
299 SERGEANT Wallace Owen McEWAN 

Wallace McEwan was born at Bodalla in 1892, he was the second son of Andrew McEwan of 

Parramatta. Wallace joined the New South Wales Police Force as a probationary constable on 17 

March 1913. McEwan became a mounted trooper based at Marsden (not far from Blacktown) in the 

Sydney area, he was granted a leave of absence from the police force when he enlisted on 24 

September 1914. 

 

Wal’s is typical of a policeman given such leave, the New South 

Wales police force subsidised McEwan’s pay, which would also be 

increased as a soldier would earn promotion. Inspector-General 

Mitchell ensured the movements of any ex-policemen were monitored 

during their time overseas. Not surprisingly Wal McEwan was allotted 

to the 6th Light Horse Regiment (most probably B Squadron for most 

of his time with the regiment).  

 

Initially the regiment came together at the Rosebery Park Racecourse; 

Lieutenant Colonel G.F. Cox was given command of the regiment. 

The regiment was relocated to the Liverpool area towards the end of 

September; The Sydney Morning Herald recorded the flurry of 

military activity at the time; 

 

 “The Liverpool camps are growing gradually, the result of the 

renewed activity in recruiting.  Large marquees have been erected to 

add to the accommodation of the Infantry on the lower side of 

George’s River while at the Light Horse encampment, on the opposite 

side, a large shed has been built for the temporary “housing” of the 

daily increasing number of volunteers for this section.  

 

 
  

The transfer of the 7th Light Horse regiment to the new site will be made on Friday.  The training of 

this regiment will be continued next week at Holsworthy, some distance to the rear of the township.  

The 6th Light Horse will follow at a later date, and occupy a site a little distance farther out.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The photo 

above comes 

from The 

Sydney Mail 

from 25 

November 

1914; it 

shows a troop 

from the 

regiment 

training at the 

Liverpool 

Army Camp.   

 

In early December preparations got underway 

for the regiments pending move to join the 

BEF.  On 17 December a small detachment left 

camp and sailed to Melbourne.  The bulk of the 

regiment, including mounts, marched to the 

Woolloomooloo wharf on 20 December; here 

the regiment boarded the troopship Suevic 

(shown right).  The troopship arrived at Albany 

on 30 December. 

 

The Suevic arrived at Alexandria on 1 February 1915, from Alexandria the regiment moved to the 

Maadi Camp.  Over the next few days other elements of the regiment off other transports also 

reached the Maadi Camp, by 8 February the regiment had settled into its new camp (shown below) 

and had resumed serious training. 

 

 

Throughout March training continued with no major events of interest, the unit war dairy shows that 

the regiment was warned out to be ready ‘to evacuate’ the camp at the end of the month.  That order 

didn’t come and April and May were spent in a similar training regime.  On 9 May the Machine 

Section left for Alexandria ready for a call up to support the infantry on the Gallipoli peninsula.  On 

15 May the regiment began its move from Maadi, as it entrained firstly to Cairo and then to 

Alexandria. 

 

 

 



On 16 May the bulk of the regiment boarded the 

troopship Lutzow bound for the Gallipoli peninsula.  

The Lutzow headed directly to the Dardanelles and 

offloaded the regiment on 20 May, the photo to the 

left shows troops offloading from the Lutzow; they 

are most probably New Zealand infantry.  During 

the 6th Light Horse’s landing only two men were 

wounded, Trooper R. Bergelin severely, Corporal F. 

Cheater only slightly.    

 

 

On 22 May the 6th Regiment was attached to the 1st Infantry Brigade, the Light Horse Squadrons 

were kept together; 

A Squadron was allotted to the 2nd Battalion. 

           B       “      “        “        “   “    3rd Battalion.  

           C       “      “        “        “   “    4th Battalion. 

 

The regiment became responsible for the sector on the far right of the Anzac line; two of its larger 

trenches were Somerville Post (shown below left) and Poppy Ridge (below right).  The regiment’s 

sector was not far from Lone Pine. 

 

 
Trooper Wal McEwan was wounded by shrapnel on 19 June 1915, struck in the left thigh he was 

evacuated back to a casualty clearing station back near the beach. After being stabilised Wal was 

evacuated to Mudros where he was admitted to No 2 Australian Stationary Hospital.  

 

In mid-July 1915 McEwan was transferred aboard a hospital ship to Malta where he continued to 

receive treatment. It was not until 28 

September that Wal was sent back to 

Alexandria, here he returned to duty 

at an Oversea Base as he prepared to 

return to his unit. 

 

Considered fit to return to active 

service on 18 October Wal headed 

back to Gallipoli aboard the Borda 

(shown left), Wal came back armed 

with a folding metal periscope that he 

had purchased from a wounded 

British soldier.  Wal remained on the 

peninsula until the final evacuation. 

 

 



Upon its return to Egypt in early January 1916, the 6th 

Light Horse Regiment once again set up camp at Maadi. 

Wal remained at Maadi for the next two months, he was 

then transferred to Serapeum, here he became a military 

mounted policeman (MMP) with the Headquarters of the 

Anzac Mounted Division. McEwan would maintain this 

role for the remainder of his time overseas. 

 

Towards the end of April 1916 Wal was admitted to a field 

hospital suffering from the flu. This led to his evacuation 

back to Kantara for treatment. It was not until early July 

that he returned to duty with the Anzac Mounted division 

(initially at Kantara).  

 

When Wal returned to duty in early July he did so with the 

rank of corporal, at the end of July he was promoted to the 

rank of sergeant [temporary]. Wal’s file shows that he 

received that promotion following the evacuation of 

Sergeant Frank McBride due to ill-health.  

 

McBride (shown left) was 

also an ex-policeman, he had 

served as a mounted 

policeman out at Wilcannia 

in far western New South 

Wales. Frank McBride had 

been the Sergeant in charge of the Anzac Mounted Division’s MMP, 

the Anzac Division’s MMP Detachment generally numbered one 

officer, three sergeants and normally 25 men.  

 

Frank was evacuated to Australia due to a serious neck injury, he did 

reach Australian soil (Fremantle) on 23 September 1916, but died the 

following day.   

 
 

Wal would now also regularly cross paths with Bert Toone (shown 

right), Bert had also been a New South Wales policeman, most 

probably training with Wal in 1913. Bert had become a mounted 

trooper at Ashford (near Inverell), he opted to join the AIF in October 

1914, like Wal he had initially been allocated to the 6th Light Horse 

Regiment.     

 

Early on Bert had become a MMP with the 2nd Light Horse Brigade 

Headquarters and was promoted to sergeant in September 1916. The 

2nd Light Horse Brigade belonged to the Anzac Mounted Division. 

Wal McEwan was a keen photographer and there are several photos of he and Bert on leave 

together in Cairo and lots of shots of the attractions around the city.  

 

Wal has several photos of men that he served with, but unfortunately they are not labelled. Possibly 

they are a mixture of his time from the 6th Light Horse Regiment and his time as a MMP. Corporal 

Donnelly appears in one of a group of four men (with pipes), he was one of Wal’s MMP.  (see 

photo section). 



Wal took a great interest in the antiquities of Egypt and was instrumental in leading to the discovery 

of the Shellal Mosaic, there are claims that Corporal Lovell-Shore and his group of signallers were 

the first to locate it (that may be true), but McEwan was the first to seriously investigate the site.  

 

On the night of 16 April operations against Gaza recommenced, the Anzac Mounted Division 

moved out from Deir-el-Belah and marched overnight to Shellal.  The police were kept busy acting 

as guides and gallopers.  While at Shellal the 2nd LH Brigade MMP’s lost Trooper Charles Austin, 

he was killed by shrapnel when an aerial bomb was dropped by a German aircraft, Trooper Peterson 

(also MMP) was wounded in the attack. 

 

Shortly after his arrival at Shellal Jordan became part of a famous discovery.  Captain Jordan was 

being accompanied by Sergeant Wallace McEwan and Corporal I Holmes, the trio moved to a slight 

rise at Shellal; here they noticed pieces of marble sticking out of the side of Turkish trenches on that 

small hill.  It was probable that Corporal Lovell-Shore and his party of signallers had also noticed 

the marble while they were signalling from the feature. 

 

However it was Sergeant McEwan that showed the most interest, he sought permission to return to 

the Turkish trenches with Corporal Holmes, the pair did so and started digging, revealing the floor 

of an ancient church.  Captain Jordan also took interest and copied out an inscription at the ‘head of 

the floor’, at dinner that evening he showed General Harry Chauvel his jottings.  Apparently 

Chauvel brought it to the attention of Reverend Maitland Woods, a keen amateur archaeologist; he 

immediately sought permission to excavate the site. 

Maitland-Woods (shown to the left) got 

permission for the entire floor to be 

removed and shipped to Australia.  It 

took two weeks to excavate and crate 

the entire floor. The famous Shellal 

Mosaic now rests within the Australian 

War Memorial, Canberra, as well as 

many smaller collections that some 

officers and men that worked on the site 

no doubt obtained.  Wal McEwan is 

shown working on the inscription.  (See 

Bisdee’s write-up for a good description 

of the mosaic)  
 

Both photo’s courtesy of Sergeant 

Wallace McEwan 6th Light Horse/ 

Egyptian Section Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

After the Shellal operations the 

Anzac Mounted Division held a 

sector at Wadi Ghuzze, the Division 

holding the line between Tel-el-Fara 

and Shellal.  The Australian 

Mounted Division and the 

Yeomanry Mounted Division then 

spent the next few months in 

rotating with the Anzac Mounted 

Division; each Division had a month 

in the line, a month in supports at 

Abasan and then a month on the 

beach at Marakah. 



An entry dated 5 December 1916 formally acknowledges Sergeant 

W O McEwan formally being taken on strength by the Anzac 

Provost Corps.  Several months earlier all of the MMP from the 

fighting divisions, both in France and Egypt had started to be 

absorbed into the corps, for all intensive purposes the men had 

been part of the corps since April 1916 when the corps was 

formed. 

 

Wal McEwan remained in charge of the Anzac Mounted Division’s MMP Detachment throughout 

1917, if the detachment’s APM was absent McEwan would take temporary command. The photo 

below shows a group of McEwan’s men preparing a meal in the desert, the man in the middle has 

his armband on, so is obviously coming or going from duty. That may in fact be Wal McEwan 

sitting to the rear left of the photo (not verified). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In December 1917 Wal applied for special leave back to Australia in order to assist his mother 

Hannah in raising the rest of Wal’s younger siblings.  Wal’s father, Andrew having died shortly 

before the outbreak of the war.  

 

 

 

Colonel Bisdee (shown right) agreed to an investigation into McEwan’s 

claims to justify his potential release and discharge from the AIF. The result 

of the Police investigation is included below, it should be noted that 

Inspector-General Mitchell was aware of the application. 



 

On 12 February 1918 Wallace McEwan was formally struck off the strength of the Anzac 

(Australian) Provost Corps as his application to return to Australia was approved. On 15 February 

Wal was aboard the Ulysses heading for Australia, in the end his departure was quite rushed and a 

bag of his belongings remained in Egypt. The Ulysses (shown below) arrived back in Melbourne on 

18 March 1918, he then probably travelled by train to Sydney.  



 

 

Wallace Owen McEwan was discharged back in Sydney on 3 April 1918. Wal immediately 

returned to duty with the New South Wales Police Force, taking up a posting at Copmanhurst on the 

Clarence River.  

 

 

 

 


