 3rd Training 

Battalion.  With a lack of volunteers with Gallipoli service in early 

April a call went out for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps, 

those fresh re-enforcements deemed suitable were allowed to 

apply.  Claude’s file shows that he was taken on strength by the 

newly formed corps on 14 April at Abbassia, the bulk of the men 

started their training on 3 April at Abbassia. 

 

At the completion of their training and assessment Claude was one of those sent to England to form 

a detachment there.  These men sailed aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916, the men took up duty 

firstly at Parkhouse, but after a short time were moved to a more permanent barracks at Tidworth 

(Bhurtpore Barracks).  Private Ponting  remained a military policeman in the U.K. for a little over a 

year.  



 

 

On 20 August 1917 Ponting was transferred to a training battalion at Durrington with the view to 

joining the 12th Battalion (his original allocation).  Claude spent several weeks in hospital with the 

flu in November, however by 6 December he was sufficiently recovered and back on duty and heading 

for France. 

After only a few days at a coastal depot Private Ponting joined the 12th Battalion.  At some stage 

Claude did hold the rank of sergeant but this was probably only during his training in Australia and 

possibly the voyage to Egypt.  Ponting served with the 12th Battalion on the Western Front during 

1918, during this period he had several periods in hospital. 

In late 1918 Claude received several months of treatment for a venereal affliction at Le Havre, in 

early 1919 he returned to the U.K. to await a passage back to Australia.  Claude Ponting didn’t return 

to Australia until 1 August 1919, he did so aboard the Ormonde. Ponting was discharged from the 

AIF on 4 October 1919. 

 

1018 LANCE CORPORAL Ernest POOLE  
 

Ernest Poole hailed from Leichhardt in Sydney. He stated that he had five years militia service prior 

to joining the AIF.  Ernest was 20 years of age when he enlisted on 26 November 1914, indicating 

much of his militia training would have been as a school cadet. 

Prior to enlisting Ernest stated that he was working as a sailor, but apparently he didn’t enjoy the sea 

enough to join the navy. Ernest was allotted to the 13th Battalion; the Battalion received only 

rudimentary training before being shipped to Egypt. The battalion was sent to Egypt with the second 

convoy, the bulk of the battalion were aboard the Ulysses. The Ulysses sailed from Melbourne on 22 

December 1914. 

Arriving in Egypt in early February the 13th Battalion, (as part of the 4th Infantry Brigade) became 

part of the Australian and New Zealand Division. The Division continued its training in the desert as 

it prepared for action, and the 13th Battalion’s home became the Aerodrome camp near Heliopolis. 

The 13th Battalion were to land on the Gallipoli Peninsula on the first day, 25 April 1915, but didn’t 

land until late in the afternoon. By early May the battalion had consolidated its position on the 

peninsula. A, B and D Companies held positions a Pope’s post; C Company were at Quinn’s Post 

with the 15th Battalion. Initially the men of C Company called their position ‘Forsythe’s Post,’ after 

their Commanding Officer. It was later formally confirmed that the Post was to be known as Quinn’s 

(Quinn being the senior of the two officers).   

On the 2/3 May the battalion fought battles at Bloody Angle and the Chessboard. After the attack the 

battalion retired for a brief break, the 13th Battalion, like all the 4th Brigade Battalion’s, had been 

decimated by heavy casualties.  

On 5 May the 13th Battalion went back into the trenches at Pope’s, C Company once again took up 

positions at Quinn’s. Towards the end of May the battalion moved into Reserve positions. 

 



 

 

It was while in reserve that Ernest reported to the field ambulance in early June, on 2 June he was 

evacuated to the hospital ship Newmarket, suffering from, what was initially diagnosed as 

‘rheumatism.’ Admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Cairo five days later, Ernest was re-

diagnosed as suffering from malaria. 

Towards the end of July Ernest was transferred to the Convalescent Depot at Helouan. It was not until 

mid-February 1916 that Ernest had recovered enough to return to full duties (possibly while at 

Helouan Ernest may have been on light duties). 

Ernest was sent to work with the APM at Heliopolis on 19 February 1916. When the call came for 

volunteers for the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps in late March Ernest answered the call, his 

Gallipoli service put him in good standing to be accepted. 

Ernest became one of several hundred men who were sent to a Training Camp at Abbassia, on the 

outskirts of Cairo, in early April. Upon marching into Abbassia Ernest was promoted to lance 

corporal, he retained this rank for the remainder of the war. 

On 20 June Ernest was sent for medical attention after being kicked by a horse, while he was watering 

a group of mounts. Ernest was admitted to the 3rd Australian General Hospital, at Abbassia, on 25 

June, he was suffering heavy bruising to his legs. After being released from hospital Ernest was again 

given two weeks convalescence at Montazah. Ernest returned to training at Abbassia on 9 August.   

Ernest doesn’t appear to have been initially accepted for service as a military policeman, instead it 

was recommended he return to his battalion (possibly this may have been at Ernest’s own request). 

On 26 August 1916 Ernest was formally returned to the strength of the 13th Battalion. The 13th 

Battalion by this time had been on the Western Front for several months, in order to join them Ernest 

was sent firstly to a details camp in England.   

Sailing from Alexandria on 21 September, upon his arrival in England Ernest was sent to No 3 Camp 

at Parkhouse. However only three days after his arrival at Parkhouse Ernest was transferred to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, Bhurtpore Barracks was the Australian Provost Training centre for 

the UK and France. Ernest was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps on 8 October 1916, 

apparently now deemed suitable to join the Corp. 

After further training, in mid-November, Ernest was detached to 

work with the AMP (Australian Military Police), also 

sometimes referred to as AGMP (Australian Garrison Military 

Police) in London. Operating from Warwick Square, the 

provosts roles in London were similar to the military police in 

Australia, hence their slightly different title 

Serving under their APM, Major Brown, the numbers of military 

policeman on duty in London had to be increased as troops 

training in the U.K. and troops on leave from France flooded the 

city while on leave or weekend passes.  Many loathed the 

London MP’s, it was their (at times unenviable) responsibility 

to patrol the major sites of the city and monitor Australian troops 

arriving and departing the city. 



 

 

An Australian soldier on leave had precious little time to be ‘accosted’ by home front MP’s checking 

the validity of his leave pass. If a pass was found to be incorrect the soldier was often detained, the 

time taken to telegraph his unit, or by other means verifying its authenticity, could cost the soldier 

several days of his leave. The soldier would not be reimbursed his lost days, even if the clerical error 

was not his fault. 

In early February 1917, in line with Corps policy, (to rotate its men through its 

‘frontline’ units) Ernest was transferred to France.  Ernest was briefly attached for 

service with the APM of the 1st Anzac Headquarters, before being sent to the Headquarters of the 4th 

Australian Division. Ernest would remain with the 4th Division for the remainder of his time on the 

Western Front. Captain Kensett and Sergeant Major Wilkinson ably led the 4th Division’s Provo’s.   

Divisional military policemen faced the same dangers that any troops near the front faced. Their posts 

would often be targeted by German artillery, being unable to move their posts, and having to assist 

the flow of traffic during this shelling, meant that many military policeman, and their traffic control 

colleagues, suffered from shrapnel wounds. 

It was on 1 May 1918 that Ernest Poole was admitted to a hospital at Le Havre, suffering a fracture 

to his spine. His injury was not combat related, apparently while in Le Havre on a short break, Ernest 

had attempted to rescue a drowning French child. When he dove off a breakwater, he did so into 

shallow water, causing his injury. 

 

Paralysed in the lower limbs, Ernest was transferred to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at 

Abbeville (shown above) on 14 June 1918. Shortly afterwards he was transferred to England aboard 

the hospital ship Esquibo. 

Ernest was admitted to the University War Hospital at Southampton, suffering paralysis and acute 

bronchitis.  Ernest made no mention of his attempt to save the French child to staff. Apparently it was 

not until shortly before his death on 14 June 1918, when staff took a formal statement from Ernest 

about his injury that they learnt of his selfless act. 

Ernest Poole passed away on the morning of 14 June; he was not laid to rest until 19 

June, after a formal enquiry into his death. Ernest was officially classified as having died 

while on military service, the jury from the Board of Enquiry commending his gallantry 

in attempting to rescue the French child (no mention is made if in fact the child was 

saved).   

Lance Corporal Ernest Poole was accorded a full Military Funeral, including a Gun 

Carriage, Firing Party, Bugler and Pall Bearers. His coffin was draped with the Union 

Jack flag.  Ernest was laid to rest in the Hollybrook Cemetery at Southampton, his 

graveside service conducted by a local minister, Reverend J.A.G. Birch.  At the 

conclusion of the service the ‘Last Post’ was sounded. 



 

 

176 CORPORAL Martin QUIGLEY 

Martin Quigley receives several mentions in war related articles as having been an ex-policeman from 

the Broken Hill Police Station. Born in Queen’s County Ireland Martin had moved to Australia and 

appears to have served as a policeman (mostly at Broken Hill?) for several years. 

When he enlisted on 20 January 1915 Martin described himself as a miner (he was still in Broken 

Hill), he was still single and by now was 34 years of age.  Martin enlisted at Broken Hill, training in 

South Australia; here he became part of A Company in the 27th Battalion. 

The 27th Battalion sailed from 

Adelaide aboard the Geelong on 

31 May 1915.  Private Quigley 

was with his battalion when it 

left Alexandria for Anzac Cove 

on 4 September. Martin 

remained on the peninsula until 

only a few days before the final 

evacuation when he was 

evacuated to Mudros on Lemnos 

Island suffering from 

haemorrhoids and dysentery. 

Martin received treatment at the 

3rd Australian General Hospital. 

On 30 December 1915 he was evacuated back, firstly to Alexandria from where he was sent for 

further treatment at 2AGH, Ghezireh.  Martin’s file show he was now having dental trouble, it shows 

that he was discharged to a convalescent depot at Helouan in early March 1916. 

Quigley was one of those who volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps, joining the corps at it training 

at Abbassia in early April 1916.   Upon marching into Abbassia (shown below) on 3 April 1916 

Martin was promoted to corporal. Only three weeks later Quigley was promoted to the rank of lance 

sergeant (his substantive rank remained corporal). 



 

 

Sergeant Quigley only remained with the Anzac Provost Corps up until mid-July 1916. At that time 

Martin was formally returned to the 27th Battalion’s strength; this appears to have been mainly for 

the purpose of removing Quigley off the Provost Corp’s establishment. Ill-health appears to have 

been responsible for leaving the corps and similarly would have prevented Martin re-joining a 

fighting unit. 

On 27 July Martin was admitted to a hospital at Tel-el-Kebir suffering callosities and hammer toes. 

On 28 July Quigley was again sent to the 3rd AGH at Abbassia (the provost training centre was co-

located with the hospital).  

In mid-August 1916 Martin was medical boarded back to Australia because of ‘hammer toe and 

planton corns’.  Martin began his return to Australia aboard the Borda leaving Suez on 17 August. 

Martin Quigley was discharged from the AIF on 26 October 1916, as can be seen from the following 

newspaper article Quigley returned to the Broken Hill district to live after the war. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

788 CORPORAL Thomas QUINNEY  
 

Thomas Quinney was only a few weeks past his 25th birthday when he joined up on 11 September 

1914. Thomas was born and bred in the Worcestershire County in England, and his parents, Ernest 

and Clara still lived in the ‘Old Country’. In Australia Thomas was working as a farm labourer in the 

Bamawn district (near Rochester) of Victoria. Thomas stated on his enlistment papers that he had 

four years experience in the Royal Field Artillery prior to emigrating. 

Thomas fronted to the recruiting office at Bendigo to enlist and was allotted as a driver with the 

Service Corps Divisional Train. Thomas sailed with the 1st convoy aboard the Benalla on 19 October 

1914. 

 

Troops boarding the Hororata (left) and the Benalla (right) at Melbourne on 18 October 1914. 

Landing on Gallipoli shortly after the infantry, Thomas served with the Service Corps detachment.  

On 3 August Thomas was promoted to the rank of temporary corporal.   

Thomas remained on Anzac Cove until 26 September 1915, when he was transferred to Mudros.  

While on Mudros Thomas was promoted to corporal. Thomas didn’t return to Gallipoli, instead 

remained on Mudros.   

On 31 October Thomas returned to Alexandria in Egypt and resumed duties there. On 25 November 

Thomas was admitted to hospital, possibly suffering from dysentery. 

 

 



 

 

Left: 3rd London General at Wandsworth. 

Evacuated to England for treatment on 12 December, 

Thomas received treatment at the 3rd London General 

Hospital at Wandsworth. It was not until early April 1916 

that Thomas was fit enough to return to Egypt. 

Instead of re-joining the Service Corps, Thomas 

volunteered to join the newly forming Anzac Provost 

[Police] Corps. The Provost Corps took Thomas on strength on 3 April 1916, subject to him passing 

his training at Abbassia, where an AIF Provost Training Centre had been established.  

At the completion of his training 

Thomas remained in Egypt. It was not 

until early August that Thomas was 

sent to England. He boarded the 

Tunisian on 3 August, disembarking 

several days later. In England Thomas 

was sent to the Hurdcott detachment 

for duty.   

On 12 December 1917 Thomas 

fronted Colonel Williams at his 

Headquarters at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, charged with being AWL on 10 December from 4pm 

until the following morning. Thomas was reprimanded over the matter and forfeited two days’ pay.   

In line with Corps policy on troop rotation, Thomas was warned out for duty in France in early 1918. 

On 24 January 1918 Thomas arrived at the Base depot at Le Havre and by 30 January was detached 

to the Headquarters, 1st Australian Division, for duty.  

In early March Thomas and six other men from his unit attended the 4th 

Army Provost School of Instruction for two weeks refresher training. 

Thomas did well achieving good marks, like the others on the course he 

scored poorly on the range when handling the revolver.  

The men rejoined the 1st Division on 18 March. Thomas continued to 

serve as a corporal with the 1st Division Provo’s. 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Quinney was killed in action on 18 September 1918. His unit’s nominal roll reported that he 

had been killed by enemy shellfire. Chaplain H Hayden from the 12th Infantry Brigade supervised 

Thomas’s burial in the Jeancourt Military Cemetery. 



 

 

711 TROOPER Edward George RAINBOW  

Edward Rainbow hailed from Kyneton in Victoria, he was 35 years of age when he fronted to enlist 

at Kyneton on 22 August 1914.  Edward recorded his pre-war trade as being a driver; he also stated 

that he had served for some time with the 8th Light Horse (militia).  Private Rainbow became part of 

F Company within the Victorian 7th Battalion.  Edward’s company is shown to the right in a Darge 

portrait, taken no doubt at Broadmeadows shortly before the battalion sailed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward was most probably standing next to several other Kyneton men when he joined up, David 

Reid has the regimental number of 708, Frank Maloney number 709, they both hailed from Kyneton.  

There were also several other men from Kyneton within Edward’s company, Castlemaine and 

Daylesford men also featured heavily within the company, indicating the rural nature of the company.  

There was also a James (22nd Battalion) and Charles Rainbow (7th Battalion) who also enlisted from 

Kyneton, possibly Edward’s cousins? 

The 7th Battalion sailed with the 1st Convoy, the bulk of the 6th and 7th Battalions boarded the 

Hororata, sailing on 19 October 1914.  With over 2000 men and 150 Officers onboard the troopship 

was very crowded, the men had to adapt to sleeping in hammocks with only three inches between.   

Towards the end of October, while at Albany in West Australia, A Company from the 6 th Battalion 

was transferred to the Omrah, this relieved the overcrowding to some extent. 

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, lectures 

and musketry practice helped keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts were probably 

of more interest to the men as they whiled away the long hours at sea. The Hororata and Omrah both 

docked at Suez on 1 December 1914, but both battalions were kept on-board for several days before 

disembarking.  

The two battalions were sent by train to Cairo, from Cairo the battalions boarded electric trams, which 

took them the 19 kilometres to the Mena Camp.  Without any of their baggage or blankets on the first 

night most of the men simply slept in or under their greatcoats on the relatively soft ground. 

Shortly after the battalion’s arrival training resumed, numerous route marches into the desert tested 

the men.  However leave was also liberally granted and the officers and men were easily able to get 

to Cairo to see the wondrous ancient sites, as well as indulging in the seedier aspects that the city 

offered.  The locals took full advantage of the Australian troop’s presence and hawkers would be 

present, even on route marches, in the hope of selling their oranges, chocolates and cigarettes to the 

men. 



 

 

Of course the close proximity of the Mena Camp to the pyramids meant that nearly every man from 

the battalion would pose on a camel with the pyramids as the backdrop.  In early January the eight–

company battalions were re-organised into only four, E and F Companies were combined and became 

the new C Company.  Edward now became part of C Company. 

The 7th Battalion was amongst the first battalions to land on the Gallipoli peninsula on 25 April.  The 

battalion, as part of the 2nd Brigade fought for and consolidated positions on and around the 400 

Plateau.  After consolidating those positions for several days the battalion was withdrawn to the 

relative safety of Shell Green.  Here the battalion re-grouped and rested after the intense fighting of 

the landing and the first few nights. On 2 May the battalion re-entered support trenches.    

On 5 May the 2nd Brigade, which included the 7th Battalion was ordered to march to the south to Cape 

Helles, in order to help the British Forces there.  The men from the 7th Battalion (like its sister 

battalions) were merely bystanders for several days.  However on 8 May the entire 2nd Brigade entered 

the attack on the village of Krithia. 

The Australian Brigade suffered heavy losses, the same as the British units at Cape Helles, a same 

gain was territory was made, but Krithia was still unable to be seized.  By 13 May the 7 th Battalion 

(normally over 1,000 men) numbered only 8 officers and 366 men.   

The battalion, or what was left, returned to Anzac Cove, the battalion returned to positions on the 

peninsula near Lone Pine and would remain there on rotation with other units.  Edward received 

promotion to lance corporal several weeks after the landing.  The 7th Battalion was gradually re-

enforced as some fresh re-enforcements arrived on the peninsula, ill-health continued to plague all 

units and saw many evacuations over the next few months.  Edward continued to serve with his 

battalion and was promoted to corporal on 21 August 1915. 

The entire 7th Battalion was finally relieved from the peninsula on 13 September.  Corporal Rainbow 

was one of those that had been with the battalion since the landing, the battalion was shipped back to 

Lemnos Island for a well-deserved break.  By the time the battalion arrived at Mudros it numbered 

only 17 Officers and 285 men. 

Unfortunately the men had to march some four kilometres to a rest camp at West Point; having been 

on the Gallipoli peninsula for all that time had badly deteriorated the men’s health, the march badly 

knocked the men’s feet around.  A bad storm a few days later made life miserable for the men for a 

day or two, but gradually they were able to recuperate and regain fitness and training and sporting 

competitions began to resume. 

On 24 September the battalion marched to a new site named Sarpi Camp.  On 12 October a route 

march showed that the battalion was still not fully fit, many of the men having to be stretchered back 

to camp. 

Obviously Edward was one of those still suffering the effects of serving on the peninsula; on 28 

October he attended the 2nd Field Ambulance and was diagnosed as suffering from jaundice.  Edward 

was admitted to the 1st Canadian Stationary Hospital on Lemnos for treatment, while in hospital 

Edward reverted to his substantive rank of lance corporal. 



 

 

Edward was released from hospital in early November 1915; he then spent time at the Australian and 

New Zealand Base Depot, still at Mudros.  Edward was still at that depot when the 7th Battalion 

boarded the troopship Abbassieh and returned to the Gallipoli Peninsula on 25 November.  

On 6 December Edward was considered fit to re-join his battalion and he sailed from the Anzac 

Advanced Base at Mudros back to Anzac Cove.  On 7 December Edward returned to the 7th Battalion, 

he was quickly given back his two stripes when Corporal Mills was posted from C Company to 

Headquarters. 

Edwards stay on the peninsula was only brief, as less than two weeks later the entire campaign was 

abandoned and the peninsula evacuated.   After a short time at Lemnos the 7th Battalion boarded the 

Empress of Britain and returned to Egypt, arriving at Alexandria on 7 January 1916. 

In mid-January 1916 Edward had to be admitted to the 2nd Field Ambulance, suffering from the 

mumps.  Edward was not discharged until 3 February; he probably remained at a depot in Cairo for 

the next two months. 

Rather than re-joining his battalion, Edward volunteered for service as a military policeman, he was 

formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 1916.  Edward spent the next four 

months at Abbassia where he was assessed for his suitability to join the corps, Edward was one of 

those that found the role to his liking and he was accepted. 

On 3 August 1916 Edward was with a large contingent of Australian military policemen that were 

sent to England aboard the Tunisian.  Trooper Rainbow then spent a little over two months at 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, during this time Tidworth became the focal point for the AIF’s 

military police.  

Edward was sent to France on 8 October 1916, he spent only a few days at the Etaples 

depot before sent for duty with the 4th Divisional MMP, Troopers Rowan, Kennedy and 

Martini also being posted from Tidworth at that same time. 

Edward served with the 4th Divisional MMP for the remainder of 1916 and for the first few months 

of 1917.  On 12 February Edward was transferred for duty at the 1st Anzac Field Punishment 

Compound.   

Edward’s file is a little confusing as to whether he was promoted back to the rank of corporal.  

Possibly he was promoted to the rank of temporary corporal; that was while he was at the Punishment 

Compound, he remained posted to the FP Compound throughout 1917 and most of 1918. 

In January 1918 the two Anzac Corps Headquarters were merged into one and became the Australian 

Corps Headquarters.  Similarly Edward’s unit now became known as the Australian Corps Field 

Punishment Compound. 

With his early enlistment (August 1914) in late September 1918 Edward became eligible for three 

months furlough back home to Australia.  Upon leaving the FP Compound prepare for his return to 

Australia Edward reverted in rank back to trooper (private).  Edward joined many other ‘original 

Anzacs’ as they gathered at Taranto in Italy, he boarded the troopship Port Sydney and began his 

return to Australia.  The Port Sydney arrived back in Victoria on 2 December 1918; Edward Rainbow 

was discharged from the AIF on 31 January 1919. 



 

 

3900 PRIVATE Emmanuel REID 
 

Emmanuel Reid was 22 years old when he enlisted on 4 December 1915. He had previously been 

rejected because of his teeth. Emmanuel was the son of John and Isabella Reid of Denicull Creek near 

Ararat. 

 

Emmanuel’s file shows that he fronted for his medical at Ararat on 

19 November and then, like many country recruits, was re-

examined in Melbourne (in Reid’s case only a day or two later). 

Emmanuel was then sent to the 23rd Depot Battalion to begin his 

training. In mid-December he was allotted to the 9th Reinforcements 

for the 24th Battalion, moving to the Williamstown Camp to 

continue his training.  

 

That draft of men sailed aboard the Warilda on 8 February 1916.  

Shortly after their arrival in Egypt a call went out for volunteers to 

form the Anzac Provost Corps. With a shortage of Gallipoli men 

answering the call, a wider recruitment was done. Many of the fresh 

reinforcements arriving at the training camps were considered (after 

a screening process). A number of men waiting to join the 24th 

Battalion, including Emmanuel, volunteered.  

 

The men all formally came on strength with the Anzac 

Provost Corps on 3 April 1916, and commenced training at 

Abbassia on the outskirts of Cairo. There was a period of 

probation as the men trained – not all men were deemed 

suitable; some were returned to their original units; others 

found the life of being a military policeman not to their 

liking and opted to soldier on elsewhere. 

 

Emmanuel spent a little under three months training at Abbassia before he opted to return to the 24 th 

Battalion. His file doesn’t indicate any formal reason for the transfer. With some it was due to 

disciplinary breaches, but Emmanuel’s file shows no such indiscretions. However, it was not unusual 

to see a number of men from a ‘draft’ opt to re-join their original unit. Emmanuel transferred back to 

the 24th Battalion on 2 July. 

 

By now the 24th Battalion was serving on the Western Front, and after a short time at a depot in Egypt, 

Reid sailed to France. Emmanuel arrived at the Etaples Depot in France on 24 August. It was a little 

over a month later that Emmanuel joined the battalion that he had originally been drafted to back in 

late 1915. 

 

Finally, on 2 October 1916, Emmanuel reached the 24th Battalion on the Western Front. He was 

amongst 63 fresh reinforcements that joined the battalion at Bonneville; the battalion having come 

out of the line at Mouquet Farm in late August. The battalion spent the first half of October resting 

away from the line and the men’s time was occupied with various lectures and training. 

On 15 October the battalion entered the frontline at Ypres. On the night of 19 October the battalion 

was relieved and moved back to Steenvoorde. The next few days were spent marching and in ‘motor’ 

buses until finally, on the afternoon of 27 October, the battalion arrived at Buire where they wearily 

settled into billets. 



 

 

November was spent in and around Longueval. A portion of the month was spent in support positions 

for the 7th Brigade and the battalion was also heavily committed to various work parties. The working 

parties were mainly utilised on the railways and in road construction,. Towards the end of the month 

the battalion moved to near Dernancourt, south of Albert. Much of December was spent in similar 

working parties. 

By 1 January 1917 the battalion was being utilised in work parties around Montauban, the men being 

billeted at the Adelaide Camp. On 3 January the battalion once again entered the frontline, occupying 

trenches known as Thistle and Needle Trenches. On 9 January the 21st Battalion relieved the 24th 

Battalion.  

C and D Companies returned to the Adelaide Camp, while A and B companies moved to C Camp at 

Bernafay. From the 10th to the 14th January, A and B Companies remained at Adelaide Camp resting. 

On 14 January the two other companies also moved to Bernafay, reuniting the battalion. 

On 15 January the 24th Battalion entrained to Ribemont, where the battalion resumed military training 

to keep the men active. The cold weather made life very uncomfortable. The battalion was offered 

some relief when the men were allowed to go to Heilly for warm baths. The remainder of January 

was spent training and several parties were sent to Pont Remy for musketry training. 

On 29 January the 7th Brigade moved from Ribemont to the Becourt Camp. The 24th Battalion’s war 

diary noted that the camp there was good and reasonably comfortable despite the weather remaining 

cold. 

Training continued right up until 5 February. In early February the battalion had moved closer to the 

frontline, taking over the Scots Redoubt Camp. On 5 February the 24th relieved the 17th Battalion. 

Light casualties were incurred during the changeover. 

The battalion only remained in the line-up until 8 January, when it retired to Pioneer Camp (with the 

exception of C Company who retired to the Middlewood Camp). On 13 January the battalion moved 

to C Camp at Fricourt. The cold weather was beginning to ease somewhat. 

On 17 January the battalion took over trenches at William Alley. The men were kept busy reinforcing 

and improving their trenches and the battalion also actively patrolled at night. The Germans in this 

sector were also quite active, sending out their own fighting patrols. 

After five days in the line the battalion once again retired to Pioneer Camp. The battalion resumed its 

normal training for a few days, before once again returning to the frontline at William Alley on 25 

February. On 26 February the battalion moved forward, briefly taking up a line of outposts in front 

of Warlancourt. Later that day the 26th and 28th Battalion took over the positions, and the 24th moved 

back to C Camp at Fricourt.  

However, Private Reid was no longer with his battalion, as he had been wounded on 26 February, 

suffering serious shrapnel wounds to his left shoulder. Quickly evacuated back to a casualty clearing 

station, he was then placed aboard a hospital train and sent to Rouen on the French coast. 

 



 

 

On 3 March 1917 Emmanuel was sent back to England, crossing the English Channel aboard the 

hospital ship Grantully Castle. Upon his arrival in the UK Reid was admitted to the 1st Birmingham 

War Hospital. 

No exact date appears on Emmanuel’s file, but once stabilised and in keeping with AIF policy, he 

was transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford (probably in late June or early 

July 1917. Emmanuel was then sent to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth; not to prepare him for 

a return to France, but rather to be sent back to Australia to fully recover from his wounds.   

On 25 August 1917 Emmanuel boarded a hospital ship and began his return to Australia. His file was 

marked ‘for change’ indicating when fit he may have returned to the war. Emmanuel didn’t regain 

full fitness and on 5 December 1917 he was discharged as being medically unfit from the AIF. 

Emmanuel returned to Ararat where he lived for the rest of his life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3185 PRIVATE Sidney ROBERTS  
 

Sid Roberts was born at “Warrow Station”, near Port Lincoln in South Australia, on 28 November 

1888, where his father was manager. Sid was one of three sons of Charles and Mary Roberts; he also 

had two sisters, Ruth and Evelina May. When old enough to leave school Sid worked as a farmhand 

at Wilkur. In 1909 Sid returned to South Australia and began work on the railway line from 

Oodnadatta to Alice Springs, Sid then settled down in Port Lincoln with the railways, working as a 

railway packer. 

Sid’s father died, and Mary later remarried a Mr William McJannet, Mary and at least part of her 

family moved to Warracknabeal to live, William worked as a librarian at the Mechanics Institute.  Sid 

probably spent part of his life in the Warracknabeal district, including part of his schooling. Sid’s 

brothers, Percy and Willie both enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war.  Sid continued to work on 

the railways at Port Lincoln, where he was engaged to a local lass. 

Sid enlisted on 29 June 1915, his documents show him as 20 years of age, but according to his date 

of birth, it should have been recorded as 25.  Joining up in South Australia, Private Roberts became 

part of the 8th Reinforcements for the 10th Battalion. Sid ended up sailing to the Middle East aboard 

the RMS Morea as part of the 10th Reinforcements in August 1915. 

The bulk of the 10th Battalion were serving on 

Gallipoli when Sid reached Egypt. Sid was 

sent to the Battalion’s Base Camp on Mudros 

Island on 25 November 1915, and remained 

on Mudros for the next month.  

With the evacuation of Anzac Cove in late 

December, the 10th Battalion, now including 

Sid, returned to Egypt. The troopship Seang 

Bee carrying the Battalion docked at 

Alexandria on 29 December 1915. 

Sid remained with the 10th Battalion 

throughout January 1916. On 6 February Sid 

was admitted to a hospital at Habeita suffering 

from bronchitis. After receiving treatment at 

Serapeum and then Ismailia, it was a little 

over two weeks before Sid was fit to resume 

duties. 

Upon his discharge from the 3rd Auxilary 

Hospital at Ismailia on 24 March Sid was sent 

to the Overseas [Training] Base at Ghezireh 

prior to re-joining his unit. While at the 

Overseas Base, Sid answered a call for 

volunteers for the newly formed Anzac 

Provost Corps. 



 

 

Accepted for training as a military policeman, Sid was sent to a Provost Training Centre at Abbassia 

on the outskirts of Cairo. On 3 April 1916, the Anzac Provost Corps formally took Sid on strength. 

After two months of training at Abbassia, Private Roberts would have been close to finishing his 

training and ready to be sent to a unit. However on 7 June, Sid was once again admitted to the 3rd 

Australian General Hospital at Abbassia.   

Dangerously ill, Sid was diagnosed as suffering from smallpox, and he was transferred on the same 

day to the L’Hospital de Maladise Infectuese (commonly known as the Government Fever Hospital). 

Sid’s mother, Mary McJannet, back in Warracknabeal, was wired the news that her son was 

dangerously ill.  

Sid Roberts’ condition deteriorated over the next few days, and he died at the Government Hospital 

at 2.30pm on 12 June 1916. Chaplain Breene supervised Sid’s burial the following day in the Old 

Cairo Cemetery (shown above). 

Sid’s death was reported in the Warracknabeal Herald on 20 June 1916: 

“It was reported in a recent issue that Private Sidney Roberts was dangerously ill with smallpox in 

Egypt and on Saturday the painful notification was received that the young soldier had succumbed.  

As a tribute of respect to the fallen hero, the flags in the town were at half-mast and the deepest 

regret was felt that another young life had been sacrificed as a result of this fearful war.  Deceased 

was a fine sturdy young man and was respected by all who knew him.  He spent his boyhood days in 

Warracknabeal and grew up to be a splendid specimen of manhood, big framed with an open 

countenance and of kindly disposition….” 



 

 

The photo (right) shows Sid’s permanent headstone erected 

sometime after his death, it was probably paid for and erected 

by members of the Anzac Provost Corps.  

Endnote:  Family sources state that Sid may have served as a 

military policeman in Cairo and while on Lemnos (Mudros), 

and that he had seen service on Gallipoli. Sid’s documents 

show that he did not see service on Anzac Cove (Mudros only); 

they do not indicate that he served as a military policeman on 

Lemnos, but this may have been the case as often men were 

simply seconded for this role, without a formal entry in their 

file. His service as a military policeman in Cairo was most 

probably his two months of training. It is not known if Sid 

wrote home details of his service that verified his police 

service, or if simply an interpretation made according to the 

dates he served overseas. 

 

 

 

3467 TROOPER Alfred Richard ROWAN 

Alfred Richard Rowan was born at Bathurst; he enlisted on 13 July 1915.  Prior to joining up he was 

working as an Engine Cleaner with the railways, he still single and 20 years of age when fronted at 

Liverpool. Private Rowan became part of the 11th re-enforcements for the 1st Battalion, his draft sailed 

aboard the troopship Themistocles on 5 October 1915.  Arriving in Egypt about a month later Alfred 

was not sent to the Gallipoli peninsula to join up with his battalion, instead he remained at a depot in 

Egypt until early in 1916. 

On 31 January 1916 Alfred was admitted to a hospital at Abbassia and it was not until early April 

that he was discharged to return to duty.  Alfred marched almost straight away in a military police 

training camp at Abbassia; here he joined several hundred other men as they were assessed for their 

suitability to be part of the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps.  At the completion of his training 

Alfred was sent with the bulk of the men to England aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

On 14 October 1916 Alfred was sent to France, after a short time at a depot he was attached to the 4th 

Divisional MMP.  Alfred had several stints in hospital over the next few months.  In late February 

1917 he was detached for duty under the APM at Albert, Alfred spent two weeks at Albert and at the 

completion of that duty was attached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters detachment.   

On 14 March 1917 Alfred was attached for duty at the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound, he 

remained in this role for the remainder of 1917 and most of 1918.  In late 1918 Alfred was briefly 

detached to the Safe Custody Compound (still in France).  In December 1918 Alfred was himself in 

trouble, being charged with being ‘absent without leave whilst on guard duties.’ Alfred received 7 

days FP (field punishment). 



 

 

It was not until late February 

1919 that Alfred was sent back 

to England to prepare for a 

return to Australia.  Like many 

of his 4th Division MMP 

comrades Trooper Rowan would 

in fact be utilised in duties in the 

U.K. throughout much of 1919.  

In Alfred’s case he remained in 

England well into 1920.   

 

The photo shows a group of military policemen in relaxed poses at Tidworth most probably in early 

1919 (not verified).  The figure with his hands on his knee, (which is raised), is known to be a soldier 

named Rowan, it is most probably Alfred as the only other two Rowans within the Australian Provost 

Corps were part of the Egyptian section of the corps.  (Brothers Joseph and John Rowan) 

Alfred’s willingness to remain in England would have no 

doubt related to his marriage on 14 June 1919, when he 

married Lily Taylor.  The pair were married at 

Hampstead; Lily was some five years older than Alfred.  

In 1919 Alfred was posted to Tidworth and later for duty 

at the Lewes Detention Barracks, Lewes (shown right) 

was a British prison that had been taken over by the 

Australian Provost Corps and was used to house some of 

the worst offenders within the AIF. 

In late February 1920 Alfred was posted to London as he 

continued to await a passage to Australia for he and Lily, the couple were finally granted that passage 

aboard the Zealandic on 27 March.  During the voyage Alfred took ill and was admitted overnight to 

the ship’s hospital ward.  The Zealandic arrived in Sydney on 15 May 1920; Alfred was not 

discharged from the AIF until 15 August 1920. 

 

 

 

 

4600 TROOPER John Francis ROWAN 

John Rowan was born at Nirranda, east of Warrnambool in the South West districts of Victoria in 

May 1891. Jack (as he was known for most of his life) was the first child of James and Winifred 

Rowan, the couple would have ten children, five boys and five girls.  



 

 

James was a wanderer and he would often be away interstate chasing dreams of fortune, Jack and Joe, 

as the eldest boys, would help their mother when their father was away. Life was not all bad, Jack 

and Joe were both keen marksman, Jack had been a member of the Timboon Rifle Club and proudly 

told the recruiting clerk this. Jack appears to have been in Victoria prior to enlisting, Joe had to return 

from New South Wales to join up with his brother.  

The pair stuck together from 17 August 1915 when they stepped 

forward to enlist, carrying out their initial medicals with a local 

Camperdown doctor (Doctor J.G. Desailley). Jack (shown left) 

kept a simple diary for much of his time while in Egypt, he made 

very simple entries but it does help to confirm the brother’s 

movements during their time with the military police.  

Jack and Joe trained at Abbassia from 12 April 1916, that is the 

approximate date of the photo of the pair (below), Jack is seated, 

Joe is standing (see Joe’s write-up for more detail of their military 

police training). One of Jack’s entries indicates that he and Jack 

joined the Cairo Detachment of the Anzac Provost Corps on 10 

May 1916.  

 

On that date Jack records he and Joe arriving at Kasr-

el-Nil [Barracks] to take up duty with the Cairo 

Detachment. The Australian military police would 

occupy a portion of the barracks throughout the war. 

Jack and Joe were part of the ‘dismounted section’ of 

the corps, but at various times even these men would 

have probably carried out some mounted patrol 

work. Jack makes several mention of being on stable 

duties.  

Jack’s brief entries also indicate he was a regular 

church goer. Mentions of working with Joe often 

appear, as well as entries of writing to him, indicating 

Joe may have been on detachment (or vice-versa) 

away from Kasr-el-Nil Barracks.  

 

 



 

 

 

Jack makes a brief entry dated 5 February 1917 that he was on a [catafalque] party for Corporal 

Matthews’ funeral. Norman Matthews (shown to the right) had also trained at Abbassia, at the 

completion of his training he served with the Heliopolis Detachment with the Mounted Section of the 

corps. On 4 February Matthews was responding, with Corporal Raines and Trooper Jenkins, to a 

disturbance in Heliopolis, the trio were mounted, during the ride to the scene Matthew’s horse 

collided with Raines’ horse. Norman was thrown from his mount, his offsiders’ sought help, but 

Matthews was dead by the time he reached a Heliopolis hospital. 

Most of the places 

mentioned by Jack 

would have been 

familiar to all soldiers 

in Egypt, mention of 

the ‘Karssaal’ and 

‘Casino’ probably 

refer to the popular 

entertainment part of 

Cairo, the Kursaal 

(correct spelling) 

being a popular dance 

hall, the casino speaks 

for itself.  

The H.H. Jack 

sometimes mentions 

in entries appears to be 

Heliopolis House 

(shown to the right), 

S.H. also presumably 

refers to Soldiers 

House, its’ exact 

location in Cairo (or 

surrounds) is not 

known. 



 

 

In his diary entries Jack listed several of the other military policemen that he worked alongside, some 

of the men he mentioned were;  

4905   WAKELING William Thomas 

4770   HERRIDGE Garnes Stanley    ex-22 Bn 

1934   GENTIL Blake   ex-17 Bn  

890     ROOKES   Joseph Henry     ex 5th LH 

1721   PENDLEBURY   Edward Henry   ex-24 Bn 

4767   PRICE   George Walter Royston   ex-22 Bn 

During his time in the Middle East Jack spent several stints in hospital, on 10 May 1917 he was 

admitted to the 14th AGH at Port Said. It was not until 2 June that he was released from hospital, as 

was often the case he was sent to a Convalescence Depot to further recuperate and rest before 

returning to duty, in Jack’s case the depot was at Montazah.  

The Montazah Palace had been taken over by the British Army and became the No 7 convalescent 

Hospital, the palace and grounds consisted of 150 acres. It was located in the Montazah district of 

Alexandria, it was built on a low plateau east of central Alexandria overlooking a beach on the 

Mediterranean Sea. It had been built by the Khedives Abbas II commencing in 1892. The photo below 

shows a soldier convalescing at Montazah. 

 

Jack described his time at Montazah as ‘the best place I’ve been in since I joined the Army’. 

Jack’s service mimicked that of Joe, the brothers were obviously also close friends, Jack served the 

bulk of his time overseas with the Cairo Detachment, he joined Joe in serving with a MMP 

Detachment with a fighting division in 1918. The pair were given a berth home to Australia aboard 

the Burma in July 1919. 

 

 

     G Herridge 



 

 

Jack’s simple diary entries confirm that Jack and Joe 

returned to Australia aboard the Burma and show that 

despite having enlisted in Victoria the pair were 

discharged in New South Wales. The Burma had 

docked at the Port of Melbourne and the troops allowed 

eight hours leave, presumably Jack and Joe were 

allowed to take their discharge at Sydney to allow them 

to head to Burringbar. 

The small town of Burringbar is to the south-east of 

Murwillumbah in the Northern Rivers region of New 

South Wales. The town is very close to the Queensland border, Jack described arriving ‘home at 

Burringbar’ at 10 am on 3 September 1919. Jack’s entries show that on 22 September that he (and 

Joe?) left New South Wales to return to Victoria for a visit. 

Jack Rowan opted to remain in Victoria and settled in Warrnambool, he married Alice Rowan in 

1930. Alice having been previously married to Jack’s cousin, Peter, who had died a few years earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4601 CORPORAL Joseph ROWAN 

Joseph Rowan was born at Nirranda in Victoria March 1892, he was the second eldest son of James 

and Winifred Rowan. Joseph (Joe) spent his early childhood in the Western Districts of Victoria, Joe 

was a keen marksman, he told the recruiting clerk that he had been a member of the Camperdown 

Rifle Club prior to enlisting.  

As a young man Joseph moved to Burringbar on the far North Coast of New South wales, where 

members of his mother’s family had land. Joseph worked on various farms, banana plantations and 

in carrying out scrub clearing. Joe appears to have returned to the Camperdown district (back in 

Victoria) in order to enlist with his older brother Jack (John). 

The Gallipoli campaign had been underway for nearly four months when Joe and Jack made the 

decision to join up together. The pair did so at Camperdown on 17 August 1915, Joe was 23 years of 

age, Jack slightly older at 24.  

The pair carried out their initial medicals at Camperdown with Dr Desailley, but as often was the case 

they were re-examined the next day at Melbourne. Joe and Jack would stick together throughout the 

war, they carried out their early training at a depot battalion near Warrnambool. 

In mid-November 1915 the brothers were 

allotted as reinforcements for the 14th 

Battalion, Joe and Jack were sent to the 

larger Broadmeadows Camp and initially 

became part of the 13th reinforcements (14th 

Battalion). On 20 December the pair were re-

allotted to the 14th reinforcements, the pairs 

regimental numbers were 4601 (Joe) and 

4600 (Jack). 

The 14th reinforcements for the 14th 

Battalion numbered just over 200 men (a 

large draft), the men hailed from all over 

Victoria, with many hailing from the 

Western districts. Private’s Bamford, 

Longley, Spearing and Ryan also gave 

addresses of Camperdown. The photo to the 

left shows Jack with the ‘swagger stick’ 

(left) and Joe with his left arm behind his 

back (right), the photo is pre embarkation.  

That draft of men left the Port of Melbourne 

aboard the troopship Ballarat on 18 

February 1916, their destination Egypt and 

further training prior to joining the 14th 

Battalion. 



 

 

The Ballarat arrived in Egypt on 22 March 1916, Joe’s draft then marched into the 4th Infantry 

training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe and Jack were at that training depot when Joe wrote this letter home (dated 2 April 1916), the 

letter was to a friend, Eugene McMeel; 

Egypt. 2/4/16 

Dear Gene,  

 Just a bit of a note to let you know I am well. I landed here on the 22nd March after 33 days 

on the boat. We had very calm weather all the way over and very hot most of the time. I was sick the 

first few days, but Jack did not get sick at all. They treat us well over here, both in the hours of drill 

and the tucker. We are camped about 7 miles out of Cairo but we will be going to another camp 

further away in a few days, I think. 

 I have not seen any of the lads from the bush but we might meet them when we go to the 

other camp. If they have not left for the front, I think you will get news of where they are from the 

papers before you get this. We get Saturday and Sunday afternoon off here, so we get a good 

chance to have a look around. I have been to the pyramids and all through Cairo. 

I can understand now why Clarry said in one of his letters that he would tell you a lot of 

what he saw in Cairo when he came back. It 

would not look very good in a letter. The 

native quarters in Cairo and the natives 

themselves are as dirty as you could 

imagine. I had no idea that Egypt was all 

one big desert, but there is some of the 

finest country I ever saw here. It is all 

irrigated from the Nile and grows great 

crops of barley and Lucerne. The barley is 

out in ears now and just as good as any 

about Koroit. 



 

 

I was at the races in Cairo 

yesterday and bet on the tote for places 

every race. I backed four winners and 

finished 3/- so the prices were fairly 

short. The horses are very small and slow, 

it takes them about 1.25 to run six 

furlongs. So if P.J.Neylon brought Tim 

over here he might win a race yet. I have 

not seen any Vic papers later than the day 

we left so I don’t know who won the Aust 

Cup or the Newmarket yet. Well gene it is 

a cert we won’t be back for the trapping 

at the creek this winter, but I hope we will 

be there next winter. A day’s kangaroo shooting on the grasstree would go well now. Well I think 

this is about all the news so I will knock off hoping you and Mary are well. 

    I am your sincere friend,  Joseph Rowan. 

P.S. I would like to write to Louie but I am not sure of her address. Remember me to Tommy and all 

at the creek.  JR. 

 

Joe’s letter was written as the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps was coming together at nearby 

Abbassia. Initially volunteers had to have seen 

Gallipoli service to apply. With a lack of suitable 

men with that criteria the recruitment was opened 

to the fresh reinforcements arriving from 

Australia, the selection process was still strict, 

with standards similar to the state Police Forces 

back in Australia. The photo (left) shows Joe 

standing and Jack (seated), it was probably taken 

during their training at Abbassia, note the 

difference between the pair from their early 

enlistment photo, the pair now sporting fine 

‘handlebar’ moustaches.  

Several of the other men from Joe and Jack’s 

draft also volunteered for the new corps, Joe and 

Jack were both interviewed and accepted to train, 

joining the Anzac Provost Corps training school 

at Abbassia on 12 April 1916. Private’s 

Alderman, Graff, Gray, Gregory and Moore were 

others from the 14th reinforcements (14th 

Battalion) that volunteered to serve as military 

policemen. 



 

 

 

It should be noted that nearly all of the men that joined the Anzac Provost Corps have a ‘Taken on 

Strength’ date of 3 April 1916, even though some joined days or weeks later than that date. A small 

detachment of men from Abbassia was sent to the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks in early May 1916, these men 

began to take over ‘police duties’ in Cairo. It’s unclear if Joe and Jack were part of this first 

detachment, or if they spent a few more weeks training at Abbassia before they also joined the Cairo 

Detachment of the Anzac Provost Corps.  



 

 

The Anzac Provost Corps were given a section of the English barracks in order to carry out their 

duties. Joe and Jack spent the remainder of 1916, all of 1917 and several months of 1918 with the 

Cairo detachment. The following photo was provably taken in 1916, it is unique as it shows an escort 

almost entirely of Australian military policemen escorting Turkish prisoners through Cairo. Joe is 

one of the ‘dismounted’ men, he is shown by an arrow, Jack is probably not far away in the photo.  

 

As can be seen from the photo the military police were expected to be well turned out, although Joe 

and Jack were actually part of the dismounted section, they also wore bandoliers, although they did 

wear the wrap around puttees. The NCO’s would also wear a leather revolver strap and towards the 

end of the war most military policemen were wearing a revolver strap and holster and carrying a 

Webley or Smith and Wesson revolver, the strap would sometimes be mistaken for an officer’s Sam 

Browne (worn the opposite way to the Sam Browne).  

In line with corps policy in March 1918 Joe and Jack were earmarked to join one of military police 

detachments attached to the Mounted division’s now fighting in Palestine. The pair were sent to the 

Moascar Depot as they prepared to join the Anzac Mounted division. The Moascar Detachment of 

the [now] Australian Provost Corps now handled the training, assessing and movements of men 

within the corps in Egypt (Abbassia had ceased that role in late August 1916).  

Now formally part of the mounted section of the corps trooper’s Joe and Jack rowan joined the Desert 

Mounted Corps at Jericho on 24 March 1918, the pair became part of the detachment with the Anzac 

Mounted Division.  

Joe was in trouble in May 1918 when he was charged on 25 May for neglect of duty while on duty in 

Jerusalem. Found guilty of the offence Joe was lucky to be admonished (guilty but no formal 

punishment). The photo on the next page shows a group of MMP attached to one of the division’s the 

photo is from Sergeant W. McEwan’s collection, note the man crouching in the middle, just about to 

go on or off duty. 



 

 

 

Joe’s time with the Mounted Division ended in early October 1918, when he returned to the Moascar 

Depot. On 24 October he was posted to the Suez Detachment for duty. Joe remained at Suez for just 

under two months, Jack was also posted to Suez at that time, the brothers once again serving together, 

the pair were now holding the rank of ER corporal (Extra Regimental).  

Joe and Jack then rejoined the 

Cairo Detachment in mid-

December 1918, remaining 

posted to Cairo until they 

were given their passages 

home to Australia. That was 

not until 26 July 1919 that 

they were given berths 

aboard the troopship Burma, 

boarding the ship at Kantara. 

The Burma arrived in Sydney 

on 1 September, Joseph 

Rowan was discharged from 

the AIF in New South Wales 

on 24 October 1919. 

Both Joe and Jack appear to 

have chosen to take their discharges in New South Wales, Jack would only remain in NSW for a few 

weeks before returning to Victoria. Joe appears to have opted to remain on the North coast of New 

South Wales, he did briefly return to Victoria to visit his family. Joe leased a farm at Upper Burringbar 

and began to build up a dairy herd. 

In July 1937 Joe bought 12 acres of bananas at Wilson’s Creek. 1947 saw Joe’s health starting to 

deteriorate, he died at Toowoomba in May 1956.  



 

 

385 LANCE CORPORAL William SAUNDERS  
 

William Saunders was born and raised in the Gympie district in Queensland. He and his brother 

George both enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war in August 1914. William and George listed 

their father, William, as their next-of-kin.  William was nearly 20 years of age when he signed his 

enlistment papers on 22 August. William was still serving with the 1st CQ (Central Queensland) Light 

Horse Militia when he enlisted. 

The two brothers became ‘original’ members of B Squadron, in the 2nd Light Horse Regiment. The 

Regiment trained at Enoggera; most of its men hailed from 

Queensland, some came from the Northern Rivers district of New 

South Wales.  William is shown to the left, the portrait is from the 

2nd Light Horse Regiment’s Portrait Book. 

The Regiment sailed from Brisbane on 25 September 1914, 

disembarking in Egypt on 9 December.  The regiment continued its 

training in the desert throughout early 1915. With the call for urgent 

reinforcements for Gallipoli, on 12 May the regiment deployed to 

Anzac Cove. 

Once on the peninsula the regiment took up positions at Quinn’s 

Post. Only two days after landing, William received a serious scalp 

wound. William’s documents are confusing as to his movements 

while being treated. It would appear while being treated in Egypt 

William went AWL, and he was given 14 days detention and 

forfeited five day’s pay (the length of his absence). 

Contracting venereal disease (most probably while AWL), William was sent back to Australia to fully 

recover. William sailed from Suez aboard the Kyarra on 10 June 1915. 

William arrived at the Broadmeadows Camp in Victoria on 20 August. 

After receiving treatment for the VD, William was allowed to return to 

Gympie. It was not until 3 April 1916 that William was ordered to 

return to duty at Enoggera. Around this time in Egypt, his brother 

George (shown to the right) was beginning his formal training to be a 

military policeman.  William was issued a new regimental number and 

became part of the 18th Reinforcements for the 2nd Light Horse 

Regiment. When it was realised that William had not technically left 

the army he reverted to his original regimental number of 385. 

Trooper William Saunders returned to Egypt aboard the Seang Choon, 

arriving in Egypt on 10 June 1916. William was sent to the 1st Light 

Horse Training Regiment at Tel-el-Kebir. 

About a month after his arrival back in Egypt, no doubt influenced by George, William followed his 

lead and volunteered to join the Australian Provost Corps. William was sent to the Provost Training 

centre at Abbassia (on the outskirts of Cairo) on 25 July to undertake his training to see if he was 

suitable to be employed as a military policeman, George was probably still at Abbassia as well. 



 

 

Towards the completion of his training, on 12 September, William was admitted to the 3rd Australian 

General Hospital at Abbassia suffering from Nile Fever (malaria), and like most sufferers William 

complained of sharp pains and aches all through his body. After only three days of treatment, William 

was sent to the Montazah Convalescent Depot for a further seven days rest. 

William returned to duty at Abbassia on 27 September. Returning late to the Camp on the evening of 

11 October saw William fronted before his CO (Commanding Officer), and the CO admonished him 

over the offence (no punishment awarded). 

About a month after returning to Abbassia, William completed his training and was attached to the 

Anzac Mounted Division, joining the Division at Kantara. On 18 November, within the Division, 

William was attached to the Headquarters of the 1st Light Horse Regiment. 

On 10 January 1917, William was kicked by a horse (his own?); the skin was broken and his wound 

subsequently became infected. It was not until 15 January that William attended the 1st Light Horse’s 

Field Ambulance to receive treatment.  

William was sent firstly to the 24th Stationary Hospital, and then to the 14th Australian General 

Hospital at Abbassia for treatment. Released from hospital in late February he was again sent to a 

convalescence depot. William didn’t return to duty until 22 March 1917.  

Trooper Saunders remained with the Anzac Mounted Division throughout the rest of 1917. On 9 

December William was transferred to the Port Said Detachment for duty. Upon his arrival at Port 

Said, William was also promoted to lance corporal.   

Only five days after arriving at Port Said, William was detached for duty at the Infantry Camp at 

Suez. William remained at Suez until early April 1918. On 10 April William once again returned to 

frontline service, on this occasion with the Desert Mounted Corps. In late June he was once again 

detached to the Headquarters of the Anzac Mounted Division for three weeks. 

Only weeks after re-joining the Desert Mounted Corps, William was again struck down by malaria.  

On 1 August he attended the 2nd Light Horse Field Ambulance, from where he was quickly sent back 

to the 34 Com Casualty Hospital at Jerusalem.  By 21 August William’s condition was listed as 

‘Dangerously ill’, he died four days later on 25 August 1918. Reverend L Gee supervised William’s 

burial in the Jerusalem Military Cemetery (shown below).  

 



 

 

The following soldier kept a record of his time overseas, including 

the period when he was training at Abbassia to be a military 

policeman.  Simply written, Will Sheldrake records some of the 

duties and routine involved while at Abbassia.  Family details and 

photos were provided by Valmae Baker and Anne Irwin, with 

initial assistance from Bevan Delaney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2001 TROOPER William George SHELDRAKE 

William Sheldrake was born at Northcote in Victoria in June 1893, the 

family moved to Western Australia in the early 1900’s.  Will went to 

school at Plympton Government School in East Fremantle and then to 

the Fremantle Boy’s School. Upon leaving school Will went to work at 

Fowlers ‘Importers and Exporters’ in High Street Fremantle. 

By mid-1915 his family was living in East Fremantle (Marmion Street), 

Will told the recruiting clerk that he had been working as a clerk, Will 

stated he was 22 years of age and still single when he enlisted on 25 June 

1915, he was a keen cricketer.  

 

Private Sheldrake became part of the 3rd re-enforcements for the 28th Battalion, training at the 

Blackboy Hill Camp in Western Australia.  Will recorded nearly all his movements in a little 

notebook; the following summary of his military service comes from these entries and his NAA file.  

 

The Anchises sailed from Fremantle on 2 September 1915, Will’s draft one of several onboard.  The 

first few days of the voyage was stormy and rough, many of the men (including Will) suffered badly 

from sea sickness, after that the voyage was relatively smooth easing the men’s discomfort.  The 

Anchises arrived at Suez on 26 September; here the men were offloaded and moved to a troop train 

for their journey inland.  

The train conveyed the men to the Zeitoun Railway Station; from there the men marched to the nearby 

Heliopolis Camp.  It was not long before the men were allowed leave allowing them to take in the 

ancient sites of Egypt. 



 

 

However after 

only a week in 

Egypt Will’s 

draft were back 

on-board a train 

heading for 

Alexandria as 

they prepared to 

join the 28th 

Battalion on 

Anzac.  The 2nd 

and 3rd re-enforcements left Alexandria on the evening of 5 October aboard the Menominee.   In his 

notebook Will recorded that during the voyage Private J. Rainsden, a 28th Battalion re-enforcement, 

jumped from the stern of the ship, despite the Menominee searching for 2 hours he was not found. 

On 9 October the troopship arrived at Lemnos, Will was lucky not to be caught when a he and about 

twenty other men snuck ashore on a raft.  Luckily the small party was able to reboard the ship 

undetected.  On 11 October the men were transferred to the Gunboat Sarnia, which conveyed the men 

to just off the Gallipoli peninsula. Barges landed the men on Anzac before midnight on 11 October.  

The 2nd and 3rd re-enforcement’s, numbering 163 men, 

were formally absorbed by the 28th Battalion on 12 

October, Will was allotted to A Company.  The 28th 

Battalion were holding positions on the peninsula at 

Cheshire Ridge and Apex. Australian troops near 

Cheshire Ridge (right).  23 October saw the battalion 

‘Stand to Arms’ for a pending Turkish attack that never 

came.  On 26 October, while collecting sticks on nearby 

Rose Hill, Will was sniped at by the Turks, he was 

luckily to escape unscathed. 

On 29 October the 28th Battalion moved out of the line for a break, 

the 14th Battalion taking over the sector.  The 28th moved back to 

Rest Gully, despite its name, this position was still subject to 

shelling, but at least from there the men could occasionally move 

back to the beach for a swim. While in Rest Gully the battalion was 

utilised for various work parties.  

In early November Will was admitted to hospital, the result of 

dysentery brought on by the wintry conditions and life in trenches 

or dugouts.  It was not until 21 November that Will was discharged 

from hospital, rejoining his battalion at Rest Gully.  Will was once 

again employed on fatigue parties, the risk from shelling still ever 

present. On one occasion while working on the beach General 

Birdwood (shown left) came and talked to the work party.  

 



 

 

Towards the end of November snow started falling as ice formed everywhere, despite some issues of 

winter clothing the Australian troops suffered badly from the cold.  On 2 December Will was lucky 

to escape serious injury when a shell landed next to his dugout, he awoke (after the blast) at the 13th 

Casualty Clearing Station, badly shaken, his only physical injuries were a bruised cheek and a black 

eye. 

The extreme cold weather started to take its 

toll on the men; many were admitted to the 

Field Hospitals suffering from frostbite.  

Will had remained in hospital since the blast 

and on 9 December he was evacuated from 

the peninsula aboard the hospital ship 

Grantully Castle, little did Will know that 

the evacuation of the entire peninsula was to 

begin shortly.  The Grantully Castle 

offloaded a large number of Ghurkha troops 

at Lemnos, before continuing on to 

Alexandria, where it arrived on 14 

December. 

Offloaded at Alexandria Will was stretchered to a hospital train which took him to Cairo.  Here Will 

was admitted to No1 AGH (the old Palace Hotel) at Heliopolis. On 18 December he was transferred 

to No3 Auxiliary Hospital, which was also located at Heliopolis. 

With the nurses and ward staff fussing about, Christmas was made quite enjoyable for the patients in 

the hospitals in Heliopolis (including Will’s).  By 2 January 1916 he was considered fit enough to 

participate in a game of cricket near the hospital. 

On 4 January Private Sheldrake returned to duty, doing so at a details camp at Ghezireh.  

Unfortunately when Will (and presumably a few others) arrived there were no spare tents or even 

blankets, Will spent a miserable night on wet open ground trying to sleep.  Not surprisingly Will had 

to be admitted to No 2 AGH (the Ghezireh 

Palace) on 6 January.  

After a few days Will was fit enough to be 

given a few days of sightseeing away from 

the hospital. Will then convalesced further 

at Helouan, before returning to duty at a 

depot at Giza (near Helouan) on 20 

January. 

Private Will Sheldrake, although officially still on the strength of the 28th Battalion, would not rejoin 

his battalion, his continuing poor health a major factor in that.  The 28th Battalion had returned to 

Egypt from Gallipoli on 10 January 1916, taking up a camp at Tel-el-Kebir, in early February it would 

move to Ferry Post for a little over a month.  On 8 March it would head to Moascar before deploying 

for France on 15 March 1916. 
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At Giza Will was experiencing a liberal amount of 

leave and was able to continue seeing the sites 

around Cairo.  Will wrote in his diary that he visited 

the nearby pyramids on 24 January, exploring inside 

as well as climbing to the top.  Another entry for 5 

February recorded that he had again climbed the 

pyramids.   

On 5 March Will had his photo taken aboard a camel 

with his mate Sam Hobbins, the scene (right) is a 

typical memento of their time in Egypt and was 

indulged in by nearly every Digger passing through 

Egypt. 

On 27 March, despite his ongoing issues with 

health, Will was fit enough to be picked to play 

cricket against an ‘English Eleven’.  Two days later 

the ‘Australian’ team won the match by 16 runs, 

Will having the impressive bowling figures of 6 for 

19 and also able to score 20 runs. 

 

 

 

The next few pages show copies of Will’s notebook 

during the time that he became a military policeman.  

The formation of the Anzac  Provost Corps is generally 

recognised as being 3 April 1916, that’s the date that 

several hundred men came together at an Abbassia 

Training Centre to commence their training as military 

policemen.  The training period was also one for 

assessment as the men’s suitability for the role was 

examined. 

Interestingly Will would also be able to play cricket 

while at Abbassia, the mentions of Captain E.P. Barbour 

in his notebook are of Eric Pitty Barbour, a very good 

cricketer from Australia, who became the Medical 

Officer for the Provost Corps for a time.  The photo of 

Will to the right, is of him in hospital blues, a uniform 

issued to a recuperating soldier, he sent several 

postcards home to his family, assuring them he was 

recovering well. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wedding at the Abbassia Garrison Church, the men are from the Anzac Provost Corps, it is the 

wedding of Captain Neill and Sister Doris Richards.  The men in the background are also military 

policemen, having been recently issued swords as part of their kit.  



 

 

 

 

Men from the Anzac Provost Corps and their band at Abbassia. 

 



 

 

The entry interpreted as Kas-el-me is actually the Kasr-el-Nil Barracks at Cairo; the dismounted 

section of the Anzac Provost Corps was based at these barracks.  The barracks was located near the 

Kasr-el-Nil Bridge over the Nile. The full details of some of the men (and woman) that Will mentions 

in his diary during his time at Abbassia are shown below; 

MATRON   Grace Margaret WILSON  3rd AGH, Abbassia 

2011 PRIVATE Frank Francis WHITTAKER  3rd re-en 28 Battalion (early return to Australia) 

1946     PRIVATE Samuel John  HOBBINS  3rd re-en 28th Battalion (heart trouble early RTA) 

3231     LANCE SERGEANT Tom BANCROFT   5th Battalion  (Windsor, Victoria)  

CAPTAIN Eric Pitty BARBOUR  Medical Officer for Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia  

384      TROOPER George SAUNDERS  2nd Light Horse    Anzac Provost Corps 3 April 1916 

199    TROOPER Edgar Jack MacMEIKAN  2nd Battalion  Anzac Provost Corps 6 April 1916 (later 

a lieutenant with the Provost Corps) 

548      DRIVER William (Bill) Roy WILLIAMS  2nd Field Ambulance  (Perth, WA) 

629    PRIVATE Frank FARROW  C Coy, 21st Battalion  Anzac Provost Corps 3 April 1916 (spent 

3 months in corps) 

CAPTAIN Eric Vansittart Ernest NEILL OC Anzac Provost Corps (at that time) married Staff 

Nurse Doris RICHARDS 

688    CORPORAL Patrick Leslie McGOWAN  21st Battalion  Anzac Provost Corps 3 April 1916  

4028    PRIVATE Walter Edgar MOYLE  9th re-en 24th Batt  Anzac Provost Corps 12 April 1916 

LIEUTENANT   Arthur John WATTS  seconded to Anzac Provost Corps 3 April 1916 

1956   SERGEANT Peter Edward HEERY  2nd Battalion Anzac Provost Corps 3 April 1916 (early 

return heart trouble Sep 1916) 

 

        Matron Wilson       Captain Barbour         Trooper Saunders Captain Neill 

    



 

 

The next few pages of Will’s diary describes his return 

to Australia, a Medical Board had determined that Will 

had a weak heart, making him unsuitable to remain 

with his battalion or the Anzac Provost Corps. Will 

entrained from Cairo to the Port of Suez; here he 

boarded the troopship Seang Choon.  The Seang Choon 

sailed for Australia via Colombo, here the men were 

given a few days leave.  The Seang Choon arrived at 

Fremantle on 11 August 1916.  

 

William George Sheldrake was discharged from the 

AIF, officially recorded as being Medically Unfit 

‘Cardiac weakness and debility’. 

                    Will Sheldrake married Eileen Anderson 

in March 1917, at St Patrick’s Church, 

Fremantle.  Will and Eil (central) were 

attended by Bert Ellement (also in 

uniform) and Jack Anderson, as well as 

Madge Anderson (sitting left of photo) 

and Mil Sheldrake (right).  Will and Eil 

lived in Marmion Street for the rest of 

their lives, the couple had two children, 

William George (October 1917) and 

Cecelia Mary (September 1919).  

 

Will returned to Fowlers upon his return 

to Australia, but didn’t remain there long; 

he then took on work as a ‘lumper’ on the 

Fremantle Wharves. This work suited 

Will as he was outdoors and being a 

‘Gallipoli man’ didn’t have to turn up to 

work if he wasn’t feeling well. Will 

remained an active sportsman (despite his 

heart troubles); he still loved his cricket 

and also played lacrosse. 
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9524 CORPORAL Stanley Gordon SNOWDON 

Gordon, Dave and Percy all stepped forward to enlist in Victoria 

in July 1915. Gordon (shown right) and Percy did so at 

Wangaratta on 23 July 1915, passing their initial medical they 

were then sent to Melbourne, their formal enlistment date of 27 

July is probably upon being re-examined in Melbourne. Their 

brother Tom had enlisted back in August 1914 and was serving 

with the C Company 8th Battalion on Gallipoli as his brothers 

were joining up. 

Dave was granted temporary leave from the Victorian Police 

Force and had enlisted on 22 July 1915 in Melbourne, he joined 

his brothers at the 4th Depot Battalion (possibly at Seymour?). 

The trio all hailed from Victoria, Percy and Dave gave their place 

of birth as Wangaratta, Gordon (slightly younger) gave his as Milawa. They all listed their father, 

William, from Springhurst as their next of kin. 

Springhurst is just off the main road from Melbourne to Sydney, it is a small town located between 

Wangaratta and Chiltern. The small town of Boralma is close by. Milawa, where several of the 

Snowdon children were born, it is about 10 miles to the south-east of Wangaratta, it was a similar 

size to Springhurst.  

In early August 1915, Private Tom Snowdon was evacuated from Gallipoli suffering a head wound, 

he was sent to England for treatment.  Another brother, Robert, had been living in Tasmania, he 

enlisted on 24 August 1915, he became a reinforcement for the Tasmanian 40th Battalion. 

Gordon was 18 years old when he joined up, he was 

still single and described himself as a farmer (on his 

father’s place?) On 1 November 1915 the trio were 

all allotted as Service Corps reinforcements. On 20 

January they were allocated to the 3rd Light Horse 

Brigade Train at the Broadmeadows Camp.  

The trio all sailed aboard the troopship Ballarat, 

departing the Port of Melbourne on 18 February 

1916, on the embarkation roll all three of the 

Snowdon boys are shown as being drivers. Upon 

arrival in Egypt the service corps reinforcements 

were sent to a reinforcement camp at Zeitoun.  

The Honour Roll to the left comes from the Federal 

Standard (Chiltern, Victoria), Tom, Gordon, Percy 

and Dave’s names all appear on the roll. The M. 

Robinson on the roll is Maurice Robinson, he would 

also serve as a military policeman for most of the 

war. 



 

 

The brothers were still at Zeitoun awaiting formal allocation to a unit 

when a call came out volunteers to help form the Anzac Provost 

Corps. Initially the call had gone out for men who had seen service 

on Gallipoli, but with more men needed, it was widened to some of 

the reinforcements training at the numerous depots in Egypt.  

Possibly it was Dave that suggested that the military police might not be such a bad lurk. All three 

stepped forward and after being interviewed and re-examined medically were found suitable to begin 

training at a Provost Corps training centre at Abbassia on 3 April 1916. The men were billeted near 

the 3rd AGH (Australian General Hospital) and utilised the grounds of the hospital for much of their 

training.  

 

From Abbassia the Snowdon boys would all take different paths, although Gordon, Dave and Percy 

would all remain military policemen throughout the war. Trooper Gordon Snowdon left his brothers 

at Abbassia, becoming part of a 

detachment earmarked for service with 

Australian Forces in France and 

Belgium. Gordon joined 49 other men 

under Lieutenant W Kensett who 

departed from Alexandria aboard the 

troopship Oriana (shown right) on 6 

June 1916, the Oriana arrived at 

Marseilles on 13 June. 

Gordon’s file doesn’t specify his particular unit in France, it appears he may have been retained by 

Colonel William Smith, the overall APM for France and Belgium, and as such became part of the 1st 

Anzac Headquarters MMP Detachment. The detachment was probably around the size of a divisional 

MMP detachment, which numbered about twenty five men (possibly a bit smaller). 

 



 

 

One of the other MMP that Gordon bumped into shortly after his arrival in 

France was Maurice Robinson, Maurie was also well known in the Springhurst 

District. Maurie in fact had written to his family several months earlier stating 

that he had come across a horse sold to the army by William Snowdon. Maurie 

was a corporal, also with 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP Detachment, later he 

served as a MMP with the 4th Division.  

Towards the end of July Gordon was evacuated to the 35th General Hospital back at Calais on the 

French coast suffering from varicocele, a painful condition to the scrotum, but not a venereal affliction 

necessarily. Transferred then to base details at Boulogne Gordon was medically downgraded as unfit 

(admitted as “T.B”) [temporary base?] 

It was not until 3 January 1917 that Gordon returned to his own unit (1st Anzac Headquarters MMP) 

possibly for the previous few months he had been ‘retained’ at a base depot.  

On 14 February 1917 Gordon was admitted to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station suffering from the 

German measles (described as German Fever in a letter home). It appears that his measles was in fact 

a venereal affliction and it would not in fact be until 9 May that he returned to duty.  

The following article appeared in the Wangaratta Chronicle, it updated local readers on what the 

Snowdon boys were doing overseas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Understandably Gordon would have been coy about the reason he was away from his unit. Only 

twenty days after returning to duty on 29 May 1917 he was evacuated to Rouen, apparently due to 

further venereal trouble.  

On 5 September 1917 he was sent back to England aboard the Grantully Castle for further treatment. 

Gordon received further treatment at No 2 London General Hospital at Chelsea. In mid-December 

1917 Gordon was due to return to a base depot, he was given weeks furlough prior to doing so, 

however instead of marching into a depot on Christmas Day he was instead admitted to the 1st 

Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford, once again with venereal complications.  

Early 1918 saw Gordon in and out of various depots at Parkhouse and Sutton Veny, as he prepared 

to return to duty. On 9 April 1918 Gordon returned to military police duties at Bhurtpore Barracks, 

Tidworth. Bhurtpore Barracks was the main depot for the [now] Australian Provost Corps, the bulk 

of the corps in the UK were located at Tidworth. Tidworth was a garrison town, several barracks were 

handed over to the AIF for use during the war. 

 

In mid-October 1918 Gordon was promoted to lance corporal and then a month later to corporal 

(temporary). Remaining at Tidworth, in early February 1919 Gordon was promoted to corporal (Extra 

Regimental 2nd Corporal). Towards the end of the war this was a rank often utilised by the military 

police, it alleviated the need for the men to be formally sent on an NCO’s Course to earn their two 

stripes.  

As a military policeman Gordon (right) would have been 

encouraged to remain in England to help police the AIF as it 

demobilised. Gordon remained at Tidworth (formally) for most 

of 1919, he became eligible for several periods of 

‘disembarkation leave’ due to his ongoing service in the U.K. 

Gordon’s file shows him transferring from the Warminster 

Detachment to headquarters at Warwick Square, London in 

January 1920. 

 

 



 

 

Finally on 31 March 1920 Corporal Gordon 

Snowdon was granted a passage back to 

Australia aboard the Wahehe. The Wahehe 

(shown right) docked at Melbourne on 20 May, 

Stanley Gordon Snowdon was discharged from 

the AIF on 19 August 1920.  

Gordon married Lillian Witt in 1920, their 

wedding photo is shown below, note Gordon is 

still in uniform. The couple were married on 28 May at St Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne, 

interestingly Gordon described himself as a Butter Maker on his marriage certificate. Percy and 

(possibly) David were the formal witnesses to the marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9523 CORPORAL Percy Claude SNOWDON 

Like Gordon, Percy Snowdon described himself as a farmer, he was slightly older than Gordon when 

he enlisted. Percy was nineteen and still single when he and Gordon stepped forward to enlist at 

Wangaratta on 23 July 1915. 

The photo to the left is held by 

the AWM DA13405 and 

purports to be Percy Snowdon 

(seated). It would appear to be 

Percy and several mates, not 

his brothers (?), the photo is 

circa January 1916 and would 

have been taken by the Darge 

Photographic Company at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.  

 

Percy followed the same path 

as his brother’s Dave and 

Gordon, ending up training 

and being assessed as to his 

suitability to be a military policeman at Abbassia. At the completion of his training Percy remained 

in Egypt, it appears that Percy served in the ‘forward echelons’ supporting the fighting divisions [he 

was not directly attached to a fighting division at this time].  

Percy’s file records him ‘Doing police duty with Northern Section’ at Romani in 

mid-April 1917. The following entry (a month or so later) shows him ‘Doing duty 

APM I/C sealing’, this was probably under Captain Peter Martin (shown right). The 

Sealing Zone referred to was supporting the fighting divisions, ensuring the 

maintenance and security of those area and ensuring the forward supply of rations 

and materials.  

Part of the military police 

role was to supervise the 

Egyptian work parties used 

to carry out this work, the 

labourers were supposed to 

be identified by a lead tag 

sealed around their neck, 

similar to a soldiers dog tag. 

The system sounded good in 

theory, but proved very 

frustrating to police for 

Martin and his men.  

 



 

 

On 14 June 1917 Percy attended the 66th Casualty Clearing Station and the following day was 

evacuated back by hospital train to a stationary hospital (at Kantara?). That admission was only 

overnight, the following day he was transferred to the 14th AGH at Abbassia, where he arrived on 18 

June, his condition at this time simply recorded as being a debility. 

It was not until 13 September that Percy was fit enough to be sent to the Montazah Convalescence 

Depot as he neared a return to duty. Percy is shown as returning to duty on 16 September, four days 

later Percy was promoted to corporal (temporary), he was to hold this rank while ‘doing duties in the 

field’.  

Early February 1918 shows Percy being attached for duty with the 1st Echelon GHQ (General 

Headquarters) with the EEF (Egyptian Expeditionary Force). Percy Snowdon remained in that role 

for most of 1918.  

In mid-November 1918 Percy was earmarked for attachment to one of the fighting divisions, he was 

sent to the corps Moascar Depot for several weeks in preparation for this move. On 30 November he 

took up duty with the DMC (Desert Mounted Column) as part of the MMP Detachment of the 5th 

Light Horse Brigade Headquarters.  

The 5th Light Horse Brigade had been primarily formed upon the disbandment of the Australian 

companies of the Camel Corps. It was often still referred to as being the ‘Camel Brigade’ even in late 

1918, well after its disbandment. 

Percy Snowdon remained with the 5th LH Brigade Headquarters until towards the end of February 

1919, when he was attached to the Anzac Mounted Division for duty with the 2nd LH Brigade 

Headquarters. Percy’s file confirms he continued to hold the rank of corporal (now formalised as 

Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal).  

On 2 May 1919 Percy was transferred to the 1st LH Brigade Headquarters MMP. Only weeks later 

on 15 May Percy was boarding the troopship Orari at Kantara, as he prepared to return to Australia. 

Percy Claude Snowdon was discharged from the 

AIF on 30 June 1919. 

Percy married Elizabeth Condon in Victoria in 

1920. Percy took on a soldier settler’s block on the 

Williams’ Estate at Greta (to the east of Benalla, 

which is still part of the Wangaratta district). It is 

interesting to view a 1918 version of the 

Springhurst Honour Roll from The Federal 

Standard (Chiltern). Only the four Snowdon boys 

appear on the roll, Robert Charles Snowdon, their 

older brother is presumably remembered on 

Tasmanian Honour Rolls, the state from which he 

enlisted.  The name underneath Maurie 

Robinson’s name is his brother, Bert, despite 

having been a Victorian Policemen he didn’t join 

the military police like his brother. 



 

 

9522 CORPORAL David Leslie SNOWDON 

Dave Snowdon was a bit older than his brother’s, Percy and Gordon, he was 22 years of age when he 

took a leave of absence from the Victorian Police Force in order to enlist at the same time as his 

brothers. Dave had joined the Police Force in 1914 and after his initial training had been posted to 

Melbourne to the Russell Street Station. Dave actually appears to have fronted for his AIF medical at 

Melbourne on 22 July 1915, a day earlier than his brothers up at Wangaratta. The Ballarat, which all 

of the Snowdon boys sailed upon is shown below; 

 

The trio stuck together during training and by April 1916 all had been 

accepted to train as military policemen at Abbassia in Egypt. Dave 

with his police background would have been a logical choice for the 

newly formed corps. One of the Snowdon boys in a letter home 

recorded ‘One of the Beattie Boys from Boralma is in camp with us,’ 

that was in fact Duncan Beatty, he would also remain a military 

policeman throughout the war.  

Dave (shown right) appears to have still been training at Abbassia 

when he was admitted to hospital on 4 June 1916. He returned to duty 

at the end of June, only to be admitted to the 3rd AGH also at Abbassia 

suffering from influenza on 26 June. In early July he was given a 

period at a convalescence depot prior to resuming duty. 



 

 

It was not until 19 July that Dave returned to duty, he did so with the Cairo detachment, serving the 

remainder of 1916 and all of 1917 at Cairo. The Cairo Detachment was based in a portion of the 

British Barracks at Kasr-el-Nil. The photo below is most probably from May or June 1917, 

presumably Dave is one of those men awaiting a comfort parcel from Miss McConaghy on behalf of 

the Australian Comforts Fund.  

 

Dave was posted for duty at the same time as Percy. Dave and Percy are both shown as joining the 

5th Light Horse Brigade headquarters MMP on 30 November 1918. Even though peace had been 

declared the MMP still had their tasking’s , the extracts on the following pages show an example of 

the MMP detachments work in the field, the entries are from the month prior to Dave and Percy 

joining the unit; 

Saturday 2nd November      Four police were detailed for duty in town of Homs.  One man on duty 

at water troughs.  Police on duty in town were withdrawn at 1400 [hrs].  One man was on duty at 

watering area in afternoon.   In the afternoon Sgt Toone and Cpl Southwell arrested a couple of 

natives selling wine.  The wine was confiscated. 

Sunday 3rd November       One man on duty in watering area in morning, one in afternoon.  Police 

patrolled Brigade area. 

Monday 4th November       One man on duty at watering area in morning, one in afternoon.  Two 

men patrolled Brigade area.  Nothing of importance to report.   

Tuesday 5th November  One man on duty at watering area in morning.  The Brigade shifted 

camp to higher ground about five miles from Homs on the Aleppo road.  The whole of the police 

went ahead with Staff Capt.  Assisted to direct the Brigade to their camping ground.  One man was 

on duty at watering area. 



 

 

Wednesday 6th November       One policeman on duty at watering area in morning, one in 

afternoon.  Two men patrolled the Brigade area and main road. 

Thursday 7th November Two police were on duty in town of Homs from 1000 till 1600 [hrs].  

Two police were on duty at watering area. 

Friday 8th November      Two police were on duty in town of Homs.  Two police were on duty at 

watering area. 

  No 1474  Cpl Cassidy evacuated to hospital. 

  No 375   A/Cpl Banks T. left 5th Brigade HQ with leave party for Australia. 

Saturday 9th November   Cpl Southwell and Cpl Proctor left 5th Brigade H’qrs for duty in town 

of Homs.  At 1500 [hrs] they were placed under close arrest by APM Desert [Mounted] Corps,  Cpl 

Southwell was charged with (1) Drunkenness and (2) Improper use of police badge.  Cpl Proctor 

was charged with (1)  Drunkenness and (2) Being out of bounds in a native bazaar, Homs. (shown 

below)  Sgt Ritchie and Cpl Burke were sent to Homs to escort the accused to 5th B H’qrs.  They 

were then placed under open arrest.   

 

Sunday 10th November  Cpl Southwell and Cpl Proctor were brought before Staff Captain 

and remanded for court martial.  One policeman on duty at watering area and one over the camp.   

Monday 11th November  The summary of evidence against Cpl Southwell and Cpl Proctor was 

taken by the Staff Captain at 1000 [hrs].  One policeman patrolled camp in morning, one in 

afternoon.  Accusation made by a native against police that he had been robbed by 2 police and 3 

soldiers of 1000 Pt and a quantity of arrack.  He could not identify any of [the] 5th Bde police. 

Tuesday 12th November  One policeman on duty at water troughs.  One on duty in camp area. 

  No 4354  Tpr Matheson M.C.K.  No  268   Cpl Evans G. 

  No 360   Tpr McMillan R.B.   No 1867 Tpr O’Keefe E.   

Arrived for duty at 5th LH Bde from Moascar. 

Wednesday 13th November    Two police on duty in morning at water troughs.  Two police on 

duty in camp – one in morning, one in afternoon.  



 

 

Thursday 14th November  One man on duty in camp in morning at watering area, one during 

afternoon.  One policeman on duty in camp during morning, one in afternoon.  Nothing of 

importance to report.  

Friday 15th November      One man on duty in camp in morning, one in afternoon.  One policeman 

on duty in watering area in morning, one in afternoon.  No 268 Cpl Evans G. and No 1867 Cpl 

O’Keefe E. marched out to do duty with troop of 15th LH Regt at Homs.  Cpl’s Southwell and 

Proctor brought up under escort to have notice of FGCM to be held on 16th inst.  Later notification 

received that FGCM would be postponed to the 18th.  

Saturday 16th November  One man on duty in watering area in morning, one in afternoon.  One 

man on duty in camp area, one during the afternoon.  Inspection of lines was held by B/General 

Onslow at 0945 [hrs].   

Sunday 17th November One man on duty at watering area during morning, one in afternoon.  

Nothing of importance to report. 

Monday 18th November Cpl Burke evacuated to hospital suffering VD.  Court Martial charges 

against Cpl’s Southwell and Proctor heard at 0930 [hrs].  Cpl’s McMillan and Matheson escort.  

Witness Major Robbins, Sgt Toone, Sgt Anderson, Cpl Ruby, Cpl Schultz. 

Two men on duty in afternoon.  Cpl’s Wakeling and Kit detailed to visit all the villages in the 

vicinity and bring the Muckteers of villages to H/qrs to be interviewed by the Brigade Major re the 

constant discharge of firearms by natives in the villages. 

Tuesday 19th November One policeman on duty in camp in morning, one in afternoon.  One 

man on duty at water trough.  Nothing of importance to report.   

Wednesday 20th November    Duties similar to 19th. 

 

Thursday 21st November One man on duty at native village in morning, one on duty in 

afternoon.  Complaints received re destruction of crops by horses, Sgt Toone and Cpl McMillan 

investigated case and found whole of Signal Troops horses on crops, also some NZ MGC horses on 

crop and reported matter to Staff Capt. 

Friday 22nd November  One man on duty at native village in morning, one in afternoon.  One 

man on duty at water troughs.  Nothing of importance to report. 

Saturday 23rd November Duties similar to those of 22nd.   

Sunday 24th November        Brigades moved out at 0900 [hrs] through town of Homs enroute to 

Baalbek.  Brigade camped near village of ____.  Two police were on duty at railway to prevent 

troops taking wood from the buildings.   

Monday 25th November  Brigade moved out at 0800 [hrs].  One policeman detailed to 

accompany Intel Officer to camping ground.  Brigade camped near village of ___. 

Tuesday 26th November Brigade moved out at 0800 [hrs].   One policeman detailed to 

accompany Intel Officer to camping ground.  Police controlled traffic over ____. 



 

 

Wednesday 27th November      Brigade moved out at 0745 [hrs] and arrived at town of Baalbek 

at 1200 [hrs].  Two policemen were on duty at town in afternoon. 

Thursday 28th November  One man on duty in morning, two in afternoon.  Six cases of wine 

selling were apprehended by police and handed over to Khan (?).  Numerous vendors of wine had 

their wine confiscated.  

Friday 29th November     One policeman on duty in morning, two in afternoon.  One case of sly 

grog selling apprehended.   

Saturday 30th November One man on duty at Baalbek in morning.  Sgt Toone and Sgt 

Rowntree, acting under instruction from Staff Capt proceeded to village of ____ making enquiries 

re a quantity of wheat stored in [a] church for distribution amongst poor people of Baalbek.  

Sunday 1st December  One man on duty in town in morning, one in afternoon.  Sgt Toone 

and Cpl ____ visited villages in vicinity.  Cpl Southwell transferred to Aust Mtd Division 

Headquarters. 

Monday 2nd December One man on duty in village in morning, one in afternoon.  Cpl 

Wakeling paraded to Staff Capt for being out of bands (?). 

 

 

Dave was promoted to corporal (temporary) in January 1919 and like Percy was formally promoted 

(Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal) on 10 February. On 23 February Dave was evacuated, suffering a 

venereal affliction, he received 37 days treatment before being allowed to return to duty. Dave 

returned to duty at Cairo, on 27 May 1919 he was in trouble for ‘Smoking on Duty when acting as a 

Sentry’, he was awarded an extra guard for his crime.  

Corporal Dave Snowdon remained in Cairo for a 

few months longer than Percy. Finally on 2 August 

1919 he boarded the troopship Delta at Kantara and 

began his return voyage to Australia. The Delta 

arrived at Melbourne on 2 September, David Leslie 

Snowdon was discharged from the AIF on 26 

October 1919.  

Dave Snowdon returned to the Victorian Police 

Force after his discharge.  Dave Snowdon married 

Jessica Hatch at Albury in September 1919, the couple had three children. Records show that he 

married for a second time in 1938 to Lily Clark, having two further children. 

Dave remained in Melbourne for most of his police service, his postings included Victoria Dock, 

Russell Street, Flemington, various Bourke [Street] district postings, South Melbourne, West 

Melbourne, Fitzroy and Carlton. Dave retired from the force in 1938 

 



 

 

322 CORPORAL Joseph Robert SOLWAY 

3/5/1917 Hurdcott 

My Dear Friend, 

These few lines are written by a stranger 
in a strange land and when he gets back 
to his own land he will be no longer a 
stranger.  

322 J R Solway Pte – Anzac Provost 
Corps - Hurdcott 

Joe enlisted in NSW in February 1915 into A 

Company of the 18th Battalion – he was 30 years 

old and gave his occupation as a lineman. He 

embarked overseas aboard the troopship 

Ceramic with his Battalion in June 1915.  

The 18th Joe landed with the 18th Battalion at 

Gallipoli on the 20th of August 1915 and the 

following day would have taken part in the last 

great offensive of the Gallipoli campaign– the 

attack on Hill 60, which cost the 18th Battalion 

50% casualties. Joe remained with the 18th Battalion until the final evacuation in late December, 

returning to Egypt in early January 1916. 

In April 1916, while still in Egypt, Joe was transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, joining several 

hundred other men it training at Abbassia, at the completion of their training and the closing of 

Abbassia he was part of a contingent that embarked for England in August 1916.  

 

Solway remained in the U.K. until July 1917 when he embarked for France and joined the Anzac 

Provost Corps at Le Havre. In December 1917 he was promoted to Lance Corporal and in October 

1918 was promoted to Temporary Corporal. 

After the Armistice Joe remained in France until March 1919 when he returned to England and from 

there he eventually embarked on board the Leicestershire to return to Australia in May 1919. Joe 

Solway was discharged from the AIF on 21 August 1919. 



 

 

794 CORPORAL Charles Frederick SPENCE  
 

Charles Spence was born in Gloucester in the UK.  His family still lived in Birmingham, where 

Charles had worked as a machinist before immigrating to Australia, Charles initially listed a brother, 

William as his next-of-kin and then later his sister Dorothy, both still lived in the U.K.  Spence told 

the recruiting clerk that he had served for about six months with the 4th Royal Warwickshire 

Regiment, only leaving the militia unit because he immigrated to Australia.  

Charles had been working in Queensland and enlisted at Cairns on 29 December; he became part of 

the 1st re-enforcements for the 11th Light Horse Regiment.  That draft of men sailed from Brisbane 

aboard the troopship Medic on 2 June 1915.  

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, Charles was earmarked 

to temporarily join the 5th Light Horse Regiment on 

Gallipoli.  Several of the later sailing Light Horse 

Regiments were distributed in a similar way.  Charles 

joined the 5th Light Horse on the Gallipoli peninsula on 29 

August.  For its part while on the peninsula the 5th Light 

Horse played a defensive role and was attached to the 1st 

Australian Infantry Division. 

Charles remained on Anzac Cove until early December 

1915, just short of the final evacuation.  The wintry 

conditions took its toll upon Charles and he was evacuated 

firstly to Alexandria and then Heliopolis, diagnosed as 

suffering from rheumatism.  Charles remained at 

Heliopolis until 28 December, when he was released to a 

convalescence camp at Helouan. 

It was not until 12 January 1916 that Charles was deemed 

fit enough to rejoin his unit.  Still officially on strength 

with the 5th Light Horse Regiment, Charles was sent to 

their camp at Maadi.  A little over a month later Charles was transferred back to the 11th Light Horse 

Regiment, marching into his original Regiment’s camp at Serapeum on 22 February 1916. 

Charles’s documents are vague, but it appears that on 20 March he was detached to the provost corps 

as a batman to Lieutenant Morgan. Morgan was also originally from the 11th Light Horse Regiment, 

he only remained with the corps for a little over a month.  Charles was formally transferred to the 

newly formed Anzac Provost Corps on 9 July.  

Charles was transferred to England on 3 August 1916, marching into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

He remained at Tidworth for a little over two months, as he prepared to be posted to a unit in France. 

On 6 October 1916, Charles was warned out that he was to be posted to France.  Charles spent quite 

a lengthy time at the Etaples Depot prior to being sent to a unit; possibly he was employed on military 

police duties at the depot.  It was not until 20 December that Charles commenced duty with the 

Headquarters of the 5th Australian Division. 

 



 

 

Trooper Charlie Spence would continue to serve with the 5th Division for the remainder 

of his time on the Western Front.  It was not until March 1918 that Charles was granted 

10 days leave to the UK.  It was while on leave on 13 March that Charles married 20-year-old 

Christma Thomsen.  Charles rejoined his unit as a married man in early April.  

Charles was not granted any further leave to the UK until early November 1918.  Charles was still in 

England when peace was declared on 11 November.  Three days later Charles rejoined his unit in 

France.  It was not until 10 January 1919 that Charles became eligible to return to England to await 

his passage back to Australia. 

On 18 January marched into the No 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  However rather than 

returning to Australia Charles was posted to Tidworth (possibly at his request as he had his wife in 

England) carrying out military police duties there. 

On 10 February Charles was promoted to the rank of extra regimental 2nd corporal, a rank typically 

used by the Australian military police at this time.  In early August 1919 Charles was granted leave 

and towards the end of that month was granted indefinite leave in the UK. 

It was not until 27 March 1920, that Charles and Christma chose to take a passage to Australia; they 

sailed for Australia aboard the Zealandic.  It was not until 30 July 1920 that Charles was formally 

discharged from the AIF, the couple choosing to live in Queensland. 

 

 

2720 TROOPER Alfred John Scott STARK 

Alfred Stark was born and bred in Scotland, and perhaps not surprisingly in July 1919 would marry 

there at the end of the war.  Alfred had moved to Australia as a young man, he described himself as 

being an explosive worker when he enlisted in July 1915, at that time he was living at Sunshine in 

Victoria and was 22 years of age, he was still single. 

Obviously Alfred had been in Victoria for quite a while, as he 

told the recruiting clerk that he had some three years service 

with the Victorian Scottish Regiment and a short time with the 

52nd Infantry Regiment (also militia).  The remainder of 

Alfred’s family still lived in Canoustie, Scotland, his father, 

James, would pass away towards the end of the war. 

Alfred handed in his militia kit and became part of the 8th re-

enforcements for the 5th Battalion, the portrait to the left was 

taken by the Darge Photographic Studios, most probably at the 

Broadmeadows Camp, as Alfred was training, the image is now 

held by the Australian War Memorial. Alfred was supposed to 

sail originally aboard the Suffolk in August 1915; instead for 

whatever reason he sailed later aboard the Star of Victoria. 

 



 

 

It’s unclear as to whether Private Stark actually reached the 5th Battalion, or if he was still at an 

Egyptian depot when he volunteered for the Anzac Provost Corps in early April 1916.  Training to 

be a military policeman at a camp at Abbassia he would train alongside several other men who would 

also eventually serve with the 4th Division MMP, William Booler followed a similar course of service. 

Alfred was amongst a large contingent that at the end of their training were sent to 

England aboard the Tunisian in early 1916.  The Abbassia camp ceased its training 

and Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth would now become the focal point for training 

and operations for the Anzac Provost Corps in the U.K. Alfred and William Booler were amongst a 

small group that was sent to France in late December 1916, the men were taken on strength as part of 

the 4th Division MMP on 19 January 1917.   

Major Kensett was the Division’s APM at that time, Major Brown and then Major Jarvie later taking 

over those duties.  Trooper Stark would serve with the 4th Division throughout 1917, in early 

December he became eligible for two weeks leave back in the U.K. no doubt Alfred would have spent 

at least part of that time back in Scotland. 

Alfred was gassed on 26 May 1918, most probably somewhere near Glisy; the 4th Division MMP had 

suffered several deaths in early April and had lost their TCO (Traffic Control Officer), Lieutenant O. 

Hassam only days earlier.  Alfred was not too badly affected by the gas, but would remain away from 

his unit until mid-May. 

By November 1918 Alfred was once again eligible for leave, which he again took in the U.K. Alfred 

rejoined his unit back in France at the completion of his leave.  In early December Alfred was 

promoted to corporal (Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal). 

Like many of his fellow MMP, Alfred remained overseas for much of 1919, in February he was 

posted back to England.  Alfred was granted a form of NME (non-military employment) leave in 

mid-April, but in Alfred’s case it was three months leave without pay – due to family reasons.   

Not surprisingly Alfred probably spent most of that leave in Scotland; presumably he may have 

secured some work during that period.  On 27 June 1919 Alfred Stark married Mary Dempster; the 

couple were married at ‘Home Farm’, at Baltyock (?) in Scotland.  It is confirmed by Alfred’s 

marriage certificate that he father was now deceased.  Both Alfred and Mary’s fathers had been rural 

workers in Scotland.  The couple gave an address of Canoustie in Scotland while Alfred was on leave. 

 

At the completion of his leave Alfred resumed duty 

with the Australian Provost Corps.  It was not until 

early November that Alfred and Mary were given a 

berth back to Victoria aboard the Osterley (shown 

right).  Alfred Stark was discharged from the AIF on 

5 January 1920. 

 

 



 

 

949 CORPORAL Valentine Mark Sullivan 

Wilton – May 17. 1917 

To thine own self be true 

And it must follow as the night, the day 

Thou cans’t not then be false to any man 

Val M Sullivan – Anzac Provost Corps – Ommice Vincet Amor 

Valentine enlisted in Victoria in July 1915 

into ‘D’ Company of the 31st Battalion – he 

was 22 years old and gave his occupation 

as ‘Labourer’. He embarked overseas with 

the 31st Battalion aboard the Wandilla in 

November 1915 and arrived in Egypt in 

December. 

Immediately upon docking at Suez 

Sullivan had been admitted to hospital, the 

result of venereal disease.  From Suez Val 

was transferred to hospitals at Abbassia, it 

not until 10 March that he returned to duty 

at the 8th Training Battalion at Zeitoun. 

Sullivan was another of several hundred 

men that volunteered for the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps in early April 1916. 

Val was transferred to the Anzac Provost 

Corps and trained at Abbassia (shown 

right). With training and assessment 

finished and the emphasis now on Training 

Camps in England and service on the 

Western Front many of the Abbassia men 

(including Sullivan) was sent to England 

aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

Sullivan remained in England until August 1917 he spent time at Fovant and Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth with the military police. On 7 August he was transferred back to the 31st Battalion (not that 

he had spent any real time with the battalion) and the following month embarked for France. Upon 

his arrival in France he was almost immediately transferred to the 25th Machine Gun Company, where 

he remained until April 1918 when the company formally was transferred into the 5th Machine Gun 

Battalion (a redesignation of titles for the Machine Gun Companies only) – the following month he 

was promoted to Lance Corporal and in September to Corporal.  

After the war Valentine remained in France until 1919 when he was sent to England. Val Sullivan 

returned home to Australia aboard the Trazos-Montes on 22 May 1919, he was discharged from the 

AIF on 15 July. 

 



 

 

849 TROOPER William Joseph TILLOTSON  
 

Bill Tillotson was the son of John and Elizabeth Tillotson of Armadale, Victoria. Bill and his sisters 

grew up in the Armadale district. By 1915, Bill was working as a draper in Melbourne; he was 29 

years of age and was probably living with Bessie Rhodes in Caulfield. 

Caught up in the patriotic fervour of 

the times, Bill enlisted on 25 February 

1915. Bill fronted to the Sturt Street 

Depot in Melbourne to begin his 

training; he was then allotted to D 

Company with the 23rd Battalion. The 

23rd Battalion sailed from Port Phillip 

Bay aboard the Euripides on 10 May 

1915. 

With the Gallipoli campaign well underway the 23rd Battalion still had to undertake further training 

in Egypt, the battalion was finally shipped to Anzac Cove on 30 August 1915. The 23rd Battalion 

were soon manning one of the most precarious positions at Lone Pine. The demands on the men were 

such that they had to be regularly relieved, the 24th Battalion rotating with the 23rd Battalion.  

Bill served on Gallipoli until early 

December, when he succumbed to the harsh 

wintry conditions.  Suffering from the flu, 

Bill was evacuated to the hospital ship 

Grantully Castle; the ship then transporting 

the sick and wounded back to Egypt. 

Bill was admitted to the No. 3 Auxiliary 

Hospital at Heliopolis, having developed 

pneumonia as a result of his ill health. It was 

not until the 12 January 1916 that Bill was fit 

enough to be discharged to the Overseas Depot at Ghezireh. Two further bouts of ill health saw his 

return to his battalion delayed, Bill once again marched into the Ghezireh Depot on 29 March. 

However rather than returning to his battalion, Bill answered a call for volunteers, and he became one 

of several hundred men that were formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps to begin 

training on 3 April. The men were sent to a Military Police training centre that had been formed at 

Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo.                                                        

At the completion of his training, Bill was sent to the UK, sailing from Alexandria aboard the HT 

Tunisian on 3 August 1916. Later that month Bill was again admitted to hospital, once again suffering 

from the flu. On 5 September, Bill returned to duty at Tidworth.   

With the change of focus to the Western Front, Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, became the focal point 

for the AIF’s provosts. As well as being the main training centre, Tidworth was also the allocation 

point for escorts within the UK. It also handled the movement of military police to and from France. 

At any one time twenty five percent of the Anzac Provost Corps could be found at Tidworth.   



 

 

Throughout the remainder of 1916 and the first half of 1917, Bill remained in good health at Tidworth. 

On 26 June 1917 he was admitted to the 1st ADH at Bulford, suffering from a venereal affliction. The 

1st ADH dealt primarily with the treatment of such diseases and Bill received treatment for eleven 

days before being discharged. After a brief time at a convalescent depot and then at No. 1 Command 

Depot, Bill reported back for duty at Tidworth on 20 August. Bill had now been medically 

downgraded to B1A4. 

On 14 October 1917, Bill was promoted from trooper to the rank of acting corporal. On 26 June 1918 

Bill once again reverted to being a trooper, shortly before being transferred to serve in France. The 

photo of Bill (left) would appear to show him as a military policeman. He does appear to be wearing 

the rank of sergeant, probably a temporary rank, as Bill’s documents do not show him formally 

holding that rank. 

On 11 July 1918, Bill was sent to France, after a brief stay at the Le Havre Depot he was detached to 

the Australian Corps’ Field Punishment Compound. The Field Punishment Compound was 

established in the vicinity of the Australian Corps Headquarters and moved with the advances and 

withdrawals of the formation. Soldiers sentenced to in-excess of seven days field punishment could 

be sent to the unit. The unit would often establish itself in vacated French prisons.    

Captain Arthur Edge commanded the compound for most of the war. A prison warden before the war, 

he ensured a ‘visit’ to the compound was no picnic. But as well as the strong disciplinary methods 

used, the prisoners also carried out military training, in the hope that offenders would return to their 

units as better soldiers. 

  As a break from his jailing duties, Bill was sent to 

duty with the Australian Corps Headquarters on 4 

August. Once again on 10 September, Bill returned 

to duty as a jailer, now at the safe custody compound 

(still with the Field Punishment Compound?).  Bill 

continued to serve at the compound even after the 

signing of the Armistice on 11 November.                          

On 23 December 1918, Bill was granted a leave pass 

to visit Amiens. That evening Bill Tillotson met with 

a tragic accident, falling underneath a passing lorry 

(truck). Bill suffered severe abdominal injuries as 

well as fracturing his back. Bill was quickly taken to 

the 41st Stationary Hospital at Amiens for treatment. 

Matron Bannister acknowledged that Bill was in a 

grave condition when admitted at 8.00 pm that night. 

Bill Tillotson died about an hour after his arrival at 

the hospital. He was laid to rest in the Drury Hospital 

Military Cemetery, close to the hospital grounds, 

with Chaplain C Milner holding a Church of England 

service at Bill’s grave.  The following memoriam 

appeared in The Argus (Melbourne) in December 

1919, a year after his death.  



 

 

TILLOTSON- In loving memory of our dear son  

and brother, Private William Joseph Tillotson (Will),  

who died December 23, 1918, at 1st Stationary Hospital,  

France  (late 23rd Battalion). 

An Anzac. 

 

         Always happy and cheerful, 

       With a heart that knew no fear;  

        He went to face life’s battles, 

For all he loved so dear, 

        One of the best, a loving son, 

     So dearly loved, so sadly missed, 

By everyone at home, 

 

      (inserted by his loving father, mother, brothers and sisters.) 

 

In later years the location of Bill’s grave would become a problem. In order to gain access to the 

cemetery, visitors had to pass through the grounds of a French Lunatic Asylum. Despite the local 

authorities being sympathetic to this plight an alternative entry method could not be found. In the late 

1920’s Bill’s remains were exhumed and he was re-interred in the nearby Villers Bretonneux Military 

Cemetery, a more fitting last resting place for an original Anzac. 

Bill’s father, John, died in July 1920. His mother, Elizabeth, would receive her son’s war medals and 

his death plaque, but would never get to visit his grave. 

Endnote: Initial enquiries made by the Red Cross in early 1919, to the Australian Provosts Corps’ 

French Section appear to have been met with a deal of confusion. Colonel Douglas was apparently 

unaware of Tillotson’s death and initially reported Bill’s last movement as having gone on leave to 

Amiens.  Presumably his unit had been aware of his death, but had not formally reported it.  

 

 

 

2522 TROOPER Frederick WHITE  
 

Fred White was born at Wingham, New South Wales; he was the son of Robert and Alice White.  

Fred’s brother Russell also joined the AIF around the same time.  When the two brothers joined the 

AIF, the White’s were living in the Marlee district (not far from Wingham); Fred worked as a station 

hand, most probably also in the Marlee district. 

Fred was 21 years old when he enlisted on 2 May 1915. Initially he became part of the 5 th 

Reinforcements for the 17th Battalion. All of the men from Fred’s draft hailed from New South Wales, 

however the men came from all parts of the state, as well as Sydney. 

The portrait of Fred (next page) was most probably taken shortly after enlisting.  The photo may have 

been taken at a Sydney studio, or may have been taken by a visiting photographer at the training 

camp. 



 

 

At the completion of their training Fred’s draft sailed aboard 

the Themistocles, leaving Sydney on 5 October 1915.  It 

would appear that while on the voyage over Fred contracted 

the mumps and upon his arrival in Egypt in early November 

was probably sent straight to hospital at Cairo.  

 

 

 

Fred wrote to his mother from Choubra Hospital in Cairo, on 

22 November 1915; 

 

“ I am getting on fairly well.  I am up now.  I have put in a pretty bad time with mumps and Nile 

fever, and have to stay here another month yet.  We get well looked after, and there are over 300 in 

this hospital.  We had a drop of rain this morning – the first, they say, for two years.  The climate is 

lovely – just the middle of winter.  There’s a big crop of lucerne only about three yards from my 

window, as well as corn, turnips, tomatoes, melons, and sugar cane.   

I saw cabbages that wouldn’t go in a corn bag.  Everything grows well here and the land is all 

irrigated.  There are troops landing here in thousands nearly every day.  There will be a big fight on 

the Canal soon.  The Turks are advancing.  We are all prepared and have a big army waiting. I’ll be 

in that fighting.  I wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.” 

In mid-December after being released from hospital, Fred was able to catch up with Russell in Cairo.  

Russell, having just arrived in Egypt from Australia, had been sent to the nearby Mena Camp. 

In early March Fred was sent to the Overseas Base at Ghezireh, while he awaited allocation to a 

battalion. On 15 March Fred was again sent to hospital because of ill health. When fit to return to 

duty Fred answered a call for volunteers to join the Anzac Provost Corps. On 3 April 1916, Fred, and 

several hundred other men were taken on strength by the newly formed corps and undertook a month’s 

assessment and induction course at Abbassia, near Cairo.  

Deemed suitable for the Corps, Fred was sent to the Western Front, sailing aboard the Oriana from 

Alexandria on 6 June 1916. Arriving in France a week later.  Fred was attached to the 2nd Anzac 

(Corps) Headquarters. 



 

 

Tragically, Fred’s brother, Russell (pictured right), had also been sent 

to the Western Front, but with the 30th Battalion, he was killed in action 

on 20 July 1916, during the Battle of Fromelles.  Like the other 

battalion’s involved in Fromelles, the 30th Battalion suffered heavy 

casualties during its baptism of fire on the Western Front. 

 

Now a Trooper, Fred (pictured left) served the 

majority of his time on the Western Front with the 2nd 

Anzac (Corps) Headquarters. On 20 June 1917 he 

was wounded (by shrapnel?) in the left hip/buttock 

region.  Fred’s wounds were not serious enough to 

require evacuation to England. 

After treatment at firstly Camiers, and then Etaples, 

on 6 July he marched into the base depot at Roulles. 

Two days later he rejoined his unit at the 2nd Anzac 

Headquarters. 

Less than a week after rejoining his unit Fred was 

again sent to hospital, this time laid low by an attack 

of enteric fever, a legacy of his time in the Middle 

East.  Admitted to the 40th Stationary Hospital at 

Harfluer, Fred remained away from the front for a 

further two weeks.  A snippet in a local paper back 

home stated that Fred had also been affected by shell 

shock at some stage. 

After a period of furlough, on 15 September, Fred was fit enough to return to a unit.  After a brief 

attachment to the APM at Le Havre and then with the 1st Division, Fred was detached to the 5th 

Divisional provosts. 

In early March 1918 Fred was sent to the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction, for a two-week 

course.  Fred rejoined the 5th Division on 18 March. 

Fred White was one of five provosts and traffic control men, either killed or wounded, when a German 

shell landed in a farmyard near Daours, on the morning of 20 May 1918.  That shell exploded (most 

probably close to their billet) about 0700 hours; it killed outright Corporal Lin Harston and Trooper 

Donald Robertson. 

Trooper White was one of those wounded, he received severe abrasions and bruising to his head, his 

left leg was badly fractured (most probably severed).  Fred White died the following day at the 47th 

Casualty Clearing Station.  Reverend A.G. Harris, from the Clearing Station, supervised White’s 

burial at the nearby Crouy cemetery, at Amiens.  

Shortly after his death, Robert and his wife Alice, back in Marlee, received the official telegram from 

the army informing them of the death of their second son.  The local paper (the Wingham Chronicle?) 

ran a small tribute to both men shortly after Fred’s death. 



 

 

Fred White 

The public of this district will join with us in expressing sympathy with Mr. And Mrs. R White, of 

Marlee, who last week received word that their son (Corporal Fred White) had died of wounds in 

France.  This makes the second son to make the supreme sacrifice – Private Russell White having 

fought his last fight some time back.  Another son has just recently enlisted.  The loss of two sons from 

one family is one that nothing this side of the line can recompense a mother and father for.  Those 

two lads have fought the good fight, and have fallen by the way, but their memories, in common with 

those of all other heroes, should be cherished down the ages.  The fact also remains that the bloodiest 

war in history still raging – and with greater vigour and devilishness than ever.  In the ordinary 

course of events, many homes and hearts will yet be saddened – but today the hand of genuine 

sympathy goes out to Mr. And Mrs. White and family, for their cup of sorrow is indeed full.  

 

It was only five days after Fred’s death that his younger brother 

Archie chose to enlist.  Archie (shown left) had only just turned 

18 years of age and it must have taken a power of persuasion for 

him to convince his parents to give their consent for him to enlist 

(which they did give).  Archie enlisted at Kempsey on 25 May 

1918, as a General Service reinforcement, he was still training at 

the Liverpool Camp when peace was declared, illness having 

stalled his embarkation overseas.   On 19 November 1918, eight 

days after the signing of the armistice Archie was de-mobilized.  

White Brothers 

There was a representative gathering of residents of Marlee and its immediate surroundings, at the 

residence of Mr Stanley Cameron, Marlee. The object of such gathering being to do honour to Mr 

and Mrs R. White, who not so long since took up residence in Wingham, after having lived at Marlee 

for many years. Mr and Mrs White have had their cup of sorrow filled as a result of the Great War. 

Three of their sons enlisted, and two of them have paid the supreme sacrifice. It was decided by their 

many old friends at Marlee to show some practical appreciation of Mr and Mrs White as neighbours, 

and the form that token of respect and esteem took, we feel sure, was keenly appreciated by them. Mr 

C.W. Shilling of Marlee, was the secretary to the movement, and he had the hearty co-operation of 

the people generally.  

Miss Aicken was entrusted with the task of painting the photographs of the three soldier sons of Mr 

and Mrs White – Fred, Russell and Archie, and the work was splendidly done. The picture of the three 

boys is lifelike, and was covered by the Union Jack until the time arrived to make the presentation. 

………… Mr R. White feelingly expressed his thanks and appreciation of the kindness of his old 

neighbours………… The picture they had that night presented to Mrs White and himself would be 

prized while ever they lived – and when they had gone it would be prized by their children. 

 

Endnote:  The Wingham Chronicle in an article refers to Fred as being a corporal. Although Fred’s 

file doesn’t indicate him holding that substantive rank, there is a fair chance that he may have been a 

temporary corporal at some stage, possibly even at the time of his death.  



 

 

4556 TROOPER Frederick Donald WILLIAMS  
 

Frederick Williams was the son of Alfred and Harriet 

Williams of Newport, England. Fred had over three years 

service with the Royal Field Artillery Territorials, prior to 

coming to Australia in 1912 (or possibly 1913).  Fred was 

part of a large family, mainly boys, he appears to have been 

the only one of his family to travel to Australia, the 

newspaper clipping to the right shows details of his brothers 

that also served.  Like Fred, Harry and Ronald would die 

during the war, four other brothers survived, most served in 

the British Army, Basil in the Canadian Army. (Source 

Newport’s War Dead – W) 

Williams stated that he had been working as a woodcutter, 

prior to enlisting. Fred was 22 years of age when he fronted 

at the enlisting office at Trafalgar in Victoria on 12 

November 1914. Fred sailed with the 2nd Reinforcements, 

5th Battalion. 

By early 1915 Fred was holding the rank of Corporal. 

However because of a ‘weak knee’ he was sent back to 

Australia on 21 March 1915. Fred was discharged at 

Melbourne on 29 April. 

Re-enlisting less than a year later on 4 February 1916, Fred 

was accepted for service, and he now became part of the 11th 

Reinforcements for the 21st Battalion. Shortly after his 

arrival in Egypt, Fred transferred to the Anzac Provost 

Corps (later Australian). 

On 3 March 1916 Fred marched into a provost-training 

depot at Abbassia, near Cairo. Fred was one of several hundred men given a one-month assessment 

and induction course to determine if they were suitable for employment as military policemen within 

the AIF.   

At the completion of his course, Williams was accepted into the Provost Corps. On 9 June Fred was 

admitted to a hospital suffering from paraphimosis. He resumed duty on 21 June.  

On 3 August Fred boarded the Tunisian bound for England. Once in England he was sent for further 

training at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. (Tidworth was the depot for provost training in England.) 

After further training at Tidworth, Fred was transferred to France, and he marched into the base depot 

at Etaples on 7 December. Trooper Williams joined the 4th Divisional provosts on 19 January 1917. 

Fred was given two weeks leave to the UK in December 1917. On 31 January 1918 he was admitted 

to the 13th Field Ambulance for four days. 

  



 

 

Trooper Fred Williams was wounded in action on 2 April 1918. He was admitted to the 13th Field 

Ambulance suffering multiple shrapnel wounds to his legs and body.  Fred died that same day at the 

field ambulance.  

Fred was injured by a shell that 

struck their billet at Henencourt, 

shortly after he had come off 

duty. A fellow military 

policeman, Trooper Albert 

Kenney, was killed by the same 

blast. The 4th Division’s APM, 

Captain Jarvie, informed both 

men’s families of the 

circumstances. Another man was 

also caught in the blast – that 

soldier was probably Trooper William Hackett, another of the 4th Division’s MMPs; he was evacuated 

to England because of his wounds. 

Fred Williams was laid to rest in the Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension the following 

day. Chaplain/Captain B. Buckley, of the 13th Infantry Brigade, supervised Fred’s burial.  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


