
1637 TROOPER Charles David AUSTIN 
Headquarters 2nd Light Horse Brigade 

Anzac Provost Corps 
 

Charles Austin was born in London and served in the British Army 
with the 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards for ten years. Charles had 
spent five years in India and a further five years in South Africa 
during his British military service. 

In May 1912 upon his discharge from the British Army Charles 
immigrated to Australia. Charles’ father, John, still lived at Peckham 
in London. In Australia Charles had ties with the Croydon district, in 
particular with the Morgan family. 

On enlisting in the AIF on 6 August 1915, Charles stated that he had been working as a groom, 
though his family indicated that he was a clerk by trade. In mid-September Charles was transferred 
from the Liverpool Army Camp to the Light Horse [probably to the Casula Camp]. 

Charles became part of the 6th Reinforcements for the 12th Light Horse Regiment. That draft of men 
sailed for Egypt aboard the Moldavia on 2 October 1915. 

Trooper Austin joined the 12th Light Horse Regiment in late 1915. On 23 February 1916 Charles 
was admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis suffering from varicose veins. 

After five days in hospital Charles was sent to the Convalescent Depot at Helouan. Charles 
remained at the convalescent camp for a little over two weeks. 

Charles returned to duty at the 2nd Training Regiment at Tel-el-Kebir and was formally taken on 
strength by the Training Regiment on 6 April 1916. Charles remained at Tel-el-Kebir for the next 
three months. 

On 27 July 1916, Trooper Austin joined the Anzac Provost Corps. Charles became a MMP 
(Military Mounted Policemen) with the Moascar Detachment at the Anzac Training Centre. 
Because of Charles’ previous military service he probably was not sent to Abbassia for formal 
training, instead being assessed for his suitability at the Moascar Detachment. 

Charles was transferred to the Heliopolis Detachment in early January 1917. On 15 February 
Charles returned to frontline service when he was attached to the Headquarters of the 2nd Light 
Horse Brigade. 

On 8 March 1917 the 2nd LH Brigade as part of the Anzac Mounted Division advanced from Sheik 
Zowaid (?) to Shunnar, a position on the beach south-west of Rafa. The brigade remained there until 
the 24th, and the MMP carried out their usual patrols and regimental duties.  

On 24 March the Brigade took part in the first attack on Gaza. Encountering strong opposition the 
attack failed and Gaza was not taken. The 2nd LH Brigade was ordered to retire to Deir el Belah, 
with the brigade reaching the village on 27 March and setting up camp there. 

 



 

Throughout early April the Anzac Mounted Division rested at Deir el Belah. For the Division’s 
MMP, this meant extra road patrols were carried out, and canteen duties were instigated as the 
Division rested and regained their battle readiness. 

On the night of 16 April, the Division moved out on the second attack on Gaza. Shellal was reached 
early the next morning. It was on the 17th that a German aeroplane attacked the camp, dropping 
several bombs. 

Trooper Charles Austin was one of five men killed during that attack. The men were all buried near 
where they fell, with Chaplain Backhouse from the 7th Light Horse Regiment supervising their 
burials. Charles’ body was later re-interred to the Beersheba War Cemetery.  The photo below 
shows Sergeant Bert Toone (centre) and a fellow MMP looking at the graves; Austin’s grave is the 
middle grave. (Photo courtesy Toone family) 

 

Endnote: AWM photo P02114.009 shows the graves from a different angle and records details of 
all those men buried there. 
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5042 Acting SERGEANT Frank Lucas BOLITHO 
7th Battalion attached Anzac Provost Corps 

 

William Bolitho (Frank’s father) had immigrated to Australia to Cornwall as a 17 year old in 1871; 
he did so with his mother and siblings in order to join two older brothers who were trying their luck 
on the Bendigo Goldfields. William would later marry Ellen Shard, the couple raising their family 
in the Bendigo district; four of their sons would serve with the AIF during the Great War. 

By July 1915 Frank was 22 years of age; he was working as a salesman in Bendigo and had been 
rejected for army service only weeks earlier in June for ‘deficient expansion of chest’. On 8 July he 
did pass the medical after once again fronting to the Bendigo Enlisting Office, he then went into 
camp at the Bendigo Depot Battalion on 16 July. 

 

The four Bolitho brothers that served in the AIF are shown above; the photos come from the Shard 
family history book, photos courtesy of Sarah Harlock, Perth. (Samuel’s line of the family)   

Arthur (left) was the first to enlist he did so shortly after the declaration of war on 18 August 1914, 
he served with G Company in the 7th Battalion, Frank (middle left) would also be earmarked to join 
the 7th Battalion.  Samuel (middle right) was the eldest of the boys to enlisted, he was married and 
would enlist at Port Augusta, where he, his wife and two sons had moved in 1912. Samuel was 
initially allotted to a Machine Gun Company in March 1916, but later transferred to a Light Rail 
unit, not surprising as he had been a loco driver prior to enlisting.  Leonard (right) was also 22 
years of age when he enlisted and was also a railway employee; he enlisted on 16 May 1916 and 
ended up serving with the 46th Battalion. 

 



Private Frank Bolitho remained at the Bendigo camp up until he was transferred to the larger 
Broadmeadows Camp on 10 March 1916; here Frank became part of the 150 men that formed the 
16th re-enforcements for the 7th Battalion.        

Frank’s draft embarked from Melbourne for Egypt; 
they did so aboard the troopship Suffolk. The Suffolk 
arrived at Suez on 12 May 1916.   

The men only 
had a little 
over two 
weeks in Egypt at a depot before being transferred to the 
Western Front. On 28 May Frank’s draft boarded the 
Tunisian at Alexandria, the troopship (shown right) sailed 
for Marseilles in the south of France where it docked on 4 
March 1916.  

The next move for the men was to entrain to the Etaples 
Depot, as they awaited allocation to a battalion (not 
necessarily their original allocation). In the case of Frank’s 
draft most of those men did indeed join the 7th Battalion on 
the Western Front on 29 July 1916. 

Frank however remained at Etaples were he appears to have 
been gainfully employed; on 14 August he was promoted to 
corporal (acting) and was granted ‘extra duty pay’. On 18 
September he was promoted to sergeant and continued to 
draw his ‘extra duty pay’. That extra duty is unfortunately 
not identified in his file, possibly he was being employed as 
an instructor at the depot, or possibly he may have been 
employed in a role such as a regimental on military 
policeman (for the depot)? 

Frank (shown left from a clipping from the Bendigonian) 
remained at Etaples and although reverting back to the rank 
of corporal in November 1916 continued to draw his ‘extra 
duty pay’. However the main reason for Frank remaining at 
Etaples may have been health related, as he may not have 
been considered fit for active service.   

Frank’s health issues were now being formally recorded and it is apparent that he had a troublesome 
Mastoid (a middle ear infection) condition. On 21 February 1917 he ceased to his extra pay and on 
4 March was transferred back to the U.K., his file showing that he had been medically downgraded 
to ‘P.B.’ (Permanent Base). 

Initially Frank marched into an Australian Details Depot at Perham Downs and then two days later 
was sent to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth. On 21 April 1917 Bolitho was transferred from 
Weymouth to No 3 Camp at the Parkhouse Depot. 



It would appear that at Parkhouse Frank was considered fit to serve with the Anzac Provost Corps, 
he marched out to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth on 4 May. Bhurtpore Barracks was the 
Headquarters and the main U.K. Depot for the Australian Military Police, by this stage of the war it 
was common for men wishing to join the corps to be sent to Tidworth for training and assessment.  

Although Frank’s file shows his rank formally as private, he appears to have still been wearing the 
rank of acting sergeant.  However only six days after his transfer to Tidworth Frank Bolitho was 
admitted to the Tidworth Military Hospital. Frank’s condition was listed as ‘Mastoid dangerously 
ill’ on 20 May, only six days later on 26 May 1917 Frank died. 

A medical note on 
Frank’s file records 
that he ‘developed 
meningitis through 
____ from middle 
ear’.  That was 
possibly following 
an operation to try 
to fix his mastoid condition. 

Frank Bolitho was buried in the Tidworth Military Cemetery on 29 May 1917, he was given a full 
military funeral and was laid to rest in Grave No 193, Plot C. Officially Frank’s unit was listed as 
the 7th Battalion, even though he never officially ever served with the battalion, his rank on his cross 
(and then later his headstone) was recorded as his substantive rank which at the time of his death 
was private.  

The Burial Report shows that despite his short time with the Anzac Provost Corps, Sergeant Bolitho 
was given a funeral organised by that corps, with a military police detachment marching during the 
funeral.  Sergeant Alfred Griffin would die from pneumonia only months later on 15 July 1917, 
having left the provost corps only a short time earlier. 
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1316 TROOPER James Albert BOTHWELL 

Egyptian Section 
Anzac Provost Corps 

 
The Gallipoli campaign was well underway when James Bothwell joined up on 27 July 1915. James 
would have been well aware of the risks in being a soldier; only having to read the mounting 
casualty lists that appeared the Victorian newspapers. 
 
James was the son of James and Esther Bothwell of Gippsland (Victoria). Like his father, James 
worked as a farmer. Educated at the Corinella State School, James was 24 years old when he 
enlisted. 
 
Joining the Light Horse at Melbourne, James became part of the 11th Reinforcements for the 9th 
Light Horse Regiment. James spent three months training at a Light Horse Depot before sailing for 
Egypt. 

The troopship Hawkes Bay, with the 11th Reinforcements on-board, sailed from Port Melbourne 1n 
late 1915.  James joined the 9th Light Horse at Heliopolis on 28 December 1915.  

Trooper Bothwell served with his regiment throughout the first half of 1916. James was wounded in 
action as his regiment fought at Romani in August 1916. James was wounded in the right forearm 
as his regiment advanced towards Bir el Bad on 9 August. The attack failed and the Anzac Mounted 
Division (to which the 9th belonged) was forced into a fighting withdrawal. 

The Anzac Mounted Division suffered 
heavy casualties during the retreat. James 
was treated, firstly at the 3rd Light Horse 
Field Ambulance, and then at the New 
Zealand Mounted Field Ambulance. On 
10 August James was admitted to the 3rd 
Australian General Hospital at Abbassia 
(shown at left). James remained in 
hospital for a little over a month. 

Discharged to the 3rd Light Horse 
Training Regiment at Moascar, James spent nearly a month there prior to re-joining his regiment. 
On 13 October James rejoined his squadron. 

In early November James was transferred for duty with the 3rd Light Horse Brigade Headquarters. 
On 4 December, while the Brigade was at Malha, the Anzac Provost Corps took James on strength, 
and he was also promoted to the rank of temporary corporal. James was attached to the 3rd Light 
Horse Brigade for ‘police duty.’ James served as a MMP (Mounted Military Police) with the 3rd 
Light Horse Brigade Headquarters throughout the first half of 1917.  

On 19 July 1917 James was evacuated to hospital suffering a bout of malaria. James was admitted 
briefly to the 2 ASH at El Arish on 22 July, before being transferred to the 36th Stationary Hospital 
at Mahemdiyah the following day. James received treatment until the end of July. 

 



Rather than returning to the 3rd LH Brigade, James was posted to 
the Anzac Training Centre and Details Camp at Moascar. James 
arrived at the Moascar Camp on 1 August 1917; the Moascar 
Camp was close to the larger centre of Ismailia. 

At the time James joined the Moascar Detachment the 
detachment was being commanded by Lieutenant Lawrence, and 
normally numbered around fifty men. The men were quartered in 
tents, three to a tent. James already knew many men from the 
detachment, including several whom he had served alongside in 
the 9th Light Horse. 

James Bothwell was only at Moascar for a week when on 7 
August 1917 he met his death. The supporting statements from 
his fellow provo’s leave little doubt that James wound was self-
inflicted, however the official Court of Inquiry stopped short of 
formally concluding that this was the case. 

Chaplain A Hichens laid James Bothwell to rest in the Ismailia 
Cemetery, the day after his death. 

 

 

 

Statements from Bothwell’s Court of Enquiry 

1st WITNESS   No.  739 L/Cpl Marston W duly sworn states:- 

 “Between 0700 and 0715 on the seventh day of August 
1917 at Anzac Provost Corps camp, North Moascar, I left 
Tpr. Bothwell J.A. and L/Cpl. Hendry in the tent in which 
we occupy, to have my breakfast. Whilst sitting down a few 
minutes it was reported to me that Tpr. Bothwell had met 
with an accident. I proceeded to the tent, and on my way 
Lieut Lawrence ordered me to go get the Doctor, which I 
did. 

By the Court. 

Q. Had Tpr Bothwell J.A. complained of any sickness or troubles? 
A. Only pains in his eyes, following an attack of malaria, which he stated he had 
suffered from in hospital, having reported [from] there only a few days [previous].  
I had been associated with him in the 9th Light Horse about nine months. He was a 
temperate man, and a non smoker.” 

      (Sgd)  W. Marston L/Cpl 

              Anzac Provost Corps 
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2nd WITNESS  No.  805  L/Cpl Hendry J duly sworn states:- 

 “About 0630, on the seventh day of August 1917, I came off duty from Main Bridge 
Guard, and went to my tent to strip off accoutrements. I laid my belt with revolver on 
my bed, returning from having a wash. Tpr Bothwell was there with L/Cpl. Marston 
who went for breakfast and left me with Tpr. Bothwell alone. He picked up the 
loaded revolver, examined and took out the weapon, exclaiming, “It appears a good 
revolver”, and put it back after inspection, laying it on the bed. I remarked it was 
breakfast time and went away leaving him alone in the tent. Shortly after sitting 
down in the mess, I heard a report of a shot fired, and immediately went out to 
enquire the cause, and found it was from my tent, and that Tpr. Bothwell was lying 
on his back, head to entrance, with a wound in the forehead high up. Splashes of 
blood were in the tent high up facing the door, which were not there before – 
likewise spots of blood just beneath on the floor of the tent. 

 
By the Court. 
 I had been associated with Tpr. Bothwell J.A. in the desert about 6 months, and have 

never heard him complain until recently, when he spoke of pains in the head and 
eyes.” 

 
     (Sgd)  James Hendry  L/Cpl. 
 
                Anzac Provost Corps. 
 
 
 
 
3rd WITNESS  No. 22  A/SM  Saunders GW  duly sworn states:- 
 

 “At 0710 on the 7th day of August 1917, it was reported to 
me at [the] Orderly room that a man had shot himself. I 
immediately sent a man for a Medical Orderly, and 
remained to ring up for the Medical Officer.  Major Gaffney 
(A.A.M.C.) appeared on the scene, and examined Tpr. 
Bothwell J.A. in my presence, who was lying on his back on 
the floor with head at the door of the tent. He pronounced 
him dead. I searched the body with Lt. Lawrence being 
present, and found 22 pounds and 17 piastres, in one wallet 
and 3 purses which were taken charge of by the C.O. Anzac 
Provost Corps, Moascar Detachment. I have known Tpr. 
Bothwell in Egypt for about 10 months. He was a reserved, 
steady man, and a reliable soldier. He returned from 
Ismailia the previous evening, and never complained of any ailment or trouble. He 
marched into this Depot on the 1st August from hospital. 
 

 
     (Sgd)  G.F. Saunders  S.M. 
 
      Anzac Provost Corps 
 
 
 



 
4th WITNESS  Major Max Yuille  (A.A.M.C.) duly sworn states:- 
 
  “About 0735 on the seventh inst. I was called by the O.C. 

Anzac Provost Corps to see a man who was reported shot 
in his tent. I examined the body. He was lying on his back, 
fully dressed. Blood was issuing from the ears and mouth, 
and a wound of entry of the bullet, in the centre of the 
forehead. I could find no wound of exit. There was a cut in 
the left cheek, just beneath the prominence of the 
cheekbone, brain matter was issuing from the fore-head wound. When I turned the 
head, the body was quite warm, and the deceased to all appearances, could not have 
been dead more than three hours.” 

 

By the Court 
Q. Did the nature of the wound appear as if the bullet had been fired at close range? 
A.  Yes. The edges of the wound were blackened with a large amount of burnt 
powder.  

 
     (Sgd)  Max Yuille. Major. 
 
       A.A.M.C. 
 
 
 
 
5th WITNESS  Major FC Burke Gaffney O.C.  A.AM.T.C being duly sworn states:- 
 
  “I was called to the Anzac Provost Corps lines to see a man who 

had been shot. I arrived there about 0720 on the 7th Inst and found 
the man in the bell tent, lying on his back with his head halfway 
through the door. On examination I found the man to be dead. 
The body was still warm, so the man could not have died more 
than four hours previous to my arrival. There was blood issuing 
from the nose, left ear, and mouth, whilst approximately in the middle of the 
forehead, was a circular wound through which the brain matter had issued. The 
immediate surrounding of the wound presented a pigmented appearance, due in my 
opinion to burnt gun-powder used at close range. In my opinion, judging from the 
nature [o]f the wound, death was instantaneous, and caused by a bullet from a 
firearm, discharged at close range”. 

 
     (Sgd)  F.C.  Burke.  Gaffney  Major. 
 
      O.C.  A.A.M.T.C.  Moascar. 
 

 

 

 



 

6th WITNESS   Lieut. L Lawrence O.C. Moascar Detachment, Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

Being duly sworn states:- 

“At about 7.10.am on the morning of August 7th 1917 I was 
in my tent when I heard men of my Unit calling out to the 
Orderly Sergeant that a man had shot himself in the lines. I 
immediately rushed into my orderly room, and detailed S.M. 
Sa[u]nders to get a Medical Officer down as quickly as 
possible. I then went to the scene of the tragedy, and saw the 
dead body of No. 1316 Tpr. Bothwell. J.A. of this 
Detachment. The body was lying on its back and blood was issuing from the mouth, 
nose and ears. I also noticed a newly inflicted cut on his left cheek which was also 
bleeding. The deceased’s left leg was hanging out of the edge of the bed. I gave 
orders for the leg to be lowered and placed alongside the other on the floor. I then 
had the body covered with a blanket and a guard placed over same. Shortly 
afterwards Major Gaffney arrived on the scene and examined the body, and 
approximately two minutes after, Major Yuille arrived on the scene and also 
examined the body. Accompanied by Major Yuille, I then went and reported the 
occurrence to the D.A.A.G. A. & N.Z. T.C. and D.C. Moascar. At 0830, 
accompanied by Sergt. Major Sa[u]nders I made a search of clothing on the body, 
and found a purse containing a tin imitation medal, and two Australian brace buttons, 
and another purse with no contents. A pocket wallet containing twenty (20) 1-pound 
Egyptian Notes and another purse 

I then lifted the revolver lying under the buttocks of the body, and on examination of 
same I discovered five unexpended cartridges and one expended shell. 

 

    L. Lawrence 

    O.C. Moascar Detachment 

     Anzac Provost Corps.  

 

The following article came from the Western Mail in Perth from 1934.  The military policeman that 
was being buried was most likely Bothwell.  The driver had in fact been tasked to pick up tools at 
the hospital, not carry the coffin, the tunic he had been handed was in fact a red cross jacket, not a 
MMP one. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3250 TROOPER Hans Casper CASPERSEN 
Headquarters Australian 2nd Division 

Anzac Provost Corps 
 

Hans Caspersen was born at Moss in Norway and his 
family still lived there. Hans listed his father, Edward, as 
his next-of-kin. Life as a sailor bought Hans to Australia; 
and on enlistment Hans gave his trade as sail-maker. 
 
Hans was 25 years of age and was working in Melbourne 
when he chose to enlist on 6 July 1915. He had been in 
Australia for about three years. Private Caspersen 
became a reinforcement for the 5th Battalion, and his 
draft left Melbourne aboard the Nestor on 11 October 
1915. 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, on 15 November, Hans 
was admitted to hospital suffering venereal disease. After 
a month’s treatment (and loss of pay) Hans was released 
back to duty. On 22 February 1916, Hans finally joined 
the 5th Battalion at their Serapeum Camp.  

Not fully clear of his VD, on 16 March Hans was again admitted to hospital. He was sent to the 1st 
Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia, and from there he was sent to the 1st Australian 
Dermatological Hospital at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

At the completion of his treatment Hans was sent to the Overseas Base Depot at Ghezirah, ready for 
a transfer to the Western Front. Towards the end of March 1916 Hans volunteered to become a 
military policeman, and he was sent to their training camp at Abbassia for training to see if he was 
suitable to join the Anzac Provost Corps. 

At the completion of his training, Hans was sent to the Cairo Detachment. On 22 June Hans was 
again in hospital receiving treatment for VD. After a further two weeks treatment Hans returned to 
duty. 

On 3 August 1916, Hans Caspersen was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, in the United 
Kingdom. After two months training in England he was transferred to France for service on the 
Western Front.  Once in France, on 17 October, Hans was attached to the Headquarters of the 
Australian 2nd Division. Hans would remain with the 2nd Division for the remainder of his active 
service. 

Trooper Hans Caspersen was wounded in action while in Belgium on 20 September 1917. Badly 
wounded by shrapnel from enemy shellfire, Hans was admitted to the 8th (?) Field Ambulance.  

Transferred back to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station, Hans Caspersen died that same day. Hans 
was interred in the Ramy Siding Cemetery. His body was later re-interred to the larger Lijssenthoek 
Cemetery. 
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903/2041 TROOPER William Thomas COLLIE 
Headquarters 2nd Light Horse Brigade 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

William Collie came from the Port Douglas 
region of Queensland, but was born and raised 
in the Gippsland district of Victoria. William 
was married to Ann and he enlisted at 
Brisbane on 6 January 1915. William stated 
that he was 34 years of age and working as a 
farmer prior to joining up. 
 
Trooper Collie became part of the 5th Light 
Horse Regiment, where his original 
regimental number was 903. William didn’t 
reach his regiment on Gallipoli until 29 July 
1915.   

William only remained on the peninsula until 
mid-August. His evacuation appears to have 
been two-fold: firstly because of the ill health 
of typhoid, and secondly because he was still 
suffering the effects of shell shock from when 
he had been partially buried by a shell burst. 
The blast at the time had also knocked him 
unconscious. 

Evacuated from the peninsula, William was 
sent to Mudros aboard the Hospital Ship 

Andania. William arrived at Mudros on 17 August 1915. After being stabilised on Mudros, William 
was sent to England for treatment. On 31 August he was admitted to the Military Hospital at New 
Hampstead.   

William remained in England for several months. During his time in England he also suffered an 
attack of appendicitis. In early 1916 William returned to Egypt. Rather than returning to active 
service, William’s shell shock saw him ear-marked for a return to Australia.  
 
Boarding the Star of Victoria on 19 January William reached Brisbane on 5 March. Upon his arrival 
at Brisbane he was admitted to the 6th Australian General Hospital for further treatment and 
assessment. 

Re-enlisting [date unknown] William was given a new regimental number of 2041 and became part 
of the 11th Reinforcements for the 11th Light Horse Regiment. On 6 October 1916 William once 
again sailed for Egypt, on this occasion aboard the Clan McEwan. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon his arrival in Egypt, William marched into the 3rd Light Horse Training Regiment at Moascar. 
On 23 January 1917 William transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps at Cairo. After training at 
Cairo, William was posted to the Military Police, Kantara Detachment. From there he was detached 
to their Northern Section, which in April 1917 was in Rafa. 

On 27 June 1917 William was admitted to hospital at El Arish, suffering discomfort from an ‘old 
abdomen injury’ (his previous appendicitis trouble?). On 1 July he was transferred back to Cairo 
(Abbassia). 

On 9 July William was deemed fit enough to return to active duty and William was attached to the 
Headquarters of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade. The 2nd Brigade was part of the Anzac Mounted 
Division. 

By mid-November 1917 the Mounted Division was in the more fertile and densely populated areas. 
The MMP were spending an increasing amount of their time in prevention of looting by the troops, 
as well as the control and policing of the civil population.                                                                                                                                                                 

Trooper Collie had just returned from a patrol on 26 
November, it was about 4.30pm and he was attending to 
his mount at the horse lines near the village of Serona 
(just outside Jaffa) when a stray shell fell near William, 
killing him instantly.   

William Collie was buried near where he fell. Padre 
Mullens from the 5th Light Horse Regiment supervised 
his burial. Collie’s official grave site is recorded as 
‘Buried a half mile from Hill 275, on NNE slope of hill 
about 20 yards from top of hill and bearing 7 degrees.’ 

 

 

Endnote: William may have been serving as a military policeman on Gallipoli (not verified). 



157 CORPORAL Norman Edgar MATTHEWS 
Egyptian Section 

Anzac Provost Corps 
 

Norman Matthews hailed from Goulburn, New South Wales, he had attended the state school there 
and then the King’s College (also at Goulburn). Like most young men of his age, Norman had 
undertaken compulsory military training, firstly as a cadet and he had then continued to serve with 
the 11th Light Horse within the Goulburn district. At the beginning of the Great War Norman was 
working as a draper in Goulburn. 
 
The son of William and Mary Matthews, Norman was 19 years of age when he enlisted on 22 
August 1914. Norman had four brothers, Reg, William (Bill), Horace and Fred (more commonly 
known as Selby) who would also serve in the AIF.  Norman was the youngest of the boys to enlist, 
then Reg, who was five years older.  Selby, Bill and Horace were all older again, all appear to all 
served with the 1st Ammunition Park (not verified).  Bill, who was born in 1881, had also seen 
service during the Boer War. 
 

 
 

 
The photo above shows a large 
group of Goulburn men at the 
Matariah (?) Camp in Egypt.  The 
two photos shown are both 
presumably from early 1915.   
 
The photo to the left shows Reg 
and Bill, Reg is 2nd from the left in 
the back row.  Bill is the soldier 
next to him in the middle of the 
back row. This photo is labelled as 
having been taken at the Zeitoun 
Camp in Egypt.  Unfortunately no 
photos are available of Horace or 
Selby in uniform. 



Originally Norman was allotted to the 1st Light Regiment, probably to A Squadron. However on 2 
September, Norman was re-allotted to the 6th Light Horse Regiment (probably B Squadron).  The 
6th Regiment sailed for Egypt in December 1914, disembarking at Suez on 5 February 1915. The 
troopers had to wait until mid-May for their call-up as reinforcements on the Gallipoli Peninsula. 
 
During their time on the peninsula the 6th Regiment were attached to the 1st Australian Division. 
The regiment was responsible for a sector in the far right of the line. 
 
For his part Trooper Matthews only remained on the peninsula until September 1915. On 4 
September Norman attended the 1st Light Horse Field Ambulance because of a cut to his leg, which 
had become infected. 
 
Norman was evacuated to Malta aboard the Hospital Ship Neuralia, arriving at St George’s 
Hospital, Malta on 10 September. On 21 October Norman was transferred to England. 
 
Admitted to the King George’s Hospital at London on 29 October, Norman’s wound (obviously 
already beginning to heal) was described as only being ‘slight.’ Despite this fact, it was not until 
early January1916 that Norman was granted leave upon his discharge from hospital. 
 
Apparently overstaying his leave for eight days, Norman was awarded 120 hours detention and 
forfeited thirteen days pay. On 7 March he marched into the Australian Base Depot at Weymouth, 
ready to return to Egypt. 
 

On 25 March 1916 Norman was aboard a 
troopship, heading back to Egypt. Rather 
than re-joining with his regiment, Norman 
answered a call for volunteers for the newly 
formed Anzac Provost Corps. Trooper 
Matthews joined several hundred other men 
in early April at Abbassia on the outskirts 
of Cairo, where the men trained to be 
military policeman. Only those deemed 
suitable for the duties were accepted. 
 
By the completion of his training Norman 
was holding the rank of corporal (see the 
photo left) and he was sent to the Heliopolis 
Detachment for duty. The Heliopolis 
Detachment at this time numbered one 
officer and six men, and at that stage of the 
war Lieutenant AJ Watts was in charge. 
 
The Heliopolis Detachment was part of the 
mounted section of the Anzac Provost 
Corps. The mounted section policed 
Heliopolis, Moascar and Port Said, as well 
as providing troops that were attached to 
the Mounted Divisions.  The ‘infantry 
section’ of the Corps policed Cairo and 
several other of the bigger centres where 
Australians were based. 

 



It was while at Heliopolis that Norman Matthews met an accident that was to claim his life. On 4 
February 1917 Norman was one of three men dispatched to quell a disturbance in the township. A 
Court of Enquiry held at Kasr-el-Nil, Cairo, the following day, best records the incident of the 4th. 
 
Captain Jordan presided over the Court, with Lieutenant Grigson from the Cairo Detachment, and 
Lieutenant Watts also present to hear the evidence. Corporal W.H. Raines, Anzac Provost Corps 
submitted the following statement: - 

 
 At about 11-30am on the 4th February 1917, a telephone message was received at the 
Heliopolis Detachment Camp from the Egyptian Police Caracol, to the effect that some soldiers 
were creating a disturbance in a shop in Heliopolis. Lieut A.J. Watts O.C. Detachment at the time, 
was away on inspection duty, and being senior N.C.O. of the detachment I warned No. 157 Cpl 
Matthews, to accompany me together with Tpr Jenkins of the detachment. Cpl Matthews (the 
deceased) and I had saddled up our horses, and as Tpr Jenkins had not yet saddled up, Cpl 
Matthews and I went on, and told Tpr Jenkins to follow on as soon as possible. 
 
   After proceeding for about half a mile at a canter, and the deceased Cpl. 
Matthews’s horse was just a little distance in front of mine, Cpl. Matthew’s horse suddenly swerved 
around to the right and collided with my horse with the result that Cpl. Matthews was thrown to the 
ground. The collision nearly causing me to be thrown off, but I recovered and saw when looking 
round the deceased Cpl. Matthews lying on the ground and his horse had fallen.  

  
I immediately dismounted and went to him. He spoke to me and did not appear to be to be seriously 
hurt, saying, “It’s alright, leave me”. He appeared to be only dazed. At this moment Tpr Jenkins 
came in and I left him in charge of Cpl. Matthews and proceeded on myself to the Egyptian 
Caracol. 
   On arrival at the Police Caracol I found that the disturbance had been 
quelled, and that I was no longer required. I then returned to where the accident had occurred and 
found the deceased (Cpl. Matthews) with Tpr Jenkins. The deceased was still in a dazed condition, 
and I then proceeded with all haste to the Heliopolis House Hotel and obtained a Motor Car. The 
deceased was then placed in the Car and driven to the nearest Medical Officer, which was Captain 
Baddock, A.I.F. M.O. Australian Remount Unit Depot Heliopolis. A motor ambulance was sent for 
from No. 14 A.G. Hospital, Abbassia, which the deceased was put into when it arrived. 
 
   I did not see the deceased after that. I cannot account for the deceased’s 
horse swerving as it did unless it took fright at something, which I did not see,… 
 

 
                                                                                                             

Trooper R.L. Jenkins statement also confirmed the details of the incident. 
 

“I saw the deceased’s horse swerve round towards Cpl Raines’ horse and 
collide with it and as a result that it fell on its side, throwing Cpl Matthews 
to the ground.  Cpl Matthews fell quite clear of his horse.  At the time of 
the accident, I was only about 20 yards away, and when I came up , Cpl 
Raines had got off his horse and was attending to Cpl Matthews who 
seemed to be only dazed.  Cpl Raines then ordered me to stay with the 

deceased, which I did.  The deceased told me that he had a pain in the head.  I stayed with him until 
Cpl Raine came back about ten minutes later, and he then went to Heliopolis and fetched a car into 
which we placed the deceased, and took him to the Remount Depot at Heliopolis, where he was 
attended to by the Medical Officer, who ordered a car from No 14 A.G.H. into which the deceased 
was placed and driven to No 14 A.G.H. Abbassia; I did not see the deceased after this.”   



Corporal Matthews died shortly after being admitted to the 14th Australian General Hospital at 
Abbassia. Norman Matthews was buried the following day, 5 February 1917, in the British 
Cemetery, Cairo. The map below shows Heliopolis in relation to the main city of Cairo, close by is 
Abbassia where the bulk of the Anzac Provost Corps, and indeed Norman Matthews, had been 
trained in April 1916. 

 

 
 

Captain Jordan wrote to Norman’s parents back at Goulburn, passing on basic details based upon 
Corporal Raines version.  Captain Jordan had known Norman well, Jordan had been his Sergeant 
Major in the 6th Light Horse Regiment, and the pair had fought together on Gallipoli.  Jordan stated 
that two days prior to his death Norman had been advised he was to be promoted to Sergeant. 
 
In December 1917 Lieutenant Grigson, now the OC of the Moascar Detachment, placed a reply 
from Norman’s mother in the Section Orders, it read as follows; 

 
APPRECIATION.  

Mrs Matthews, mother of the late No 157 Cpl N.E. Matthews, Hurst Street, 
Goulburn NSW writes as follows:- “ We are indebted for the photograph of 

the grave of my late son.  I really cannot express our gratitude to all 
members of the Anzac Provost Corps for your gracious act of goodness and 
thought, in erecting such a beautiful memorial in memory of our dear lad. 

 
Your kindness will live long in our memory.  Again thanking    you.”  

      (Section order No 481 0f 23.12.17) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



328 TROOPER Kevin MOLONY MM 
Headquarters 2nd Australian Division 

Anzac Provost Corps 
 

Born at Yeulbe (?) in Queensland, Kevin Molony lived most of his life in the Charleville region.  
Kevin’s parents were already deceased when he joined up on 23 January 1915. Kevin had a brother 
and several sisters who lived in Brisbane. Aged 27, Kevin described himself as a grazier on 
enlistment. 
 
With obvious equine 
skills, Kevin found 
himself a trooper with 
the 13th Light Horse 
Regiment. The 
Regiment sailed from 
Melbourne on 28 May 
1915 aboard the 
troopship Persic. 

The 13th Light Horse didn’t head to Anzac Cove until September 1915. On 11 September the 
regiment landed on the peninsula. The regiment became integrated with the 6th Australian Infantry 
Brigade and took over trenches at Lone Pine. 

After less than a month on the peninsula, Trooper Molony attended the 5th Field Ambulance feeling 
unwell. Kevin was diagnosed as suffering from rheumatism and was evacuated to the hospital ship 
Assayo, which was standing off Anzac Cove. The hospital ship then sailed for Malta. 

Admitted to St Patrick’s Hospital at Malta on 10 October, Kevin only remained in hospital for a 
week before being deemed fit to return to duty. Kevin was sent back to the Anzac Advanced Base at 
Mudros; here he was once again assessed and medically downgraded to BX and sent to No 3 AGH 
at Mudros (?). 

On 10 November Kevin was discharged to duty, but remained attached to the hospital (possibly as a 
guard?). Kevin remained at the hospital until 16 January, when he appears to have returned to a 
mounted depot at Sidi Beshr (still on Mudros?). Finally on 21 January, Kevin returned to Egypt 
where he returned to the 13th Light Horse. 

The 5th Australian Infantry Division at Tel-el-Kebir took the 13th Light Horse on strength on 13 
March 1916, becoming a Divisional Cavalry Unit. The regiment sailed from Alexandria bound for 
the Western Front on 17 June, disembarking at Marseilles on 25 June. 

On 7 July the Regiment was re-designated as being part of the 1st Anzac Army Corps Light Horse 
Regiment. Trooper Molony transferred to the MMP (Mounted Military Police) of the 2nd Division 
on 3 September 1916. As the MMP were also mounted troops, Kevin retained the rank of trooper.  
On 23 September 1916 all the Divisional MMP of the AIF were formally transferred to the strength 
of the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 



By 1917 Kevin was holding the rank of acting corporal. For his actions on 20 September 1917, he 
and Trooper (Acting Corporal) Samuel O’Donnell were recommended for and subsequently 
awarded Military Medals. Kevin and Samuel’s citations indicate they were at the same post, their 
citation read: 

20 September 1917.  This N.C.O. was controlling the traffic from the CULVERT to HOOGE. On 
the day in question the Menin Road between these points was heavily shelled. Through his energy, 
coolness and utter disregard of personal danger he controlled on the road (traffic at all times being 
exceptionally heavy) and materially assisted in expediting the evacuation of the wounded. 

It is unlikely that Kevin Molony would have even added his MM ribbon to his uniform, when 
eleven days after being recommended for his bravery award, on 11 November, he was struck by 
shrapnel. Kevin received severe shrapnel wounds to his abdomen and his right arm. He was quickly 
admitted to the 3rd Field Ambulance and then evacuated back to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station.   

Kevin Molony died at the Casualty Clearing Station the day after being wounded. Reverend Kilduff 
from the clearing station supervised Kevin’s burial in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery on the 
day that he died. 



503 LANCE CORPORAL Walter Arthur WALLER 
Egyptian Section 

Anzac Provost Corps 
 

Walter Waller was born at Ballarat in 1894; he was the son of Richard Waller. Richard remarried 
around 1906, and his second wife, Mary Jane, then helped raise both their families. The family lived 
in the Ballarat district. Walter was typical of his generation, having served two years as a senior 
cadet. After leaving school he completed a two-year apprenticeship with G and E. Waller (his 
uncle’s), his uncle’s business simply described as being contractors of Ballarat.   

 
Walter was working as a labourer down in 
Melbourne when the declaration of war was made. 
He fronted to the Broadmeadows recruiting office 
on 19 August 1914 to enlist. Walter’s brother John 
(Jack) would also enlist; he would be killed while 
serving with the 7th Battalion on Gallipoli. 

Trooper Waller became part of C Squadron with the 
4th Light Horse Regiment, and was known as 
‘Wattie’ to his army mates. Formed as a divisional 
cavalry unit for the 1st Australian Division, over 20 
percent of the regiment’s men hailed from the 
Melbourne district. 

The regiment sailed from Melbourne aboard the 
Wiltshire on 19 October 1914. The Wiltshire arrived 
in Egypt on 10 December. The regiment then spent 
the next few months establishing their desert camp 
and bringing the men’s training up to scratch.  

In Egypt, Wattie acted as a cook for C Squadron. 
Following some of the trouble involving Australian 

troops in Cairo he put pen to paper and wrote to the Ballarat Courier. 

 ‘ Mena Camp, 26th February, 1915: 

As a result of reports published in some papers concerning the conduct [of] our men, I am 
prompted to explain that none of the men of the 4th Light Horse Regiment are concerned.  Only five 
of the Ballarat Boys are being sent back, and that for no fault of their own.  In this regiment only 
three men are being sent back to Australia, and there is only one Ballarat boy, viz, Harold Sim of 
Cardigan.  His case is a bad one, being sent home on account of having a cancer in the ear, which 
could not be cured. 

Respecting the other two men, one received a kick from a horse and the other had a very bad leg, 
and when the leg was examined by the doctor he was given the discharge. 

The public can see by this statement that no disgrace rests on this regiment. 



The Colonel (Colonel Forsyth) is going to deal with the matter of these rumours, declaring he is not 
having his regiment disgraced by anyone.  Colonel Forsyth calls himself the ‘dad of the regiment,’ 
and he is a great dad.  He is a gentleman – just the sort of man you want on service.  I may say the 
same for all our officers.  They are just ‘the thing.’ 

As for the food, we can’t growl. For early morning meal we have what we call mince balls; for 
dinner, a boil with pea soup and greens; and for tea boiled rice with raisins.  The boys don’t like 
rice, and when we have it they come to the fire and want to know have they turned into birds.  But 
they are not a bad lot; they sing out if you don’t give them everything ‘up to the handle.’ They don’t 
get cocoa, but they get coffee before going out to the parade in the morning.  

I hope you will publish this, so that the public may see that this regiment owns no wasters…’ 

Despite being divisional cavalry, the 4th Regiment were not considered as part of the original 
landing on Gallipoli. It was not until 20 May 1915, that the regiment deployed to Anzac Cove to 
reinforce the badly depleted infantry. The 4th Regiment landed on 22 and 24 May; its squadrons 
were initially scattered to reinforce various infantry units. 

It was not until 11 June that the regiment was reunited, the regiment joining other light horse units 
around the area of Ryrie’s Post. Wattie was wounded by shrapnel (to the side of his body) at Gaba 
Tepe on 30 July 1915, and was evacuated to the hospital ship Neuralia, which transported him to 
Alexandria. Arriving at Alexandria on 4 August, Wattie was sent by train to the 1st Australian 
General Hospital at Heliopolis. 

Wattie remained at the 1st AGH for nearly two months. Recovered from the physical effects of the 
shrapnel, on 1 October he was transferred to No 2 Australian Auxilary Hospital, still at Heliopolis.  
Wattie remained at No 2 AAH until 8 November.   

Now considered fit enough to return to duty, Wattie was sent for a period of rest at the Helouan 
Convalescence Depot. On 1 December 1915, he returned to a training depot to prepare for a return 
to his regiment. 

Trooper Waller doesn’t appear to have rejoined the 4th Regiment. Instead he volunteered to join the 
newly forming Anzac Provost Corps in March 1916. Formally taken on strength by the Provost 
Corp on 3 April 1916, Wattie became one of several hundred men sent to a Provost Training Centre 
at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

Not all the men who volunteered would be deemed suitable to serve as military policemen; those 
unsuitable for the role were sent back to their unit. Some by their own request would also do the 
same. Wattie was probably lucky to retain his lance corporal rank that he was given at the 
commencement of training, when on 27 June he was absent from a parade and also broke barracks, 
failing to return until midday the following day. Wattie was severely reprimanded over the incident. 

 

 



 

Once again on 23 July, Wattie was again in trouble, on this occasion for failing to attend midday 
stables and also for failing to report that he had lost his helmet (pith helmet?). Wattie was once 
again lucky to only receive a severe reprimand.  The photo (previous page) comes from The Sydney 
Mail dated 6 September 1916 and shows some of the Mounted Section of the Anzac Provost Corps 
based in Egypt.  The men are all NCO’s, some only lance corporal, all the men are named, Wattie is 
described as being the lance corporal in the middle row on the right edge of this portion of the 
photo. 

Lance Corporal Waller became part of a ‘fighting troop’ of military policemen, twenty-one men in 
total, under the command of Lieutenant Peter Martin. The troop joined the Anzac Mounted Division 
at Kantara on 27 October 1916. Wattie was with the troop when it was attached to B Squadron, 1st 
Light Horse Regiment, joining the regiment at El Ghelia on 18 November.   

Towards the end of November the Division moved to Geratat, the 1st Regiment taking up the 
outpost line on the right front of the Camel Corps about 14 miles east of Maadan. Here the 
regiment, including Lieutenant Martin’s men, frequently came into contact with the enemy. 

During the fighting troop’s time with the 1st Regiment, they were involved in the seizing of 
Maghaba on 23 December 1916, and also the fighting at Rafa on 9 January 1917.  It was during the 
fighting at Rafa that Lance Corporal Waller was severely wounded, and he died later that day. The 
following day, Wattie was buried a quarter of a mile west of the village of Sheik Zouwaid, Chaplain 
Finnigan conducting his burial service.   



Trooper E.G. Thompson penned the following poem, in memory of his mate Wattie. Thompson had 
joined the Anzac Provost Corps around the same time as Waller. Thompson had been a light 
horseman with the 7th Regiment; both had become part of Lieutenant Martin’s fighting troop. 

KILLED IN ACTION 
 

    There’s a vacant place in the Troop to-day, 

    Where once was a brave lad,  

    He was honoured by all who knew him, 

    And his absence makes us sad. 

 

    We shall miss his voice at ‘Reveille’, 

    When the Sergeant shouts ‘Fall in’, 

    No more his merry laugh we’ll hear, 

    He is deaf to the battle’s din. 

 

    It was out on the field at Rafa, 

    Where the shrapnel fell like rain,  

    His young life slowly ebbed away, 

    With a bullet through his brain. 

 

He could not send a message home, 

Cross the ocean far and wide,  

To greet the loving one’s he’d left, 

Around the home fire-side. 

 

But now that God has called him,  

We shall never see him more, 

His memory shall be cherished by pals, 

In the ANZAC Provost Corps.  



Unfortunately the isolated nature of Wattie’s grave meant that his grave after a time could not be 
formally located, his family were informed that his name was remembered in the Kantara War 
Memorial Cemetery. Wattie’s name was also included on a memorial in the Jerusalem War 
memorial cemetery. Formally he is recorded as having no known grave. 

Endnote: When Wattie’s father Richard, died in the mid-1920’s, the army seemed to have problems 
recognising Mary’s right as his next-of-kin (being his step-mother). This was despite the fact that 
Mary had been drawing an army pension for Wattie’s death since 1917. Interestingly, Wattie’s 
stepsisters, Alice and Grace, had not been awarded any pension at the time. 

 

Article and photo of Wattie from The Ballarat Courier ; courtesy of Amanda Taylor of Ballarat. 

 

 

716 TROOPER Alfred John WATSON 
Anzac Provost Corps 

Alfred Watson was born and bred in London; prior to immigrating to Australia 
he had already seen nearly six and a half years service (part-time?) with the 4th 
Essex Regiment.  By August 1914 Alfred was 26 years of age, married to 
Alice, and was working as a builder’s labourer (scaffolder) in Adelaide (he 
had come to Adelaide from the U.K. in May 1911).  

Alf enlisted shortly after the outbreak of war on 21 August 1914.  Alf became 
part of the 10th Battalion; the battalion was raised in South Australia and 
would receive re-enforcements primarily from that state throughout the war.  

Alf joined the 10th Battalion at their newly established camp at Morphettville; Morphettville was 
approximately halfway between Glenelg and the centre of Adelaide.  The camp was erected on and 
around the existing racecourse. 
 
As well as South Australian volunteers, large numbers of New South Welshmen, mainly from 
Broken Hill, also flocked to enlist at Morphettville.  The 10th Battalion became the first South 
Australian infantry unit to form; it reached its full strength of just over 1000 officers and men by 31 
August.  
 
On 20 October 1914 the 10th Battalion entrained to Adelaide, ready to board to board the Ascanius.  
The Ascanius then became part of the first convoy of Australian and New Zealand troops that was 
ready to cross the Indian Ocean to assist England in its war ventures. The West Australian 11th 
Battalion also came aboard the Ascanius on 31 October, when the ship docked at Fremantle, the 
vessels last port of call on Australian soil. 
 
It was not until the end of November, while the convoy was still sailing, that it was determined that 
the Australian and New Zealand troops were to be offloaded at Alexandria in Egypt.  The 10th 
Battalion remained aboard the Ascanius until 7 December before finally being allowed to 
disembark. 
 
 



The 10th Battalion then joined many other units 
as it helped to establish a large camp at Mena, 
some 10 miles from Cairo.  The camp was 
established with the majestic pyramids as a 
backdrop, despite the ancient sites that 
surrounded the camp the Australians soon re-
established their training.  
   
It was not until 1 March 1915 that the battalion 
entrained once again to Alexandria. The 
destination of the pending landing still 
officially unknown, but was strongly rumoured 
to be the Gallipoli peninsula. The 9th and 10th 
Battalion boarded a Greek steamer, the Ionian 
and sailed for their next destination. 
 
On 4 March the Ionian arrived at Mudros 
Harbour on Lemnos Island.  The men 
continued to live aboard the steamer in very 
uncomfortable conditions for the next six 
weeks.  On 15 April 1915 the men of the 
battalion received their colour patches, these 
small patches identified their battalion, and 
would be proudly worn on the upper sleeves of 
their uniform. 
 
Alfred J Watson left (Ancestry.com.au) 
 

It was not until 24 April 1915 that the battalion was transferred to destroyers ready to undertake the 
pending landing.  The 10th Battalion was split up between the destroyers Prince of Wales, Scrouge 
and Foxhound.   
 
Alf served on the peninsula for exactly four months before the effects of dysentery forced him to be 
evacuated.  Like many Alf was initially evacuated to St David’s Hospital at Malta for treatment. On 
18 September Alf was transferred to England for further treatment and then recuperation.  It took a 
week for the Hospital Ship Oxfordshire to reach England.   

Upon his arrival in England Alf was admitted to the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital; he remained at 
Birmingham until 19 November, when he was sent to the Monte Video depot at Weymouth.  It was 
not until 28 June 1916 that Alf was transferred to another depot at Perham Downs.  

On 4 August 1916 Alf was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth where he was assessed as to his 
suitability to serve as a military policeman.  After completion of his training at Tidworth on 26 
September 1916, Alf was posted for duty with a detachment at Andover; Andover had only a 
relatively small detachment of military policemen. 

In December 1916, while at Andover, Alf felt poorly and was diagnosed by a civilian practitioner as 
suffering from pleurisy, Alf was confined to bed in his billet for two weeks and then a further two 
weeks confined to the building.  However when Alf returned to duty he noted he had a continual 
nagging cough and a sore throat.   



On New Year’s Day Alf was posted back to Tidworth, his health remained poor and as disturbing 
was the fact that he was losing weight, as well as his bad cough.  By the time Alf was admitted to 
the Military Hospital at Tidworth on 3 August 1917, officially still only diagnosed as suffering 
laryngitis, he had lost nearly three stone in weight. 

It was not long before doctors realised that Alf was in fact suffering from tuberculosis, Alf did rally 
after treatment and on 18 August was fit enough to be transferred to the 1st Australian Auxiliary 
Hospital at Harefield.  Indeed Alf appears to have improved somewhat at Harefield, to the point 
were he was discharged to the No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, the normal progression of a 
soldier prior to returning to duty.  In Alf’s case he was probably sent to the depot to await a passage 
back to Australia not a return to a unit. 

On 27 September 1917 Alf boarded the Suevic and began his return to South Australia.  The voyage 
home took nearly two months, for most of it Alf was probably in the ship’s hospital ward and his 
condition appears to have continued to deteriorate.  Upon his arrival in South Australia, on 20 
November, Alf was sent straight to the Bedford Park Sanatorium.   

Alf Watson continued to slip away; he died at the sanatorium on 16 December 1917, his official 
cause of death listed as tuberculosis of both lungs and the larynx. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GANDERTON, Charles Edward            Private 
 
Date of death:  9 September 1917 
Location/cause of death:  Garrison Hospital, Victoria Barracks.     Heart Failure. 
Remarks:  The Sydney Morning Herald on 18 September 1917 detailed the coroner’s report about 
the death of Charles Ganderton, aged 48 years of age.  The article described that Ganderton had 
been a member of the Garrison Military Police at Victoria Barracks and that on 8 September, while 
carrying a bag of potato peelings had tripped and fallen over a tub.  At the time he had been 
smoking a pipe and as a result of the fall it lodged into the roof of his mouth. 
 
It was not until the next morning that Ganderton reported to the Barrack Hospital to see the doctor.  
During the examination the doctor administered anaesthetic in order to examine and clean the 
wound; Edward collapsed following the anaesthetic and was unable to be revived.  The coroner 
ruled that the deceased died of heart failure on 9 September 1917. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHNSON, Harry   Private         2246 
Date of death:  2 February 1917. 
Location/cause of death:  Garrison Hospital, 
Victoria Barracks, Sydney. 
Remarks: Buried Rookwood Cemetery, 
Sydney. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


	KILLED IN ACTION

