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Vendrei, 1st June .    Baizieux .    [1917] 
 

The other day , Pat Conners, a corporal in the mounted police was riding along in Albert.    

He had two mates with him, but they were riding a few horses’ lengths behind him.  He had his 

cape on, was mounted on a big black charger, and the cape being opened a bit at the front, 

disclosed very bright buttons, and his revolver strap, passing across his chest like a Sam Brown.   

He was just passing 5th Army Headquarters, when the Sentry on duty there caught sight of Pat and 

his supposed Sam Brown, noted the two “Grooms” or “orderlies” riding behind him, and stopped 

in the middle of his beat his right turn was a thing to wonder at.  His statue-like figure, with rifle at 

the slope, head erect, eyes looking their own height  ( or higher )  to the front were unequalled by 

the “Guards” !   To use Pat’s words, he “ nearly broke the small of the butt”  as he smacked out 

the salute.    Pat looked gravely at the sentry, glanced quickly behind to his mates and then gave the 

sentry a beautiful officer’s salute.    (  He illustrated it to me afterwards, explaining that he  

“wouldn’t disappoint the sentry for the world”  ).   A hundred yards further along the road, a guard 

of twenty - odd men were marching up to relieve the other guard.   The N.C.O. in charge noted the 

performance ahead of him, and just as the guard got abreast of swinging along – bawled, “Eyes – 

LEFT” and saluted, himself.  This was nearly too much for even the cheeky Irish –Australian spirit 

of Pat.   But he kept his features, and glared at them, while giving another officers’ salute to them.    

He only went a few yards further, though, and pulled up and waited for his two convulsed 

“grooms”.   He swore at them and sang out  “Come up here alongside, you blanky ___ you’ll be 

getting me pinched!”  I liked his explanation of, “ I wouldn’t have disappointed ‘em for the world!” 

 

Entry from the diary of Lieutenant Warwick Fussell, TCO Aust 1st Division. (AWM 3 DRL 

3394)  

 

It was not surprising that Corporal Connors (the 

correct spelling of his name) received the salutes 

from the Guard.  Australian Military Policemen, 

which included military mounted police (MMP), 

were generally well turned out.  Many of the men 

had tailored tunics and wore brass buttons and 

polished rising sun badges. Although not formally 

permitted in the frontlines, the provosts just 

behind the front would sometimes be so attired.  

The photo to the left shows Divisional MMP 

escorting German Prisoners near Hoograf in 1917, 

the MMP (unknown) on the right, has a 

waterproof cape on, perhaps similar to that which 

Corporal Connors was  wearing?   

 
Author’s copy of AWM photo E 00875, cropped to show 

the detail of the uniforms. 



 

Some of the officers and men who served as MMP 
or Traffic men with the 1st Division 

 
CAPTAIN George Frederick MASON 

Anzac Provost Corps 

 
George Mason was born at Pietermaritzburg, South Africa on 7 January 1885.  George was living 

and working in Western Australia when he stepped forward to enlist on 15 August 1914, shortly 

after the declaration of war. 
 

On enlistment George described himself 

as a blacksmith’s floor man, however he 

also recorded that he had considerable 

military service, having served some four 

years in the Natal Carbineer’s (shown 

right) while he was still living in South 

Africa (probably shortly after the Boer 

War).  George had also served a year and 

a half with the 25th Light Horse (militia) 

in Western Australia. 

 

Allotted to the 11th Battalion George became an original member of H Company with the 

regimental number 927, Mason was quickly promoted to the rank of sergeant.  With that promotion 

in Egypt, George became the platoon sergeant for 15 Platoon in D Company.  (The number of 

companies within a battalion was reduced  from eight back to four) 

 

Sergeant Mason was present at the landing at Gallipoli and his gallantry during the first few days 

was noted and he was recommended for a DCM (Distinguished Conduct Medal), his citation read; 

 

“For conspicuous gallantry and ability on the 25th April 1915, and the three following days at 

Gaba Tepe (Dardanelles).  During these days of continuous fighting, Sergeant Mason showed 

great courage and resource in holding his men together under constant fire, and when isolated 

parties, which had advanced to far had to be withdrawn, he covered their retirement with 

conspicuous skill and bravery.” 

 

With the awarding of his DCM and his continued leadership skills George was considered for 

promotion, on 11 July 1915 became CSM (Company Sergeant Major) of D Company, he was 

granted a commission (in the field) on 4 August 1915.  2nd Lieutenant Mason continued to serve 

with the 11th Battalion (most probably still leading 15 Platoon?) 

 

In late November George was evacuated to Mudros on Lemnos Island suffering from what his file 

referred to as ‘lumbago’.   After about a week in hospital George returned to duty, but remained on 

Lemnos, on 13 December his promotion to lieutenant was confirmed. 

 

On 7 January 1916 George arrived back in Egypt, where he was sent to a camp at Serapuem.  Here 

Lieutenant Mason was appointed (presumably) as the camp APM (Assistant Provost Marshal). On 

1 March George was formally seconded from the 11th Battalion and appointed to the role of APM 

for the 1st Australian Division, eleven days later he was promoted to captain.  The following 

incident occurred at Serapeum;  



Lieut George Frederick Mason, having been duly sworn states: 
At about 1640 on the afternoon of the twenty third of February 1916 I was called down on the 

beach to see what the disturbance was. I saw the accused sparring up to another man on the punt 

when I got there. Noticing me he walked away from the man he was sparring with. Lieut Bayliss of 

the 8th Battalion asked me to place him under arrest which I did. After handing him over to a file 

of men of the guard the accused called Lieut Bayliss "A fucking bastard", told him to take his coat 

off, hop out and he would have a piece of him. The accused was sober at the time. I am an officer 

in charge of the military police First Division. 

 

Lieut Bayliss 60th Battn having been duly sworn states: 
I recognise accused as Private Aldred 

who was on the twenty third of February 

1916 at about 1640 speaking in a high 

tone of voice to a member of the military 

police I heard him say "I ought to knock 

your bloody head off". "The men that 

take on this job (meaning Military 

Police) are a lot of bastards". I spoke to 

him telling him to stop using filthy 

language. He said "Would you sir, if one 

of your mates were taken to the guard 

tent for nothing?" I again told him to stop talking. He said. "Oh fuck you! I don't care for you star 

men". 

 

I called the APM and asked him for some men. His mates tried to pacify him. I heard myself 

referred to as an "8th Battalion Bastard". The APM brought some men, and asked me to point out 

the man who was to be arrested. I pointed out the accused. When the picquet approached the 

accused he avoided them and came towards me in a threatening attitude. I handed my horse to 

another soldier and as accused lifted his hands, I seized his wrists telling him not to go too far. The 

accused said "I wish I had you without your tunic on you bastard I will catch you again". The 

picquet seized him and while taking him away accused called out several times "You're a bastard". 

The Accused was drunk. 

 

Q: What makes you state the Accused was drunk? 

 

A: His general appearance and the fact that he was staggering and his behaviour at the time 

 

Q: Were you close to the accused? 

 

A: Quite close 

 

Q: Did you smell drink on the accused? 

 

A: No. 

 

Private Norman Churchman No 2346 having been duly sworn states: 
I am a Military policeman attached to First Division Head Quarters. Whilst on duty at the punt, 

between 1630 and 1700 on the twenty third of February I heard Private Alfred say "You chaps are 

making it too hot. You are only a lot of bastards. He then went behind the drays on the punt. An 

officer called on me to arrest this man. The accused while being escorted to the guard tent struck 

at the officer. The accused appeared to have had some drink but was not drunk. 

 



The previous incident involved 1302 Private John Aldred; as a result he was court-martialled at 

Serapeum on 10 March 1916.  Aldred was charged that 1. When on Active Service conduct to the 

prejudice of good order and military discipline and 2. Using threatening language to his superior 

officer. 

   

Lieutenant Mason further clarified that Private Aldred had in fact made a ‘rush at Lieut Bayliss’ 

and that Mason himself had physically intervened to stop Aldred assaulting Bayliss.  Aldred had 

then continued to verbally abuse and threaten 2nd Lieut Bayliss. 

 

It was put that Aldred’s service on Gallipoli should perhaps have ‘lightened’ his sentence.  What 

Aldred didn’t know (or care about?) was that Bayliss had also served on Gallipoli and had in fact 

earnt his commission ‘in the field’ on the peninsula.  

  

Aldred was sentenced to 12 months imprisonment with hard labour, he was ordered back to 

Australia as a prisoner under sentence on 29 May 1916.  Originally committed to Pentridge Prison 

he would get two months off his sentence, completing his sentence at the Geelong Prison. 

 

George’s promotion to captain was shortly before he and his MMP embarked for service on the 

Western Front, they sailed for France on 22 March 1916.  Mason had under his control a TCO 

(Traffic Control Officer), twenty Five MMP and a Traffic Control Detachment, as well during 

periods of high traffic flow various cyclist and light horse detachments would be attached for 

traffic duties. 

 

That MMP Detachment sailed from Alexandria on 22 March 1916, arriving at Marseilles in 

southern France a week later.  Captain Mason served as the 1st Division’s APM for the next six 

months; apparently George was less than efficient in his financial dealings, including payments to 

French civilians for his MMP billeting.  This included Mason at one stage borrowing 100 francs  

(32 pounds) from Corporal William Edgar, which Edgar did not receive back until a formal 

investigation ordered Mason’s pay to be docked in order to repay the loan.  The lack of payment to 

the civilian would also form part of an investigation. 

 

Mason ceased to be the 1st Division’s APM on 16 August 1916, that role was taken over by 

Captain R. Kerr in September 1916.  George was actually back in the U.K. when his secondment as 

APM had ceased, presumably he had been called there by the head of the Anzac Provost Corps to 

explain his financial details and it was probably the corps decision to recommend Mason rejoin his 

battalion. 

 

Needless to say Mason was no longer employed by the Anzac Provost Corps, his financial dealings 

continued to get him in trouble, much of his 112 page NAA file relates to his less than honest 

dealings in acquiring goods and then failing to pay for them, often claiming it may have been his 

brother who ordered and received the goods.  Mason would be court martialled for being drunk and 

disorderly in the U.K. along with two junior ranks. 

 

Despite constant denials and promises to make good his financial improprieties Mason rarely did 

so, some of his debts (like Edgar’s) were directly debited from Mason’s pay.  The AIF finally had 

enough of him and in early 1918 he was sent back to Australia, SNLR (Services no longer 

required). 

 

 

 
 
 



MAJOR Robert KERR, DSO, OBE, MID 
APM 1st Division  

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Robert Kerr was born in Camberwell, Victoria, in July 1894; he was the son of Charles and Lizzie 

Kerr of East Camberwell. Robert was working as an estate agent in Victoria at the time he chose to 

enlist on 22 April 1915.  Still single, Robert was under 21 years of age when he joined up, meaning 

he had to gain his parents’ permission to do so, however Robert had quite a extensive militia 

service, he’d had some five years as a school cadet, followed by 4 years as a 2nd Lieutenant with 

the service corps (militia). 

 

Not surprisingly Kerr was granted a commission in the AIF, initially a 2nd lieutenant on 16 May he 

was promoted to lieutenant.  Not surprisingly Lieutenant Kerr was allotted to the 16th Company of 

the Australian Service Corps, Kerr sailed from Melbourne, barely a month after joining the AIF on 

22 May 1915, he did so aboard the troopship Afric, the ship arrived at Suez a month later. 

 

After a few months in Egypt Lieutenant Kerr embarked for ‘overseas’ aboard the Southland on 30 

August.  The Southland sailed from Alexandria, with the Australian 21st Battalion (6th Brigade) 

2nd Division AIF with some troops from B Company, 23rd Battalion, General Legge and staff and 

2nd Division Signals Company, the 2nd Divisional Train were also onboard.  During its voyage 

from Egypt to Gallipoli on the 2 September 1914 at 9:45am it was torpedoed at right forward by 

the German submarine UB-14 30 nautical miles (56 km) from Lemnos in the Aegean Sea.  

 

The ship did not sink immediately, and was eventually beached on Lemnos, and all but 40 of 1400 

men were able to leave in lifeboats and were picked up by other transports and HT Neuralia, 

although mostly by HMS Ben-my-Chree by about midday though some troops spent up to 4 hours 

in the water. During the subsequent rescue operations Ben-my-Chree took on board 649 troops and 

121 crew from 21 boats and rafts and provided medical attention as required until all were 

transferred to the troopship SS Transylvania in Mudros harbour. Southland eventually limped back 

to Mudros assisted by HMS Racoon and was repaired. Fred Leist’s famous painting from the 

AWM website depicts the near disastrous launch of one of the ship’s lifeboats:   

The sinking was reported as; 

"A splendid story is told of the 

sinking of the transport Southland 

in the Mediterranean Sea. When 

the torpedo struck the vessel 

reeled and the order was given to 

abandon the ship. There was never 

a cry or sign of fear. The 

Australian soldiers merely came 

briskly on deck singing 'Australia 

will be there.' The troops all went 

to their stations and lowered the 

boats in an orderly manner. The 

subalterns searched the interior of 

the ship for wounded and finally 

came on deck to find only the general staff on board. They helped to lower the last boats and got 

into a half swamped one themselves. Fourteen persons were killed by the explosion and twenty two 

were drowned including Brigadier General Linton."  

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Australian_22nd_Battalion&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Division_(Australia)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Gordon_Legge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallipoli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SM_UB-14
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemnos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegean_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beach_(nautical)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lifeboat_(shipboard)
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HT_Neuralia&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Ben-my-Chree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Transylvania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudros
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=HMS_Racoon_(1910)&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea


After resting and regrouping on the Transylvania, the 2nd Divisional Train were transferred to HMS 

Partridge and landed on Anzac Cove on 6 September.   Lieutenant Kerr was recorded in the unit’s 

War Diary as being ill on the 29 and 30 September 1915.  The 2nd Divisional Train began 

evacuating staff from the peninsula as from 12 December 1915. 

 

 

15/12/15: “Lts Kerr & Berryman were sent to beach & sent back for a guard & fatigue party.” 

 

19/12/15: 

16.50: “5th & final party fell in, 6 officers & 29 O.R., included myself, Capt J.S. Duffy, Lieut Kerr,     

2Lt Shearer, 2nd Lt Berryman, 2nd Lt Medlyn.” 

17.20: “Arrived at Rendezvous, RESERVE GULLY.” 

18.00: “Embarked on a K lighter, 400 in all.” 

18.45: “Transferred to HMS Mars.” 

20.00: “Mars left for MUDROS.  

 

20/12/1915: 

04.30: “Reached MUDROS.” 

 

The next recorded entry on Kerr’s file shows his unit returning to Alexandria from Mudros, aboard 

the Ansonia on 6 January 1916, Kerr then rejoined the 2nd Australian Divisional Train (ordnance) 

at Ismailia.  

 

Kerr’s unit headed for the Western Front on 20 March 1916.  On 26 April Kerr was promoted to 

the rank of captain.  In mid July 1916 Captain Kerr was seconded from the 2nd Divisional Train to 

become the APM for the 1st Australian Division. 

 

Kerr took over this role from Captain George Mason, Mason having been encouraged to return to 

his original battalion following several poor financial dealings, both personal and service wise.  

Mason had been admitted to hospital for a short time, but it was his financial impropriety that saw 

him removed from the APM role. 

 

In September 1916 Captain Kerr was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps.  Kerr 

commanded the MMP and traffic control detachment of the 1st Division for the remainder of 1916 

and throughout 1917.  During 1917 Kerr’s TCO (Traffic Control Officer) was Lieutenant Warwick 

Fussell, the pair were relatively young for those roles on the Western Front, Kerr was 22, Fussell 

only 23 years of age.  

 

The AWM photo to the right 

shows a group of staff officers 

from the 1st Division 

Headquarters. The AWM 

captioning describes Captain 

Kerr as being the officer second 

from the left hand edge of the 

photo, it should be noted that the 

officer on the right edge, 

described as being Lieutenant 

Colonel Viney is wearing a black 

armband, similar to that worn 

that worn by the APM , he is not 

an APM. 



On 7 March 1917 Captain Kerr was mentioned in despatch, described as being a “Special 

Mention”.  The AWM’s medal and honour database further elaborates;   

 

As Assistant Provost Marshall he has rendered valuable services, with special reference to 

Traffic Control and Stragglers Posts. 

Has materially assisted in the maintenance of discipline in the Division.  

 

In September 1917 Kerr was promoted to Major. Towards the end of 1917 Kerr was once again 

formally mentioned in despatch, on this occasion the wording of the of the recommendation is 

recorded on his file, it read as follows; 

 

For his excellent services as Assistant Provost Marshal to the Division between 28th 

February, 1917 and the present date. His arrangements for dealing with stragglers during 

an action and for the policing dangerous and prohibited areas, with special reference to the 

capture by the Division of BOURSIES, DELICOURT (?)and HERMIES near 

BULLECOURT on 8th April, 1917 were excellent.  During the recent operations east of 

YPRES including the successful attack of the Division on 20th September 1917 he was in 

charge of Divisional Control and Stragglers posts with his headquarters in a much shelled 

area.  He was largely instrumental in reorganising scattered parties, prisoners, stretcher 

bearers with wounded, etc., and maintaining order on a main route.  He has always carried 

out his duties regardless of his personal safety. 

 

This citation also has a notation on it made by Brigadier-General G. Howard who was the Provost 

General, General Headquarters (British Army), he simply wrote “A very capable officer.” 

 

As a result Kerr was awarded a DSO (Distinguished Service Order); the citation was formally 

gazetted in the London Gazette on 1 January 1918.  

 

On 17 January 1918 Major Kerr transferred back to the strength of the 2nd Australian Divisional 

Train, he was appointed DAQMG (Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General) for the 1st Australian 

Division. 

 

The group portrait to the 

right shows the 1st 

Division’s officers from 14 

May 1918, Kerr is 

highlighted.  The officer 

sitting directly in front of 

Kerr, partially obscured by 

my highlighting, is Colonel 

Viney (note once again 

wearing an armband).  

Major General Walker and 

Colonel Blamey are two of 

the seated officers in the 

middle front. 

 

 

Shortly after this photo Kerr was taken, in June 1918 Kerr was awarded the OBE (Order of the 

British Empire), this was not his last award, in March 1919 he was again mentioned in despatch.  

Although not formally recorded with his file it appears that Kerr married in the U.K. sometime 

during 1919. 



 
 

On 24 May 1919 Kerr returned to duties with the Australian Provost Corps when he was appointed 

as ‘acting APM AIF Depots in U.K.’, he was based at Bhurtpore Barracks, Tidworth.  Kerr would 

hold that role until 22 August 1919. 

 

Robert Kerr resigned his commission in mid December 1919; he was allowed to take his discharge 

in England.  However in order to do this he had to provide proof that he was financially 

independent and had valid reasons to do so.  Kerr indicated that his wife was suffering some form 

of paralysis and that she was not fit to travel to Australia at that time. 

 

 

 

The newspaper clipping (below) comes from the West Australian from early May 1924.  It shows 

that Kerr’s activities after the war were not all above board and earned him the appropriate court 

appearance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2354 LIEUTENANT John James CADDEN 
Australian Provost Corps 

 

Jack Cadden was born at Glen Innes in New South Wales. By 1915 the Cadden family were living 

in Victoria Park, Western Australia. Jack was now 26 years of age and was working as a civil 

servant in the Perth area. Jack’s parents were Jack (senior) and Annie. His sister Pearl was to be the 

caretaker of Jack’s will when he joined up. 

 

Jack enlisted on 10 August 1915, and was initially sent to the 22nd Depot Battalion. Remaining at 

the depot until 16 September, Jack was then allotted to be part of the 5 th Reinforcements for the 

28th Battalion.  

 

It was not long before Jack’s draft was aboard the 

troopship Themistocles, awaiting the order to sail. The 

Themistocles (shown right) sailed from Fremantle 

Harbour on 13 October 1915, destination Egypt. 

 

 

On 3 January 1916, Jack was admitted to the 1st AGH at Heliopolis, officially suffering from colic; 

this was later re-diagnosed as pneumonia. Towards the end of the month Jack was transferred to 

the Rasel-Tin Convalescence Hospital at Alexandria. 

 

A week later, on 9 February was transferred to the British 

Red Cross, still at Alexandria. Jack’s condition was 

described as pneumonia and pleurisy, and he spent nearly 

a month at the British Hospital. 

 

Jack was released from hospital on 6 March. He was then 

sent to the convalescence depot at Montazah for a few 

days. On 10 March Jack finally joined the 28th Battalion 

at their Moascar Camp, where Jack became part of B 

Company. 

 

The 8th Brigade, to which the 28th Battalion belonged, 

became part of the newly formed 5th Australian Division 

that was raised in Egypt, and in June 1916 preceded to 

France, ready for service on the Western Front. The 

battalion’s baptism of fire came during the battle of 

Fromelles on 19 July 1916. Jack came through his first 

battle unscathed. 

 

On 9 July 1916, Jack was attached to the 2nd Division 

Headquarters for duty as a MMP. On 1 September Jack 

was formally transferred to the 2nd Division. The 

following day Jack was promoted to the substantive rank 

of corporal, and given the temporary rank of lance 

sergeant. Towards the end of September 1916, Jack was formally taken on strength by the Anzac 

[Police] Provost Corps.   

 

Jack continued to serve with the 2nd Division and was promoted in the field to the rank of 2nd 

Lieutenant on 6 June 1917. On his promotion Jack was attached for duty with the APM, 1st Anzac 

Corps. Lieutenant Cadden was then attached to the 1st Division Headquarters as their TCO (Traffic 



Control Officer), taking Lieutenant Fussell’s place when he was posted back to the UK. 

Jack received his promotion to lieutenant (substantive) on 6 January 1918 and he continued to 

serve as the TCO for the 1st Division. On 25 January Jack attended the 4th Army Provost School for 

a weeks training. 

 

On 17 October 1918, Jack became 

eligible for leave in the UK. 

Unfortunately, while on leave Jack fell 

victim to the influenza epidemic that was 

sweeping the whole of Europe. On 23 

October Jack was admitted to the 3rd 

London General Hospital at 

Wandsworth, the hospital where 

Australian Officers were generally sent 

for treatment.  

 

Jack’s condition worsened over the next 

few days. Contracting pneumonia, he 

died on 31 October 1918.  Jack Cadden wasn’t laid to rest until 7 November (four days short of the 

signing of the armistice). He was buried in the Australian Military portion of the Brookwood 

Cemetery in Surrey. Chaplain Brummell supervised Jack’s burial. 

 

Jack’s parents were forwarded details of his burial: 

 

REMARKS OF INTEREST TO NEXT OF KIN 
  The deceased soldier was accorded a full Military funeral, Firing Party, Bugler, and 

Pallbearers being in attendance. 

 

  The coffin was draped in the Australian Flag, and conveyed to the graveside, where 

the “Last Post” was sounded, and the Rev. Brummell, (Meth) officiated. 

  The grave will be turfed and an oak cross erected by the A.I.F. London. 

  Administrative Headquarters A.I.F. London were represented at the Funeral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3692 TROOPER Samuel Levi ANDREWS  
 

1454 SERGEANT Henry Andrew BAKER 
 

366 Henry BAULCH   (photo) 
 

2790 T/SERGEANT E.J. BENNETT   (10 yrs Vic Police) 
 

5455 Leighton BENSON   (see 4th Div Chapter)  
 

748 CORPORAL Vincent BOOTH   (photo) 
 

1185 ER 2nd CORPORAL Thomas George BROWN 
 

1126 PRIVATE James CARROLL 
 
 

1087 ER 2nd CORPORAL Thomas Michael CARRUCAN 

29th Battalion /Australian Provost Corps 
 

Thomas Carrucan was born at Clunes in Victoria on 21 

September 1893.  Thomas was living in Kew, as were his 

parents, when he joined up on 8 June 1915.  As a young boy 

Thomas would go to the Kew Cemetery and hold the horses of 

those attending a funeral.  Prior to enlisting Thomas stated that 

worked as a driver.  

                                                                                                                              

Thomas (Tom to most) spent nearly two months at a depot 

before being allocated to a unit.  On 18 September he became an 

original member of D Company in the newly forming 29th 

Battalion.  The battalion trained at the now quite well 

established Broadmeadows Camp, the 8th Brigade was a 

composite brigade from several different states.  Two companies 

of the 31st Battalion also trained at Broadmeadows. 

 

For their marksmanship each company would travel to 

Williamstown, where they would set up camp for a week.  The 

men quickly became familiar with their .303 rifles; D Company 

went to Williamstown during the first week in October.  

 

The 29th Battalion sailed for Egypt aboard the Ascanius leaving Melbourne on 10 November 1915.  

The trip was a typical voyage, the men noting in their diaries that it was quite rough and at that 

time of the year very cold.  The men were kept busy with a mixture of military training and 

sporting activities, such as boxing. 

 

As part of the newly raised 5th Australian Division they continued there training in Egypt 

throughout early 1916. The battalion was sent firstly by train to the Aerodrome Camp at 

Heliopolis, on the outskirts of Cairo.  Like all the Australian troops before them, the men of the 

29th were allowed liberal periods of leave, taking advantage of that fact to visit all the amazingly 

historical sites that the country held. 

 

On 13 December the battalion moved by train to Ismailia and from there boarded barges which 



took them along the Suez Canal to 

Serapeum.  The men had been moved 

to help defend the canal with the 

threat of a Turkish attack supposedly 

looming. After settling into the camp 

at Serapeum, the battalion’s 

companies were allotted to various 

posts, A Company moved out to 

Deversoir, about four miles to the 

south: C Company moved a similar 

distance north to Tussum; B 

Company moved to Serapeum East; 

Battalion HQ and the remainder of 

the battalion moved to Serapeum West. 

 

On 3 January 1916 the isolated companies were relieved by 31st Battalion.  On the following day 

Major Murdoch led D Company and a section of machine gunners and signallers to a remote post 

at Gebel Habeita, located almost nine miles due east of Serapeum.  The garrison at Gebel Habeita 

remained there until 27 January when it returned to Serapeum.  

 

The photo (right) comes 

from Ron Austin’s book 

Black and Gold, The 

History of the 29th 

Battalion, 1915-1918, it 

shows Tom and the other  

members of his section 

within D Company at 

Gebel Habeita.  Tom is in 

the rear row on the right. 

 

On 23 February the 

battalion was warned out 

that they were to move to 

Tel-el-Kebir, a small 

canal town situated in the 

desert midway between 

Ismailia and Cairo.  The 

trip was made by train, in what were smelly conditions as the trains had recently transported 

horses. 

 

In late March the battalion once again moved to near the Suez Canal.  The men continued to train 

in the desert conditions.  On 15 April the battalion marched back to a camp site at Ferry Post. 

Training was stepped up a further notch as the battalion prepared for an imminent move to the 

Western Front.  

 

The 29th Battalion was well and truly ready for action when it 

moved as part the 5th Division to the Western Front in June 

1916. The battalion sailed from Alexandria on 15 June 

aboard the troopship Tunisian (shown left), arriving at 

Marseilles in the south of France on 23 June. 

After a short settling in period the battalion entered the 



frontline near the Sugar Loaf Salient in the Fleurbaix Sector.  The battalion was forced to march 

nineteen miles with each man carrying 70 lb to reach the front. 

 

Like many of the 5th Division’s battalions the 29th Battalion received its baptism of fire during the 

Battle of Fromelles (the Fleurbaix Sector).  The fighting on 19-20 July 1916 cost the 5th Division 

heavily, the 29th were held primarily in reserve, but still suffered 200 men killed or wounded.  

Thomas came through Fromelles unscathed. 

 

At this time Thomas’ brother Frank was in the Light Horse reserves (militia?) back in Melbourne.  

Thomas stated in a letter to Frank that ‘it was hell over here’, urging him not to enlist.  Luckily for 

Frank his parents also agreed with Tom and he did not enlist for overseas service. 

 

The 29th Battalion, as part of the 5th Division, remained in the Fleurbaix sector as the other 

Australian Divisions were sent to the Somme.  The 5th Division began to pick up the tempo in mid 

August after a lull in activity following the Battle of Fromelles.  The battalion began sending out 

raiding parties to gather information and gain the initiative in their sector. 

 

Private Carrucan was wounded on 24 September 1916; his battalion was still in the line near 

Fleurbaix at the time.  There is no record of the 29th Battalion taking part in a raid so Thomas’ 

wound was probably as a result of artillery fire.  

 

Thomas’ documents state that he was struck, GSW (gunshot wound) to the chest, but it was 

shrapnel not a bullet.  Pieces of shrapnel struck Thomas in the chest and the left side of his back.  

Some pieces of shrapnel entering just below his shoulder blade. 

 

Despite the area where he was hit Thomas’ wound was only classified as being mild.  After being 

stabilised Thomas was transferred from Boulogne to England aboard the Hospital Ship St Patrick 

on 28 September. 

 

Thomas was admitted to the Chatham Military Hospital the following day; he remained at 

Chatham until 16 October, his wounds healing reasonably well.  When fit enough Thomas was 

transferred to No 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs, his wound saw him downgraded to B1A. 

 

While at Perham Downs, Thomas was charged with being Absent Without Leave (AWL) for a 

twenty-four hour period on 31 October.  For the offence Thomas forfeited 2 days pay and received 

7 days C C? (Camp confinement?).  During his recovery from his wound Thomas spent part of that 

time working in a Military Post Office. 

 

On 28 April 1917 Thomas was transferred to the Windmill Hill Camp, still at Perham Downs.  

Now fit enough to rejoin a battalion Thomas was to become part of a new Division (the 6 th) that 

had begun forming.  Private Carrucan was formerly transferred from the 29th Battalion to the 67th 

Battalion of the 17th Infantry Brigade.  Shortly after his arrival at Windmill Hill he was detached to 

the Headquarters.  

 

With the abandonment of the attempt to form a new division, the 17th Brigade folded and most of 

the men returned to their original units.  Thomas instead opted to join the Anzac (later Australian) 

Provost Corps. 

 

Thomas Carrucan was taken on strength with the Provost Corps on 29 September 1917. Thomas 

was sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth for his military police training.  

At the completion of his training Thomas remained posted to Tidworth.  Military Police from 

Bhurtpore Barracks also supervised the Australian Depots in the Salisbury area. On 18 March he 



was admitted to a Brighton Hospital due to illness (not 

stated).   Thomas rejoined his unit on 20 April, as a provost 

Thomas’ rank had now become trooper. 

 

Trooper Carrucan was posted to France on 4 October 1918.  

After a brief stint at the British Cavalry Depot at Rouen (a 

staging depot) on 28 October, Thomas was detached for duty 

with the Area Commandant (?) at Longpro (?). 

 

On 30 November, 19 days after the declaration of peace, 

Thomas was detached to the headquarters of the 1st 

Australian Division.  The nominal roll for his unit shows 

Thomas rode a Bay Gelding named ‘Bob’, his mount 

standing 16 hands high.  On 10 February 1919, Thomas was 

promoted to the rank of Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal.  

 

Thomas continued to serve with the Australian Provost Corps 

throughout early 1919.  On 27 May 1919 he was attached for 

service with the APM at Corps HQ.  In July Thomas was 

granted a period of leave.  In mid-August Thomas returned to England, he most probably posted to 

Provost Headquarters at Warwick Square, London. 

 

Still in London in 1920 Thomas was granted more leave in March 1920.  On 19 June 1920 he 

finally began his return to Australia aboard the Bahia Castillo.  Thomas was discharged from the 

AIF on 27 September 1920. 

 

Like many soldiers Thomas found it hard to re-adjust to civilian life, upon returning to the family 

home at Kew he found there was no bed space in the house for him.  So Thomas took up a bed in 

the stables, because of recurring nightmares this also let his family get some sleep. 

 

With no place in the family business Thomas had to look elsewhere for work.  At times he and 

younger brother Leo took on pick and shovel work.  Thomas then began working on ships between 

Australia and New Zealand. 

 

After working on the ships for a while Thomas decided to settle in New Zealand.  Here he met a 

girl named Beryl, the couple married and over the years had 13 children.  Thomas worked as a tram 

driver in New Zealand; he remained there for the rest of his life. 

 

3249 SERGEANT E.A.E. CARVER MSM 
 

3262 CORPORAL Frederick CASSELTINE 
 

2330 ER 2nd CORPORAL Neil CLARKE 
 

352 PRIVATE Donald CUNEEN   (late?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



834 PRIVATE Robert Charles CUTTS 
2nd Battalion/1st Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 

 

‘Bob’ Cutts was born at Bathurst, and by 1914 was living in Geurie. His brother’s address was 

given as GE Cutts, Royal Hotel, Geurie.  Bob lived most of his life in the Geurie district, attending 

the local school there.  Like many of his generation Bob also had militia service, Bob had served 

with the 2nd Light Horse in the Wellington district. 

Bob enlisted on 22 August 1914, shortly after the start of the war, he became an original member 

of H Company in the 2nd Battalion. He was aged 26 years at the time. The 2nd Battalion left 

Australia aboard the Suffolk on 18 October 1914. 

 

On 11 May 1915, Bob was taken on strength of the transport section of the First Brigade at 

Alexandria, where he was to be a pack driver. He transferred back to the 2nd Battalion at Tel-el-

Kebir on 29 December 1915, so he did not see service on Gallipoli. 

 

The 2nd Battalion embarked for France on 21 March and arrived in Marseilles eight days later.  On 

17 June 1916, Bob was kicked by a horse in the side and admitted to hospital. Following a bout of 

pneumonia and lumbago he did not rejoin his unit until 27 July. 

 

On 9 September 1916 Cutts was transferred to the 1st Division’s Traffic Control Company as a 

private. He had leave in England from 1 – 17 December 1916. Between 10 and 27 May 1917, Bob 

was in a Rest Camp. In early November he had one week’s leave in Paris.  

 

On 27 December 1917 Bob was severely ill and admitted to hospital in Camiers, then Havre. On 6 

February 1918, he was transferred to England aboard the Warilda and admitted to the City of 

London Hospital at Clapton. On 23 February he was transferred to Harefield Hospital. 

 

Bob Cutts was invalided back to Australia for discharge aboard the Wandilla, leaving England on 

16 March 1918. Bob died of valvular disease of the heart aboard the ship on 14 May.  

 

Records show that 17 shillings and 5 pence were found on his body. Bob Cutts is buried on 

Australian soil at the Fremantle Cemetery. 

  

Footnote:  The Roll of Honour circular filled out by Bob’s family after the war states that he died 

while returning to Australia aboard the Hospital Ship Kanowna (?), the ship was near Fremantle at 

the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1928 CORPORAL ____ DALTON 
 

55130 PRIVATE Vincent DAVIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4690 EXTRA REGIMENTAL CORPORAL William DELAHUNT 
1st Australian Division 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Bill Delahunt hailed from Innisfail in North Queensland.  Bill was 27 years old when he enlisted 

on 31 January 1916.   

 

Becoming an infantry re-enforcement, Bill sailed for Egypt on 14 April.  Bill remained in Egypt 

for only a month, he most probably was then sent to England (possibly straight to France).  Bill 

then served with the 19th Battalion on the Western Front. 

 

Private Delahunt transferred to the Australian Provost Corps on 1 January 1917.  He was sent to 

Tidworth in England to do his formal training, while at Tidworth he was also granted a period of 

leave.  At the completion of his training Bill was earmarked for a return to France.  

 

Promoted to Lance Corporal, Bill joined the provosts of the 1st Australian Division on 24 June 

1917.  The provosts were under the command of Captain Fenton; his Squadron Sergeant Major was 

Warrant Officer Hamblyn. 

 

Bill Delahunt would remain with the 1st Division for the remainder of the war.  In mid-1918, Bill 

and several other men from his unit were sent on refresher training of Provost Duties to the 6 th 

Army School of Instruction.  The instruction covered such areas as Charge Reports and Evidence, 

Notebook and Traffic Notes. 

 

Practical skills dealt with included Physical Training and Self Defence and Revolver handling 

(the provosts normally carried Webley’s).  A further part of the course dealt with Equitation and 

Stables, remembering that Military Police were mounted troops (back at his unit Bill rode a bay 

gelding called ‘Monsieur’).  For General smartness and efficiency Lance Corporal Delahunt 

scored well at 80%. 

 

Shortly after attending the course Bill had a short time in hospital (cause unknown). On 1 October 

1918 Bill was promoted to the rank of Extra Regimental Corporal.  Bill remained with his unit 

until after the Armistice; on 14 January 1919 he was promoted to Temporary Sergeant.  This 

promotion would have been to fill a gap left as men started to return to Australia. 

 

On 18 January 1919 Bill was mentioned in despatch, for his good service during the period 16/17 

September to 11 November 1918.  On 1 March 1919 Sergeant Delahunt was promoted to 

Temporary Warrant Officer (Class II), Bill remained at that rank until his own return to Australia. 

 

 

 
117 TROOPER Matthew DOWD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3792 LANCE CORPORAL James DRUMMOND 
Military Medal 

1st Divisional Traffic Control Detachment 
 

Jim Drummond was born at Muirhill, Scotland.  Jim had also seen service with the Scottish Horse 

during the Boer War. Jim was working as an orchardist in Victoria prior to enlisting at Melbourne 

on 27 July 1915.  On his enlistment papers Drummond stated that he was 40 years of age. 

 

Allotted to the 12th re-enforcements, 5th Battalion, Private Drummond sailed for Egypt in early 

1916.  Jim joined the 5th Battalion at Serapeum on 22 February 1916; he became part of B 

Company. 

 

The 5th Battalion sailed for the Western Front aboard the Briton on 25 March 1916, docking at 

Marseilles on 30 March.  Jim Drummond served with his battalion until September 1917. 

 

On 25 September 1917 Private Drummond was transferred to the 1st Divisional Traffic Control 

Detachment.  Jim was promoted to Lance Corporal. 

 

Barely a week after joining the traffic detachment, Jim was recommended for a Military Medal for 

his action while working with Trooper Kelly (1st Division provost).  The pair were both 

subsequently awarded Military Medals, their full citation read as follows:  

 

For conspicuous devotion duty during the operation East of YPRES from 1st to 7th October, 1917.  

On Traffic Control duty on the Circuit and MENIN Road under very heavy shell fire by their fine 

work and steadying influence they assisted greatly in maintaining the steady stream of traffic 

which was necessary in order to maintain the supply of ammunition, ration and water to the front 

line.  

They were also of great assistance to the stretcher bearers in maintaining the steady evacuation of 

wounded.  When their tour of duty was over they volunteered to remain on duty in order to be of 

any assistance. 

 

Captain Warwick Fussell, the TCO for the 1st Division, relates this incident in his personal diary 

involving Jim Drummond in October 1917. 

 

It was raining like hell, as usual, and just getting dreary dusk, and he (Fritz) was shelling the road 

right from Birr Cross roads, past the “Culvert,” and Hooge Crater, and up to Chateau Wood.  A 

Tommy got to the corner on a mule, and leading another with 18 pounder ammunition on.  Both 

mules jibbed, as they pricked their long ears, and saw and heard the bursts (explosions) on ahead.  

He cursed and swore at them and tried for some time to get them to face the road, til old Jim 

Drummond, the traffic man on duty, got behind them and gave them a start. 

 

 As they went on Drummond sang out:- “They don’t like goin’ up.  They want to go back 

home!”  The rider turned round with a mouthful of swear words, as he went along, and answered,  

“ they don’t B____-well want to B_____- well go back home more than I do!” 

 

                                         AWM 3 DRL 3394 



 

The photo shown above is taken around the time of the incident involving Jim, the photo 

shows the Birr Cross intersection, Hooge is in the distance on the far ridge. 

 

In mid-February 1918 Jim was granted two weeks leave in the UK.  He remained as a traffic man 

for the remainder of the war 

 

Because of his 1915 enlistment Jim became eligible to return to Australia in early 1919.  On 24 

January he returned to England to await a passage home. 

 

On 8 March Jim Drummond boarded the City of Poona and sailed for Australia.  Disembarking at 

Melbourne on 14 May, following the normal de-mobilisation procedures Jim was discharged from 

the AIF shortly afterwards. 

 

4940 ER 2nd CORPORAL John DUFFY 
 

CORPORAL Desmond DU RIEU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



161 LANCE CORPORAL Edward Albert EDWARDS 
Military Medal  

1st Australian Division  
Australian Provost Corps 

 

Edward Albert Edwards was born at Gower in Victoria.  His next-of-kin was recorded as his father 

Edward Edwards of Daylesford, Victoria.  Edwards described himself as a miner, when he enlisted 

on 17 September 1914.  From his documents it is unclear as to his original unit.  Edwards joined 

the MEF (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) at Alexandria on 5 May 1915. 

 

Most probably Edwards landed on Anzac Cove early on in the campaign.  On 12 August while on 

the peninsula he was transferred to the MMP (Military Mounted Police) of the Divisional 

Headquarters.  

 

On 3 October Edwards was promoted to Lance Corporal.  Edwards was transferred back to 

Alexandria on 22 October.  At Alexandria he was detached for duty at the A/Camp Battalion (?). 

On 28 March 1916 Edwards was sent to France, sailing on the troopship Bohemian. 

 

Four months after arriving in France Edwards was diagnosed as suffering from venereal disease.  

He received treatment firstly at Rouen and then Camiers. Lance Corporal Edwards returned to the 

base depot at Etaples on 28 August.  From Etaples he was sent back to the 1st Australian Division. 

 

In November 1916 Edwards was promoted to Acting Corporal, he continued to serve (when fit) 

with the 1st Division provosts for the remainder of the war.  Edwards was again admitted to 

hospital on 7 March, but resumed duty on 29 March.  

 

Edwards then spent nearly two months at the base depot at Etaples before rejoining his unit, 

possibly part of that time he may have spent working for the APM, Le Havre. Rejoining the 1st 

Division on 9 May, the following month he reverted to the rank of Lance Corporal. 

 

For their actions in early October 1917, Lance Corporal Edwards and Trooper Booth were both 

recommended for Military Medals. The medal was awarded to both men, their citation read as 

follows: 

 

For conspicuous devotion to duty.  During the operations East of YPRES, 1st to 7th October, 1917, 

these men carried out traffic control under very heavy shellfire and under most difficult conditions.  

They also arranged parties to mend the sleeper track when it was blown up by shell fire, thus 

keeping the traffic in motion and materially assisting to maintain the supply of ammunition and 

rations to the line.  On the 4th,5th and 7th October they were on duty for 50 hours.  

 

In December 1917 Edwards was sent on a two-week course at the 2nd Army Provost School.  

Because of his early enlistment Edwards became due for three months furlough back to Australia 

in September 1918.  On 23 September he returned to England to await a passage home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

543 PRIVATE William Henry ELTON 
 

1685 CORPORAL Richard William EVE 



2636 TROOPER James F. Flanagan KIA 
1st Division Headquarters 
Australian Provost Corps 

 

Jim Flanagan was born at Geelong; he spent most of his 

life living at Teesdale, within the Geelong district. Jim 

worked on farms in the district, his mother Annie lived 

at Teesdale; Jim’s father had died before the war. When 

Jim enlisted on 22 January 1916, he had only just turned 

18; he had to get his mother’s consent to do so.   

 

Private Flanagan became part of the 5th Reinforcements 

for the 29th Battalion. That draft of men sailed from 

Melbourne aboard the Anchises on 14 March.  The 

Anchises arrived at Suez on 15 April, however while 

onboard Jim had contracted the measles and was sent 

straight to the Government Hospital at Suez. 

 

On 5 May Jim was discharged from hospital to rejoin 

his draft at Tel-el-Kebir, even before reaching a training 

depot Jim was again admitted to hospital, on this 

occasion the 3rd Auxilary Hospital at Heliopolis, 

officially diagnosed as suffering laryngitis. 

 

Six days later Jim was released to the Montazeh Convalescence Camp. However on 3 June he was 

again in hospital, this time to the 19th AGH at Alexandria, suffering pyrexia. On 16 June Jim was 

transferred by hospital train to the 4th Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis, the diagnosis for his ill 

health now recorded as being enteric fever (malaria). 

 

It was not until 26 June that Jim was released from hospital, he was once again given a period of 

convalescence at Montazeh.  After three weeks he returned to training at Tel-el-Kebir. His training 

still not complete, on 2 August 1916, Jim sailed for England aboard the Franconia. Upon their 

arrival in England the 29th reinforcements were sent to the 8th Training Battalion. 

 

Finally on 16 September 1916, Jim was sent to France, it was then a further month spent at the 

Etaples Depot before joining the 29th Battalion on the Western Front. Jim joined the battalion on 15 

October and became a member of D Company.  Jim had only been with the 29th Battalion for less 

than a month when he was wounded. On 11 November 1916, he received shrapnel wounds to his 

left thigh and lower leg, when an enemy aeroplane dropped a bomb near his position. The rigours 

of his time in the trenches were already showing on Jim as he was also suffering from trench feet. 

 

Treated firstly at the 3rd Field Ambulance, Jim was evacuated back to the 12th General Hospital at 

Rouen for further treatment. Three days later Jim was aboard the hospital ship Formosa heading 

for England, in England he was admitted to the 4th Southern General Hospital at Devonport.  

 

It was not until 6 January 1917 that Jim was released from hospital and marched into the No 2 

Command Depot at Weymouth. Jim spent three months at Weymouth before being transferred to 

No 6 Infantry Depot Camp at Perham Downs on 8 April.  Jim was to become part of a new brigade 

that was forming at the Windmill Hill Camp at Perham Downs. 

 

Jim became part of the 67th Battalion; on 7 June he was promoted to lance corporal. In July he was 

promoted to temporary corporal, shortly after his promotion he attended the 17th Field Ambulance 



at the camp suffering from scabies. Jim received several days’ treatment before resuming training.   

 

Due to the shortage of men and the need to re-enforce the badly depleted brigades already fighting 

on the Western Front the new brigade was scrapped, most of the men were given a choice in what 

they wanted to do, most opted to return to their original units, new reinforcements were diverted to 

other battalions. Jim was one of several men who chose to join the Anzac Provost Corps.  Jim was 

sent to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth on 17 September 1917, to begin his military police training. 

 

At the completion of his training Jim 

remained in the Tidworth area, now 

taking on the rank of trooper, not 

surprising as nearly twenty five percent 

of the corps were posted to Tidworth. 

The poor quality photo (above) shows a 

large group of Australian military 

police on parade at Bhurtpore Barracks.  

 

On 17 December 1917, Jim was 

admitted to the 1st ADH (Australian 

Dermatological Hospital) at Bulford, 

suffering from venereal disease. Jim received 95 days treatment before being released from 

Bulford.  After a brief period of convalescence and the normal brief time at a Command Depot, Jim 

returned to duty at Tidworth on 4 April 1918. 

 

Trooper Flanagan continued to serve at Tidworth for the next six months. On 4 October it was 

Jim’s turn to be sent to France; on 8 October he marched into the British Cavalry Base Depot at 

Rouen to await allocation to a unit. Ten days later Jim was detached for duty with the Australian 1st 

Division. 

 

Jim served only briefly on the Western Front; he had been with his new unit less than a week when 

he was force to attend the 1st Field Ambulance suffering from the flu on 23 October. Jim was 

immediately transferred to the 3rd Australian General Hospital at Abbeville for treatment. 

 

Like so many others at this time Jim Flanagan’s condition worsened as he developed pneumonia, 

he died at the 3rd AGH on 30 October 1918. Trooper Flanagan was buried in the nearby Abbeville 

Communal Cemetery Extension. 

 

Footnote:  Some documentation states that Jim died at the 23rd AGH, this is incorrect, it was the 

3rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
484 PRIVATE Henry FRAZER 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Henry Frazer was a native of Wellington, New South Wales. He gave a Mrs L Cox as his next-of-

kin when he enlisted on 6 October 1914 and became an original of the 7th Light Horse Regiment. 



 

Henry served with the 7th LHR on Gallipoli, where he landed on 15 May 1915. On 4 August he 

was struck down by illness, probably dysentery or enteric fever. 

 

Frazer was consequently evacuated to Malta and then to England. Henry appears to have spent all 

of 1916 in and out of hospitals and depots, recuperating from his illness. 

 

On 1 January 1917 Henry was taken off the 7th LHR nominal roll and posted for duty with the 

Australian Provost Marshall (APM), England. Throughout 1917 Henry was a military policeman at 

Tidworth and London.  On 23 May 1918 Frazer was again posted to Provost Headquarters at 

Tidworth. On 3 June Henry was sent to join the Australian Provost Corps in France. 

 

Henry was detached for duty with the 1st Australian Division on 15 June. Divisional Provosts, 

while not widely loved, were generally better respected because of their proximity to the Front and 

the risk of shelling and possible injury. 

 

Henry remained only briefly in the field. On 28 July he was transferred to the 2nd Army Provost 

School of Instruction (still in France). 

 

On 23 September 1918 Henry was sent back to England, ready for a return to Australia as a 1914 

enlistment. He appears to have made it back to Australia by December 1918. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

52298 GUNNER John Herbert  GEORGE 
 

888 SERGEANT J___ G   GREY 
 

392 ER WARRANT OFFICER Class II George HAMBLYN 
 

1966 PRIVATE Leo HARRISON 
 

52476 ER 2nd CORPORAL Geoffrey HARTLEY   (NOK California) 
 

2677 LANCE CORPORAL William Charles JAMES 
 

53035 GUNNER Richard JENSEN  (Salisbury photo) 
 

2624 ER 2nd CORPORAL Edmund KELLY 
 

 3225 ER 2nd CORPORAL Alfred Leslie KING 
 

1243 PRIVATE Sydney LAST 
 

1388 PRIVATE William Leslie Charles MANUELL 
1st Division Traffic Control Detachment 

 



William Manuell was born at Collingwood in Victoria.  William was nearly 23 years of age when 

he enlisted on 29 October 1914; prior to joining up he stated that he worked as a painter. 

 

Private Manuell sailed as part of the 2nd re-enforcements for the 7th Battalion, sailing from 

Melbourne on 2 February 1915.  William would have been with the 7th Battalion when his battalion 

landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. 

 

William continued to fight until mid June when he was evacuated from the peninsula suffering 

from diarrhoea.  William didn’t return to Anzac Cove until 8 July.  Rather than rejoining his 

battalion William was detached for duty with the Beach Party, possibly at this time working as a 

MMP, while working with the Beach Party, William continued to be in and out of hospital 

receiving treatment for various complaints. 

 

On 11 September William attended the 3rd Field Ambulance and was diagnosed as suffering from 

dysentery, he was evacuated from the peninsula, sent to Mudros briefly, and then to Port Said.  At 

Port Said William was re-diagnosed as suffering typhoid and was transferred to the 1st Australian 

General Hospital at Cairo.  

 

By 27 November William was fit enough to be transferred back to Port Said to the Convalescence 

Camp there, remaining there for several weeks.  Deemed unfit to return to active service, William 

was earmarked for three months furlough to Australia. William sailed from Suez for Australia 

aboard the hospital ship Wandilla on 13 December, the ship arriving in Port Phillip Bay on 14 

January 1916. 

 

After his period of recuperation back in Victoria, William returned to duty at Melbourne on 6 April 

1916.  William was allotted a new regimental number and initially allocated to the 60 th Battalion.  

William most probably requested he be allowed to rejoin the 7th Battalion, this was granted, he 

subsequently reverted to his original regimental number. 

 

William sailed for England aboard the Ayrshire on 3 July 1916; during the voyage he was admitted 

to the ship’s hospital ward for several days.  Upon his arrival in England in early September 

William was sent to the 2nd Training Battalion at Perham Downs prior to rejoining the 7th Battalion 

on the Western Front. 

 

On 5 October William rejoined his battalion in Belgium.  William remained with his battalion until 

early March 1917.  On 3 March, Private Manuell was attached for duty with the 1st Divisional 

Traffic Control Detachment. 

 

The traffic detachment came under the control of the 1st Division’s APM, Captain R. Kerr, the 

traffic men worked closely with Kerr’s Divisional Military Policemen.  William Manuell would 

continue to serve with the traffic detachment for the remainder of his time on the Western Front. 

 

On 5 January 1918 William became eligible for a period of UK leave.  While on leave William’s 

transfer to the 1st Division’s Traffic unit from the 7th Battalion was formally approved. 

 

In June 1918 William was admitted to a hospital in Boulogne suffering from the flu. Returning to 

duty William Manuell was badly wounded while in action on 24 August 1918, dying shortly 

afterwards.  His sergeant in a Red Cross statement (requested by William’s family) gave a detailed 

report of his death: 

 

 We were at Cerisy on 24th Aug. and he was on duty at a post about 6 kilos behind the line.  

About 10 p.m. an enemy aeroplane came over and he was hit by pieces of a bomb, which dropped 



about 20 yards away.  His right leg was badly knocked, about the knee.  He was put in an 

ambulance and taken to the 3rd AM.C. Dressing Station and blood was infused from another man, 

but he died about 2 hours after he was hit, was conscious for a while.  I did not see him buried, but 

it was in a Military Cemetery between Warfusee and Bayonvillers, and a good cross was erected.  I 

have written to his sister – Mrs. Weir, 4 Myrtle Street, Coburg, Victoria giving her full particulars 

and have received a reply thanking me and asking if I can send her a photo of the grave, but I have 

not been able to get one. 

 

  Informant: - Sgt. T.G. Barker  3009 

    A.I.F. 1st Div. Traf. Cont. 

             27.2.19. 

 

The Red Cross researcher also spoke to Corporal Otto Bicker from William’s unit who also 

confirmed the same details.  Otto and William had been good friends and had promised to write to 

each other’s family should anything happen to one of them. 

 

 

 

1854 T/SERGEANT F___ W____ MAYBURY 
 

4882 TROOPER Hugh Christian McKENZIE 
Military Medal 

Australian Provost Corps 
 

Hugh McKenzie was born at Kerang, Victoria, he stated that he was working as a bridge carpenter 

when he enlisted at Melbourne on 18 September 1915.  Hugh listed his father, Archibald, as his 

next-of-kin, he still lived at Kerang. 

 

Private McKenzie was 21 years of age when he sailed aboard the Wiltshire as part of the 5th re-

enforcements for the 5th Battalion.  Those re-enforcements arrived at Suez in early 1916 (?).  Hugh 

didn’t join his battalion in Egypt; instead he marched into a Training Battalion.  On 9 May 1916 he 

sailed for service on the Western Front. 

 

After a short time at the Base Depot, Etaples Hugh was sent to the 5th Battalion.  Private McKenzie 

was formally taken on strength by the battalion on 30 July 1916.  During the fighting at Mouquet 

Farm in August 1916, through an administrative error, Hugh was listed as being missing in action.  

In fact he remained unwounded and was still with his platoon.   

 

On 28 June 1917 Private McKenzie was detached for duty with the MMP of the 1st Division.  Two 

weeks later Hugh was formally transferred to the Anzac Provost Corps, Hugh’s rank now became  

trooper (frontline provosts were mounted troops) 

 

In late September 1917 the APM for the 1st Division recommended Trooper McKenzie for a 

Military Medal for his actions while conducting traffic control near Ypres.  Hugh’s full citation 

read as follows:  

 

 On the night of the 20th and the morning of the 21st September 1917 Tpr. McKENZIE showed great 

courage, skill and coolness under heavy shell fire whilst on traffic duty YPRES.  By his efforts the 

passage of the Infantry to the front line was greatly facilitated, he also assisted in directing the 

wounded, and doing stretcher-bearer’s work and was instrumental in keeping munitions and food 

to be brought up to the men in the front line. 

 



During the fighting at Broodseinde on 4 October 1917, Hugh was wounded by shrapnel.  Hugh’s 

wound was a nice little ‘Blighty’ wound, a flesh wound to his right buttock.  He was evacuated to 

England on 15 October. 

 

Hugh was admitted to the Southwark Military Hospital, London.  On 23 November Hugh was fit 

enough to return to duty, he marched into a camp at Sutton Viny.  From Sutton Veny on 27 

November Hugh was posted to Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth.  Hugh remained at Tidworth until 

February 1918.  On 22 March 1918 Trooper McKenzie was sent on a brief detachment to 

Edinburgh, he remained in Edinburgh until18 July. 

 

Upon the completion of his detachment Hugh returned to Tidworth.  On 11 December 1918 

McKenzie was promoted to Lance Corporal, he was promoted to Extra Regimental 2nd Corporal on 

10 February 1919. 

 

Hugh remained with the Australian Provost Corps in England throughout 1919.  On 1 September 

he reverted in rank to Lance Corporal. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                            

On 22 January 1920 Hugh 

McKenzie began his return voyage 

to Australia aboard the 

Shropshire, presumably Hugh had 

been happy to remain in England 

throughout 1919, as his 1915 

enlistment would have entitled 

him to a passage home much 

earlier.  Hugh remained in the AIF 

until 21 August 1920 when he was 

finally discharged. 

 



 
 

Hugh and his sister Eva, most probably taken shortly after his return to Australia. 

 

2220 TROOPER Charles McLEAN 
 

7524 PRIVATE R___ Watson McLEOD  (Glenthompson) 
 

3341 PRIVATE Henry Hector McNEILL 
 

1976 T/CORPORAL F___ R___ MUSSARED   (7 years NSW Police) 
 

601 PRIVATE Roy NEWMAN 
 

2222 PRIVATE Percy NOBLE 
 

7584 TROOPER George Mitchell PALLINSON 
 

1980 ER 2nd CORPORAL E.L. PEAKE 



 
5196 ER 2nd CORPORAL Wilfred PIERCE 

 
3911 ER 2nd CORPORAL Charles PIKE 

 
887 LANCE CORPORAL O____ PORTER 

 
788 CORPORAL Thomas QUINNEY   

Headquarters 1st Australian Division 
Australian Provost Corps 

 

Thomas Quinney was only a few weeks past his 25th birthday when he joined up on 11 September 

1914. Thomas was born and bred in the Worcestershire County in England, and his parents, Ernest 

and Clara still lived in the ‘Old Country’. 

 

In Australia Thomas was working as a farm labourer in the Bamawn district (near Rochester) of 

Victoria. Thomas stated on his enlistment papers that he had four years experience in the Royal 

Field Artillery prior to emigrating. 

 

Thomas fronted to the recruiting office at Bendigo to enlist and was allotted as a driver with the 

Service Corps Divisional Train. Thomas sailed with the 1st convoy aboard the Benalla on 19 

October 1914. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troops boarding the Hororata (left) and the Benalla (right) at Melbourne on 18 October 1914. 
 

Landing on Gallipoli shortly after the infantry, Thomas served with the Service Corps detachment.  

On 3 August Thomas was promoted to the rank of temporary corporal.   

 

Thomas remained on Anzac Cove until 26 September 1915, when he was transferred to Mudros.  

While on Mudros Thomas was promoted to corporal. Thomas didn’t return to Gallipoli, instead 

remained on Mudros.  

  

On 31 October Thomas returned to Alexandria in Egypt and resumed duties there. On 25 

November Thomas was admitted to hospital, possibly suffering from dysentery. 

 



Evacuated to England for treatment on 12 

December, Thomas received treatment at the 

3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth. 

It was not until early April 1916 that 

Thomas was fit enough to return to Egypt. 

 
Left: 3rd London General at Wandsworth. 

 

 

Instead of re-joining the Service Corps, 

Thomas volunteered to join the newly 

forming Anzac Provost [Police] Corps. The 

Provost Corps took Thomas on strength on 3 April 1916, subject to him passing his training at 

Abbassia, where an AIF Provost Training Centre had been established.  

 

At the completion of his training Thomas remained in Egypt. It was not until early August that 

Thomas was sent to England. He boarded the Tunisian on 3 August, disembarking several days 

later. In England Thomas was sent to the Hurdcott detachment for duty.   

 

On 12 December 1917 Thomas fronted Colonel Williams at his Headquarters at Bhurtpore 

Barracks, Tidworth, charged with being AWL on 10 December from 4pm until the following 

morning. Thomas was reprimanded over the matter and forfeited two days pay.   

 

In line with Corps policy on troop rotation, Thomas was warned out for duty in France in early 

1918. On 24 January 1918 Thomas arrived at the Base depot at Le Havre and by 30 January was 

detached to the Headquarters, 1st Australian Division, for duty.  

 

In early March Thomas and six other men from his unit attended the 4th Army Provost School of 

Instruction for two weeks refresher training. Thomas did well achieving good marks, like the 

others on the course he scored poorly on the range when handling the revolver.  

 

The men rejoined the 1st Division on 18 March. Thomas continued to serve as a corporal with the 

1st Division Provo’s. 

 

Thomas Quinney was killed in action on 18 September 1918. His unit’s nominal roll reported that 

he had been killed by enemy shellfire. Chaplain H Hayden from the 12th Infantry Brigade 

supervised Thomas’s burial in the Jeancourt Military Cemetery. 

 
 

8050 ER 2nd CORPORAL Henry ROBINS  (Tas)  
 

1150 SERGEANT J___ P____ SMITH 
 

495 TROOPER Lawrence STAMP   (shrapnel wound head) 
 

877 TROOPER Herbert J. B. STANSFIELD 
 

3488 PRIVATE Robert SUTHERLAND 
 

1989 TROOPER Harold Henry THOMPSON 
 

1247  ___ Stanley THURLEY   (tas ? photo)  



 
2031 T/CORPORAL Walter TOWNSEND 

 
472 ER 2nd CORPORAL George Oswald WAITE   (married  1 child) 

 
5104a ER 2nd CORPORAL Reginald WHITFORD 

 
989 PRIVATE Edward WILSON   (late )  

 
5219 ER 2nd CORPORAL James Francis WOODLOCK   (brothers? 5215 & 5218)  

 
2048 PRIVTE Herbert Ernest WRIGHT  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 


