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The front cover of this chapter is an illustration posted by Pierre Seillier, it is a 

variation on an original illustration done by C. Leroy Balbridge, an American soldier 

that was employed to record images, primarily of American soldiers. Baldridge had 

been serving with the French Army prior to the American’s arriving on the Western 

Front.  

 

Baldridge’s original drawing featured an American MP and a French Gendarme, 

Pierre used that as the basis for his version. Many of Baldridge’s illustration are 

online to view.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following men (in this order) are featured in this 5th Divisional MMP booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edgar Langley 
Basil Cooper 
Charles Craker 
William Craze 
Gerald Freer 
Edward McKay 
Edwin Adams 
Maurice Adams 
Lancelot Addison 
James Bird 
Lionel Bird 
Allan Bishop 
Edward Boggis 
Maurice Brown 
Louis Campbell 
Francis Carter 
Claude Chamberlain 
William Chambers 
Victor Cooke 
George Craddock 
Augustus Davidson 
James Delaney 
Patrick Delaney 
John Dempsey 
William De Weldon 
Thomas Dobson 
Walter Ellard 
Ernest Finlay 
John Fraser 
Johannes Gerhardy  
Joseph Gleeson 
Rene Grunenfelder 
Arthur Hammond 
Ernest Hansen 
Alfred Harston 
Grattan Hay 
Gladstone 

Heathcote 
Leslie Hitchcock 
Walter Kingston 
Roy Kirwan 
Oscar Lawson  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also acknowledged as having served with the 5th Divisional Traffic Detachment, but 

no write-ups prepared are; Archibald Anderson, Charles Campbell, Ernest Clayton, 

Ernest Hiskins, Harold Keable, Murdock Newman, Edward Robinson and Carl 

Worthy. 

The following men briefly served as MMP with the 5th Division for only a short 

period; Leslie Carroll and Douglas McIntyre. 

 

Michael Ledwidge 
Geoffrey Lomas 
Alfred Lovett 
Norman Lowe 
William Marcus 
Gomer Martin 
Edgar MacMeikan 
John Mawhood 
John McCann 
Victor Melhuish 
Alfred Millar 
Stanley Millar 
Walter Monk 
Thomas Munro 
David Nelson 
Frank Newby 
Leslie Newman 
Harold Peak  
William Peters 
Ernest Petersen 
Robert Poore 
Leslie Read 
Goschen Richardson 
Joseph Roberts 
Donald Robertson 
Robert Samuels 
Frank Sandford 
Archibald Scott 
William Sharpe 
Charles Spence 
Archibald Targett 
Charles Ullstrom 
Frederick White 
 
 
 



 
The MMP of the Australian 5th Division 

 
 

The formation of the 5th Australian Infantry Division began in earnest in February 1916.  The 

various units coming together at Tel-el-Kebir, the 1st and 2nd Divisions dividing their battalions to 

form the nucleus of the new battalions.  With the completion of the Gallipoli campaign Egypt was 

awash with fresh recruits from Australia, they completed the numbers needed for the new Division.  

 

The formation of the new Division involved nearly 20,000 men.  Amongst them was a small body 

of men that were attached to the Divisional Headquarters. 

       “Another small but important unit of a division was its detachment of troops from the Provost 

Corps.  It consisted of one officer and about 26 other ranks, all mounted.  As this unit had the 

important duty of policing the whole divisional area, the personnel of the Provost Corps were 

always specially selected men.  In addition to policing the area, the Provost Corps detachment with 

a division was also responsible for the control of traffic throughout the area.  To assist it in the 

heavy duties thus involved, an additional officer, called a Traffic Control Officer, was posted from 

the Provost Corps to each division, and he was assisted in the work by about 50 other ranks chosen 

from the various units of the division.  This unit became known as the Traffic Control Detachment.  

The Assistant Provost Marshal (A.P.M.) was usually stationed at divisional headquarters and was a 

member of the divisional staff.  Late in the war his appointment was termed Deputy Assistant 

Provost Marshal (D.A.P.M.). 

                  
                                                                      The Story of the Fifth Australian Division,  

                                                                                                  CAPT A.D. ELLIS, MC. 
 

 

Chosen to lead the 5th Divisional Provosts was Major Edgar Langley, DSO, 

(shown left) he had served with distinction in South Africa, earning his 

Distinguished Service Order while serving as a Captain with the South 

Australian Bushmen in June 1901, in the Orange River Colony.  After the Boer 

War he continued to serve with the Commonwealth Military Forces.  

 

Enlisting shortly after the outbreak of war, Langley held the rank of major with 

the 13th Light Horse Regiment. His Gallipoli service as 2IC of the 13th Light 

Horse Regiment, and for a time as the acting CO, had shown he possessed 

courage and good judgement, and these, combined with the geniality and tact of 

his manner, particularly fitted him for his duties as APM. 

 

While the 1st and 2nd Divisions were sent ready to fight on the Western Front, 

the 3rd Division’s units were being assembled in Australia.  The other two new 

divisions, the 4th and 5th, were training in Egypt, while finalising the creation of 

their artillery units. 



 

 

The Military Mounted Police (MMP) for the new 5th Division were drawn from several sources; in 

early March 1916 several light horsemen who had seen service on Gallipoli, were re-allotted to the 

Headquarters of the 5th Divisions as MMP, after being accepted (initially) for service with the 4th 

Division.  Others had seen service on Gallipoli as military policemen.  In most cases the new re-

enforcements received their training within the unit under the instruction of a sergeant.  

 

Major Langley’s appointment as APM for the 5th Division may well have influenced several of his 

men to volunteer for the MMP, Corporal Lin Harston and Trooper Les Read stepped forward from 

the 13th Light Horse. Corporal Ernest Hansen and Trooper’s Aug Davidson, Alf Lovett, Alf and 

Stanley Millar, Walter Monk, Harold Peak and Willie Peters, all volunteered from the 1st Light 

Horse, Alf and Stanley Millar were brothers.  From the 3rd Light Horse Regiment, Sergeant Frank 

Carter, Corporal Maurice Adams and Troopers Maurice Brown, Walter Ellard, Roy Kirwan, 

David Nelson and Frank Sandford all joined.   

 

As well Victor Melhuish and Charles Ullstrom volunteered from the 30th Battalion.  Private Lance 

Addison was originally a field ambulance re-enforcement; he also became part of the original 5th 

Division’s MMP.    

 

The bulk of these men would remain as MMP for the remainder of the war, most remained with the 

5th Division, some only leaving the division in 1918 when the corps rotation policy was more 

stringently enforced or when they became eligible for an early return to Australia. It appears that if 

a man was happy to remain with a division he was not forced to take a posting elsewhere. 

 

These provosts became part of the 5th Division’s Headquarters and proudly wore 

that colour patch.  The 5th Division, when partially formed, moved from Tel-el-

Kebir to Ferry Post.   The Division took over control of part of the Suez Canal about 

eight miles east of Suez.  The headquarters for the Division was based at Ferry Post. 

 

 

During its time at Ferry Post the 5th Division was bought up to near full strength. 

The various units began to work out their roles within the Division.  It was decided 

that the 5th Divisional Cyclist Company and the 5th Divisional Cavalry Squadron  

(C Squadron of the 13th Light Horse) should become Corps troops and so left the Division. 

 



 
 

As the Anzac Provost Corps was formed and rapidly expanded in early 1916, so to was the standard 

of their training and the number of men being trained.  Subsequently from the start of April 1916, 

those joining the Corps were trained at Abbassia, near Cairo.  The remainder of the 5 th Division 

provost’s were drawn from this source.  Sergeant Arthur Newman joined the unit in May 1916.  

 

The order for the 4th and 5th Divisions to move to the Western Front came at the end of May 1916.  

However, it was not until around 18 June, that the Headquarter units of the 5th Division (including 

their MMP) boarded the Transylvania at Alexandria and sailed for France.  The Transylvania, 

(shown below) had been commissioned as a troopship in May 1915; she had the capacity to hold 

200 officers and over 2800 men.  (The Transylvania would not survive the war, she was torpedoed 

in May 1917, it was estimated that around 400 troops were lost when she went down) 

 

 
                                                                                                                    (Photo: author’s collection) 

 

The Transylvania joined about a dozen other troopships that were to transport the 5th Division 

across the Mediterranean Sea to the southern coast of France.  The trip was not unpleasant for the 

troops, after the routine of desert training the different menu and dining aboard ship were enjoyed 

by the men. 



 

As the men neared France they strained to catch the first 

glimpse of the Marseilles port.  The troopships entered a 

harbour dotted by rocky islands and steep cliffs, a far cry 

from the ports of Alexandria or Suez in Egypt. 

 

                                                                                            

The Transylvania docked at Marseilles in France about a 

week after sailing from Egypt. The disembarkation was 

handled smoothly, with an advance party from the Division 

having done its job well.  The men were quickly guided to 

the railway station where they boarded trains for their trip 

northwards. 

 

Over several days some thirty trains were utilised to transport 

the Division, the whole Division was moved from Marseilles 

from 23-30 June.  The trains then travelled over five hundred 

miles north to Paris, and then a further 150 miles further north to the Hazebrouck region. Lance 

Corporal Geoffrey Lomas joined the unit around this time, to help bring it up to its full strength.  

 

 

By the second day Paris was passed, the troops saw little more 

than the top of the Eiffel Tower.  However all the way along 

the railway line the French locals gave the Australians a 

rousing welcome, the peasants in the fields waved 

enthusiastically, but the people from the towns through which 

the trains passed put on the warmest of welcomes.  “Vive 

l’Australie” rang, often the Aussies would respond with a 

version of the "Marseillaise", or a chorus of "Australia will be 

there", not the most melodic tune, but sung with so must gusto 

so as to the delight the crowds. 

 

The kisses and adulations of the French folk must had the 5th 

Division feeling like conquering heroes on a scale that most of 

them would never have experienced before.  However all too 

soon the trains had arrived in the Hazebrouck region and it 

was time to de-train and move to their camps and prepare for 

their entry into the western Front. 

 

Divisional Headquarters opened at Blaringhem on 25 June, by the beginning of July the greater part 

of the 5th Division were in the surrounding area. For the 5th Division it was back to reality as the 

noise of battle and the flashes of artillery duals throughout the night made them realise there own 

turn would not be far off. 

 



 
 

The time at Blaringhem allowed Major Langley and his men time to practice their duties that would 

change little during their service on the Western Front.  During their time at Blaringhem, which was 

regarded as a ‘nursery’ sector, Langley was able to deploy his men on the roads and let them learn 

their duties in relative safety. Artillery interference was minimal, and perhaps this did not fully 

prepare the provosts for the upcoming battles, where they would face high traffic levels, heavy 

enemy shelling and at times massive battle confusion.   

The Australian Divisional Provosts primarily adopted the methods of the British provosts.  The 

British had over eighteen months experience of fighting on the Western Front and by necessity had 

learnt to utilise their military police wisely.  French traffic control movements were also studied and 

used. 

 

Traffic Control Posts strictly enforced the movement of men and machines, both forwards and 

rearwards from the front.  For traffic control duties it was found that at normal times, in a divisional 

area, 30 to 50 men could handle duties.  During operations one or two officers and 60 to 90 men 

were needed to handle divisional requirements. 

 

As there were only 25 military police within a division, and during operations only a dozen or so 

available for traffic duty, the balance of manpower was found from within the Division.  This unit 

became known as the 5th Divisional Traffic Detachment (other division’s referred to it as a 

company), it numbered (for the 5th Division) from about 70 to 90 men and was drawn from various 

units, generally from within the Division, when the Division was out of the line the detachments 

numbers would be reduced.  The unit came under the control of the APM, Major Langley, who also 

had a Traffic Control Officer to assist him; later in the war Langley would have two junior officers 

under his command. 

 

When needed Major Langley, could also call for support in traffic duties from the Corps APM, who 

would draw assistance from the Anzac Mounted Regiment or the Anzac Cyclist Battalion.  Indeed 

much of the Light Horse and Cyclists time on the Western Front was dedicated to Police Duties, 

primarily traffic control. As well the division drew upon the assistance of the local gendarmes, at 

times the Division may have utilised the services of up to seven gendarmes (either French or 



Belgium, depending upon which country the division was in), these gendarmes were attached to the 

divisional headquarters and worked closely with the MMP. 

 

During operations the roads were divided into sectors, with Traffic Posts established at every 

critical junction.  A provost sergeant, or a sergeant from the Traffic Control Detachment, Cyclist 

Battalion or the Mounted Regiment usually commanded each sector.  Under his control would be 

four to six men who constantly patrol their sector forward to the next post. 

 

Where possible telephones were connected between posts, as well signposting and warning signals 

were erected.  Movement tables were drawn up, detailing troop and vehicle movement (mechanical 

or horse-drawn).  Where possible, provisions were made for breakdowns, and supplies organised to 

effect immediate road repair if needed. 

 
 

Author’s copy of AWM photo EZ0084: The men standing talking on the bank in the middle of the 

photo are believed to be MMP and traffic men standing at the entrance to their dugout.  The photo is 

dated 1 August 1916 and is the road to Pozieres. 



 

 
 

Author’s copy of AWM photo EZ0113 the well-known photo of Sausage Valley. 



Being in charge of the forward areas of their division, the 5th Divisional Provosts forward posts, as 

well as controlling traffic, also had the important task of acting as Battle/Straggler Posts.  

Battle/Straggler Posts during battles would direct troops forward and would collect and sort men 

returning from the front.    

 

Men heading rearward without a legitimate reason could be treated as deserters and arrested.  

Where there are instances recorded of British Red-Caps actually shooting their own troops for acts 

of cowardice, Australian Military Police appear to have been more compassionate in their handling 

of their own men. 

 
   Postcards; Authors Collection. 

 

Stragglers were regarded as being 

genuinely lost or disoriented men, 

but not intentionally deserting.  

These men were collected at the 

posts, sorted into groups, fed, re-

armed if necessary and returned to 

the front.  Wounded men were 

promptly directed to first-aid posts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistics from the 3rd 

Division’s MMP from the later battle of Ypres in 1917 give a good insight into the number of men 

being handled by Battle Straggler Posts. 

 

Two battle straggler posts established during the two phases of the Ypres engagement collected and 

returned to their unit’s 462 stragglers.  Of these, 442 belonged to this division [3rd].  They were 

classified as “Battle Stragglers 416, ordinary 26.” 

 

       

Military Police Posts, whether Traffic Control or Battle/Straggler Posts, were attractive targets for 

enemy artillery.  Several of the Division’s provosts and traffic men were to be killed or wounded 

while manning these posts.  In saying that, the men were part of the 5th Division, but there was also 

co-operation with the other Divisions, sometimes drawing upon another provost unit during attacks 

for extra manpower.  The supporting II ANZAC Headquarters provosts could also often called upon 

to support the frontline provosts.  Sometimes the 5th Div MMP may have been called upon to 

continue to man posts while another Division took over that sector, on occasions not rejoining their 

own Division for several weeks. 



 

The 5th Division was to fight as part of the II ANZAC Corps. On 5 July 1916 the 4th and 5th 

Divisions began to relieve the 1st and 2nd Divisions on the Western Front.  On the night of 11/12 

July the 5th Division took over the Bois Grenier or the Fleurbaix (as it was also known) sector of the 

front. The Division faced the villages of Fromelles, Le Maisnil and Radinghem. 

 

The Division’s true baptism of fire came when it was ordered to attack alongside the British 61st 

Division (to the 5th’s right).  The attack, which became known as the battle of Fromelles was 

launched on 19 July and cost the infantry battalions of both divisions heavily. The only known 

casualty within the MMP was Trooper Lovett who suffered shrapnel wounds to his chest. 

 

Official British reports described Fromelles only as ‘important raids on a front of two miles in 

which Australian troops took part’.  About 140 German prisoners were captured but the 5th Division 

having many more men than that captured by the Germans.  The handling of prisoners was another 

of the roles of the divisional provosts.  The provosts helped process the prisoners and then 

organised their removal rearwards to a Corps POW Cage.  

 

 
 

Postcard; Author’s collection. 

 

 

The 5th Division remained in the Bois Grenier sector for nearly three months after the Battle of 

Fromelles.  The battle had reduced the division by nearly 6,000 men.  Towards the end of July 

Trooper Addison was sent to England for officer training, he would continue to serve as an officer 

within the corps, but did not rejoin the 5th Division. By the end of September 1916 the division was 

still 3,000 short of its full strength.  Within the MMP Driver Oscar Lawson was attached from the 

artillery, as was Private Victor Melhuish from the infantry (both now became troopers). 

 

With the rotation of the Division’s troops in and out of the 

frontline the roles of the military police also varied.  The 

Western Front was totally different to the Gallipoli campaign.  

When out the line in Belgium or France the nearest village 

was never far away.  So to was the availability of alcohol at 

the local estaminets, (bars) as well as other pleasures supplied 

by brothels.  Some of the estaminets were less than a mile 



from the front.  To restrict the over abuse of both pleasures, Major Langley tasked his men to 

regularly patrol the establishments within the division’s area. Estaminet’s that did not adhere to 

certain rules and standards were placed off-limits. 

 

As well, the military police, working with the local Gendarmes, were responsible for the protection 

of the civilian population that resided within their formations location.  In some cases this also 

meant the protection of soldiers from the locals.  The provosts also assisted in the maintenance of 

order and military law.  The following list is from the 5th Divisional Headquarters Routine Orders, it 

shows the promotion of eight men from the MMP. 

 

Generally the strength of an infantry division’s detachment was as follows; One APM (generally 

either a major or a captain), a TCO (Traffic Control Officer, which was later redesignated as being a 

APM Learner), one staff sergeant (the Sergeant Major of the unit, often referred to as the ‘Majio’), 

three sergeants, four corporals (as shown above in routine orders), four lance corporals (also shown) 

and fourteen privates.  In the case of the MMP referred to as troopers, as they were mounted troops. 

 

Like any unit, the MMP for the division would 

change slightly as men were wounded or affected 

by ill-health and had to be evacuated.  Towards the 

end of September Private’s Joe Roberts (shown 

left) and Roland Samuels (shown right) joined the 

divisional police.  Both men had enlisted together 

at Dubbo and were serving with the 54th Battalion 

before becoming MMP. In early October Private 

Gerald Langridge joined the MMP from the 51st 

Battalion, he would only remain a MMP for two months before re-joining his battalion. 

Joe Roberts kept a simple diary while on the Western Front, Joe used little punctuation and his 

grammar was simple, some amendments have been made to make his writing a little more readable. 

Some of his entries while performing the duties of a MMP follow;-  

‘ I had to shift down to divisional police headquarters, our duties are to detect and take charge of 

all prisoners captured, mostly night work, Roll [Roland Samuels] is with me, we are both mounted.’ 

 

From early October 1916;- 

……’ Roll and I are still in Major Langley’s lot, it is a real job as far as the work is concerned, we 

have a fairly large district to attend to.  We are billeted in Sailly and we have all the front from 



Invertie (?) to Armentieres to do, and back as far as Steenwerck, and round to Estaires, which is 

about 20 miles across’…. 

 

11th October, left Sailly, the whole division withdrew and a new division of New Zealanders 

took over our front, our headquarters shifted back to a little village about 15 miles called Merris.  

We were there for 3 days and then we left at 9 o’clock on the 14th to go to Bailleul to entrain at 11 

o’clock, when we got there we found out that this train did not leave until 3 o’clock in the morning.  

It was raining very heavily and we were wet and nearly frozen and we had to stand out in it and 

hold our horse.  Anyway we finally got a start at 3, horses and 8 men in a truck; we got to the 

station just this side of Abbeville at 3 in the afternoon.  We untrucked our horses (it was still 

raining) and still had 7 miles to go that night.  We got a fair billet, but no horse feed and no rations, 

so we bought some bread and butter for ourselves from a small village seldom visited by troops; it 

was called Ailley (?)  

                                                                                                                                                 

We left there the next morning and 

came 18 miles and crossed the 

Somme, we stopped at another village 

that night, it was bitterly cold and 

most of the way our clothes were wet, 

we came through 6 villages that day.  

We left camp next morning at 8 

o’clock and passed through Amiens, 

which is a big town with electric 

trams.  We followed the Somme right 

and camped on the outskirts of Albert 

(shown to the left) that night, 20 odd 

miles we did that day.  

 

 The next morning we left there for the front, (where we camped you could feel the 

vibrations of the guns and one continuous rumble even though we are 10 miles back) and from 

there on everything is in ruins, all along these roads they have German prisoners working.  When 

we got up where the German front line used to be at Flarecourt (?) everything had been blown to 

bits, some of the dugouts were 70 feet deep and the dead are still there in the deep dugouts. 

 We came on from there on to a place called High Wood, here all the fighting had been and 

we passed through ruined trenches, heaps of German shells and in one place a full train had been 

blown to pieces.  Our artillery must have been something awful, the woods that at one time been as 

dense as it could grow, with big and small trees, are now just a few old dry butts, all blown to 

pieces.  Delville Wood had been a very dense wood with trees up to 3 feet through, and as thick as it 

could grow, there is not one green bush left, every tree and house is torn to pieces.  It is almost 

impossible to walk through it for the shell holes and everywhere there is German war material and 

in places the dead are still there and the smell is something awful.  

 

We are on traffic duties between the following villages and woods, that used to be Frecourt, 

Mametz, Montauban, Longueval, Flers Wood(?), High Wood, Delville Wood, Caterpillar Wood, 

Montauban Wood, Trones Wood and Bernafray Wood.  The latter is where we are camped , these 

woods and villages are all on small hills, as all along the Somme the ground is very unlevel and all 

the places had to be captured with a charge uphill, which made it all the worse for the attacking 

parties.  Everywhere shows signs of terrible suffering and endurance as every foot of ground had to 

be fought for.’  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 28 October 1916 the first military police deaths within the 5th Division occurred, when Corporal 

Harold Peak and Lance Corporal Norman Lowe were killed, they died after a shell struck the 

dugout in which they were sheltering.  Peak had been with the 5th Division since the formation of 

its MMP element, Lowe had only officially been taken on as a MMP ten days before his death. 

 

Corporal Walter Monk graphically recalled the incident for a Red Cross statement some time after 

the incident; 

    

Both of these men were blown to bits by a shell at Flat Iron Top, South of Mametz Wood which 

demolished the dug-out in which they were preparing to go to bed about 9.30 p.m. Remains were 

gathered together and buried near the spot. I saw (the) cross after it was erected.  

          Peak came from N.S.W. on the “Star of Victoria” with me from Sydney on October 10. 1914.  

In civil life he was a coachman. He was an original man from 1st Light Horse and was attached to 

5th Div. H.Q. for Traffic Duty at the time. He was of medium build and (had) slightly ginger hair. 

                                                    Informant: - 316 Corporal W. Monk, A.P.C. 

                                                                               Late 5th Div. H.Q.      

Joe Robert's diary once again shows the conditions and some of the duties that the MMP faced;  

 

‘ On the 17th (November 1916) we had a very heavy fall of snow and everything was frozen, 

stayed at Dulnacourt [Dernancourt?] for five days , the Division HQ came through and we fell in 

again up to Bernafay Wood, where we camped.  It is all shell holes (Germans evacuated Bapaume 

on 17th March) and red mud, we were here three days when the Brigade General lost his horse and 

six of were sent out to look for him.  So we started out on the on the 28th November, went all round 

the district, we had a pass to allow us anywhere in the British area.  We worked our way back in 

five days, one of the police found him right where [we] were camped, an artillery officer had him 

and he had been dyed so we could not recognise him. We do not what the officer got; we only got 

the five pound reward.  We are still here in the mud up to our knees and it is now the 8th . 

 

 December 14th   Still in the trenches, I was sent back by Major E. Langley to identify a horse 

that was lost and they thought it was on the 14th Brigade Engineer lines, I went there and took the 

sergeant’s statement and took the horse and handed it over to Capt Viner, Salvage Officer, after a 



lot of trouble.  Still here and the enemy seem to [have] found our HQ, as they have been lobbing 

shells all round.   

 

----got bad feet again from the wet and mud, it has been snowing on and off this last fortnight.  18th 

[December] Still raining and snowing, got shelled this last 24 hours, killing several and caught 

several transports.  I was on patrol this afternoon and a shell just missed me and my horse, nearly 

knocked me off.  I went deaf for the time being’. 

 

Ill-health and injury, as well as an occasional desire to rejoin their original units saw a rotation of 

men in and out of the MMP, although the nucleus of the unit remained stable, ill-health forced Joe 

Roberts to be evacuated to England in late December 1916. After recovering he remained posted at 

Tidworth, but then several months later opted to rejoin the 54th Battalion in France, he reached the 

battalion in June 1917, Joe would safely return to Australia at the end of the war. 

 

The wintry months of December, January and February saw atrocious conditions for the movement 

of men and both motor and horse-drawn vehicles.  Roads became impassable further complicating 

traffic control for the division.  The unit was strengthened by the arrival of Trooper’s Charles 

Spence, Grattan Hay and Victor Cooke from Tidworth in December.  In February, trooper’s James 

Bird and Sonny Robertson joined the unit; both had also been serving as military policemen in 

England, Bird with the London detachment, and Robertson at Tidworth. 

 

In late February 1917 rumours began to circulate that the Germans were beginning to withdraw, 

indeed in certain sectors that was true.  British troops to the right of the 5 th Division were able to 

enter two villages unopposed.  The forward brigades of the 5th Division began probing the German 

lines in their sector and were able to seize several sections of unoccupied trenches. 

 

In early March the Division was able to push the frontline towards Bapaume and by 15 March its 

troops were on the outskirts of the town.  Initially the Germans mounted stiff resistance, but on the 

night of 16 March the lead brigades were able to enter Bapaume.  

 

With reports from German prisoners that booby-traps had been set in Bapaume and the surrounding 

villages, caution had to be used by the troops following the infantry. Sergeant Adams, who had 

been with 5th Division Provosts since the Division’s formation in Egypt, was mentioned in despatch 

for the careful arrangements he put into place when occupying the town.  Major Langley was also 

mentioned in despatch for his careful planning during operations around Bapaume. 

 

The Field Company Engineers for the Division 

worked hard on clearing the roads and buildings of 

mines (often elaborately laid as booby traps) that the 

retreating Germans had lain.  The 15th Field Company 

alone removed over 230 mines. 

 

Once Bapaume was occupied it became the centre of 

the Division’s activities.  Major Langley for a time 

became the APM, Bapaume.  On the night of 25 March a traffic party of about eight light horsemen 

from the 13th Light Horse Regiment were amongst those killed or buried, when a German mine 

(which had escaped detection) on a fuse delay, exploded within the Bapaume Town Hall.   

 

The image (shown previous page) was taken from the Town Hall, shortly before the mine was 

detonated; it shows the effect of the shelling on the town.  Initial reports stated that several military 

police may have also been in the hall, those reports appear to have been incorrect (no provosts are 

shown as having been killed at that time).  Three of the men from a 13th Light Horse Traffic Party 



were killed, another seriously wounded, and four troopers were rescued from the rubble the 

following day. 

 

With the enemy now in retreat the 5th Division kept an advance guard (also referred to by some as a 

flying column) continually in pursuit of the Germans.  The Germans retreating back to the 

Hindenburg Line. 

 

On 20 April 1917, 2nd Lieutenant Gerald Freer joined the 5th Division as its Traffic Control Officer 

(TCO); Freer would also understudy Major Langley.  He and Langley would prove to be a 

formidable team; Freer had served as a staff sergeant with the MMP on Gallipoli and had been 

promoted in the field in France, to take up the role of TCO.  Trooper Lomas, back from a stint in 

hospital, took up clerical duties for the detachment, he was promoted to corporal while carrying out 

this role. 

 

When out of the line the Division organised events and training to keep the men occupied.  As well 

as training, Divisional competitions were important in bonding the men within their various units 

and smaller sections. The Divisional Provosts also participated in these events, as part of the 

Divisional Headquarters they were accepted (sometimes begrudgingly) as part of the Division.  

During a Divisional Horse Show on 5 May 1917 Trooper Cowan, on his mount, Charlie, came 

second in the NCO’s and men’s jumping competition.  Lieutenant Freer also did well, winning the 

Special Prize for the Flat race aboard his mount, Mad Mick.  

 

In May 1917 Private Allan Bishop took over duties as Major Langley’s orderly clerk, he had been 

with the 32nd Battalion prior to that, after about six months he received his promotion to corporal.  

Trooper John Dempsey also joined the unit after having been at the Le Havre Depot for a time, 

Lance Corporal Ernest Findlay also come on strength.  Corporal Leighton Benson also joined the 

unit; he would be reduced in the ranks in 1918 in an order signed by General Birdwood himself.  On 

8 May Roly Samuels transferred to the 1st Battalion, he would later earn his commission and be 

killed in action while serving with his battalion as an officer. 

 

On 12 July the Division held a Military Tournament at 

Henencourt.  The MMP team came second in the Mounted 

Tug-of-War competition, losing to the 28th AASC (service 

corps) team from the 14th Infantry Brigade. 

 

On 25 July the Division began to move north to Rubepmie where they 

were held in a reserve area for the second army.  The Division once again 

established itself around Blaringhem (where the 5th Division had first 

established itself upon its arrival in France).  Sergeant Gladstone 

Heathcote (shown right) joined the unit in July, he was more commonly 

known as ‘Smacker’, perhaps giving an indication of his leadership style?  

 

 

Extracts from the war diaries of the 5th Division’s provost unit from August 1917 give an insight 

into some of the military police duties when out of the line.  Lieutenant Freer, was at this time 

acting APM, while Major Langley was away from the unit, he made the following entries.                                                                                             

 

1-8-1917 Escort of two M.M.P. sent to HAVRE for No __ Gnr ________ ___ B’ty who 

escaped from my guardroom in RUBEMPRE, on 26/6/17. 

 



2-8-1917 Pte _____ J. of 5th Pioneer Battalion arrested in BLARINGHEM for being in a state 

of intoxication and creating a disturbance in front of my office by singing the 

“Marseillaise”. 

 

3-8-1917 Enquiries made with reference to Pte ______ of 29th Battalion infringing censorship 

regulations by posting letters in civilian post offices. 

 

4-8-1917 Picquet asked for from the 8th B’de for the village of BLARINGHEM on account of 

the number of unruly troops in the village. 

 

5-8-1917 Ptes _______ 53rd Bn and Pte ______ 54th Bn arrested by Cpl Monk M.M.P. of this 

Division, at THIENNES – suspected as being connected in a robbery of money from 

an Estaminet belonging to M’me ___ of LYNDE. 

 

6-8-1917 Action taken against Pte _____ of 31st Bn for creating a disturbance in the streets of 

BLARINGHEM by striking an N.C.O. of a German P.O.W. Coy whilst on fatigue on 

the streets. 

 

7-8-1917 M.M.P. escort sent to PARIS to take over No___ Pte ______ and No___ Pte ______ 

both 59th Battalion who were arrested there for AWL - the last named being a 

regular tourist.  

 

8-8-1917 Estaminet of M’me ____ ____ of BLARINGHEM placed “Out of Bounds to troops” 

for 14 days for selling beer to soldiers during prohibited hours. 

 

9-8-1917 Traffic Control personnel reported from 8th Australian Infantry Brigade. 

 

10-8-1917 Passes stamped for 10% of strength of Battalions, who were granted leave to various 

towns. 

 

11-8-1917 Weekly return for Div:   27  Absent without Leave. 

   14  District Court Martials 

                             also an increase in VD. 

 

12-8-1917 No ___ Pte ______ 60th Bn and ___  Pte ______ 55th Bn sentenced to 18 months 

I.H.L. and 8 years respectively, evacuated to No 4 Military prison,               

ABANCOURT. 

13-8-1917 Estaminet of M’me __ ____ of LYNDE placed “Out of Bounds to troops” for 14 days 

for selling beer to troops during prohibited hours. 

 

14-8-1917 Enquiry re alleged stealing of wine by 5th Pioneer battalion at ST.POL railway 

station.  

 

15-8-1917 Enquiries re identification of ____ who claims to be a civilian. 

 

16-8-1917 Estaminet of ___  _______ of WALLON  CAPPELL placed “Out of Bounds to 

troops” for 14 days for selling beer to troops during prohibited hours.   

 



17-8-1917 No ____ Pte ______ & ___ Pte ______ both 59th Battalion dismissed from 

guardroom and instructed to report to their Unit, which they failed to do, but remained absent 

until apprehended.  

 

18-8-1917 Compilation of Weekly Returns - Absentees slightly reduced – 8 Cases of 

irregularities reported by my M.M.P.  

 

19-8-1917 Practical demonstration given to M.M.P. in the use of anti gas respirators for 

horses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20-8-1917 Traffic preparations made to allow an inspection of the 5th Aust. Div. By General 

Birdwood, who complimented this division on the way the traffic arrangements were carried out. 

 

21-8-1917 Evacuation of Pte’s ____ _ , _____ _ and _____ _ all ___ _____ Battalion, 

sentenced to 2 years I.H.L. , 3 years P.S. and 2 years I.H.L. respectively to Base Prison.  

 

22-8-1917 Estaminet of M’me ___ ________ of LE CROQUET placed “Out of Bounds to 

troops” for 14 days for selling beer to soldiers during prohibited hours.  

 

23-8-1917 Estaminet of M’me _____________ of EBBLINGHEM placed “Out of Bounds to 

troops” for 14 days for selling beer to soldiers during prohibited hours. 

 

24-8-1917 Camera, two rolls of films and packet of prints received from Pte _____ of 29th 

Battalion, for which he was awarded 28 days F.P. No 2. 

25-8-1917 No ____ Pte _______ of 5th Pioneer Battalion sentenced to 2 years I.H.L. evacuated 

to Base Prison. 

 



26-8-1917 Tpr DOBSON M.M.P. of this Division evacuated to hospital suffering from 

Tonsillitis. 

 

27-8-1917 Report received from Traffic Control re runaway horses attached to limber of 31st 

Battalion collided with a wall and gate rendering a fair amount of damage.  

 

28-8-1917 Camera, property of Lieutenant ______ returned through “A” Branch.  

 

29-8-1917 Explanation received from Capt. ________ as to why he entered a civilian’s house 

without being accompanied by Gendarmerie. 

 

30-8-1917 Violent hurricane, which uprooted many trees causing obstruction to traffic.  

 

31-8-1917 Estaminet of ____ _______ of BLARINGHEM placed “Out of Bounds [to troops”] 

for 14 days for selling beer to troops during prohibited hours. 

       

 

        Signed    G.B. FREER  Lieut 

       A/A.P.M. 5th Australian Division. 

 

 

 

Trooper Thomas Dobson (mentioned in the war diary) was one of the men who had trained at 

Abbassia, at the completion of his training he was sent to England and later to France.  Thomas had 

joined the 5th Division MMP’s in early February 1917, his bout of tonsillitis was to be the beginning 

of further health problems and he would return to England in late August 1917, after a period in 

England he was repatriated home to Australia.  Lieutenant Freer failed to note in the war diary that 

on 13 August he received his substantive promotion to Lieutenant. 

     

The Division continued to rest at Blaringhem up until 17 September when it was moved to 

Reinghelst. The Division initially remained in reserve of the 1st and 2nd Division, who were 

mounting fresh offensives against the Germans.  Trooper Fred White was transferred from II 

ANZAC Headquarters MMP across to the 5th Division MMP, he had previously been wounded by 

shrapnel in June 1917.  Private William Marcus also joined the unit from the 32nd Battalion. 

 

On 20 September the 4th and 5th Divisions took over from the 1st and 2nd Divisions, the 5th Division 

was warned out to prepare for an advance in an area known as Polygon Wood.  To reach the 5 th 

Divisions frontline one would leave Ypres through the Menin Gate and follow the Menin Road past 

Hellfire Corner, Birr Cross-roads and Hooge and then follow a track towards Clapham Junction. 



                        

 

 

Careful planning was made for the impending attack.  For the first time Intelligence Policeman were 

to be part of the advance, these men were infantrymen specially trained and tasked, who with the 

assistance of several other men were to gather important information and quickly relay it to the 

Divisional Intelligence Officer. When prisoners were captured they were to be sent to the 

Intelligence Officer at Hooge Crater and then handed over to the APM, Major Langley for 

transmission to a collecting cage.  Officers, NCO’s and men were to be kept separate. 

 

Divisional orders show that Major Langley established seven Traffic Control Posts, with 

Lieutenant’s Freer and McKay supervising the posts.  Tactical working parties were also organised 

to assist with traffic control. 

 

The road leading to Clapham Junction from Menin Road was a corduroy track; it led up to 

Westhoek Ridge.  Due to heavy enemy shelling it required continual engineer and pioneer repair.  

Further forward duckwalks guided men to the frontline. 

 

 
  



All roads and paths, from Hellfire Corner forward, were kept under persistent enemy fire.  The 5 th 

Division units were to suffer heavy casualties as a result. The two mounted men shown in the 

background of this famous Hellfire Corner photo (below) could well be MMP on patrol.  

 

 
 

The preliminary stages of the attack were launched on the morning of 25 September.  The main 

attack followed on 26 September 1917.  For his actions in controlling the traffic at Hooge on 25,26 

and 27 September, Major Langley was mentioned in despatch.  Major Langley was also 

instrumental in recognising his own troop’s bravery during this period. 

                                                                                                           

Lance Corporal Marcus and Trooper Cowan were both awarded Military 

Medals for their actions for the period 24-27 September. At that time they 

were manning a Battle/Straggler Post at Hooge Crater (one of the forward 

posts), their courage and devotion to duty greatly assisted the evacuation 

of the wounded.  Their assistance in acting as guides to battalions while 

moving forward was also valuable.  

 

One of the Divisional traffic men, Private Chambers, received a Military 

Medal for his coolness and courage while directing traffic under heavy 

shellfire on 25 September.  Corporal Harston and Trooper Robertson 

were likewise decorated for their courage and cool manner while at their 

post at the Menin Advanced Dressing Station on 26 September.   

 

The dressing station is shown below, the AWM photo, E01909 is labelled 

as having been taken in September 1917, around the time of Harston and 

Robertson won their citations.  (Perhaps the two soldiers seated to the   

right of the urn might be MMP taking a break from their duties?) 



 

 
 

The 5th Division provosts and traffic men controlled movement forward from Hellfire Corner up 

until 28 October when the Division was relieved.  For their actions while controlling traffic on 21 

October, Lance Corporal’s Kirwan and Peters were mentioned in Corps Orders.  Several men, both 

provost and traffic were wounded while manning their posts during these operations.  Private Victor 

Grunenfelder and Private William DeWeldon both come on strength to help overcome these 

losses; Grunenfelder had been part of the 5th Division’s Traffic Control Detachment prior to 

becoming a MMP. DeWeldon was another man that had completed his military police training at 

Abbassia in early 1916. 

 

On 28 October the 2nd Division relieved the 5th Division.  However by 5 November, elements of 

the Division were once again on the move, moving south across the border into France.  On 13/14 

November the division took over the sector that included the Messines-Wytschaete Ridge.  The new 

sector stretched from Hollebeke to the vicinity of Warneton, a distance of about 6,000 yards. 

 

The new front for the Division was only about five or six miles from Polygon Wood.  The new 

sector was a relatively quiet one and although back in the frontline the Division didn’t suffer too 

many casualties while in the line. 

 

In mid-December the Division 

was relieved and sent back to 

the Samer area for a period of 

rest and training.  Samer was a 

little village about 10 miles 

south east of Boulogne.  During 

the Division’s move a tragic 

train accident killed or injured 

over 60 men from the 32nd 

Battalion. 

 

 



 

The Division remained at Samer until mid January 1918.  Poor accommodation coupled with harsh 

wintry conditions making their time at Samer a less than enjoyable experience. Some of the 

buildings being used as billets by Divisional Headquarters are shown above.  Trooper Goschen 

Richardson was another ex-13th Light Horse trooper who had joined the military police, he joined 

the unit in January after having been posted to the Le Havre Depot for some time, during his time at 

Le Havre he had run afoul of his APM on several occasions and had been reprimanded accordingly.   

 

Private Johannes Gerhardy was another of those men who volunteered to serve with the divisional 

MMP from the 32nd Battalion, he would be gassed in mid May.  Evacuated to England, upon 

recovery he was formally trained at Tidworth, he did not rejoin the 5th Division.     

   

1918 saw the abandoning of the I ANZAC and II 

ANZAC Formations; instead all five Australian 

Divisions were to fight as an Australian Corps under the 

command of General Birdwood. By now the Anzac 

Provost Corps had become the Australian Provost Corps 

(not that the New Zealand Military Police had ever 

directly come under the same command).  Corps policy 

now insisted that all men in the Corps should have had 

active service at the front; men from England began rotating into the Divisional units.   

 

Nevertheless many of the military policemen who had been with the 5th Division since it’s 

formation in Egypt continued to serve under Major Langley; it was a voluntary choice to remain at 

the front, the 5th Division was their formation, their unit. 

 

February and March 1918, saw little activity on the front.  The activities of the Divisional MMP and 

their associated men (i.e.; traffic men, guards) are well documented by the entries made in the war 

diary from that time by Lieutenant Freer.  On 3 February Sergeant Arthur Hammond joined the 

unit from England, but only remained for a month before being posted elsewhere in France. 

 

1-2-1918 APM ‘s officers moved from SAMER Rest Area to Dranoutre forward area by motor 

lorry.  3 MMP dispatched with each Brigade to keep strict march discipline. 

 

2-2-1918 TCP’s in forward area taken over from 1st Aust. Division. 

 

3-2-1918 MMP distributed to various parts of the divisional area for purpose of maintaining 

discipline. 

 

4-2-1918 MMP patrol all roads in the forward area for purpose of regulating traffic, also to 

rectify irregularities such as:  MT using roads not shown on MT circuit maps – 

double banking on roads – sending assistance when blocks occur and to check 

soldiers who may be proceeding in the danger zone without box respirators. 

 

5-2-1918 A Divisional Guardroom established and men selected from the division for a guard.  

Object of this guardroom is to hold all prisoners awaiting trail, awaiting courts 

martial and notorious characters, whom the unit are incapable of holding. 

 

6-2-1918 Straggler posts, as in the case of active operation – these are placed in such a manner 

so it is practically impossible for soldiers to stray out of the front line system without coming in 



contact with these posts.  In many cases soldiers lose there way accidentally and are put on the 

proper course by these posts. 

 

7-2-1918 A census of motor vehicles taken – position of look out man and speed carefully 

observed.  This is necessary for the preservation of roads and to avoid accidents by 

passing traffic. 

 

8-2-1918 Sgt Adams and Cpl Monk MMP of this Division dispatched to UK for duty after 

performing continual duty in FRANCE since the arrival of the Division. 

 

9-2-1918 Disposal of 4 German PW to Corps Cage after interrogation by Intelligence.  Result 

of a raid made by 5th Aust. Div. on German trenches. 

 

10-2-1918 TC sentries issued with cards for the purpose of recording names of officers and men 

who attempt to force their post.  In the event of an officer or soldier deliberately 

forcing the post when called upon to halt, he is [to be] fired upon. 

 

11-2-1918 Orders issued to the effect that officers must forego the habit of tethering their 

horses in such places, which are likely to draw fire from the enemy’s guns. 

 

12-2-1918 No ___ Pte ______ 29th Battalion despatched to Base Prison to undergo 5 years 

Penal Servitude awarded him for deserting while in the face of the enemy. 

 

13-2-1918 Arrangements made to erect signboards in the area, indicating directions to dumps, 

villages, railheads and hospitals, also indications as to the restrictions against gas. 

 

14-2-1918 Raid made on dugouts in the area, resulting in the capture of No__ Pte ______ 60th 

Battalion and No ____ Pte _______ 57th Battalion, two longstanding absentees. 

15-2-1918 No ___ Pte _____ 5th Pioneer Battn evacuated to Base Prison to undergo sentence of  

1 years I.H.L. for disobeying a lawful command given by his superior officer. 

 

16-2-1918 Movable Officers Control arranged – Posts established in different parts of the area 

to take a census of Motor Cars and names of occupants and duty – so as to prevent 

Officers and soldiers from “joy-riding” and misusing transport. 

 

17-2-1918 Reported robbery of 39,000 francs from an Estaminet near LOCRE – as usual, 

alleged to have been committed by Australian Soldiers – Enquiries made by 

Gendarmie and secret Provost Agents, but with fruitless results. 

 

18-2-1918 Camera and films, property of Lieut. _________ - forwarded to Divisional H.Q. to 

be used as evidence against this officer – case held later on and Lieut ________ was 

severely reprimanded. 

 

19-2-1918 Disposal of 7 German Prisoners of War to Corps cage after being interrogated by 

Intelligence department (result of raid on German Front Line system by troops of 

this Division). 

 

20-2-1918 House of ___ _______ ________ , DRANOUTRE, placed out of bounds to troops for 

an indefinite period owing to infectious disease. 

 



21-2-1918 M.M.P. detailed to prevent coal from being stolen from coal train – several soldiers 

were caught stealing coal and charge sheets were made out against them. 

 

22-2-1918 Major Langley A.P.M. 5th Aust. Division proceeded to Aust. Corps H.Q. to take over 

duties of A.P.M. Corps. 

 

23-2-1918 Claim received from inhabitant of SAMER area for a she-goat, supposed to have 

been taken away by Australian troops – claim investigated by M.M.P. but the goat 

could not be located. 

 

24-2-1918 No ___ Pte _____ 31st Battalion evacuated to base prison to undergo sentence of 2 

years IHL [intensive hard labour] for disobeying a lawful command given by his superior officer 

and deserting in the face of the enemy.  

 

25-2-1918 Claims received from Civilian of DANOUTRE for loss of one pig, alleged to have 

been committed by Australian soldiers – case investigated but without success. 

 

26-2-1918 MMP given instruction to keep a sharp lookout for any unshaded lights, which may 

prove a target for enemy aircraft during night time.         

 

27-2-1918 All units of the Division who carry GS wagons on their strength, issued with arrows 

marked “Horse Transport”. 

 

28-2-1918 Civilian House inspected at LOCRE, in which a young lady is supposed to have 

contracted Lupas, all necessary precautions taken to a spreading of this contagious disease. 

          
             

     Signed      G.B. Freer   Lieut 

       A/A.P.M.  5th Australian Division 

 

 

 

 

The War Diaries for February show the variety of tasks that the Divisional Provost’s were called 

upon to conduct while out of the frontline.  Certainly a number of their tasks would have drawn the 

ire of the troops serving within the Division.   Private Archie Scott appears to have been taken on as 

a MMP from the 5th Divisional Traffic Detachment, although officially he was still shown as being 

a traffic man.  Scott’s attachment was probably to cover Corporal Monk leaving the unit (as shown 

in the war diary), Sergeant Hammond taking Maurice Adam’s place, both Monk and Adams 

returning to England for duty.  

 

The mention of “secret Provost Agents” on 17 February in the 5th Div MMP War Diaries is an 

unusual one. From looking at several men shown in documentation of the time with other division’s 

as being agents, the agents appear to have been men from within the Division utilised by the 

provosts to help catch out offenders.  The agents mingling with the men in areas where the MMP 

themselves would otherwise be readily recognised.  (Perhaps a similar role to which ‘intelligence 

policemen’ were deployed, the ‘intelligence policemen’ carrying out such ruses as pretending to be 

ordinary guards around German Prisoners, while actually gathering information). 

 



The census of motor vehicles mentioned in the war diary was by this stage of the war also becoming 

a normal occurrence, as motor vehicles became much more prevalent on the Western Front.  Speed 

checks would also become part of the MMP’s duties, in an attempt to slow down drivers.  Although 

not shown in the 5th Divisional MMP War Diaries, death by motor vehicle accidents, involving both 

soldiers and civilians, were becoming all too common. 

APM 3rd Division’s  War Diary – October 1917 

- Civilian killed near CLETY by motorcar belonging to 3rd Aus Div Train. Statements taken and 

forwarded to APM II Anzac. (21/10/17) 

 

 

APM 3rd Division’s  War Diary – October 1917 

- Civilian killed near FAUQUEMBERQUES by motor car belonging to ASC attached to GHQ I/d. 

[Intelligence Department?]  Statements taken and forwarded to French Mission. (25/10/17) 

 

 

APM 3rd Division’s  War Diary –November 1917 

- Civilian Leopold ______ knocked down and killed by a passing motor lorry. (25/11/17) 

 

 

APM ANZAC CORPS War Diary – January 1918. 

- One traffic casualty occurred early in the month on the Caestre- Fletre Road, when a soldier – No 

___ Gunner ____, 42nd Battery, 11th AFA, was killed, apparently by a lorry.  Exhaustive enquiries 

as to the identity of the party responsible have proved fruitless to date.  

 

 

On the front, both sides using raiding parties to gather information and try to gain the upper hand 

within the sector. On 15 March activity in the 5th Division’s sector increased notably, the allies were 

prepared for a large-scale attack by the enemy, but nothing could have prepared them for the 

subsequent collapse that would follow.  Private Arthur Penney joined the unit around this time.  At 

this time Warrant Officer Hansen was sent back to the U.K. apparently he was to be allowed to 

return to Australia on compassionate grounds.  Back in Australia he continued to serve, not being 

discharged until January 1919. 

Within the 5th Divisions area little ground was lost, however by 21 March the Germans had re-taken 

many of the towns and ground that the allies had fought so hard to seize.  Bapaume was lost, 

Peronne and Montauban, all along the front the allies (particularly to the south) yielded territory. 

 

The 5th Division was ordered to the south on 26 March to help stop the German advance.  By the 

27th the Division was around Vauchelles and ready to move into the line, the Division remained 

inactive until 4 April.  During these chaotic times looting was rife (both civilian and some military 

personnel), Major Langley’s men were kept busy maintaining order within the Divisional Sector.  

 

On 4 April the Division was ordered to the Blangy Tronville area to relieve two British Divisions.  

The 5th Division’s front would stretch from the Somme at Vaire, southwards to Villers Bretonneux. 

By the end of April the German offensive had ground to a halt.  The Australian 5 th Division had 

played an important in the halting of the German advance.   

 

The list (shown next page) is taken from Corporal Lin Harston’s field notebook.  As he was killed 

in action on 20 May 1918, the entry is most probably from late April, or early May of that year.  

Interestingly several of the men listed are not formally recorded as being MMP at this time, but 

obviously were carrying out this role.  Twenty-four names appear on the list, only one (?) short of 

the establishment strength of a division’s provost element.  Most sources quote twenty-five MMP to 



an Infantry Division; actual stats often show an establishment of twenty-six, perhaps the twenty- 

sixth man was the APM’s clerk, who for most of 1917 and 1918 was Corporal Bishop. 

 

 

     Sergeant Major Gomer MARTIN 

                  Sergeant Frank CARTER  

 

    Corporal’s Augustus DAVIDSON 

              “                   Lin HARSTON 

              “                 Walter ELLARD 

 

     Lance Corporal’s Roy KIRWAN 

         “            “        William PETERS 

         “            “     William MARCUS 

  

 

 

                Troopers Oscar LAWSON 

                      Charles SPENCE 

                         Sonny ROBERTSON 

                                   Jim DEMPSEY 

                                        James BIRD 

                       William De WELDON 

                                       Fred WHITE 

                  Groschen RICHARDSON 

                                Ernest FINDLAY 

                                    Arthur PENNY 

                  Victor GRUNENFELDER 

                                   Edwin ADAMS 

                                   ?  ANDERSON 

                              Ernest PETERSEN 

                       Johannes GERHARDY 

                                    Archie SCOTT 

For the whole of May the Division 

remained in the line, holding the 

central Divisional sector of the Corps front.  On 13 May, while near Corbie, Squadron Sergeant 

Major (SSM) Martin and several other MMP (Gerhardy, ______) were affected by gas.  SSM 

Martin was subsequently evacuated to England for treatment and would remain at Tidworth for the 

remainder of the war.   Sergeant Carter was promoted to fill the role of SSM after Martin’s 

evacuation. 

 

20 May 1918 was a grim day for the 5th Division Provo’s and their traffic detachment when a shell 

landed in one of their farmyard billets in the early morning of that day.  The shell killed two of the 

small unit’s Military Medal winners, Corporal Lin Harston and Trooper Sonny Robertson.   

 

The pair had been good mates and had won their MM’s while serving together.  Trooper Fred 

White (MMP) and Private Archie Scott (Scott is officially shown as being a traffic control man, but 

also probably working as a MMP) both died a day later from the wounds they received.  Trooper 

Jim Dempsey was also badly wounded by the shell and was subsequently evacuated to England.  

Harston and Robertson were buried side by side at Daours. 

 



                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Sonny Robertson                                                                    Lin Harston 
 

                                                        

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Fred White                                                                       Archie Scott          

 

Corporal’s Pat and Jim Delaney were quickly transferred from II ANZAC Headquarters to help 

cover the loss of so many men within the 5th Division MMP.  The pair were brothers, Jim was a 

1914 man, Pat had followed and had enlisted in 1915, the two had both volunteered for the MMP 

service in early 1916 and had served together in France. 

 

June, saw little actual fighting; Corporal Thomas Munro and Trooper Les Hitchcock marched into 

the unit, both men had been training and serving at Tidworth.   During the quieter times Major 

Langley was able to task his men to assist in salvage operations around Corbie.  Lieutenant 

McKay, Langley’s TCO, rendered assistance to Lieutenant Viner of the Salvage Company. 

On 31 May the 4th Division took over the sector and the 5th Division was sent to the Coisy area for a 

fortnights rest.  The weather was kind and the division was able to refresh and re-organise itself.  

Both recreational and formal training became high priorities.   

 

The 5th Division remained out of the line until mid-June 1918. When it re-entered the line the new 

divisional sector extended for about 6,000 yards, from the Albert-Amiens railway, just west of 

Dernancourt to a point about 2,000 yards north of the Somme at Sailly-Laurette (which the Division 

had previously held), Morlancourt was the most central village held by the Germans. 

 

 

The Division would hold this sector for nearly a month and a half, during this time the brigades 

rotated regularly, with many raids being staged to keep the Germans on edge.  Not directly involved 

in the Battle of Hamel on 4 July, the 5th Division was tasked to assist the 4th Division by launching 

several diversionary raids.  The 15th Brigade was tasked to seize the German lines opposite them. 

 



The 5th Divisions sector remained quiet until the end of July.  American troops began to be attached 

to units, bringing the Division back to near full strength.  Towards the end of the month the 18th 

British Division relieved the 5th Division.  The division was withdrawn for a brief rest period to the 

Allonville area.   

 

After only three days rest the Division was again moved forward.  The bulk of the Division moved 

to the west of Villers Bretonneux on 4 August.  General Monash ordered the troops to rest in billets 

as close to their assembly points as possible ready for the upcoming attack. This meant that there 

was little activity in the Divisions sector until the night of 7 August.  On that night several tanks 

were struck by enemy shellfire, it was feared that this might jeopardise the upcoming attack that 

was to be launched at 4.20 am on the following morning. 

 

The exploits of 8 August are well documented.  The Germans 

referred to it as “Der Schwarze Tag”, the black day.  The 

Allies made significant gains and found them advancing 

across open ground, at times virtually unopposed.  

Unfortunately on that day, Corporal Hitchcock was killed by 

a bomb, dropped from an enemy plane, while he was helping 

escort prisoners rearward, tragically one of the Red Cross 

statements made, confirmed that he was due to return to 

England to be married. 

 

For its part the 5th Division advanced over seven miles on that 

day, with only relatively light casualties.  Sergeant Lionel 

Bird (not related to Corporal James Bird) from the Division’s 

Traffic Control Detachment was recognised for his courage 

and devotion to duty in handling his men and the traffic 

during the advance.  Corporal Gleeson, another of the 5th’s 

traffic men, was awarded the military medal for his actions 

while in charge of two traffic posts at Harbonnieres on the night of 13 August 1918.  Gleeson 

prevented any serious traffic blocks occurring in the town, even when under heavy artillery fire, 

totally disregarding his own safety while doing so. 

 

The Division was withdrawn on 9 August and rested near Villers Bretonneux for several days.  It 

was not until 16 August that the Division re-entered the line.  As can be seen from Corporal 

Gleeson’s action, the MMP and traffic men had not been withdraw with the Division at that time. 

By the end of August the 5th Division had 

helped to seize over 20 square miles of territory.  

The battle weary 5th Division’s next task was to 

try to seize Peronne. The bulk of the fighting 

was to be spearheaded by the 14th Brigade.  At 

0400 hrs on 1 September the Brigade began its 

advance.  Peronne was seized, but at a 

considerable cost, mainly to the 14th Brigade.  

By 2 September the Division had stabilised its 

new front, the fighting on 3 September was less 

intense. 
 

Authors copy of AWM photo E 03196, showing one of 

the entrances to Peronne shortly after being seized. 

The Battle of Peronne again cost the Division heavily.  On the night of 5/6 September the 3 rd 

Division relieved the 5th Division.  The 5th Division sideslipped to the south remaining in the line.  

 



After spearheading further gains of territory, the 5th Division was finally withdrawn for a rest on 10 

September.  The Division was finally withdrawn for a rest on 10 September.  The Division retired 

to the Le Mesnil and Barleux areas.   

 

While resting the Division learnt that those men with Gallipoli service (or early Egypt service)  

were to be granted three months leave back to Australia.  Lieutenant Freer, the 5th’s TCO became 

due for such leave, several of the other early Gallipoli men had already been rotated from the front 

back to England, (Sergeant Adams, Corporal Monk) they would also become eligible to return to 

Australia.  Lieutenant McKay, who was already serving alongside Freer, formally took over the 

role of TCO. 

 

Many of the other original 5th Division MMP became due for this leave, most sailing in October, 

Sergeant Aug Davidson was eligible, his position within the MMP was filled by promoting 

Corporal Pat Delaney.  Willie Peters, Oscar Lawson, Walter Ellard, as well as Stan and Alf 

Millar were all given three months leave back to Australia.  The photo below shows all the Millar 

brothers who served, Stan is the first on the page wearing the bandolier; Alf is in the middle, 

wearing the slouch hat.  The pair’s younger brothers, Lancelot, Oswald and Osmond also served. 

 

 

Several of the men who had joined the unit later were also eligible for that special leave; James 

Bird and Jim Delaney would join the others in returning to Australia, Jim no doubt sorry to leave 

his brother, after serving alongside him for much of the war. 

 

Unrest was caused within the Division when some of its battalions were ordered to disband, when 

the 54th Battalion was ordered to do so, many of the men failed to carry out that order.  After a tense 

period the men finally agreed to do so, transferring to the 56th Battalion, but still retaining the right 

to continue to wear their own colour patch. 

The call for the 5th Division to re-enter the frontline came on 27 September.  The Division re-

entered the line in the Hervilly area.  The 5th Division now faced the Hindenburg Line.  The 

division was called upon to attack a few miles to the east of Hervilly; their front was about 4,000 

yards in length.  The Bellicourt village lay just behind the Hindenburg Line.  

 

Within the Division’s sector and its predicted area of advance were the Bellicourt Tunnel and the St 

Quentin Canal.  These watercourses had heavily influenced the siting of the Hindenburg Line.  The 

tunnel provided safe accommodation for thousands of the enemy’s men.  It was realised that the 

seizing of Bellicourt would be a tedious and difficult task. 

 

 

The 5th Division was to be supplemented in the attack by troops from the 30th American Division.  

Preparations were made for an advance on 29 September.  For the 5th Div Provosts the American 

attachments meant that the strengths of the Traffic Control Posts could be doubled.  A combination 

of Australian and American Military Police, as well as the Australian traffic men manned the posts. 

 



Corporal Bishop, Major Langley’s clerk, was recognised for his brave actions on 29 September 

when he was called upon to carry an urgent message to a provost officer in Bellicourt.  He did so 

along the Hargicourt - Bellicourt road, which at the time was being incessantly and heavily shelled. 

 

The American Division did indeed spearhead the attack, but due to its in-experience soon became 

disorganised and failed to reach many of its objectives.  The Australian Battalions were soon called 

upon to take over the co-ordination of the attacks.  Disorientated American troops were encouraged 

to join the Australian troops.   

 

The 8th and 15th Brigade were both tasked to enter the battle and assist the floundering Americans.  

About 200 Americans attached themselves to the 32nd Battalion near Bellicourt and continued as 

part of the advance under Australian leadership.  Likewise when located by other Australian 

Battalions the Americans joined them and continued to fight.   

 
Author’s copy of a photo taken on the Harigourt-Bellicourt Road, the men are a mixture of the 2nd Tunnelling 

Company (Australian) and American engineers. The photo was taken on 30 September 1918. 

 

After three days of hard fighting the Division rotated its Brigades.  Finally on 3 October the infantry 

of the 5th Division were withdrawn to a reserve position near Hervilly.  This was the last battle that 

the 5th Division would be involved with during the war.  The Division remained at Hervilly for only 

a few days.  For over eight months it had been in the line or in close reserve.   

 

The Division was withdrawn to the area surrounding Oisemont on 8 October.  The Division’s 

artillery units were kept in the line until 24 October.  It was around this time that ill-health saw 

Major Langley leave the Division, Captain Basil Cooper took over the DAPM role (now formally 

recorded as being the Divisional Assistant Provost Marshall).  Captain Cooper led the unit for 

several months before he too succumbed to ill health and was forced to return to England. 

 

 

As Germany’s allies began to capitulate the Australians were finally able to sense that peace was 

near.  However on 9 and 10 November 1918 units of the Division were again ordered to prepare for 

a return to the frontline, the following day peace was declared. In November 1918, Lieutenant 

Craker, the 5th’s TCO, took the reigns as acting D.A.P.M. during Captain Cooper’s temporary 

absence. 

 

 

November 1918 Office of the D.A.P.M. located at OISEMONT (Somme) near ABBEVILLE. 



With the exception of the signing of the Armistice nothing of note to report 

regards this particular unit. 

 

Discipline of the Division as usual – very good. 

 

An epidemic of influenza rampant throughout the Division – quite 30% of 

this Division having to be evacuated to Hospital.  

 

26 November Division entrained from PONT REMY for FAVRIL near LANDRECIES _ the 

journey occupying the best part of two days. 

 

     C. Craker  Lieut 

    A/D.A.P.M. , 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.   

 

Peace saw a gradual reduction in the 5th Division.  Priority for the passage home was made 

according to a soldier’s enlistment date.  Units slowly began to shrink in size as men marched out to 

England ready to return to Australia.   

 

December 1918 

1 Office of the D.A.P.M. located at FAVRIL  near LANDRECIES. 

 

9 Visit of His Majesty the King. 

 

14 Captain Cooper – D.A.P.M. – proceeded on 14 days leave of absence to    

PARIS. 

 

19  Move of the Division to SOLRE LE CHATEAU (France).  Railhead located 

at BEAUMONT – Belgium. 

 

28 First draft of 1915 personnel march out for demobilisation. 

 

C. Craker  Lieut 

    A/D.A.P.M. , 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. 

 

 

 

This also affected the provost unit, allowing some of the junior ranks to be promoted to fill 

vacancies as the more experienced veterans from the unit returned to Australia.  In mid December 

Sergeant Frank Carter began his return to Australia.  Captain Cooper took advantage of the quieter 

times and headed to Paris to marry his American fiancé, she was apparently quite wealthy and 

Cooper would elect to take his discharge in the U.K in May 1919, with the view to heading to 

America, later returning to Australia. 

 

Private Edwin Adams was part of the 5th Division’s Traffic Detachment, he had been transferred 

from the 57th Battalion in early 1918, in December he was formally accepted into the 5th’s MMP. 

Over in England in January 1919, Trooper Jim Dempsey’s wounds had healed sufficiently to allow 

his return to Australia.  As a 1915 enlistee, Sergeant Pat Delaney now became eligible to return to 

the U.K. to await his passage home to Australia.  Delaney however, seemed to be happy to remain 

in England and would not return to Australia until February 1920.   

 



Similarly Thomas Munro returned to England as an early enlistee, he like 

Delaney ended up remaining in England throughout 1919, reaching the rank 

of sergeant. Thomas is shown to the right, he is the larger of the two, he is 

standing next to Corporal Stewart, the photo was taken by Corporal Binns at 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth in early 1919.  

 

Interestingly Thomas would become the focus of a police investigation back 

in Australia in 1920 after he returned to South Australia, Thomas had 

married Charlotte Atherton at Swansea in June 1916 and had promised to 

bring his wife out to Australia after the war, he never did. 

 

Despite most units shrinking in size the need for military policemen 

remained, and several of the 5th Division’s traffic men took the opportunity 

to transfer across to the Australian Provost Corps after the Armistice and into early 1919. 

 

January 1919 

  1 Office still located at SOLRE LE CHATEAU. 

   

  15 Captain B.A.COOPER – D.A.P.M. – evacuated to base with Dysentery. 

 

19  Lieut C.J. CRAKER – Aust Provost Corps – assumed duties as Acting 

D.A.P.M. 

 

-- Theft of horse – both civilians and soldiers – very rife in the Corps area. 

 Discipline of the troops of this Division as usual very good. 

 

C. Craker  Lieut 

    A/D.A.P.M. , 5th AUSTRALIAN DIVISION. 

 

 

Lieutenant Craker formally became the acting DAPM in January 1919.  By April the DAPM’s 

office was at Walcourt in Belgium, on 7 April the remainder of the 5th Division moved to 

Marcinelle- Charleroi where it amalgamated with the 2nd Division. Lieutenant McKay and Craker 

remaining in charge of the Divisional Police until the 5th Division formally ceased to exist.  McKay 

was posted back to England in July 1919; he elected to take his discharge there in October 1919.   

 

Corporal Bishop would remain the unit’s clerk right up until May 1919, when he was posted back 

to England; he was not discharged until mid October 1919. 

 

Many of the Divisional Military Policemen would remain overseas, transferred to areas where there 

were large concentrations of Australian troops awaiting their passage home; many would remain in 

the UK until late 1919 and some even into early 1920. 

 

 



 
 

 

A large gathering of the men from the 5th Australian Division from February 1919, the men are 

gathered to hear Billy Hughes speak.  The gathering is in the town centre of Solre-le-Chateau and as 

can be estimated by the not huge crowd the division is starting to shrink as men begin their journeys 

home to Australia.  Although not verified, it would seem logical that some of the men on horseback 

are most probably from the 5th Division’s MMP.  

                                                                                            (AWM E04960 photo by Cyril J. Jackson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following write-ups are a brief look at the service of some of the provosts and the traffic 

men that served with the 5th Australian Division.  The rank shown is generally the rank held 

at the end of the war, or at the time of their death.  Each write-up is a brief look at that 

soldiers service based upon their National Archive file, in some instances, information is 

shared / repeated between soldiers.  Lance Addison is recorded with the other men, not in the 



officer section, as at the time when he was with the 5th Division Addison held the rank of 

corporal. 

 

In each soldier’s write-up the 5th Division’s symbol appears, this indicates 

roughly when they began serving with the 5th Division as either a MMP or as a 

Traffic Man.  For the purpose of these write-ups the term provost, police, MMP (military 

mounted police) and MP all refer to those serving as military policemen in the 1st AIF.  Many 

of those that served as traffic men would go on and become MMP, often remaining with the 

5th Division. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAJOR Edgar John Flynn LANGLEY 

Distinguished Service Order, Croix de Guerre, Mentioned in Dispatch 

APM 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Edgar Langley was born in Calcutta, India on 4 March 1878; he spent his early years growing up in 

the British Colony.  Edgar’s first taste of military service was with the Lucknow Volunteers in 

India, he served with that unit for three years. 

 

Shortly before the turn of the century Edgar immigrated to Australia and ended up in South 

Australia.  Again he served in the military, one and a half years with the Field Artillery and then six 

months with a Light Horse unit. 

  

Edgar Langley served with distinction during the Boer War. Initially he served with the 2nd 

contingent of the South Australian Mounted Rifles, he then served as a Lieutenant (his substantive 

rank) with the 5th South Australian contingent.  Towards the end of the conflict he served with the 

3rd Australian Commonwealth Horse (8th Battalion). 

 

Langley had earnt his DSO (Distinguished Service Order), while serving in South Africa with the 

South Australian Bushmen, in June 1901.  At the time a Captain, Langley had shown courage and 

set a fine example to his men during an attack on a Boer convoy near Reitz, Orange River Colony 

on 6 June, 1901 (see footnote). 

 

Major Sladen, East Yorkshire Regiment had been in charge of a party of about 200 men, including 

Captain Langley’s party, which seized a large convoy and defended the same, against a determined 

Boer attack for two hours.  A Lieutenant White, Gordon Highlanders was captured during the 

battle; he escaped and ran six miles for help.  He then returned to the battle site with the relief force.  

After the Boer War Langley returned to Australia, he returned to his civilian trade of accountancy.  

By 1914 Edgar and his wife, Inus [sometimes seen as Iris] were living in Hobart, the couple now 

had three children.  



Major Edgar Langley enlisted shortly after the declaration of war, at 37 years of age he was one of 

the 13th Light Horse Regiments more senior members.  The 13th Light Horse had begun forming at 

the Broadmeadows Camp, a few miles north of Melbourne, in March 1915.  During the early stages 

of the war Inus gave an address of Moonee Ponds, Victoria.    

 

Major Edgar Langley, DSO became the regiment’s 2nd in Charge, he closely scrutinized the new 

recruits as they joined the regiment.  The regiment drew men from all over Victoria, with a few men 

from the other states also amongst their number. 

 

The regiment (with horses) sailed for the Middle East aboard the Persic on 28 May, prior to 

boarding the regiment paraded through the streets of Melbourne. Unfortunately for the men the 

voyage began badly, bad weather causing discomfort for both men and mounts. 

 

The Persic docked at Suez on 26 June, but didn’t disembark the regiment until the 29 th.  The 

regiment then travelled by train to Abbassia; here they established their first camp.  On 6 July half 

the regiment was allowed time off to visit the Pyramids. 

 

On 13 July the regiment moved a short distance to a new camp called No 2 Oasis. Training in the 

desert then began in earnest as the troopers continued to hone their basic soldiering skills, a call up 

to fight at Gallipoli a likely course of action for the regiment. The photo below shows the officers of 

the 13th Light Horse Regiment, Edgar Langley is sitting in the middle row third from the left. 

 

The call for the regiment to re-enforce the depleted Light Horse troops on Gallipoli finally came.  

The 13th Light Horse Regiment, along with 235 other units, boarded the Megantic on 4 September.  

The Megantic was (in pre-war days) part of the White Star Line and was a sister ship of the ill-fated 

Titanic. 

 

 



On its voyage to Mudros the Megantic also took on board survivors from the troopship Southland, 

which had been torpedoed during its voyage. The Megantic anchored in Mudros Harbour on 8 

September.  The 13th Light Horse landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 11 September, moving to a 

bivouac site between Rest and Shrapnel Gullies.  On 14 September the regiment became integrated 

with the 6th Australian Infantry Brigade and took over trenches at Lone Pine.  So began a four-

month association with Lone Pine. 

 

As the weather deteriorated, sickness took its toll.  On 8 October the CO, Colonel Dean was 

evacuated with influenza.  Major Langley took temporarily took command of the regiment.  The 

squadrons rotated two days in the Lone Pine trenches and four days out; this continued almost until 

the evacuation. 

 

On 13 December the regiment left Lone Pine and took over Thompson’s Lookout.  On the night of 

19 December the bulk of the regiment moved back to the jetty and boarded barges, which took them 

to the battleship HMS Mars. 

 

The Mars delivered the regiment to Mudros. Here the distribution of Christmas and arrival of 

Australian mail helped brighten the trooper’s spirits.  The regiment spent Christmas and New Year 

on the Island of Lemnos.  Edgar’s spirits would have been somewhat subdued; his brother Jack was 

one of the many that had died during the Gallipoli campaign (see footnote). 

 

On 4 January 1916 the Regiment boarded the steamer SS Simla and returned to Alexandria, arriving 

four days later, once again having endured a fierce storm during the voyage.  On 1 February 

Lieutenant Colonel Arnott was given command of the 13th Light Horse. Langley relinquished his 

temporary rank of Lieutenant Colonel and reverted to being the Regiment’s 2 IC. 

 

With the expansion of the AIF and the formation of several new divisions Major Langley was 

transferred to the newly forming Headquarters of the 5th Division, joining the Division at Ferry Post 

on 12 March 1916.  Langley became the Divisions APM (Assistant Provost Marshall). 

 

Several of Langley’s men also followed him, transferring to the MMP (Military Mounted Police).  

The MMP for a division numbered 25 men, under the command of the APM and another junior 

officer (in the case of the 5th Division two junior officers).  Many of the other members of the 5th 

Division’s MMP had also served as Light Horsemen with various other regiments.  Most had seen 

service on Gallipoli. 

 

Gerald Freer was one of Langley’s most experienced Senior NCO’s; he had seen service on Anzac 

Cove as a military policeman and would be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant shortly after the 

move to France.  Freer then continued to serve as Langley’s TCO (Traffic Control Officer) 

throughout the war. 

 

Major Langley would lead the 5th Division’s military police for the majority of their time while on 

the Western Front.  On 16 September 1916 the Divisional MMP were formally absorbed as part of 

the Anzac Provost Corps (sometimes referred to as the Anzac Provost Police Corps).  Langley’s 

formal transfer from the 13th Light Horse Regiment to the Provost Corps was also made on this 

date. 

 

On 25 July 1917 Major Langley was posted to England, the length of his time in England is not 

shown on his documents.  During his absence Lieutenant Craker took over the role of APM for the 

5th Division.  The photo below was taken at Blaringhem in August 1917. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identified, back row, left to right: Captain W L Hamilton; Major M Henry; Maj E J F Langley 

DSO, Assistant Provost Marshal; Capt J M Rodd, (behind Langley); Maj G D Smith; Colonel (Col) 

W H Hearne DSO, (behind Smith); Capt Jennings; Lieutenant Mause, Officer Commanding 

French Mission (behind Jennings); Maj McGregor; Capt S A Hunn, (behind McGregor); Lt J M 

Hobbs, Aide de Camp to the GOC. Front row: Col A B Carey DSO; Lieutenant Colonel C M 

Wagstaff CIE DSO, GSO1; Brigadier General A J Bessel-Brown CMG DSO; Major General J T 

Hobbs CMG VD, GOC; Col J H Bruche CMG; Maj H H Hulton, DAO; Maj D M King DSO MC.  

 

Major Langley is shown on the left, he is standing with 

Major Wootten, who was the General Staff Officer 

(GSO) II of the 5th Division, he like Langley would be 

awarded a DSO. The photo was taken at Samer, France 

in late 1917 (indicating Langley was back in charge of 

the 5th Division MMP).  It is unclear exactly when 

Langley once again ‘took the reigns’ as APM.  The photo 

below is obviously also Samer and although not labeled, 

Major Langley is clearly identifiable because of his 

moustache and his APM armband. 

 

On 20 September 1917, Major-General Hobbs, 

Commander of the 5th Australian Division made mention 

of Langley’s service with the Division, the citation read; 

 

For meritorious service and devotion to duty.  Major 

Langley has been A.P.M. of this Division since it’s 

formation and has carried out his duties with ability, zeal 

and tact.   

His arrangements in connection with the operations 

around Bapaume in March last and again at Bullecourt 

in May last showed marked ability and foresight, and 

were carried out most efficiently.  



 

 

 

Only days after General Hobbs wrote that citation he again had cause to recognize Langley’s 

leadership skills (Langley was obviously back in charge of his men), on this occasion he 

recommended that Langley be awarded a Bar to his DSO.  The citation was awarded, but only as a 

mention in dispatch, it read as follows; 

 

Major Langley, on 25th, 26th and 27th September 1917, was on duty on the 

MENIN ROAD and in the vicinity of HOOGE.  At one period, owing to very heavy 

shell fire, a number of lorries and wagons were set on fire, causing the road to be 

blocked and great confusion to ensue.  Major Langley displayed conspicuous 

bravery and resource in going among the burning vehicles, reorganizing the traffic 

and relieving the congestion, thereby saving a number of lives.  This Officer was 

during the above days continuously on duty, and during the greater part of the time 

was under shell fire. 

 

On 20 November Major Langley was temporarily attached to the 1st Anzac Headquarters (as APM), 

during the absence of the APM, Lieutenant Colonel Smith.  Upon Smith’s return to duty on 6 

December, Langley resumed his duties with the 5th Division. 

 

Once again on 22 February 1918, Major Langley was again placed in charge of the Military Police 

in France (Colonel Smith’s role).   Langley took the reigns while Smith was in England.  Langley 

held this appointment for a little over a month, while away from the Division General Hobbs again 

commended Langley with a further mention in dispatch. 

 

For meritorious service and devotion to duty during the period 22nd September 1917 to 25th 

February 1918.  

On 26 March 1918 Langley resumed his duties as 5th Division APM.  Langley received special 

mention in Sir Douglas Haig’s dispatch of 7 March 1918 (no doubt based upon General Hobbs, 5th 

Divisions many recommendations). 



 

During mid-July Colonel Smith went on leave and Major Langley again took on the role as APM 

for the Australian Corps.  Edgar Langley had just returned to the 5th Division when struck down by 

illness on 25 August 1918, his condition diagnosed as pneumonia. 

 

After treatment at Rouen, Edgar was sent back to the UK.  In England he received treatment at the 

London General.  A little over a month after being evacuated to England Edgar was formally 

awarded the Croix de Guerre. 

 

By this time Edgar’s wife, Inus, and their three children were living in London at a Hyde Park 

address, (apparently moving to England in early 1918).   Edgar remained at London General until 

20 November 1918.  Upon his release from hospital Edgar was earmarked for a return to Australia 

as being medically unfit.  

 

With his family still in England and able to gain employment as an accountant with a British Firm, 

Edgar elected to take his discharge in the United Kingdom.  His documents show that he had a 

deferred pay of 160 pounds owing to him upon discharge.  Edgar and his family took up residence 

in Green End Road, Bedford Park. 

 

A letter on Edgar Langley’s file indicates that several years after the war (around 1922?) Edgar and 

his family moved to Constantinople (Turkey).  It was here that Edgar Langley died in May 1927, 

aged 49 years of age.  

 

Footnotes: 

 

Edgar’s wife’s name would appear to have been Inus Matalga Langley, the couple probably 

marrying in India.  On some records her name appears to have been mis-interpreted as Iris. 

 

Edgar Langley’s South African service had seen him involved in operations in Cape Colony, 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony, as well as actions at Johannesburg, Pretoria, Diamond Hill and 

Belfast.  For his service Edgar was entitled to wear the DSO, Queens Medal with five clasps and the 

Kings Medal with two clasps. 

 

 

Edgar’s brother that died on the Gallipoli Peninsula was most probably serving with the British 

Army.  He was most likely: 

 
T/3353 Private Jack LANGLEY   The Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment 

 

Jack Langley was killed in action at Gallipoli on 9 August 1915.  He has no known grave, but is 

remembered on the Helles Memorial. 

 

This seems to be born out by an enquiry directed to the AIF’s Record Office by one of Edgar’s 
colleagues in Constantinople after his death.  Probably unaware of Edgar’s early life in India and 

the fact that his brother probably didn’t enlist in Australia, the writer thought that Jack may have 

survived the war and returned to Australia (AIF records indicating that no J Langley’s in the AIF 

were killed on the Gallipoli Peninsula).  

 

 

 

 

 



CAPTAIN Basil Hubert COOPER  

DAPM Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Basil Cooper was born at Coogee; he lived most of his life in the Mosman area.  Basil was 24 years 

of age when he enlisted on 16 March 1915; he recorded his mother, Maude, as his next-of-kin.  

Basil’s documents show that he also had a brother, who also served as a Lieutenant in the 2nd 

Battalion. 

 

Basil was an accountant in civilian life, but had served for about 18 months in the Naval Brigade.  

Upon joining the AIF Basil was granted a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant and would later take 

charge of the 9th re-enforcements for the 19th Battalion. 

 

Lieutenant Cooper, in charge of the 9th re-enforcements for the 19th Battalion sailed aboard the 

Runic, sailing from Sydney on 20 January 1916.  The Runic docked at Alexandria in Egypt on 26 

February 1916. 

 

On 7 May Basil was taken on strength with the 5th Training Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir.  Only three 

days later Basil was accepted for service with the newly forming Anzac Provost Corps, joining the 

corps at its new training centre at Abbassia, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

 

On 1 July, Basil was promoted to the rank of temporary Lieutenant, a rank he was to hold while 

being employed with the Anzac Provost Corps (until formally promoted).  As the officers and men 

completed their training they were transferred to the various theatres of war, Basil was sent to the 

UK for duty, sailing for England aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916. 

 

On 12 October Basil was admitted to the 3rd London 

General Hospital at Wandsworth, Wandsworth was 

the hospital where many Australian officers were sent 

for treatment.  While still in hospital, on New Years 

Day 1917, Basil was promoted to Lieutenant 

(substantive).  

 

It was not until 19 January 1917 that Basil was 

released from hospital and ordered back to duty at the 

Perham downs Depot.  From Perham Downs, Basil 

was sent directly to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

Bhurtpore Barracks had now become the main 

training centre for Australian military police; the 

Abbassia camp closing after the bulk of the Corps 

had been trained.  Tidworth held the greatest 

concentration of Australian military police in any 

theatre and would continue to do so throughout the 

war. 

 

From Tidworth Basil was posted to Hurdcott to be the 

APM (Assistant Provost Marshall), Hurdcott’s largest 

Australian unit was the 14th Training Battalion, which 

trained men ready for service with the Australian 14th 

Brigade on the Western Front.  At the time when 

Lieutenant Cooper was in charge the Hurdcott 

Military Police Detachment most probably numbered around 24 men. 



Basil remained at Hurdcott for the remainder of 1917 and the first few months of 1918.  On 31 May 

1918 he was sent to France in line with corps policy on rotating its men (and officers) to the 

frontline.  Upon his arrival in France Basil was detached to the 4th Division Headquarters. 

 

Basil was formally appointed as TCO (Traffic Control Officer) with the 4th Division on 5 June 

1918.  Basil took over the role following the death of Lieutenant Oscar Hassam, who had died from 

shrapnel wounds on 20 May 1918.  Hassam had been a well-respected TCO and had several times 

been mentioned in despatch. 

 

On 24 August 1918 Basil became eligible for ten days leave to Paris.  Basil rejoined the 4th Division 

in early September, later that month Basil was promoted to Captain.  

  

On 2 October, Basil was transferred to the 5th Division to take up the position of 

DAPM (Divisional Assistant Provost Marshal); DAPM had now become the official 

title rather than APM.  Basil took over that role following the departure of Major Edgar Langley, 

DSO, who was forced to return to England due to ill heath.  

 

 On 19 October Basil became eligible for a further period of leave in Paris.  Basil like Edgar 

Langley did not enjoy the best of health while serving on the Western Front.  Although Basil’s file 

doesn’t record the event, apparently on 16 December1918, he married an American Lass; no formal 

mention of leave in either France or England is recorded, so presumably the wedding occurred 

discreetly in France. 

 

Basil remained posted to France until mid-January 1919, when he attended the 5th Field Ambulance, 

suffering what was diagnosed as enteritis.  Evacuated to England, Basil was once again admitted to 

the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth. 

 

It was not until 5 March, that Basil was fit enough to be released from hospital, he was granted 

leave until 31 March.  Medically downgraded Basil elected to take his discharge in England, this 

was affected on 5 May 1919 and four days later he was booked aboard the civilian vessel the 

Adriatic with his American wife, with the view to travel to America to sort out her financial affairs.  

Ultimately the couple did plan to return to Australia, but not for at least eighteen months. 

 

Endnote; Basil’s wife was apparently of extremely wealthy means, the sum of seventy thousand 

pounds, quoted as being the value of her estate. 

 

 

 

LIEUTENANT Charles John Stewart CRAKER 

DAPM Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

 

Charles Craker was born in India on 14 March 1890; Charles listed his next-of-kin as his mother 

Alice.  Educated in India Charles would follow his father in working on the Railways, Charles 

became an engineer with one of the numerous British railway companies in India.  As well Charles 

spent several years in a Railway Militia unit in Bombay, presumably Charles held an officers role 

(not verified).  It is unclear as to when Charles moved to Australia, his enlistment papers give his 

mothers address as ‘Chatford’, Bargo, Thirlmere, via Picton. 

 

Charles was nearly 26 years of age when he enlisted on 18 August 1915, he did so at Sydney.  

Charles became part of the 7th Depot Battalion initially; on 1 October 1915 Charles was sent to an 

Officers Training School to gain his commission.  At the completion of his officer training Charles 

was granted his commission and was posted to the 30th Battalion.  



 

As one of four officers that embarked with the 5th 

re-enforcements for the 30th Battalion, 2nd 

Lieutenant Craker sailed with that draft aboard the 

troopship Nestor, departing Sydney on 9 April 

1916.  The Nestor (shown right) arrived in Egypt a 

little over a month later. 

 

In mid-June 1916 Charles was transferred to 

England, he did so aboard the troopship, 

Franconia, arriving in the U.K. on 16 June.   Charles was posted to the 8th Training Battalion at 

Aldershot, shortly after he was transferred to the PT & BF section, still at Aldershot. The captioning 

of the photo below shows a group of men (many Australians?) at Aldershot and indicates that it was 

probably a battle fitness and bayonet fighting course that Craker attended, this photo is not Craker’s 

course, rather a later group from October 1917.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was not until 9 November 1916 before Charles crossed the English Channel to France and not 

until 25 January 1917 that he actually reached the 30th Battalion. The Battalion’s war diary for 

January shows that ‘dribs and drabs’ of re-enforcements had been arriving during the month, the 

entry dated 29 January records 2nd Lieutenants Hamilton and Craker being taken on strength at the 

time the battalion was in reserve at Fricourt. 

 

It was not until the 7th of February that the 30th Battalion marched forward to the Montauban Camp 

and Pommiers Redoubt.  A raiding team was left to train at Fricourt and they prepared for an 

upcoming raid. 

 

On 15 February the battalion moved forward to Delville Wood, from here the battalion provided 

fatigue parties for the forward positions for the next five days. The 30th Battalion moved into the 

frontline (occupying Needle and Switch trenches) on 20 February, relieving the 32nd Battalion.   

 

On 24 February patrols reported that a position known as Sunray Trench appeared to be unoccupied 

by the Germans, the battalion moved forward to occupy the trench, meeting only a little opposition 

on the right flank.  The battalion consolidated its frontline and strengthened its flanks to prevent the 

Germans re-seizing the captured ground. 

 



On 25 February the battalion suffered several casualties from enemy shellfire, Lieutenant Gaskell 

and one man were killed, Captain Allen, Lieutenant Chalmers and 2nd Lieutenant Craker were 

wounded, as well as five men.  2nd Lieutenant Craker suffered shrapnel wounds to his neck and 

chest, although not life threatening his wounds did warrant evacuation, firstly to Rouen on the 

French Coast and then several days later to England.   

 

Charles was admitted to the 3rd London General 

Hospital at Wandsworth on 6 March 1917.  On 15 

March Charles was transferred to a convalescent 

hospital for officers at St Mary’s Russian Hospital in 

Audley St, Mayfair, London (shown to the right) 

while recuperating Craker was formally promoted to 

lieutenant.  It was until 21 May that Craker was 

ordered to report to a depot at Perham Downs as he 

prepared for a return to France. 

 

Charles was sent back to France in late May 1917; 

however his return to his battalion was delayed at 

the Le Havre Depot when he was formally attached for a month’s duty.  It was not until mid July 

that Craker rejoined the 30th Battalion.  Charles remained with his battalion for the remainder of 

1917, except for two weeks went he became eligible for leave in the U.K. 

 

On 9 February 1918 Charles was attached for duty as TCO (traffic control officer) for the 2nd 

Division.  On 11 May Charles was formally transferred from the 30th Battalion to the Australian 

Provost Corps. 

 

Only two weeks after his transfer Charles was attached the 4th Division as acting APM while 

Captain Milton Jarvie took leave to the U.K.  In mid July Charles returned to his role of TCO with 

the 2nd Division. 

 

On 19 January 1919 Charles was detached for 

duty with the 5th Australian Division; he did so 

to replace Captain Basil Cooper who was forced 

to return to England.  Charles became the DAPM for the 5th 

Division on a temporary basis.  

Lieutenant Craker continued to hold that role throughout the 

first half of 1919, in early August 1919 he became eligible to 

fifteen days left back to the U.K.  In September Charles 

relinquished his temporary appointment as DAPM 5th 

Division, but continued to serve in France. 

 

It was not until early October 1919 that Charles returned to 

England as he prepared for his own return to Australia.  

Charles was granted a further fifteen days pre-embarkation 

leave prior to sailing.  

 

Charles passage home began on 30 October aboard the 

troopship _____ it was not until 8 March 1920 that Lieutenant 

Craker’s appointment with the AIF was terminated.  The 

clipping below shows details of Charles wedding in December 

1923. 

 



Charles Craker was in fact Edgar Langley’s nephew.  Edgar Langley and Charles’s mother, Alice 

[nee Langley] were both born in Calcutta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIEUTENANT William John CRAZE 

TCO Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

William Craze was born at Zeehan in Tasmania. By 

early 1915 William and his wife, Ivy were living in 

south Yarra in Victoria with one child, William 

described himself as a being a 24 year old clerk. 

William had spent five years at the Grammar School at 

Launceston, for all of this time he was a member of the 

school’s cadet unit.  

 

Bill then went on to spend several years 

at the ‘School of Mines’ as an 

engineering student, Bill also went on to 

spend a year as an officer with the 91st 

Infantry (Tasmanian Rangers 1st 

Battalion), which was a militia unit. 

 

Not surprisingly when Craze joined the 

AIF on 15 May 1915 he immediately 

applied for a commission, he was sent to 

the 6th Officers Training School at 

Broadmeadows for further training. The photo to the left shows the officer’s course Craze attended; 

he completed his training in early May 1916. 

 

Craze became one of the officers in charge of 

the 6th re-enforcements for the 24th Battalion.  

The portrait to the left shows Bill  posing for a 

Darge portrait, the Darge Studios had the rights 

to set up a tented studio within the 

Broadmeadows camp, as well as other 

Victorian camps, many officers and men took 

advantage of getting their photos taken just 

prior to embarkation.   

 

The numbers at the bottom of the photo 

identify the portrait against the photographer’s 

notebook, which verifies the soldier’s identity.  

In the photo Bill is wearing a single ‘pip’ on 

each shoulder, verifying he was newly 

promoted.  

 

The photo on the following page, is also a 

Darge portrait; it shows a group of Tasmanian 

officers, as well as one soldier at the rear. 2nd 

Lieutenant Craze is sitting in the row to the 

extreme left of the photo.   



2nd Lieutenant Craze and that 

draft of 24th Battalion men sailed 

for Egypt aboard the Ulysses, 

leaving Melbourne on 27 

October 1916.  The Ulysses 

arrived at Suez on 24 September.  

Instead of joining the 23rd or 24th 

Battalions (as also potentially 

denoted in his file), 2nd 

Lieutenant Craze was re-allotted 

to the newly formed 58th 

Battalion in February 1916.  

While Bill was overseas Ivy 

lived in Kalgoorlie. 

 

The 58th Battalion was part of the 

15th Infantry Brigade part of the 

Division formed in Egypt, the 5th 

Australian Division.  The battalion was formed in mid February, its nucleus came from the 6 th 

Battalion, many of whom were Gallipoli veterans, the other half were fresh re-enforcements from 

Australia, predominantly also from Victoria (as were the 6th Battalion men).  

 

 
 

In early may 1916 Bill was admitted to a hospital at Ferry Post suffering from tonsillitis and 

diphtheria.  Craze was actually still in hospital when he received his promotion to lieutenant, he 

returned to his battalion after about three weeks.  The photos above are AWM images, they show 

Craze amongst groups of his fellow officers, Bill is easy to identify; he is the tallest figure in each 

photo.  

 

The 58th Battalion moved to France aboard the Transylvania, departing Egypt on 17 June 1916.  

The battalion arrived in Marseilles in the south of France a week later, the battalion then entraining 

to the north of France to join the other Australian units preparing to serve on the Western Front.  

The 58th Battalions first official battle (as a unit) was at Fromelles on 19 June; initially the battalion 

was tasked with providing carrying parties and were supposed to be in reserve.  The reserve force 

(approximately half of the battalion’s strength) was ordered to attack late in the battle and like the 

troops before them the force was virtually annihilated by machine gun fire. 

 

The 58th Battalion suffered a third of its number either killed or wounded, Lieutenant Craze came 

through the battle unwounded (probably not part of the main attack).  The unwounded officers’ and 

men of the 58th Battalion continued to man the Fromelles sector after the failed battle. 

 



On 6 August 1916 Lieutenant Craze was attached for duty with the APM of the 5th 

Australian Division.  Major Langley, DSO, was the 5th Division’s APM; he had the 

assistance of a TCO (traffic control officer) and at times, more than one TCO.  

Lieutenant Craze took up the TCO role for the remainder of 1916 and into 1917.  

 

On 15 March 1917 Lieutenant Craze was formally transferred from the 58th Battalion to the ‘Anzac 

Provost Police Corps’. On 20 March William had to be evacuated to hospital, suffering from what 

was believed to be tuberculosis.  

 

Bill was quickly evacuated to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth.  Over the next three 

months Bill received treatment here and also at the 4th, 5th and 6th Auxiliary Hospitals.  Lieutenant 

Craze was considered fit enough to return to duty on 25 June 1917, he reported to No 1 Command 

Depot at Perham Downs.   Ill-health continued to plague him, only a week after returning to duty 

Bill was again admitted to hospital, he then rejoined a 

Training Battalion and then once again the Command 

Depot at Perham Downs.   

 

Craze was then ordered to report to the Anzac Provost 

Corps at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  Bill spent the 

next three months at Tidworth, but it appears his health 

continued to trouble him.  After three months Craze was 

earmarked for a return to Australia, the official cause 

listed as  a ‘loss of weight’- ‘debility’, this return was 

listed as ‘a change’, which indicates that after a suitable 

period of recuperation Craze would have been 

reconsidered for overseas service.  

 

On 24 October 1917 William Craze began his return 

voyage to Australia, however like many others his health 

would not improve enough to allow him to re-enlist. It 

appears that he and Ivy lived in Western Australia after 

the war, Bill died in March 1952 at Perth. 

 

 

 

 

 

25 LIEUTENANT Gerald Bertram FREER 

TCO Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Gerald Freer was born at Uppingham, in the Rutland County of England in 1886; the son of 

Benjamin and Elizabeth Freer, Benjamin was a veterinary surgeon.  Gerald had two brothers, 

George and Cecil as well as two sisters, Kathleen and Evelyn. Gerald stated that his prior military 

service was some six years with the Leicester Yeomanry (militia), which would prepare him well 

for his service with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). 
 

When war was declared in August 1914, Freer was working as a boundary rider in Victoria; he 

stepped forward to enlist on the 9 September 1914 at Melbourne, aged 28.  In October of that year 

he embarked with the AIF from the Port of Melbourne on H.M.A.T Benalla for Egypt as part of the 

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force (MEF). 



Initially Freer served 

with the Victorian 8th 

Battalion as a lance 

corporal, his previous 

service saw him 

quickly promoted.  On 

Christmas Eve 1914, 

he was promoted to 

substantive corporal 

and given the rank of 

lance sergeant, he was 

transferred to the 

Headquarters of the 

2nd Infantry Brigade, 

apparently as a 

brigade policeman.  

 

Gerald was promoted to sergeant in mid January 1915.  Sergeant Freer landed on Anzac Cove on 

the first day, 25 April, and would serve as a military policeman for his time while on the peninsula.  

Initially Gerald was still a Brigade policeman, but was probably quickly seconded to serve with the 

1st Division’s MMP element. 

 

Military police duties on Gallipoli were expanded as conditions dictated and they were soon in 

control of the beach.   With each new offensive the need for fresh drafts and supplies increased.  

Military police were tasked with embarking new drafts and directing them to their units, assisting 

with the evacuation of casualties and guarding supplies.  Their primary duties as protection of 

Headquarters Staff still remained; they were also tasked with guarding the perimeter, (of the HQ 

area) against infiltration by the Turks.  Their duties required them to be on the beach most of the 

time, which brought them under constant sniper fire, and shrapnel bursts, as a result military police 

casualties were high.   

 

By December 1915 military police numbers on the peninsula had grown to approximately 120.  

Sergeant Freer was formally transferred to the 1st Division Headquarters on 9 December. The 

military police role had expanded to the extent that they were tasked with supervising the 

evacuation, which took place over two nights on 18 and 19 December 1915.  Freer had remained on 

Anzac except for several weeks on Lemnos through illness and took part in the final evacuation on 

the 19 December.   Freer was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for his work on Anzac; 
 

 

"Staff Sergeant, then Sergeant, Freer landed on 25 April as Military Police sergeant.  From 

then until evacuation, with the exception of a few weeks when he was in isolation camp 

Lemnos, he was present with the brigade or with Divisional Headquarters at Anzac.  In 

October he rejoined the Division and did conspicuously good work at Anzac on the nights of 

the evacuation. He was senior NCO of Police and by his conduct and example did a great 

deal in assisting the APM in his most difficult and arduous duties. 

 

 

In January 1916 Freer was promoted to Staff Sergeant and formally transferred into the newly 

forming Anzac Provost Corps.  In April 1916 Major John Williams, APM, 1st Anzac Corps, was 

dispatched to France to form the APC in France, Freer was chosen to be part of that vanguard.  

Freer would continue to serve with the 1st Division Headquarters, once again in October 1916 Freer 

was recognised for his brave and courageous work as a military policeman; 
 



“Squadron Sergeant Major FREER has done good work with the MMP since his arrival in 

France.  At POZIERES, from 19-25 July and 16-22 August 1916, this NCO was assisting in 

traffic control immediately behind the firing line, and carried out his duties in a most 

excellent and unexcitable manner whilst under shellfire.  He rendered great assistance to 

AMC (medical) vehicles evacuating wounded from Advanced Dressing Stations.” 
 

On 13 April 1917 Freer was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant and appointed as a Traffic Control Officer 

(TCO).   All traffic control was administered by Divisional APM's and overseen by their TCO's 

who were all members of the APC, and also referred to as APM learners.  All junior officers of the 

APC were required to undertake all duties carried out by an APM, prior to any promotion as an 

APM.  

 

After a brief stint attached to the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound, on 20 April 

1917, Freer was attached to the 5th Australian Division as TCO, on 13 August he was 

promoted to Lieutenant, and again was recognised for his devotion to duty; 
 

“This officer has done splendid work between BIRR CROSS ROADS and FESTROEK, east 

of YPRES, under shellfire.  Through his courage and resourcefulness he maintained the 

traffic during the whole of this period the Division was in the line.  One the 12 October 1917 

when the road between FESTROEK and JARGON CROSS ROADS was blown up, by his 

courage, coolness and initiative was personally responsible for getting away a considerable 

number of vehicles and horses saving many men.  He set a splendid example to all men on 

the road.” 
 

In December 1917 Lieutenant Freer took charge of the 2nd Division Provo’s as acting APM, while 

Major Brown was away from the division for about a month. At the completion of that detachment 

he was attached to the Australian 3rd Division Headquarters as TCO. 

 

On 8 February 1918 Lieutenant Freer returned to the 5th Division, where he remained as TCO for 

the remainder of time on the Western Front.  On 25 April 1918 Gerald’s sister, Kathleen married 

Sergeant Patrick Connors back in Uppingham.  Pat Connors was born in New Zealand but served in 

the AIF, he was also a member of the Australian Provost Corps. 

 

In October 1918 because of his early enlistment, 

Gerald Freer became eligible for three months 

furlough in Australia.  Lieutenant Freer was 

given a passage back to Australia aboard the 

Gaika; his appointment in the AIF was 

terminated on 16 February 1919. 

 

After the war Freer appears to have spent time 

in the Wagga district, it was here in 1920 that he 

married Ethel Cotton.  By 1924 a census shows 

the couple living at Newtown (Sydney), it 

doesn’t appear that the couple had any children.  

The obituary shown indicates that Gerald was 

badly scalded at work in 1936, he died as a 

result of his injuries on 20 May, he was 48 years of age.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



354 LIEUTENANT Edward John McKAY, MID, CdeG. 

31st Battalion/ TCO Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Edward McKay hailed from Rockhampton, Queensland, as a young man he served as a naval cadet 

for two and a half years.  Edward enlisted on 31 July 1915, becoming part of the Queensland 31st 

Battalion. 

 

Serving as a sergeant with B Company, McKay 

arrived in Egypt on 7 December, the Gallipoli 

campaign was drawing to a close and no further 

battalions were being sent there.  The 31st 

Battalion remained in Egypt, training until its 

move to the Western front in mid-June 1916. 

 

The 31st Battalion received its baptism of fire in 

the Fleurbaix sector, during the Battle of 

Fromelles on 19-20 July.  The battle cost many of 

the newly formed battalion’s very dearly, the 31st 

Battalion losing it’s fair share of men, Sergeant 

McKay was relatively lucky, he was ‘winged’ 

during the fighting, receiving a gunshot wound to 

his elbow. 

 

Edward received treatment for his wound in 

France and didn’t require evacuation to England.  

By October he was fit enough to rejoin his 

battalion. 

 

After a stint at the Machine Gun School and then 

a period of leave in the UK, Sergeant McKay was 

promoted (in the field), becoming a 2nd Lieutenant 

on 20 December 1916.  After several months, on 2 

May 1917, Edward was promoted to Lieutenant. 

 

On 19 September 1917 Lieutenant McKay was detached to the Provost Corps.  

Edward served under the APM for the 5th Division, Major Edgar Langley, DSO.  

McKay also assisted and worked alongside Lieutenant Gerald Freer, the TCO for the 5th Division. 

 

McKay spent most of the remainder of the war attached to the Provost Corps.  On 9 December 

Edward briefly rejoined the 31st Battalion, ten days later he was back with the provosts. 

 

For Lieutenant McKay’s actions during and after the big push of 8 August 1918, Major Langley 

recommended Edward for the Military Cross.  McKay was mentioned in despatch and subsequently 

awarded the Croix-de-Guerre.  His citation read. 

 

During the period covering 8th to 13th August, this Officer showed conspicuous gallantry 

and devotion to duty.  He was continually on the road between Villers Bretonneux and 

Harbonnieres and during the shelling of Warfusee-Abancourt and Harbonnieres, through 

his disregard of danger and his example to traffic sentries and other rank and file on the 

road, he maintained a continuous stream of traffic thereby avoiding delays in getting guns, 

etc., forward. 



In October 1918 Lieutenant Freer returned to Australia (because of his early enlistment).  

Lieutenant McKay formally took over the duties of the TCO for the 5th Division.  On 5 November 

McKay was formally transferred to the Australian Provost Corps. 

 

Towards the end of 1918 Major Langley was forced to return to Australia because of ill health.  

Captain Basil Cooper became DAPM (now designated Divisional Assistant Provost Marshall), after 

several months Captain Cooper was himself forced to leave the division through ill health. 

 

Edward was himself laid low by influenza, admitted to hospital at Abbeville on 11 November 1918 

(Armistice Day).  A week later Edward was fit enough to rejoin his unit.  

 

Lieutenant McKay continued to serve with the 5th Divisional Provosts for the remainder of 1918 

and much of 1919.  On 1 July 1919 Edward was posted to England, on 17 July he reported to the 

Provosts London Headquarters. 

 

Granted two weeks leave on 14 August, Edward chose to return to France and Belgium to take his 

break.  Edward McKay elected to take his discharge in the UK; his appointment in the AIF was 

terminated on 19 October 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1651 CORPORAL Edwin Jubilee ADAMS 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Edwin Adams was born and bred at Bracknell in Tasmania.  Edwin described himself as a single, 

28-year-old labourer, when he chose to enlist in Victoria in early 1916.  Initially Edwin became part 

of N company with the 4th Depot Battalion (location unknown?) and shortly thereafter on 21 March 

1916, part of A company, 1st Depot Battalion at Ascot Vale.  Edwin only remained at the Ascot 

Vale depot for ten days.   

                                                                 

Sent to the larger Broadmeadows 

Camp, Edwin became part of the 2nd 

re-enforcements for the 58th Battalion, 

his arrival date at Broadmeadows, the 

31 March 1916, became his official 

enlistment date.  Only four days after 

his arrival at Broadmeadows Edwin’s 

draft was aboard the troopship 

Euripides (shown above) sailing from the Port of Melbourne bound for the Middle East.  The 

Euripides docked at Alexandria on 8 May 1916.   

 

Instead of joining the 58th Battalion, Edwin was transferred to the 57th Battalion, joining his new 

Battalion at their Ferry Post camp.  It was not before Edwin was once again on the move as the 57th 

Battalion sailed for France on 17 June 1916, arriving at Marseilles on 28 June. 

 

Shortly after his arrival in France Edwin was attached to the 15th Brigade Headquarters, at the 

completion of that detachment Edwin rejoined the 57th Battalion.  Edwin continued to serve with his 

Battalion on the Western Front until 2 May 1917; that was when he received his first leave to the 

UK, like most Edwin was granted ten days leave.  Edwin rejoined his Battalion on 15 May. 

 

Officially Edwin continued to serve with the 57th Battalion while on the Western Front.  However, 

while his documents don’t show any formal transfer, it would appear that in early 1918 he started to 

spend time as a traffic man.  A list from May 1918 shows Edwin’s name amongst a list of the 5th 

Division’s provosts, possibly on traffic duties, but also just as feasible he may have been actually 

carrying out military police duties.  

 

It was not until 3 September 1918, that Edwin was formally transferred from the 57th 

Battalion to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment.  Edwin then transferred to 

the Australian Provost Corps several months later, on 10 December 1918. 

 

In early February 1919 Edwin was promoted to Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal, a rank commonly 

being used at this time by the Australian provosts.  It was not until late May 1919, with the 

reduction of troop numbers in France that Edwin was posted back to Tidworth in the UK.  Tidworth 

continued to be the main centre of Australian military police activity in England, Edwin continued 

to serve as a MP.  

 

It was not until early October 1919, that Edwin was granted a passage home to Australia aboard the 

Mahana.  It was 2 January 1920 that Edwin was discharged from the AIF at Melbourne.  Later 

correspondence on his file shows that he did return to Tasmania for a time, and that he lived in New 

Zealand for the latter part of his life.  

 



 

102 SERGEANT Maurice ADAMS, MID 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Maurice Adams was one of the first to step forward when 

volunteers were called for the Light Horse in South Australia 

shortly after the outbreak of war.  Maurice’s date of enlistment 

was 17 August 1914, the same day that the 3rd Light Horse 

Regiment began forming.  

 

Maurice described himself as a groom and that he was 34 

years of age, judging by his claim of some 16 years military 

experience in the ‘old country’ he was probably older.  Adams 

had spent three years with the British Army in South Africa 

during the Boer War.  By the outbreak of the war he and his 

wife, Annie were living in Adelaide.  Annie at some stage 

would move back to England during the war. 

 

Two of the three squadrons of the 3rd Regiment were from 

South Australia; the other was raised in Tasmania.  The 

regiment sailed in late October 1914 and arrived in Egypt in 

the second week of December.  Here they linked up with the 

1st and 2nd Regiments to form the 1st Light Horse Brigade. 

 

Maurice’s documents show him being sent to Gallipoli on 8 May 1915, to fight dismounted, the 1st 

Brigade actually landed on 12 May.  The 3rd Light Horse played a defensive role throughout the 

campaign and was in reserve when it’s sister regiments attacked as part of the August offensive 

(luckily for the regiment).   

 

Maurice Adams part on the peninsula was to end earlier than that, he reported to the 16th Casualty 

Clearing Station on 29 July suffering diarrhoea.  Three days later he was evacuated for treatment to 

Mudros. 

 

While on Mudros one of Maurice’s legs gave him problems, initially he was diagnosed as suffering 

cellulitis.  On 18 December Maurice was sent to Malta for treatment, his condition was re-

diagnosed as fibrositis and then periostitis. 

 

 On 26 January 1916 Maurice was fit enough to return to Egypt.  Maurice only briefly 

rejoined his brigade.  On 12 March he was transferred to the Military Mounted Police 

of the 5th Australian Division, joining the Division at Ferry Post. 

 

The Headquarters element of the 5th Division (to which the provost’s belonged) sailed for the 

Western Front aboard the Transylvania on 17 June 1916.  Shortly after his arrival in France 

Maurice Adams was promoted to sergeant.  Sergeant Adams remained attached to the 5th Division 

until February 1918.   

 

 

In September 1917 his service to the Division was recognised, when he was mentioned in despatch 

by General Hobbs.  Adam’s citation read: 

 

 



This N.C.O. has been with the Division since its formation. 

 

His work has been conspicuous throughout the period, especially the time the Division was 

at the SOMME, where he showed exceptional ability in handling “Battle Stragglers” and 

other work in connection with trench Warfare, more particularly during the advance on 

Bapaume (shown below) and beyond in March 1917.  His arrangements for entering the 

village taken by the Infantry during the advance East of Bapaume were very thorough.  He 

personally supervised these arrangements.  

 

 
 
On 9 February 1918 Sergeant Adams was posted back to Tidworth, England.  Maurice remained at 

Tidworth until June.  Tidworth was a large military town near the Salisbury Plains training areas, it 

also held the largest concentration of Australian military police in England.   

 

In June, Maurice was sent on a two-month detachment to the Australian Provost Headquarters in 

London.  Upon completion of that duty Maurice returned to Tidworth.   

 

Because of his 1914 enlistment Maurice became due for three months furlough.  On 20 October 

1918 he boarded a troopship bound for Australia, officially his tasking for the return voyage being 

‘Submarine Guard Duty’. 

 

Maurice’s documents don’t indicate if his wife Annie was still in England at that time, if so she 

would presumably also have accompanied him.  Maurice Adams would have been discharged from 

the AIF in early 1919.  

 

 

Maurice Adams campaign medals; the first 

two medals are from his service in South 

Africa (Boer War) and show he saw 

extensive action there.  The remaining three 

are his WWI medals, the first is the Gallipoli 

star, the oak clasp on the last medal is in 

recognition of his Mention in Dispatch. 

 

 

 



7241 CAPTAIN Lancelot Mark ADDISON 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Lance Addison was born in the Tenterfield district of the Northern Rivers district of New South 

Wales.  By August 1915 he was 45 years of age, still unmarried, and working as a Barrister in the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Lance enlisted on 31 

August 1915, and initially 

was allotted as a re-

enforcement for the 8th 

Field Ambulance.  Lance 

sailed for the Middle East 

as a private, aboard the 

troopship Ascanius (shown 

right) in December (?) 

1915, arriving at Suez in 

January 1916. 

 

 Rather than joining a field ambulance unit on 27 March 1916 Lance transferred to 

the APM’s office of the 5th Division, joining the division as a MMP (military 

mounted police) at their Tel-el-Kebir camp.  The APM for the 5th Division was Major Edgar 

Langley, DSO.  Langley was a well-respected officer, both within the division as well by his own 

MMP.  

 

 Lance Addison was promoted to corporal on 19 

April 1916, however it was not long before he 

was recognised for his leadership and he was 

promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on 29 July 1916.   

 

Officially Lieutenant Addison appears to have 

been granted his commission with the 3rd 

Battalion, but appears to have almost 

immediately seconded for service with the 

Anzac Provost Corps.  On 1 August 1916 Lance 

sailed for England aboard the Lake Manitoba, he 

continued to serve with the military police.  

 

On 1 January 1917 Lance was promoted to 

lieutenant (substantive) and in mid-February 

was seconded as a staff captain with the AIF 

depots in the UK.  The photo on the following 

page comes from a British Official Photograph, 

the conditions are obviously wintry, as can be 

seen by the greatcoats.  Lieutenant Addison is 

circled in the rear row, also circled, sitting in the 

front row is Colonel J. Williams the head of the 

Anzac Provost Corps.  The photo would have 

been taken at Tidworth.                 



 

Captain Addison remained in England for the majority of 1917.  On 5 November 1917, he was 

posted to France and was detached for duty with the I ANZAC Headquarters; he relinquished his 

rank of captain and reverted back to his substantive rank of lieutenant upon his arrival in France.   

 

With the amalgamation of I and II ANZAC Headquarters Lance was posted to Australian Corps 

Headquarters, continuing to serve in France.  Lance was once again promoted to the temporary rank 

of captain while he was being employed in the office of the APM Australian Corps, working for 

Colonel William Smith. 

 

On 22 July 1918, Lance Addison was posted back to the UK.  Lance once again reverted to his 

substantive rank of lieutenant when he marched into Bhurtpore barracks at Tidworth on 7 August.   

 

Lance was once again promoted to captain on 15 March 1919.  On 1 July Lance was briefly 

attached to the High Commissioners Office in London.  Only two weeks later Lance was granted a 

passage home to Australia aboard the Orsova. 

 

Lance Addison’s appointment with the AIF was terminated on 7 November 1919, after the war he 

settled in Hunter’s Hill, Sydney.   Lance was awarded the MBE (Most Excellent Order of the 

British Empire) on 12 December 1919, the award recognising his ‘valuable services’ in connection 

with the war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



1339 TROOPER James Kent BIRD 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

James Kent Bird was the son of Emily and the late James Bird; he was born in Bendigo, Victoria.   

James was working as a baker in Melbourne prior to enlisting on 24 August 1914; he was 20 years 

of age when joined up. 

 

Initially James served as a driver in the 2nd Brigade Ammunition Column.  He served on Gallipoli, 

but was evacuated off the peninsula due to the effects of dysentery on 6 September 1915. 

 

Evacuated to Cairo for treatment at the No1 General Hospital, James didn’t return to Gallipoli, 

instead he remained in Egypt.  In April 1916 James was one of many men who responded to a call 

to join the rapidly expanding Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

On 3 April James was sent to a training camp at Abbassia, near Cairo, for a three-month assessment 

and induction course, those that were not suitable or changed their minds were returned to their unit.  

James appears to have completed the course but does not appear to have served as a military 

policeman.  

 

Instead James was transferred back to the 2nd Artillery Brigade.  On 21 September 1916 James was 

transferred from Egypt to England, still at this time with the artillery.  After a short time at a detail 

company at Weymouth, James was sent to the Australian Artillery Training Depot at Parkhouse.  

 

James then appears to have attempted to re-transfer to the Provost Corps.  James marched out to 

Bhurtpore Barracks for further military police training on 8 October.  On 16 November James was 

detached to work with the Garrison Military Police (AGMP) in London.  James at this time still 

appears to have been (officially) with the 2nd Artillery Brigade. 

 

On 1 February 1917, prior to being sent to France, James was transferred from the 

artillery and detached to the Anzac Provost Corps.  Now officially a trooper with the 

Provost Corps, on 3 February, James was sent to France.  For the remainder of his time overseas 

James was to serve with the 5th Division Provosts. 

 

On 13 April 1917 James attended the 7th Field Ambulance, suffering the affects of venereal disease.  

James was sent to the 51st General Hospital at Boulogne for treatment.  James’ documents show he 

received treatment for 71 days, before being deemed fit enough to rejoin his unit. 

 

Trooper James Bird continued to serve with the 5th Division under the APM, Major Langley, DSO, 

for the remainder of 1917 and much of 1918.  Because of his 1914 enlistment in August 1918, 

James became due for three months furlough back to Australia.  Sent to England on 28 August 

1918, James was granted leave, while on leave in 

Chelsea he married Florence Ethel Simmond.  

 

On 8 October 1918 James boarded the troopship 

Port Sydney, at Taranto in Italy, unusual when 

considering that he had been recently married in 

England.  Florence was apparently not given a 

berth until a few months later (not verified).  

James disembarked in Melbourne on 2 December 

1918 and was discharged shortly afterwards.  

  



1876 SERGEANT Lionel Edgar BIRD, MM 

59th Battalion/5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

Lionel Bird was born at Nubeck, Victoria.  Lionel gave his trade as a farmer when he joined up at 

Melbourne on 4 April 1916; he was nearly 26 years of age. 

 

Private Bird was originally allotted to the 3rd re-enforcements, 57th Battalion.  Those men sailed 

aboard the Ajana on 8 July 1916. 

 

Arriving in England on 31 August, Lionel continued training for the remainder of 1916.  When he 

was sent to France on 6 December he was transferred to the 59th Battalion, not the 57th. 

 

Upon his arrival in France Lionel was admitted to hospital (suffering scabies).  He finally joined the 

59th Battalion on 29 December 1916.  Six days later Lionel was promoted to Lance Corporal.  When 

a Corporal Jones was evacuated to England in June 1917 Lionel was promoted to Corporal.  

 

On 16 July Corporal Bird was detached to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control 

Detachment.  Lionel was promoted to Sergeant on 2 October 1917; he was formally 

transferred to the Traffic Detachment on 23 November. 

 

Lionel remained as the Senior NCO in charge of the traffic men for the remainder of the war.  For 

his actions near Villers Brettoneux during the ‘Big Push’ of August 1918, the APM, Major Langley, 

recommended Sergeant Bird for the Military Medal.  His citation read as follows:   

 

On the morning of the 8/8/18 this N.C.O. by his splendid example under heavy shell fire, 

kept the traffic control posts entrusted to his charge from WARFUSEE-ABANCOURT to 

BAYONVILLERS, east of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX well in order.  At great personal risk he 

kept the roads clear and refused to leave his post until the rush on the roads had quietened.  

 

On 10 March 1919 Lionel was struck down by the flu that affected both soldiers and civilians.  He 

didn’t return to duty until 4 April.  Lionel became due for a return passage to Australia in mid-May 

1919.  Lionel returned to England to await his passage. 

 

Returning aboard the Fredrichsruhe (?), Lionel disembarked on Australian soil on 1 September.  

Lionel Bird was discharged from the AIF on 17 October 



3201 CORPORAL Allan Scott BISHOP, MSM 

5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

Allan Bishop enlisted at Adelaide on 4 December 1915.  Allan was 36 years old at the time.  On 

enlistment Allan stated that he was ‘navvying’ prior to joining up. 

 

Allotted to the 7th re-enforcements, 32nd Battalion, Private Scott sailed for England aboard the 

Matakuta (most probably in late June 1916).  Once in England these men where sent to the 8th 

Training Battalion at Larkhill. 

 

Private Bishop was sent to France on 12 November 1916.  Allan was taken on strength with the 32nd 

Battalion on the Western Front on 23 November.   

 

On 11 January 1917 Allan attended the 8th Field Ambulance suffering the flu.  Allan didn’t rejoin 

his battalion until 30 January. 

 

 Major Langley, DSO; APM for the 5th Division, employed Private Bishop in clerical 

duties from May 1917, he took over that role from Corporal _____.  On 2 October 

1917 Allan was promoted to Corporal.  Allan Bishop remained as Major Langley’s clerk (and then 

subsequent APM’s) for the remainder of the war. On 17 November Allan was formally transferred 

to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment, the traffic men worked in conjunction with 

Langley’s Divisional provosts. 

 

Once again in October 1918 Allan was admitted to the 8th Field Ambulance suffering from the flu.  

On this occasion he was only away from his unit four days.  Captain Cooper, DAPM (Divisional 

Assistant Provost Marshal) took over from Major Langley in late 1918.  On 31 January 1919 he 

recommended Corporal Scott for the Meritorious Service Medal.  The recommendation read as 

follows: 

         For devotion to duty and gallantry under shell fire. 

 

This N.C.O. has been employed on clerical duties in charge of D.A.P.M.’s office 

since May 1917.  His work has always been of a very high standard and he has shown 

himself to be thoroughly reliable and trustworthy. 

 

Although the immediate vicinity of place of work has been bombed and under heavy 

shell fire on numerous occasions, he has always remained at his post and has shown an 

utter disregard for his own personal safety.    

 

On the night of the 29th September, 1918, he carried an urgent message from his 

Headquarters to a provost officer in BELLICOURT.  At the time the road between 

HARGICOURT and BELLICOURT was being heavily and incessantly shelled.  His action 

set a fine example of courage and devotion to duty to his comrades. 

 

Allan Bishop remained with the 5th 

Division until 31 May 1919, when he 

returned to England to await his passage 

home.  On 23 July Allan boarded the 

Ulysses and began his return voyage to 

Australia, disembarking at Melbourne on 

30 August.  Allan Bishop was discharged 

from the AIF on 16 October 1919. 

 



1506 CORPORAL Edward Alfred BOGGIS 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division                

Australian Provost Corps               

 

Edward Boggis was a carter prior to enlisting, he stated that he was 26 years of age and still single. 

Edward joined up on 11 April 1915, he listed his mother, Mrs Isabel Ward from Surry Hills as his 

next-of-kin. 

 

Private Boggis became part of the 1st reinforcements for the 19th Battalion, training at the Liverpool 

Camp. After less than a months’ training Edward’s draft was sailing for active service aboard the 

Themistocles, departing Sydney on 12 May 1915.   

 

The 19th Battalion itself didn’t sail for Egypt until 25 June 1915. The battalion arrived in Egypt a 

month later, moving to establish a camp at Heliopolis. Presumably Edward’s draft joined the 

battalion at Heliopolis shortly after that. 

 

The 19th Battalion landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 16 August 1915. The battalion participated 

in the last major action of the August Offensive – the attack on Hill 60. The battalion then settled 

into defensive positions, from mid-September until the final withdrawal the 19th Battalion was 

responsible for the defence of Pope’s Hill.  

 

Edward however only lasted on the peninsula until the end of September, when he was evacuated 

back to Egypt (Heliopolis) with what was diagnosed as potentially heart disease. Edward recovered 

sufficiently not to be sent home to Australia, he had probably not returned to his battalion, even in 

early 1916. 

 

On 3 April 1916 Edward was discharged from a convalescent depot at Montazah, rather than 

returning to the 19th Battalion Edward volunteered to join the fledgling Anzac Provost Corps, which 

was coming together at a training centre at Abbassia. Boggis is shown as having been taken on 

strength by the military police on 3 April, it was probably a few days later that he actually arrived at 

Abbassia, the men are shown on parade below.  

 

 



Much of the military police training was carried out in the grounds and buildings of the 14th AGH 

(Australian General Hospital). 

 

Edward was one of those sent 

to England at the completion 

of his training aboard the 

Tunisian on 3 August 1916, 

this contingent helped to 

establish a U.K. depot for the 

Anzac Provost Corps, initially 

it was located at Parkhouse, 

but after a short time it was 

moved to a more permanent 

home at Bhurtpore barracks at 

Tidworth. Tidworth was a 

British Army Garrison, the men were accommodated in comfortable rooms, complete with electric 

lighting! 

 

Boggis remained at Tidworth up until mid-November 1917, when he was posted for duty with the 

Australian Military Police at the London Detachment, Major Brown was the APM in charge. The 

London men were akin to those carrying out military policing in Australia, however over the next 

few years there was little or no difference between the London Detachment and other members’ of 

the corps, the corps rotation policy seeing to that.  

 

In mid-March 1918 Edward spent two weeks in hospital, his illness diagnosed as pyorrhoea. It was 

not until 22 June 1918 that Boggis returned to Tidworth. Edward’s return to Bhurtpore Barracks 

was in preparation for a transfer to the Western Front.  

 

On 11 July 1918 Trooper Boggis was sent to France, on 18 July he joined the Australian Provost 

Corps in France. Edward’s first ‘attachment’ in France was for duty with a ‘Liaison Force’, which 

he carried out for a little over a week. At the completion of that duty he was attached 

for duty with the 5th Divisional Headquarters MMP. Edward for the remainder of his 

active service on the Western Front, he remained in France until 10 January 1919. 

 

On 10 January trooper Boggis returned to England as he became eligible for a return berth to 

Australia. Edward was then shuffled between various depots, on 10 February he was promoted to 

corporal. Edward appears to have been happy to remain on duty in the U.K., rather than returning to 

Australia (as his relatively early 1915 enlistment had made him eligible for).  

 

1919 saw him on duty at Tidworth and then the smaller Warminster Detachment and then from 

mid-November 1919 at Warwick Square with the London Detachment. It was not until February 

1920 that Edward prepared for his own return to Australia.  



Edward was granted a few weeks leave subject to being recalled when a berth became available, he 

was given that berth aboard the Ceramic back to Australia on 12 March 1920. Four days into the 

voyage Edward was admitted to the ship’s hospital ward suffering from scabies, he remained in 

hospital for a week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ceramic disembarked its troops at Sydney on 6 May 1920. Corporal Edward Alfred Boggis 

was discharged from the AIF on 4 August 1920. 

 

 

 

 

861 CORPORAL Maurice Joseph BROWN 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division                

Australian Provost Corps               

 

Maurice Brown originally hailed from London, he listed one of his sisters as his next-of-kin when 

he enlisted, she still lived in London.  Maurice was working in South Australia when he enlisted on 

18 December 1914; he was still single and was 21years of age. 

 

Trooper Brown spent until the end of January 1915 at a Light Horse Base Depot in South Australia. 

Brown became part of the 4th re-enforcements for the 1st Light Horse Regiment; the 3rd Regiment 

(?) had begun forming shortly after the outbreak of war and was primarily formed from South 

Australian men and men from Broken Hill.  

 

After further training in Australia and more training at an Egyptian depot, it was not until 6 August 

1915 that Maurice joined the 3rd LH Regiment on the Gallipoli peninsula.  Maurice then remained 

on Anzac Cove with his regiment until the regiment was evacuated at the end of the campaign, the 

regiment arriving back at Alexandria from Mudros on 26 December 1915. 

 

By the end of December Maurice was posted on regimental duties in Heliopolis.  

Trooper Brown was one of several men who volunteered to serve as MMP on 4 

March 1916.  Initially the group of men were earmarked for the 4th Division; however a week later 

they were all re-allotted to the headquarters of the 5th Australian Division. 

 



Joining the 5th Division at its Ferry Post camp the newly recruited MMP received their training 

from the experienced MMP that had come off Gallipoli.  The 5th Divisional MMP Detachment was 

capably led by Major Langley, Langley had been the 2IC of the 13th Light Horse Regiment and had 

served on Gallipoli. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maurice was with his unit when it transferred to the Western Front in June 1916.  Shortly after his 

move to France a Red Cross enquiry from South Australia was made in relation to Trooper Maurice 

Brown and a Private John Stone, requesting to know the whereabouts of the two soldiers. 

 

Trooper Brown was very nearly the subject of another Red Cross report in October 1916.  Maurice 

was sharing a dugout with fellow MMP, Harold Peak and Norman Lowe on 28 October, Peak and 

Lowe had apparently gone into the dugout to read when the dugout was struck by a shell, both were 

killed outright, Brown escaped the explosion without any injury. 

 

It was not until January 1917 that Maurice was granted leave to the U.K., no doubt a visit to his 

family in London of high priority.  Unfortunately part way through his leave on 22 January Maurice 

had to be admitted to the Bulford Military Hospital suffering from a venereal affliction.  Maurice 

admitted that he had probably contracted V.D. from a prostitute in Amiens, several weeks before 

embarking on his leave. 

 

Maurice remained at Bulford and then a Parkhouse hospital 

up until 21 March 1917, when he was discharged.  Brown 

appears to have been re-admitted back to the Bulford 

Hospital a short time later.  The list to the left is part of 

Brown’s Q record, it shows the specialist kit that the 

military police were being issued from 1916 onwards. 

 

On 25 June 1917 Maurice returned to duty, marching into 

No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  Brown remained 

at Perham Downs for a week before being sent to Tidworth 

for duty, rather than returning to France Maurice was posted 

to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth; several others from the 

5th Division MMP were rotated back to Tidworth around 

that same time as the corps implemented a rotation policy 

amongst the men.  Brown received a promotion to lance 

corporal, while at Tidworth. 

 

In September Maurice was sent on a detachment to 

Salisbury for a short period.  On 15 October he was 

promoted to the rank of corporal (Extra Regimental), he 

would retain that rank for the remainder of the war.  

 



Maurice remained posted around Tidworth for the remainder of 1918 and much of 1919.  During 

this period Brown was granted several periods of leave.  During one of those periods of leave on 23 

August 1919 he married Dora Manning at Clutton (?). 

 

 
Shortly after this event Corporal Brown applied to take his discharge in the U.K.  Surprisingly, 

despite having no family or dependents back in Australia Maurice’s first application was refused 

and he was actually earmarked for a passage back to Australia. A second application re-affirming 

that he had married an English lady and that he had the guarantee of employment in the U.K. as 

well as having no dependents in Australia was met more favourably. 

 

Maurice Brown was discharged from the AIF in London on 8 October 1919. 



1795 CORPORAL Louis Vincent CAMPBELL 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division                

Australian Provost Corps      

          

Born in Ballarat, Louis Campbell was nearly 29 years of age when he stepped forward at Rainbow 

on 2 June 1915.  Louis described himself as being a clerk upon enlisting.  Medically re-examined at 

Melbourne Louis was sent to the Seymour Camp to begin his training.  Initially Campbell became 

part of the 8th re-enforcements for the 6th Battalion.  Private Campbell was transferred to the 2nd re-

enforcements for the 24th Battalion in mid July. 

 

Campbell’s draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the Demosthenes on 16 July 1915.  Louis’ file 

shows that he spent only a brief time in Egypt; he joined the 24th Battalion on Anzac Cove on 29 

September. 

 

Louis was evacuated back to Egypt on 8 December suffering ‘Trench Feet’, a result of the extreme 

cold and poor conditions within the trenches.  It was not until late January 1916 that Campbell was 

released from hospital and sent to a convalescent depot. 

 

Private Campbell was back at a depot in March 1916 awaiting a return to his unit.  In late March 

and early April the call went out for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps, Louis 

put his name forward and formally began training as a military policeman at Abbassia on 3 April 

1916. 

 

Louis was one of a large contingent of men that sailed for duty in the U.K. following four months at 

Abbassia.  After a little over two months at Parkhouse and then at Tidworth, Louis was posted for 

duty with the Woolwich Detachment.  Presumably Louis spent the last few months of 1916 and all 

of 1917 with the Woolwich Detachment.  

 

Louis’ file shows him with the Bournemouth Detachment in January 1918.  In early June 1918 

Campbell was warned out for a rotation to France.  Louis marched into the Cavalry Base Depot at 

Rouen on 6 June and a week later marched out for duty with the MMP element of the Australian 

Corps Headquarters. 

 

On 26 September 1918 Trooper Campbell was detached for duty with the 5th 

Australian Division, after about a week Louis was promoted to lance corporal.  Louis 

only remained with the 5th Divisional MMP for just under a month when he was once again posted 

back to Australian Corps Headquarters.  

 

Campbell remained posted to 

France right up until June 

1919, in early February he 

received promotion to corporal 

and in April had been granted 

two weeks leave, which he 

took in the U.K. After his time 

in France he briefly returned to 

Tidworth.  On 9 August 1919 

he boarded the Ceramic 

(shown left) to return to 

Australia.  Louis Campbell was 

discharged in Victoria from the 

AIF on 26 November 1919. 



401/2390 CORPORAL Leslie Patrick CARROLL 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Les Carroll was 23 years of age when he volunteered to serve at Sydney on 2 May 1916. This was 

actually his second enlistment, he had enlisted in mid-October 1914, and on that occasion he had 

trained and served (overseas) with the 7th Light Horse Regiment. Unfortunately a venereal affliction 

saw him sent home to Australia aboard the Kyarra on 10 June 1915, presumably having only seen 

service in Gallipoli. Les was discharged from the AIF on 17 September 1915. 

 

Les declared his previous service with the 7th Light Horse, but it’s unlikely that he declared exactly 

why he had returned to Australia. On his second enlistment Les was sent to Kiama for signals 

training on 5 June 1916, at the completion of his signals training Private Carroll was sent to the 

Bathurst Army camp where he was allotted as a 54th Battalion reinforcement. 

 

Les sailed as part of the 4th reinforcements for the 54th Battalion, embarking from Sydney aboard 

the Aeneas on 30 September. The Aeneas arrived at Plymouth (U.K.) on 19 November 1916. Upon 

their arrival in England the 54th Battalion reinforcements were sent to the 14th Training Battalion. 

 

On 8 February 1917 Les (and presumably others from his draft) crossed the English Channel to the 

Etaples depot. Private Leslie Carroll was taken on strength by the 54th Battalion on the Western 

front on 26 February. 

 

Les had a week away from his battalion in early May 1917, the result of a bout of the flu. In late 

August Les was detached for duty with the 5th Divisional Signal Company. Les remained with the 

signals company throughout 1918, during the year he became eligible for several periods of leave 

which he took in England.  

 

On 16 January 1919 Les was detached for service with the 5th Division’s APM. A short 

time later Les was formally taken on strength by the Australian Provost Corps. Les 

Carroll remained with the 5th Division’s MMP up until June 1919. In mid-March he received 

promotion to corporal.  

 



In June 1919 he returned to duty at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. Corporal remained at Tidworth 

throughout 1919, he remained in the U.K. well into the first few months of 1920 (with the London 

Detachment). It was not until mid-June 1920 that Les arrived back at Sydney aboard the Indarra. 

Leslie Patrick Carroll was discharged from the AIF on 22 August 1920.  

 

October 1920 sees Les Carroll serving with the Royal Australian Navy, Les sort confirmation from 

the army that his ‘conduct and character whilst a member of the AIF’ had been good. His first 

enlistment and return to Australia due to venereal disease was noted (apparently not detrimentally 

so!) 

 

Within the navy Les became an officer’s 

steward, 3rd class. Les signed up for 12 years 

with the navy, he served at HMAS Cerberus 

(the navy’s main training base on the 

Mornington peninsula and then HMAS 

Penguin and then HMAS Platypus (also both 

training bases, Penguin at Balmoral on 

Sydney Harbour and Platypus at Neutral Bay.  

 

It appears he may have been discharged in 

1924. A letter on his army file shows him 

intending to move to Wellington in New 

South Wales in 1929 to live and work. Les is 

recorded as passing away at Branxton in the Hunter Valley in 1951.  

 

 

 

 

 

70 WARRANT OFFICER Francis Cecil CARTER 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division                

Australian Provost Corps               

 

Frank Carter hailed from Orooroo, South Australia.  By the outbreak of war he was 28 years of age 

and working as a clerk in Adelaide.  Frank enlisted at Morphettville (Adelaide) on 19 August 1914; 

two days after the call went out for volunteers for a light horse unit were called for. 

 

The 3rd Light Horse Regiment was comprised of two South Australian squadrons and one raised in 

Tasmania.  The regiment sailed for Egypt in late October 1914, arriving in Egypt during the second 

week of December.  Here the regiment joined up with the 1st and 2nd Regiments to form the 1st Light 

Brigade.  

 

Frank held the rank of sergeant within the regiment.  The 1st Light Brigade was landed on Gallipoli 

on 12 May 1915.  The 3rd Light Horse Regiment played a defensive role throughout the campaign, 

the regiment did not take part in the August offensive that cost their sister regiments so dearly in 

terms of casualties.  Frank remained on the peninsula until his regiment was evacuated in 

December. 

 

Back in Egypt Frank remained with the Brigade until early March 1916.  On 4 March Frank was 

transferred to the MMP (Mounted Military Police) of the 4th Australian Division retaining his rank 

of sergeant.  Like Walter Ellard, Frank was a week later re-allotted to the MMP of the 5th Division, 

joining the Headquarter element of the Division at Ferry Post. 



 The 5th Division provosts under Major Edgar Langley DSO sailed with their division 

for the Western Front aboard the Transylvania on 17 June 1916.  The ship docked at 

Marseilles on 23 June. 

 

Frank Carter remained attached to the 5th Division while on the Western Front.  In October 1917 

Frank was given his first major break when was granted two weeks leave in the UK.  On 2 March 

1918 Frank was sent to the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction for a two-week course.  

 

When Squadron Sergeant Major Martin was gassed at Corbie on 13 May 1918, and subsequently 

evacuated to England, Sergeant Carter was promoted.  Frank became an Extra Regimental 

Squadron Major (Warrant Officer Class II) on 22 May and now led the NCO’s and troopers of his 

unit. 

 

Frank remained in charge until mid-September 1918. On 14 September he was admitted to the 41st 

Stationary Hospital suffering from venereal disease.  Frank underwent treatment for 58 days, during 

that time his substantive rank returned to Sergeant.  

 

By the completion of his treatment Frank had become due for three months furlough back to 

Australia.  From the Base Depot at Le Havre he was sent back to England to await a passage home. 

 

On 14 December 1918 Frank Carter boarded the Burmah and began his voyage back to Australia.  

On 2 May 1919 Frank was discharged from the AIF in his home state of South Australia. 

 

 

 

10 SERGEANT Claude CHAMBERLAIN 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division                

Australian Provost Corps          

 

Claude Chamberlain was 25 years of age and described himself as a gardener when he enlisted on 

19 August 1914. Born in Dorset, England, by 1914 Claude was living and working in Victoria.  

 

At the Broadmeadows Camp Claude was allotted to the Headquarters of the 2nd Infantry Brigade. 

By the time he sailed on 21 October 1914 aboard the Orveito he was acting as an orderly to 

Brigadier General McCay. One of Claude’s brothers [Charles] would serve with the Canadian 

Forces during the war.  

 



Claude appears to have remained in that role for all of 1915, possibly towards the end of the 

Gallipoli campaign he may have been employed in military police duties (not verified). Upon his 

return to Egypt on 22 March 1916 Claude was transferred to the 5th Divisional 

Headquarters as one of the sergeants in charge of its MMP. Sergeant Chamberlain 

appears to have held that role for just over three months.  

 

On 27 June 1916 his file shows him reverting to the rank of private as he joined the 59th Battalion. 

An entry dated February 1917 shows him having been with the 15th Infantry Brigade Headquarters. 

Claude then appears to have transferred to the artillery.  

 

In mid-December 1917 Claude suffered an injury to his right thigh/knee that led to his evacuation to 

England. It was not until February 1918 that he prepared for a return to France, a further period in 

hospital because of a venereal affliction further slowed his return to the Western Front.  

 

When he finally did return to France on 25 July 1918 he formally joined the 5th Divisional DAC 

(Divisional Ammunition Column). Shortly after the Armistice Claude joined the 5th Divisional 

Artillery Headquarters.  

 

June 1919 saw Claude back in the UK and applying to take his discharge there. In his application 

Claude stated that he wished to join his brother in a business at Bournemouth (his brother having 

served in the Canadian Army). Claude also stated that he was due to be married shortly, and that his 

fiancé didn’t wish to travel to Australia.  

 

Claude Chamberlain was granted permission to take his discharge in England, he was discharged 

from the AIF on 12 August 1919. His post-war address was given as Hydethorpe Road, Balham in 

London. 

 

1789 PRIVATE William George CHAMBERS, MM 

60th Battalion / 5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

William Chambers was born at Hobart.  By 1915 he was 38 years of age and working as a shearer 

in Victoria.  William’s documents show that he was married.  

 

Enlisting on 5 May 1915, William didn’t sail until early in 1916.  It was not until 20 April 1916 that 

he joined the 60th Battalion at their Duntroon Plateau camp in Egypt. 

 

The 60th Battalion sailed for the Western Front aboard the Kinfauns (?) Castle on 18 June 1916.  

The troopship off-loaded the battalion at Marseilles, on 29 June. 

 

William doesn’t appear to have entered the frontline (or else only briefly doing so).  On 11 July he 

attended a Field Ambulance, with a complaint that was diagnosed as a hernia (inguinal).  William 

was sent back to England for treatment on 22 July. 



Receiving treatment at the Warnecliffe War Hospital in Sheffield, William was medically 

downgraded.  On 2 September 1916 he was fit enough to report to a depot at Perham Downs, his 

medical classification now rated B1A.  

 

In early October William was admitted to hospital in Bulford because of venereal disease.  William 

underwent treatment for 27 days.  On 28 November William was finally deemed fit enough to 

return to France.  From the base depot at Etaples he was sent back to the 60th Battalion, rejoining his 

battalion on 17 December.  

 

 Private Chambers was detached for duty with the APM, Major Langley, DSO, as part 

of the 5th Division’s Traffic Control Detachment on 25 February 1917.  William’s 

documents show that he rejoined his battalion on 20 April. 

 

William’s documents show that on 10 May he was detached for duty with the APM of the 2nd 

Division.  William served with the traffic men of the 2nd Division for a little over a month. 

 

William rejoined his battalion on 15 July.  On 9 August he was again sent to work with the 5th 

Divisional Traffic Control Detachment.  On 30 September 1917 Major Langley recommended 

Private Chambers for a bravery award because of his actions several days earlier.  Private 

Chambers’ citation read as follows: 

 

                     This soldier, who was doing Traffic Control duties on the Menin Road near the 

HOOGE CRATER, showed great coolness and courage during very heavy enemy shell fire 

on 25th September 1917, which lasted for several hours.  During this time an ammunition 

dump was blown up about 70 yards from his post and two or three motor lorries were also 

hit. 

 

                    The Traffic was very heavy and there would have been a very serious block, but 

it was only through his extreme coolness and courage that he controlled and directed the 

Traffic during the heavy shelling, thereby saving much Transport and many lives. 

 

                     Again on the 26th September during continued shelling he held his post and 

warned all traffic to safe points. 

 

William was recommended for the DCM for his actions, he was subsequently awarded the Military 

Medal. 

 

On 6 October William was granted leave in the UK.  William rejoined the 5 th Division on 22nd 

November. 

 

Private Chambers was formally transferred from the 60th Battalion to the 5th Divisional Traffic 

Control Detachment on 24 August 1918.  William went AWL (absent without leave) on 2 

September 1918, remaining absent for ten days. 

 

On 16 September William was formally court-martialled, coming before Major Langley for the 

charge.  Major Langley found him guilty of the offence and sentenced him to 14 days Field 

Punishment No2.  William also forfeited 24 days pay, for the period of his absence and his time 

while under sentence. 

 

In early January 1919 William returned to England, to await his passage back to Australia.  On 21 

March 1919 William Chambers boarded the troopship Kildonian Castle at Devonport, and began 

his return voyage to Australia.  



775 PRIVATE Victor COOKE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Victor Cooke described himself as a confectioner when he enlisted at Melbourne on 24 August 

1914.  Born in Nottingham, England Victor had three years service with the 4th Leicester Regiment, 

a militia unit in the U.K.  Victor was still single and was 22 years of age when he joined up.  

 

Private Cooke originally became part of G Company with the 6th Battalion. Victor joined the 6th 

Battalion at the now quite large Broadmeadows camp.  Musketry instruction was done at the 

Williamstown Rifle range not far from Broadmeadows.  Training was made uncomfortable through 

a lack of kit, decent greatcoats and boots being hard to come by. 

 

The bulk of the 6th and 7th Battalions boarded 

the Hororata (shown right), sailing on 19 

October 1914.  With over 2000 men and 150 

Officers onboard the troopship was very 

crowded, the men had to adapt to sleeping in 

hammocks with only three inches between.   

Towards the end of October, while at Albany 

in West Australia, A Company was 

transferred to the Omrah, this relieved the 

overcrowding to some extent.  

  

The convoy sailed from Albany on 1 

November.  The voyage to Egypt took almost six weeks, lectures and musketry practice helped 

keep the men occupied, the boxing contests and concerts were of more interest to the men as they 

whiled away the long hours at sea.  

 

The Hororata and Omrah both docked at Suez on 1 December 1914.  It was not until 6 December 

that the 6th Battalion started to disembark.  The battalion then entrained to Cairo and from there was 

marched to Mena where a large camp was located at the foot of the pyramids. 

 

Training soon recommenced in the desert, but leave was also liberal and the pyramids and ancients 

sites that Egypt offered were eagerly sort out by the enthusiastic Australian troops.  The battalion 

trained from Monday to Friday; Saturday was free for leave to Cairo, as was Sunday, (that was after 

the church parade).  With the reduction in companies Victor became part of D Company. 

 



The 6th Battalion left their Mena Camp for Alexandria on 3 April 1915, the battalion had yet to be 

informed of where they were heading.  The 6th Battalion once again joined the 7th Battalion aboard a 

troopship, as the two battalions boarded the Galeka. 

 

The Galeka sailed from Alexandria on 8 

April, once at sea the men were formally 

advised that their destination was the 

Dardanelles.  Once again conditions were 

cramped on board as the Galeka sailed 

towards Lemnos.  The Galeka docked at 

Mudros Harbour on Lemnos after three days.  

  

At Mudros the battalion practised 

disembarking from the troopship and then 

charging up the nearby hills.  It was not until 

the morning of the 24 April that the Galeka 

began heading towards the Gallipoli 

peninsula.  It was on 24 April that Albert 

accidentally broke his false teeth.   

 

Albert and the rest of the battalion were awoken around 2.30 am 

on that Sunday morning of 25 April 1915.  The men were given 

breakfast of stew and hot tea.  The men had to remain below as 

the 3rd Infantry Brigade began landing from 4.30 am onwards. 

   

The return of wounded men, some from the 7th Battalion, to the 

Galeka had a sobering effect upon the men of the 6th Battalion as 

they awaited their turn to land.  It was close to 6 am before the 

first boatloads of men from the 6th Battalion began making their 

way to shore.  The incoming boats came under heavy shrapnel 

and machine gun fire.  A number of men from the battalion were 

killed or wounded while landing, the photo to the right shows a 

boatload of men leaving the Galeka for the shore. 

 

The 6th Battalion landed as part of the ‘second wave’, ten days after the landing the 2nd Brigade (to 

which the 6th Battalion belonged) was transferred to Cape Helles (to the south of Anzac Cove).  

Here the Brigade was to assist British troops in the attack on the small village of Krithia.  The attack 

cost the brigade almost a third of its strength. After the failed attack the badly mauled battalion 

returned to Anzac Cove where it helped to defend the beachhead. 

 

Due to the 6th Battalion being nearly 500 men under strength it was held in reserve throughout all of 

June.  From the 3rd to the 18th July the bulk of the men from the battalion joined the 7th Battalion in 

manning the frontline in the left sector of ANZAC.  Shelling was quite heavy during this time.   

 

Upon resuming the reserve the battalion supplied a garrison that manned BRAUND’S Hill, the 

battalion also provide a party of 100 men for the 8th Battalion.  The 6th battalion only suffered light 

casualties during July. 

 

The battalion was in ‘bivouac’ in MONASH VALLEY for the first few days of August.  On 5 

August the battalion moved to rear in the rear of THOMPSON’S POST, the battalion was now 

tasked for an upcoming attack on GERMAN OFFICER’S TRENCH and the destruction of 

SNIPER’S TRENCH. 



 

The attack, which was to be in conjunction with the attack on LONE PINE, was launched just after 

midnight on 7 August 1915.  The attack on the GERMAN OFFICER’S TRENCH failed as quickly 

as it begun, the officer in charge choosing not to send more men to their deaths, an assault was not 

made on SNIPER’S TRENCH.  The 6th Battalion once again suffered heavy casualties, the unit’s 

war diary shows the figures;  

 

 
The next few days after the failed attack were spent in cleaning up and repairing the 6 th Battalion 

positions.  As well as battalion suffering more men killed and wounded, ill-health was causing 

numerous evacuations, once again leaving the battalion badly under strength. 

 

Early September saw the 6th Battalion still holding its section of the line, so badly depleted in 

strength that they were supplemented by several companies form the 5th and 8th Battalion’s.  On 6 

September 1915 the Victorian 22nd Battalion began taking over the 6th Battalion positions, the 

handover was complete by 9 September. 

 

The 6th Battalion then headed for a well earned break on Lemnos, the battalion’s war dairy shows 

that the battalion now only numbered 16 officers and 377 men.  The battalion arrived at Lemnos on 

10 September, here the battalion established a camp at Sarpi, here the battalion was allowed to 

recuperate and gradually eased back into a training regime. 

 

The battalion remained on Lemnos for the remainder of September and into October.  In mid 

October Victor was medically downgraded and in November he was re-admitted to hospital due to 

ill-health.  On Boxing Day 1915 Cooke boarded the hospital ship Soudan and was sent to Malta for 

further treatment. In early February 1916 Victor was fit enough to be sent to a convalescent depot 

(at Malta).  

 

By mid March 1916 Private Cooke was back in Egypt, with the call for volunteers to become 

military police Victor stepped forward to join the Anzac Provost Corps. On 3 April 1916 he joined 

several hundred other men at a training camp at Abbassia; here they were all assessed for their 

suitability to join the new corps. 

 

Cooke’s file shows 

that his behaviour, 

even during 

training, was at 

times marginal, 

even though he was 

now a military 

policeman.  In mid 

July he was absent 

from several 

parades and was 

also insolent towards an NCO, he received 4 and then 7 days CB (confined to barracks) for the 

offences. 

 



In early August Trooper Cooke was part of the large party of men sent to the U.K (as training at 

Abbassia wrapped up).  The men were initially based at Parkhouse, but shortly after were moved to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, this became the headquarters for the Anzac Provost Corps in 

England. 

 

In mid September 1916 Cooke again failed to report on time and was again awarded 7 days CB.  

Perhaps part of the reason for his tardiness in reporting may have been due to his distraction 

towards Mabel Judd.  Victor married Mabel in Leicester on 15 October 1916. 

 

Despite his marriage Trooper Cooke was posted to France, he arrived for duty with the 

5th Divisional MMP on 20 December 1916.  No charges are shown against Victor 

during his time in France with the Provost Corps, however in early May 1917 he transferred back to 

the 6th Battalion.  

 

In early January 1918 Victor was granted ten days leave in the U.K.  Cooke rejoined his battalion 

following his leave, however on 26 March 

1918 Victor suffered 2nd degree burns to his 

face, arms and chest following the ‘bursting of 

a kerosene lamp.’  Victor received treatment 

at a field ambulance and then a clearing 

station and was quickly evacuated back to 

England. 

 

Cooke was admitted to the New End Hospital 

at Hampstead on 10 April.  After several 

weeks, on 1 May 1918 he was transferred to 

the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield (shown 

right). 

Victor continued to receive treatment up until September when he returned to duty at No 2 

Command Depot.  However a further ten days on Victor was once again sent back to Harefield for 

further treatment.   

 

Victor was granted 75 days furlough in early February 1919; no doubt he intended to spend this 

time in Leicester with Mabel.  However Victor reported earlier than this and was ‘discharged from 

the AIF being medically unfit’ on 18 February 1919.  Victor’s previous marriage to Mabel in the 

U.K. and a noted lack of any ties to anyone back in Australian allowed for Victor’s discharge in 

England. 

 

The medical certificate done upon Victor’s discharge stated ‘He has severe facial deformity and has 

loss of power in the grip in both hands.’ 

 

 

 

1765 TROOPER George Thomas CRADDOCK 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Anzac Provost Corps 

 

George Craddock was 22 years of age when he enlisted on 22 August 1915. George became part of 

the same draft as the three Lewis brothers who would also end up serving as MMP (in their cases 

with the 4th Division), they all were originally part of the 12th reinforcements for the 2nd Light Horse 

Regiment. 

 



After training for several months at Enoggera George’s draft sailed for 

Egypt aboard the Suffolk, departing Sydney on 30 November 1915. Still at 

an Egyptian depot in early March 1916 George volunteered to join the 

Divisional MMP.  

 

Initially allotted to the 4th Division, on 12 March 1916 George 

was re-allotted to the 5th Divisional MMP. He joined his new 

unit when it sailed aboard the Transylvania on 7 June 1916. George only 

served as a MMP on the Western Front up until late June when ill-health 

(enteric fever) forced him to hospital, on 7 August George was admitted to 

an English Hospital. 

 

It was not until early October 1916 that George 

returned to police duty, he did so with the APM’s staff at 

No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs. After several 

months at Perham Downs George opted to re-join the 

light horse, he left England for Egypt aboard the SS Devon 

(shown right) on 11 January 1917. 

 

A venereal affliction slowed his return to a unit in 

Egypt. George spent several months at the 1st Light 

Horse [Brigade] Training [Reserve] Regiment awaiting allocation to a unit.  

 

George joined the 2nd Light Horse regiment on 28 April 1917. George spent quite a bit of time away 

from his unit due to ill-health (mainly venereal afflictions).  

 

In February 1919 George went AWL for two days and was fined heavily for his absence, losing 

over a month’s pay. George Craddock returned to Australia in April 1919, he was discharged from 

the AIF on 28 June.  

 

 

 

403 E.R. SERGEANT Augustus D’Eresby DAVIDSON 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Augustus Davidson enlisted on 22 August 1914, shortly after the outbreak of war. Joining up at 

Sydney, he was 22 years of age.  The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised at Rosebery Park. The 

regiment was one of three that formed the 1st Light Horse Brigade. The regiment sailed from 

Sydney on 19 October, disembarking in Egypt on 8 December. 

Davidson served as a light horseman with the 1st Light Horse Regiment.  He landed with his brigade 

on Anzac Cove on 12 May 1915.  The 1st Light Horse landed with only one casualty, Lieutenant 

Dowling losing a couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.  The Turks made 

sure that the regiment’s welcome was not a pleasant one. 

 

The sound of machine gun and rifle fire and occasional shrapnel burst keeping the men on edge and 

preventing all but the hardiest soul from getting any sleep. At about 3 am, Davidson was laughingly 

heard to say,  “Well, they are fools, they’ve been shooting at me all night and not hit me once.” 



The next day the regiment continued forward to Popes Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  Davidson was probably on the left 

with C Squadron [not confirmed].  Trooper Harold Peak was also with C Squadron; in early 1916 

he, like Davidson, would also transfer to the MMP.  

 

The light horsemen quickly adapted to life on the peninsula, during its time on Gallipoli the 1st 

Light Horse played a mainly defensive role.  The Regiment did mount an attack on a position 

known as “the Chessboard” as part of the August Offensive of 7 August – 200 men were involved, 

147 became casualties.  Davidson was probably not a part of this attack.  

  

Like so many others Davidson was affected by illness, on 28 October 1915 he had to be evacuated 

to Malta suffering from appendicitis.  Augustus did not rejoin his regiment on the peninsula. 

 

After treatment in Malta, Davidson was earmarked for a return to Australia (most probably for three 

months recuperation). In early 1916 he instead returned to Egypt.  On 1 March he was deemed fit 

enough to rejoin a unit, on 4 March Davidson was transferred to the Military Mounted Police. 

 

Davidson became one of the provosts attached to the 5th Divisional Headquarters, 

joining them at Ferry Post on 12 March.  The provosts of the 5th Division sailed with 

the other Headquarter elements bound for the Western Front aboard the Transylvania on 7 June. 

 

Davidson served with the 5th Divisional Headquarters on the Western Front for the majority of the 

war.  The provost strength for a Division generally numbered around twenty-five men, Major Edgar 

Langley was the APM for the 5th Division and led them throughout most of the war. 

 

The provosts on the Western Front worked closely with their Divisional Traffic Control Companies.  

Various other units, such as the 13th Light Horse Regiment and the Cyclist Battalion were often also 

employed on traffic control tasks and prisoner handling duties. 

 

On 6 August 1916, Davidson was struck in the neck by shrapnel.  Treated initially at the 7th General 

Hospital at St Omer, his wound was not life threatening, it was however serious enough to require 

evacuation to England.  Davidson received treatment at the 2nd West Hospital, Manchester. 

 

Davidson’s wound healed quickly; on 30 August he marched into a convalescence depot at Perham 

Downs.  Shortly afterwards he was granted two weeks furlough. After his furlough Davidson 

remained in England for several months.  Promoted to Corporal he served at Park House and then 

Tidworth. 

 

On 2 February 1917, Davidson began his return to France.  It was not until 31 March that he 

rejoined the 5th Divisional Headquarters. When Sergeant Carter was promoted to Squadron Sergeant 

Major on 22 May 1918, Davidson was promoted to Extra Regimental Sergeant to fill the vacancy.  

On 20 July Davidson became due for two weeks UK leave. 

 

At the completion of his leave he rejoined his unit, but only for around a month, Davidson’s 1914 

enlistment saw him become eligible for three months furlough back to Australia.  On 14 September 

1918, Sergeant Davidson returned to England, ready for what was officially termed “Transport 

Duty to Australia”.  Ten days later he boarded a troopship at Taranto in Italy, beginning the voyage 

home. 

 

With the cessation of hostilities on 11 November, the ‘originals’ of the AIF did not need to return to 

Europe. In January 1919 Augustus Davidson was discharged from the AIF. 

 



41 CORPORAL James DELANEY 

II ANZAC Headquarters/Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Jim Delaney was 23 years of age when he enlisted on 20 August 1914, shortly after the declaration 

of war.  Hailing from Pyramid Hill in Victoria, originally James was allotted to the 4 th Light Horse 

Regiment. 

 

James’ regiment sailed with the first convoy bound for Egypt on 21 October 1914.  On 1 March 

1915, James was allocated to the 1st Division Headquarters as a MMP (Military Mounted Police). 

 

On the 10 March 1915, with the expansion of the AIF Trooper Delaney was transferred to the II 

ANZAC Headquarters, with the move James was promoted to lance corporal. As a result of his 

move James wasn’t amongst the first MMP to land on Anzac Cove. 

 

Elements of the II ANZAC Corps began to land in May.  Delaney stepped onto the Gallipoli 

peninsula on 5 May 1915.  By now the military policemen had established their roles on the beach.  

With the rapid increase in men on the peninsula and illness and wounds taking there toll on the 

MMP, the II ANZAC MMP were soon gainfully utilised. 

 

Jim Delaney remained on the peninsula until the final evacuation in December 1915.  The MMP 

elements arrived back in Egypt on 3 January 1916. 

 

Remaining with the II ANZAC Corps Headquarters, Jim sailed for service on the Western Front 

aboard the Missouri on 6 June 1916.  The Missouri docked at Marseilles on 13 June. 

 

On 16 September 1916, the MMP of all the Australian Divisions and Headquarter units, were 

formally transferred to the Anzac Provost [Police] Corps.  Their roles within the divisions or 

formations changed little, they remained as mounted troops attached to Divisional Headquarters. 

 

Promoted to corporal on 1 January 1917, Jim remained with the II ANZAC Headquarters 

throughout 1917.  On 17 June he was granted ten days leave in Paris.  In December Jim was sent to 

the 2nd Army Provost School for two weeks training (5-19 December). 

 

On the completion of that training Jim was detached to the Australian Corps Headquarters until 7 

February 1918. A month later Jim became eligible for two weeks leave to the UK. 

 

Upon his return to duty Jim was again detached, on this occasion to the Australian 

Corps School.  On 26 May 1918, Jim was detached to the 5th Australian Division 

Headquarters (still within II ANZAC). 

 

Because of his 1914 enlistment Jim Delaney became due for three months furlough to Australia in 

August 1918. On 23 August he returned to England to await a passage home. 

 

On 8 October Jim Delaney and many of the ‘original’ Anzacs boarded a troopship at Taranto in 

Italy, the Anzac’s bound for Australian soil.  With the declaration of peace on 11 November the 

need for the ‘originals’ to return to Europe ceased.  James Delaney was discharged from the AIF 

shortly after. 

 

 

 

 



181 E.R. SERGEANT Patrick James DELANEY 

II ANZAC Headquarters/Headquarters 5th Australian Division   

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Patrick Delaney was 26 years of age when he joined up on 17 March 1915.  Patrick recorded his 

father, Cornelius Delaney, from Pyramid Hill, as his next of kin, more than likely he had a brother 

Jim, already serving with the military police in Egypt.  Jim was several years younger than Pat. 

 

Patrick spent a little over a month at a depot, before being allotted as part of A Company within the 

24th Battalion. The 24th Battalion was hurriedly raised during the first week of May 1915, it was 

originally going to be an ‘outer states’ battalion, but because of a glut of recruits at the 

Broadmeadows Camp in Victoria, it became a Victorian Battalion.   

 

The battalion sailed at the end of that first week in May.  Training shortfalls were dealt with in 

Egypt during July and August.  By Late August the battalion was deemed ready for service on 

Anzac Cove, on 30 August the bulk of the battalion boarded a troopship bound for Gallipoli.  The 

battalion landed on 4 September and then spent the next sixteen weeks sharing duty in the Lone 

Pine trenches with the 23rd Battalion.  The fighting at Lone Pine was still savage and the two 

battalions rotated every 24 hours. 

 

After a little over a month in the frontline, Pat transferred from the 24th Battalion to Divisional 

Headquarters (2nd Australian Division) as a cook.  Pat remained with divisional headquarters until 

the evacuation from the peninsula in late December 1915. 

 

Pat returned to Egypt on 3 January 1916, shortly afterwards he commenced duty as a MMP 

(Mounted Military Policeman), most probably at Moascar, serving alongside his brother, Jim. 

 

Patrick’s documents don’t show any official transfer at that time to the military police, but a court-

martial from early February 1916, shows that indeed he was working as a MMP.  On 30 January 

1916, Pat had been on mounted patrol with Lance Corporal William Kenny, Kenny had cause to 

dismount from his horse and strike a drunken soldier, as a result the soldier later died.  It was 

Patrick’s evidence that would help clear Kenny of what was a very serious charge.    

 

Apparently content with being a MMP, Pat would remain a military policeman throughout the war, 

often serving alongside his brother Jim.  Pat became part of the II ANZAC Headquarters, remaining 

in Egypt (at Moascar?) until June 1916. 

 

Pat and Jim both boarded the troopship, Missouri, on 6 June, sailing for service on the Western 

front, the ship arriving at Marseilles on 13 June.  In September 1916 all the mounted military police 

(MMP) of the various Divisional and Corps Headquarters were formally absorbed to become part of 

the Anzac Provost Corps.  Their duties remained the same and Patrick remained attached to the II 

ANZAC Headquarters. 

 

Patrick was promoted to corporal on New Years Day, 1917.  In July he was granted leave, but his 

documents don’t state if Jim took his leave in France or England. On 7 February 1918 Pat was 

detached for duty with the Australia Corps Headquarters, presumably this was when I and II 

ANZAC were amalgamated.  Pat was detached to the Australian Corps School, still in France, on 

22 March. 

 

On 26 May, Pat was posted back, closer to the front, now attached to the 5th Australian 

Division. Jim was also by now serving with the 5th Division.  Two months later Pat 

became eligible for leave to the United Kingdom. 



 

When the 1914 men started to get leave to return to Australia in October 1918, Patrick Delaney was 

promoted to rank of Extra Regimental Sergeant.  Pat stepped up to replace Sergeant Augustus 

Davidson, who began his return to Australia.  Pat’s brother, Jim, also became one of those eligible 

to return to Australia.   

 

On 2 January 1919 it became Pat’s turn (1915 personnel) to return to England to await a passage 

home.  Upon his arrival in England he marched into a camp at No 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott. 

 

Pat was in fact allocated a passage aboard the troopship Trasos Montes in February 1919, but 

appears to have opted to remain on duty in England.  On 17 February he appears to have been 

transferred from the No 4 Command Depot to the Hurdcott Provost Detachment. 

 

Remaining in England throughout 1919, Pat remained at Hurdcott and for a time Warminster, he 

retained his rank of sergeant.  It was until 9 January 1920, that Pat was given a passage out of 

Liverpool aboard the Megantic. 

 

Patrick Delaney arrived back in Victoria on 20 February 1920; he did not take his discharge until 

some three months later on 21 May 1920.  

 

 

 

761 TROOPER John James DEMPSEY 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps  

 

John Dempsey enlisted at Clareville, Queensland on 6 January 1915.  John stated that he was nearly 

27 years of age and worked as a horse breaker before joining the AIF. 

 

Trooper Dempsey became part of A Squadron, 11th Light Horse Regiment.  The Regiment sailed for 

Egypt aboard the troopship Medic on 2 June 1915. 

 

Upon their arrival in Egypt it was decided to split the 11th to re-enforce the Light Horse Regiments 

that were fighting dismounted on the Gallipoli peninsula.  John was on of those transferred to D 

Squadron of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment; he joined his new squadron on the peninsula on 29 

August.  John remained on Anzac Cove until the final evacuation in December 1915. 

 

Upon his return to Egypt John was admitted to 

hospital suffering from the mumps.  On 22 

February 1916, he returned to his original unit, 

the 11th Light Horse.  John’s documents show 

that during the next couple of months he was 

sent for a stint with the Cairo Town Piquet. 

 

Apparently having enjoyed his duties in Cairo, 

John decided to transfer to the Anzac Provost 

Corps.  On 19 May he became batman to 

Lieutenant K.F. McLennan from the Anzac 

Provost Corps. 

 



In early August 1916, John was transferred to England; he then did a short stint with the GMP 

(Australian Garrison Military Police) in London.  John was then sent for his formal Military Police 

training at Tidworth.   

 

On 11 March 1917 Trooper Dempsey was sent to France.  Arriving at the base depot at Etaples, 

several days later he was detached for duty with the APM at Le Havre.   

 

Le Havre was the site of a large Australian Depot, Australian reinforcements, or men returning from 

hospital were sent from the Overseas Training Brigade in England to the Le Havre Depot. The men 

were maintained at the depot until drafted to their unit at the front. While stationed at Le Havre, 

John was appointed Lance Corporal.  

 

 After two months John was detached for duty with the 5th Australian Division, he 

reverted to the rank of Trooper.  John remained with the 5th Division for the remainder 

of his time while on the Western Front.  In mid-November 1917 John became eligible for two 

weeks leave in the UK. 

 

Trooper John Dempsey was one of those men of the 5th Division’s provosts that was wounded by an 

enemy shell that struck their billet at Daours on the morning of 20 May 1918 (see Lin Harston).  

John was severely wounded by shrapnel, his right leg being badly knocked about.  

 

John was admitted to the 14th Field Ambulance suffering shrapnel wounds to his leg, shoulder and 

neck.  The tibia of his right leg was fractured in two places, which caused considerable 

displacement; he also suffered a fracture of the fibula.  John was quickly evacuated back to the 

Casualty Clearing Station and then sent to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital. 

 

On 27 May John was sent by hospital ship to England, he was admitted to the County of Middlesex 

Hospital at Napsbury.  It was not until 19 September that John was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary 

Hospital at Harefield. 

 

John’s injury saw him earmarked for a return to Australia.  On 5 January 1919 he boarded the 

Kanowna to begin his voyage home.  John Dempsey remained in the AIF as he underwent several 

operations and then rehabilitation; he was finally discharged on 31 March 1921. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4481 TROOPER William Francis Patrick DE WELDON 

5th Division Headquarters MMP / 9th Battalion 

 

William Francis De Weldon was born at Adelaide, but by the outbreak of the ‘Great War’ he was 

working as a kiln labourer in Brisbane.  De Weldon was married with three children, he and his 

family lived in Lutwyche, Brisbane. 

 

Frank was nearly 23 years old when he enlisted on 17 September 1915; he became part of the 14th 

re-enforcements for the 9th Battalion. The Gallipoli campaign was over and the bulk of the AIF 

were back in Egypt by the time Frank’s draft sailed, they did so aboard the Wandilla leaving 

Brisbane on 31 January 1916.  The portraits below are from The Queenslander dated 26 May 1917 

(showing the huge backlog of portraits to be published). 

 



 
 

The Wandilla (shown right) docked at 

Alexandria on 5 March. A fortnight 

later, while at a training camp Frank was 

charged for failing to attend a 2pm 

parade; he was located within the camp 

several hours later.  As a result he was 

confined to quarters for 7 days and 

forfeited 3 days pay.  

 

With the call for volunteers for the 

newly formed Anzac Provost Corps in 

late March / early April 1916 initially only those with Gallipoli service were accepted.  Due to a 

lack of volunteers the call was extended to suitable men arriving in Egypt as re-enforcements, Frank 

was one of those accepted on 3 April 1916 to train at Abbassia and accept their suitability to be 

military police. 

 

Frank was one of those men that upon completing part of their training were sent to the Western 

Front to make up MMP numbers there.  Those men were sent to Marseilles aboard the Oriana on 6 

June, arriving in the south of France about a week after sailing. 

 

Initially Frank became part of the 1st Anzac Headquarters MMP element.  The men shown below 

are from that detachment, but the date of the photo is unknown.  Warrant Officer William Kenny is 

seated to the right of his APM, Major William Smith, DSO (centre front), they are the only two 

identified in the photo. 

 

Trooper De Weldon remained 

with the 1st Anzac MMP up 

until 12 February 1917; 

possibly he is one of the men 

in the rear row. 

 

On 12 February Frank was 

detached for duty with the 

MMP element of the 2nd 

Anzac Headquarters.  De 

Weldon with the 2nd Anzac 

MMP when he was wounded 

by shrapnel, caused when a 

bomb was dropped by a 

German aeroplane on 2 April 



1917.  Receiving only minor wounds to his ankle frank attended the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station 

and remained there for a month when he was deemed fit to return to duty.  

 

Trooper De Weldon remained with 2nd Anzac Headquarters and in September 1917 became eligible 

for ten days leave to the U.K.  Shortly his return to duty William transferred back to 1st Anzac 

Headquarters.   

 

After a week at 1st Anzac Frank was detached to the 5th Division’s MMP, joining that 

detachment on 27 October 1917.  Major Langley still had command of the 

detachment; Frank remained with the 5th Division for the remainder of 1917 and the 

first half of 1918. 

 

Frank De Weldon fell foul of his superiors in July 1918, when he attempted to alter his paybook; 

presumably to draw extra money that he was not entitled to.  As a result Frank was court-martialled 

over the matter and was transferred to divisional Headquarters while being charged.  Although he 

pleaded not guilty the court martial found otherwise, he was found guilty and was sentenced to 90 

days FP (Field Punishment) No 2.  

 

After completing a month of the sentence the remaining 60 days was remitted, Frank was formally 

transferred back to the 9th Battalion on 29 August 1918.  In early November Frank was admitted to 

hospital suffering from the flu, he was evacuated to the 3rd AGH at Abbeville.  

 

On 8 November Frank was evacuated back to England, he was admitted to the 4th Southern General 

Hospital at Plymouth.  With the signing of the armistice only three days later De Weldon would not 

need to return to France.  

 

De Weldon was granted a passage back to Australia aboard the Delta in February 1919. Frank 

arrived back in Brisbane on 18 March and was discharged shortly after. 

 

 

 

 

 

3027 CORPORAL Thomas DOBSON 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Thomas Dobson had to get his parent’s consent to enlist when he joined up on 3 August 1915, at the 

time he was 18 and a half years of age.  At the time of enlisting Thomas stated that he was working 

as a plumber, like most young men of his generation had participated in compulsory military 

training, he had served for several years with the 58th Regiment, Senior Cadets. 

 

Thomas also had an older brother, _(David?)___, he served with ____.  Enlisting in Melbourne 

Thomas spent around three weeks at a Melbourne depot; he was then allotted to be part of the 10th 

re-enforcements for the 8th Battalion (his official enlistment 

date on most documents is recorded as 8 August). 

 

During training Thomas was quickly promoted to the rank of 

acting corporal, his draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the 

Osterley (shown right) on 29 September 1915.  The voyage to 

Egypt would normally take the troopships around a month.   

 



On 13 November 1915 Thomas was admitted to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Egypt. A note on his 

file shows his transfer to the Helouan Convalescent Camp recovering from ‘lumbago’ in mid 

November.  Dobson’s file notes are scant for this time, but it appears that on 4 January he was 

admitted to a hospital at Helouan suffering dysentery.  

 

In late March 1916 Thomas answered a call for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost 

Corps.  Thomas was taken on strength for training and assessment at a camp at Abbassia (on the 

outskirts of Cairo) on 3 April 1916.  It would appear that Thomas had in fact retained his rank of 

corporal in Egypt and continued to do so with the provost corps. 

 

Thomas completed his training and was one of the 

party that was sent to England on 3 August 1916, 

these men were to set up a base depot for thee 

Anzac Provost Corp in the U.K.  This contingent of 

men sailed for England aboard the Tunisian.  

Initially the provost corps set up in Parkhouse, but 

after only a short time transferred to Tidworth where 

the Anzac Provost Corps took up residence in 

Bhurtpore Barracks.   

 

In mid December Thomas was posted to France, after a brief time at the Etaples Depot 

Corporal Dobson was attached for duty with the MMP element of the headquarters of 

the 5th Division.  Thomas joined the 5th Division on 31 January and served with his 

unit on the Western Front up until August 1917. 

 

On 24 August Thomas was admitted to the 15th Field Ambulance with tonsillitis, he would remain 

in France while recovering.  Thomas’ received treatment at hospitals at St Omer, Boulogne and 

Tronville, but after each treatment and when sent to a convalescent depot or base depot he would 

relapse and be re-admitted back to hospital. 

 

In November 1917 Thomas was admitted to the 2nd General Hospital at Havre, his condition was 

now identified more accurately as albumaria rather than tonsillitis.  Albumin refers to blood 

deficiencies and under nutrition, in August Thomas had started to notice swelling to his face and 

legs. 

 

On 7 November 1917 Thomas was evacuated from the hospital at Le Havre back to the 5th Southern 

General Hospital at Portsmouth.  A medical report from Portsmouth stated that Dobson suffered 

from backaches and continued to have throat trouble, a condition that Thomas stated he had 

suffered throughout childhood. 

 

Thomas was transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford.  Thomas’ condition 

improved slightly and then he would relapse once again, complaining that he felt weak and unwell.  

In February 1918 Thomas was sent to No 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott. 

 

A further diagnosis of nephritis was added to his file.  On 12 May 1918 Thomas was medically 

downgraded to C3 and it was recommended that he be returned to Australia.  The medical board 

agreed that he was suffering nephritis and that previous urinary problems had been aggravated by 

his military service.  Despite aches and pains, Thomas apparently only looked a little puffy under 

the eyelids. 

 

Thomas was sent back to Victoria aboard the Gaika on 28 May 1918.  The Gaika docked at 

Melbourne on 1 July.  Thomas Dobson was discharged from the AIF on 10 August 1918. 



291 EXTRA REGIMENTAL SERGEANT Walter ELLARD 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Walter Ellard was born at Sydney.  By the outbreak of war Walter was living and working in 

Adelaide.  Walter’s parents were living in Perth.  Walter worked as a glass beveller at the 

Temperance Hotel, Adelaide prior to enlisting. 

  

Walter was one of the first to answer the call when volunteers were called for a Light Horse 

Regiment on 17 August 1914.  Walter’s enlistment is shown as the 19th August, he became an 

original member of the 3rd Light Horse Regiment. 

 

The two South Australian squadrons of the regiment sailed in late October 1914, joining up with the 

other Tasmanian squadron in Egypt.  Here the 3rd Regiment combined with the 1st and 2nd 

Regiments to form the 1st Light Horse Brigade. 

 

The 3rd Regiment landed on Gallipoli on 12 May 1915, joining the New Zealand and Australian 

Division.  The regiment played a defensive role throughout the campaign and was in reserve when 

its sister regiments attacked as part of the August offensive.  Walter remained on the Gallipoli 

peninsula until the evacuation in December 1915. 

 

Upon his return to Egypt in early 1916 Walter was transferred to regimental duties 

within the Brigade.  On 4 March Walter was transferred to Tel-el-Kebir to the MMP 

(Mounted Military Police) of the 4th Australian Division, a week later Walter was re-allotted to the 

5th Division, joining the Division at Ferry Post. 

 

The Headquarters element of the 5th Division, 

which included their military policemen, sailed 

for France aboard the Transylvania on 17 June 

1916.  Walter remained attached to the 5th 

Division throughout the war. 

 

On 15 September 1916 Walter was promoted to 

Corporal.  In late December Walter attended the 

38th Casualty Clearing Station and was diagnosed 

as suffering syphilis.  Walter was sent to the 51st 

General Hospital for treatment, he remained 

under treatment from 1 January-17 April 1917 (during which time his pay would have also ceased). 

 

Walter rejoined the 5th Division on 28 April 1917; he remained with his unit until 22 February 

1918, when he was granted leave in the UK.  Walter recommenced duty on 13 March. 

 

On 22 May 1918, Walter was promoted to Extra Regimental Sergeant, to fill a vacancy left after 

Sergeant Bulling had been wounded and subsequently sent back to England for treatment.  In 

September 1918 Walter became due for three months furlough to Australia, he was transferred to 

England to await his passage on 23 September.  

 

Walter Ellard boarded the troopship, Wyreema (?) on 8 October 1918 sailing for Australia, he 

disembarked at Adelaide.  With the declaration of peace there was no need for Walter to return to 

Europe, he was discharged from the AIF on 2 March 1919.        

 

 



1537 CORPORAL Ernest James EWING 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

 

Ernest Ewing was born in Rockhampton, where he lived most of his life, 

Ernest was nearly 22 years of age when he stepped forward to ‘join the 

colours’ on 30 December 1914, prior to enlisting he described himself as 

having been an engine driver. 

 

On 8 February 1915 Ernest Ewing was allotted to the 32nd reinforcements 

for the 9th Battalion. The men continued their training at the Enoggera 

Camp, the photo shown is from The Queenslander magazine, the 

magazine endeavoured to show all the men’s portraits prior to their 

sailing. Ernest’s draft sailed from Brisbane aboard the ____ on ______. 

 

After a short period in Egypt Ernest’s draft was sent to the Gallipoli 

peninsula where the men joined the 9th Battalion on 6 May 1915. Private 

Ewing remained on the peninsula for just over three months, on 15 August he was admitted to a 

casualty clearing station suffering gastritis. 

 

Ernest was shipped to Malta for his initial treatment. In mid-

January 1916, he was transferred to England where he was 

admitted to the St Peter’s Street Hospital in London. It was 

not until the end of June 1916 before Ernest was deemed fit 

enough to return to duty 

. 

Ernest was sent to the Weymouth Depot as he prepared to re-

join a unit, it appears that Ernest may have been retained as 

staff at the depot for the remainder of 1916 and much of 

1917. It was not until 7 August 1917 that Ernest formally 

transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, it appears he may 

have remained at Weymouth with the detachment there, 

possibly he may have been serving with the detachment 

earlier. 

 

In line with corps policy on 1 January 1918 Ernest crossed 

the English Channel to serve as a MMP with one of the 

divisions on the Western Front. From the Le Havre Depot 

Ernest was initially detached for duty with the APM at 

Bailleul (possibly he would have been an Australian APM or 

an APM Learner [TCO]). 

 

On 28 January that detachment ended and Trooper Ewing (MMP were mounted troops) was 

detached to the 2nd Divisional Headquarters MMP detachment. During February and 

March Ernest appears to have had trouble with his feet and ankles, being sent back to 

Boulogne for treatment. Ernest remained with the 2nd Division until towards the end 

of September 1918.  

 

On 26 September Ernest was transferred to the 5th Division’s MMP, days later he 

was promoted to lance corporal. Ernest remained with the 5th Division up until 25 

October when he returned to the Australian Corps Headquarters MMP Detachment. 

[MMP coming and going to France would regularly transit through this unit on their way to joining 

other MMP units] 



Ernest had become entitled to leave back in the U.K., which he took from 7 November to 21 

November. Ernest returned to France and (presumably) the 5th Division’s MMP. With the Armistice 

men with early enlistment dates were being given 75 days of ‘Special Leave’, this leave could be 

taken back in Australia, or if the soldier chose, in the U.K. 

 

In Ernest’s case, he chose to return to the U.K. and take his leave there. He began his 75 days 

‘furlo’ in England on 30 December 1918. 

 

Ernest didn’t return to France, when he resumed duty on 3 February 1919, he did so at Bhurtpore 

Barracks, Tidworth. On 10 February Ernest received promotion to corporal. Ernest appears to have 

been happy to remain on duty in England during 1919, he was granted NME (non-military 

employment) for three months from 9 July 1919. 

 

Upon completion of his leave Ernest joined 

the London Detachment, early on the 

detachment had been likened to Home 

Garrison Military Police, but by 1918 and 

1919 the corps was rotating fit men through 

the London Detachment and there was no 

discernible difference in the standard of the 

men posted in London. On 27 January 1920 

Ernest married Annie Caroline Smith at 

London, Annie was 19 years of age, Ernest 

was now 24. 

 

On 10 February 1920 passage was granted 

for Ernest and Annie to sail to Australia. 

Ernest was given further leave as the 

couple awaited the vessels departure. 

Finally, on 27 March the couple did sail, 

embarking aboard the Zealandic. The 

Zealandic arrived in Sydney on 16 May, 

Ernest James Ewing was discharged from 

the AIF on 15 July 1920.  

 

 



416 E.R. CORPORAL Ernest John FINDLAY, MID 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division   

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Ernest Findlay was born at Geelong; he described himself as a farmer on enlistment.  Joining the 

AIF on 31 January 1916, Findlay initially became part of the 11th re-enforcements for the 21st 

Battalion (most probably he was already allotted to serve as a provost). 

 

Ernest Findlay sailed for the Middle East on 29 March.  Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, on 11 

May, he joined the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia.  Here he was assessed for his suitability for 

the Corps and received his basic military police training. 

 

In August Findlay sailed from Egypt, and was briefly posted to Bhurtpore Barracks in England for 

further provost training before going to France.  On 12 October, Ernest was formally taken on 

strength with the provosts of the AIF in France. 

 

 On 25 November Findlay was promoted to Lance Corporal.  In early 1917 he was 

posted to the 1st Anzac Field Punishment Compound for duty, he remained at the 

compound until 21 May, when he was detached for duty with the provosts of the 5 th Divisional 

Headquarters. 

Ernest was admitted to hospital on 14 November, suffering from boils (the provosts were mounted 

troops and like other mounted troops were prone to riding related problems).  Receiving treatment 

in France Ernest was not fit enough to rejoin his unit until 12 February 1918. 

 

Throughout 1918 Findlay remained with the 5th Divisional provosts, except for a brief time when he 

was detached to work for the APM at Abbeville.  During 1918 he was also mentioned in dispatch. 

 

Hostilities over, the need for provosts continued, on New Years day (1919) Ernest was promoted to 

Temporary Corporal.  In February he was detached for duty with the DAPM in Paris, as the provost 

hotspots changed from the frontline to leave areas. 

 

In late March Findlay was sent for treatment (venereal disease), during his treatment his rank 

changed several times (Acting Corporal, Temporary Corporal and finally to his last rank, Extra 

Regimental Corporal).  Ernest did not return to provost duties, instead he was earmarked for a 

return to Australia. 

 

On 31 July Ernest boarded the Zealandia bound for Australia.  Ernest Findlay was discharged from 

the AIF on 17 October 1919. 



Corporal John Mervyn FRASER  

II ANZAC Headquarters/Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

John Fraser enlisted in August 1914, and although only formally 

recorded as joining the MMP of the 1st Division Headquarters on 

1 March 1915, was most serving as a MMP shortly after 

enlisting.  Fraser was holding the rank of lance corporal by the 

time he landed on Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915.  John remained 

on the peninsula until 21 May, when he was sent back to 

Alexandria on escort duties. 

 

John most probably returned to Gallipoli shortly after, but a date 

is not recorded in his file.  Possibly he remained in Egypt at a 

convalescent camp and did not return to the peninsula until 18 

October 1915.   Either way he was definitely present from 

October until the final evacuation in December. 

 

Back in Egypt (at Ferry Post) Lance Corporal Fraser was 

transferred from the 1st Division MMP to II ANZAC 

Headquarters MMP on 10 March 1916.  John’s unit sailed for the 

Western Front on 13 June 1916. 

 

Fraser remained with the II ANZAC Headquarters for the rest of 

1916 and most of 1917.  On 23 July 1917 he received a 

promotion to corporal. With the amalgamation of I and II 

ANZAC Headquarters in February 1918, John’s unit became 

known as the Australian Corps Headquarters.   

 

On 29 June 1918 was detached to be part of the 5th Division’s MMP.  John remained 

with the 5th Division for several months before he became eligible for a period of leave, 

shortly thereafter he became eligible for a further three months furlough back to Australia because 

of his early enlistment date. 

 

On 8 October 1918 John Fraser was one of the ‘original’ Anzacs who boarded the troopship Port 

Darwin, at Taranto in Italy.  These men were sailing home to Australia when the armistice was 

signed.  Most, like John Fraser were allowed to take their discharge in early 1919; John Fraser’s 

official discharge date was 20 March 1919.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3556 CORPORAL Johannes Arthur GERHARDY 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division   

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Johann Gerhardy joined the AIF on 27 April 1916, he hailed from Lobethal in South Australia, 

Johann was 24 years of age at the time. Johann enlisted alongside his brother Gustav, the pair 

became part of the 2nd Depot Battalion at the Mitcham Camp, both were then allotted as part of the 

8th reinforcements for the 32nd Battalion, the draft is shown below, shortly before sailing. 

 

That draft of men sailed from Adelaide aboard the Ballarat on 12 August 1916. The Ballarat took 

the men to England to further acclimatize and continue their training, the men did so at the 8th 

training battalion.  

 

Johann and Gustav sailed for France and service on the Western 

Front on 30 December 1916. The pair spent a short time at the 

Etaples Depot prior to joining the 32nd Battalion. Gustav appears 

to have headed straight to the 32nd Battalion, Johann was sent for 

further wireless training before he too joined the 32nd Battalion on 

13 March 1917. Johann served as a signaler with his battalion. 

 

 

Private Gustav Gerhardy (shown right) was wounded in action 

near Dickebusch, Belgium on 1 October 1917. Gustav was 

evacuated back to No 2 Australian General Hospital at Wimereux 

in France where he died on 14 October.  

 

 



In January 1918 Johann became eligible for ten days leave to England. Upon his return to his 

battalion Johann was detached for duty with the APM of the 5th Division, Major Edgar Langley. 

Johann appears to have been employed as a MMP rather than a traffic man, his name appears in a 

list of the MMP for the Division that Corporal Lin Harston had recorded in his 

notebook from around March 1918. 

 

Johann’s file show that he was gassed on 19 May 1918, at the time he was probably at Corbie, as 

his SSM, Warrant Officer Gomer Martin was also gassed. Initially treated at the 14th Field 

Ambulance Johann was eventually evacuated to England for treatment, here he was admitted to the 

Kitchener Military Hospital at Brighton. 

 

Once fit enough to return to duty Johann was sent to No 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott. A month 

later he was transferred to No 4 Command Depot with a medical classification of Class B1A1.  

 

On 25 July 1918 Johann was formally attached to the Australian Provost Corps at Bhurtpore 

Barracks, Tidworth. Here he would receive formal military police training, Johann remained at 

Tidworth for the remainder of 1918. 

 

 

On 7 February 1919 was promoted to Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal, a rank frequently used by the 

Military Police. A month later Johann was transferred back to France to take up duty at one of the 

‘Australian staging Camp’ (possibly Charleroi in Belgium?). Johann remained in France or Belgium 

up until the end of June 1919.  

 

 

Posted back to Tidworth Johann 

remained in England for the rest of his 

time overseas.  Johann Gerhardy 

returned to South Australia aboard the 

Wahehe on 31 March 1920, the 

troopship arrived at Adelaide on 18 

May 1920.  Johann was final 

discharged from the AIF on 10 July 

1920. 

 

 



3744 CORPORAL Joseph GLEESON, MM 

5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

Joe Gleeson was born at Deloraine in Tasmania.  By the time he enlisted he was living and working 

in Melbourne as a labourer, he was 29 years of age. 

 

Gleeson joined up on 8 July 1915; originally he was allotted to the 12th re-enforcements of the 7th 

Battalion.  Joe probably sailed in late 1915 (no exact date given), once in Egypt he was re-allotted 

to the newly forming 59th Battalion at Tel-el-Kebir. 

 

The 59th Battalion moved for service as part of the 5th Australian Division in mid-June 1916.  

Private Gleeson was one of those wounded during the battalion’s first action at the Battle of 

Fromelles. 

 

Joe received wounds to his arms during the first day of the battle, 19 July.  The most serious part of 

his wounds was the fracturing of his left thumb.  Joe was treated initially in France before being 

evacuated to England. 

 

Admitted to the Northampton War Hospital on 27 July, Joe remained at Northampton until 18 

September.  Once again fit Joe returned to training depots, firstly at Codford and then Perham 

Downs. 

 

On 28 November 1916 Joe was sent back to France.  After a short time at the Base Depot at Etaples 

Joe rejoined the 59th Battalion, he was taken back on strength on 20 December.  

       

 On 28 February 1917 Joe was detached for duty with the APM, Bapaume.  Most 

probably this was for duty with the 5th Divisional Traffic Control detachment, which 

was commanded by Major Langley, DSO.  Joe remained detached to the APM, Bapaume until 2 

October, on that date he was promoted to Corporal. 

 

Corporal Gleeson (shown left) was formally transferred to the 5th 

Divisional Traffic Control Detachment on 23 November 1917.  

Joe remained a traffic man for the remainder of the war. 

 

For his actions during August 1918, Corporal Gleeson was 

recommended for, and subsequently awarded the Military Medal.  

Joe’s citation, authorised by Major Langley, DSO, read as follows. 

 

On the night of 13th August 1918, this N.C.O. was in charge of two 

traffic control posts in Harbonnieres.  Although this town was 

subjected to a severe bombardment during the period under 

review Cpl Gleeson, by his extreme devotion to duty, prevented 

any serious blocks occurring in the traffic at a time when it was 

most essential that an even flow of traffic should be maintained. 

 

Corporal Gleeson was transferred back to England on 14 February 

1919.  Joe reverted back to his substantive rank of Private on 23 

March. 

 

Joe Gleeson returned to Australia aboard the Wyeema on 13 April 1919.  Joe was discharged from 

the AIF in mid-1919. 

 



3560 E.R. CORPORAL Rene Victor GRUNENFELDER, MID. 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Rene Victor Grunenfelder was born in London, the only son of Leonard and Marie Grunenfelder.  

By the time of his enlistment in April 1916 he was working as a horticulturist in Adelaide.  Victor, 

as he was more commonly known, was 26 years of age when he joined up on 24 April 1916; his 

documents show that he was 6 foot tall.  Victor sailed from South Australia aboard the Ballarat on 

12 August, the ship docked at Devonport, England on 30 September. 

 

Private Grunenfelder continued his training at the 8th Training Battalion, he was sent to France on 

16 January 1917.  Victor joined the 32nd Battalion on the Western Front on 21 January.   

 

 On 20 October Victor was admitted to hospital, suffering from boils and impetigo (?), 

although his documents don’t show it, Victor was most probably serving with the 5 th 

Divisional Traffic Control Detachment at the time.  Treated initially at the 26 th General Hospital in 

France, on 7 November he was sent to England for further treatment. 

 

In England Victor was admitted to the Military Hospital at Colchester. Victor’s personal file is a 

little confusing as to when he transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps.  His documents state 30 

November 1917, which appears to be while he was still in hospital at Colchester. 

 

When fit enough, on 8 January 1918, Victor was transferred to the 1st Auxilary Hospital at 

Harefield.  After a week at Harefield Victor was granted furlough and upon his return to duty he 

was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

At the completion of his furlough Grunenfelder was posted to the Overseas Depot at Deverill, ready 

to return to France.  On 8 March Victor was sent on provost training at Tidworth for five days. 

Two days after the completion of this training he was on his way to France.  On 21 March 1918 

Victor rejoined the 5th Division Headquarters, but now as a military policeman, not as a traffic man. 

 

Remaining with the 5th Division for the remainder of the war, on 1 October Grunenfelder was 

promoted to the rank of Extra Regimental Corporal.  Victor was promoted to fill a vacancy left 

when Corporal Frazer returned to Australia. 

 

Corporal Grunenfelder and Private Manville were both mentioned in despatch on 31 January 1919 

by Captain B Cooper, the 5th Division APM at that time.  Victor was mentioned in one of General 

Haig’s despatches for gallantry in the field towards the end of 1918. 

 

In April 1919, Victor was granted two weeks leave in Paris.  On 30 June Victor was posted to 

Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth.  Victor remained at Tidworth until his discharge at London on 18 

October 1919. 

 

Victor’s discharge certificate shows that he had served overseas for 3 years and 68 days.  Victor 

indicated that he was intending to work as a Hotel proprietor, with an address of 29 Henderson 

Road, Wandsworth Common. 

 

Footnote:  Later correspondence dated 1938, indicates that Victor changed his surname to 

Greenfield after the war. 

 

 

 



1325 SERGEANT Arthur Cecil HAMMOND 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Arthur Hammond described himself as a 28 year old labourer when he enlisted at Childers in 

Queensland on 16 November 1914.  Born in London the remainder of Arthur’s family still lived in 

the U.K., his father died while Arthur was serving during the Great War. 

 

With a regimental number of 1325 Private Hammond became part of the 1st re-enforcements for the 

15th Battalion.  The 15th Battalion was part 4th Australian Infantry Brigade, which was a ‘mixed’ 

brigade, the 13th Battalion hailed from New South Wales; the 14th Battalion was a Victorian 

Battalion.  Two companies of the 15th Battalion (under the early eight company designation) were 

formed in 6 MD (Tasmania); the remainder of the 15th was formed in Queensland.  The 16th 

Battalion was a mixture of 5 MD (Western Australia) and 4 MD (South Australia and Broken Hill) 

men. 

 

Hammond’s draft (approximately 150 men) sailed from Australia aboard the Berrima (shown 

above) on 22 December 1914 (from Melbourne).  That was as part of the second convoy to leave 

Australia, that also meant that they sailed at the same time as the 15th Battalion, which did so aboard 

the Ulysses, the battalion having also moved down to Melbourne to meet up with its Brigade several 

weeks earlier.  

 

The 15th Battalion ended up at the Aerodrome Camp near Heliopolis.  It was only a few weeks after 

the battalion’s arrival at Heliopolis on 21 February 1915; that the 1st re-enforcements joined the 15th 

Battalion.  Many of the men from the 1st re enforcements joined Hammond in being allotted to No 1 

Company (A Company?).  

 

Arthur most probably served with A Company, but he doesn’t appear to have landed with his 

battalion on Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915.  Private Hammond doesn’t appear to have left 

Alexandria until 24 April.  

 

Arthur did join his battalion on the peninsula, most probably in early May, the battalion had initially 

taken up positions at Pope’s Hill and Russell’s Top and had then occupied positions Quinn’s Post.  

Private Hammond was badly wounded on 7 May, possibly shot by a Turkish sniper.  Hammond was 

badly wounded in the left arm; he was evacuated back to Alexandria aboard the hospital ship 

Lutzow. 

 



Hammond’s file shows that he was transferred to a convalescence depot at Glymenpoulo (?) on 28 

May.  After about three weeks Arthur was discharged to duty at a Overseas Base Depot.  Rather 

than returning to Gallipoli Hammond appears to have been sent to the 15th Battalion’s Transport 

Section, which had remained at Maadi.  

 

Hammond was transferred to the Military 

Mounted Police (MMP) Detachment at 

Maadi on 22 February 1916.  Arthur 

remained a MMP at Maadi, not 

surprisingly with the call for volunteers 

for the formation of the Anzac Provost 

Corps Arthur stepped forward.  

Hammond was accepted for training and 

assessment; he was taken on strength by 

the provost corps at Abbassia on 3 April 

1916. 

Hammond was promoted to corporal on 

31 May 1916.  Around the time that the 

military policemen were being allotted to 

their units (and various theatres of war) 

on 26 August, Arthur appears to have 

been transferred back to the 15th Battalion; Arthur marched back into a details camp at Moascar 

awaiting re-allocation. 

 

Hammond sailed for England on 21 September and was sent to No 3 Command Depot at 

Parkhouse.  Arthur appears to have once again been on the path to rejoining the provost corps, as 

after only three days at Parkhouse he was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, Bhurtpore 

Barracks had now become the home of the Anzac Provost corps in England. 

 

Hammond’s file is confusing, he is shown as being taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps 

on 6 October, but only eight days later is shown as marching out to No 3 Command Depot at 

Woolwich.  Arthur then marched out to a ‘Details Company’ at No 4 Camp at Fovant on 7 

December 1916 (possibly a week earlier).  

 

Hammond then spent most of 1917 at the Hurdcott Camp, but it is unclear as to whether this was as 

a military policeman.  Perhaps Arthur was with the Hurdcott Detachment of the corps?  On 30 

August 1917 Arthur is shown as being promoted from corporal to sergeant by the Anzac Provost 

Corps. 

 

On 23 January 1918 Sergeant Hammond was posted to France and on 3 February he 

was detached for duty with the 5th Divisional; Headquarters MMP.  Hammond only 

spent a month with the 5th Division. 

 

On 4 March Arthur was posted to the Australian Corps Field Punishment Compound (still in 

France) where he served for the next six months.  On 10 September Hammonds file shows a 

transfer to being staff at the Safe Custody Compound (possibly purely a name change for the 

compound).  

 

In early December 1918 Arthur became eligible to 75 days leave, which he took in the U.K.; it 

appears that at the completion of his leave he was to remain posted to England.  Hammond returned 

to duty on 24 February 1919. 

 



It appears that Arthur suffered a serious accident in April and had to be admitted to hospital 

(possibly suffering several broken limbs)?  Hammond returned to duty on 12 May; that was with 

the London Detachment.  On 18 June he marched 

out from London, returning to Bhurtpore Barracks 

at Tidworth.  Arthur took part in three months 

NME (non military employment) during August, 

September and October 1919, he appears to have 

worked on a Tramway in the Wool district (not 

verified).  

 

Sergeant Hammond returned to duty at London on 

2 October 1919.  On 9 December Arthur was given 

a berth back to Australia aboard the Borda. Arthur 

Hammond was discharged from the AIF on 17 

February 1920 at Brisbane. 

 

Initially Arthur appears to have lived in Darlinghurst (Sydney).  Correspondence dated 1921 

suggests that he may have moved to Auckland, however a letter addressed to Auckland was 

returned to the Army as being unable to find him. 

 

 

117 SERGEANT Ernest HANSEN  

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Ernest Hansen was born at Erskineville, Sydney, in 1888, which made him 26 years of age when he 

enlisted on 22 August 1914, shortly after the declaration of age.  Ernest enlisted in the Cessnock 

district, he was a married man, his wife, Stella would live at Elmore while her husband was 

overseas.  Prior to enlisting Ernest had served with the 6th Light Horse Regiment (militia) for over 

two years. 

 

Ernest became part of the 1st Light Horse Regiment, he was granted the rank of corporal, and was 

most probably a regimental policeman (RP) with A Squadron’s Headquarters. The regiment was 

raised at Rosebery Park in Sydney. The regiment was one of three that formed the 1st Light Horse 

Brigade. The regiment sailed from Sydney on 19 October, disembarking in Egypt on 8 December. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment continued its training in Egypt.  Initially overlooked for the landing, 

the regiment, as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 12 May 

1915.  The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed with only one casualty, Lieutenant Dowling losing a 

couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.   

 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Popes Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  The light horsemen quickly adapted 

to life on the peninsula.  

 

Ernest served on the Gallipoli peninsula until 26 June 1915, when he was admitted to the field 

ambulance suffering from dysentery.  Ernest was evacuated to Egypt, where he was admitted to the 

2nd General Hospital at Cairo on 13 July. 



 

Ernest’s recovery was further slowed by a bout of bronchitis, when fit enough he was released to a 

rest camp at Helouan.  Ernest was fit enough to rejoin his regiment on Anzac Cove on 28 August 

1915. 

 

A little over a month later, on 10 

November, Ernest was once again 

evacuated, on this occasion aboard 

the Hospital Ship Formosa.  Ernest 

was sent to the Floriana Hospital on 

Malta for treatment.  It was not until 

late January 1916 that Ernest was 

transferred to a rest camp on the 

island. 

 

It was not until early March 1916 that Ernest returned to duty at the 1st Light Horse’s Reserve 

Regiment at Heliopolis in Egypt.  On 4 March Ernest was one of several men from his regiment that 

volunteered to serve as MMP (military mounted police) with the infantry divisions that were about 

to head for service on the Western Front.   

Initially the group of 1st Regiment men were earmarked to serve with the 4th Australian Infantry 

Division Headquarters, however a week later the entire group were re-allotted to the 5th Division’s 

Headquarters.  (Davidson, Peak and the two Millar brothers were other members of the 1st 

Regiment that joined the 5th Division) 

 

 The men retained their ranks of trooper (or higher), as they were still mounted troops.  

The newly formed MMP element joined the 5th Division at its’ Ferry Post camp.  Here 

the men trained under the watchful eye of Major Edgar Langley, DSO, he had previously served 

with the 13th Light Horse and had also encouraged several of his men to join the MMP. 

 

The Headquarters element of the 5th Division, which included their military policemen, sailed for 

France aboard the Transylvania on 17 June 1916.  The Headquarter units quickly entrained from 

Marseilles and established themselves at Blaringhem, by the beginning of July the greater part of 

the 5th Division were in the surrounding area. 

 

The time at Blaringhem allowed Major Langley and his men time to practice their duties that would 

change little during their service on the Western Front.  During their time at Blaringhem, which was 

regarded as a ‘nursery’ sector, Langley was able to deploy his men on the roads and let them learn 

their duties in relative safety. 

 

Ernest continued to serve with the 5th Division throughout the remainder of 1916; on 1 January 

1917 he was promoted to the rank of staff sergeant.  Remaining on the Western Front with his unit 

through 1917, Ernest was again promoted on 27 January 1918, on this occasion to warrant officer 

(class two). 

 

On 24 March 1918 Ernest was transferred back to Tidworth in England.  Less than two weeks later 

he marched into a depot at Weymouth and within two days was aboard the troopship A30 heading 

home to Australia.  It is not clear if his return to Australia was on compassionate grounds. 

 

Despite his early return to Australia, Ernest Hansen was not discharged from the AIF until 11 

January 1919.  Later correspondence on his file (dated 1927) shows he returned to the Cessnock 

district to live after the war.  Ernest also served in a Garrison Battalion in Australia for a time 

during WW2. 



275 CORPORAL Alfred Linacre HARSTON, MM 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Lin Harston was born at Windsor, Victoria; he was the only son of Henry and Sarah Harston.  

Raised at Glen Iris, Lin was a bright young man; he enjoyed his schooling and did well.  Towards 

the end of his schooling Lin was awarded a scholarship at the Working Men’s College 

(Melbourne?).  This entitled Lin to three years tuition in electrical training. 

 

Lin then worked for many years as an electrical engineer with Cumming and Co, in Little Collins 

Street, Melbourne.  He resigned his position with the company to enlist on 24 April 1915; his 

official attestation date became the 27 April. 

 

Shortly after joining up Lin was allotted to the newly forming 13th Light Horse Regiment.  The 13th 

Light Horse had begun forming at the Broadmeadows Camp, a few miles north of Melbourne, in 

March 1915. 

 

Major Edgar Langley, DSO, was the regiment’s 2nd in Charge, he closely scrutinized the new 

recruits as they joined the regiment.  The regiment drew men from all over Victoria, with a few 

New South Welshmen from the south of that state also joining their numbers. 

 

 

The regiment (with horses) 

sailed for the Middle East 

aboard the Persic on 28 

May, prior to boarding the 

regiment paraded through 

the streets of Melbourne.  

Unfortunately for the men 

the voyage began badly, 

bad weather causing 

discomfort for both men 

and mounts. 

 

The Persic docked at Suez on 26 June, but didn’t disembark the regiment until the 29th.  The 

regiment then traveled by train to Abbassia; here they established their first camp.  On 6 July half 

the regiment were allowed to visit the Pyramids; the Australian War Memorial holds a photo of Lin 

and a mate mounted on camels in front of the pyramids (a photo setting repeated by thousands of 

Diggers). 

 

On 13 July the regiment moved a short distance to a new camp called No 2 Oasis. Training in the 

desert then began in earnest as the troopers continued to hone their basic soldiering skills, a call up 

to fight at Gallipoli a likely course of action for the regiment.  Lin was sent on a Machine Gun 

Course at Zeitoun during July/August.  His interest in mechanics and engineering saw him do well 

and obtain good results. 

 

The call for the regiment to re-enforce the depleted Light Horse troops on Gallipoli finally came.  

The 13th Light Horse Regiment, along with 235 other units, boarded the Megantic on 4 September.  

The Megantic was (in pre-war days) part of the White Star Line and was a sister ship of the ill-fated 

Titanic. 

 



On its voyage to Mudros the Megantic also took on 

board survivors from the troopship Southland, 

which had been torpedoed during its voyage. The 

Megantic anchored in Mudros Harbour on 8 

September. 

 

The 13th Light Horse landed on the Gallipoli 

Peninsula on 11 September, moving to a bivouac 

site between Rest and Shrapnel Gullies.  On 14 

September the regiment became integrated with the 

6th Australian Infantry Brigade and took over 

trenches at Lone Pine.  So began a four-month 

association with Lone Pine. 

 

As the weather deteriorated, sickness took its toll.  

On 8 October the CO Colonel Dean was evacuated 

with influenza.  Major Langley took temporarily 

took command of the regiment.  The squadrons 

rotated two days in the Lone Pine trenches and four 

days out; this continued almost until the 

evacuation. 

 

On 13 December the regiment left Lone Pine and took over Thompson’s Lookout.  On the night of 

19 December the bulk of the regiment moved back to the jetty and boarded barges, which took them 

to the battleship HMS Mars.  The Mars delivered the regiment to Mudros. Here the distribution of 

Christmas parcels and the arrival of Australian mail helped brighten the trooper’s spirits.  The 

regiment spent Christmas and New Year on the island of Lemnos. 

 

On 4 January 1916 the regiment boarded the steamer SS Simla and returned to Alexandria.  Arriving 

four days later, once again having endured a fierce storm during the voyage. 

 

Trooper Harston was posted to the Headquarters of the 13th Light Horse on 16 March 1916.  A 

month later he was transferred to the 1st Light Horse Training Regiment; from there on 20 April, 

Lin was briefly transferred to the Machine Gun Battery, 4th Division (this was the machine gun unit 

that was to support the 13th Light Horse on the Western Front). 

 

Finally on 30 April Lin was transferred to the MMP (Mounted Military Police) of the 

5th Australian Divisional Headquarters at Ismailia.  Possibly Lin was influenced in this 

move by Major Langley.  Major Langley transferred to the Provost Corps in early February, 

becoming the APM (Assistant Provost Marshall) for the 5th Australian Division.  A well liked 

officer, Langley, no-doubt, influenced several of his best men to follow him to the provosts. 

 

An Australian Division at full strength numbered around 21,000 men, even as the first elements of 

the 5th Division’s Headquarters arrived in France the Division was still being assembled.  The 

Headquarters elements established themselves at Blaringhem, by the beginning of July the greater 

part of 5th Division were in the surrounding area. 

 

The 5th Division’s official baptism of fire came during the Battle of Fromelles, although many of 

the men had already seen service with the 1st Division on Gallipoli.  The battle cost the division 

heavily with nearly all its battalions suffering major losses. 

 



Trooper Harston was formally transferred from the MMP to the Anzac Provost Police Corps (later 

Australian Provost Corps) on 16 September 1916, this was only an administrative move and the 

MMP continued to carry out the same duties.  In October the 5th Division joined the 1st, 2nd and 4th 

Divisions on the Somme around Flers.  Lin remained attached to the Headquarters of the 5th 

Australian Division for the remainder of his time on the Western Front.   

 

Lin’s association with the 13th Light Horse would not have ended totally. The 13th Regiment was 

often tasked with traffic control duties and prisoner escorts, at times working closely with the 5 th 

Divisional provosts. 

 

Lin was promoted to Corporal on 1 January 1917.  The official strength of a Divisional Provost 

Unit was two Officers and twenty-five other ranks.  Major Langley (APM) had a APM learner 

(Traffic Control Officer) under him.  The section was under the control of a Sergeant Major (often 

referred to as the Majio). 

 

In September 1917 Lin was recommended for a Military Medal for his actions while conducting 

traffic control duties on the Menin Road.  Trooper Donald Robertson was also recommended for the 

award for his actions.  The pair were good friends within the provost unit.  The citation for their 

award was as a follows: 

 

“Corporal Harston and Trooper Robertson were at Menin Advanced Dressing Station on 26th 

September 1917, and were subjected to very heavy enemy shelling and bombs during the whole 

time.  In spite of this they carried out their duties in a courageous and cool manner.  Several times 

it was only due to their coolness and courage that traffic was able to get through and they were the 

means of saving the lives of many men and preventing transport from being blown up.”   

 

Major Langley and the then TCO, Lieutenant Gerald Freer, both formally congratulated Lin and 

Donald on the award of their Military Medals, stating that both awards were ‘thoroughly deserved’.  

Lieutenant Freer, like Major Langley, was a well respected officer, having worked his way through 

the ranks and having been recognised for his coolness in action on several occasions.  

 

Perhaps the dangers faced during that incident 

prompted Lin to prepare a will on 1 October.  

Trooper’s Donald Robertson and Charles Spence 

both witnessed the document; in the event of his 

death all Lin’s affect’s were to be left to his mother. 

 

During the month of May the 5th Division was in 

the line as the central divisional sector of the Corps 

front.  The sector lay astride the Somme.  In terms 

of fighting the month was a relatively quiet one. 

 

The 5th Divisional provost’s established their posts 

along the main supply route to ensure the smooth 

flow of traffic.  Posts were established ready to 

assist the casualty clearing stations.  The lack of 

casualties meant that Major Langley and his new 

TCO, Lieutenant McKay were able to task their 

men to assist with salvage operations around 

Corbie.  

 

 



One of Lin Harston’s last entries in his field notebook, dated 19 May 1918, records him 

accompanying an Australian soldier to a brothel, for the purpose of identifying the offending 

prostitute that had probably given the soldier venereal disease.  That was to be Lin’s last entry, the 

following morning he was killed when a shell landed in the billet where many of the 5 th Division’s 

traffic control men were staying in the village of Daours. 

 

Daours is to the north of Amiens, and is on the Amiens-Albert railway line, for this reason it was 

the obvious site for several casualty-clearing stations. The village is not far from Corbie where the 

5th Div Provo’s were helping carry out salvage operations for their Division. During large battles 

the village would have been packed with horse and motor ambulances; hence the need for traffic 

posts in the village. 

 

A Red Cross statement made by Major Langley, described the tragic results of that explosion.  His 

statement, made in September 1918, is slightly flawed as it records the event as occurring at 

Vignacourt (this village is several kilometres to the west of Daours), all other details are correct: 

 

 “I saw this man after he had been killed by shell-fire on May 20th, 1918, at Vignacourt on the 

Somme.  This was in the morning about 7 o’clock.  The same shell killed one other man and 

three others were wounded.  He was buried at the Military Cemetery at Daours (Somme).  I 

cannot remember anything about his effects.  A cross was erected by the Provost Corps over 

his grave.  He was in my unit and one of the best men I had, having been with me since the 

formation of the Division.  He had been with me ever since we left Australia. Known as ‘Lin’. 

 

In a cruel twist of fate it was Lin’s friend, Trooper Donald Robertson that was also killed by the 

same shell.  Trooper Fred White and Private Archie Scott (a traffic control man) died a day later 

from the wounds they received.  Trooper John Dempsey was also badly wounded by the shell and 

was subsequently evacuated to England. 

 

Lin Harston and Donald Robertson were both laid to rest in the Daours Communal Cemetery; 

Reverend A. Sheville, attached to the 56th Battalion, oversaw Lin’s burial.  Daours Communal 

Cemetery Extension was close to the frontline, it contains the graves of 1224 soldiers, 458 of them 

Australian.  Nearly all the Diggers died of wounds between May and September 1918 and every 

man’s grave is formally identified. 

    

      “There was one who knew Lin Harston but did not feel a little glow of pride when the news of 

his award (Military Medal) came through.  Now that pride is still there, a silent tribute to the 

memory of one who passed a little further along the road, after three years in khaki, fighting for his 

loved ones on the other side of the world.  Lin Harston was an Anzac.” 

 

 

752 PRIVATE Grattan Leslie HAY 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Grattan Hay (known as Les) was born at Terang in Victoria; he described himself as a farmer when 

he stepped forward to enlist at Colac.  Grattan was 21 years of age when he joined up, after a short 

time at an AIF Depot he was allotted to C Company of the 24th Battalion. 

 

Private Hay’s draft sailed from Melbourne aboard the ____ on 8 May 1915.  After more training in 

Egypt the battalion landed on Anzac Cove in early September as part of the 2nd Australian Division.  

Les served on the peninsula up until 12 December 1915, when he was admitted to a field 

ambulance, he was diagnosed as suffering from pneumonia. 



 

Only a few days later he was sent by hospital ship back to Egypt, on 16 December he was admitted 

to the 21st General Hospital at Alexandria, here he was reported as suffering double pneumonia.  

Les’ parents were cabled and informed that their son was dangerously ill.  On 21 December Private 

Hay’s condition had begun to improve and he was transferred to the 1st AGH, Heliopolis. 

 

It was not until mid January 1916 that Les returned to duty at Tel-el-Kebir, only to be re-admitted to 

hospital a few days later suffering appendicitis.  Hay spent the next few months recuperating 

(following an operation?) and then at various depots as he prepared to rejoin his unit.  

 

With the call for volunteers for the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps Private Hay was selected 

and formally joined the corps on 3 April 1916 at Abbassia. Les spent the next four months training 

and being assessed as to his suitability to be a military policeman. 

 

Trooper Hay was one of those sent to the U.K. to establish an Anzac 

Provost Corps Depot there, that large contingent of men sailed for England 

aboard the Tunisian on 3 August 1916.  After a short time at a Parkhouse 

Camp the corps took up a permanent base at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. 

 

Tidworth was a British Military Garrison Town; the barracks the men 

occupied were substantial.  The rooms were small but the men had an 

electric light and heating, making the barracks quite comfortable. 

 

On 6 November 1916 Trooper Hay was charged that three days earlier he had left his post at 

Wareham without authority and subsequently being found to be drunk and AWL (absent without 

leave).  Les’s C.O., Colonel Williams, found him guilty of the offence, Les forfeited ten days pay 

for the offences.  

On 6 Les joined Trooper’s ____ and ___ in being sent to France to join the divisional 

MMP there.  On 18 December the trio marched out of the Etaples Depot and two days 

later were attached for duty with the MMP of the 5th Australian Division.  

 

Les served with the 5th Division’s MMP throughout 1917.  Hay’s file shows that he was gassed on 

24 April 1918; he was probably around the Corbie area.  The divisional MMP suffered several 

casualties from shelling (both gas and shrapnel) during the month; Les was not too badly affected 

by the gas, remaining in France for his treatment. 

 

On 18 May 1918 Les was fit enough to return to duty at the Le Havre Depot, from there he reported 

back to the 5th Division about a week later.  Hay remained with the 5th Division’s MMP for the 

remainder of 1918, in late August he became eligible for two weeks leave which he took in the U.K. 

 

On 30 December 1918 Trooper Hay was sent back to England to await a passage back to Australia 

(1915 personnel).  Les appears to have been sent to Tidworth and spent the next few months there, 

many of the provosts were retained for duty there as troops flooded the U.K. awaiting a troopship 

home, Les was promoted to corporal at Tidworth. 

 

In early April 1919 Corporal Hay was one of those sent to Colombo under Captain Neill and 

Lieutenant McMeikan.  Les arrived at Colombo on 3 May.  Les remained on duty at Colombo up 

until the need for the detachment no longer existed. 

 

Corporal Hay returned to Victoria aboard the Delta, leaving Colombo on 16 August 1919.  Les Hay 

was discharged from the AIF at Melbourne on 17 November. 

 



 

4131 SERGEANT Gladstone Norman HEATHCOTE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Gladstone Heathcote enlisted in Sydney on 6 September 

1915. ‘Smacker’, as he was more commonly known, was 

a storeman on the Railways before joining up. Smacker 

Heathcote had lived in Wellington (New South Wales) 

for a time whilst working on the railways. He was 

married to Charlotte. 

 

Smacker initially joined up as part of the Special 

Tramway Company reinforcements, but was soon 

transferred to the 10th Reinforcements of the 17th 

Battalion. Private Heathcote sailed for the Middle East on 

8 March 1916. Shortly after arriving in Egypt, Smacker 

was sent to England aboard the Megantic, departing 

Alexandria on 28 May and arriving in Plymouth a little 

over a week later. 

 

After a brief period at the 5th Training Battalion at 

Rollestone, on 6 August Smacker was transferred to the 

Australian Provost Marshall (APM) staff of the 3rd 

Division. On 22 August he was admitted to the Bulford 

Military Hospital suffering venereal disease. Smacker 

received treatment for 50 days. 

 

On 10 October 1916 Smacker Heathcote was discharged from hospital and marched back to the 5 th 

Training Battalion. Two weeks later he was formally transferred to the APM Depot (Provost 

Training), Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth. 

Smacker was taken on strength with the Anzac (later Australian) Provost Corps on 1 January 1917. 

On that date his substantive rank was corporal, but he was given the rank of acting sergeant. 

 

Promoted to sergeant on 23 June, Heathcote was shipped out to France the following day. After a 

brief period at the Base Depot at Rouelles, Smacker was detached for duty with the 5 th Australian 

Division.   Right: Gladstone Heathcote [Courtesy Joy Burrell] 

 

Smacker remained with the 5th Division for the remainder of 1917. The provosts were 

attached to the Divisional Headquarters, and numbered one officer and 26 other ranks, 

all mounted. Within the 5th Division they were under the capable command of the APM, Major 

Edgar Langley. As well, a provost lieutenant was attached as a Traffic Control Officer, and he had 

charge of about 50 men from the division who were employed on traffic control duties. 
 

On 3 December 1917, Smacker was transferred back to England to prepare for a three-month stint 

at Cape Town, South Africa. (At this time, troopships were calling into this port en route to and 

from England). After a week at No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth Smacker sailed for Cape Town 

on 20 December. 

 

Gladstone Heathcote arrived at Cape Town on 19 January 1918, for duty with the Anzac Provost 

Staff, Cape Town.  Smacker remained in South Africa until 5 March. 

 



At the completion of his detachment, he boarded the Cardonia and returned to the UK and was 

based again at Tidworth. Heathcote’s documents show that in a mix-up concerning his movements, 

he was listed as being AWL. On 5 May he was admitted to hospital for several days with scabies. 

 

Smacker was formally charged with being AWL on 15 May, and was also charged with being 

improperly dressed when travelling between Bulford and Tidworth on that same day. A district 

court martial was held on 23 May, at which Smacker pleaded ‘not guilty’ to both charges. The court 

martial, however, found him guilty on both charges. Consequently he was fined 7 day’s pay (the 

term of his detention) and forfeited his seniority within the corps. 

 

On 3 June 1918 Heathcote was again sent to France and the 5th Division. He was with this division 

when the armistice was signed, and remained in France until January 1919. 

 

On 11 January Smacker returned to Tidworth, and was soon in trouble again. On 24 February he 

was charged with: (1) failing to appear at a place of Parade appointed by his CO, and (2) disobeying 

a lawful command given by his superior officer. Heathcote received a severe reprimand form Lt-

Col J Williams, the head of the Australian Provost Corps. Somehow, Smacker retained his rank of 

sergeant. 

 

In June, Heathcote was released on leave to undertake non-military employment (NME) during 

which he trained as a motor mechanic in the Wilts district. On 11 September NME was cancelled 

and he was sent to London. 

 

Finally, on 9 December 1919, Smacker boarded the Borda and began his return voyage to Australia. 

He reached home soil in early February and was discharged from the AIF two months later. 

 

 

 

 

6022 TROOPER Leslie HITCHCOCK 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Leslie Hitchcock hailed from the tiny village of Lankey’s Creek in New South Wales.  The village 

is located in farming country and is mid-way between Holbrook and Tumbarumba, not far from the 

Victorian border.  Albury is the largest centre to the south west of the village. 

 

Les was 25 years of age, still single and was working as a farm labourer near his home district, 

when he chose to enlist on 1 March 1916.  Enlisting at Cootamundra, Les was allocated regimental 

number N2181 as he commenced his training at the Cootamundra Camp.  Les remained at 

Cootamundra until 17 April. 

 

On 18 April, Les arrived at the Liverpool Army camp and became part of the 19th re-enforcements 

for the 4th Battalion.  Les then had a further four months training before embarking for England. 

 

Les’ draft sailed aboard the Wiltshire on 22 August 1916; during the voyage Les was admitted to 

the ship’s hospital suffering from over exuberance while in Liverpool (venereal disease).  The 

Wiltshire docked at Plymouth on 12 October. 

 

The 19th re-enforcements for the 4th Battalion marched into the 1st Training Battalion. Les and the 

other men received a further two months ‘toughening up’ before joining their battalion in France. 

 



Les sailed for France aboard the Arundel on 13 December.  The men were sent to the Etaples depot 

prior to joining their battalion.  Two days after his arrival at Etaples Les was admitted to the 26 th 

General Hospital suffering tonsillitis. 

 

Private Hitchcock finally joined the 4th Battalion on the Western Front on New Years Eve 1916.   

Settling in to the routine of life on the front, Les survived those first few months of 1917 unscathed.  

 

Les was wounded on the 6 May 1917 

as his battalion fought in the Second 

Battle of Bullecourt.  Les was admitted 

to the 5th Field Ambulance suffering 

shrapnel wounds to his head and right 

arm.  

 

Following the normal method of 

treatment Les was evacuated back to a 

Casualty Clearing Station on 7 May.  

From there he was sent back to the 47th 

General Hospital at Le Treport. 

 

 

Les was evacuated to England on 16 May, where he was admitted to the Brock War Hospital at 

Woolwich.  On 8 June Les was fit enough to be transferred to the 3rd Auxilary Hospital at Dartford, 

possibly still suffering from the trauma of his wounding?  

 

When fully recovered Les was granted two weeks furlough, prior to recommencing training.  At the 

completion of his leave on 2 July 1917 Les reported to the No 4 Command Depot at Wareham.  

 

On 31 August 1917 Les was attached to the Anzac Provost Corps for duty at their Codford 

detachment.  Four days later Private Hitchcock was taken on strength by the Provost Corps, Les’ 

rank now became trooper.   

 

After a short time with the Codford Detachment, Les was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth for 

formal military police training.  Les remained posted to the Tidworth area until mid 1918. 

 

In line with the rotation policy of the Provost Corps, Les was transferred back to France on 8 June.  

Les spent a short time at the cavalry base depot at Rouen (MMP were mounted troops) prior to 

being allotted to a unit. 

 

On 14 June 1918 Trooper Hitchcock was attached to the Headquarters of the Australian 

5th Division for duty.  Les would remain with the 5th Division while on the Western 

Front. 

 

In early August the 5th Division MMP were stationed around Harbonnieres, it was near 

Harbonnieres that Les Hitchcock was killed in action on 8 August 1918.  The Germans described 

the 8th of August as ‘Der Schwartz Tag’ (the Dark Day) as the momentum well and truly turned to 

the allies. 

 

Lieutenant Gerald Freer, the 5th Division’s TCO (traffic control officer) in a later Red Cross 

statement gave details of Les’s death and a small insight into Les himself; 

 



          ‘Informant described Hitchcock as about 5 feet 9 inches high, well built, dark complexion, 

aged in his twenties.   He had an impediment in his speech.’ 

 

           Informant states that on the 8th or 9th of August last, he was in command of a convoy of about 

1000 German prisoners, Hitchcock being under his orders.  While Hitchcock was engaged in his 

duties, he was hit when just outside Harbonnieres by an enemy aeroplane bomb.   Informant saw 

him fall from his horse, and went over to him and rendered him first aid.  He died in the presence of 

Informant, about 10 minutes after being hit.   He was buried that night in a small Military Cemetery 

outside Harbonnieres.   The grave was fixed up later with a small wooden cross with his name etc., 

on a bit of tin affixed thereto, and Informant saw it.  

            According to Informant, Hitchcock was a well liked chap.   He was booked to go to England 

in a few days, for the purpose of being married. 

 

Another request for information on Les’ death drew a reply that he had been on ‘police patrol’ 

under Corporal Leslie Read’s command at the time.  The truth was probably a combination of the 

two statements, considering that there would have been large numbers of German prisoners 

captured on the day of Les’ death. 

 

A later statement, made by Lieutenant Coates stated that Les was buried near the Crucifix, 

Harbonnieres.  Les’s body would later be re-interred to the Heath Cemetery at Harbonnieres. 

 

 

 



142 LANCE CORPORAL Walter Raymond KINGSTON 

56th Battalion/5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

Walter Kingston hailed from the Dungog district in New South Wales, he was 19 years of age and 

working as a bank clerk prior to enlisting.  Like most young men of his generation he had 

undertaken cadet training while at school. 

 

Walter joined up on 10 January 1916; initially he was allotted to the 16th re-enforcements for the 4th 

Battalion.  Those men arrived in Egypt on 1 May 1915. 

 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt Walter was re-allocated to the 56th Battalion (the nucleus of men 

coming from the 4th Battalion).  Walter became part of the 14th Brigade, with the newly formed 5th 

Australian Division. 

 

The 56th Battalion sailed for the Western Front aboard the Huntsend on 19 June 1916.  The battalion 

disembarked at Marseilles on 29 June.  For the remainder of 1916 Walter served with the 56th 

Battalion. 

 

On 2 January 1917 Walter was attached for duty with the 14th Brigade Headquarters.  A 

little over two weeks later he was detached for traffic duty with the 5th Division’s 

Headquarters.  Walter remained posted to Divisional HQ throughout 1917.  On 23 November he 

was formally transferred to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment.  

 

Shortly after becoming a traffic man Walter was promoted to lance corporal.  Walter would have 

known several of the other traffic men; many were from the 56th Battalion. 

 

Walter served as a traffic man under Lieutenant’s Freer and McKay throughout 1918.  Captain 

Cooper, the then DAPM, in January 1919 made mention in despatch of Walter’s good work with 

the unit (his citation unfortunately shows no wording to clarify his actually deeds or behaviour). 

 

In early 1919 Walter was admitted to hospital suffering from venereal disease.  After 92 days 

treatment he was deemed to be fit to return to duty.  Part of his treatment had been in France, for the 

remainder he was sent back to England. 

 

Walter remained in England to await a passage back to Australia.  On 22 May 1919 Walter 

Kingston boarded the troopship Durham at Liverpool and began his voyage home. 

 

  

 

914 LANCE CORPORAL Roy KIRWAN 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Roy Kirwan was nearly 22 years of age when he enlisted on 22 January 1915.  Roy hailed from 

Tasmania, stating that he had been working as a miner.  Roy became a trooper with the 3 rd Light 

Horse Regiment; he sailed for Egypt aboard the Port Lincoln in April 1915.  After a time in Egypt, 

Roy was sent to Anzac Cove, arriving on 6 August. 

 

Dental problems and an old injury to his left knee saw Roy evacuated to the Hospital Ship Dongola 

on 20 September.  Five days later Roy was admitted to the Royal Naval Hospital at Malta.  In early 

November Roy was fit enough to be sent to the All Saints Convalescence Camp (still at Malta).  On 

4 January 1916 Roy was sent back to Egypt aboard the Bornia (?). 



 

After being offloaded at Alexandria on 12 January Roy spent a short time at an overseas arrival 

depot.  From there he was sent to Heliopolis in readiness to rejoin a Light Horse Regiment. 

 

 With the call for volunteers for the MMP (Mounted Military Police) on 4 March 1916 

Roy was accepted.  Originally Roy was allotted to the MMP of the 4th Division.  Most 

of those men were then on 12 March formally transferred to the 5th Division. 

 

These new MMP joined their Division at Ferry Post.  Roy received his military police training 

within the unit, as they awaited the call for the Division to move to the Western Front. 

 

 The 5th Division provosts sailed for France with the other Headquarter units aboard the 

Transylvania on 17 June 1916.  Shortly after their arrival in France the Division established itself 

around Blaringhem. 

 

On 15 September 1916 Roy was promoted to lance corporal.  A day later the MMP of the 

Australian Divisions were formally transferred to the Anzac Provost [Police] Corps. 

 

A severe bout of the flu in November saw attend the 14th Field Ambulance on 23 November.  Roy 

was evacuated back to a casualty clearing station and then back to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen 

on 25 November. 

 

Roy’s condition was serious enough to require evacuation to England.  On 11 December he was 

admitted to the 1st London General Hospital. 

 

By 20 January 1917 Roy was fit enough to be released on furlough, he was granted two weeks leave 

and ordered to report to a depot at Perham Downs on 5 February.  After a short time at No 1 

command depot at Perham Downs Roy was sent to the Military Police Barracks at Tidworth.  

 

Roy remained at Tidworth for over four months.  It was not until mid June 1917 that he was warned 

out for a return to France. 

 

Leaving England on 24 June Roy then spent a short time at a depot at Rouelles before rejoining the 

5th Division on 5 July.  The 5th Division were at this time in the vicinity of Henecourt. 

 

In late September the 4th and 5th Divisions relieved the 1st and 2nd Divisions.  The 5th Division took 

control of the sector in front of Ypres, facing Polygon Wood. 

 

For their actions while manning traffic posts in this sector both Roy and Lance Corporal William 

Peters received recognition of their bravery through Mention in Corps Orders.  Put forward by 

Major Langley their citation read as follows: 

 

On the morning of the 21st October 1917, the Cross Roads at WESTHOEK were being 

heavily shelled and an ammunition wagon drawn by six horses was hit – two of the drivers 

being wounded.  These two N.C.O’s went to the assistance of the remaining driver, although 

the shelling continued, and succeeded in getting the horses unharnessed and getting them 

away.  

  

On previous occasions while on patrol on the WESTHOEK circuit these two N.C.O’s 

showed great courage and coolness while under very heavy shell fire and set a splendid 

example to all on the road. 

 



 
 
The scene on the Westhoek Circuit after being heavily shelled, this photo was taken during the same month that 

Roy Kirwan was mentioned in despatch. 

 

On 10 December 1917 Roy became eligible for two weeks leave in the UK.  He rejoined his unit 

only three days before the New Year.  On 3 February 1918 Roy was charged with being AWL 

(absent without leave) for one and a half hours on 24 January.   Major Langley reprimanded Roy 

over the incident. 

 

Roy continued to serve with the 5th Division until 30 May 1918, when he reported to the 14th Field 

Ambulance, once again troubled by his left knee.  This was the knee that had given him trouble on 

the Gallipoli peninsula and although aggravated by, was not the result of war service.  

   

Evacuated back to the 1st USA General Hospital, Roy remained there until 30 June. He was then 

sent to a convalescent depot at Le Havre.  At Le Havre Roy was medically downgraded to B11 

because of his knee.  Because of his troublesome knee (and probably because he had seen his fair 

share of service) Roy was earmarked for a return to Australia. 

 

On 28 August 1918 Roy boarded the Arawa for his return voyage to Australia.  Roy Kirwan was 

discharged from the AIF on 4 December 1918. 

 

 

1774 TROOPER Henry August LAUCHS 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Henry Lauchs (shown right) was nearly 20 years of age when he stepped forward to join up at 

Colac in Victoria on 4 January 1915. Henry stated he was born at Warracknabeal and that he had 

seen service with the ‘Citizens Forces’ (militia).  After a short time at a depot on 12 February Henry 

was allotted as a reinforcement for the 5th Battalion. Private Lauchs became part of the 4th 

reinforcements for the 5th Battalion.  

 

Henry’s draft sailed for Egypt aboard the Wiltshire on 14 April 1915. That draft would have only 

arrived in Egypt in mid-May 1915 and only days after their arrival (on 22 May) were on their way 

to serve on Anzac Cove, Henry is shown as joining the 5th Battalion near the ANZAC Beachhead 

on 27 May.  

 



Henry spent just over three months on the peninsula, he 

had joined the battalion after the Battle of Krithia which 

had cost the 2nd Brigade (to which the 5th Battalion 

belonged) heavy casualties. The 5th Battalion also took 

part in fighting at Lone Pine in August, Henry remained 

unwounded, but like so many others it would be ill-health 

that would force him to go to a field ambulance on 27 

August, Henry was diagnosed as suffering nephritis.  

 

Sent back to Egypt aboard the hospital ship, Gascon 

Henry arrived at Alexandria on 1 September 1915, from 

Alexandria he was sent to Cairo for treatment. It’s unclear 

if Henry actually rejoined his battalion again in early 

1916, or was still at a depot awaiting that return. In late 

March 1916 he volunteered to join the newly formed 

Anzac Provost Corps and was formally taken on strength 

by the corps at Abbassia on 3 April 1916.  

 

Four months later Henry was part of the contingent sent to 

England aboard the Tunisian. These men helped form the 

main Australian provost depot in England, after a few 

weeks at the Parkhouse Camp the Anzac Provost Corps was given Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth 

as a permanent depot. 

 

Henry’s file doesn’t give an exact date, but at some stage he was transferred to the London 

Detachment (Warwick Square), his file shows that in late September 1917 he was part of the 

London Detachment. A nominal roll from around that time includes Henry’s name, it shows over 

100 men being part of that detachment.  

 

January 1918 shows him back at Tidworth, on 11 January Henry was promoted to lance corporal. In 

early October 1918 he was sent to France (it appears he probably reverted to being a trooper). After 

a few days at a depot at Rouen henry was attached for duty with the 5th Divisional 

MMP Detachment. Trooper served with the 5th Division as a MMP for just over two 

months.  

 

On 31 December 1918 Henry was sent back to England to prepare for his own return to Australia 

(as a 1915 enlistee). Upon returning to the U.K., he marched into the Hurdcott Depot, as a military 

policemen Henry was probably encouraged to remain on duty in England, rather than taking a 

passage home. 

 

Henry was still in England (Tidworth?) when he was promoted to corporal on 10 February 1919. 

Corporal Lauchs was one of those men that was ‘warned out’ that they would form a detachment at 

Colombo. Australian troops having played up at that port as they returned to Australia.  The 

detachment didn’t leave England until 3 April 1919, doing so aboard the Warwickshire, the 

detachment reached Colombo on 3 May.  

 

During his time at Colombo in early June Henry spent a few days in hospital. The Colombo 

Detachment ceased duty on 16 August 1919 and the men returned to Australia aboard the Delta. 

Henry Lauchs arrived back in Victoria on 3 September, he was discharged from the AIF on 2 

November 1919.  

 

 



280 TROOPER Oscar LAWSON 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Oscar Lawson enlisted in New South Wales shortly after the outbreak of war on 28 September 

1914.  Oscar became an original member of the 6th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

Sailing aboard the troopship Suevic on 21 December 1914 the 6th Regiment headed for Egypt as 

part of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade.  The regiment disembarked in Egypt on 1 February 1915.  The 

regiments of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade landed on Anzac Cove in late May 1915 and were 

attached to the 1st Australian Division.  The bulk of the 6th Regiment became responsible for the 

sector on the far right of the ANZAC line. 

 

Oscar’s documents show that he attended the 1st Casualty Clearing Station on 18 July suffering 

diarrhoea.  He was subsequently evacuated to the 3rd Light Horse Field Ambulance on Mudros for 

treatment. 

 

On 30 July Oscar rejoined his regiment back on the Gallipoli Peninsula.  On 3 September was again 

back at the Clearing Station, on this occasion because of shrapnel wounds to his shoulder. 

 

Oscar was evacuated to the 

Hospital Ship Salta and sent 

back for treatment at the 1st 

Australian General Hospital.  

On 17 September he was 

transferred to the No 3 

Auxilary Hospital at 

Heliopolis. (pictured right)  

 

Having recovered from his 

shrapnel wounds Oscar was 

in and out of hospitals and 

convalescing depots for the 

next couple of months with 

what was initially diagnosed 

as jaundice, but later 

confirmed to be venereal disease.  Oscar was to lose 24 days pay while under treatment.  

 

After recovering from various medical conditions Oscar was sent to the 2nd Light Horse Reserve 

Regiment on 1 March 1916.  The Reserve Regiments provided refresher training prior to troops 

rejoining, or re-enforcements prior to joining a regiment. 

 

On 27 March Oscar opted to transfer to the artillery.  He briefly became a gunner allotted to the 58 th 

Battery of the 15th Field Artillery Brigade.  Several days later (1 April) Oscar was re-allocated to 

the 13th (?) Field Artillery Brigade.  On 18 April Oscar was re-mustered as a driver. 

 

Oscar’s documents show that he initially served with the 15th (?) Field Artillery on the Western 

Front.  On 9 July 1916 he was transferred to the 25th Field Artillery Brigade. 

 

On 17 September 1916 Oscar was transferred to the APM’s (Major Langley) staff of the 

5th Division.  Oscar was formally taken on strength of the Anzac Provost Corps as a 

trooper. 



 

Oscar Lawson continued to serve as a military policeman on the Western Front for the remainder of 

his time overseas.  Because of his 1914 enlistment Oscar and several others from the 5th Division 

MMP became due for three months furlough to Australia in October 1918. (See Freer, Davidson 

and Ellard) 

 

Oscar sailed for home on 8 October 1918 aboard the Port Darwin.  With the declaration of peace on 

11 November the need for the ‘originals’ of the AIF to return to Europe ceased to exist. Oscar 

Lawson was discharged from the AIF on 24 February 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1152 CORPORAL Michael John LEDWIDGE 

Headquarters 5th Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Michael Ledwidge enlisted on the first occasion on 1 October 1914, his regimental number of 1152 

is from that enlistment when he became part of the 1st reinforcements for the Victorian 7th Battalion. 

Ledwidge was born and raised in the small village of Carrathool not far from Hay in New South 

Wales, the third son of Michael and Rose Ledwidge. Three of his brothers Arthur, Albert and Frank 

would also serve. 

Michael enlisted in 

Victoria and was sent to 

the Broadmeadows Camp 

in Victoria to train. 

Michael was still single, 

he was 27 years of age 

and stood an imposing 6’ 

4” and weighed 13 stone 

7 pound. Private 

Ledwidge’s draft 

embarked for Egypt 

aboard the Themistocles 

on 22 December 1914.  

 

 

 

Private Michael Ledwidge landed on Gallipoli with the 7th Battalion on 25 

April 1915. However by 30 April he was back in Cairo being admitted to No 2 

General Hospital, suffering a ‘gunshot wound’ to his right knee. Michael’s 

brother, Arthur (Curley) [shown right] had landed with the New South Wales 

13th Battalion on that first day, he was killed on 28 April, he was buried 

overlooking the landing site. 

 

After recovering sufficiently on 6 June Michael was sent to a convalescent depot. On 10 July he 

returned to duty at the ‘Overseas Base’ and on 19 July was aboard the Ascanius heading back to 

Gallipoli. Private Ledwidge rejoined his battalion on the peninsula on 29 July 1915. 

 

It would appear the Michael was not fit 

enough to return to duty and only four 

days after landing on the peninsula was 

evacuated to hospital.  Michael was 

evacuated to Egypt aboard the hospital 

ship Neuralia.  Private Ledwidge 

remained in Egypt up until 9 February 

1916, when he was sent back to Australia 

on ‘Escort Duty’ aboard the Nestor 

(shown right). 

 

Private Albert George (Brown) Ledwidge was now also in uniform, he had spent nearly ten months 

in uniform as Provost Staff at the Liverpool camp during 1915, prior to opting for overseas service. 

Albert would also join the 13th Battalion (Arthur’s battalion), wounded in February 1917 Albert was 

sent back to Australia shortly after.  

 



The following article from The Hillston Spectator shows 

Michael’s second farewell from Carrathool in late November 

1916.  It appears that almost immediately after getting off the 

Nestor in Victoria that he re-enlisted, probably not even 

returning to Carrathool for a rest. 

 

A date of 24 April 1916 shows Ledwidge (shown right) 

joining ‘X Squadron’ as a Military Policeman, this was 

probably in Melbourne itself. October 1916 shows him at the 

Royal Park Depot (possibly where he had been a MP?) and 

being shuffled between several lots of reinforcements, his file 

shows him being allotted to the 22nd reinforcements for the 6th 

Battalion, the 23rd Battalion, the 2nd Battalion, the 18th 

reinforcements for the 24th Battalion and finally as part of the 

8th reinforcements for the 59th Battalion.  

 

Michael sailed with that draft aboard the Medic, departing the 

Port of Melbourne on 16 December 1916. Michael’s draft 

headed directly to England, during the voyage he held the 

acting rank of corporal. Upon arrival of the draft at the 

Hurdcott depot on 18 February 1917 Michael reverted back to 

his substantive rank of private. 

 

 
After several months at Hurdcott on 10 May 1917 Ledwidge 

opted to transfer to the Anzac Provost Corps, he was sent to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth to assess his suitability to 

be a military policeman.  Accepted by the corps Michael 

remained posted at Tidworth up until mid-June 1918.   

 

Another of his brother’s, Frank, also enlisted in August 

1917. Frank would serve with the 7th Light Horse Regiment 

in the Middle East.  

 

On 3 June Michael was sent to France, after a 

week at the Cavalry Base Depot at Rouen he 

was detached for duty with the 5th Australian 

Division’s MMP Detachment. Michael remained with the 5th 

Division until 10 June 1919, on 10 February he had been 

promoted to corporal. 

 

Michael returned to Tidworth for the next few months, he 

was then sent for duty with the Warminster Detachment. 

Ledwidge then spent time with the London Detachment and 

then spent several months carrying out Non-Military 

Employment as a ‘painter and decorator’.  Michael was still 

working as a military policeman well into February 1920. 

 

In March he married 28 year old May Elizabeth Foley at St Andrew’s Church, Barnsbury in 

Middlesex. The couple were both given a berth aboard the Family Ship Hororata leaving England 

on 23 March 1920.  Michael was discharged from the AIF on ______ 



 

 

The couple settled back in the Carrathool district. In 1925 Michael was working at Dumbrell’s Saw 

Mill in Butoomba. While hauling logs with a horse a chain broke and Michael had been pinned 

under several logs, it was over an hour before he was heard and able to be rescued.  

 

With badly crushed legs Michael was rushed to hospital, as a result he lost one of his legs. In 1947 

May filed for divorce against Michael on the grounds of desertion, by that time the couple had been 

apart for several years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



188 CORPORAL Geoffrey Ronald LOMAS 

Headquarters 5th Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Geoffrey Lomas was born in the U.K., he was 19 years of age and working as a stockman when he 

stepped forward to enlist at Kensington (Sydney) on 1 September 1914.  Private Lomas became part 

of A Company with the newly formed 1st Battalion. 

 

The 1st Battalion had its camp in the 

Kensington Racecourse, it also 

carried out most of its training 

within the racecourse.  On 18 

October 1914 the battalion boarded 

the Afric as part of the first convoy 

of Australian and New Zealand 

troops sent to help the ‘Empire.’ 

 

The Afric arrived at Suez on 1 December, seven days later it docked at Alexandria, here the 

battalion disembarked and it entrained to Cairo. The 1st Battalion established its camp with the 

bounds of the large Mena Camp; the camp was close to the pyramids and would remain the 1st 

Battalion’s Base Camp up until its 

departure for the Dardanelles.  

 

On 4 April 1915 the battalion 

entrained to Alexandria and began 

preparations for sailing to the 

Dardanelles, the first stage was to the 

Lemnos Islands.  It appears that 

Private Lomas fell ill as his battalion 

headed for Gallipoli he is shown as 

being admitted to the No1 Stationary 

Hospital on Lemnos, suffering a 

‘septic sore left foot.’ Lomas was sent 

back to a hospital at Heliopolis 

(Egypt) for treatment. 

 

After his ‘false start’ Lomas did join his battalion on Anzac Cove, doing so on 7 May 1915.  Eight 

days later Geoffrey suffered a ‘bullet wound’ (possibly shrapnel?) to one of his arms.  Lomas 

appears to have received treatment on the peninsula.  

 

On 19 June he was sent back 

to the Helouan Convalescent 

Camp back in Egypt (shown 

right).  A week later 

Geoffrey returned to duty at a 

depot at Zeitoun. Private 

Lomas rejoined his battalion 

on the Gallipoli peninsula in 

mid November; he remained 

with his battalion until the 

evacuation of Anzac in mid 

December. 



With the expansion of the AIF in early 1916 the original battalions were split to form the nucleus of 

new battalions.  Private Lomas was one of those transferred to help form the 53rd Battalion.  It 

appears that his earlier wound to his arm may not have healed properly; he was admitted to the 2nd 

Australian Stationary Hospital at Tel-el-Kebir because of a ‘dislodged Lt radius?’ 

 

On 11 March 1916 he was transferred to the 3rd AGH (Australian General Hospital) at Abbassia and 

then on 21 March he was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis.  It was not until the 

end of March that Geoffrey was fit enough to be sent to the Ras-el-Tin Convalescence Camp at 

Alexandria. 

 

It was a further month 

before Lomas marched into 

the 1st Training Battalion at 

Tel-el-Kebir.  Private 

Lomas rejoined the 53rd 

Battalion at Ismailia on 2 

May 1916, the following 

day he was appointed lance 

corporal. 

 

Apparently his new rank 

‘went to his head’, on 5 

May Lance Corporal 

Lomas failed to salute an 

officer and used ‘insolent 

language to his superior 

officer.’  Geoffrey’s first stripe was quickly removed as he was busted back to private.  Only two 

days later on 7 May Lomas broke camp at Ismailia, he ended up in Alexandria and only surrendered 

to the Main Guard at Alexandria on 10 May. 

 

Lomas was returned to Ismailia where he underwent 28 days of Field Punishment No 

2, as well he forfeited 4 days pay.  Amazingly upon his return to duty Lomas was 

attached to the 5th Division’s Headquarters as a MMP! 

 

In mid June he sailed for France with the MMP aboard the Transylvania.   Trooper Lomas would 

serve as a MMP in France and Belgium up until early November 1917.  On 21 December 1916 his 

file indicates he was formally taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

In February 1917 Lomas was sent to hospital, the result of a venereal affliction.  Geoffrey received 

treatment in France at Etaples on the coast, that treatment continued until mid March.  Lomas was 

then ordered to report to the base depot at Etaples prior to returning to duty.  

 

Apparently Trooper Lomas took it upon himself to leave the Etaples Depot on 15 March and rejoin 

his unit; he did so without any formal orders.  Lomas rejoined the 5th Division MMP on 17 March 

where Major Langley, DSO formally admonished (guilty but no punishment) him for doing so.   

 

On 13 April 1917 Lomas was promoted to corporal, the entry on his file indicated he was to hold 

this rank ‘whilst doing clerical duties.’ That entry indicates that Lomas was most probably the 

clerical orderly for the APM (Major Langley most probably), by this stage of the war the divisional 

MMP had added a clerical position to their establishment.  As well as scribing orders and signals 

Lomas was probably tasked with maintaining the detachment’s was diary on behalf of his APM and 

TCO.  It appears that Geoffrey carried out this role for most of 1917. 



On 3 November 1917 Lomas transferred back to the 53rd Battalion, no reason for the transfer 

appears on his file for the return to his original unit.  In doing so Lomas reverted to his substantive 

rank of private, back with the 53rd Battalion in late January 1918 Geoffrey became eligible for three 

weeks leave to the U.K.  

 

In March Lomas had to be evacuated from the frontline suffering from trench fever.  Geoffrey 

received treatment in France, mainly at the 59th General Hospital; he then convalesced at Omer, 

Boulogne and then Beault.  On 18 April 1918 he returned to duty at the Le Havre Depot, only to be 

re-admitted to hospital on 25 April. 

 

On 1 May Lomas was discharged to a convalescence depot (still at Le Havre) he spent five days 

convalescing before returning to the main Le Havre Depot.  It was not until the end of May that 

Private Lomas rejoined the 53rd Battalion.   

 

About two weeks later Geoffrey was appointed lance corporal.  For most of July Lance Corporal 

Lomas was on course at the 14th Infantry School.  On 1 September Lomas was promoted to 

temporary corporal, several weeks later that rank was confirmed.  Because of his early enlistment 

Corporal Lomas became due for ‘1914 Leave’.  

 

On 3 October 1918 Lomas embarked from Taranto in Italy, joining many of the other originals of 

the AIF.  With the declaration of peace the following month the need for these men to return to 

active service ceased.  Geoffrey Lomas was discharged from the AIF on 24 February 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



404 CSM Alfred Amos LOVETT 

Headquarters 5th Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Alfred Lovett described himself as a 21 year farmer when he enlisted at the Roseberry Park 

recruiting office in Sydney on 1 September 1914.  Alf became part of C Squadron with the 1st Light 

Horse Regiment, the regiment sailed as part of the 1st convoy on 19 October 1914. 

 

The men of the 1st Light Horse Regiment were called upon to fight dismounted on the Gallipoli 

peninsula in early May 1915, several weeks after the infantry had stormed ashore. Corporal Lovett 

served with his regiment on the peninsula up until October, the regiment holding positions around 

Pope’s Hill (see Alf Millar’s write-up for more detail of the regiments landing).  

 

On 21 October Alf was admitted to a field ambulance suffering from the flu, he returned to duty 

five days later.  However the wintry conditions and life in the trenches saw Alf admitted to the 2nd 

Field Ambulance on Mudros in mid November 1915.  On 16 December he was transferred from the 

field ambulance to the 3rd AGH (Australian General Hospital) which was also located near Mudros, 

his condition listed as diphtheria.  The photos below show the 3rd AGH, the weather starting to turn 

cold;  

 

In January 1916 Alf was sent back to Egypt aboard the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle, he was then 

sent to hospital, firstly at Alexandria and then at Heliopolis.  It was not until 12 February that Alf 

returned to duty at the 1st Light Horse Reserve (Training) Regiment at Heliopolis, as he prepared to 

rejoin a fighting unit. 

 

On 4 March 1916 Corporal Lovett volunteered to join the MMP, he was possibly 

influenced by several others from the 1st Regiment doing the same, initially the men 

were allotted to be MMP for the newly formed 4th Division.  However only a week later those men 

were re-allotted to be MMP for the 5th Division, by now each Australian Infantry Division had 25 

MMP plus their regimental police in each battalion.  

 

The 5th Division’s MMP sailed for the Western Front aboard the troopship Transylvania.  Corporal 

Lovett was wounded by shrapnel to the stomach and chest on 19 July 1916, as the 5th Division 

received its baptism of fire at Fleurbaix (Fromelles).  Alf was evacuated back to Wimereux (___ ) to 

the 32nd Stationary Hospital. 

 

On 23 July Alf was evacuated to England for further treatment, he was admitted to a hospital in 

Leicester for a month.  On 24 August 1916 reported to No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs as 

he prepared for a return to France.  

 



It took a while for Alf to be medically upgraded and it was not until the 17th of September 1916 that 

Lovett rejoined his unit.  Corporal Lovett appears to have been happy to remain a MMP with the 5 th 

Division.  By late 1917 the provost corps was regularly carrying out rotations of their men, rotating 

those that had been at the front for sometime (such as Alf) back to England.  Alf however remained 

with the 5th Division.  

 

On 25 October Lovett became eligible for three months (as a 1914 enlistee), Alf however elected to 

take his leave in England, rather than returning to Australia.  Alf completed his leave on 9 January 

1919; he marched back into No 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny. 

 

 

Shortly after his rejoining his unit Alf was promoted to sergeant, he appears to have been placed in 

charge of a contingent of 1914 men awaiting their return to Australia.  On 18 February Alf was 

promoted to the rank of Extra Regimental Sergeant and was attached as permanent staff at No 1 

Command Depot. 

 

Several months later Lovett was promoted to CSM (temporary) and in July 1919 was formally 

promoted to the rank of CSM (Company Sergeant Major).   Alf was apparently not too fussed about 

returning to Australia, in June or July (?) 1919 he married Florence Spenceley in Middlesex.  On 12 

December Alf’s detachment to No 1 Command depot ceased and presumably he returned to military 

police duties for a time. 

 

On 9 January 1920 Alfred and Florence Lovett were given a berth back to Australia aboard the 

Megantic.  The Megantic (shown below) arrived back in Australia (Melbourne?) on 27 February; 

Alfred Amos Lovett was discharged from the AIF on 29 March 1920.   

 

 

 

 



189 LANCE CORPORAL Norman Harding LOWE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Anzac Provost Corps 

 

Norman Lowe was born at Kirkaldy, Scotland. Norman spent most of life in Scotland. The son of 

Charles and Margaret Lowe, Norman came to Australia, with his family, when he was about 21 

years of age (around 1909).  Norman had worked for a time as a sailor, but stated that he was 

working, ‘on the land’, prior to joining up on 21 August 1914.  Norman’s parents were living in 

Sydney. 

 

Private Lowe became part of the 2nd Battalion. The battalion had been raised within a fortnight of 

the declaration of war. The battalion sailed with the first convoy bound for Egypt, arriving there on 

2 December. 

 

Norman was with the 2nd Battalion when it landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915 as part of the 

second and third waves of the assault. In early May, Norman was promoted to lance corporal. 

 

Like many on the peninsula, Norman was affected by ill health, and on 18 July he attended the field 

ambulance feeling unwell (diagnosed as dyspepsia). Norman was subsequently evacuated to Malta 

for treatment, where he was admitted to the St George’s Hospital, Malta, on 25 July. 

 

When fit enough, on 2 August, Norman was transferred to the All Saints Convalescent Camp, still 

on Malta. However a bout of gastritis and dental troubles saw his recovery delayed and Norman 

was sent to England for further treatment. 

 

When fully recovered Norman was sent back to Egypt, he left England with the ‘27th draft’ of 

recovered men on 25 March 1916. Norman spent a short stint at the 1st Training Battalion at Tel-el-

Kebir, where he was transferred to the 54th Battalion. The 2nd Battalion split its men, retaining its 

own nucleus and providing a nucleus for the newly forming 54th Battalion. 

 

The 54th Battalion sailed for France aboard the Caledonian on 19 June. The new battalion’s baptism 

of fire came a month after its arrival on the Western Front during the Battle of Fromelles. The 

battalion suffered heavy casualties; luckily Norman was not one of them.   

 

Lance Corporal Lowe continued to serve with his battalion until October. On 18 

October 1916 he formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps as a MMP with the 

headquarters of the 5th Australian Division. The 5th Division’s military police and its traffic 

detachment were capably led by the APM, Major Edgar Langley, DSO. 

 

Only ten days after transferring to the MMP, on 28 October, Norman Lowe was killed when a shell 

struck the dugout he was helping to man. The shell also killed Corporal Harold Peak and wounded 

another man, Trooper Maurice Brown, fellow MMP Joe Roberts described Lowe’s death. 

 

 

Both Norman Lowe and Harold Peak were laid to rest in the Flat Iron Copse cemetery at Mametz.   

 



3212 E.R. CORPORAL William Thomas George MARCUS, MM 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

William Marcus was a native of South Australia, his father Thomas and family lived at Penola.  

William was nearly 23 years of age when he chose to enlist on 3 August 1915, William joined up 

alongside his brother John, the pair became part of the 7th re-enforcements for the 27th  Battalion.  

Those men sailed for Egypt aboard the troopship Medic leaving Adelaide on 12 January 1916. 

 

Upon their arrival in Egypt William and John were both re-directed to join the 32nd Battalion.  The 

pair reaching their battalion at its Duntroon Plateau camp on 6 April.  The 32nd Battalion was part of 

the 8th Brigade, which along with the 14th and 15th Brigades formed the infantry battalions of the 5th 

Australian Division. 

 

The 32nd Battalion sailed for the Western Front aboard the Transylvania, sailing out of Alexandria 

on 17 June 1916.  A few days later the troopship docked at Marseilles. 

 

Barely a month after its arrival in France the 32nd Battalion was in action.  The battalion’s baptism 

of fire occurred during the Battle of Fromelles, on 19 July 1916.  During the fighting of the 19th and 

20th July the 32nd Battalion lost, (killed or wounded) 17 officers and 701 men.  During the battle a 

shell burst close to William, shrapnel striking him in the chest and face.  Badly wounded William 

was evacuated firstly to Boulogne for treatment. On 23 July he was placed aboard a hospital ship 

and sent back to England. 

 

Upon his arrival in England William was admitted to the 2nd Western General Hospital at 

Manchester.  It was not until November that the last piece of shrapnel was removed from William’s 

chest. On 21 November William was transferred to the 3rd Auxilary Hospital at Dartford.  By 6 

December William was considered fit enough to return to duty, he was sent to a depot at 

Weymouth. 

 

William returned to France on 16 January 1917, rejoining his battalion on 21 January.  

A little over a month later William was promoted to lance corporal. Formally William’s 

documents show that he did not transfer to the Anzac Provost Corps until 30 November 1917. In 

reality he was serving as a military policeman prior to this, as he was serving with the 5 th Divisional 

Headquarters when recommended for a Military Medal on 30 September 1917.   

 

In the citation William’s unit is described as Anzac Provost Corps (attached 5th Div) and he is 

described as being a MMP (Mounted Military Police).  Major Langley, DSO, APM for the 5th 

Division recommended both William and Trooper Cowan for Military Medals for their actions: 

 

These two M.M.P. were on Battle/Straggler Post at HOOGE CRATER for 4 days and nights, 

from 24th to 27th inclusive and during the whole time showed great personal courage and 

devotion to duty.  When not on their post they were of great assistance in the evacuation of 

wounded and were untiring in their efforts to help, by acting as guides to Battalions coming 

up. 

  

The shelling was continuous and heavy, especially on the 25th and 26th during which they 

showed a great example in coolness and courage. 

 

Both men were subsequently awarded Military Medals.  William remained with the 5th Division 

Provosts on the Western Front for the remainder of the war.  On 1 October 1918 William was 

promoted to temporary corporal when Corporal Delaney was promoted. 



As the men with 1914 and 1915 service began to be sent back to Australia William was steadily 

promoted.  By mid June 1919 William held the rank of temporary sergeant. 

 

On his return to the UK William reverted to his substantive rank of corporal (extra regimental).  

Remaining now in England William was granted several periods of leave in between serving at 

Tidworth.  Finally on 9 December 1919 William Marcus boarded the Borda bound for Australia. 

William was discharged from the AIF on 26 March 1920. 

 

 

2451 SQUADRON SERGEANT MAJOR Gomer Clarence Lewis MARTIN 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Gomer Martin was born at Orange in New South Wales, he was nearly 27 years of age and working 

as a Police Constable at Cobar when he chose to enlist on 1 June 1915.  Shortly after enlisting 

Private Martin sailed with the 7th re-enforcements, 2nd Battalion, bound for further training in Egypt.  

During the voyage Martin was promoted to Acting Corporal. 

 

Those re-enforcements arrived in Egypt on 14 July 1915 (?), on 12 August Martin reverted back to 

the rank of Private.  Private Martin appears to have remained in Egypt and not to have joined his 

battalion on Anzac Cove (not verified). 

 

In early 1916 Martin was one of several hundred men who responded to a call to bolster the ranks 

of the Anzac Provost Corps.  On 3 April 1916, Martin was sent to Abbassia near Cairo, to undertake 

a one-month assessment and induction course.  At the completion of his course Martin was accepted 

as a military policeman and was posted to Cairo.  On 9 June he was promoted to corporal. 

 

From Cairo Corporal Martin was sent to England on 3 August 1916.  On 16 November he was 

detached to London for service with the Australian Garrison Military Police.   

 

On 26 December Martin was admitted to the 2nd Auxilary Hospital, London suffering from an ear 

complaint.  He remained in hospital until 11 January 1917, while in hospital his promotion to 

sergeant was approved, Martin remained with the GMP in London throughout 1917.  On 1 June he 

was promoted to staff sergeant. 

 

On 27 February 1918 Martin was posted from London to 

Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, this was the Provost Corps 

training depot for England.  On 6 March Martin was posted from 

Tidworth to a unit in France.  

 

 After a short time at the base depot at Le Havre and 

an even briefer stay at the Field Punishment 

Compound, Martin was attached for duty with the 5th Australian 

Division.  The provosts of the division were attached to the 

Headquarters; Major Edgar Langley, DSO, capably led them.  

Martin was promoted to Warrant Officer (Class II) and took 

charge as the Squadron Sergeant Major (often referred to as the 

‘Majio’). 

 
The village of Corbie; circa March 1918.  It was later partially 

demolished by shellfire. 
 



Sergeant Major Martin was gassed at Corbie on 13 May.  He was subsequently evacuated to 

England, and admitted firstly to the Boscombe Military Hospital, Hants.  On 23 May he was 

transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxilary Hospital at Dartford.  A week after Martin’s gassing, the 

5th Division provost’s lost four men when a shell landed in a billet at Daours, not far from Corbie. 

 

When fit enough Martin returned to duty at Tidworth on 29 July, at the time he still had a cough but 

was described as feeling well.  Not well enough obviously, for a week later he was admitted to the 

Tidworth Hospital suffering from pneumonia. 

The photo (shown left) is 

Gomer Martin while posted at 

Tidworth, it was taken by 

Corporal Gordon Binns, 

Gordon took photos of many 

of his fellow military 

policemen while he was at 

Tidworth in 1918 and 1919. 

 

Medically downgraded 

(Tubercule of the Lung) 

Martin was released from 

hospital on 20 September.  He 

was sent to No 2 Command 

Depot at Weymouth to await a passage home to Australia. 

 

On 16 October 1918 Sergeant Major Gomer Martin sailed for Australia aboard the troopship Borda.  

Martin disembarked at Sydney on 22 December.  Martin remained in the AIF until 23 March 1921, 

when he was finally discharged.  

 

 

199 SSM Edgar Jack MACMEIKAN 

 

MacMeikan was an Abbassia man; he worked his way up through the 

ranks of the corps, finishing the war as a lieutenant.  Edgar joined the 

detachment on 2 November 1918, less than three weeks later, (on 20 

November) he was granted his 75 days leave (being an original 1914 

man), which he took in England.  MacMeikan did not return to the 5th 

Division. 

 

                    

(see Officer’s Chapter) 

 

 

 

11 TROOPER John Charles MAWHOOD 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

John Mawhood was born at Kerkee in India, by early 1915 his family were living at Ascotvale near 

Melbourne. John was 18 years of age when he fronted to enlist at Shepparton on 6 February 1915. 

Mawhood stated that he had seen some military service with the ‘Poona Volunteer Rifle Corps’ 

prior to coming to Australia, he was allotted to the Military Mounted Police of the 6 th Infantry 

Brigade.  



 

John was with Brigade 

Headquarters when his unit sailed 

for Egypt aboard the Ulysses on 8 

May 1915. Mawhood would have 

served as a MMP with his 

headquarters on Gallipoli. In late 

November 1915 he would have 

come under the control of the 

Australian APM’s on the peninsula 

(either Smith or Williams). 

 

In early 1916 Mawhood was formally transferred to the MMP of the 1st Divisional headquarters, he 

sailed with his unit to serve on the Western Front. John was promoted to corporal in early 1917, but 

it appears that he may have been holding the rank of temporary sergeant even prior to that time. 

 

On 4 July 1917 John was detached to the 5th Divisional MMP detachment. In mid-

September 1917 Mawhood was amongst a small group of AIF men that were assessed 

for commissions in the Indian Army. Mawhood was discharged at London and carried 

out officer cadet training. Lieutenant John Mawhood saw out the war serving with the Queen 

Victoria’s Own Corps of Guides Cavalry (Frontier Force).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2872 PRIVATE John Alexander McCANN 

56th Battalion/5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

John McCann was born at Sydney; by 1915 he was living and working around Burrowa.  When he 

enlisted on 1 July 1915 he described himself as a labourer, that being farming and cane cutting, 

indicating he had travelled quite a bit.  John was 39 

years of age, but still unmarried. 

 

John originally became part of the 9th re-enforcements 

for the 4th Battalion, beginning his training at the 

Liverpool Army Camp.  That draft of men, 

approximately 150 in number, sailed from Sydney 

aboard the Argyllshire on 30 September 1915.  After 

landing in Egypt the men spent more time at a training 

battalion. 



At the completion of that training John was sent to the 4th Battalion, joining his new battalion at 

their Tel-el-Kebir camp on 6 January 1916, the battalion having not long returned to Egypt after the 

evacuation of the Gallipoli peninsula. John remained with the 4th Battalion only until 13 February 

when the 4th Battalion was split, around half of its men becoming the nucleus for another battalion.  

John became part of the newly formed 56th Battalion, despite being part of a different brigade the 

56th Battalion would often be referred to as the ‘pup’ battalion of the 4th, the bulk of the men from 

both battalions hailed from New South Wales.  

 

The 56th Battalion also carried out its training at Tel-el-Kebir, as it prepared for an imminent move 

to serve on the Western Front.  It was not until 10 June 1916 that the 56th Battalion sailed for France 

aboard the Huntsend, sailing from Alexandria.  The Huntsend docked at Marseilles on 29 June. 

 

The 56th Battalion entered the frontline trenches for the first time on 12 July, and became embroiled 

in its first major action a week later during the battle of Fromelles.  The 5th Division, to which the 

56th Battalion was part of suffered heavy casualties, the 56th as part of the 14th Brigade suffered 

badly as did its three sister battalions within the Brigade. After Fromelles the 5 th Division continued 

to man the Bois Grenier (Fromelles) sector and did so for the next two months as it was gradually 

brought back up to full strength.   

 

By January 1917 John had became eligible for leave to the UK, the normal break was for ten days 

of actual leave plus travel. Leaving his Battalion on 10 January, John didn’t rejoin his battalion until 

2 February.  In mid-June 1917 John was sent on two weeks break to a ‘Summer Rest Camp’ in 

France. 

 

Shortly after his return to the front, on 11 August, John was detached for duty as a 

‘traffic man’ to work for the APM of the 5th Division Headquarters.  Barely a week 

after being detached John was once again in hospital, on this occasion diagnosed as suffering 

cholecystitis. 

 

Treated initially at the 14th Field Ambulance, John was sent for further treatment to the 7th Canadian 

Stationary Hospital in France.  Upon his release from hospital on 30 August, John returned to traffic 

duties. 

 

On 23 November 1917 John McCann was formally transferred to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control 

Detachment.  John continued to serve with the 5th Division’s traffic unit for the remainder of 1917 

and the first half of 1918. 

 

However ill health continued to trouble John, on 27 July 1918 he attended the 15th Field Ambulance 

and was quickly transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station suffering from abdominal pains.  

Evacuated to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital in France on 28 July, John continued to suffer a lot 

of pain in the area of his liver.  On 11 August John was evacuated by hospital ship back to England, 

where he was admitted to the 5th Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth.  Apparently with some 

improvement in his condition on 6 September John was transferred to the 3rd Australian Auxilary 

Hospital at Dartford, the auxiliary hospital was supposed to further prepare the men for a return to a 

training camp in England and then return to the front. 

 

Dartford did have surgical facilities and with no improvement in John’s condition the doctors 

operated on him on 10 September, the operation revealed John’s problem, he had a hydatid cyst on 

his liver.  The operation went well, by all reports John began his recovery well, however on 22 

November he was diagnosed as suffering the flu, this hampered any recovery and peritonitis set in.  

A further operation confirmed the peritonitis, no further signs of any hydatid cysts were found. 

 



John’s condition deteriorated after the second operation, to the point that shortly after the second 

operation he made a will, his will was witnessed by Staff Nurse Williams and Corporal Betts, both 

staff members of the 3rd Auxilary Hospital.  John McCann died 1 am on the morning of 27 

November 1918, Sister Williams had been one of the nurses treating him up until 8.00 pm the 

previous night. 

 

Private McCann was laid to rest in the Brookwood Cemetery, in the Australian military section of 

the cemetery.  Father Murphy officiated at the service; John was accorded a full military funeral, his 

coffin was draped with the Australian flag, the ‘Last Post’ was sounded at his graveside (shown 

below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1942 TROOPER Clarence Reginald McEVOY 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Clarence McEvoy (right) hailed from Castlemaine in Victoria, he gave his next-of-kin as his father, 

John, he was living at Strangway. Clarence described himself as a 24 year old public servant, he 

was still single and at the time of enlisting was living in the Council Club Hotel in Castlemaine. 

Enlisting on 1 July 1916 McEvoy initially trained at a signals school at Broadmeadows. After that 

training Clarence was allotted to the 12th reinforcements for the 13th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

 

 
 

Trooper McEvoy sailed 

with his draft, departing 

the Port of Melbourne 

aboard the Borda on 20 

October 1916. 

McEvoy’s draft headed 

direct to England as the 

13th Light Horse 

Regiment were fighting 
on the Western Front. In 

England the draft was 

sent for further training 

at the 13th Light Horse’s 

Depot at Candahar 

Barracks, Tidworth. 



However rather than joining the 13th Light Horse Clarence opted to join the Anzac Provost Corps, 

its main depot was at Bhurtpore Barracks which was also located at Tidworth. After training and 

assessment Clarence was posted to the Wilton Detachment. On 23 January 1918 he was court-

martialled for ‘Negligently driving Motor Cycle’ back in mid-November 1917. Clarence pleaded 

‘Not Guilty’, but was found ‘Guilty’ and was sentenced to undergo 20 days FP No 2 (Field 

Punishment), he also forfeited 30 days’ pay. 

 

Completing his punishment, Clarence prepared to join a unit on the Western Front. On 3 June 1918 

he crossed the English Channel to a Cavalry Base Depot on the French 

Coast (MMP were technically mounted troops). After a 

short time he was sent for duty with the 4th Divisional 

MMP Detachment, but almost immediately was 

transferred to the 5th Division’s MMP.  

 

McEvoy’s transfer came following the death of Lynn Harston, Sonny 

Robertson and Archie Scott in May 1918. Clarence would remain with 

the 5th Division’s MMP for the remainder of the war. 

 

In late January 1919 Clarence fell ill with the flu, he was evacuated 

back to England for treatment. Clarence then remained in the UK and 

was allowed to take his discharge in London. 

 

 

 

 

6 TROOPER Douglas John Henry Alexander McINTYRE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Douglas McIntyre hailed from Devonshire in the U.K., he 

emigrated to Australia in October 1911, by the outbreak of the 

Great War Douglas and his wife, Margueretha (Queenie) (left), 

were living in Melbourne, the couple having married at Footscray 

in July 1914. Douglas was now nearly 31 years old, he described 

himself as a steward when he stepped forward to enlist at Victoria 

Barracks in Melbourne on 19 August 1914. 

 

Private McIntyre also informed the recruiting 

officer that he had seen service in England with 

the 19th Hussars. The Regiment had a history 

that dated back to 1858, the regiment prior to 

1902 had worn a badge with an African 

elephant featured. The regiment would also bear the title as ‘Alexandra, Princess 

of Wales Own’ and later ‘Queen Alexandria’s Own, Royal’ Hussars. 

 

With that military experience under his belt Douglas was allotted to ‘regimental’ headquarters of 

the 4th Light Horse Regiment.  The 4th Light Horse Regiment was originally formed as Divisional 

Cavalry for the Australian Division. It was raised at the Broadmeadows Camp on 11 August 1914. 

The bulk of its recruits were drawn from the Melbourne metropolitan area, with the balance of its 

men coming from militia units, including a number from New South Wales, the bulk of those men 

being allotted to C Squadron. 

 



 

 

 

Training continued at 

Broadmeadows up until October 

1914. The embarkation of the 4th 

Regiment occurred aboard the 

Wiltshire and the Anglo Egyptian, 

departing from Melbourne as part 

of the 1st Contingent on 19 

October, the bulk of the regiment 

were aboard the Wiltshire (shown 

right). 

 

The Wiltshire arrived at Albany 

on 1 November, from there the 

vessel steamed to Colombo which 

was reached on 15 November. The Wiltshire remained at Colombo for several days, the troopship 

arrived at Suez on 1 December and then Port Said the following day. Alexandria was reached on 8 

December, but it was not until the 11th that the regiment was allowed to disembark.   

The regiment proceeded to the Mena Camp on the outskirts of Cairo, the camp was in the shadows 

of the pyramids. A liberal amount of leave was granted to allow the men to visit the sites close to 

camp and to travel into Cairo. 

  

One of the first tasks was to get the regiment’s mounts back into peak physical condition. Initially 

the horses were led everywhere and gradually more weight was added to their saddlery, however it 

was several days before the men were allowed to ride their horses.  

 



The 4th Light Horse Regiment was not part of a Light Horse Brigade, and as such didn’t train 

alongside the other light horse regiments located nearby. The 4th Regiment was part of the 

Australian Division. The regiment’s training syllabus shows the men being put through rigorous 

drills in ‘dismounting for action to meet Cavalry Mounted Attack’, its drills orientated towards 

working with and against infantry and other cavalry.  

 

Mid-January saw the regiment carry out a route march followed by outpost practice. On 25 January 

the regiment drilled in ‘Advance and rear Guards,’ the following day the regiment was trained in 

the ‘Practice of Pursuit.’ On Wednesday 27 January the regiment drilled in ‘attacking defensive 

positions when dismounted,’ during the afternoons the men were regularly rotated in being allowed 

to wash their clothes and clean their saddlery.  

 

February saw various training conducted including ‘musketry instruction and bayonet fighting.’ The 

regiment continued to practice its drills in ‘Advance and Rear Guards’ and ‘Dismounted Actions.’ 

March saw the squadrons being inspected ‘with all war outfit’, the squadrons continued to rotate 

through various drills. On 8 March the regiment carried out a short route march, by 10 March all the 

squadrons had been checked to ensure they were ‘war outfitted.’ Mid-March saw the men carrying 

out their drills using blank ammunition, perhaps the realisation that action was close would have 

given the men a bit more purpose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 4th Regiment headed for Gallipoli in mid-May 1915, landing on 22 and 24 May. The regiment 

was initially split up into squadrons, helping to reinforce the depleted infantry battalions. After 11 

June 1915 the 4th Light Horse Regiment was reformed and was then mainly deployed on defensive 

activities around Ryrie’s Post. 

 

Like so many Trooper McIntyre 

only remained on the peninsula 

for a few months before ill-

health required his evacuation. 

On 9 July 1915 Douglas was 

admitted to a field ambulance 

on the peninsula suffering from 

neuralgia (pain from a damaged 

nerve). Initially he was 

evacuated to Malta for 

treatment, on 28 August he was 

transferred to England aboard 

the hospital ship Ascania, in England he was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at 

Wandsworth (shown above).  



Like many soldiers recuperating in England Douglas’ file is scant on entries after his release from 

hospital (or in fact when he was discharged). It’s unclear as to what role he carried out up until 14 

December 1916. What is clear is that Queenie moved to England to be with Douglas during his 

recuperation, she remained in the U.K. for the remainder of the war. A son, Phillip was born at 

London in June 1917, a second son, Kenneth, was born in November 1918.  

 

Mid-December shows him at No1 Command Depot at Perham 

Downs, possibly upon his release from hospital he went directly to 

Perham Downs, it appears that he was still medically downgraded 

throughout 1916. 

 

Medically upgraded, on 15 January 1917 Douglas marched into the 

4th Light Horse Regimental [training] Depot which was located at 

Candahar Barracks at Tidworth. The majority of the 4th Light Horse 

regiment were actually now serving as Divisional Cavalry on the 

Western Front (hence its ‘feeder’ depot being in the U.K.)  

 

Trooper remained at the 4th Light 

Horse’s depot for the first half of 1917. 

On 24 July Douglas was taken on strength by the Anzac Provost Corps, 

the provost training depot (and main U.K. Depot) was located at nearby 

Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A week later Trooper McIntyre was posted to London for duty, Douglas remained with the London 

Detachment up until June 1918, when he was posted to France. Douglas spent a few 

days at the Cavalry Base Depot at Rouen upon his arrival in France (MMP were 

mounted troops). From Rouen he was detached for duty with the 5th Australian 

Division’s MMP.  

 

Trooper McIntyre remained with the 5th Division up until 12 October 1918, when he was sent back 

to England. Douglas had become eligible for a return passage to Australia due to his early 

enlistment. Marching into a Parkhouse depot Douglas was given the option to spend his ‘special 

leave’ (75 days) either in the U.K. or back in Australia, Douglas opted to take his leave in England.  

 



Douglas reported back to duty on 4 January 1919, he did so at the RBAA (Reserve Brigade 

Australian Artillery) at Heytesbury. It was just under three months before he was given a passage 

back to Australia.  Trooper McIntyre began his return to Australia aboard the Benalla on 2 April 

1919, the troopship arrived back at Melbourne towards the end of May. Douglas John McIntyre was 

discharged, at Melbourne on 19 September 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queenie gave birth to a third son, Lindsay, back in Melbourne in January 1920, sadly he died in 

September 1921. The couple had two further sons, Geoffrey in 1924 and Louis in 1925.   

 

Queenie died in 1958, Douglas died the following year. The photo shows Douglas in later life.  

 

Insert photo from ancestry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2876 LANCE CORPORAL Victor Edwin MELHUISH 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Victor Melhuish was born at Norwood in South Australia.  Victor stated that he had several years’ 

militia service in South Australia, informing the recruiting clerk that he had only stopped that 

service when he had headed to Victoria for a time. 

  

By February 1916 he was once again living and working at Norwood and was in fact one of the 

town’s Police Constables.  Victor was by now 25 years of age, he and his wife, Florence were living 

in Edsell Street, Norwood, the couple had two children. 

 

Victor’s official enlistment date was 26 February 1916; he enlisted in Adelaide and was initially 

sent to C Company at the 2nd Depot Battalion. After only about two weeks Melhuish was sent to the 

larger Mitcham Camp.  The Mitcham Camp is shown at the bottom of the page, the size of the camp 

and the number of troops now in training is evident.  

 

At the Mitcham Camp 

Melhuish became part 

of the 6th 

reinforcements for the 

32nd Battalion.  That 

draft of men is shown 

(left) from the 

Adelaide Chronicle, 

the photo is Circa 

April 1916.  

 

In mid-March 

Melhuish was 

promoted to sergeant, 

his file shows 

‘Prov/Sgt’, but it’s unclear as to whether this meant Provost or Provisional Sergeant.  Provisional 

meant holding that rank during training, it would be logical to assume that he may have been a 

provost sergeant, considering his pre-war trade as a policeman.  



Victor’s draft sailed from Adelaide aboard the 

Aeneas on 11 April 1916. On 19 May 1916 

Melhuish was admitted to a hospital in Tel-el-

Kebir, Florence would not have been 

impressed to know that Victor was suffering a 

venereal affliction.  Victor was then sent to 

Abbassia by hospital train for further 

treatment.  

 

 

Melhuish returned to duty on 5 June, he was allotted to the 32nd Battalion; the 32nd Battalion had 

already headed to the Western Front.  On 20 June Private Melhuish sailed for France aboard the 

Huntsend (shown below).  From Marseilles in the south of France Victor entrained to the Etaples 

Depot as he awaited allocation to his battalion.   

Victor finally joined the 32nd 

Battalion on 2 August 1916.  Victor 

appears to have been wearing lance 

corporal rank for some time while 

at the depots, upon joining his 

battalion he reverted back to being a 

private.  However only two days 

after joining the 32nd Battalion 

Victor was appointed as an acting 

corporal. 

 

On 23 September 1916 Melhuish again reverted to the rank of private (in fact trooper) 

as he was attached to the 5th Divisional Headquarters MMP.  Trooper Melhuish was 

formally transferred to the ‘Anzac Provost Police.’  

 

In early December 1916 Melhuish attended the field ambulance suffering from the flu.  Victor was 

evacuated back to the coast for treatment.  It appears that upon his recovery he remained at Etaples, 

attached to the APM there, spending part of January 1917 there. 

 

It was not until 25 January that Victor marched out of Etaples to rejoin the 5th Division’s MMP.  

Melhuish continued to serve with the 5th Division up until mid July 1917, when he was rotated back 

to England at the same time as several of his fellow MMP (Newman, Ullstrom). 

 



Melhuish did briefly return to France to give evidence at a court martial in October.  Upon his 

return to England he had to be admitted to Bulford Hospital, once again suffering from VD. 

 

It was not until 20 December that Victor returned to duty at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

However on 4 January 1918 Melhuish was sent to a depot in order to rejoin his original unit, the 

32nd Battalion.  Private Melhuish rejoined the 32nd Battalion on the Western Front on 11 February 

1918. In late April Victor was again promoted to lance corporal.   

 

By early May the battalion 

was in the Vaux sur Somme 

Sector, the battalion was in 

reserve along the north bank 

of the Somme canal.  On 16 

May the battalion took over 

the frontline from the 29th 

Battalion. The battalion’s unit 

war diary records some 

shelling of the line during the 

next few weeks; mention is 

made of the Germans shelling 

with gas on 22 May.  On 27 

May 1918 Victor was 

evacuated suffering the effects 

of gas, he was evacuated back to Le Treport on the French Coast for treatment.  

  

On 31 July Melhuish was sent to a convalescent depot at Le Havre.  When fit to resume duty Victor 

was actually kept on strength of the Convalescent Depot as staff.  Melhuish saw out his time at the 

depot, he was only struck off strength on 15 February 1919 when the depot closed. 

 

Victor Melhuish spent a further two months at Le Havre before returning to the U.K.  Melhuish was 

granted a passage home to Australia aboard the Orontes (shown below), arriving back in South 

Australia on 26 June 1919; he was discharged from the AIF on 10 August.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melhuish did re-join the South Australian Police Force, going on to become a detective. However 

he resigned from the force alongside three other detectives in 1927 following a bribery 

investigation. Victor went on to become a private investigator. 



535 TROOPER Alfred Cyril MILLAR 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Alfred Millar was the eldest of Alfred and Edie Millar’s sons to enlist during the Great War.  Alfred 

was born at Kogarah in December 1889, several years later the Millar’s moved to the western 

regions of New South Wales.  Alfred’s early education was most probably at Molong, a small 

village not far from Orange, the family for a time also lived near Cowra, Alfred attended Sydney 

Grammar School to complete his schooling.  By 1914 Alfred and the rest of his family were once 

again living in Sydney at Petersham. 

 

Alfred and his brother Stanley enlisted around the same time in late August 1914, three of their 

younger siblings would also follow their example and over the next few years enlist. (See Stanley’s 

write-up)  Alfred and Stanley ended up serving in the same unit, the 1st Light Horse Regiment. 

 

The regiment was raised at Rosebery Park in Sydney. The regiment was one of three that formed 

the 1st Light Horse Brigade. The regiment sailed from Sydney on 19 October, disembarking in 

Egypt on 8 December. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment continued its training in Egypt.  Initially overlooked for the landing, 

the regiment, as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 12 May 

1915.  The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed with only one casualty, Lieutenant Dowling losing a 

couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they moved away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.   

 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Popes Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  The light horsemen quickly adapted 

to life on the peninsula.  

 

Alfred served on Gallipoli for most of the campaign, he was briefly admitted to the 1st Light Horse 

Field Ambulance in July and once again in September, but on both occasions remained on the 

peninsula and returning to duty shortly after.  For its part on Anzac Cove the 1st Light Horse 

Regiment played a mainly defensive role. 

 

The portion of the Regiment did mount an attack on a position known as “the Chessboard” as part 

of the August Offensive of 7 August – 200 men were involved, 147 became casualties.  Neither 

Stanley nor Alfred, show any indication of being wounded at this time, neither may have been 

actually involved in the attack.  

 

Both Alfred and Stanley were sent to Mudros on 10 November 1915, the break on Mudros was 

probably a rest for a portion of the regiment, not only Alfred and Stanley.  These men would remain 

at Mudros for the remainder of the Gallipoli campaign and would not rejoin their regiment until it 

was evacuated from the peninsula in late December 1915, shortly after the entire regiment re-united 

back in Egypt. 

 

 

 



Back in Egypt the 1st Light Horse Regiment once 

again rejoined their mounts and became part of the 

ANZAC Mounted Division, it was deployed to help 

protect the Nile valley from bands of pro-Senussi 

Arabs.    

                                                                                       

In early March 1916, Alfred, Stanley 

and several other troopers from their 

regiment (see also Davidson and Peak) volunteered 

for service in France as MMP (military mounted 

police).  Initially Alfred’s group was earmarked to 

serve with the headquarters of the 4th Australian 

Infantry Division and was sent to Tel-el-Kebir to 

join that division.  For whatever reason a week later 

most of that group of MMP were re-allotted to 

serve with the 5th Division (perhaps the 4th Division 

proposed to draw the bulk of its MMP direct from 

Australia?) and joined the 5th Division at its Ferry 

Post camp. 

 

The 5th Division continued to train in Egypt until 

June, the MMP received the bulk of their training from within their unit, the experienced sergeants 

and men with military police service passing on their skills to the new troopers. The MMP were part 

of the Divisional Headquarters, they were ably led by the APM, (Assistant Provost Marshall) Major 

Edgar Langley, DSO.  

 

On 17 June 1916 the headquarters units (including their MMP) boarded the troopship Transylvania. 

The Transylvania docked at Marseilles on 23 June, from there the Headquarters elements 

established themselves at Blaringhem, and by the beginning of July the greater part of the 5 th 

Division were in the surrounding area. 

 

The 5th Division’s official baptism of fire came during the Battle of Fromelles, although many of 

the men had already seen service with the 1st Division on Gallipoli. The battle cost the division 

heavily, with nearly all its battalions suffering major losses. (Casualties at Fromelles amounted to 

some 5,530 men) 

 

It would take the 5th Division quite a while to recover from their Fromelles experience; the Division 

remained in the Bois Grenier (Fromelles) sector for the next two months after the battle.  September 

1916 saw all of the MMP attached to the Infantry Divisions in France formally taken on strength by 

the Anzac Provost Corps.  In October the 5th Division joined the 1st, 2nd and 4th Divisions on the 

Somme around Flers. 

 

On 28 January 1917 Alfred was evacuated back to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples, he remained 

at the hospital for a little under a month.  Released back to duty via a depot, it was not until 17 

March that Alfred rejoined his unit within the Headquarters of the 5th Division. 

 

Upon his return to his unit he was immediately charged with having been AWL, Major Langley 

admonished Alfred for the offence (guilty, but no punishment).  Five days after rejoining the 5 th 

Division, Alfred was detached to the Headquarters of the 2nd Division.  On 7 April Alfred was once 

again detached, moving a little further to the rear areas of the frontline, serving with the provost 

section of the 1st ANZAC Headquarters.  



Alfred returned to the 5th Division on 21 May 1917.  A little over four months later, on 29 

September 1917, Alfred was wounded in action, Alfred’s wound was typical of that which a 

military policeman or traffic man on the front might receive, he suffered shrapnel wounds to his left 

leg, mainly in the thigh. 

 

Although his wounds were not severe, Alfred was once again evacuated to Etaples for treatment, on 

this occasion to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples.  On 5 October Alfred was shipped 

back to England for further treatment, he was admitted to the Middlesex war Hospital at Napsbury.  

It was only a week later he was transferred to the 1st Australian Auxilary Hospital at Harefield (see 

Stanley’s write-up for a brief description of Harefield. 

 

Once again Alfred’s stay at Harefield was only brief, remaining there for only five days before 

being sent to a Command Depot that would prepare him for a return to the front.  Initially Alfred 

was sent to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, but was quickly transferred to the No 3 Command 

Depot at Hurdcott.  

 

Alfred’s wounds, although not life threatening, were serious enough to see him medically 

downgraded; he would remain at the Hurdcott depot for the next month and a half.  During that time 

he was regularly assessed (medically) and 

after several different categorizations was 

upgraded to B1-A4, which meant he was fit 

enough to return to unit on the Western Front. 

 

On 19 December 1917 Alfred was sent from 

the Hurdcott depot to the Overseas Training 

Brigade at Longbridge Deverill (shown right), 

generally the last step before returning to 

France.  Alfred was at Longbridge Deverill for 

only ten days, but rather than heading to 

France, he was ordered to report to Bhurtpore 

Barracks at Tidworth.   

 

Tidworth was by late 1917 most certainly the focal point of Australian military police activity in the 

UK, the bulk of its men in England were posted there, as well as most of the military police training 

for those serving in England and to some extent those in France as well.  Alfred remained at 

Tidworth until May 1918 when he was again ordered to report to No 2 Command Depot at 

Weymouth.  Only remaining at Weymouth for about three weeks, on 15 June Alfred was again sent 

back to Tidworth. 

 

Alfred would remain at Tidworth for the remainder of his time overseas, as an ‘original’ (Gallipoli 

or 1914 service) in October 1918, Alfred became eligible for three months furlough back to 

Australia.  While Alfred was on board a troopship sailing to Australia, peace was declared, and the 

need for these men to return to the front became unnecessary.   

 

Endnote:  Alfred also served in a Records Office within the 2nd AIF from 1942-1943. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



478 TROOPER Stanley Reid MILLAR 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Stanley Millar was part of a large tribe of boys, the sons of Alfred and Edie Millar.  Stanley was one 

of the eldest in the family; he was born at ‘Grahweed Station’, Ningin (Nyngan?) on 8 May 1893.   

Stanley attended Molong Public School for most of his schooling.  The Millar’s spent several years 

living in the Molong and Cowra districts, before moving to Petersham in Sydney.  In the city 

Stanley found employment as a clerk. 

 

Stanley was 21 years old when he enlisted, shortly after the declaration of war, he was still single.  

Four of Stanley’s brothers would also enlist; Stanley and Alfred (slighty older) enlisted together in 

late August 1914.  Lancelot, Oswald and Osmond would also later follow their older brothers and 

enlist. 

 

 
The boys are shown from Australia’s Fighting Families from left to right; 

Stanley                     Lancelot                    Alfred                      Oswald                     Osmond 
 

Stanley and Alfred joined the same unit, the 1st Light Horse Regiment; both became troopers with 

the regiment.  The regiment was raised at Rosebery Park. The regiment was one of three that 

formed the 1st Light Horse Brigade. The regiment sailed from Sydney on 19 October, disembarking 
in Egypt on 8 December. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment continued its training in Egypt.  Initially overlooked for the landing, 

the regiment as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landed on the Gallipoli peninsula on 12 May 

1915.  The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed with only one casualty, Lieutenant Dowling losing a 

couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty and the men offloaded quickly and were ordered off the 

beach and up a hollow on the hillside.  The regiment remained in that position until about 8pm 

when they away from the beach to an overnight bivouac in Monash Valley.  The Turks made sure 

that the regiment’s welcome was not a pleasant one. 

 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Popes Hill, these were the positions that the 

regiment would take control of and hold until the evacuation.  The light horsemen quickly adapted 

to life on the peninsula, during its time on Gallipoli the 1st Light Horse played a mainly defensive 

role.  A portion of the Regiment did mount an attack on a position known as “the Chessboard” as 

part of the August Offensive of 7 August – 200 men were involved, 147 became casualties.  Neither 

Stanley nor Alfred, show any indication of being wounded at this time, neither may have been 

actually involved in the attack.   

 

On 19 September Stanley attended the Light Horse Field Ambulance, he was diagnosed as suffering 

from tonsillitis.  Receiving treatment on the peninsula Stanley rejoined his unit on 29 September. 



Stanley’s documents (and also Alfred’s) indicate he was sent to Mudros on 10 November 1915, as 

no ill health is reported this may have been a working party, or a portion of the regiment being 

rested.  It doesn’t appear that this party of men returned to the peninsula, instead remaining at 

Mudros until after Gallipoli was evacuated. 

 

The men on Mudros rejoined the Regiment in Egypt, as they landed at Alexandria on 26 December.  

Back in Egypt the 1st Light Horse Regiment joined the Anzac Mounted Division, it was deployed to 

help protect the Nile valley from bands of pro-Senussi Arabs.    

 

In early March 1916, Stanley, Alfred and 

several others from their regiment (see 

Davidson and Peak) volunteered for service in France as 

MMP (Mounted Military Police).  Initially Alfred’s group 

was earmarked to serve with the headquarters of the 4th 

Australian Infantry Division, they were sent to Tel-el-Kebir 

to join that division.   

 

For whatever reason a week later most of that group of 

MMP were re-allotted to serve with the 5th Division 

(perhaps the 4th Division proposed to draw the bulk of it’s 

MMP direct from Australia?) Stanley and Alfred and the 

others joined the 5th Division at its Ferry Post camp. 

 

The 5th Division continued to train in Egypt until June, the 

MMP received their training from within their unit, the 

experienced sergeants and men with military police service 

passing on their skills to the new troopers.  

The MMP were part of the Divisional Headquarters, ably led by the APM (Assistant Provost 

Marshall) Major Edgar Langley, DSO, who would lead them for most of the war.  

 

On 17 June 1916 the headquarters units (including their MMP) boarded the troopship Transylvania. 

The Transylvania docked at Marseilles on 23 June, from there the Headquarters elements 

established themselves at Blaringhem, and by the beginning of July the greater part of the 5 th 

Division were in the surrounding area. 

 

The 5th Division’s official baptism of fire came during the Battle of Fromelles, although many of 

the men had already seen service with the 1st Division on Gallipoli. The battle cost the division 

heavily, with nearly all its battalions suffering major losses. (Casualties at the Battle of Fromelles 

amounted to 5,533 men) 

 

September 1916 saw all of the MMP attached to the Infantry Divisions in France formally taken on 

strength by the Anzac Provost Corps.  In October the 5th Division joined the 1st, 2nd and 4th 

Divisions on the Somme around Flers. 

 

Although not recorded in his documents, Stanley appears to have become eligible for ten days 

‘furlo’ to the UK in early December 1916.  While on leave, on 11 December Stanley was admitted 

to the 1st Auxilary Hospital at Harefield, suffering from the flu. 

 

It was not until 3 January 1917 that Stanley was discharged from hospital.  From Harefield Stanley 

was ordered to report to No 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, around a week later he was 

transferred to No 4 Command Depot at Wareham. 

 



On 31 January Stanley was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth, this was the main centre for 

Australian military police in the UK, the centre also co-ordinated the training and postings of the 

men in France, Stanley would remain at Tidworth for nearly five months.  Stanley probably 

received formal military police training while at Tidworth, he was probably also utilised in police 

duties around the Tidworth area. 

 

On 24 June 1917 Stanley was sent back to France, it was not until 4 July that Stanley rejoined the 

5th Division’s MMP.  Stanley served with his unit for the remainder of 1917, once again serving 

alongside Alfred. 

 

Towards the end of 1917 Stanley became entitled to a further ten days leave to the UK, leaving 

France on 7 November and not rejoining his unit until 28 November.  Barely a week after returning 

to duty, Stanley was forced to report to a field ambulance suffering from gastritis.  Stanley was 

evacuated back to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne for treatment. 

 

On 19 December Stanley was considered fit enough to be sent to a convalescent depot in the 

Boulogne area.  However on 24 January 1918 Stanley was sent from the convalescent depot back to 

the 3rd Canadian General Hospital, suffering from dyspepsia.  On 30 January Stanley was evacuated 

to England. 

 

Upon his arrival in England Stanley was admitted to the Chester War Hospital, Stanley’s ill heath 

was described as being PUO; pyrexia of unknown origin and an irregular action of the heart.               

Stanley remained at Chester until early March, when he was transferred, once again, to the 1st 

Auxilary Hospital at Harefield (shown below). 

 

This was Stanley’s second time at Harefield, not 

surprising when you viewed the role of the hospital.  The 

admissions at Harefield did not come directly from 

overseas, but rather as an onward movement from British 

Military Hospitals where initial treatment had been given.  

From Harefield the men were sent to convalescent camps 

or to Australia via hospital ships. 

 

As can be seen to some extent in the photo, the hospital was located within a stately home and its 

grounds.  By the time Stanley arrived for his second admission in early 1918, a large number of huts 

had been further added, the kitchen enlarged, even a recreation hut and entertainment centre had 

been added.  Some 50,000 men (mainly Aussies) passed through Harefield throughout the war, with 

only about 100 deaths. 

 

It was not until 20 March 1918 left Harefield, Stanley was ordered back to duty, told to report to No 

4 Command Depot at Hurdcott after having two weeks leave.  Stanley did not march in on 3 April, 

apparently suffering from more ill health.  Even so Stanley was formally charged for being AWL, 

he was admonished on the grounds of his ill health. 

 

Returning to duty at the command depot after several weeks in early May Stanley was sent to 

Tidworth.  Even at Tidworth Stanley continued to be in and out of hospital.  In October 1918, 

because of his early enlistment (August 1914) Stanley became eligible for three months ‘Furlo’  

back to Australia.  Possibly his ill health had added weight to his return to Australia.   

 

Stanley Millar was discharged from the AIF on medical grounds on 20 February 1919. 

 

Endnote:  All of the Millar’s sons safely returned to Australia at the end of the war.   



316 CORPORAL Walter MONK 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Walter Monk was born at Yea, Victoria; he was 26 years of age when he enlisted on 22 August 

1914.  Walter most probably enlisted in New South Wales; he became an original member of B 

Squadron, 1st Light Horse Regiment. 

 

The 1st Regiment boarded the Star of England and joined the first convoy bound for Egypt on 20 

October 1914.  The regiment disembarked in Egypt on 8 December. 

 

Like the other Light Horse regiments, the 1st didn’t set foot on Anzac Cove until several weeks after 

the initial landing (25 April 1915).  The 1st Regiment sailed from Alexandria, bound for the 

peninsula, on 9 May, landing at Anzac on the morning of 12 May. 

 

The 1st Regiment took control of Pope’s Hill and would remain in charge of that sector during their 

time on the peninsula.  By the time the regiment arrived at Pope’s it was a relatively comfortable 

post.  The regiment played a mainly defensive role while on the peninsula.  It provided 200 men for 

an assault on “the chessboard” on 7 August; most of those men were killed or wounded.  Walter 

was probably not part of that attack. 

 

A later letter from Walter to Department of Defence claimed that he had remained on the Gallipoli 

peninsula until the final evacuation.  His documents show that was not the case, Walter was actually 

evacuated back to Egypt aboard the hospital ship Hororata in late November 1915. 

 

Walter was offloaded at Alexandria on 27 November, his documents don’t indicate his illness or to 

which hospital he was admitted.  Walter wasn’t fit enough to rejoin a unit until 1 March 1916, when 

he marched into the 1st Light Horse Reserve Regiment.  The Reserve regiments prepared new re-

enforcements and men returning from wounds or illness to join (or rejoin) a unit. 

 

With a call for volunteers for the military police, on 4 March Walter was accepted for service as a 

MMP (Military Mounted Police) with the 4th Australian Division.  Harold Peak, Willie Peters and 

Augustus Davidson also transferred from the 1st Light Horse to the MMP around this time. 

 

In a re-shuffle a little over a week later most of those MMP allotted to the 4th Division 

were re-allocated to the newly forming 5th Division.  The 5th Division MMP were to be 

led by the APM, Major Langley, DSO.  

 

Langley had earnt his DSO during the Boer War, he had seen service as the 2IC of the 13 th Light 

Horse Regiment while on Gallipoli.  The headquarters elements of the 5th Division (to which the 

MMP belonged) sailed for the Western Front on 17 June 1916 aboard the Transylvania.   

 

Walter was promoted from trooper to lance corporal on 15 September 1916.  The formal transfer, 

from being Divisional MMP, to being members of the Anzac Provost [Police] Corps, occurred on 

16 September 1916.  Walter remained attached to the 5th Divisional Headquarters.  

 

On New Years day, 1917, Walter was promoted to corporal.  He continued to serve under Major 

Langley throughout 1917.  Walter was transferred back to Tidworth in England on 9 February 1918.  

He would remain posted to Tidworth throughout 1918.  Just two days before the signing of the 

Armistice (11 November 1918) Walter was granted 75 days leave.  Apparently such a long break 

being due to Walter not having been given any of his entitled leave periods prior to this. 



A little over a month into his leave Walter married 19 year old Lily Trimm at Somerset.  Walter 

remained on leave until the end of January 1919. 

 

From Walter’s documents it would appear that he failed to report back to duty on the required date 

of 26 January.  Walter’s one day absence saw him reprimanded and fined one days pay. 

 

Walter only remained at Tidworth for a few more days; on 30 January he was posted to London.  

On 25 March he briefly returned to France on escort duty, the escort taking four days. 

 

Walter and Lily were granted a berth to Australia in mid June 1919.  On 19 June the couple boarded 

the Windhuk bound for Australia, and their life together in Walter’s home state of Victoria. 

 

Arriving at Melbourne on 22 August, Walter received his discharge from the AIF on 5 September 

1919.  Later correspondence shows Walter’s address as Timboon, Victoria.  After the war Walter 

Monk changed his surname to Sinclair. 

 

 

 

1501 CORPORAL Thomas MUNRO 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps  

 

Thomas Munro hailed from the Narracoorte district of South Australia.  Thomas was 26 years of 

age when he fronted to join up at Oaklands in South Australia on 14 December 1914.  A shoeing 

smith by trade, Thomas also stated that he had been a member of the local ‘Defence Rifle Club’, he 

was single when he enlisted.  

 

Enlisting in South Australia Thomas became part of the 3rd re-enforcements for the 10th Battalion.  

The 10th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. 

The battalion was recruited in South Australia, and together with the 9th, 11th and 12th Battalions, 

formed the 3rd Brigade. The battalion was raised within weeks of the declaration of war in August 

1914 and embarked for overseas just two months later.  

 

Private Munro sailed with his draft on the Runic; the troopship had sailed from Melbourne on 19 

February 1915 stopping at Adelaide to pick up further drafts of South Australian men.  After a short 

time in Egypt Thomas was sent to Anzac Cove, he joined his battalion on the peninsula on 7 May 

1915. 

 

On 8 September Thomas attended the 1st Casualty Clearing Station suffering Oedema and other 

complications, shortly after he was evacuated to Malta.  Thomas’ file also lists rheumatism and at 

one stage deafness, Thomas spent two weeks on Malta before being sent to England. 

 

On 4 October 1915 Thomas was admitted to No 3 Western Hospital at Cardiff in Wales.  For the 

next eight months Thomas remained under treatment at various hospitals.  Thomas’ file is vague, 

but he appears to have spent time at both the Harefield Hospital in Middlesex and the Horton 

Military Hospital at Gower in Glamorganshire.  While at Gower Thomas appears to have been 

acquainted with a Miss Charlotte Atherton. 

 

Although no official record appears on Thomas’ file it would appear that the couple married at 

Swansea in June 1916.  The AIF required that soldiers should provide records of any marriage and 

generally on file you do find those details, but not all soldiers who married in the U.K. bothered to 

do so.  



 

Accordingly Thomas’ documents should have been amended to read ‘married’, normally the soldier 

would then organise an allotment of part of their pay to their wife, it appears that Thomas did not do 

so (see footnotes).  

 

In June 1916 Thomas was sent to a depot in Weymouth as he prepared to return to his battalion.  On 

28 June Thomas was transferred to a different camp at Salisbury.  

 

On 19 August 1916 Thomas was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth to be assessed for his 

suitability to be a military policeman.  Thomas was formally to the Anzac Provost Corps on 1 

January 1917.  Thomas was posted to the London detachment for duty on 1 January 1917; he would 

remain in London up until May 1918.  

 

On 23 May Thomas was briefly transferred back to Tidworth prior to being posted to France.  On 3 

June Thomas was posted on rotation to the Western front.  

 

After a brief stay at the Cavalry Base Depot at Rouen (MMP were Mounted troops) 

Trooper Munro was detached for duty with the 5th Australian Division’s MMP.  

Thomas remained with the 5th Division up until early 1919. 

 

On 7 January 1919 Thomas was posted back to England to await a 

passage back to Australia.  On 9 March he marched back into 

Bhurtpore Barracks, a month later he was promoted from trooper to 

corporal (Extra Regimental).  Rather than being sent to Australia 

Thomas appears have been happy to remain at Tidworth, the photo to 

the left shows Thomas, the larger of the two standing in front of 

Corporal Stewart at Tidworth, the photo was taken by Corporal 

Mathew Binns.  Corporal Munro remained in England throughout 

1919, in September he was granted several weeks leave.   

 

On 15 November Thomas was once again posted for duty in London 

with the APM.  Finally on 9 January 1920 Thomas boarded the 

Megantic and began his return to South Australia, he did so without his 

Charlotte, she was apparently supposed to follow at a later date.  

Thomas Munro was discharged from the AIF on 18 May 1920. 

 

Footnote:  The Officer in Charge of Base Records in Melbourne received an enquiry in February 

1921 for the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of the Swansea Police.  The query sought to 

clarify Thomas’ marital status when he had enlisted; the Swansea Police provided details of 

Munro’s marriage to Miss Charlotte Atherton. 

 

Swansea Police claimed that on the marriage certificate that Thomas had given his civil 

employment as having been a ‘Mounted Police Officer in Adelaide.’  At the time of his marriage 

Thomas was not yet a MMP and as he had declared he had been a blacksmith- not a policeman in 

civilian life.  

 

The police enquiry also referred to Thomas a Sergeant Munro, there appears to be nothing on his 

file about a formal promotion to that rank, but possibly he did hold the rank (temporary?) at some 

stage.  It doesn’t appear that Charlotte ever did come to Australia.  Base Records could only 

confirm that he had sailed from Australia as a single man and that no record of his marriage had 

been provided to the army. 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

169 TROOPER David Arthur NELSON 

5th Divisional Headquarters MMP 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

David Nelson described himself as a 27 year old fireman (railways) when he enlisted on 19 August 

1914.  David gave his address as Goodword Park, South Australia, his next of kin he recorded as his 

father, he still lived at Waimate in New Zealand, this was where David was born and bred. 

 

Upon enlisting Trooper Nelson became part of A Squadron with the 3rd Light Horse Regiment, A 

Squadron boarded the troopship Port Lincoln at Adelaide on 22 October 1914.  After further 

training in Egypt it was not until 9 May 1915 that David’s squadron sailed for the Gallipoli 

peninsula. 

 



Trooper Nelson served on Gallipoli, upon the completion of that campaign and while awaiting the 

regiment’s next move in Egypt he volunteered to join the MMP.  He joined a party of 

men that were initially allotted as MMP for the 4th Division, but only a week later were 

re-allotted as MMP to the 5th Division.  

 

David served with the 5th Divisional Headquarters MMP on the Western Front up until early July 

1917.  On 13 July 1917 Troopers Nelson, Newman, Melhuish and Ullstrom were posted back to 

England as part of the Anzac Provost Corps rotation policy.  Trooper Nelson appears to have spent 

the remainder of the war posted at Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth. 

 

Because of his early enlistment in late 1918 Nelson became eligible for special leave back to 

Australia; he began his return to Australia on 29 October 1918.  David Nelson would re-enlist 

during WW2, at that time he was living near Newcastle.  Enlisting in October 1942 he joined the 8th 

Garrison Battalion a N102040 Private D Nelson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



157 CORPORAL Frank Stephen NEWBY 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Frank Newby was born at Coraki in the Richmond River District; he grew up in that area of New 

South Wales.  Frank described himself as a 28 year old farm labourer, when he volunteered for the 

AIF on 9 October 1914; he stated that he was married (to Elizabeth).  

 

Trooper Newby was allotted to A 

Squadron with the 7th Light Horse 

Regiment. The 7th Regiment 

began their training at Liverpool 

and then a short time later moved 

to the Holsworthy Camp. The 

regiment sailed in late December, 

C Squadron and the Machine Gun 

Section sailed aboard the Ajana, 

embarking on 19 December, the 

remainder of the regiment sailed 

aboard three other vessels on the 

20th, A Squadron sailed aboard the 

Ayrshire (shown right). 

 

The convoy briefly stopped at Colombo, and although no formal leave was granted, a few men did 

break ship. The convoy reached Aden towards the end of January 1915, and good progress was 

made across the Red Sea and through the Suez Canal as it headed towards Port Said.  Port Said was 

reached on the 30th, here the ships coaled up, they then continued on to Alexandria, where on 1 

February the regiment began disembarking. 

 

From Alexandria the regiment was 

trained to Cairo, and from there the 

men and their mounts walked to a 

campsite at Maadi (owing to both 

men and mounts having sea legs). 

The Maadi camp was reached on 2 

February. Luckily for the regiment 

the camp had not long been vacated 

by the 1st Light Horse Brigade, so 

that horse troughs and other 

permanent fixtures of a camp were 

still there. 

 

 

Maadi (shown above) was a little English suburb of Cairo. The regiment quickly adopted a training 

syllabus with instruction in musketry, rifle exercises, marching, as well as troop and squadron drills 

being constantly carried out. The men were also allowed a liberal amount of time off to see the sites 

of Cairo and its surrounds. 

 

As the men acclimatised more mounted exercises were undertaken. On 23 March the 1st Light 

Horse Brigade undertook a mock attack against the 7th Light Horse Regiment’s camp (the camp that 

they had themselves previously occupied). Throughout April the regiment worked hard on getting 

their equipment up to scratch.  



With the news of the Infantry’s landing on Gallipoli came great excitement. In early May the 

Regiment began making plans to head to Anzac Cove, minus their mounts. On 15 May 1915 the 7th 

LH Regiment marched to the Cairo Railway Station and entrained back to Alexandria. At 

Alexandria the regiment boarded the Lutzow ready for their trip to Gallipoli. 

 

The Lutzow was anchored off Anzac Cove by the evening of 19 May. Around midday on the 20th 

the 7th LH Regiment began to land, doing so without any casualties. The regiment was given a site 

to dig in at ‘Shrapnel Gully’ – ominously it was called ‘Death Gully.’ 

 

Newby was promoted to lance 

corporal on 24 July 1915; he 

remained with his regiment on the 

peninsula up until 24 September 

when he was evacuated back to 

Mudros suffering pyrexia.  Two 

days after his arrival at Mudros 

Frank was given a berth aboard 

the hospital ship Grampian 

(shown left) and was sent to 

England for further treatment.   

 

Frank’s treatment and time in England during the remainder of 1915 and the first half of 1916 is not 

well recorded.  By late July 1916 he appears to be holding the rank of Acting Corporal and was on 

staff at the AIF Training Centre at Tidworth.  

 

On 19 August 1916 Newby was attached to the Anzac Provost Corps at Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth, frank reverted to his substantive rank of private and in the case of a military policeman 

(being mounted troops) he once again became a trooper.  On 1 January 1917 Frank was formally 

transferred from the 7th Light Horse Regiment to the Anzac Provost Corps.  With his formal 

transfer Frank was also promoted to corporal, he remained posted to Tidworth throughout 1917. 

 

On 23 January 1918 Corporal Newby crossed the English Channel to the Le Havre Depot as he 

prepared for service on the Western Front.  Frank joined the 5th Divisional MMP Detachment on 3 

February 1918. 

 

Newby only remained with the 5th Divisional MMP up until mid April 1918.  On 15 

April he was transferred back to England, returning to Tidworth.  On 14 May Frank 

reverted back to the rank of trooper at his own request and he opted to return to the 7 th Light Horse 

Regiment.  

 

Trooper Newby appears to have returned to Egypt via Marseilles, he then marched into a depot at 

Moascar where he remained for only a few days.  On 24 June 1918 he rejoined the 7th Light Horse 

Regiment ‘in the field’.  

 

In early August Newby was sent to hospital suffering malaria, it was not until 9 October that he 

rejoined the regiment.  Because of his early enlistment on 7 November 1918 Frank marched out to 

Moascar, as he prepared to take 1914 leave back to Australia. 

 

On 15 November Frank boarded the Port Darwin and began his return voyage to Australia. Frank 

Newby was discharged from the AIF on February 1919.  

 

 



SERGEANT Leslie Clyde NEWMAN 

5th Divisional Headquarters MMP  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Les Newman was born and bred in Sydney; by the end of 1914 he was still unmarried and was 39 

years of age.  Les described himself as a station hand when he fronted to enlist, he listed his father 

from Bexley as his next-of -kin.  

 

Newman’s file shows that he enlisted on 9 September 1914.  Several different regimental numbers 

appear on his file, indicating various allocation of units, Trooper Newman was then allotted to the 

6th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

Initially the 6th Light Horse Regiment came together at the Rosebery Park, Racecourse; Lieutenant 

Colonel G.F. Cox was given command of the regiment. The regiment was relocated to the 

Liverpool area towards the end of September; The Sydney Morning Herald recorded the flurry of 

military activity at the time; 

 

 “The Liverpool camps are growing gradually, the result of the renewed activity in 

recruiting.  Large marquees have been erected to add to the accommodation of the Infantry on the 

lower side of George’s River while at the Light Horse encampment, on the opposite side, a large 

shed has been built for the temporary “housing” of the daily increasing number of volunteers for 

this section.  

 
 

 The transfer of the 7th Light Horse regiment to the new site will be made on Friday.  The 

training of this regiment will be continued next week at Holsworthy, some distance to the rear of the 

township.  The 6th Light Horse will follow at a later date, and occupy a site a little distance farther 

out.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo (previous) comes from The Sydney Mail from 25 November 1914; it shows a troop from 
the regiment training at the Liverpool Army Camp.   



 

In early December preparations got underway 

for the regiments pending move to join the BEF.  

On 17 December a small detachment left camp 

and sailed to Melbourne.  The bulk of the 

regiment, including mounts, marched to the 

Woolloomooloo wharf on 20 December; here 

the regiment boarded the troopship Suevic 

(shown right).  The troopship arrived at Albany 

on 30 December. 

 

The Suevic arrived at Alexandria on 1 February 1915, from Alexandria the regiment moved to the 

Maadi Camp.  Over the next few days other elements of the regiment off other transports also 

reached the Maadi Camp, by 8 February the regiment had settled into its new camp (shown below) 

and had resumed serious training. 

 

 

Throughout March training continued with no major events of interest, the unit war dairy shows that 

the regiment was warned out to be ready ‘to evacuate’ the camp at the end of the month.  That order 

didn’t come and April and May were spent in a similar training regime.  On 9 May the Machine 

Section left for Alexandria ready for a call up to support the infantry on the Gallipoli peninsula.  On 

15 May the regiment began its move from Maadi, as it entrained firstly to Cairo and then to 

Alexandria. 

 

On 16 May the bulk of the regiment boarded 

the troopship Lutzow bound for the Gallipoli 

peninsula.  The Lutzow headed directly to 

the Dardanelles and offloaded the regiment 

on 20 May, the photo to the left shows 

troops offloading from the Lutzow; they are 

most probably New Zealand infantry.  

During the 6th Light Horse’s landing only 

two men were wounded, Trooper R. 

Bergelin severely, Corporal F. Cheater only 

slightly.    

 

 

 

 



On 22 May the 6th Regiment was attached to the 1st Infantry Brigade, however the Light Horse 

Squadrons were kept together; 

A Squadron was allotted to the 2nd Battalion. 

           B       “      “        “        “   “    3rd Battalion.  

           C       “      “        “        “   “    4th Battalion. 

 

Trooper V.W. Murray was the regiment’s first man killed in action on the peninsula on (    _____) 

The regiment became responsible for the sector on the far right of the Anzac line; two of its larger 

trenches were Somerville Post (shown below left) and Poppy Ridge (below right).  The regiment’s 

sector was not far from Lone Pine. 

 

Les’s file shows that on 16 July 1915 he was transferred to the 2nd Light Horse Brigade 

Headquarters, possibly this was as a MMP, but this is unable to be verified.  Newman was admitted 

to a field ambulance on the peninsula due to ill-health on 4 October 1915, however few details of 

his next movements are recorded.  It would appear that after being evacuated (possibly to Mudros?) 

he was probably quickly evacuated to England. 

 

A later entry on his file records that he went AWL while in London on 20 November 1915, 

apparently being absent for five days.  Upon his return Les forfeited six days pay and underwent 

144 hours of detention. 

 

It appears that Les returned to Egypt in late February 1916.  On 1 March he marched into a Reserve 

Regiment and then a week later he rejoined the 6th Light Horse.  With the expansion of the AIF and 

a pending move by many of its troops to the Western Front, Les, like many of the light horsemen 

opted to re-muster opting for a role that would take them to Europe.  Les volunteered for the 

artillery and was allotted as a gunner with the 59th Battery of the 15th FAB (Field Artillery Brigade) 

which was training at Tel-el-Kebir. 

 

With the expansion of the AIF the need for military policemen was also growing, many 

men were now training for the Anzac Provost Corps at Abbassia.  However the 

Divisions needed MMP now, or in the case of the early division’s an expansion in 

numbers.  On 30 May 1916 Newman was transferred to the 5th Divisional Headquarters MMP, this 

was probably a voluntary move on Les’s part. 

 

Trooper Les Newman joined his detachment at Ferry Post.  The 5th Divisional MMP sailed for the 

Western Front aboard the Transylvania (shown next page) in June 1916. 

 

On 13 September 1916 Newman was 

promoted to sergeant.  Three days later 

he was formally taken on strength by 

the ‘Anzac Provost Police Corps’, as 

were all the divisional MMP in 

Belgium and France, the MMP role 

within the division’s did not change.    

 

Sergeant Newman served with the 5th 

Division for the remainder of 1916 and the first half of 1917.  In July 1917 a rotation of men 

between England and France occurred, Sergeant Newman, Trooper’s Ullstrom and Melhuish were 

transferred back to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  

 

Newman only spent a few weeks at Tidworth before being posted to the London Detachment.  Les 

remained with that detachment up until the end of May 1918, when he was attached to the 



Administrative Headquarters at London. The London Detachment had grown significantly 

throughout the war and by now numbered over one hundred men. 

 

On 30 May 1918 Les was charged with ‘Neglect to obey standing orders’ and was reprimanded by 

Major C.H. Howard, the exact details of his offence are not recorded.  Major Howard had spent a 

short time with the provost corps prior to taking up the position as OC Troops at Administrative 

Headquarters. 

 

 

With his early enlistment Newman became 

eligible for furlough back to Australia.  On 

21 August he boarded the troopship Medic 

and began his return to Australia, the 

Medic (shown right) docked at Sydney on 

9 October.  Sergeant Newman was 

discharged from the AIF on 13 January 

1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

425 CORPORAL Harold Edward PEAK 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps  
 

Harold Peak (the correct spelling appears to actually be ‘Peek’) was born in the little village of 

Stuart Town, to the south of Wellington, in central western New South Wales. Harold’s father Bill 

worked as a fettler on the railway. Bill later moved to Narromine where he continued to work on the 

railway and subsequently retired. Harold lived most of his life in Narromine. 

 

Harold was nearly 26 years of age by the time of his enlistment on 22 August 1914, shortly after the 

declaration of war. Peak was a member of the 9th Light Horse Militia prior to joining the AIF.  

Newspaper clippings also indicate that one of Harold’s stepbrothers also enlisted (see endnote). 

 

The photo to the right shows 

members of the 9th Light Horse at a 

camp in Northern New South 

Wales, most probably from early 

1914.  It is not known how many of 

these men actually went on to serve 

overseas. 

  

 
Photo courtesy of Peter Lucas of 

Dubbo; his great uncles served with 

the 9th in Australia.  

 

 

 



Allotted to the 1st Light Horse Regiment (part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade), Harold became an 

original member of C Squadron. The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised at Roseberry Park; many 

of the men (like Harold) had been serving with the 9th Light Horse Militia out in the Central West.  

It appears that many of the men from the 9th volunteered, travelling down by train.  Harold had to 

get dental treatment before he was allowed to go overseas; his regiment sailed from Sydney on 19 

October and disembarked in Egypt on 8 December.  

 

The regiment marched through Cairo on 15 December, the men of C Squadron are shown below; 

 

 

Like the other Light Horse Regiments, the 1st Regiment didn’t land on Anzac Cove until several 

weeks after the infantry. The 1st Regiment landed as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade on 12 May 

1915. While on the peninsula the regiment played a mainly defensive role. 

 

Harold was evacuated from Anzac Cove on 20 June, suffering from an ear complaint. His 

documents are a little confusing, but he doesn’t appear to have rejoined his regiment on Anzac 

Cove, instead remaining at Heliopolis (in Egypt). 

  

Admitted to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis on 27 June, Harold remained a patient 

until 4 July. After discharge he remained in Heliopolis (possibly working at the hospital?). Once 

again on 11 October, Harold was admitted to the 1st AGH, on this occasion suffering from the flu.  

On 22 October he was discharged. 

 

Harold didn’t return to active service until 1 March 1916, on this date he marched into the 1st Light 

Horse Reserve Regiment, still at Heliopolis. Reacting to a call for volunteers for the Military 

Mounted Police (MMP), Harold was transferred to the MMP (still holding the rank of trooper) of 

the 4th Divisional Headquarters at Tel-el-Kebir.  

 



Less than two weeks later, on 12 March, Harold and several others were transferred to 

the newly formed 5th Australian Division, joining the 5th Divisional Headquarters at 

Ferry Post. While Harold was in Egypt his mother, Francis, died back home in Narromine. 

 

The 5th Division’s Headquarter units sailed from Alexandria aboard the troopship Transylvania on 

17 June 1916. The ship docked at Marseilles, France on 23 June. The Headquarters elements (to 

which the MMP belonged) established themselves at Blaringhem. By the beginning of July the 

greater portion of the division were in the surrounding area. 

 

The 5th Division’s baptism of fire came during the Battle of Fromelles (19th /20th July); the battle 

costing the fledgling division many casualties. Harold was promoted to corporal on 15 September. 

In October the 5th Division joined the 1st, 2nd and 4th Divisions on the Somme around Flers.   

 

It was while on duty, most probably while at a Traffic/Straggler Post that Harold Peak was killed on 

28 October 1916. Also killed was Private Norman Lowe; a Red Cross statement made by another 

provost, Corporal Walter Monk described their death. 

 

         Both of these men were blown to bits by a shell at Flat Iron Top, South of Mametz Wood 

which demolished the dug-out in which they were preparing to go to bed about 9.30 p.m. Remains 

were gathered together and buried near the spot. I saw (the) cross after it was erected.  

          Peak came from N.S.W. on the “Star of Victoria” with me from Sydney on October 10. 1914.  

In civil life he was a coachman. He was an original man from 1st Light Horse and was attached to 

5th Div. H.Q. for Traffic Duty at the time. He was of medium build and (had) slightly ginger hair. 

                                                    Informant: - 316 Corporal W. Monk, A.P.C. 

                                                                               Late 5th Div. H.Q.      

  

 
 

Walter Monk had served with Harold in the 1st Light Horse, he had transferred to the MMP at the 

same time as Harold (March 1916).  They had continued to serve together in the 5th Division. A 

letter from Joe Roberts (also with the MMP) to Harold’s father shed further light on Harold’s death. 



        

  Both Norman Lowe and Harold were laid to rest in the Flat Iron Copse cemetery at Mametz.  

 

 



 

645 LANCE CORPORAL William PETERS 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

William Peters described himself as a 19-year-old labourer when he enlisted on 3 September 1914.  

Willie listed his next-of-kin as his father, Mr G. Peters of Brancholme, Victoria. 

 

As part of the 1st reinforcements for the 1st Light Horse Regiment Willie sailed for Egypt in 

December 1914.  Willie appears to have served as a signaller for most of his time with the 1st Light 

Horse. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment left Egypt bound for the Gallipoli Peninsula on 9 May 1915, landing 

on Anzac Cove on 12 May.  Willie most probably served with his Brigade Headquarters while on 

the peninsula. 

 

Willie served on the peninsula until 10 November when he was amongst a party sent to Mudros.  

By Boxing Day he was back in Egypt, disembarking at Alexandria.  Willies regiment then became 

part of a Western Force (?) as they took on Senussi tribesmen who were sympathetic to the Turkish 

cause. 

 

On 26 January 1916, Willie was admitted to a casualty clearing station after having been kicked in 

the ribs by a horse.  Willie was admitted firstly to the 2nd Auxilary Hospital and then to the 3rd 

Auxilary Hospital at Heliopolis for treatment.  

 

After two weeks Willie was discharged from hospital, he was given three days light duties. Willie 

was then sent to the Overseas Base at Ghezireh marching in on 14 February.  Willie remained there 

until 1 March when he returned to Heliopolis ready to rejoin his regiment. 

 

With the need for an increase in military police within the AIF a call went out for 

volunteers, Willie and several others from his regiment were accepted to serve as MMP 

(Military Mounted Police) with the Australian Infantry Divisions that were heading for the Western 

Front.  On 4 March Willie was allotted as a MMP with the 4th Division, however on 12 March most 

of these men were re-allocated to the 5th Division.   

 

As part of the Divisional Headquarters the 5th Division’s MMP sailed for France aboard the 

Transylvania on 17 June 1916.  The Transylvania docked at Marseilles on 23 June. 

 

Willie Peters remained with the Headquarters of the 5th Division throughout the war.  On 16 

September 1916 the Divisional MMP were formally absorbed into the Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

In January 1917 Willie became eligible for two weeks UK leave.  While on leave on 22 January 

Willie was admitted to a military hospital at Bulford because of illness.  Upon recovery, rather than 

being sent back to France Willie was sent the Provosts chief training centre at Tidworth.  Willie 

remained at Tidworth until late June. 

 

Willie rejoined the 5th Division Headquarters on 4 July.  During October 1917 the 5th Division 

provosts were working around Westhoek, it was here that Willie and Roy Kirwan (both holding the 

rank of lance corporal) were mentioned in Corps Orders.  Their citation read:  

 

 

 



On the morning of the 21st October 1917, the Cross roads at WESTHOEK were being very heavily 

shelled and an ammunition wagon drawn by 6 horses was hit – two of the drivers being wounded.  

These two N.C.O.’s went to the assistance of the remaining driver, although the shelling continued, 

and succeeded in getting the horses unharnessed and getting them away.   

 

On previous occasions while on patrol on the WESTHOEK Circuit these N.C.O.’s showed great 

courage and coolness while under very heavy fire and set a splendid example to all on the road.   

 

 
 

In early March 1918 Willie and several others were sent to the 4th Army Provost Training School of 

Instruction for two weeks training.  

 

Once again on 10 August 1918, Willie was granted two weeks leave in the UK.  At the completion 

of his leave Willie remained in England, as his early enlistment meant that he was now also eligible 

to take three months furlough back to Australia.   

 

Officially earmarked as being on ‘transport duty’ on 24 September 1918 Willie boarded a troopship 

at Taranto in Italy, and began his return to Australia.  With the signing of the Armistice the 

‘originals’ of the AIF did not have to return to Europe.   

 

                               
 



2473 CORPORAL Ernest Cordest Binns PETERSEN 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Ernest Petersen hailed from the Portland district of Victoria, he described himself as being a farmer,  

Ernest was 29 years of age, his wife Winifred May Petersen. Ernest enlisted on 16 June 1916. 

 

Ernest enlisted at Ballarat, initially becoming part of the 4th Depot Battalion.  Ernest only remained 

at Ballarat for a short time before being allotted to the 20th re-enforcements of the 6th Battalion at 

the larger Broadmeadows camp in Melbourne.  On 5 July 1916 Ernest was re-allotted to the 5th re-

enforcements for the 57th Battalion. 

 

On 25 September Ernest’s draft boarded the troopship Shropshire, bound for England and further 

training.  The Shropshire arrived in England on 11 November 1916.  Upon their arrival in England 

Ernest’s draft marched into the 15th Training Battalion at Woolwich. 

 

Ernest was ready to be sent to France on New Years Eve 1916; he would then spend all of January 

1917 at the Etaples Base Depot, awaiting allocation to his new Battalion. It was not until 8 February 

that Ernest joined the 57th Battalion on the Western Front.  Later that month Ernest was sent to 

hospital suffering from the flu. 

 

In May 1917 Ernest was evacuated to a hospital at Rouen, on this occasion suffering the effects of 

trench fever.  On 27 May he was evacuated from Rouen and sent to England aboard the hospital 

ship Warilda. 

 

Ernest was admitted to the War Hospital at Bath on 29 May.  Ernest remained at Bath until early 

July, he was then given a period of ‘furlo’ before being ordered to report to No 3 Command Depot 

at Hurdcott on 7 July. 

 

Medically downgraded, Ernest spent the next months regaining his fitness.  It was not until 10 

September 1917 that Ernest was considered fit enough to begin his return to France, he marched 

into the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs.  Spending the next few months, firstly at 

Perham Downs, and then at the base depot in France, it was not until mid December 1917 that 

Ernest rejoined his Battalion. 

 

 Ernest’s documents are somewhat lacking in detail about his movements during 1918.  

Officially Ernest was still serving with the 57th Battalion and it was not until 

October/November that he transferred to the 5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment.  A list 

shown in Corporal Lin Harston’s notebook  (5th Div Provo) in May 1918, shows Ernest as serving 

with the 5th Division Provo’s probably as a traffic man, but possibly as a MMP (military 

policeman). 

 

Recorded as being a trooper in Harston’s notebook, it would appear that Ernest may not have been 

formally qualified for the role, but was probably employed in the MMP role for several months 

before being formally transferred.  On 15 November Ernest was transferred to the Australian 

Provost Corps, remaining with the headquarters of the 5th Division.  

 

Ernest remained in France throughout most of 1919; in February Ernest was promoted to Extra 

Regimental 2nd Corporal.  It was not until August that Ernest returned to Tidworth in England. It 

was not long before Ernest was given a passage home to Australia aboard the Mahana, sailing from 

England on 26 September 1919.  Ernest Petersen was discharged from the AIF shortly after his 

arrival back home in his home state of Victoria. 



22 LIEUTENANT Robert James POORE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps/56th Battalion AIF 

 
Robert James Poore was born at Sale in Victoria in 1886, the son of George and Emily Poore. He 

was nearly 28 years of age when he enlisted in the AIF on 25 August 1914. After living most of his 

life in Victoria, by 1914 it appears at the time of enlisting he was an engine driver in Sydney. Bob 

was married to Ethel Edith Alice Wilson in Victoria in 1907. Elsie May was born at Bairnsdale in 

1908 and Royston Robert was born at Coongulmerang. Ethel gave a Surrey Hills and then Darling 

Point address while her husband was overseas. 

  

Bob did have some military service with the Victorian Mounted Rifles prior to moving to New 

South Wales. Trooper Poore was allotted to the 1st Light Horse Regiment and became part of ‘B’ 

Squadron. This regiment was recruited exclusively from the various New South Wales militia 

regiments. ‘A’ Squadron was recruited mainly from the 5th Australian Light Horse (31 men) and 6th 

Australian Light Horse (59 men). ‘B’ Squadron came mainly from the 7th Australian Light Horse 

(41 men) and 11th Australian Light Horse (62 men). ‘C’ Squadron was recruited mainly from the 9th 

Australian Light Horse (49 men). Poore, being in ‘B’ Squadron, had probably continued his militia 

service in New South Wales. 

 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment was raised at Rosebery Park in Sydney. The regiment was one of 

three that formed the 1st Light Horse Brigade. In August, Lieutenant Colonel JB Meredith of the 6th 

Light Horse (Hunter River Lancers) was appointed to command the regiment. Although the 

recruiting of personnel was now nearly complete, there was little equipment suitable for active 

service. Every effort was made to train the men in mounted work, but saddlery was short, especially 

stirrup-irons, and the Remount Department at this time was only in the early stages of organisation.  

 

Training and field firing 

were carried on until 25 

September 1914, when 

the advanced party of the 

regiment, consisting of 

one sergeant and 11 other 

ranks, embarked on the 

Clan McCorquodale at 

Woolloomooloo. Three 

days later these men and 

66 horses were 

disembarked and the 

Clan McCorquodale, was 

not loaded again until 18 

October, when Lieutenant 

Butler and 26 other ranks 

embarked and 102 horses 

were loaded. 

 

On 19 October the regiment, numbering 24 officers and 484 other ranks with 461 horses as part of 

the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade, embarked on the Star of Victoria at Woolloomooloo for 

active service abroad. The regimental first line transport and machine guns were also loaded on Star 

of Victoria. 

 

 



The first few days at sea were spent settling in and drying clothing and equipment; the weather 

having been very wet when the regiment marched out of Rosebery Camp. A piano, band 

instruments, gramophone and boxing gloves had been donated by the people of NSW and were 

fully appreciated by all ranks. Ordinary ship’s routine and training, with ‘stables’ three times a day, 

were hard on the men at first owing to the rough weather, but all had adjusted by October 26, when 

the convoy anchored in King George’s Sound, Western Australia. The health of the troops was 

described as ‘good’. 

 

On 1 November 1914 the convoy sailed for Aden, and after five days it passed the mail steamer 

Osterley, which had had a narrow escape from the German raider, Emden. Four days later the escort 

cruiser, HMAS Sydney, accounted for the Emden at Cocos Islands. 
 

Crossing the equator on 12 November, the majority of the unit had their first experience of ‘Father 

Neptune’ coming aboard, with the officers taking their share in the festivities. On the whole the 

health of the men and horses was good. At this time the Orvieto was the flagship of the convoy, 

which consisted of four ships. During the voyage through the Red Sea the heat was intense and 17 

horses died of pneumonia. 

 

Suez was reached on 1 December, 

and it was here the regiment 

received definite orders to 

disembark in Egypt and undertake 

further training. Next day the 

Canal was entered, and fatigue 

parties were employed in 
sandbagging the bridge and 

placing machine guns in position 

on board the Star of Victoria 

[shown left], as the Turks were at 

this time approaching the Canal. 

The banks on both sides were 

lined by English, Indian and 

Egyptian troops, who gave the convoy a hearty reception. Port Said and Alexandria were soon 

reached; the Star of Victoria anchoring at the latter for four days. On December 8 the regiment 

disembarked. 

 

The 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade then moved by rail to Cairo where the 1st Regiment marched 

10 miles to Maadi in the drizzling rain. The local British residents were very good to all ranks, and 

although the training was strenuous, a happy Christmas was spent there. The horses had now 

recovered from the voyage and mounted training was carried out daily. On 30 January the regiment 

moved to Heliopolis, 

about six miles out of 

Cairo. 

 

In conjunction with the 

New Zealand Mounted 

Rifles Brigade, field 

days were held and 

field firing carried out 

on the Abbassia range, 

Cairo.  

 



The climate of Egypt and the training areas allotted were very suitable for cavalry work, and few 

days were lost through adverse weather. All ranks were very keen and took the utmost interest in 

the work. During this period there were rumours abroad in regard to the Dardanelles, and senior 

officers hinted that the unit would get its fill of fighting before long. No-one, however, anticipated 

the long months in the trenches of Gallipoli. 

 

The regiment visited Helouan, a winter resort once patronised by the Kaiser, and received good 

practice in route marching in the congested traffic along the Helouan-Maadi Road, thence opening 

out in extended work across the Mokattam Hills. Napoleon’s forts on the Suez Heads, known as No. 

2 and No. 3 Towers, were topographical features often used in operation orders. The regiment's 

training included a sham fight against the 2nd Light Horse Brigade. 

 

Initially overlooked for the landing, the regiment, as part of the 1st Light Horse Brigade, landed on 

the Gallipoli Peninsula on 12 May 1915. The 1st Light Horse Regiment landed with only one 

casualty, with Lieutenant Dowling losing a couple of teeth when struck by shrapnel as his barge 

neared shore.  

 

By now Anzac Cove had a rough jetty constructed and the men 

were offloaded quickly and ordered off the beach and up a gully 

on the hillside. The regiment remained in that position until 

about 8 pm when they moved away from the beach to an 

overnight bivouac in Monash Valley [right].   

 

The next day the regiment continued forward to Pope’s Hill. This 

would be the position that the regiment would take control of and 

hold until the evacuation. The light horsemen quickly adapted to 

life on the Peninsula.  

 

Trooper Poore suffered shrapnel wounds to his left foot on 24 July, which saw him evacuated to 

Malta. There he was admitted to the Floriana Hospital on 31 July. On 18 August, Bob was 

transferred to the ‘Ghajn Tuffieha’ Hospital. 

On 9 September 1915, Bob was admitted 

to the Endell Street Military Hospital in 

Holborn, London. The hospital had been 

opened by suffragettes in 1915 and was 

staffed entirely by women. An entrance to 

the hospital is shown left. Bob’s file gives 

no details for the next few months, during 

which his wounds healed and he became 

fit enough to return to duty. 

 

 

Poore’s next entry records him marching into the 1st Light Horse Training Depot at 

Heliopolis (Egypt), as he prepared to re-join his regiment. Instead, on 4 March 1916, 

Bob volunteered to serve as a MMP on the Western Front. Initially, he was allotted as 

a MMP for the 4th Division, but on 12 March he was transferred to 5th Division Headquarters and 

taken on strength of their MMP at Ferry Post.   



Like the other 5th Divisional 

MMP, Trooper Poore sailed to 

France aboard the Transylvania 

[shown right], arriving at 

Marseilles on 23 June 1916. 

Bob served as a divisional 

military policeman for the next 

two months.   

 

The 5th Division’s MMP numbered 25 men and were capably led by the 

Division’s APM (Assistant Provost Marshall) Major Edgar Langley [left] and 

his TCO (Traffic Control Officer) Lieutenant Gerald Freer. Langley had served 

as 2IC with the 13th Light Horse Regiment on Gallipoli, while Freer had been a 

military policeman (senior NCO) on the Peninsula. (Freer had been 

commissioned shortly before the 5th Division’s move to the Western Front.) 

On 23 August 1916, Poore appears to have been promoted ‘in the field,’ with a view to becoming a 

2nd Lieutenant with the 56th Battalion. A week after his promotion he was attached to the 14th 

Machine Gun Company (still within the 14th Brigade). On 6 September 1916, Bob was formally 

transferred to the machine-gun company. A few days later, 2nd Lieutenant Poore was sent back to 

England for a week’s training (possibly specialised machine-gun training). Towards the end of 

November 1916, Bob was promoted to Lieutenant.   

On 9 January 1917, Lieutenant Poore commenced duty with the 56th Battalion, 

joining the battalion at St Vast in the Le Transloy Sector in France. Initially, Bob 

appears to have been allotted as an officer with ‘B’ Company, however the 

battalion war diary shows he served the majority of the war under Captain (later 

Major) Bobs in ‘D’ Company. On 17 January, Lieutenant Poore, 2nd Lieutenant 

Courtney and five men from the battalion, were sent for training at the Divisional 

Infantry School. The course probably ran for about two weeks. 

 

Right: Shoulder colour patch of the 56th Battalion, 14th Brigade, 5th Division 

 



Lieutenant Poore was wounded by shrapnel in April 1917, his wound was not particularly severe, 

but didn’t heal well. Robert was granted several weeks leave in the UK to more fully recover.  

On 2 July 1917 Lieutenant Poore was awarded the Military Cross, his citation reads as follows;  

 

In September 1917 Robert was again wounded by shrapnel, he was evacuated back to England for 

treatment. It was not until 18 December 1917 that he rejoined his unit.  

Robert remained on the Western Front up until August 1918, when he became eligible for leave to 

the UK. As an early enlistee Robert was not required to return to France, on 8 November 1918 he 

was granted a passage aboard the Gaika to take his ‘1914 leave’. Robert Poore’s appointment was 

terminated on 1 March 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob deserted his first wife Ethel around 1924. A newspaper of the time makes mention of him 

being brought to court over deserting Ethel and their children. Ethel moved to Victoria with Elsie 

and Royston (‘Bob jnr’), apparently having nothing further to do with Bob. Presumably as a result 

of the Court case, Bob did divorce Ethel and he soon remarried. 

 



408 CORPORAL Leslie Duncan READ 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Les Read hailed from Victoria; he was born near Bairnsdale, the son of William Read.  Les was 

working as a farmhand near Orbost prior to enlisting on 15 December 1914. 

 

Nearly 23 years of age when he joined, Les spent a little over three months at a depot.  On 29 

March 1915 Les was allotted to the newly forming 13th Light Horse Regiment, the regiment coming 

together at the Broadmeadows Camp.  The regiment drew men from all over Victoria, with a few 

New South Welshmen from the south of that state also joining their numbers. 

 

The regiment (with horses) sailed for the Middle East aboard the Persic on 28 May, prior to 

boarding the regiment paraded through the streets of Melbourne.  Unfortunately for the men the 

voyage began badly, bad weather causing discomfort for both men and mounts. 

 

 
 

The Persic docked at Suez on 26 June, but didn’t disembark the regiment until the 29th.  The 

regiment then traveled by train to Abbassia; here they established their first camp.  On 13 July the 

regiment moved a short distance to a new camp called No 2 Oasis. Training in the desert then began 

in earnest as the troopers continued to hone their basic soldiering skills, a call up to fight at 

Gallipoli a likely course of action for the regiment. 

 

The call for the regiment to re-enforce the depleted Light Horse troops on Gallipoli finally came.  

The 13th Light Horse Regiment, along with 235 other units, boarded the Megantic on 4 September.  

The Megantic was (in pre-war days) part of the White Star Line and was a sister ship of the ill-fated 

Titanic. 

 

On its voyage to Mudros the Megantic also took on board survivors from the troopship Southland, 

which had been torpedoed during its voyage. The Megantic anchored in Mudros Harbour on 8 

September. 

 

The 13th Light Horse landed on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 11 September, moving to a bivouac site 

between Rest and Shrapnel Gullies.  On 14 September the regiment became integrated with the 6 th 

Australian Infantry Brigade and took over trenches at Lone Pine.  So began a four-month 

association with Lone Pine. 

 

As the weather deteriorated, sickness took its toll.  On 8 October the CO Colonel Dean was 

evacuated with influenza.  Major Langley took temporarily took command of the regiment.  The 

squadrons rotated two days in the Lone Pine trenches and four days out; this continued almost until 

the evacuation. 

 



On 13 December the regiment left Lone Pine and took over Thompson’s Lookout.  On the night of 

19 December the bulk of the regiment moved back to the jetty and boarded barges, which took them 

to the battleship HMS Mars. 

 

The Mars delivered the regiment to Mudros. Here the distribution of Christmas parcels and the 

arrival of Australian mail helped brighten the trooper’s spirits.  The regiment spent Christmas and 

New Year on the island of Lemnos. 

 

On 4 January 1916 the regiment boarded the steamer SS Simla and returned to Alexandria.  Arriving 

four days later, once again having endured a fierce storm during the voyage. 

 

Les transferred to the 1st Light Horse Training Regiment at Tel-el-Kebir on 17 March, as members 

of the 13th Regiment were given the option to transfer out of the unit, many choosing units that were 

heading for service on the Western Front. 

 

Initially Les and several others from the Regiment were transferred to the 4 th Machine 

Gun Battery of the 4th Division.  With a call for MMP for the Infantry Division’s 

heading for France, most of Les’ group were re-allotted as MMP to the Headquarters 

of the 5th Australian Division.   

 

The order for the 4th and 5th Divisions to move to the Western Front came at the end of May 1916.  

 It was not until 23 June that the Headquarter units of the 5th Division (including their MMP) 

boarded the Transylvania at Alexandria and sailed for France. The Headquarter units quickly 

entrained from Marseilles and established themselves at Blaringhem, by the beginning of July the 

greater part of the 5th Division were in the surrounding area. 

 

On 15 September 1916 Les was promoted to lance corporal.  The following day; 16 September, the 

MMP attached to the Infantry Divisions were all officially taken on strength by the Anzac Provost 

[Police] Corps.  The role of the Divisional MMP changed little, they remained attached to their 

Divisional Headquarters.  Les received his promotion to corporal on 1 January 1917. 

 

While patrolling between Vaux and Begantre on 24 May 1917 Les apparently fell from his mount.  

The fall fracturing his left clavicle (shoulder blade), an investigation later cleared Les of any fault. 

 

After initial treatment at Rouen Les was evacuated to England on 31 May.  Les was admitted to the 

3rd London General for treatment.  By 14 June Les was fit enough to be released from hospital, he 

was granted two weeks furlough before returning to duty. 

 

For several weeks Les was juggled between Command Depots.  On 21 August 1917 Les marched 

into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth (the AIF’s provost training centre). 

 

After two weeks at Tidworth Les was transferred to London on detachment.  Les remained as an 

AGMP (Australian Garrison Military Policeman) in London until 19 January 1918 when he once 

again returned to Tidworth to prepare for a return to France. 

 

By 29 February 1918 Les was once again on the Western Front, but on this occasion attached to the 

4th Division.  On 4 March Les was sent for a period of instruction at the 4th Army Provost School of 

Instruction (still in France).  Les rejoined his unit on 25 March. 

 

Probably at his request Les transferred back to the Headquarters of the 5th Division on 1 July 1918.  

Les would have noticed the changes in the unit as several men had been killed or wounded since his 

departure in May 1917. 



 

Les remained with the 5th Div Provo’s until the declaration of peace in November 1918.   Les was 

actually on leave in England when the Armistice was signed on 11 November, several days earlier 

being admitted to a hospital at Bulford suffering venereal disease. 

 

It was not until 31 March 1919 that Les was released back to duty.  Les was sent to a depot at 

Parkhouse and it was from here on 9 April that Les went AWL (Absent without leave); it was not 

until 23 May that Les surrendered himself at Tidworth.  Les forfeited his seniority and lost sixty 

days pay for his crime. 

 

Les Read remained in England and on 3 July 1919 was given a berth aboard the Zealandic to return 

to Australia.  The Zealandic offloaded its Victorian men at Melbourne on 23 September.  Les was 

finally discharged from the AIF on 24 October 

 

 

 

621 TROOPER Goschen RICHARDSON 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Goschen Richardson was born at Yorkshire in the UK, at the time he enlisted on 8 October 1914 he 

described himself as a being married, 30 years old and working as a Coachpainter in Launceston. 

His wife was Rachel, she continued to live in Launceston throughout the war, Goschen told the 

recruiting clerk that he had about two year’s militia service prior to joining up. 

 

Trooper Richardson became 

part of the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment, he is probably one 

of the men shown in this photo 

of the regiment in front of a 

pyramid. Several men would 

follow Captain Edgar Langley, 

the Regiments 2IC when he 

became the 5th Division’s 

APM. Goschen served on 

Gallipoli, remaining on the 

peninsula up until 3 December 

1915, only weeks short of the 

final evacuation. 

 

A sore throat, diagnosed as 

‘Seborrhoea’ saw him 

evacuated back to Egypt where 

he was admitted to No 19 General Hospital at Alexandria, arriving at the hospital on Christmas Eve. 

On 30 December Goschen was transferred to No 2 AGH at Ghezireh. On 13 January he was 

transferred to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis. 

 

Goschen remained in hospital at Heliopolis up until 19 February, when he marched out to the 

Overseas Base at Ghezireh. After two months at Ghezireh Richardson was transferred to the 56 th 

Battalion, not back to the 13th Light Horse.  

 



Now back to being a private, Richardson joined the 56th Battalion at its camp at Ferry Post. On 5 

May he was declared AWL overnight and again on the night of 31 May he absented himself. 

Goschen received 7 days FP (Field Punishment No2) and forfeited two days’ pay for his absences.  

 

The 56th Battalion sailed for 

the western Front aboard the 

Huntsend, departing 

Alexandria on 19 June 1916. 

The Huntsend (shown left) 

docked at Marseilles about a 

week later. Apparently 

Goschen had fallen ill during 

the voyage and upon the 

troopship’s arrival at 

Marseilles he was sent to No 9 

Stationary Hospital, where he 

remained for a little over a 

week. Goschen remained in 

hospital up until early October 

1916. On 7 October Goschen 

was discharged to a French Convalescent camp, Camp Carcassone, but only remained there for four 

days, before being sent to England. 

 

In England Goschen opted to re-join the 13th Light Horse Regiment, the 13th Light Horse was now 

also serving on the Western Front.  Goschen was sent firstly to No1 Command Depot at Perham 

Downs and from there to the 13th Regiments Training depot which was located at Candahar 

Barracks at Tidworth, where he arrived in January 1917.  

 

While at Tidworth Goschen opted to join the Anzac Provost Corps, it was also located at Tidworth 

in Bhurtpore Barracks. Richardson remained at Tidworth until early March. In early February 

Goschen was again in trouble, missing a morning parade, he received 5 days CB (confined to 

barracks) and 3 extra stable duties as a result. 

 

On 12 March 1917 Goschen was transferred to the Etaples depot on the French Coast, after four 

days he was posted to the Le Havre depot where Australian troops were now being sent upon their 

arrival in France. Upon his arrival at Le Havre Goschen was granted the rank of lance corporal, this 

was the practice for the Australian military Police at the coastal depots, they retained that rank 

while posted for duty with the APM at Le Havre. 

 

In July 1917 Goschen was admitted to No 2 General Hospital suffering from bronchitis, spending 

just under a week in hospital before returning to duty. Even as a military policeman Goschen 

continued to flaunt the rules. On 18 August he was charged with being absent for several hours the 

night before, Lance Corporal Richardson was lucky to only receive a reprimand on this occasion. 

 

On 22 August 1917 Goschen was medically downgraded to PB, the cause simply listed as 

‘debility’. However this still allowed him to continue to serve at Le Havre. 

 

In mid-January 1918 Goschen was again in trouble, on this occasion for firstly ‘hesitating to obey 

an order’ and ‘becoming insolent to a NCO’. Goschen was reduced in rank to private (trooper) by 

the AMP at Le Havre.  

 



In early February 1918 Goschen was detached for service with the Headquarters of 

the Australian 5th Division. The 5th Division’s APM Major Edgar Langley, had been 

the 2IC of the 13th Light Horse Regiment. Goschen Richardson remained with the 5th 

Division up until early 1918. 

 

On 7 August Goschen was detached to serve with the 3rd Division. Towards the end of August he 

became eligible for two weeks leave in the UK. Rather than returning to duty Goschen decided to 

take a further five days (AWL).   Goschen forfeited 23 days’ pay and served 14 days FP No2. 

 

As a result Goschen opted to return to the 13th Light Horse Regiment. The 13th Light Horse did 

accept him back, but he only remained with the Regiment for a little over two months. On 18 

December 1918 Goschen transferred to the Veterinary Corps and was posted to the Veterinary 

Hospital at Calais.  

 

Goschen remained in France up until late May 1919. On two further occasions he went AWL, on 

the second occasion he was apprehended by the MP’s nearly three months later. Shortly after his 

apprehension Goschen was sent back to England to await a passage back to Australia. Marching 

into Sutton Veny Goschen remained there for several months.  

 

Goschen Richardson reached Australian soil on 5 September 1919 and was discharged on 9 

November.  Goschen’s file shows that he probably did not return to his wife after the war. 

 

 

 

 

4303A TROOPER Joseph ROBERTS 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Joe Roberts enlisted only a few days after Roly Samuels, he probably spent only a short time at the 

Dubbo Camp before being sent to Sydney.  Joe hailed from Rawsonville on the outskirts of Dubbo, 

he described himself as a 32 year old single man, working as a ‘farmer and grazier’ prior to 

enlisting on 2 August 1915.   

 



Like Roly, Joe was initially part of the 13th re-enforcements for 

the 1st battalion, sailing with Roly aboard the Aeneas in 

December 1915.  Those men were re-allotted to the 54th 

Battalion, joining their new battalion at its camp at Tel-el-Kebir 

on 16 February 1916. 

 

Joe was with his battalion when it moved to the 

Western Front in June.  Like Roly Joe was 

transferred to the 5th Divisional MMP on 22 September 1916.  

Joe Roberts kept a simple diary while overseas and several of the 

entries made while he was a MMP appear at the start of this 

chapter.  

 

Trooper Roberts served with the 5th Division’s MMP up until 26 

December 1916, when he was evacuated sick.  Joe’s illness was 

simply described as debility, but it was enough to see him evacuated to England on 29 December.  

In the U.K he received treatment for just under a month, on 25 January 1917 Joe was granted two 

weeks furlough before he was to return to duty.  Joe reported to No 1 Command Depot and from 

there was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth, the main Australian depot in the U.K. for the 

Anzac Provost Corps. 

 

In late May 1917 Joe opted to rejoin his original battalion.  On 10 June he returned to France and 

towards the end of June rejoined the 54th Battalion on the Western Front.  On 22 September Joe was 

attached to the 14th Brigade Headquarters. On 19 January 1918 he was formally transferred to 

Brigade Headquarters and formally promoted to the rank of driver. 

 

In late February Joe became eligible for two weeks leave to the U.K.  On 27 April 1918 (possibly a 

day or two earlier) during the fighting around Villers Bretonneux Driver Roberts was gassed, the 

headquarters had suffered badly from shelling and gas around this time as the Germans attacked 

determinedly.  Joe was once again evacuated to England, where he was admitted to the Royal 

Victorian Hospital at Netley(?).  

 

On 14 May Roberts was granted another period of furlough prior to returning to duty.  On 28 may 

Joe reported to No 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  By early June 1918 Joe was considered fit 

enough to return to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill as he prepared to return 

to France. 

 

It was not until 9 August that Joe crossed the English Channel arriving at Le Havre.  Joe appears to 

have returned to duty with the 14th Brigade Headquarters, where he remained for the rest of 1918. 

 

In January 1919 Joe became eligible to return to England to await a berth back to Australia (as a 

1915 enlistee).  After a short time at No 4 Command Depot at Weymouth, on 8 April Roberts was 

given a berth back to Australia aboard the troopship Trasoo Montes (?). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5470 TROOPER Donald ROBERTSON 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

  

Donald Robertson was the son of Donald and Jane 

Robertson of Benalla.  A keen student Donald did well at 

school, he was also a talented athlete.  By the outbreak 

of the ‘Great War’ the Robertson family were living on 

the Ginnivan property, Mt Ada, near Benalla.  Sonny (as 

Donald was more commonly known) worked for Mr 

Ginnivan as a farmhand, not having any sons of his own 

Mr Ginnivan treated Sonny like his own kin. 

 

Sonny was 32 years of age when he joined up on 28 

January 1916, at the time he was single, but did have a 

fiancé in the district.  Sonny’s two brothers’, Jimmy and 

Bill (known as Robby in the army), also enlisted in the 

AIF.   

 

Enlisting at Melbourne Sonny carried out his initial 

training at the 16th Depot Battalion, remaining there until 

31 March.  Sonny was then allotted to the 17th re-

enforcements for the 6th Battalion, his draft sailed aboard 

the Euripides, sailing out of Port Phillip Bay on 4 April.  

 

The Euripides docked at 

Alexandria in Egypt on 31 May 

1916.  Details of the next two 

weeks of Sonny’s service in 

Egypt are sketchy, but it is 

possible he briefly came in 

contact with the 13th Light Horse 

Regiment (a clerical note on 

Sonny’s documents hints at this). 

 

Sonny’s time in Egypt was only brief; on 12 June 1916 he was sent to England, marching into the 

2nd Training Battalion at Perham Downs.  On 21 July Sonny was transferred to Bhurtpore Barracks 

at Tidworth, to train to be a military policeman. 

 

Sonny appears to have remained in the Tidworth area throughout the remainder of 1916, even at the 

completion of his training. It was not until 27 January 1917 that Sonny was formally taken on 

strength as a trooper with the then Anzac Provost Corps, from being a re-enforcement for the 6th 

Battalion.  Less than a week later Sonny was aboard the SS Clementine heading for France and 

service on the Western Front. 

 

 After the normal brief stay at the Etaples Depot Sonny was detached for duty with the 

Headquarters of the Australian 5th Division.  Sonny reached his new unit on 20 

February 1917; he would continue to serve as a Divisional Military Policeman for the remainder of 

his time on the Western Front. 

 



The provost detachment for a Division numbered 26 men, they were also assisted in their role by a 

traffic control detachment, and both detachments came under the control of the Divisional APM.  

The 5th Division’s APM at that time was Major Edgar Langley, DSO; he was ably assisted by 

Lieutenant Gerald Freer, MM.  Both Langley and Freer had served on Gallipoli, Langley with the 

13th Light Horse, Freer as a Divisional MMP. 

 

While serving on the front Sonny often worked alongside Corporal ‘Lin’ Harston, the pair would 

become firm friends.  It was while working with Lin Harston in September 1917 that the Pair were 

both awarded the Military Medal. 

 

Their citation read: 

‘Corporal Harston and Trooper Robertson were on a Post at Menin Advanced Dressing Station on 

26 September 1917, and were subjected to very heavy shelling and bombs during this whole time.  

In spite of this they carried out their duties in a courageous and cool manner.  Several times it was 

only due to their coolness and courage that traffic was able to get through and they were the means 

of saving the lives of many men and of preventing transport from being blown up.’ 

 

Lin and Sonny’s post had not been located near the dressing station by chance; they were manning a 

Battle/ Straggler Post.  It was their responsibility to maintain a free flow of traffic to and from the 

aid post.  They were also tasked with supervising the ‘walking wounded’; this meant ensuring that 

fit men did not attempt to leave the line and making sure that wounded men did not unnecessarily 

discard their equipment.   

 

Sonny and Lin continued to serve with the 5th Division Provo’s.  The award of their Military 

Medals had been an immediate one, which meant they were wearing their medal ribbons shortly 

after their act of bravery.   

 

In May 1918 the 5th Divisions provosts were manning posts around Corbie.  Sonny and Lin Harston 

were amongst a party being billeted in a farm at Daours on 20 May 1918. Daours was to the north 

of Amiens, and is on the Amiens-Albert railway line for this reason it was the obvious site for 

several casualty-clearing stations. The men were probably carrying out their morning routines when 

a German shell lobbed into the farmyard about 7.00 o’clock.  Sonny Robertson and Lin Harston 

were killed instantly by the shell, Sonny suffering severe head wounds.  Sonny and Lin’s bodies 

were taken to the 14th Field Ambulance, from where their burials would be organised. 

 

Trooper Fred White and Private Archie Scott (a traffic man) would die as a result of their wounds 

the following day; several other men were also wounded.  The loss of so many men from their small 

detachment would have been sorely felt, right from the APM down. Lin Harston had been with 

Major Langley in the 13th Light Horse and had come across to the Provo’s shortly after Langley had 

become APM. 

 

Trooper Donald Robertson and Corporal Linacre Harston were buried side by side the following 

day in the Daours Communal Cemetery, not far from the field ambulance.  Reverend A Sheville 

from the 56th Battalion supervised their burial. 

 

Sonny’s brother Bill was also killed while serving on the Western Front, only Jimmy would return, 

and he would be badly affected by his time at the front.  Their father, Donald (senior) would die 

shortly after the war in 1921, never getting over the loss of his sons. 

 

The story goes that Mr Ginnivan on Mt Ada, had willed his property to Sonny. With Sonny’s death 

the will was changed, the property going to the local hospital and church.  The 350 pounds from 

Sonny’s life insurance allowed his parents to buy a modest house in Benalla. 



 

 

Footnote: Sonny and Lin’s headstones are side by side and must offer a strange contrast to visitors 

at the Daours Cemetery.  A Corps not commonly renowned for its frontline service or indeed for 

sustaining battle casualties, having two MM winners killed together while close to the frontline was 

indeed a cruel blow. 

 

Sonny’s fiancé was pregnant when he went to war, such were the times that she had to give up her 

baby, she apparently never married. 

 

 

 

4310A TROOPER Robert Oswald SAMUELS 

Headquarters  5th  Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Robert Oswald Samuels was born at Dubbo and lived most of his life in the district.  ‘Rols’ or 

‘Roly’, as he was more commonly known, had several years of cadet and militia service and had 

served with the 5th Australian Commonwealth Horse in South Africa during the Boer War. 

 

Roly was 27 years of age when he enlisted on 27 July 1915, not surprisingly he enlisted alongside a 

number of other Dubbo men.  Amongst those men was Joe Roberts from Rawsonville (on the 

outskirts of Dubbo), the pair would remain good mates while in uniform.  The photo (below) shows 

Roly and Joe in amongst a large group of Dubbo enlistees, Joe (second from right of photo) and 

Roly (rear left of photo) are circled.    



Initially Roly was allotted to the 13th re-enforcements for 

the 1st Battalion; he sailed from Sydney aboard the Aeneas 

(shown right) on 20 December 1915.  Joe Roberts was 

initially going to be a light horse re-enforcement, but also 

ended up in the 13th re-enforcements. 

 

The bulk of Roly’s draft (150 men) was re-allotted in 

Egypt; on 16 February 1916 most were transferred to the 

newly formed 54th Battalion.  The 54th Battalion had been 

formed from a nucleus of 1st Battalion Gallipoli men; the 

54th Battalion established its camp at Tel-el-Kebir. 

 

The 54th Battalion headed for the Western 

Front aboard the troopship Caledonia, arriving 

at Marseilles in the south of France on 29 June 1916.  On 

the 22 July Roly was transferred to the 5th Divisional 

Headquarters for duty, a month later he and Joe Roberts were both formally transferred to the 5th 

Division’s MMP. 

 

Roly and Joe both seemed to enjoy (at least initially) the role of being a MMP, as Joe’s diary entries 

shown at the start of this chapter shows.  Joe and Roly were both formally taken on strength by the 

Anzac Provost Corps in late September 1916. 

 

Both Roly and Joe remained MMP’s up until May 1917, 

their decisions to leave the military police appear to 

have been separately, Roly was still in France when he 

opted to transfer to the 1st Battalion on 9 May 1917.  Joe 

was in England when he opted to rejoin a battalion in 

late May; he was allotted to the 54th Battalion.   

 

Roly’s leadership potential was recognised by the 1st 

Battalion and on 29 August 1917 he was sent off on 

officer training.  Roly commenced officer training at 

Oxford (University) in the U.K. on 5 October. 

 

 

At the completion of his training on 31 January 1918 

Roly Samuel’s was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant 

and was posted ‘as a re-enforcement to the Western Front.’ Not surprisingly Roly was posted to the 

1st Battalion; it was not until 4 April 1918 that he actually joined the battalion, Samuels was placed 

in charge of a platoon in A Company. 

 

2nd Lieutenant Samuels was wounded on 16 June 1918, as the 1st Battalion held positions at 

Meteren.  The battalion war diary shows that on that night Lieutenant W.M. Blake and 2nd 

Lieutenant Samuels had command of 36 men that were tasked to carry out a trench raid.  Lieutenant 

was in charge of the raid, which was to be carried out just after midnight. 

 

Blake’s instructions for the raid show what the men were to wear ‘ Service Dress with SBR (gas 

mask) and steel helmets will be worn by all ranks.  Web equipment will not be worn, but each man 

will carry rifle and bayonet and one bandolier (extra ammunition) ...... No papers of any 

description will be carried.  Special raiding discs will be issued and present identity discs 

withdrawn.  Steel helmets will be camouflaged.’ 



 

The raiding party left their own lines at 1150 hours, 2nd Lieutenant Samuels had a sergeant, 

corporal, lance corporal and eight men in his party, Samuel’s Right Party was also carrying 60 mills 

bombs. 

 

The raiding party found the trench they attacked was unoccupied, however despite this by the time 

it returned to its own lines at 1225 hours the party had suffered seven casualties due to enemy 

crossfire.  Samuel’s wound was obviously only a slight flesh wound to one of his thighs as he was 

patched up and returned to duty the following day.   

 

In early July Samuels was sent to the 15th Corps Gas School for a week’s training.  It was not long 

after returning to his battalion that Samuels was killed in action.  A Red Cross statement by 

Lieutenant Wesley Mervyn Blake, MC describes how Roly Samuels met his death;  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



762 TROOPER Frank SANDFORD 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Frank Sandford hailed from South Australia; he had previously served with the 4th Imperial 

Bushmen and then the 1st Australian Commonwealth Horse in South Africa during the Boer War.  

Frank was 34 years old when he stepped forward to enlist on 24 November 1914, prior to joining up 

Frank described his trade as having been a driver. 

 

Trooper Sandford became part of the 3rd re-enforcements for the 3rd Light Horse Regiment.  Frank 

sailed, as part of his draft on 29 January 1915.  It was not until 9 April 1915 before Sandford joined 

the 3rd Light Horse Regiment; Frank was allotted to A Squadron. 

 

Sandford headed for Gallipoli with his regiment in early May 1915.  Frank served on the peninsula 

throughout the campaign, except for a short period on Mudros with a ‘Rest Party’, he returned to 

Egypt with his regiment on Boxing Day 1915. 

 

Trooper Sandford was one of those men that volunteered to serve as a MMP on the 

Western Front in early 1916.  Like most of the ‘original’ members of the 5th 

Divisional MMP frank’s file shows he was initially allotted to ‘MMP 4th Div Hqrs’ at 

Tel-el-Kebir, however a week later the bulk of these men were sent to Ferry Post for duty with the 

5th Division.   

 

The 5th Division’s MMP sailed for the Western Front with the other elements of the Headquarter 

units aboard the Transylvania in June 1916.  Sandford continued to serve as a military mounted 

policeman with the 5th division for the remainder of 1916 and the first half of 1917.  On 16 

September all the MMP from the 5th division were formally taken on strength with the Anzac 

Provost Police. 

 

Frank was one of those men posted back to the U.K. on 13 July 1917 (see also Ullstrom ____), not 

all the original MMP changed over indicating the men were probably given some choice in being 

posted to the U.K..  The men returning to England marched into Bhurtpore barracks at Tidworth. 

 

On 30 July 1917 Trooper Sandford was posted to the London detachment, he remained at London 

up until 22 April 1918 when he was posted back to Tidworth.  Frank only remained at Tidworth 

with the provost corps for a few more weeks. 

 

On 8 May Trooper Sandford transferred to the 13th Light Horse Details, their depot was also at 

Tidworth.  Frank was formally transferred to the light horse and in early June 1918 proceeded back 

to France, but now to join the 13th Light Horse Regiment. 

 

Frank Sandford saw out the war with the 13th Light Horse, he married in Chelsea on 8 February 

1919.  Frank was by now 38 years old; he married Alice Burridge, a 35 year old widower who 

worked as a tailoress. 

 

Frank and Alice were given a berth to Australia in late 1919.  Frank Sandford was discharged from 

the AIF on 26 September 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 



254A PRIVATE Archibald SCOTT 

56th Battalion /5th Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

Archie Scott was born in Sleepborn, England.  Having emigrated to Australia, by 1915 Archie was 

34 years of age and married to Edith.  Archie worked as a miner, the couple lived at Abermain, New 

South Wales. 

 

Enlisting at West Maitland on 22 December 1915, Private Scott was allotted to the 35 th Battalion.  

On 16 March 1916 Archie was transferred to the 9th Infantry Brigade Headquarters as a Brigade 

Military Policeman.  However a month later the establishments of the brigades were changed and 

they ceased to have their own military police.  Archie then rejoined A Company, 35th Battalion. 

 

The men of the 35th Battalion sailed aboard the Benalla on 1 May, bound for further training in 

England.  Upon his arrival in England left the other 35th Battalion men, Archie was sent to the 14th 

Training Battalion and re-allotted to the 56th Battalion.  After further training, Private Scott joined 

the 56th Battalion on the Western Front on 8 October 1916.  Archie remained with his new battalion 

for a little over two months.  On 12 December he fronted at the 5th Field Ambulance suffering from 

haemorrhoids. 

 

Evacuated to England for treatment, Archie would remain in the UK until November 1917.  Once 

he was fit Archie was transferred to the newly forming 16th Australian Infantry Brigade, his 

documents indicate both the 62nd Battalion and the 61st Drafting Battalion during that time.  With 

the acute shortage of volunteers and the desperate need for men to replenish the battalion’s already 

in France, the 16th Brigade was eventually scrapped. 

 

Those men already allotted to the new Brigade were either sent to rejoin their old units (in the case 

of wounded men returning) or new re-enforcements were re-allotted.  On 14 November 1917 

Archie was sent back to France, to rejoin the 56th Battalion.  Archie rejoined his old battalion on the 

22nd of November. 

 

 On 5 February 1918, Archie Scott was detached from 

his battalion for duty with the 5th Divisional Traffic 

Control Detachment.  The traffic men worked under the control of 

the APM, Major Langley, DSO, and his TCO (Traffic Control 

Officer) at this time Lieutenant Freer assisted by Lieutenant McKay.  

The traffic men worked closely with the 5th Division provost’s.  

 

Archie Scott (pictured left) was one of those present when a billet 

was struck by a shell at Daours on the morning of 20 May 1918.  The 

shell killed several military policemen, wounding several others.  

Archie was one of those badly wounded; he was admitted to the 14th 

Field Ambulance suffering shrapnel wounds to his leg, arm and 

back. 

Archie’s wounds were severe and he died the following day at the 47th Casualty Clearing Station.  

Trooper Fred White, Australian Provost Corps also died at the clearing station, both men were 

buried at the nearby Crouy British Cemetery, Crouy-Sur-Somme. 

 

Footnote:  Archie’s wife later re-married, 1922 correspondence shows her details as being Mrs 

Edith Phoenix, with an address of Bishop’s Bridge, New South Wales. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



512 SERGEANT William Henry SHARPE 

Headquarters 5th Divisional MMP 

 

William Henry Sharpe was born at Woodend in Victoria in October 1887. By early 1915 he and his 

wife were living he and his wife, Ellen, were living in Waitchie (still in Victoria), the couple had 

four children, Arthur was 5, Elsie 3, John 2 and George only a few months old. William was 

working as a baker.  

 

Despite his young family William stepped forward to enlist at Ararat on 7 April 1915, his 

enlistment papers show that he had been rejected on medical grounds previously. William was 

allotted as a private to B Company with the 21st Battalion, carrying out most of his training at the 

Broadmeadows Camp.  

 

Early May saw a flurry of activity as the battalion finished equipping its men.  On 8 May 1915 the 

21st Battalion left the Broadmeadows Camp to embark from Melbourne aboard the Ulysses.  The 

Ulysses (shown below) and the Euripides steamed out of Port Phillip Bay together; the two vessels 

contained the troops of the Victorian 6th Infantry Brigade on board.                                                         

 

 

The trip to Egypt was relatively smooth steaming; the Ulysses arrived at Alexandria on 9 June.  The 

21st Battalion then entrained to the outskirts of Cairo where there was a large camp in the Heliopolis 

area.  The battalion took up lines within the Aerodrome Camp; the battalion remained at Heliopolis 

for the next three months.   

 

As a break from camp routine in mid-August the 21st Battalion was employed as the piquet for the 

Cairo area.  By the end of August the battalion had been brought up to full strength, as the battalion 

eagerly awaited a call up to the Dardanelles 

.  

Shortly before the 21st Battalion’s departure for 

Gallipoli William was transferred to the Headquarters 

of the 6th Infantry Brigade as a MMP. William was 

probably also aboard the Southland when it sailed 

with the 21st Battalion aboard on 29 October 1915. 

William would have been on-board when the 

troopship was torpedoed three days into the voyage, 

on 2 September.  

 

 



The Southland was left with a gaping hole in the side of the ship as it began to sink, the vessel 

listing badly.  The ship was evacuated in a more or less orderly fashion, and it was found that the 

crew had been able to keep the vessel afloat, albeit for an unknown time. The Ben-my-Chee and the 

hospital ship Neuralia helped take on board the men in the water and aboard the various lifeboats 

and rafts. Volunteers from the crew and several men from the troops on-board the Southland were 

actually able to get the troopship underway again and then limp it to Mudros Harbour, here the 

vessel was deliberately beached. 

 

The survivors from the Southland were also taken to Mudros.  At Mudros the 21st Battalion and the 

6th Brigade units were re-organised aboard the Transylvania; luckily most of the men’s personal 

belongings had survived the blast and were transferred to the Transylvania.  During the Southland 

attack some 30 men were lost due to injuries, or drowned as they evacuated the ship.  

                                                                                       

The Transylvania (shown left) took the 6th 

Brigade troops to Lemnos Island where the 

battalion spent several days. It was not until 6 

September that the 21st Battalion (and presumably 

William as part of 6th Brigade Headquarters) 

resumed their voyage to Anzac Cove, this final 

leg of the journey was aboard the Abasssieh.   

 

In early November William admitted to 

the 6th Field Ambulance on Anzac Cove, 

his admission recorded as pyrexia 

(fever/chills). William remained in 

hospital for ____ days before returning 

to duty. One of the hospital’s main tents 

is shown to the right. 

 

Trooper Sharpe remained a military 

policeman, on 6 December the various 

MMP of all the 2nd Division units were 

all formally taken on strength as part of 

the 2nd Australian Divisional 

Headquarters. The MMP all now came under the command of the 2nd Divisions APM, Captain J. 

Williams.  

 



Trooper Sharpe saw out the Gallipoli campaign on the peninsula, returning to Alexandria aboard the 

Minnewaska on 10 January 1916. The MMP of the 2nd Division continued to remain under its APM. 

Major A.B. Douglas-Brown took over the reigns as APM (from Williams) and held that role for 

most of the war. 

 

The 2nd Divisional MMP headed for the Western Front in 

mid-March 1916, William continued to serve as a MMP 

throughout the war. On 2 September 1916 he was promoted 

to corporal and appointed as a lance sergeant, this meant 

wearing the rank of sergeant without being formally trained 

or qualified for that rank. 

 

Around three weeks after his promotion all of the MMP from 

the various divisions were formally transferred to the Anzac 

Provost Corps. The photo (shown next page) shows William 

as a sergeant, it’s clear that he is a provost in the photo (see 

group photo below), but that he is wearing puttees, not the 

more normal leather leggings, the 2nd Division’s MMP 

obviously being mounted troops. Perhaps the photo is from 

early 1919 back in England when he was working as an 

AGMP (Garrison Police).  

 

In May 1917 William was in strife with Major Brown, he was 

charged with ‘Drunkenness, in that he was in the town of 

Boulogne, in the state of Drunkenness. 25/5/17.’  Sergeant 

Sharpe was busted back to his substantive rank of corporal. 

 

On 2 June 1917 William was admitted to the 5th 

Field Ambulance suffering scabies. When 

discharged on 13 June William appears to have 

requested a transfer and was detached for duty with the 5th 

Division, the 5th Division’s MMP were ably led by Major 

Edgar Langley.  

 

On 30 December 1917 William was sent on a two week 

course at the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction,  Sharpe rejoined the 5th Divisional 

Headquarters on 13 January 1918.  William remained with the 5th Division’s MMP up until 21 

April, when he was transferred to the Australian Corps Headquarters Detachment. 

 

That would appear to date the following group photo from late April 1918 up until the Armistice 

(11 November 1918), it shows most (?) of the Headquarters detachment and if I’m not mistaken that 

is William marked by the arrow. He is once again wearing the rank of sergeant, he remained with 

the Corps Headquarters Detachment up until the Armistice.  Note that as in his individual photo 

William is wearing puttees, perhaps his individual choice? 

 

The officer in the photo (centre seated) appears to be Lieutenant Colonel William Smith, the head 

of the Australian Provost Corps in France and Belgium. The man to Smith’s right is Warrant 

Officer William Kenny. The man standing behind Sharpe’s right shoulder is probably Corporal 

John Kortright. 

 



Two days after the signing of the Armistice Sergeant Sharpe was detached for duty with the APM 

Paris. It’s unclear if he remained posted to Paris, but William did remain in France up until the end 

of January 1919, when he was sent back to England to prepare for his return to Australia. 

 

Admission to hospital in February (due to a venereal affliction) delayed his return to Australia, it 

was not until 2 June that he returned to duty at Parkhouse, he resumed duties as a provo. Finally on 

10 November 1919 William began his return to Australia aboard the Mahana (shown below). 

William Henry Sharpe was finally discharged back in Victoria on 24 January 1920. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



794 CORPORAL Charles Frederick SPENCE  

Headquarters 5th Australian Division  

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Charles Spence was born in Gloucester in the UK.  His family still lived in Birmingham, where 

Charles had worked as a machinist before immigrating to Australia, Charles initially listed a 

brother, William as his next-of-kin and then later his sister Dorothy, both still lived in the U.K.  

Spence told the recruiting clerk that he had served for about six months with the 4th Royal 

Warwickshire Regiment, only leaving the militia unit because he immigrated to Australia.  

 

 

Charles had been working in Queensland and enlisted at Cairns on 29 December; he became part of 

the 1st re-enforcements for the 11th Light Horse Regiment.  That draft of men sailed from Brisbane 

aboard the troopship Medic on 2 June 1915.  

 

Shortly after his arrival in Egypt, Charles was earmarked to temporarily join the 5th Light Horse 

Regiment on Gallipoli.  Several of the later sailing Light Horse Regiments were distributed in a 

similar way.  Charles joined the 5th Light Horse on the Gallipoli peninsula on 29 August.  For its 

part while on the peninsula the 5th Light Horse played a defensive role and was attached to the 1st 

Australian Infantry Division. 

 

Charles remained on Anzac Cove until early December 

1915, just short of the final evacuation.  The wintry 

conditions took its toll upon Charles and he was evacuated 

firstly to Alexandria and then Heliopolis, diagnosed as 

suffering from rheumatism.  Charles remained at Heliopolis 

until 28 December, when he was released to a convalescence 

camp at Helouan. 

 

It was not until 12 January 1916 that Charles was deemed fit 

enough to rejoin his unit.  Still officially on strength with the 

5th Light Horse Regiment, Charles was sent to their camp at 

Maadi.  A little over a month later Charles was transferred 

back to the 11th Light Horse Regiment, marching into his 

original Regiment’s camp at Serapeum on 22 February 1916. 

 

Charles’s documents are vague, but it appears that on 20 

March he was detached to the provost corps as a batman to 

Lieutenant Morgan. Morgan was also originally from the 

11th Light Horse Regiment, he only remained with the corps 

for a little over a month.  Charles was formally transferred to 

the newly formed Anzac Provost Corps on 9 July.  

 

Charles was transferred to England on 3 August 1916, marching into Bhurtpore Barracks at 

Tidworth.  He remained at Tidworth for a little over two months, as he prepared to be posted to a 

unit in France. 

 

On 6 October 1916, Charles was warned out that he was to be posted to France.  Charles spent quite 

a lengthy time at the Etaples Depot prior to being sent to a unit; possibly he was employed on 

military police duties at the depot.  It was not until 20 December that Charles commenced duty with 

the Headquarters of the 5th Australian Division. 

 



 Trooper Charlie Spence would continue to serve with the 5th Division for the 

remainder of his time on the Western Front.  It was not until March 1918 that Charles 

was granted 10 days leave to the UK.  It was while on leave on 13 March that Charles married 20-

year-old Christma Thomsen.  Charles rejoined his unit as a married man in early April.  

 

Charles was not granted any further leave to the UK until early November 1918.  Charles was still 

in England when peace was declared on 11 November.  Three days later Charles rejoined his unit in 

France.  It was not until 10 January 1919 that Charles became eligible to return to England to await 

his passage back to Australia. 

 

On 18 January marched into the No 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  However rather than 

returning to Australia Charles was posted to Tidworth (possibly at his request as he had his wife in 

England) carrying out military police duties there. 

 

On 10 February Charles was promoted to the rank of extra regimental 2nd corporal, a rank typically 

used by the Australian military police at this time.  In early August 1919 Charles was granted leave 

and towards the end of that month was granted indefinite leave in the UK. 

 

It was not until 27 March 1920, that Charles and Christma chose to take a passage to Australia; they 

sailed for Australia aboard the Zealandic.  It was not until 30 July 1920 that Charles was formally 

discharged from the AIF, the couple choosing to live in Queensland. 

 

 

 

 

920 TROOPER Archibald TARGETT 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Archie Targett described himself as a 27 year old driver (horse) when he enlisted at Claremont in 

Tasmania on 21 February 1915. Archie was still single, he listed his father, Richard, as his next-of-

kin. In March Archie was allotted to the 4th reinforcements for the 3rd Light Horse Regiment (the 3rd 

Regiment was primarily raised from South Australian and Tasmanian men). Trooper Targett sailed 

for Egypt with his draft aboard the troopship Port Lincoln, departing Adelaide on 1 April 1915. 

 

Archie served on Gallipoli with his unit, landing on the peninsula in early August 1915. A little 

over a month later he had to be evacuated to Mudros because of dental problems. Archie remained 

on Mudros until early January 1916, when he returned to Egypt.  



Targett returned to duty at Heliopolis and on 4 March 1916 was transferred to the 4 th 

Divisional MMP Detachment, joining his new unit at Tel-el-Kebir. Most of these men 

were re-allotted almost immediately to the 5th Division’s MMP and were sent to Ferry 

Post to join that Division. 

 

Archie was aboard the Transylvania when his unit sailed for France on 17 June 1916. Archie was 

wounded on the 8 August 1916, one of the first casualties from his MMP unit, he suffered a 

relatively minor shrapnel wound to his right leg. 

 

Evacuated initially to Boulogne, on 17 August he was evacuated back to England where he was 

admitted to a hospital in Manchester. Archie’s wound was not severe and by the end of November 

he was returning to duty at a depot at Perham Downs.  

 

In early February Archie marched into Tidworth as he awaited allocation to a unit. It appears that 

Archie had opted to return to his original unit (3rd Light Horse Regiment) back in Egypt.  

 

In early March 1917 Trooper Targett was 

once again aboard the Transylvania, 

(shown right) but on this occasion heading 

back to Egypt. After a few more weeks at 

an Egyptian Depot, on 2 May 1917 he 

joined the 3rd Light Horse Regiment at 

Shellal. 

 

In late May Archie was admitted to 

hospital because of his previous wound to 

his right leg. Archie remained with the 3rd 

Light Horse for the remainder of the war, 

he spent several further stints in hospital.  

 

Archibald Targett returned to Australia aboard the Orari (below) in mid-May 1919. Archie was 

discharged in Victoria on 30 June 1919. 

 



2738 Frank Kinmont TAYLOR 

Headquarters Australian 5th Division 

 

Frank Taylor was a bank clerk with the National Bank at Kadina 

in South Australia prior to enlisting, he was only a month short of 

turning 21 when he stepped forward to enlist on 27 December 

1915. Born in 1894 Frank was the second son of Reverend 

Robert and Mrs Sarah(?).H. Taylor, Frank’s older brother, 

Randell, also a bank clerk, had enlisted in March 1915, he served 

in various orderly rooms throughout the war. 

 

Frank was still a single man when he joined up, he informed the 

recruiting clerk that he had 4 years militia service. Stepping 

forward Private Frank Taylor began his training with B Company 

of the 2nd Depot Battalion. In mid-February 1916 Frank was 

transferred to the Mitcham Camp (the same camp that Randell 

had trained at), here he was allotted to the 17th reinforcements for 

the 10th Battalion, after a few weeks Frank was re-allotted to the 

5th reinforcements for the 32nd Battalion.  

 

Frank’s draft is shown above, this photo appeared in the Chronicle (Adelaide) on Saturday 1 April 

1916. The men had sailed from Adelaide aboard the troopship Shropshire on 25 March 1916. The 

voyage to Egypt generally took a little over a month.  

 

After only a short time in Egypt in late June the bulk of Frank’s draft were sent to France, via 

Marseilles, from Marseilles they were sent to the Etaples Depot. It was not until 15 August 1916 

that Private Frank Taylor joined the 32nd Battalion on the Western Front, rather than joining the 

battalion with other members of his draft, the 32nd Battalion’s War Diary shows Frank being the 

only fresh reinforcement to join the battalion on that day. 

 



The 32nd Battalion were holding sectors close to Fromelles, it had suffered horrendous casualties 

during the savage fighting of 19/20 July 1916. Although holding the line the battalion was well sort 

on numbers and was very inexperienced in trench warfare following the loss of so many of its 

experienced men, the battalion took part in no offensive operations until well into 1917. 

 

Towards the end of August 1916 Frank spent a few days at the 15th Field Ambulance because of a 

septic sore on his right leg. Frank returned to duty on 30 August. Frank’s file shows he remained 

with the 32nd Battalion for the next few months. 

 

On 17 November 1916 Frank was detached for duty with the 

APM of the 5th Division, that was in the role of a batman. Frank 

was probably batman for the assistant APM, Lieutenant William Craze (shown 

right). 

 

Frank Taylor was accidentally injured at Bernafay Wood on 8 February 1917, 

suffering a fracture to his lower jaw. It was Lieutenant Craze that provided a 

statement to confirm that the ‘soldier was in no way to blame’ for the injury. 

No further description of how he was injured appears anywhere within his file.  

 

That was the finish of Frank’s role as a batman, he was evacuated back to 

Rouen on 13 February, the following day he crossed the English Channel back 

to England onboard the hospital ship, St David. In the U.K. Frank was 

admitted to the Cambridge Hospital at Aldershot. 

 

Private Taylor spent a month in the Cambridge hospital, on 14 April he was discharged from the 

hospital and was granted two weeks’ furlough prior to returning to duty. Frank returned to duty at 

No3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 30 April. 

 

On 25 May 1917 Frank marched out to the Hardening and Drafting Depot at Perham Downs. Frank 

appears to spent much of the remainder of 1917 at Perham Downs, he then spent a short time at the 

Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill in late December 1917 when he proceeded back 

to France.  

 

In France Frank marched into the Le Havre Depot, he appears to have been retained at that depot 

for just over six months. On 8 June 1918 Frank re-joined the 32nd Battalion on the Western Front, 

the 32nd Battalion’s War Diary shows 15 men re-joining the battalion on that day.  

 

The battalion was camped to the east of Amiens, where the battalion was out of the line and 

carrying training. On 14 June 1918, the battalion moved forward to relieve the 25th Battalion, as was 

now a usual practice (prior to an attack or major operation), a nucleus of 9 officers and 80 men were 

sent to the rear area (to Pernois). 

 

By this stage of the war the Australian battalions were often utilising raiding parties to keep the 

enemy on their toes and presumably gain ‘valuable’ information about the enemy opposite. A small 

party from the 32nd was tasked to train and prepare for a raid that was to occur about a week after 

the battalion had taken over the frontline (Frank was not one of the party).  

 

The battalion was suffering numerous casualties due to enemy sniping and at times, heavy artillery 

fire. Private Frank Taylor was killed in action (most probably by shellfire) on 24 June 1916, Frank 

may have been part of a large ration party that received a direct hit. 

 



Private Frank Kinmont Taylor was buried in the Vaux-sur-Somme Communal Cemetery about two 

miles to the north east of Corbie. In later years his remains were re-interred to the Villers 

Bretonneux Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

312 TROOPER Charles William ULLSTROM 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 

 

Charles Ullstrom described himself as a sailor prior to enlisting at Liverpool on 28 June 1915.  

Charles and his wife Jane had one child and the couple had been living at Windsor prior to Charles 

joining up.  

 

Private Ullstrom was initially earmarked as part of the 9th re-enforcements for the 13th Battalion, 

training at the Liverpool Camp. On 16 August it appears that Charles draft was transferred to the 

newly forming 30th Battalion, the 30th Battalion had begun to form at the Liverpool Camp in early 

August 1915 under the command of Lieut Colonel J.W. Clark. 

 



Most of the men shown above were probably allotted to A Company, 30th Battalion (not verified).  

August was a busy month as training commenced and men were shuffled into companies and 

various roles within the battalion.  Sergeants and corporals were selected and distributed where 

needed within the battalion.  The unit’s war diary also shows that Colonel Clark was not shy on 

punishing his men if they flaunted military regulations.  

 

It appears that A Company actually ended up with too many men allotted to it, some of these men 

were re-allotted to other companies.  It appears that Private Ullstrom remained with A Company; he 

kept his nose clean and doesn’t appear to have had any blemishes against his name, unlike many 

others, including a number who were discharged having been found ‘unsuitable to be soldiers’. 

In early September the battalion moved from the Liverpool Camp to the R.A.S. (Royal Agricultural 

Show) Grounds at Moore Park.   The battalion continued its training at Moore Park, (shown below) 

the routine orders below are typical of a day’s activities.  



Training continued at the Showground throughout October.  This Routine Order comes from early 

in the month, it shows the other units that occupied some of the buildings within the showgrounds. 

 

 

On 5 November the 

transport section of the 

battalion, with its horses 

sailed for Egypt aboard 

the transport Kaituna.  

The remainder of the 

30th Battalion (as well as 

various other re-

enforcements) sailed for 

Egypt aboard the 

Beltana (shown right) 

on 9 November.  The 

voyage was relatively 

uneventful, there were 

no deaths on board, no 

serious illness and Colonel Clark was impressed that there were no serious disciplinary breaches 

during the voyage.  

 

The Beltana arrived at Suez on 8 December 1915, but due to the backlog of ships the men could not 

disembark until 12 December.  Apparently while waiting in the harbour the men were allowed to 

have some activities around the ship in the ship’s lifeboats (to break the boredom).  

 

After docking the battalion then marched to the Aerodrome Camp at Heliopolis.  The battalion’s 

stay at Heliopolis was only brief, on 16 December the battalion moved to Helmeih where it boarded 

trains that transported the battalion to Moascar.  From Moascar the battalion marched to Ferry Post 

where it erected a permanent camp.  

 

During January 1916 other Australian units began to arrive at Ferry Post as the AIF began to 

consolidate its units in Egypt following the evacuation of Anzac Cove.  In early February the 30 th 

Battalion moved to Tel-el-Kebir, the battalion continued its training at its new camp. 



On 2 March 1916 Charles was employed with the Camp Police at Tel-el-Kebir.  On 

12 March Private Ullstrom was transferred to the 5th Divisional Headquarters at Ferry 

Post as a MMP. 

 

Trooper Ullstrom was with the 5th Division’s MMP when they sailed for the Western Front aboard 

the Transylvania in June 1916.  On 16 September 1916 Charles, like the other members of the 

MMP attached to the divisions in France, was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Police 

Corps.  

 

Charles served on the Western Front for the remainder of 1916 and the first half of 1917.  On 13 

July 1917, in line with the corps rotation, Ullstrom was transferred back to the U.K. for duty.  

Charles marched into Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth where he remained up until May 1918. 

 

No reason appears on Charles’ file for his transferring back to the 30th Battalion, possibly it was his 

own choice or perhaps it was a disciplinary move by the provost corps (nothing appears on his 

discipline file.  In early May 1918 Charles was sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge 

Deverill as he prepared for a return to France.  On 8 June 1918 Ullstrom rejoined the 30 th Battalion 

on the Western Front. The 30th Battalion was at Glisy when Charles and about a dozen other men 

joined the unit from the base depot, during June the battalion fought at Morlancourt, suffering quite 

heavy casualties.    

 

Private Ullstrom saw out the fighting on the Western Front safely, only to be struck down by the flu 

in December 1918.  Charles was admitted to a hospital at Rouen for about two weeks and was fit 

enough to be sent to a convalescent depot just before Christmas.  

 

Charles rejoined the 30th Battalion on 12 February 1919, less than a month later he was sent back to 

the Le Havre Depot.  From Le Havre he returned to the Sutton Veny Depot in England as he waited 

for a berth back to Australia.  

 

Charles Ullstrom was given a berth aboard the Devanha, which left England on 8 May.  The 

Devanha (shown below) arrived in Australia on 26 June; Charles was discharged from the AIF on 

18 August 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2522 TROOPER Frederick WHITE 

Headquarters 5th Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Fred White was born at Wingham, New South Wales; he was 

the son of Robert and Alice White.  Fred’s brother Russell 

also joined the AIF around the same time.  When the two 

brothers joined the AIF, the White’s were living in the Marlee 

district (not far from Wingham); Fred worked as a station 

hand, most probably also in the Marlee district. 

 

Fred was 21 years old when he enlisted on 2 May 1915. 

Initially he became part of the 5th Reinforcements for the 17th 

Battalion. All of the men from Fred’s draft hailed from New 

South Wales, however the men came from all parts of the 

state, as well as Sydney. 

 

The portrait of Fred (left) was most probably taken shortly 

after enlisting.  The photo may have been taken at a Sydney 

studio, or may have been taken by a visiting photographer at 

the training camp. 

 

At the completion of their training Fred’s draft sailed aboard 

the Themistocles, leaving Sydney on 5 October 1915.  It 

would appear that while on the voyage over Fred contracted 

the mumps and upon his arrival in Egypt in early November 

was probably sent straight to hospital at Cairo.  

 

Fred wrote to his mother from Choubra Hospital in Cairo, on 

22 November 1915; 

 

“ I am getting on fairly well.  I am up now.  I have put in a pretty bad time with mumps and Nile 

fever, and have to stay here another month yet.  We get well looked after, and there are over 300 in 

this hospital.  We had a drop of rain this morning – the first, they say, for two years.  The climate is 

lovely – just the middle of winter.  There’s a big crop of lucerne only about three yards from my 

window, as well as corn, turnips, tomatoes, melons, and sugar cane.   

 

I saw cabbages that wouldn’t go in a corn bag.  Everything grows well here and the land is all 

irrigated.  There are troops landing here in thousands nearly every day.  There will be a big fight 

on the Canal soon.  The Turks are advancing.  We are all prepared and have a big army waiting. 

I’ll be in that fighting.  I wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.” 

 



 

In mid December after being 

released from hospital, Fred was 

able to catch up with Russell in 

Cairo.  Russell, having just arrived 

in Egypt from Australia, had been 

sent to the nearby Mena Camp. 

 

In early March Fred was sent to the 

Overseas Base at Ghezireh, while 

he awaited allocation to a battalion. 

On 15 March Fred was again sent to 

hospital because of ill health. When 

fit to return to duty Fred answered a 

call for volunteers to join the Anzac 

Provost Corps. On 3 April 1916, 

Fred, and several hundred other 

men were taken on strength by the 

newly formed corps and undertook 

a month’s assessment and induction 

course at Abbassia, near Cairo.  

 

Deemed suitable for the Corps, Fred 

was sent to the Western Front, 

sailing aboard the Oriana from 

Alexandria on 6 June 1916. 

Arriving in France a week later.  

Fred was attached to the 2nd Anzac 

(Corps) Headquarters. 

 

                                                                                                         

Tragically, Fred’s brother Russell (pictured left), had also been 

sent to the Western Front, but with the 30th Battalion, he was 

killed in action on 20 July 1916, during the Battle of 

Fromelles.  Like the other battalion’s involved in Fromelles, 

the 30th Battalion suffered heavy casualties during its baptism 

of fire on the Western Front.  

 

Now a Trooper, Fred, served the majority of his time on the 

Western Front with the 2nd Anzac (Corps) Headquarters. On 20 

June 1917 he was wounded (by shrapnel?) in the left 

hip/buttock region.  Fred’s wounds were not serious enough to require evacuation to England. 

 

After treatment at firstly Camiers, and then Etaples, on 6 July he marched into the base depot at 

Roulles. Two days later he rejoined his unit at the 2nd Anzac Headquarters. 

 

Less than a week after rejoining his unit Fred was again sent to hospital, this time laid low by an 

attack of enteric fever, a legacy of his time in the Middle East.  Admitted to the 40th Stationary 

Hospital at Harfluer (near Le Havre) Fred remained away from the front for a further two weeks.  A 

snippet in a local paper back home stated that Fred had also been affected by shell shock at some 

stage. 

 



 After a period of furlough, on 15 September, Fred was fit enough to return to a unit.  

After a brief attachment to the APM at Le Havre and then with the 1st Division, Fred 

was detached to the 5th Divisional provosts. 

 

In early March 1918 Fred was sent to the 4th Army Provost School of Instruction, for a two-week 

course.  Fred rejoined the 5th Division on 18 March. 

 

Fred White was one of five provosts 

and traffic control men, either killed or 

wounded, when a German shell landed 

in a farmyard near Daours, on the 

morning of 20 May 1918.  That shell 

exploded (most probably close to their 

billet) about 0700 hours; it killed 

outright Corporal Lin Harston and 

Trooper Donald Robertson. 

 

Trooper White was one of those 

wounded, he received severe abrasions 

and bruising to his head, his left leg 

was badly fractured (most probably 

severed).  Fred White died the 

following day at the 47th Casualty 

Clearing Station.  Reverend A.G. 

Harris, from the Clearing Station, 

supervised White’s burial at the nearby 

Crouy cemetery, at Amiens.  

 

Shortly after his death, Robert and his 

wife Alice, back in Marlee, received 

the official telegram from the army 

informing them of the death of their 

second son.  The local paper (the 

Wingham Chronicle?) ran a small 

tribute to both men shortly after   

Fred’s death. 

 

 

 

Fred White 

The public of this district will join with us in expressing sympathy with Mr. And Mrs. R White, of 

Marlee, who last week received word that their son (Corporal Fred White) had died of wounds in 

France.  This makes the second son to make the supreme sacrifice – Private Russell White having 

fought his last fight some time back.  Another son has just recently enlisted.  The loss of two sons 

from one family is one that nothing this side of the line can recompense a mother and father for.  

Those two lads have fought the good fight, and have fallen by the way, but their memories, in 

common with those of all other heroes, should be cherished down the ages.  

 The fact also remains that the bloodiest war in history still raging – and with greater vigour and 

devilishness than ever.  In the ordinary course of events, many homes and hearts will yet be 

saddened – but today the hand of genuine sympathy goes out to Mr. And Mrs. White and family, for 

their cup of sorrow is indeed full.  

 



It was only five days after Fred’s death that his younger 

brother Archie chose to enlist.  Archie (shown left) had only 

just turned 18 years of age and it must have taken a power of 

persuasion for him to convince his parents to give their 

consent for him to enlist (which they did give).  Archie 

enlisted at Kempsey on 25 May 1918, as a General Service 

reinforcement, he was still training at the Liverpool Camp 

when peace was declared, illness having stalled his 

embarkation overseas.   On 19 November 1918, eight days 

after the signing of the armistice Archie was de-mobilized.  

 

 

White Brothers 

 

There was a representative gathering of residents of Marlee and its immediate surroundings, at the 

residence of Mr Stanley Cameron, Marlee. The object of such gathering being to do honour to Mr 

and Mrs R. White, who not so long since took up residence in Wingham, after having lived at 

Marlee for many years. Mr and Mrs White have had their cup of sorrow filled as a result of the 

Great War. Three of their sons enlisted, and two of them have paid the supreme sacrifice. It was 

decided by their many old friends at Marlee to show some practical appreciation of Mr and Mrs 

White as neighbours, and the form that token of respect and esteem took, we feel sure, was keenly 

appreciated by them. Mr C.W. Shilling of Marlee, was the secretary to the movement, and he had 

the hearty co-operation of the people generally.  

 

Miss Aicken was entrusted with the task of painting the photographs of the three soldier sons of Mr 

and Mrs White – Fred, Russell and Archie, and the work was splendidly done. The picture of the 

three boys is lifelike, and was covered by the Union Jack until the time arrived to make the 

presentation. ………… Mr R. White feelingly expressed his thanks and appreciation of the kindness 

of his old neighbours………… The picture they had that night presented to Mrs White and himself 

would be prized while ever they lived – and when they had gone it would be prized by their 

children. 

 

 

Endnote:  The Wingham Chronicle in an article refers to Fred as being a corporal. Although Fred’s 

file doesn’t indicate him holding that substantive rank, there is a fair chance that he may have been 

a temporary corporal at some stage, possibly even at the time of his death.   

 

Photo’s of Fred, Russell and Archie, courtesy of Rex White, Wingham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In memory of the men of the 

MMP Detachment of the 5th 

Australian Infantry Division 
 

 

 

 


